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Turnover in retail trade remained stable in March
Total industrial goods and food sales: M/M-1 change (%)
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departments as of 20 March which led to the closure of non-essential shops in those areas, turnover in retail
trade remained little-changed in March compared to February, rising by just 0.5% (adjusted for seasonal and
working-day variations). Industrial goods sales rose by 1.1% month-on-month, but this was offset by a 0.7%
decline in sales of food. The steepest rises were in electronics (+15.5%), books (+8.4%) and sports
equipment (+7.5%). In contrast, the biggest falls were in furniture (-8.1%), household appliances (-5.6%) and
footwear (-4.7%).
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In terms of distribution channels, small retailers reported 4.9% sales growth, while at large general retailers,
sales were stable compared to February, inching up by just 0.2%.

Final datafor distance selling are not yet available for March; however, in February, distance selling was up
46.5% compared with ayear earlier, after year-on-year growth of 21.8% in January.


https://www.banque-france.fr/fr
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https://www.banque-france.fr/sites/bdf_espaces2/files/webstat_pdf/COM_DET_2235_en__retail-trade-march-2021.pdf

