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Turnover in retail trade strengthened in March
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grew by 1.1% (after 0.2% in February) on average with contrasting trends across sub-sectors: new car sales
(up 5.4% after 2.4%), footwear (up 2.5% after -1.0%), books (up 2.2% after -1.5%) and perfume and
jewellery (up 1.9% after 2.8 %) all improved, while the DIY (-5.2 % after -2.4 %), cycles and motorcycles (-
2.9% after 1.6 %) and wearing apparel and textiles (-2.3 % after 1.0 %) sectors all lost ground.

In terms of distribution channels, sales of small retailers (up 2.2% in March) and hypermarkets (0.8%) were
offset by the decline in department store sales (-3.3%), while those of supermarkets were relatively stable.

Quarter-on-quarter, overall turnover in retail trade strengthened (1.6%), thanks to the increase in
manufactured goods (2.5%), while the downward trend in food sales continued (-2%).
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