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Friedrich Engels 

The European War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 3992, 2. Februar 1854 

The European War. 

At last, the long-pending quest ion of Turkey appears to have reached a stage 

where diplomacy will not much longer be able to monopolize the ground for 

its ever-shifting, ever-cowardly, and ever-result less movements . The French 

5 and British f leets have entered the Black Sea in order to prevent t h e Russian 

N a v y from doing harm either to the Turkish fleet or the Turkish coast . The 

Czar Nicholas long since declared that such a step would be , for him, the 

signal for a declaration of war . Will he now stand it quietly? 

It is not to. be expected that the combined fleets will at once at tack and 

10 dest roy either the Russian squadron or the fortifications and navy-yards of 

Sevastopol . On the contrary, we m a y res t assured that the instructions which 

diplomacy has provided for the two admirals are so contr ived as to evade, 

as much as possible, the chance of a collision. But naval and military move

ments , once ordered, are subject no t to the desires and plans of diplomacy, 

15 but to laws of their own which cannot be violated without endangering the 

safety of the whole expedition. Diplomacy never intended the Russians to 

be bea ten at Oltenitza; but a little lati tude once given to Omer Pasha , and 

military movements once begun, the act ion of the two hostile commanders 

was carried on in a sphere which was to a great ex tent uncontrollable by the 

20 Embassadors at Constant inople. Thus , the fleets once removed from their 

moorings in the Beicos roads , there is no telling how soon they may find 

themselves in a posit ion from which L o r d Aberdeen ' s prayers for peace , or 

Lord Palmers ton 's collusion with Russia cannot draw them, and where they 

will have to choose be tween an infamous re t reat or a resolute struggle. A 

25 narrow land-locked sea like the Eux ine , where the opposing navies can 

hardly contrive to get out of sight of each other , is precisely the locality in 

which conflicts under such c i rcumstances , m a y become necessary almost 

daily. And i t is not to be expected that the Czar will allow, without opposition, 

his f leet to be blockaded in Sevastopol . 
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Friedrich Engels 

If, then , a European war is to follow from this s tep, it will be in all likelihood 

a war be tween Russia on one hand, and England, F rance and Turkey on the 

o ther . The event is probable enough to war ran t us in comparing the chances 

of success and striking the balance of active strength on each side, so far 

as w e can do so. 5 

Bu t will Russia stand alone? Wha t par t will Austr ia , Prussia and the 

German and Italian States , their dependants , t ake in a general war? It is 

repor ted that Louis Bonapar te has notified the Austr ian Government that 

if in case of a conflict with Russia, Austr ia should side with that power , the 

F r e n c h Government would avail itself of the elements of insurrect ion which 10 

in I taly and Hungary only require a spark to be kindled again into a raging 

fire, and that then the restorat ion of Italian and Hungar ian nationality would 

be a t tempted by France . Such a threat may have its effect upon Austr ia ; i t 

may contr ibute to keep her neutral as long as possible, but i t is not to be 

expec ted that Austr ia will long be enabled to keep aloof f rom such a struggle, 15 

should i t come to pass . The very fact of the threat having been ut tered, may 

call forth partial insurrect ionary movements in I taly, which could no t but 

m a k e Aust r ia a still more dependant and still more subservient vassal of 

Russia. And then , after all, has not this Napoleonic game been played once 

a l ready? Is i t to be expected that the man who res tored the Pope to his 20 

tempora l th rone , and who has a candidate cut and dried for the Neapol i tan 

monarchy , will give to the Italians wha t they wan t as m u c h as independence 

from Austr ia — unity? Is i t to be expected that the Italian people will rush 

headlong into such a snare? No doubt they are sorely oppressed by Austr ian 

rule , bu t they will not be very anxious to contr ibute to the glory of an Empire , 25 

which is a lready tottering in its native soil of F rance , and of a m a n w h o was 

the first to combat their own revolution. The Austr ian Government knows 

all this , and therefore we may assume that i t will be more influenced by its 

own financial embarrassments than by these Bonapart is t ic threa ts ; we may 

also be certain that at the decisive moment , the influence of the Czar will 30 

be paramount at Vienna, and will entangle Austr ia on the side of Russia. 

Pruss ia is at tempting the same game which she played in 1780,1800 and 

1805. H e r plan is to form a league of neutral Baltic, or N o r t h German States , 

at t he head of which she can perform a par t of some impor tance , and turn 

to whichever side offers her the greatest advantages . The almost comical 35 

uniformity with which all these a t tempts have ended by throwing the greedy, 

vacillating and pusillanimous Prussian Government into the a rms of Russia, 

belongs to history. I t is not be expected that Prussia will now escape her 

habitual fate. She will put out feelers in every direction, offer herself at public 

auction, intrigue in bo th camps , swallow camels and strain at gnats , lose 40 

whatever character may perchance ye t be left to her , get bea ten , and at last 
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The European War 

be knocked down to the lowest bidder , w h o , in this and in every other 

instance, will be Russia. She will not be an ally, bu t an incumbrance to 

Russia, for she will take care to have her a rmy dest royed beforehand, for 

her own account and gratification. 

5 Unti l at least one of the German Powers is involved in a European war , 

the conflict can only rage in Turkey , on the Black Sea and in the Baltic. The 

naval struggle must , during this period, be the mos t important . Tha t the allied 

f lee ts can dest roy Sevastopol and the Russian Black Sea fleet; tha t they can 

take and hold the Crimea, occupy Odessa , close the Sea of Azoff, and let 

10 loose the mountaineers of the Caucasus , there is no doubt . With rapid and 

energetic action nothing is more easy . Supposing this to occupy the first 

month of active operat ions , another mon th might bring the s teamers of the 

combined fleets to the British Channel , leaving the sailing vessels to follow; 

for the Turkish f leet would then be capable of doing all the work which might 

15 be required in the Black Sea. To coal in the Channel and make other prepara

t ions, might take another fortnight; and then , united to the Atlantic and 

Channel fleets of F rance and Britain, they might appear before the end of 

May in the roads of Crons tadt in such a force as to assure the success of 

an at tack. The measures to be taken in the Baltic are as self-evident as those 

20 in the Black Sea. They consist in an alliance, at any price, with Sweden ; an 

act of intimidation against Denmark , if necessary ; an insurrection in Finland, 

which would b reak out upon landing a sufficient number of t roops and a 

guarantee that no peace would be concluded except upon the condit ion of 

this province being reunited to Sweden. The t roops landed in Finland would 

25 menace Petersburg, while the fleets should bombard Cronstadt . This place 

is certainly very strong by its position. The channel of deep water leading 

up to the roads will hardly admit of two men-of-war abreast present ing their 

broadsides to the bat ter ies , which are established not only on the main island, 

bu t on smaller rocks , banks and islands about it. A certain sacrifice, not only 

30 of men, but of ships, is unavoidable . But if this be taken into account in the 

very plan of the at tack, if i t be once resolved that such and such a ship must 

be sacrificed, and if the plan be carr ied out vigorously and unflinchingly, 

Crons tadt mus t fall. The masonry of its bat t lements cannot for any length 

of t ime withstand the concent ra ted fire of heavy Paixhans guns, tha t most 

35 destruct ive of all arms w h e n employed against s tone walls . Large screw-

steamers , with a full complement of such guns amidships, would very soon 

produce an irresistible effect, though of course they would in the a t tempt 

r isk their own existence. But wha t are three or four screw-ships of the line 

in compar ison with Cronstadt , the key of the Russian Empire , whose posses-

40 sion would leave St. Petersburg without defense. 

Without Odessa , Cronstadt , Riga, Sevastopol , with Finland emancipated, 
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Friedrich Engels 

and a hostile a rmy at the gates of the capital , wi th all her r ivers and harbors 

closed u p , wha t would Russia be? A giant without a rms , wi thout eyes , with 

no other resource than trying to crush her opponents under the weight of her 

c lumsy torso , th rown here and there at r andom wherever a hostile batt le-cry 

was heard. If the marit ime powers of Europe should act thus resolutely and 5 

vigorously, then Prussia and Austr ia might so far be relieved from the control 

of Russia that they might even join the allies. Fo r bo th the German powers , 

if secure at home , would be ready to profit by the embarrassments of Russia. 

Bu t i t i s not to be expected that L o r d Aberdeen and M. Drouyn de L ' H u y s 

should a t tempt such energetic s teps. The powers that be are not for striking 10 

their b lows home, and if a general war b reaks out, t he energy of the com

mander s will be shackled so as to render them innocuous . If never theless , 

decisive victories occur, care will be taken that i t is by mere chance , and that 

their consequences are as harmless as possible for the enemy. 

T h e war on the Asiatic shore of the Black Sea might at once be put an end 15 

to by the f lee ts ; tha t on the European side would go on comparat ively 

uninterrupted. The Russians, bea ten out of the Black Sea, deprived of Odessa 

and Sevastopol , could not cross the Danube without great r isk, (except in 

the direction of Servia, for insurrect ionary purposes , ) bu t they might very 

well hold the Principalities, until superior forces and the r isk of large bodies 20 

of t roops being landed on their flank and rear should drive them out of 

Wallachia. Moldavia they need not evacuate without a general action, for 

flank and rear demonstrat ions would there be of little impor tance , as long 

as Chot in and Kishenieff offered them a safe communica t ion with Russia. 

But as long as the war is confined to the Wes te rn Powers and Turkey on 25 

the one hand, and Russia on the other, i t will not be a European war such 

as we have seen since 1792. However , let i t once commence , and the in

dolence of the Weste rn Powers , and the activity of Russ ia will soon compel 

Aust r ia and Prussia to decide for the Autocrat . Prussia will probably be of 

no great account , as i t is more than likely that her a rmy, whatever its capaci- 30 

ties m a y be , will be wasted by presumpt ion a t some second Jena . Austr ia , 

notwithstanding her bankrupt condition, notwithstanding the insurrect ions 

that may occur in Italy and Hungary , will be no contemptible opponent . Rus

sia herself obliged to keep up her a rmy in the Principalities, and on the Cau

casian frontier, to occupy Poland, to have an a rmy for the defense of the 35 

Baltic coast , and especially of St. Petersburg and Finland, will have very few 

t roops to spare for offensive operat ions . If Austr ia , Russ ia and Prussia , (al

w a y s supposing the latter not ye t put to rout,) can muster five or six hundred 

thousand m e n on the Rhine and the Alps , i t will be more than can be reason

ably expected. And for five hundred thousand allies, t he F rench alone are a 40 

match , supposing them to be led by Generals not inferior to those of their 
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opponents , among w h o m the Austr ians alone possess commanders wor thy of 

the name. The Russian Generals are not formidable, and as to the Pruss ians , 

they have no Generals at all; their officers are heredi tary subalterns. 

But we mus t not forget that there is a sixth power in Eu rope , which at given 

5 moments asserts its supremacy over the whole of the five so-called "g rea t " 

powers and makes them t remble , every one of them. Tha t power is the 

Revolution. Long silent and retired, i t is now again called to action by the 

commercial crisis, and by the scarcity of food. F r o m Manches ter to Rome , 

from Paris to Warsaw and Pesth , i t is omnipresent , lifting up its head and 

10 awaking from its s lumbers . Manifold are the symptoms of its returning life, 

everywhere visible in the agitation and disquietude which have seized the 

proletarian class. A signal only is wanted , and this sixth and greatest Eu

ropean power will come forward, in shining armor, and sword in hand, like 

Minerva from the head of the Olympian. This signal the impending European 

15 war will give, and then all calculations as to the balance of power will be upse t 

by the addition of a new element which , ever buoyan t and youthful, will as 

much baffle the plans of the old Eu r op ea n powers , and their Generals , as 

it did from 1792 to 1800. 
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Karl Marx 

The Western Powers and Turkey 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 3988, 28. Januar 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , Jan. 10, 1854. 

The charge against Mr. Szemere of having revealed the place where the 

Hungar ian crown was concealed, was first brought forward by the Vienna 

Soldatenfreund, the avowed organ of the Austr ian police, and this single fact 5 

should have sufficed to prove the falsehood of the accusation. The police 

is not used to gratuitously denounce its own accomplices , while i t is one of 

its habitual tr icks to th row suspicion on the innocent , in order to cover the 

culpable. A m a n of the standing and the influence of Mr . Szemere would be 

the very last to be spontaneously sacrificed by the Austr ian police, had they 10 

been able to secure his cooperat ion. If the secret was no t be t rayed by the 

indiscret ion of one of the agents of Mr. Kossuth—a case by no means im

probable—I cannot bu t suspect the Count K. Bat thyany , now resident a t 

Par is , of having been the traitor. He was one of the very few persons initiated 

into the secret of the place where the regalia were hidden, and he is the only 15 

man among them who has applied to the Vienna Cour t for an amnesty. This 

last fact I have reason to suppose, he will not deny. 

L o r d Hardinge, the British Commander-in-Chief, has been prevailed upon 

to wi thdraw his resignation. As to the Duke of Norfolk, we are informed by 

the correspondent of The Dublin Evening Mail, tha t "a bit of palace gossip 20 

has got wind. A certain noble Duke , w h o holds an office at court , in com-

mendam, with the highest hereditary feudal dignity in the Sta te , made a little 

too free, i t is said, with the champagne at the royal table , the result of which 

was the loss of his mos t noble equilibrium in the dining-room, and the in

volvement of Majesty itself in the ca tas t rophe. The consequence of this 25 

annoying contretemps has been the resignation of the noble Duke and the 

appointment of Ear l Spencer as Lord High Steward of her Majes ty ' s 

Househo ld . " 

Mr . Sadleir, the broker of the Irish brigade, has again tendered his resigna-
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t ion of his ministerial post , which has this t ime been accepted by L o r d 

Aberdeen. This posi t ion has become untenable after the public disclosures 

made before an Ir ish cour t of law as to the scandalous means by which he 

had contr ived to get into Parl iament. The control of the Cabinet of all the 

5 Talents over the Irish brigade will not be s t rengthened by this un toward 

event . The bread-riots which occurred on Fr iday and Saturday a t Credi t ton, 

Devonshire , were a sort of popular answer to the glowing descriptions of 

prosperi ty which the ministerial and free t rade papers thought fit to amuse 

their readers with at t he obsequies of the year 1853. 

10 The Patrie s tates from Trebizond that the Russian "Chargé d'Affaires at 

Teheran , having demanded the dismissal of two of the most popular Minis

ters of the Shah of Persia, the people became exci ted, and the Commander 

of the Guard said he would not answer for public tranquillity if this demand 

were complied with. According to this account , i t was the dread of an ex-

15 plosion from the dislike of the people for Russia that induced the Shah to 

renew his relations with the Chargé d'Affaires of England." 

To the huge mass of diplomatic papers , communicated to the public, are 

now added a Note of the Four Powers da ted the 12th of December and jointly 

addressed by their respect ive Embassador s a t Constant inople to the Por te , 

20 and a new circular of Mr. Drouyn de THuys to the French diplomatic agents , 

dated Paris , Dec . 30. On perusing the note of the Four Powers , we unders tand 

the ext reme agitation which prevailed at Constant inople after the acceptance 

of the N o t e by the Por te became known, the insurrect ionary movemen t 

occurring on the 21st., and the necessi ty the Turkish Ministry was placed 

25 in, solemnly to proclaim that the operat ions of the war would not be inter

rupted nor interfered with by the renewed peace negotiations. Just nine days 

after the intelligence of the t reacherous and cowardly butchery at Sinope 

had reached Constant inople and aroused throughout the Ot toman Empire 

one t remendous cry for revenge, the Four Powers coolly invite, and the 

30 Embassadors of Great Britain and F rance force the Por te to enter into 

negotiations with the Czar , the base of which is that all the ancient treaties 

shall be renewed; tha t the firmans relative to the spiritual privileges octroyed 

by the Sultan to his Christ ian subjects , shall be accompanied by new assur

ances given to each of these powers , consequent ly to the Czar ; tha t the Por te 

35 shall name a plenipotentiary to establish an armist ice: tha t it shall allow 

Russia to erect a church and a hospital at Jerusa lem and pledge itself to the 

Powers , consequent ly to the Czar , to ameliorate its internal administrative 

system. The Por te shall not only not receive any indemnity at all for the heavy 

losses i t has undergone consequent on the piratical acts of the Muscovi te ; 

40 all the chains in which Russ ia has made Turkey dance for a quarter of a 

century , shall not only be forged anew, bu t the pr isoner shall be kep t closer 
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t han before; the Por te shall lay itself at the mercy of the Autocra t by giving 

him humble assurances with regard to the firmans relat ive to the spiritual 

privileges of its Christian subjects , and pledging itself to h im with regard to 

its internal administrative system; thus surrendering at once the religious 

protec tora te and the dictation over its civil government to the Czar . In 5 

compensat ion for such a surrender the Por te receives the promise of " the 

mos t speedy evacuat ion possible of the Principali t ies," the invasion of which 

L o r d Clanricarde declared to be "an act of p i racy ," and the assurance that 

the preamble of the t reaty of July 13,1841 — which has proved so t rus tworthy 

a safeguard against Russia — shall be formally confirmed. 10 

Although the unfathomable abjectness of these pitiful " P o w e r s " reached 

its highest possible pitch in frightening, some days after the event of Sinope, 

the Porte into a negotiation on such bases , they will not get rid of their 

embar rassment in this sneaking way. The Czar has gone too far to suffer even 

the appearance of his pre tended exclusive protec tora te over the Christ ian 15 

subjects of Turkey to be supplanted by a European one , and already we are 

informed by the Vienna correspondent of The Times tha t "Aust r ia has 

demanded whether the Russian Court would object to a E u ro p ean protector

ate over the Christ ians in Turkey. The reply, in mos t posit ive language, was 

that Russ ia would permit no other Power to meddle in the quest ion of the 20 

Greek Church. Russia had treaties with the Por te and .would settle the 

quest ion wi th her a lone ." We are also informed by The Standard tha t 

"Nicholas will not accept any proposi t ion not proceeding directly from the 

Turkish sovereign individually, thus rejecting any right of mediation or 

interference on the par t of the European Powers—an insult to those Powers 25 

which none can regard as unmer i ted ." 

The only important passage of the circular of Monsieur Drouyn de l 'Huys 

is that announcing the entrance of the united squadrons into the Black Sea, 

with a view to "combine their movements in such a manner as to prevent 

the terr i tory or the flag of Turkey from being the object of any fresh at tack 30 

on thé par t of the naval forces of Russ ia ." Non bis in idem. Lamoutarde après 

la viande. The Morning Chronicle of yes terday published a telegraphic dis

pa tch from its correspondent at Constant inople , da ted the 30th, stating that 

the combined fleets had entered the Black Sea. " T h e fleets may enter the 

Black Sea , " says The Daily News, "only to do wha t they have been doing 35 

in the Bosphorus—nothing." According to The Press, "Orde r s have already 

been sent out for one ship from the English and one from the F rench fleet 

to enter the Black Sea, and under flag of t ruce to enter Sevastopol . When 

there they are to inform the Russian Admiral that if he leaves the por t of 

Sevastopol he will be immediately fired in to . " Although the Russian fleet, 40 

at this not very propit ious season, and after their glorious exploit at Sinope, 
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have nothing whatever to call t hem out into the Black Sea, the Czar will not 

allow England and F rance to exclude him, even temporari ly, from waters 

from which he has succeeded in excluding them ever since 1833. His prestige 

would be gone were he not to answer this communicat ion by a declarat ion 

5 of war. "A declaration of war of Russ ia against F rance and England," says 

the Neue Preussische Zeitung, " is more probable than a speedy peace be 

tween Russia and Turkey . " 

At N e w r y (Ulster), a great meet ing was held for the purpose of taking into 

considerat ion the unprovoked aggression of Russ ia against Turkey. I am glad 

10 to be enabled, through the friendly communicat ion from Mr. Urquhar t of the 

Newry report , to give your readers the mos t remarkable passages of tha t 

gent leman's speech. Having explained, on several occasions , my o w n views 

of the Oriental question, I need not point out those topics on which I must 

disagree from Mr. Urquhar t . L e t me only remark that his views are confirmed 

15 by the intelligence that " t h e peasants of Lesse r Wallachia, assisted by the 

Wallachian soldiery, have r isen against the Russians . The whole count ry in 

the environs of Kalefat and along the left shore of the Danube , is in motion. 

The Russian functionaries have evacuated Turmal . " 

After some introductory remarks Mr. Urquha r t said: 

20 . . . " In those mat ters which affect our gravest interests and intercourse 

with foreign States , there is neither restraint of law, nor guidance of system, 

there is no responsibility to the nat ion, no penalt ies for the omission of any 

duty, or for the perpetra t ion of any cr ime; you are entirely desti tute of all 

Consti tutional means of restraint , because you are either kept in ignorance 

25 or you are misinformed. This system is, therefore , one calculated to perver t 

the nat ion, to corrupt the Government and to endanger the State. Meanwhile , 

you are opposed to a Government , t he mos t crafty and systematic, the most 

hostile and unscrupulous , and which has worked its w a y to that preeminence 

of power by which i t th rea tens the world, through the use which i t has been 

30 enabled to make of the very Governments which it labors to overthrow—and 

there is this peculiarity in our condit ion, as there was formerly in that of 

Athens—that Russia has found or formed the chief instruments of her great

ness in the breas t of that Sta te , whose public councils most opposed her 

policy. There is for this a substant ive reason tha t England in such mat ters 

35 is the black spot of ignorance. The Uni ted States has a President , and he 

exercises the due prerogat ives of royal ty ; there is a Senate which controls 

the execut ive, and has prior knowledge of its ac t s ; (hear , hear and cheers . ) 

In F rance , there have been repeatedly Commit tees of Parl iament, to in

vestigate the national t ransact ions, calling for documents , and bringing 

40 before them the Foreign Minister for examinat ion. There , too , the nat ion is 

alert, according, at least, to its knowledge, and so is the Government ; for 
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on such mat ters hinge the existence of ministries and of dynast ies . In Austr ia , 

the re is at least a monarch, and he has knowledge of the acts of his servants . 

In Turkey and in Russia, you see that in one country the feeling of the people 

constra ins the Government , and in the other the Government represents the 

will of the nation. England alone remains wi th a c rown, wi thout authori ty, 5 

wi th a Government without system, with a Par l iament wi thout control , and 

a nat ion without knowledge. (Hea r , Hea r . ) Revert ing now to the application 

of this state of things, to the facts before us , I have first to tell you—and it 

is the salient matter—that Russia has no force to effect her threats , and that 

she has calculated merely upon the facility of terrifying you by groundless 10 

fears , tha t she has had no purpose whatever of making war on Turkey , that 

she has no means for doing so, tha t she has not even made disposition for 

such an object , tha t she has calculated upon you restraining Turkey, so that 

she might occupy her provinces , and calculates further u p o n you for forcing 

from that State such compliance wi th insolent demands as shall b reak up the 15 

Ot toman Empire . (Hear, hear.) I t is by your Embassador in Constant inople 

and by your squadron in the Bosphorus that she is about to achieve her ends . 

And here I must adver t to a s tatement made by my gallant friend Colonel 

Chesney, and a t the same time supply an omission which he has made . He 

stated, tha t as matters stood before the Pruth was crossed, Turkey was more 20 

than a match for Russia, but he did not give you the high est imate he en

ter ta ins and has expressed of the military qualities of the Turks . He stated, 

even a t the present moment , and wi th all the immense advantages which you 

have enabled Russia to acquire, he was still in doubt whether Turkey was 

no t a match for Russia. On this point I have not the shadow of a doubt , if 25 

you grant me two conditions—the first, tha t your Embassador and your 

squadron are wi thdrawn, the second, that Turkey recovers its emasculat ing 

rel iance on foreigners. But after that came another s ta tement , doubtingly 

indeed made , bu t which from his high authori ty, and there is no higher 

authori ty in these matters—may carry an undue weight or bear an un- 30 

justifiable interpretat ion. He said that the moment might be a t p resen t favor

able for Russia, because the Danube was frozen, and she might push her 

forces across into Bulgaria. But wha t forces has she got to p u s h into Bulgar

ia? Eu rope has for many months given heed to exaggerated s ta tements ; we 

have been industriously informed of the vas t accumulat ions of her forces 35 

prepared to come in action. They were current ly ra ted for 150,000 men, and 

the people were ready to believe that 150,000 m e n sufficed for the conques t 

of Turkey. I received some t ime ago an official s ta tement which reduced to 

80,000 men , the whole number that had crossed the Pruth , of which be tween 

20,000 or 30,000 had already perished by disease or were in hospital . The 40 

s ta tement was sent by me to one of the newspapers , bu t was not inserted, 
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being considered incredible. Russ ia has now published her own s ta tement , 

reducing the entire number to 70,000 men. (Cheers.) Putt ing aside then the 

relative strength of bo th Empires , if all their forces were brought up it must 

be clear that Russia had no intention of making war with such an amount 

5 of force as this. N o w wha t was the force which Turkey had to oppose? No 

less than, at the t ime referred to , 180,000 men be tween the Balkan and the 

Danube , now increased to 200,000 men in strong, fortified posit ions, with 

a Russian force reduced to 50,000 m e n at the outs ide, and these demoralized 

by defeat and infected by desert ion. As to the qualities of the Turkish t roops 

10 and their superiority to the Russ ians , you have heard the tes t imony of 

General Bern; you have t h e living tes t imony of Colonel Chesney—confirmed 

by the events which have filled Eu rope wi th as tonishment and admiration. 

Observe we are not now upon the point of the relative power of the two 

Empires bu t of that of the intention and mode of proceeding of the one— 

15 Russia. My argument is tha t she did not p ropose making war ; because , on 

the one hand, she had not upon the spot the requisi te force, and , on the other , 

tha t she could reckon on the Cabinet of England. Russ ia had no intention 

of making war—she has no intention now. This is wha t I have stated before 

the war—that she would enter and occupy the Principalities by the aid of 

20 England. H o w have I been able to prognost icate? N o t , certainly, by the 

knowledge of Russia ' s designs, which thousands know as well or bet ter than 

me , bu t by the knowledge of England 's character . But let us reconsider the 

case—it is too important to pass i t over. Colonel Chesney said that the real 

quest ion was the reserve which Russ ia had behind the Pra th . Of that reserve 

25 he had heard lately a great deal. Osten Sacken, with his 50,000 men, was on 

full march on the Danube to retr ieve the disaster of Oltenitza. N o w , the 

50,000 men dwindled to 18,000, and the bes t of all is , that even they have 

not arrived. (Laughter and cheering.) Taking then Colonel Chesney ' s 

number , 75,000, reduced by deaths and sickness to 50,000, and throwing into 

30 these the 18,000 of ubiquitous rese rve , we shall only have , after all, 

70,000 men to opera te against 200,000 strongly ent renched and in a moun

tainous region, and at a season of the year when , hi ther to , the Russians have 

invariably retired from the field. N o w let me recall the events of the late war 

in 1828 and '29. Turkey was then in convulsions. Then Mussulman 's sword 

35 was turned against Mussu lman ' s ; t h e provinces were in revolt , Greece in 

insurrection, the old military force annihilated, the new conscripts scarcely 

disciplined, and amounting only to 33,000 men. The command of the Black 

Sea wrenched from Turkey by British broads ides , delivered in full force in 

the harbor of Navar ino ; and then i t was tha t Russia, backed by England and 

40 France , made a spring upon Turkey and reached the center of her provinces 

before she knew that war was declared. A n d h o w many men do you think 
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she then judged i t prudent to employ? T w o hundred and sixteen thousend. 

(Cheers . ) And yet i t was only by decept ion and through the influence of the 

English Embassador , who unfortunately had re turned, that she was seduced 

to sign that t rea ty of Adrianople tha t was surprised from her. (Hear , hear . ) 

L o o k at Turkey now, united in hear t and feeling, with a heroism inspired at 5 

once by the love of country and detestat ion of outrages—with united au

thori ty, ample resources , able to dispose of 300,000 volunteers , of the mos t 

martial character to be found on the face of the earth—of 250,000 disciplined 

troops—victorious in Asia—with the command of the Black Sea—not lost, be 

it observed, as I shall presently show, at Sinope—with s team to convey, 10 

wi thout loss of men or t ime, her contingents to the scene of action from the 

remotes t provinces of the Empire , from the snowy hights of the Caucasus 

to the arid deser ts of Arabia, from the was tes of Africa to the Persian 

Gulf—one spirit of indignation prevails—of manhood has been aroused. ( Hear 

and cheers . ) Yes , but as in the former war , a Navar ino brought the Cossacks 15 

across the Balkan; so now may the screw propellers of Britain, even without 

war , bring Russian hulks to the Dardanel les . But I am speaking of Russian 

intentions, tha t is the point. I t is in Downing-st . tha t this victory is to be 

achieved, and not in the East . Meanwhile , are you unsca thed? Is there a m a n 

before me who does not suffer in substance? Is there one the price of whose 20 

bread is not enhanced, whose employment , or the employment of his capital 

is not curtai led? ( Hear , hear. ) Whose taxes are not increased? Is not Change-

alley convulsed? H a v e we not seen by this movemen t of Russian t roops a 

dis turbance of the money market produced equal to two-thirds of that 

exper ienced in 1847—and yet Russia has never intended war . H a v e we not 25 

seen the Governments of Europe degraded and the ground work laid of 

insurrect ions and convulsions—and yet Russia never intended war . H a v e we 

no t seen the Ot toman Empire exhausting itself by an enormous military 

establ ishment of half a million of men, because Russia has displaced 70,000 

t roops to feed at her expense and at the expense of the operat ives of Great 30 

Britain? And—all this because you have believed people easy of belief that 

Russ ia was so strong that she could not be resisted—Turkey so weak that 

she could not be supported. Really we live in an age of d reams and of fables; 

we are men not to believe this only, we are men to believe tha t Russ ia is more 

powerful than all the powers of the world banded against her . The Times 35 

makes light of the army of Moslems, makes equally light of the armies of 

F rance and the navies of England, and gravely tells us that all Europe and 

Turkey to boot may as soon at tempt to keep the Russ ians out of Con

stantinople, as to keep the nor th winds from blowing across the Sarmatian 

Plains. And the argument as regards Europe is jus t as good as respecting 40 

Turkey ; yet Turkey will fall, if you persevere . Russ ia has displaced 
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70,000 men, and in consequence Turkey is moved with terror and in

dignation—England convulsed with fear and panic—Russia, too , convulsed 

with shouts of laughter. (Laughte r and prolonged cheering.) I have said I 

would rever t to the affair of Sinope, or as i t has been justly termed, the little 

5 Navar ino . I don ' t refer to that ungraceful event in reference to our conduct— 

for we have done in this nothing more disgraceful than in the rest—but I refer 

to i t as bearing upon the relative strength of the two part ies. So considered, 

i t has added nothing to Russia ' s power , and taken nothing from that of 

Turkey, but the reverse . I t has placed in the mos t unmistakable light the 

10 justifiable fears of the Russians of Turkish p rowess . He re we have seen a 

fact without parallel even in our own naval annals—frigates laying themselves 

alongside line-of-battle ships, and commanders casting the torch into the 

powder magazine, and offering themselves up for holocaust on their coun

t ry 's shrine. Wha t may not be achieved against a Government which in every 

15 act, and especially in this, is the object of abhorrence and disgust to every 

human being. Observe that the mari t ime force of Turkey is un touched; no t 

a line-of-battle ship, not a s teamer has been sacrificed. N o w she is doubly 

insured in the command of the Black Sea if the diplomatists are wi thdrawn; 

and i t is they, and they alone, who have produced the so-called disaster of 

20 Sinope. But that disaster was prepared for another end; it was as a rod and 

a goad to urge the lagging beas ts of bu rden in Paris and in London, and to 

drive them into enforcing the te rms of set t lement upon the belligerents. 

Before I entered this meeting, I heard it stated by a gent leman of the Com

mit tee , that i t was perfectly competen t for England and France to interpose 

25 be tween them if they expected by so doing to secure peace . I know that wha t 

he has stated is the general impression throughout this land, bu t I did not 

the less on that account listen to h im with horror . W h o gave you the r ight 

to go about the world enforcing peace by a rms? I t is one thing to resist 

aggression, i t is another thing to commit it. (Hea r , hear!) You cannot inter-

30 pose even to save Turkey , save by declaring war against Russia . Your inter

position, however , will be for Russia ' s behoof, and at her dictation, and with 

the effect of imposing condit ions on Turkey which mus t bring her fall . . . 

In your negotiations you will p ropose to Turkey to relieve her from her pas t 

t reaties with Russia in considerat ion of a European sett lement. This has , 

35 indeed, been already put forward, and has been received with acclamation 

by a nation which has acclaims ready for every pervers ion. Good Heavens ! 

a European sett lement! That is wha t Turkey has to rely upon. Surely your 

t reaty of Vienna was a European set t lement , and wha t was the result? Tha t 

set t lement was important by its establ ishment of Poland; and what befell 

40 Poland? When Poland had fallen, wha t did your Minister tell you respect ing 

that t rea ty? Why, i t was this : " T h a t i t had given to England the right to 
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express an opinion regarding the events of Po land ." After going on to state 

that he had remonst ra ted on the subject before the event , he says : " B u t 

Russia took another view of the case . " And so i t will be with your present 

set t lement; she will t ake another view of the case . ( L o u d cheers . ) These 

words were stated in the House of Commons ; they were ut tered by the very 5 

Minister (Lord Palmerston) who has now in his hands the fate of Turkey, 

as he had of Poland. But now you are warned; then you were unconscious . 

. . . Le t me refer to a piece of intelligence recent ly published in The Times 

newspaper . It is there stated that our Minister in Persia had had a difference 

with the Government of the Shah, who was on the point of yielding, when 10 

the Minister of Russia interposed to exaspera te the quarrel . Thus there you 

have at the one and at the same moment Russia driving England out of Persia, 

and England imposing Russia on Turkey. This same letter mentions that an 

embassy had reached Teheran; that the Affghans were in the greatest state 

of ferment, and that Dost Mahomed, the implacable enemy of Russia, had 15 

much at hear t the success of his embassy which was to move Pers ia to 

suppor t Turkey. N o w , you will recollect tha t sixteen years ago, England 

made war against the Affghans, with the purpose of dethroning Dost Ma

homed, because he was the enemy of England and the firm ally of Russia. 

N o w , perhaps your Government believed this. If it did, it is very strange that 20 

i t was not upon Russia they made war , but upon the Affghans, which was 

exactly the course to throw them into the a rms of Russia. But your Govern

ment enter tained no such belief; i t then perfectly knew that Dos t Mahomed , 

as now appears , was the implacable foe of Russia, and i t was on that very 

account that i t had at tacked him. The fact has been established, and in the 25 

House of Commons i t has been there proved, tha t documents had been 

absolutely forged representing Dos t Mahomed falsely as the ally of Russia. 

The Envoy of England himself sent home the original for publication. 

(Shame . ) This is but the legitimate result of the secrecy in the Government 

and that ignorance in the nat ion to which I already referred. There is no t a 30 

man in this assembly upon whom my eyes can res t , w h o is not by sufferance 

a participator in this cr ime, and who by this indifference to his count ry ' s acts 

and honor is not degraded to the posit ion of a slave, while under the delusion 

tha t he is a freeman. (Hear , hear . ) May I tell you something of what is 

thought of you by strangers? You have heard recent ly much of German 35 

influences at Court . Perhaps you would like to hear something of the opinions 

of German cousins of the Queen; and let me tell you, if Germany is Russian, 

i t is England that has made her so. Lis ten now to. these words : 

"If Turkey is not interfered with by England and F rance she will conquer . 

If, on the contrary, the Western Powers , in their infatuated subservience 40 

cannot refrain from 'mediating, ' or from meddling wi th the affairs of the Eas t , 
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Turkey is doomed, and universal dominion of the Muscovy Cossacks will 
soon sway the destinies of this world! Ye t how noble has hitherto been the 
position and attiude of poor Turkey , in spite of all diplomatic embezzlement , 
and though she mis took a band of assassins for her friends. Mat te r s look, 

5 indeed, gloomy! and I have hourly been expect ing a bombardment by the 
allied fleets of her capital in order to bend her moral heroism to disgraceful 
submission. The Turks may truly say: 'Longa est injuria, longae ambages, 

sed summa sequar fastigia rerum/'What a cont ras t in their present behavior 
as compared with that of England on similar occasions ! they 'make war'— 

10 England carries on piracy. Recol lect only the 'Declarat ion of L ima ' and the 
invasion of Affghanistan, the bombardmen t of Copenhagen and the batt le 
of Navar ino and then think of Turkey as it s tands there at present—abased 
and threatened, even invaded and provoked by the 'civilized world; ' she 
remains amid all her trials, calm and judicious, firm and resolute , but se-

15 rene . 
Y o u may judge by this that there are those in the loftiest station who may 

sigh in vain for the privilege which your indulgence affords to me of finding 
a vent for my indignation, and the opportuni ty of warning of coming events . 
Suffer me then to tell you the posi t ion in which you stand. Britain presents 

20 two features , she is an idiot at h o m e , she is a maniac abroad, an armed 
maniac , endangering her own life and the lives of o thers . You are not so 
individually though you are so collectively. Awaken then your individual 
intelligence and restrain the corporate maniac until you have t ime to t reat 
the disordered brain—this system from which all the evil p roceeds . " ( L o u d 

25 and long continued cheer ing) . 

I may add to Mr. Urquhar t ' s speech that L o r d Palmers ton 's last coup 

d'éclat and the favor of the people bes towed upon him, have made him Prime 
Minister in reality, if not in name. 

Karl Marx. 
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The War in the East 

The Zuid Africaan. 
Kapstadt, 6. März 1854 

London , January 14, 1854. 

At last, this long pending "Eas t e rn Ques t ion" appears to have reached a step 

w h e r e diplomacy will not m u c h longer be enabled to monopol ize this ground 

for its ever shifting and ever result less movemen t s . On the 3rd inst. the 

F rench and British fleets have entered the Black Sea, in order to prevent 5 

the Russian navy from doing harm either to the Turkish fleet or the Turkish 

coast . Once before the Czar Nicholas has declared that such a step would 

b e , for him, the signal for a declarat ion of war . Will he now stand it quietly? 

There is a repor t to-day that the combined French and English fleets, together 

wi th the first division of the Turkish navy, are t ransport ing 17,000 Turks to 10 

Ba toum. If this be correct , it is as much an act of war as if they made a direct 

a t tack u p o n Sebastopol , and the Czar cannot bu t declare war a t once . 

But would Russia stand alone? Which par t would Austr ia and Prussia take 

in a general war? 

It is reported that Louis Bonapar te has notified to the Austr ian government 15 

that , if in case of a conflict with Russia, Austr ia sided wi th this power , the 

F rench Government would avail itself of the e lements of insurrect ion, which, 

in Italy and Poland, only required a spark to be kindled again into a raging 

fire, and that then the restorat ion of Italian and Polish nationality would be 

a t tempted by F rance . The Austr ian government , however , we may con- 20 

fidently assume, will be more influenced by its own financial em

bar rassments than by the threats of Bonapar te . 

The state of the Austr ian Exchequer may be inferred from the late aug

menta t ion of its depreciated notes and from the recen t expedient of the 

government enact ing a discount of 15 pet . upon the paper money issued by 25 

themselves . This device, working the depreciat ion of their own paper , per

haps carries tax-making ingenuity to its perfection, it is putt ing a t ax on the 

paymen t of taxes . According to the German papers , the Austr ian budget for 

1854 will show a deficit of 45,000,000 firs, on the ordinary service, and 

50,000,000 firs, on the extraordinary. For the 100th t ime Austr ia is moving 30 

towards a loan, but in a manner which promises no success . It is now 
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p roposed to raise a loan of 50,000,000 firs, for the most ostensible purpose 

of paying interest due and some other pressing demands . 

W h e n the news of the intended en t rance of the united squadron into the 

Black Sea reached Vienna, the money changers had enough to do to change 

5 paper currency for silver coin. People with 100 and 200 florins thronged to 

their counting houses with a view to secure their endangered t reasures . 

Never the less , on the decisive moment , the influence of St. Petersburg at 

Vienna will be paramount and entangle Austr ia , on the side of Russia , into 

the coming struggle. As to Prussia she is at tempting the same game as in 1780, 

10 in 1800 and 1805, to form a league of neutral Baltic or Nor the rn German 

States , at the head of which she might play a par t of some importance and 

turn to which side was to offer her the greates t advantages . 

Tha t the Turko-European f lee ts can des t roy Sebastopol and the Russian 

Black Sea f leet , tha t they can take possess ion of, and hold the K r y m , occupy 

15 Odessa, close the sea of Azoff and let loose the mountaineers of the Cauca

sus , there is no doubt . The measures to be taken in the Baltic a re as self-

evident as those in the Black Sea: an alliance at any price with Sweden ; an 

act of intimidation against Denmark , if necessary ; an insurrection in Finland, 

which would b reak out u p o n landing a sufficient number of t roops , and a 

20 guarantee that no peace would be concluded except upon the condit ion of 

this province being re-united to Sweden : the t roops landed in Finland, to 

menace Petersburg while the fleet bombards Cronstadt . 

All will depend on the mari t ime powers of Eu rope acting resolutely and 

vigorously. 

25 The New Prussian Gazette of the 29th ult. confirms the account of the 

Empero r of Russia having ordered that all the forces in his empire to be 

placed on a war-footing. N o t only has he wi thdrawn his deposits from the 

banks of England and France , bu t also ordered voluntary collections to be 

raised on the par t of his nobility, and the rai lways in progress to be sus-

30 pended , in order to devote to war all the men and money required for their 

construct ion. 

On the other hand a rmaments in F rance are going on more actively than 

ever , the second moiety of the contingent of 80,000 m e n of the class of 1852 

having been called out . In F rance , too , a loan of 200,000,000 frs. (about 

35 £8,000,000) has long been contemplated, but , the dear th of food, the failure 

in the wine and silk c rops , the prevailing commercia l and industrial distress, 

the great apprehensions enter ta ined about the payments to be made a t the 

end of February , the downward tendency of the funds and railway shares, 

all these c i rcumstances tend by no means to facilitate such a t ransact ion. 

40 It is the intention of the British government , as we are informed by the 

Times, to raise the number of seamen and marines for the current year to 
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53,000 men, which is an increase of about 8,000 on the number voted for last 

year , and a further addition to the 5,000 men«raised under the orders of 

L o r d Derby ' s administration. The total increase in the N a v y since 1852 may 

therefore be stated of about 13,000 men . Fo r the force now to be raised 

for the service of the fleet 38,000 will be seamen and boys , and 15,000 5 

mar ines . 

At last the murder is out, as regards the affair of Sinope. The s ta tements 

published of the relative strength of Russia and Turkey at tha t p lace, show 

that the Russians had 3 steam two-deckers , one three-decker and 680 guns 

on their side more than the Turkish forces . So considered the event of Sinope 10 

has added nothing to Russia ' s power , and taken nothing from that of Turkey, 

bu t the reverse . He re we have seen a fact wi thout parallel even in our o w n 

annals—frigates laying themselves alongside line-of-battle ships, and com

manders casting the torch into the powder magazine and offering themselves 

up for holocaust on their country ' s shrine. The real mari t ime force of Turkey 15 

is un touched; not a line-of-battle ship, not a s teamer having been sacrificed. 

This is not all. According to the last intelligence received, one of the finest 

three-deckers of the Russian fleet, the Rostislav, a 120-gun ship, has been 

sunk by the Turks . This fact, kept back hi therto under the specious pre text 

that the Rostislav did not sink during the action, bu t immediately af terwards, 20 

is now admitted by the Russians , and forms a good set-off against the 

des t royed Turkish ships. If one three-decker was actually sunk, we may 

expec t that the other Russian vessels received very serious harm indeed 

during the action, and after all the victory of Sinope may have more disabled 

the Russian than the Turkish fleet. When the Pasha of Egypt heard of the 25 

disaster at Sinope, he ordered the immediate a rmament of 6 frigates, 5 cor

vet tes and 3 brigs, dest ined to fill up the chasm which has been produced 

in the material of the Turkish fleet. 

The Egyptian steam-frigate Pervaz-Bahri disabled and taken after nearly 

five hours struggle by the far larger Russian steam-frigate Vladimir, was so 30 

riddled wi th shot that she could hardly be brought into Sebastopol , and when 

there , sank at once . The Pervaz-Bahri was only carried into the harbour of 

Sebastopol by the aid of its chief-engineer, Mr . Bell, an Englishman, who was 

promised on the par t of the Admiral Kornüoff, if he succeeded in taking it 

there in safety, to be set immediately at liberty. W h e n arrived at Sebastopol , 35 

instead of being released, Mr . Bell and his sub-engineers and stokers were 

pu t into close confinement, with the miserable al lowance of 3d. a-day for 

their maintenance and given to unders tand that they would have to march 

80 miles on foot, at this inclement season, into the interior. Pr ince Menshi-

kof f, w h o commands at Sebastopol , was approved by the Czar and his minis- 40 

te rs , w h o turned a deaf ear to the representat ions of our Consul at Odessa 
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and the British Ambassador at St. Petersburg. I t was already known that a t 

the battle of Sinope two English merchant -men, following private t rade , were 

heedlessly and ruthlessly involved in the general destruction. The following 

is the simple narrat ive of the destruct ion of one of these vessels as given 

5 by a F rench paper : 

" O n the 30th November the brigantine Howard , belonging to Bideford, 

a seaport in the South of England, had finished the discharge of a cargo of 

coals to the Austr ian Consul , Mr. Pirentz , a t Sinope, and was then at anchor 

taking in ballast with a view of sailing to Fa t sah for a cargo of corn, which 

10 she had engaged to carry to England, w h e n the Russian fleet suddenly came 

in sight, and without giving any notice whatever , or affording any opportuni ty 

for foreign vessels to r emove out of danger, commenced a heavy fire of shot 

and shells on the Turkish fleet lying at anchor and in a few minutes entirely 

des t royed the Howard and other merchan t vessels in the harbour . " This 

15 atrocious infraction on international law is paraded in the Odessa bulletin, 

while the Russian journals s imultaneously announced in insulting language 

that , while the English fleets dared not enter the Black Sea, the English 

government dared not refuse the use of its dockyards to repair a Russian 

man-of-war. 

20 The latest mails have brought us more supplementary news with regard 

to the military events which lately took place in Asia. I t appears that the 

Turks have been compelled entirely to evacuate the Russo-Armenian terri

tory, but the precise resul t of the engagements , which determined this retreat , 

i s not ye t known. One Turkish corps had penet ra ted on the direct road to 

25 Akkalzikhe from Ardahan, while another body took the more southern road 

from Kars by Alexandropol (in Georgian Giimri) to Tiflis. Both these corps , 

i t appears , were met by the Russ ians . According to the Russian accounts the 

Turks were routed on either line and lost about 40 pieces of cannon; as to the 

Turkish accounts we have nothing official but in private cor respondence the 

30 retreat is explained by the necessi ty of going into winter quar ters . Certain 

i t is , that the Turks have evacuated the Russ ian terri tory with the except ion 

of For t St. Nicholas , that the Russians followed them, and that their ad

vanced guard even ventured to within a mile of Kar s , where it was repulsed. 

We know besides , tha t the Turkish a rmy of Anatolia, recruited as i t is from 

35 the Asiatic provinces , the seat of old Moslem barbarism, and counting in its 

ranks a great number of irregulars, unreliable though generally brave sol

diers of adventure , fancy warr iors , and filibusters of Kurdistan—that the 

army of Anatolia, is nothing like the staid, disciplined and drilled army of 

Roumelia , where the commander knows how m a n y and what men he has from 

40 day to day under his command, and where the thirst for independent ad

venture and private plunder is held under check by articles of war and courts 
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martial . We know that the Russ ians , very hard up for t roops in the beginning 

of the Asiatic campaign, have been reinforced by the 13th division of infantry 

(16,000 men) under Lieutenant General Obrucheff I I , and by a body of 

Cossacks from the Don ; we know that they have been able to keep the 

mounta ineers in bounds , to maintain their communicat ion as well across the 5 

Caucasus by Vladikavkaz as by sea to Odessa and Sebastopol . Unde r these 

c i rcumstances , and considering that the Turkish commander Abdi Pasha was 

either a traitor or a dunce (he has been recalled since and Ahmed Pasha has 

been sent in his stead), we should not wonder at all i f the Turks had been 

wors ted , al though there can be no doubt of the exaggerat ion prevailing in 10 

the Russian bulletins. 

On the Danube , the Russians have some time ago at tacked Matchin, a fort 

si tuated on an arm of the Danube . A s teamer came up with two gun boa t s ; 

they were met by a hot f ire; the gun boats , i t is said, were sunk, and the 

s teamer so far damaged that it had to make the bes t of its way home . Three 15 

or four skirmishes occurred, part ly be tween the outposts at Kalafat , part ly 

be tween the Russian pos ts on the Danube and small Turkish part ies who 

crossed the river in order to surprise them. The Turks ascribe to themselves 

the advantage in all the encounters . I t is to be regret ted tha t the Turkish 

irregulars, fit more for this duty than for any other , have not long since been 20 

ordered to carry on this war on a small scale with the greates t activity. They 

would have proved more than a match for the Cossacks , disorganized the 

necessari ly faulty system of outposts of the enemy, faulty because extending 

over a line 300 miles in length: they would have dis turbed the Russian 

p lans , obtained a perfect knowledge of the enemy ' s movements and 25 

might wi th proper caut ion and boldness have been victorious in every 

encounter . 

F r o m telegraphic news , received this moment , i t appears that " o n the 6th 

of this month , a Turkish division, 15,000 strong, with 15 pieces of artillery, 

a t tacked the entrenched position of Citale, not far from Kalafat , and took 30 

it with s torm; that the Russians lost 2,500 men and that a re inforcement of 

18,000 Russians marching from Karakal , was forced to ret ire with a loss of 

250 m e n . " According to another report , the great majority of the populat ion 

of Lesse r Wallachia has r isen against, and Kra jova been placed in a state 

of siege by, the Russians . 35 

Meanwhi le Russia exhausted herself in efforts to seduce or alarm in all 

quar te rs of the world, on our Indian frontiers, in Persia, Servia, Sweden , 

Denmark , etc . In Persia the British minister had had a difference with the 

Government of the Shah, who was on the point of yielding, w h e n the Russ ian 

Ambassador interposed not only to exasperate the Shah against England, bu t 40 

to drive him into active hostility too , and a declarat ion of war against the 
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Porte . This intrigue, however , is said to have been baffled by the British 

Chargé d'Affaires, Mr . Thompson ' s menace of withdrawing from Teheran , 

by the dread of an immediate explosion from the dislike of the Persian people 

for Russia, and by the arrival of an Affghan E m b assy threatening, if Pers ia 

5 formed an alliance wi th Russia , an invasion of the Persian terr i tory by the 

Affghans. 

A crowd of Russ ian agents w a s simultaneously overrunning Servia— 

seeking out and applying themselves to the places and persons formerly 

known by their a t tachment to the banished family of the Obrenovich—speak-

10 ing to some of the young Prince Michael—to others of his old father Milosh— 

now making them hope , through the protect ion of Russia, [for] the extension 

of the limits of Servia—the formation of a n e w kingdom of Illyria, which 

should unite all those who spoke the Servian language actually under the 

domination of Turkey and Austria,—and now announcing to them, in case 

15 of res is tance, innumerable armies and ut ter subjugation. Notwi ths tanding 

these intrigues, in opposi te senses , tha t Russia ceased not to carry on, she 

has not succeeded in breaking the bonds be tween the Servians and the Sultan, 

but , on the contrary, two firmans were expected from Constant inople a t 

Belgrad, the one suppressing all the relat ions existing be tween Servia and 

20 Russia, and the other confirming all the privileges conceded, at different 

epochs , to the Servian people . Then , the Russ ian Government has actively 

pursued negotiations at Stockholm and Copenhagen, for the purpose of 

inducing the governments of Sweden and Denmark to side with her in the 

approaching European struggle; the great object she has in securing their 

25 alliance, being to obtain the closing of the passages of the Sound and Belts 

against the Wes te rn Powers . All she has effected till now, is the conclusion 

of a t reaty be tween Sweden, Denmark and Prussia concerning an armed 

neutrality, and preparat ions of a rmaments , ostensibly directed against her

self. Private letters from Sweden exult in the possibility of the Duchy of 

30 Finland, so shamefully seized by Russia wi thout a declaration of war , being 

restored to the Scandinavian Kingdom. As to Denmark , the at t i tude, not of 

the people, but of the court , is more equivocal . I t is even rumoured that the 

present Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs will resign and be replaced by 

Count Reventlow-Criminil , a man known to be intimately connected wi th 

35 the Court of St. Petersburg. In F rance the " fus ion" of the Orleanists and 

Legitimists owes to Russia the sort of success i t has met with, while that same 

power is stirring up heaven and ear th to des t roy the entente cordiale existing 

be tween the Governments of England and F rance and to sow distrust be 

tween them. At tempts are being made by some of the Paris journals , in the 

40 pay of Mr. Kisseleff, to create a belief that the English government is no t 

sincere, and we see that in England a journal , in the pay of Mr. de Brunnow, 
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in re turn casts doubts on the sincerity of the F rench Government . Another 

b low, principally aimed against the Wes te rn powers , is the Russian prohibi

tion relative to the exportat ion of Polish corn. 

In the mean time the movements of Wes te rn diplomacy were by no means 

hostile to Russia, but exhibited, on the contrary, ra ther too anxious a tend

ency to temporise wi th justice and to compromise wi th crime. I t is now 

obvious to everyone that their course has been a mistaken and mischievous 

one . T h e resurrect ion of the Vienna conference and the protocol d rawn up 

by them on the 5th ult., the letter of the French and British Ambassadors 

at Constant inople to Reshid Pasha, the collective note of the 4 great powers 

presented to the Por te on the 15th, and accepted by the Sultan on the 31st 

ult., the circular of M r . D r o u y n De l 'Huys , announcing the ent rance of the 

uni ted fleets into the Black Sea, to the F rench diplomatic agents , dated 30th 

ult., such are the principal events of the diplomatic history of the last 6 weeks . 

As to the protocol of the Vienna conference your readers will have been 

informed of its contents before now. Can there be anything more ludicrous 

than its assert ion that " the assurances given on several occasions by the 

Empero r of Russia exclude the idea that that august Sovereign entertains 

any wish to interfere with the integrity of the Ot toman E m p i r e , " and anything 

more mischievous than its urging on Turkey the propriety of consenting to 

a 3 m o n t h s ' armist ice? Two days after the news of the disgraceful bu tchery 

at Sinope had reached Constant inople on the 5th ult., Reshid Pasha ad

dressed a letter to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe and General Baraguay D'Hi l -

l iers, communicat ing the news from Sinope and asking that the fleets might 

enter the Black Sea. On the 12th, a week after the date of Reshid Pasha ' s 

no te , he received a very indifferent answer on the par t of the two Ambassa

dors , intimating to him that " the presence of the Uni ted Squadron had 'a 

political signification,' consequent ly no military one , and that it was 'a moral 

support , ' consequent ly no naval o n e . " Thus the Por te was coerced into the 

acceptance of the joint No te of the 4 powers presented to her on the 

15th December . This note grants the Por te not only no compensat ion what

ever for the losses she has undergone consequent upon the piratical acts of 

the Autocra t ; i t insists not only upon the renewal of all the ancient treaties 

of Kainardji , Adrianople, Unkiar Skellessi, e tc . , which have furnished, for 

a century and a half, the arsenal from which Russia has d rawn her weapons 

of fraud, interference, progress and incorporat ion; bu t i t allows the Czar to 

carry the point of the religious protectora te and administrat ive dictation over 

Turkey by stipulating that " the communicat ion of the f irmans relative to the 

spiritual privileges octroyed by the Sublime Por te to all its subjects not 

Musulmen, should be made to all the powers , and accompanied by suitable 

assurances given to each of them," and that the Por te shall declare on its 
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par t its firm resolution to develop more efficaciously its administrat ive 

system and internal reforms. 

These new proposi t ions, while in their letter, investing the 5 powers of 

Europe with a joint protec tora te over the Christ ian subjects of Turkey, give 

5 in reality, the protec tora te to Russ ia alone. The arrangement is to be , tha t 

France and Austr ia being R o m a n Catholic countr ies , a re to have the pro tec

torate over the R o m a n Catholic Christ ians in Turkey, and England and 

Prussia being Protes tant countr ies , are to have the protectora te over the 

Protes tant subjects of the Sultan, while Russ ia is to have the protec tora te 

10 over those professing the Greek faith. N o w , as the Roman Catholics do not 

number 800,000, nor the Protes tants 200,000, while those w h o profess the 

Greek religion amount to nearly 10,000,000, i t is plain that the Czar would 

indeed acquire the protectora te over the Christ ian subjects in Turkey . These 

proposals of the 4 powers were not accepted by the Por te till on the 19th 

15 ult., w h e n Riza Pasha and Halil Pasha had entered the ministry, the success 

of the Peace or Russian par ty having been thus assured. 

On the 21st ult., when it became known that the Council of Ministers had 

notified to the Four Ambassadors the adopt ion of the proposi t ions they had 

suggested, the Sofias (students) assembled to present a petition against the 

20 resolution taken by the government , and the ou tbreak of dis turbances was 

only prevented by the arres t of the r ingleaders. So great was the exaspera

tion, which prevailed at Constant inople , tha t the Sultan did not venture to 

repair on . the following day to the Divan, nor proceed , as usual, amidst the 

thunder of the cannon, and the hur rahs of the foreign war crew, to the mosque 

25 of Tophana ; and that Reshid Pasha fled for refuge from his own palace in 

Stamboul to the palace contiguous to the res idence of the Sultan. On the 

following day the public mind was somewhat calmed by a proclamation on 

the part of the Sultan, that no stop should be put to the military operat ions . 

These tor tuous , pusil lanimous and inexplicable movements of the Weste rn 

30 diplomacy, which, throughout the dreary history of the last 9 months , almost 

exhausted public pat ience, have th rown doubts upon the sincerity of the 

British Government , and as the public feel themselves at a loss to unders tand 

the motives that may have caused the long endurance on the par t of the 

Wes te rn powers , secret influences are spoken of, and rumours are in-

35 dustriously spread, that Pr ince Albert , t he husband of the Queen , is inter

fering in the affairs of the Execu t ive ; tha t he is not only at tending on his 

Sovereign L a d y at the meetings of her Council , but is using his influence to 

control the advice of the responsible advisers ; that , while exercising his 

opportuni ty to be present at the meeting of the Queen with her ministers, 

40 he is in constant and direct communicat ion wi th foreign cour ts , including the 

Russian one , but except that of F rance . Another tale is, tha t the "fus ion" 
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of the Orleans and elder Bourbon branches of the late royal family of F r ance 

receives almost as much countenance from our cour t as i t does from that 

of Russia, and the visit of the Duke of N e m o u r s at the court of Queen 

Victory, fresh from the meeting with " H e n r y the Fif th ," is pointed at as a 

proof. A fourth report , that the negotiations in the Eas te rn Quest ion, have , 5 

with the assent of Russia, been delegated to the sole intermediat ion of Count 

Buol-Schauenstein, brother-in-law of Count Meyendorf, is cited as evidence 

that this government has never desired independent or effective negotiat ions, 

bu t has , from the first, sought to aid the designs of Russia and her allies, while 

seeming to oppose her. Mr. Roebuck, it is confidently stated, will bring the 10 

whole quest ion of Coburg influence before the H o u s e of Commons , while 

Lord Brougham is said to intend bringing i t before the House of Lords . There 

is no doubt that the Coburg influences form, at this moment , the almost 

exclusive topic of conversat ion in the metropolis . Parl iament will reassemble 

on the 31st instant. 15 

So stern a winter as the present one has not been k n o w n since 1809. T h e 

intensity of the cold has been by no means the mos t trying incident; the 

incessant changes bo th of temperature and of the character of the weather 

have been far worse . The trains run on the rai lway wi th the greatest dif

ficulty; in some parts transit appears to be quite cut off; and in the means 20 

of communicat ion England is th rown back to times forgotten. The electric 

te legraph has been used to mitigate the inconvenience of commercia l docu

men t s , intercepted by snow drifts, and to p revent the noting of bills for 

unexplained non-payment . Never theless the noting of more than 500 bills 

in L o n d o n illustrates the social anarchy occasioned by the uncommon in- 25 

c lemency of the season. The papers are filled with records of the fearful 

shipwrecks caused by the snowstorms and gales, particularly on the Eas te rn 

coast . Although the recently published tables of trading, navigation and 

revenue show a cont inuance of the prosperi ty wi th which 1853 began, the 

severity of the season, coupled with the rising prices of the first necessar ies , 30 

principally of corn, coals and tallow, acts as a hard pressure upon the con

dition of the lower classes. Numerous cases of s tarvat ion have occurred. 

Bread r iots in the Wes t are now forming an accompaniment to the lock-outs 

in the Nor th . 

Time, however , compels to defer a detailed account of t rade and commerce 35 

to a following letter. 
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The Last Battle in Europe. 

The letters of our L o n d o n cor respondents and the European journals enable 

us at last to appreciate in all its bearings the prolonged struggle be tween the 

Turks and Russians , of which Tsheta le , a small village nine miles nor th of 

5 Kalefat , was the arena. N e x t to the fact that the series of sanguinary actions 

in quest ion was character ized by great bravery and that the Turks came off 

victors , the most striking feature of the whole is that it is wi thout practical 

result , so far as the expulsion of the Russians from Wallachia is concerned. 

This comes from a mistake on the par t of the Turks to which we have more 

10 than once had occasion to direct the at tention of our readers . We allude to 

their sending a separate a rmy to Kalefat , in order to shut up the road to 

Servia, while the presence of a strong and concentra ted force near Rus tchuk 

and Hirsova would have been the bes t guarantee against the Russians ventur

ing into that province. Such a force would have menaced the communicat ions 

15 of any Russian army marching wes tward , while a bridge and bridge-head at 

Oltenitza or somewhere thereabouts , fortified like that of Kalefat, could have 

maintained a footing for them on the left bank of the Danube . Bu t even 

wi thout that , the Russians could not c ross the Upper Danube and march into 

Servia, without leaving the Turks to cross the L o w e r Danube and march upon 

20 Bucharest . Of course , in saying this, we reckon the relative strength of the 

part ies to be what it is in reality, and ascribe a decided superiority of numbers 

to the Turkish a rmy of Roumelia , over the Russian a rmy of Wallachia. 

N o w the fact is tha t the Turks have used their superiority in the very w a y 

to nullify i t and provide for being finally bea ten . They did not concentra te 

25 their forces on the L o w e r Danube , but divided them. While 30,000 to 

35,000 men occupied Widdin and Kalefat , the res t of the army remained on 

the Middle and Lower Danube . They occupy the arc of a circle, while the 

Russians occupy the chord of this arc . Thus the latter have less space to 

t raverse in order to concentra te all their t roops on a given spot. Moreover , 
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the shorter roads of the Russians are through a level count ry , while the longer 

ones of the Turks pass over hills and cross many mounta in torrents . The 

Turkish posit ion is, then, as disadvantageous as can b e , and yet i t has been 

t aken in order to satisfy the old prejudice that there is no bet ter way of barring 

a road against an enemy than by placing yourself across it. 5 

On the 20th of December Omer Pasha knew at Shumla, that the Russians 

were preparing a general a t tack upon Kalefat for the 13th of January. He 

had twenty- two days ' t ime; ye t such is the posi t ion of Kalefat with regard 

to the other stations of the Turkish army, that i t does not appear that he could 

bring on any re-enforcements except a few reserves from Sofia. On the other 10 

hand, that the Russians , wi thout having received any considerable re-en

forcements from home—on January 3rd Osten-Sacken ' s ubiquitous corps 

was not ye t at Bucharest—should venture upon a concentra t ion so far wes t , 

shows that either the state of the weather and of the Danube did no t allow 

the Turks to cross the river lower down, or that Gorchakoff had other reasons 15 

to be assured of their inactivity in that quarter . The Turks at Kalefat we re 

ordered to at tack the Russians while ye t in the act of concentrat ing them

selves. The best way to do this was to repeat the exper iment of Oltenitza. 

W h y was not this done? The bridge at Kalefat s tands , in spite of winter and 

floating ice, and there was no posit ion lower down where a similar bridge 20 

and bridge-head could be erected. Or had Omer Pasha been ordered to keep 

on the right bank of the r iver? There is so much of a contradictory na ture 

in the Turkish proceedings, bold and clever measures are so regularly fol

lowed by the mos t palpable sins of omission and commission that diplomatic 

agency must be at the bot tom of it. At all even ts , Gorchakoff would not have 25 

stirred an inch toward Kalefat, had he not been certain tha t the Turks would 

not repea t the Oltenitza movement . 

Altogether some 30,000 Russians mus t have been sent against Kalefat , for 

wi th a lesser force they would hardly have ventured to at tack a fortified 

posit ion, defended by a garrison of 10,000 men , wi th at least 10,000 more for 30 

purposes of reserve or sally. At least one-half, then, of the Russian act ive 

a rmy in Wallachia was concentrated there . Where and how could the other 

half, spread over a long line, have resisted a Turkish force crossing at Olte

nitza, Silistria or Hirsova? And if the communicat ion be tween Widdin and 

Kalefat could be kept up without difficulty, then there was a possibility of 35 

crossing at other points. Thus the Russians by their posit ion on the chord 

of the arc , the periphery of which was held by the Turks , were enabled to 

bring a superior force to the field of battle at Tsheta le , while the Turks could 

not re-enforce their corps at Kalefat , though aware of the intended a t tack 

long beforehand. The Turks deprived of that movemen t of diversion which 40 

would have prevented the whole batt le, deprived of the chance of succor, 
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were reduced to their b ravery and to the hope of cutting up the enemy in 

detail before his concentra t ion was completed. Bu t even this hope was slight, 

for they could not move very far from Kalefat, and every hostile corps of 

inferior strength could ret ire out of the circle of their operat ions. Thus they 

5 fought for five days , generally wi th success , bu t at last had to retire again 

to their en t renchments in the villages around Kalefat , the Russian forces 

being decidedly superior in strength at the end, w h e n new re-enforcements 

arrived. The result is tha t the Russ ian a t tack upon Kalefat is mos t probably 

averted or delayed, and that [the] Turks have shown that in the open field, 

10 no less than behind rampar ts and di tches , they can fight well. The murderous 

character of the encounters may be inferred from the s tatement of a let ter 

from Bucharest , to the effect that in the engagements one whole regiment 

of Russian rifles, and all but 465 m e n of a regiment of lancers , we re com

pletely annihilated. 

15 At Oltenitza the Turks were a t tacked in their ent renched posit ions by the 

Russ ians ; at Tshetale the Russians were a t tacked in their entrenched posi

tions by the Turks . On bo th occasions the Turks have proved victorious, bu t 

without reaping any posit ive results from their victory. The batt le of Olte

nitza happened just w h e n the proclamat ion of an armistice was on its w a y 

20 from Constant inople to the Danube . And the battle of Tshetale curiously 

coincides with the news of the Divan having accepted the last proposals of 

peace , imposed upon them by their Wes te rn allies. In the one instance the 

machinat ions of diplomacy are nullified in the clash of a rms, while, in the 

other , the bloody work of war is simultaneously frustrated by some secret 

25 diplomatic agency. 
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The Fighting in the East—Finances of Austria and France-
Fortification of Constantinople 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 3997, 8. Februar 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Fr iday, Jan. 20, 1854. 

The latest mails have brought us some supplementary news wi th regard to 

the military events which lately took place in Asia . I t appears that the Turks 

have been compelled entirely to evacuate the Russo-Armenian terr i tory, bu t 5 

the precise result of the engagements which determined their re t reat , is not 

known. The Turks had penet ra ted on the direct road to Akhaltzik from 

Ardahan, while another body took the more southern road from K a r s by 

Alexandropol (in Georgian, Giimri) to Tiflis. Bo th these corps , i t appears , 

were m e t by the Russians; according to the Russian accounts , the Turks were 10 

routed on either line and lost about forty pieces of cannon; as to the Turkish 

accounts , we have nothing official, bu t in private cor respondence the re t reat 

is explained by the necessi ty of going into winter quar te rs . 

The only thing certain is this , that the Turks have evacuated the Russian 

terr i tory with the except ion of the For t St. Nicholas ; tha t the Russ ians 15 

followed them, and that their advanced guard even ventured to within a mile 

of Kar s , where i t was repulsed. We know, bes ides , tha t the Turkish a rmy 

of Anatolia, recruited as it is from the Asiatic provinces , the seat of the old 

Moslem barbar ism, and counting in its ranks a great number of irregulars, 

unreliable, though generally brave , soldiers of adventure , fancy warr iors and 20 

fülibusters, tha t this a rmy of Anatolia is nothing like the stern, disciplined 

and drilled army of Roumelia, whose commander knows h o w many and what 

men he has from day to day under his command , and where the thirst for 

independent adventure and private plunder is held under check by articles 

of war and cour ts martial. We know that the Russ ians , who were very hard 25 

up for t roops in the beginning of the Asiatic campaign, have been reenf orced 

by 16,000 men under Lieut . Gen. Obrutscheff I I , and by a body of Cossacks 

from the Don ; we know that they have been able to keep the mounta ineers 

within bounds , to maintain their communicat ion, as well across the Causasus 

by Vladikavkaz, as by sea to Odessa and Sevastopol . 30 

30 



The Fighting in the East—Finances of Austria and France 

Under these c i rcumstances and considering tha t the Turkish commander 

Abdi Pasha was either a traitor or a dunce (he has been recalled since and 

placed under arres t a t K a r s ; A h m e d P a s h a was sent in his place) we should 

not wonder at all i f the Turks had b e e n wors ted , although there can be no 

5 doubt of the exaggeration prevailing in the Russian bulletins. We read in the 

Augsburger Zeitung tha t " towards the end of November , Shamyl made a 

desperate a t tempt to force his way to the south, in order to effect a direct 

communicat ion with the Turks . The strength of his corps was est imated at 

from 10,000 to 16,000 men, and it is affirmed that the Murides , t he flower 

10 of his t roops , were cut to p ieces . " This however wants confirmation. 

At last the murder is out , as regards the affair at Sinope. One of the finest 

three-deckers of the Russian fleet—the Rostislav, 120-gun ship—was sunk 

there by the Turks . This fact—kept b a c k hi therto under the specious pretext 

that the Rostislav did not sink during the action, but immediately afterward— 

15 is now admitted by the Russians , and forms a good set-off against the 

des t royed Turkish ships. If one three-decker was actually sunk, we may 

suppose that the other Russian vessels received very serious harm indeed 

during the action—and, after all, t he vic tory of Sinope may have more dis

abled the Russian than the Turkish f leet . Altogether , the Turks appear to fight 

20 like Turks when on the water . T h e Egypt ian s team frigate Pe rvaz Bahri , 

disabled and taken after nearly five hours struggle by the far larger Russian 

steam-frigate Vladimir, was so r iddled with shot that she could hardly be 

brought into Sevastopol , and when there , sank at once . So far, then, the prizes 

carried off by the Russians amount to nothing, and indeed the impossibility 

25 for them to carry off a single prize from Sinope shows both the obst inacy 

of the Turkish defense and the mutilated s tate of the Russian fleet after the 

action. 

There is a repor t tha t the combined F rench and English fleets, together 

with the first division of the Turkish Navy , are t ransport ing 17,000 Turks 

30 to Ba tum. If this be t rue , it is as m u c h an ac t of war as if they made a direct 

a t tack upon Sevastopol , and the Czar canno t bu t declare war a t once . 

Immediately prior to the ent rance of the combined f leets into the Black Sea, 

the Czar is said to have sent his mandate for the withdrawal of all his vessels 

of war from the waters of the Euxine to Sevastopol . A letter dated Odessa, 

35 December 24, repor ts that " the commander of the Russian flotil la in the sea 

of Azoff had sent one of his aides-de-camp to Sevastopol to explain how 

critical his position was . T w o corps of 12,000 men each were ready to be 

embarked at Sevastopol , w h e n this opera t ion of war was para lyzed by the 

news of the imminent en t rance of the uni ted fleets into the Eux ine . " 

40 F rom the last telegraphic news received it appears tha t the Russians in

tended at tempting a general a t tack on the Turkish lines at Kalefat, on the 
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13th inst., t he Russian New-Year ' s day. They had already pushed forward 

about 10,000 men in ent renchments at Tsheta le , a village nine English miles 

nor th of Kalefat , bu t were prevented from concentrat ing their whole avail

able force by the Turkish General ' s getting the start of them, storming the 

enemy ' s en t renchments with 15,000 or 18,000 men, proving victorious in a 5 

series of most murderous encounters that t ook place on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th 

and 10th inst., and finally forcing the Russians to retire in the direction of 

Krajova. The Russians themselves confess a loss of 1,000 killed and 

4,000 wounded . General Anrep , we are told by the telegraph, "who com

manded the Russians , was severely wounded, as well as General Tuinont . " 10 

On the 10th, i t is s tated, the Turks who were commanded by Selim Pasha, 

(the Pole Zedlinsky,) again retired to Kalefat. Thus far the telegraphic news , 

hitherto the only source of information about these mos t important events . 

T h e repor t winding up , on the one hand, with the re t i rement of the Russ ians 

on Krajova, and of the Turks , on the other , to Kalefat , evokes a suspicion 15 

tha t great strategical faults have again been commit ted on bo th sides. There 

is one report afloat that Omer Pasha caused a whole corps to pass the 

[Danube] be tween the Aluta and the Shyl, thus menacing the com

munications of the Russian corps at Krajova . But how could the Turks cross 

the Danube , which is filled with floating masses of ice, at any other point 20 

than Kalefat , where alone they were prepared for such an emergency? 

The defeats the Russians met with a t Kalefat are perhaps more important 

in a political than a military view. Coupled with the ent rance of the united 

fleets into the Black Sea, they cut off the last probabili ty of the Czar ' s 

yielding to the humble supplication for peace forwarded by the courier of 25 

the Vienna conference to St. Petersburg. On the other hand they mus t 

p roduce the immediate effect on neighboring Servia of strengthening the 

Nat ional par ty and intimidating the Russian one , w h o have lately been lifting 

up their heads with amazing impudence at Belgrade. Pr ince Alexander , i t is 

t rue , and the mass of the Servian people , could not be prevailed upon to b reak 30 

the bonds be tween their country and the Sultan, al though a crowd of Russian 

agents is simultaneously overrunning Servia, carrying on their intrigues in 

opposi te senses—seeking out and applying themselves to the places and 

persons formerly known for their a t tachment to the banished family of the 

Obrenovich—speaking to some of the young Pr ince Michael—to others of his 35 

old father Milosh—now making them hope , through the protect ion of Russia, 

for the extension of the limits [of] Servia—the format ion of a new kingdom 

of Illyria, which would unite all those who speak the Servian language now 

under the domination of Turkey and Austria—and now announcing to them, 

in case of resis tance, innumerable armies and ut ter subjugation. Y o u are 40 

aware that Pr ince Milosh, residing at Vienna, is the old protégé of Metternich, 
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while Michael, his son, is a mere creature of Russia, w h o in 1842 rendered 

the pr incedom vacant by flying from Servia. The Russ ian defeat at Kalefat 

will, at the same t ime, relieve Austr ia from the fear of a Russian a rmy 

appearing before Belgrade and evoking among the subjects of Austr ia, of 

5 common origin and faith wi th herself, the consciousness of their o w n 

strength and of the degradation they endure in the domination of the Ger

mans . 

As to Austria, I may state en passant, tha t she has at last, renounced the 

long-cherished hope of raising a new loan. The s tate of her Exchequer may 

10 be inferred from the expedient her Government has recently resor ted to , of 

exacting a discount of 15 per cent, upon its o w n paper money—a financial 

maneuver only to be compared with the devises of the swindling ingenuity 

of the French Rois Faux Monnayeurs, who appreciated the coin when they 

had to pay, and depreciated i t w h e n they had to receive money. According 

15 to the German papers , the Austr ian budget for 1854 will show a deficit of 

45,000,000 florins on the ordinary service, and 50,000,000 florins on the 

extraordinary. Whenever news of warlike character reaches Vienna, people 

throng to the banking-houses, in order to change paper currency for silver 

coin. 

20 F rance , too , it is known, has long been moving for a loan of 

200,000,000 francs, (£8,000,000 sterling), bu t the dear th of food, the failure 

of the wine and silk crops , the prevailing commercia l and industrial dis tress , 

t he great apprehensions enter tained about the payments to be made a t the 

end of February , the downward tendency of the public funds and railway 

25 shares , all these c i rcumstances have by no means tended to facilitate such 

a t ransact ion. Bonapar te could not succeed in finding takers at the Bourse , 

for the new loan. There remained no resource save that recurred to on the 

eve of the coup d'état—the sending Persigny to the Bank of F rance , forcing 

out of it 50,000,000 francs, ($10,000,000), and leaving in their place tha t 

30 amount of t reasury bonds , under the head of "secur i t ies . " This was actually 

done on New-Year ' s day. The fall of the funds to 69 hailed this financial coup 

d'état. The Government will, as we are now officially informed, obtain a loan 

from the Bank of France of 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 francs, against t reasury 

bonds . Those not acquainted wi th w h a t passed on New-Year ' s day in the 

35 parlor of the Bank of F rance , will be at a loss to unders tand how the bank 

has been prevailed upon to accept a loan rejected at the Bourse . 

As to Persia the news continues to be contradictory. According to one 

repor t the Persian army is marching upon Erze rum and Bagdad ; according to 

another the Russian intrigue has been baffled by the British Chargé d'Af-

40 f aires, Mr . Thompson , who menaced wi thdrawal from Teheran, by the dread 

of an immediate explosion of the dislike of the Persian people for Russia, 
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and by the arrival of an Affghan Embassy , threatening, if Pers ia formed an 

alliance with Russia, an invasion of the Pers ian terri tory by the Affghans. 

According to private cor respondence from Constant inople , published in 

the Patrie, the Divan has resolved to f orti ty Constant inople on the land side. 

A mixed commission, consisting of European and Ot toman officers, is said 5 

to have already commenced the prepara tory survey of the localities. The 

fortification of Constantinople would altogether change the character of 

Russo-Turkish warfare , and p rove the heaviest b low ever dealt to the 

eternal dreams of the self-styled heir of the Byzant ine Emperors . 

The rumor of Austr ia 's concentrat ing a corps d'armée in the Banat , to be 10 

placed under the command of General Count Schlick, is contradicted by the 

German Press . 

The Correspondenz, of Berlin, states that general orders have been given 

to the authorities to hold themselves prepared , in case of a mobilization of 

the Landwehr . 15 

Over tures have been made from St. Petersburg to the Cabinet of Copenha

gen for the cession of the Island of Bornholm to Russia. "Bornho lm," as i t 

is just ly remarked by The Daily News, "might be a Mal ta or Gibraltar of the 

Baltic. It is within a day 's sail of the Sund and Copenhagen, and placed by 

na ture at the very throat of the Bal t ic ." 20 

In the message sent by Lord Redclif f e to the Governor of Sevastopol , and 

intimating to h im the appearance of the united squadron in the Black Sea, 

the only object of the movement is stated to be " the protect ion of the 

Ottoman territoryîrom all aggression or hostile a c t s , " no mention being made 

of the protect ion of the Ottoman flag. 25 

As all the accounts received from Par is , Vienna, Berlin, Constant inople 

and St. Petersburg, indicate the prospec t of war , pr ices have generally de

clined in all s tock markets on both sides of the Channel . 

Kar l Marx . 
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The Czar's Views—Prince Albert 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4000, 11. Februar 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , Jan. 24, 1854. 

The a t tempts of the Russian army to cross the Danube simultaneously on 
the whole line of operations—at Matshin, Giurgevo and Kalefat—are to be 

5 considered as reconnoitering maneuvers rather than as serious a t tacks , 
which can hardly be ventured upon wi th the p resen t forces General Gorcha-
koff has to dispose of. 

Las t Saturday 's Press—the Disraeli paper—published a note of a con
versat ion very recently held at Gatchina be tween the Czar and a "d is 

io t inguished" Englishman. Almost the whole of the daily London press has 
reprinted this note , which, besides the known and worn-out common-places 
of Russian diplomacy, contains some interesting s tatements . T h e Czar 
"distinctly stated that the ul t imatum of Menchikoff had not been dis
approved of in London , bu t that the English Ministry, having been informed 

15 that it would probably be accepted by the Porte, had recognized it as a 
satisfactory set t lement ." This would only prove that poor John Russell w a s 
falsely informed by Baron de Brunnow as to the " p r o b a b l e " intentions of 
the Sublime Por te , and that the Por te ' s refusing to yield to the Menchikoff 
ul t imatum at once , was by no means the fault of the Coalition Cabinet . The 

20 Czar goes on informing " the individual of dis t inct ion" that " w h e n the news 
of the victory of Sinope arrived, General Castelbajac (the French E m 
bassador) addressed him a letter beginning something in this way : 'As a 
Christian and as a soldier, permi t me to congratulate your Imperial Majesty 
on the glorious victory obtained by your Majes ty ' s f leet . ' " Le t me remark 

25 that General Castelbajac, an old Legitimist and a relative of Larochejac-
quelein 's , gained his generalship, not by services in the camp, bu t by less 
dangerous service in the ante-chambers of the Court , and the ardent con
fession of exalted royalist principles. Bonapar te appointed him as E m 
bassador to the Court of St. Petersburg, with a view to give the Czar a proof 
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of deference to his personal wishes , although he was fully aware that Castel-

bajac was to conspire with the Czar for the restorat ion of the Bourbons ra ther 

than further the interests of his nominal master . This Castelbajac, then, is 

the very man to have congratulated the Czar " a s a soldier and a Chris t ian" 

on the result less butchery of Sinope. " H e did no t be l ieve ," the Czar is stated 5 

to have said, " tha t England, with a Bourgeois Parl iament, could carry on a 

war with glory." There is no doubt that the Czar knows his Cobdens and his 

Brights, and est imates at its just value the mean and abject spirit of the 

European middle classes. Finally, the Czar is quite right in stating that , on 

the one hand, he had not been prepared for war—fully convinced as he was 10 

that he should obtain all he cared for by the simple act of bullying—and that , 

on the other hand, if war were brought about , i t would be the "war of in

capaci t ies ," making i t inevitable by their anxious efforts to prevent it, and 

plunging into i t finally in order to cover their b lunders and save their places. 

"Public opinion is half inclined to sacrifice Prince Albert at the shrine of 15 

rumor . A whisper, which was first insinuated for party uses , has grown into 

a roar , and a constructive hint has swelled into a positive and mons t rous 

fiction. Tha t those who seek the presence of the Queen should find Prince 

Albert with her Majesty, is a fact which ra ther w o n the sympathy and es teem 

of the English public; but then it was said tha t he a t tended meetings of the 20 

Queen with her Ministers; next , that Ministers were made aware of his 

presence—that, however reluctant to proceed wi th business before a third 

par ty , they found i t necessary to do so—that i t even became necessary to 

defend their opinions before the Prince—that the Prince, in fact, interfered 

with their counsel to their Sovereign—that he not only influenced the Royal 25 

mind, bu t possessing the power of free communicat ion wi th foreign Courts , 

he const i tuted an unlicensed channel for information be tween the con

fidential council of the Queen and the Cabinets of foreign potenta tes , perhaps 

of the enemies of England—that in short , Pr ince Albert was a traitor to his 

Queen , that he had been impeached for high t reason, and finally, tha t on a 30 

charge of high t reason he had been arrested and commit ted to the Tower . 

This was the story not only told in all par ts of England a day or two back, 

bu t by some bel ieved." 

I quote the above passage from The Spectator, in order to show your 

readers how public rumor has been induced by the Palmerstonian press to 35 

make a poor stupid young man the scapegoat of the responsible Ministers. 

Pr ince Albert is a German Prince, connected with most of the absolute and 

despotic Governments of the Continent . Raised to the rank of Pr ince-Consort 

in Great Britain, he has devoted his t ime partly to fattening pigs, to inventing 

ridiculous hats for the army, to planning model lodging houses of a peculiarly 40 

t ransparent and uncomfortable kind, to the H y d e Park Exhibit ion, and to 
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amateur soldiery. He has been considered amiable and harmless , in point of 

intellect below the general average of human beings, a prolific father and 

an obsequious husband. Of late, however , he has been deliberately magnified 

into the most influential man and the most dangerous character of the Uni ted 

5 Kingdom, said to dispose of the whole State machinery at the secret dictation 

of Russia. N o w there can exist but little doubt that the Prince exercises a 

direct influence in Court affairs, and, of course , in the interest of despot ism. 

The Prince cannot but act a Pr ince 's par t , and who was ever silly enough 

to suppose he would no t? But I need not inform your readers of the ut ter 

10 impotency to which British Royalty itself has been reduced by the British 

oligarchy, so that , for ins tance, King William IV, a decided foe to Russia, 

was forced by his Foreign Minister—a member of the Whig oligarchy—to 

act as a foe to Turkey. H o w prepos te rous , then, to suppose Prince Albert 

to be able to carry one single point in defiance of the Ministry, except so 

15 far as little Cour t affairs, a dirty r iband, or a tinsel star, are concerned! U s e 

is made of his absolutist penchants to blind the people ' s eyes as to the plots 

and treacheries of the responsible Ministers . If the outcry and at tack means 

anything i t means an a t tack on royalist insti tutions. If there were no Queen 

there would be no Prince—if there were no throne there would be no Cour t 

20 influences. Pr inces would lose their power if thrones were not there to back 

them, and for them to lean upon. But, now mark! the papers which go the 

farthest in their "fearful bo ldness , " which cry the loudest and try to make 

a sort of political capital out of Prince Albert , are the mos t eager in their 

assert ions of loyalty to the throne and in fulsome adulation of the Queen. 

25 As to the Tory papers this proposi t ion is self-evident. As to the radical 

Morning Advertiser, it is the same journal which hailed Bonapar te ' s coup 

d 'état , and recently at tacked an Irish paper for having dared to find fault wi th 

the Queen , on the occasion of her presence at Dublin, which reproaches the 

F rench Revolutionists with professing Republicanism, and continues to 

30 designate Lord Palmers ton as the savior of England. The whole is a Palmer-

stonian trick. Palmerston, by the revelat ions of his Russianism and his 

opposi t ion to the new Reform Bill, has become unpopular . The latter act has 

taken the liberal gilding off his mus ty gingerbread. Never the less , he wan t s 

populari ty in order to become Premier , or at least Foreign Minister. Wha t 

35 an admirable opportuni ty to s tamp himself a Liberal again and to play the 

part of Brutus , persecuted by secret Cour t influences. At tack a Prince-

Consort—how taking for the people . He' l l be the most popular s ta tesman of 

the age. Wha t an admirable opportuni ty of casting obloquy on his present 

colleagues, of stigmatizing them as the tools of Prince Albert , and of con-

40 vincing the Court that Palmers ton must be accepted on his own terms. The 

Tor ies , of course , join in the cry, for church and crown are little to them 
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compared with pounds and acres , and these the cotton-lords are winning 

from them fast. And if the Tar ies , in the name of "cons t i tu t ion" and " l iber ty" 

ta lk daggers against a Pr ince, wha t enlightened Liberal would not th row 

himself worshiping at their feet! 

At the annual meeting of the Manches te r Commercia l Associat ion the 5 

President , Mr. Aspinall Turner , declared with regard to the strikes and look

outs and the general agitation of the workingmen, which he justly described 

as " the civil war going on be tween masters and operat ives in Lanca

shire"—that, " a s Manches ter had put down royal tyranny and aristocratic 

tyranny, so it would also deal with the ty ranny of Democracy . " 10 

" H e r e we h a v e , " exclaims The Press, " a n involuntary avowal of the policy 

of the Manches ter school. The c rown is in England supreme—then diminish 

the royal power . The aristocracy stands before us—sweep i t from our pa th . 

Workingmen agitate—crush them to the ear th . " 

Kar l Marx . 15 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4004, 16. Februar 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Jan. 27, 1854. 

The fortification of Constant inople would be , as I stated in my last let ter , 

the most important step the Turks could take . Constant inople once fortified, 

5 with suitable strengthening of the forts on the Bosphorus and Dardanel les , 

the independence of Turkey , or of any power holding that capital, would 

require no foreign guarantee. There is no town more easy to be fortified than 

Constant inople. One single side of the triangle only—the one toward the 

land—would require a cont inuous rampar t ; the second, toward the Sea of 

10 Marmora , and the third, toward the Golden Horn , require no fortifications. 

A line of detached for ts , at a convenient dis tance from the enceinte , and 

cont inued eas tward so as to protec t Pera, Galata and the nor th-eastern bank 

of the Golden Horn , would bo th s t rengthen the enceinte and prevent an 

enemy from turning i t and carrying on works of siege on the hills commanding 

15 the town from behind Pera and Galata . 

Such a fortress would be almost impregnable. Its communicat ions cannot 

be cut off, unless the Dardanel les or the Bosphorus is forced, and if tha t were 

the case the City would be a t once lost. But t w o such na r row passages may 

easily be fortified so strongly that no hostile fleet can pass through. A Russian 

20 a rmy coming from the land side would have to rely upon perilous sea com

munication with Sevastopol and Odessa , and could hardly hold ou t for the 

t ime required to take the town, while its cont inuous falling off in numbers 

would expose i t to defeats f rom the garr ison of the t o w n and the reserves 

arriving from Asia. 

25 The reply of Russia to the declarat ion of neutrali ty on the par t of Denmark 

arrived at Copenhagen on the 20th inst. Russ ia is s tated to refuse to consent 

to the neutrality, calling on Denmark to take one side or the other . Im

mediately after this notification, the Embassador s of F rance , England and 

Prussia , are said to have had a conference wi th the Danish Ministers . N o w , I 
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am informed from a very t rus tworthy source, al though I can, of course , not 

vouch for the correctness of the information, tha t the protes t is but a feint 

on the part of the Cabinet of St. Petersburg calculated to drive the other 

powers the faster into a formal acknowledgment of the te rms on which the 

Danish neutrality is proposed. I am assured that recent negotiations were 5 

going on be tween Denmark on the one side, and France and England on the 

other , according to which, in the case of war , England was to occupy the 

Sound with her men-of-war, and France the Duchy of Schleswig, wi th a corps 

d 'a rmée . To thwar t this combination, communica ted to Nessel rode by the 

Minister Oerstedt , Russia is said to have intimated to the Copenhagen 10 

Cabinet to propose the declaration of neutrality. He now feigns to oppose , 

and which, if adhered to by France and England, Will no t only b reak up their 

original plan, bu t also, by exempting from the laws of war , goods carried in 

neutral vessels , will secure the expor t of Russian merchandise by the Bal

t ic. 15 

The Czar ' s protes t against the purchase , on the par t of Prussia, of an 

Oldenburg por t in the Nor th Sea, is a bona fide protes t , astonished as the 

Berlin public is said to have been at this other symptom of the ubiquitous 

intermeddling of Timour Tamer lane ' s successor . 

The great "Manches te r Reform meet ing" has " c o m e off, and a great piece 20 

of humbug it w a s , " as The Englishman justly r emarks . The Aberdeen policy 

extolled, Turkey insulted, Russia glorified, all interference be tween foreign 

s tates disclaimed—these few topics which, as far as foreign policy is con

cerned, form the regular stock-in-trade of the Manches te r school—have again 

been expat iated on by Messrs . Cobden, Bright and the other " 'umble and 25 

'omely m e n , " who wan t to have a " m a n of p e a c e " a t the " H o r s e Gua rds , " 

and a " look o u t " at the House of Lords to sell t he English and to undersel l 

all o ther nat ions. 

Mr. Cobden ' s speech was a mere repeti t ion, and a disingenuous one too , 

of the speech he made at the closing of Parl iament. T h e only luxury of novelty 30 

he indulged in consisted of two arguments—the one directed against F rance , 

the o ther against America. I t looks rather suspicious that the same man who 

took so prominent a par t in bringing about the alliance with France at the 

t ime w h e n the exploits of the Decembris ts had aroused a cry of indignation 

in England, is now busied in undoing his own w o r k by sneering at tha t al- 35 

l iance, and denouncing i t as " incons idera te" and "unt imely ." As to America, 

Mr . Cobden declares that i t is from the growth of its manufactures and 

commerce , and not from the warlike policy of Russia , tha t England m a y fear 

to see endangered the grandeur of her commercial and national prosperi ty. 

H o w does this tally with his professional free t rade cant , according to which 40 

the commercial prosperi ty of one people depends on the growth of the 
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commerce and industry of all other peoples , the not ion of any dangerous 

rivalry be tween two industrial peoples being disclaimed as a fallacy of 

protectionist " q u a c k s ? " H o w does this tally with "England ' s , by the magic 

of her machinery, having united forever two remote hemispheres in the 

5 bonds of peace , by placing E u r o p e and Amer ica in absolute and inextricable 

dependence on each other?" It is not the first t ime that Mr . Cobden , in order 

to divert from Russia the suspicions and the animosity of the English people, 

is anxious to turn them against the Uni ted States of America . In 1836, the 

seizure of an English vessel on the Circassian coas t by a Russ ian man-of-war, 

10 and the fiscal regulations of the St. Pe tersburg Cabinet with regard to the 

navigation of the Danube , together with the revelat ions published in The 

Portfolio, having evoked the wra th of the English people , and, above all, 

the commercial c lasses , against Russia,—Mr. Cobden , a t tha t epoch ye t " a n 

infant in literary life and unlearned in public speaking," published a small 

15 anonymous pamphlet , entitled "Russia: A Cure for Russophobia. By a 

Manchester Manufacturer. " In this pamphle t it is argued that "in less than 

twenty years t h i s " (namely , the fear of the growth of American prosper i ty , 

and not of Russian aggrandizement, ) "will be the sent iment of the people 

of England generally; and the same convict ions will be forced upon the 

20 Government of the country." In the same pamphlet he professed that , " in 

examining the various grounds upon which those who discuss the subject 

t ake up their hostile att i tude toward the Russ ian nat ion, we have discovered, 

with infinite surprise and a deep convict ion of the t ruth , tha t a century of 

aristocratic Government in England has impregnated all classes with the 

25 haughty and arrogant spirit of their ru le r s ; " (against meek Russia!) that "if 

the Government of St. Petersburg were t ransferred to the shores of the 

Bosphorus , a splendid and substantial E u r op ean city would, in less than 

twenty years , spring up in the place of those hu ts which now consti tute the 

capital of Turkey ; noble buildings would arise, learned societies flourish, and 

30 the arts prosper . If Russia ' s Government should attain to tha t actual power , 

she would cease the wars of the sword and begin the bat t le with the wilder

ness , by construct ing railroads, building bridges, by fostering the ac 

cumulat ion of capital, the growth of cities, and the increase of civilization 

and freedom... T h e slavery which pollutes Constant inople would instantly 

35 disappear , and commerce and laws protect ing life and property"—(as now 

exemplified in Moldo-Wallachia)—"take its p lace ." 

" A s a proof of Russ ia ' s civilization and consequent ly her right to appropri

ate Turkey, Mr. Cobden told his astonished readers that the Russian mer

chant possessed of 10-15,000 roubles , not only engages in foreign commerce , 

40 bu t is "exempt from corporal punishment, and qualified to drive about in 
a carriage and pair. " Are we then to be astonished at the Russian Emperor ' s 
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recent ly expressed conviction that "England, with a Bourgeois Parl iament 

could no t carry on a war with g lory?" So deeply imbued was Mr. Cobden 

in 1836, with the "wickedness of the public wri ters and speakers , " who 

ventured to find fault with the Autocra t of all the Russ ias , tha t he wound 

up his pamphlet with the quest ion: " A n d who and what are those writers and 5 

speakers? H o w long shall political quacks be permit ted, without fear of 

punishment , to inflame the minds and disorder the unders tandings of a whole 

n a t i o n ? " Those "publ ic wri ters and speakers , " we p resume, who possess 

10,000 to 15,000 roubles and are able to drive about in a carriage and pair, 

to be exempted at least from "corporal punishment." Till now, Mr. Cobden ' s 10 

Philo-Russian mania had been considered, by some, as one of the multifar

ious crotchets he uses to t rade in, by others as the necessary offspring of 

his peace doctr ine. Of late, however , the public has been informed by one 

who just ly describes himself as the "l i terary horse , or ass if you l ike ," of 

the late Anti-Corn L a w League , that , w h e n Mr. Cobden wrote his first 15 

pamphlet , "he had been to Russia on a commercial e r rand of his own, in 

1834-35, and was successful ," that his "hear t and calico were both in Russia 

in 1836;" and that his anger at the "Engl ish wri ters , speakers , authors and 

rev iewers , " originated from their criticising his new cus tomer , Nicholas of 

Russia . 20 

As the House of Commons is to reassemble in a few days , i t seems proper 

to give, in a condensed form, the statistics of British representat ion: 

Seats. Percentage 
of the actual 
Representation. 

The relations of Peers possess 103 -1 
17,0 Irish Peers 17,0 

The country gentlemen 266 41,3 
Men of letters and science 20 3,0 
The army and navy 30 4,6 
The commercial and moneyed interest 109 17,1 
The lawyers 107 17,0 
The workingmen's interest None. 
Total seats occupied 641 

The ttsh Peers in the House of Commons a re : Viscount Palmers ton, for 35 

Tiver ton; Viscount Barrington, for Berkshire ; Ear l Annes ley , for Grimsby; 

Viscount Monck , for Por t smouth ; Viscount Galway, for Retford; and Lord 

H o t h a m , for Eas t Yorkshire . T h e men of l i terature and science a re : Benjamin 

Disraeli , for Buckinghamshire; Thomas Macaulay , the historian, for Edin

burgh; MacGregor , the commercial statist, for Glasgow; William Stirling, 40 

author of Annals of the Artists of Spain, e tc . , for Per thshire ; W m . Glads tone , 

author of The State in its Relation to the Church, and other works , for Oxford 
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Universi ty; Dr. Aus ten H. Layard , author of Nineveh and its Remains, e tc . , 

for Aylesbury; J ames Wilson, the Edi tor of The Economist, for Wes tbury ; 

Sir William Molesworth , the Edi tor of H o b b e s ' works , e tc . , for Southwark; 

Sir E. L. Bulwer Lyt ton , poet , dramatist , novelist , for Hert fordshire ; William 

5 Johnson F o x , Ant i -Corn-Law League wri ter , for Oldham ; W. A. Mackinnon, 

author of a (very pitiful) History of Civilization, etc. , for R y e ; R. Monckton 

Milnes, author of Memorials of Travel, e tc . , and Benjamin Oliveira, author 

of a Tour in the East, bo th for Pontefract ; E d w a r d Miall, author of several 

theological and political works , for Rochda le ; William Mure , author of a 

10 History of Grecian Literature, for Renfrewshire , Scotland; W. P. Urquhar t , 

author of The Life of Francisco Sforza, for Wes tmea th County , I reland; 

Rober t Stephenson, the celebrated rai lway engineer, for Whi tby; William 

Micheli , physician, for Bodmin ; John Brady , surgeon, for Lei tr im. Whethe r 

L o r d John Russell may be safely classed under the head of literary gent lemen 

15 I dare not decide. 

There are , at least, 100 seats , the representa t ives of which are nominally 

elected by the const i tuencies , bu t really appointed by Dukes , Ear ls , Mar

quises , ladies and other persons , who turn their local influence to political 

account . The Marquis of Westminster , for ins tance, disposes of two seats 

20 for Chester , a town muster ing 2,524 e lectors ; the D u k e of Norfolk of one 

seat for Arundel ; the Duke of Suther land of two seats for Newcast le-under-

L y n e ; the Marquis of Lansdowne of one seat for Calne ; the Ear l Fitz-William 

of two seats for Mal tón; the Duke of Richmond of two seats for Chichester ; 

Miss Pierse of one seat for Northal ler ton, e tc . 

25 The disproport ion on one side of the electoral body , and on the other of 

the representat ives , when compared with the entire population, may be 

shown by some few ins tances : 

In Berkshire the entire populat ion amounts to 170,065, and the number of 

electors to 7,980. I t chooses nine representat ives for the House , while 

30 Leicestershire , wi th an entire populat ion of 230,308, and a const i tuency of 

13,081 disposes of six seats only; Lincolnshire , with a populat ion of 407,222, 

and 24,782 electors , d isposes of thir teen seats in the H o u s e , while Middle

sex, with an entire populat ion of 1,886,576, and a const i tuency of 

113,490 elects only four teen members . Lancashi re , wi th a population of 

35 2,031,236, has a const i tuency of only 81,786 electors , and disposes of bu t 

twenty-six seats in the H o u s e , while Buckinghamshire , with an entire popula

t ion of 163,723, and with 8,125 electors , is represented by eleven members . 

Sussex, with an entire populat ion of 336,844, and with 18,054 electors , elects 

eighteen members , while Staffordshire, wi th a populat ion of 678,716, and 

40 wi th 29,667 electors , elects only seventeen. 

The relation of the Electoral body to the populat ion is : 
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In England one County Elector represents 20,7 persons of the County 

population. 

In Wales one County Elector represents 20,0 persons of the County 

population. 

In Scotland one County Elector represents 34,4 pe r sons of the County 5 

populat ion. 

In England one Borough Elector represents 18,0 persons of the borough 

population. 

In Wales one Borough Elector represents 24,4 persons of the borough 

population. 10 

In Scotland one Borough Elector represents 23,8 persons of the borough 

population. 

The da ta for Ireland are not so complete as for England and Scotland; but 

the following may be taken as a fair approximat ion for the same period, 

1851-52. 15 

One Elector in an Irish County represents 36 persons of the County 

populat ion. 

One Elector in an Irish borough represents 23 persons of the borough 

population. 

The general deficiency of the European Grain marke ts may be stated as 20 

fol lows: the deficiency of grain in France in place of being ten millions of 

hectol i t res , as s tated by the Moniteur, to calm the alarm, greatly exceeds 

twenty millions, tha t is, more than eight million quar ters of English measure ; 

and the deficiency of pota toes is not less than one-fourth of the average of 

the last five years , while the deficiency in wine, oil and ches tnuts is yet 25 

greater. The deficiency in the produce of corn in Belgium and Holland is 

about four millions of hectoli tres; that of the Rhine Provinces , Prussia and 

Switzerland, at a modera te est imate, is t aken to exceed ten million hectoli

t res . The est imated deficiency in Italy is known to be very great , but there 

is greater difficulty in arriving at even a proximate result . The lowest esti- 30 

mate , however , gives t en millions of hectoli tres of grain, or a deficiency 

throughout the great grain producing districts of Wes t e rn Eu rope of not less 

than forty-four millions of hectoli tres, (seventeen million quarters.) T h e 

deficiency in England is known to exceed five million quar te rs of grain, and 

calculat ions wor thy of grave considerat ion give tha t amount as the deficiency 35 

in whea t alone. Thus there is a fatal deficiency in the last harves t in Wes te rn 

E u r o p e alone of no less than twenty- two million quar ters , wi thout taking into 

account the great inferiority and short-coming of other cereals , and the 

general prevalence of the potato-rot—a deficiency which, if valued in wheat , 

mus t be equal to at least five million quar ters , or a grand total of twenty-seven 40 

million quar ters of grain. 
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As to the supplies that may be expected from foreign marke ts , i t is asser ted 

by very competent commercial authori ty: 

" In Poland the crops have been very short ; in Russia , deficient, as seen 

by the high prices asked for grain at t he Baltic por ts before our deficiencies 

5 were known. And though in the Danubian provinces the harvest has no t 

failed, yet the stocks there , as well as at Odessa , are greatly lessened by the 

immense exportat ions to the Medi te ranean and to F rance . As to America , i t 

is unable to supply two million of quar ters . All the ships of the world are 

inadequate to the supply of a quanti ty near , or even approaching a moiety 

10 of the deficiency, which at present is known to all England to exis t ." 

Karl Marx. 
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Count Orlov's Mission—Russian Finances during the War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4007, 20. Februar 1854 

F rom Our Own Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Fr iday, F e b . 3 , 1854. 

I was able to see the State procession of the Queen to open Parliament, as 

i t passed the H o r s e Guards . The Turkish Embassador was received with loud 

cheers and hurrahs . Prince Albert , whose countenance was deadly pale , was 5 

furiously hissed by the c rowds on bo th sides of the s t reets , while the Queen 

was sparing of her usual salutes and morbidly smiled at the unwonted 

manifestat ions of popular discontent. In a previous letter I have reduced the 

anti-Albert movemen t to its t rue dimensions, proving i t to be a mere par ty 

trick. T h e public demonstra t ion is, never theless , of a very grave character , 10 

as i t p roves the ostensible loyalty of the British people to be a mere con

ventional formality, a ceremonious affectation which cannot withstand the 

slightest shock. Probably i t may induce the Crown to dismiss a Ministry, the 

anti-national policy of which threatens to endanger its own security. 

W h e n the recent mission of Count Orloff to the Vienna Cabinet became 15 

k n o w n The Times informed its credulous readers tha t Orloff was the very 

m a n the Czar used to employ on pacific er rands . N o w I need not inform you 

tha t this same Orloff appeared in the spring of 1833 at Constant inople to 

squeeze out of the Porte the t reaty of Unkiar-Skelessi . W h a t he now asks 

from the Cabinet at Vienna is the permission to send a Russ ian corps from 20 

Warsaw, by way of Hungary, to the Danubian seat of war . I t m a y be con

sidered as the first resul t of his presence at Vienna, tha t Austr ia now insists 

upon the Por te ' s dismissing its present commanders on the Danube—Selim 

Pasha , Ismail Pasha and Omer Pasha—on the plea tha t they are renegades 

and revolutionists . Every one acquainted wi th the pasjt his tory of Turkey 25 

knows tha t from the beginning of the Osman power all her great generals, 

admirals , diplomatists and ministers have always been Christ ian renegades , 

Serbs , Greeks , Albanians, e tc . Why not ask Russia to dismiss the forty or 

fifty m e n she has bought from all parts of Europe , and who const i tute her 
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whole stock of diplomatic ingenuity, political intelligence and military 

ability? In the meant ime Austr ia has concentra ted 80,000 m e n on the Turkish 

frontiers in Transylvania and Hungary , and ordered a Bohemian corps 

mustering some 30,000 m e n to join them. The Pruss ian Government on its 

5 part is s tated to have declined to comply with the command of the Czar 

ordering Freder ick William IV to send a corps of 100,000 men to occupy 

Poland in the name and interest of Russia , and thus set the garrisons there 

a t l iberty to march to the south for the prosecut ion of the campaign in the 

Principalities. 

10 In a previous letter I called your at tent ion to the recent financial expedient 

resor ted to by the Austr ian Government of exacting a discount of 15 per cent , 

upon their own paper money , w h e n paid for t axes . This ingenious " t ax upon 

the payment of t a x e s " is now extended to Italy also. The Milan Gazette of the 

22d inst. publishes a decree from the Austr ian Minister of F inance , announc-

15 ing that " in consequence of the fall in the value of paper money it will not 

be received at the Cus tom House unless at a discount of 17 per cen t . " 

As to the Russian Exchequer , I had on a previous occasion, at the b e 

ginning of what is called the Eas te rn complication, to warn your readers 

against the industriously circulated s ta tement of the "h idden" t reasures 

20 slumbering in the vaults of the Bank of St. Petersburg, and the ridiculous 

exaggeration of the vas t mone ta ry power that Russ ia can wield at a given 

moment . My views are fully confirmed by what has happened since. N o t only 

has the Czar been forced to wi thdraw his metallic deposits from the banks 

of England and F rance , but , moreover , to commit an act of fraudulent 

25 confiscation. Prince Pashkewitch has informed the Warsaw mortgage or 

discount Bank that its capital will be t aken as a forced loan, although the 

statutes of that bank forbid its advancing money upon any security bu t landed 

property. We are also informed that the Russian Government in tends issuing 

a sum of 60,000,000 roubles in inconvert ible paper , to defray the expenses 

30 of the war. This contr ivance is no new one on the par t of the Petersburg 

Cabinet . At the close of 1768, Cather ine II , in order to mee t the expenses 

of the war with Turkey , founded a b a n k of assignats, ostensibly insti tuted 

on the principle of issuing convert ible notes payable to the bearer . But by 

a well-managed oversight, she forgot to tell the public in wha t sort of money 

35 these notes were to be payable , and some months later the payments were 

only made in copper coin. By another un toward "acc iden t " i t happened that 

these copper coins were overvalued by 50 per cent , w h e n compared with the 

uncoined metal, and only circulated at their nominal value in consequenc of 

their great scarcity and the want of small money for retail purposes . T h e 

40 convertibility of the notes w a s , therefore , a mere trick. 

In the first instance Catherine limited the whole issue to 40,000,000 roubles , 
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in 25 rouble notes , the rouble representing a silver coin varying from 38 to 

40 d. British money, according to the rate of exchange , being equivalent to 

somewhat above 100 copper copeks . At the death of Catherine, in 1796, the 

mass of this paper money had risen to 157,000,000, nearly four t imes its 

original amount . The exchange on London had come d o w n from 4Id . in 1787 5 

to 31d. in 1796. During the two subsequent governments , a rapid increase 

of issues having taken place, in 1810 the paper circulation reached 

577,000,000, and the paper rouble was only wor th 2 5 2 / 5 copeks , i.e., one-

quar ter of its value in 1788; and exchange on London , in the au tumn of 1810, 

sunk to 1 lVzd. the rouble , instead of represent ing 38-40d. In 1817 the amount 10 

of notes in circulation was 836,000,000, according to the s ta tement of Count 

Gurieff ..As the custom-house duties and other taxes were calculated in silver 

roubles , the Government now declared these assignats to be receivable in the 

propor t ion of 4 to 1, thus avowing a depreciat ion of 75 per cent . During the 

progress of the depreciation, the prices of commodit ies rose proport ionably, 15 

subject to very great f luctuations, which commenced troubling the Cabinet 

itself, and forced i t to contract foreign loans in order to wi thdraw from 

circulation a port ion of the notes . On the 1st of January , 1821, their amount 

was announced to have been reduced to 640,000,000. The subsequent wars 

wi th Turkey , Persia, Poland, Chiva, e tc . , again swelled the mass of the bank 20 

assignats , lowered the exchanges anew, and subjected all commodit ies to 

extensive and irregular oscillations of pr ices. It was not till the 1st July, 1839, 

tha t the ra te of exchange, being ameliorated in consequence of an enormous 

expor t of grain to England, the Czar issued a manifes to , according to which, 

from the 1st of July, 1840, the huge mass of b a n k assignats was to be con- 25 

ver ted into bank notes payable on demand in silver roubles at the full amount 

of 38d. The Czar Alexander had declared the assignats to be receivable, on 

the par t of the tax-gatherer, at the propor t ion of 4 to 1 ; bu t the Czar Nicholas 

is said to have restored them, by his convers ion, to their full original value 

again. There w a s , however , a curious little clause annexed , ordering that for 30 

every one of such new notes three and a half of the old ones should be 

delivered up . The old note was not declared to be deprecia ted to 28 per cent, 

of its original amount , bu t 3 V2 of the old notes were declared to be equivalent 

to a full new note . Hence we may infer, on the one hand , tha t the Russian 

Cabinet is as conscientious and punctil ious in financial as in diplomatic 35 

dist inctions; and on the other, tha t the mere danger of an approaching war 

suffices to throw it back into all the monetary difficulties which Nicholas 

has tr ied for about twenty years to emerge from. 

One of the European Governments after the o ther comes forward appeal

ing to the pockets of its beloved subjects . E v e n the King of sober-minded 40 

Hol land demands of the States General 600,000 rix-dollars for works of 
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fortification and defense, adding " tha t c i rcumstances may determine him to 

mobilize a port ion of the army and to send ou t his f leets ." 

If it were possible to mee t real wan t s and to fill the general vacuum of 

money chests by any ingenious art of book-keeping, the contr iver of the 

5 F rench budget , as published some days ago in the Moniteur, would have done 

the thing; but there is not the smallest shopkeeper at Paris unaware of the 

fact that , by the mos t skilfull grouping of figures, one cannot get ou t of the 

books of his creditor, and that the hero of the 2d of December , deeming the 

public pocke t to be inexhaustible, has recklessly run into the nat ion 's debt . 

10 There can be imagined nothing more naif than the announcement of the 

Danish Ministry at the sitting of the Folkething, on the 17th inst., that the 

Government intended postponing to a more expedient season the proposi t ion 

to change the fundamental insti tutions of Denmark , and introduce their m u c h 

cherished Whole State Consti tution. (Gesammtstaatsverfassung.) 

15 Kar l Marx . 
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Blue Books—Parliamentary Debates on February 6— 

Count Orlov's Mission—Operations of the Allied Fleet-
The Irish Brigade—Concerning the Convocation 

of the Labour Parliament 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4008, 21. Februar 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , F e b . 7, 1854. 

The "Rights and Privileges of the Greek and La t in C h u r c h e s , " as the minister

ial b lue-book on the Eas te rn Quest ion has been ingeniously baptized, have 

been subjected by m e , to a scrutinizing perusal , and I intend shortly to give 

your readers a condensed survey of this diplomatic labyrinth. For the 

present , I content myself with the simple assurance that a more mons t rous 

monumen t of Governmenta l infamies and imbecility has , perhaps , never 

been bequea thed to history. And, let us remember , w h a t Mr . Baülie said in 

the H o u s e of Commons on the value of these b lue-books: " A s for in

formation, they had quite as much on this subject as they required—not, he 

admit ted, official information—but quite as much as they were likely to 

receive from a blue-book that had been carefully prepared, and had con

cealed all that a Government might desire. He spoke f rom exper ience, ( 'hear, 

hear , ' and laughter from the ministerial benches , ) from a knowledge of how 

blue-books relating to Foreign Affairs had been prepared for this H o u s e . " 

I know very well tha t L o r d Palmerston, w h e n once accused of having per

ver ted the documents relating to the Af f ghan war , of having suppressed most 

important passages in dispatches , and even of having deliberately falsified 

o thers , made the following ingenious reply: "Sir , i f any such thing had been 

done , wha t was to prevent the two adverse Government s , w h o succeeded 

us in power , one of which endured for five years—from proclaiming the fact 

and producing the real documen t s?" But I know equally well tha t the secret 

of these blue-book dodges is the very secret of the al ternate Whig and Tory 

succession in government , each par ty having a greater interest to maintain 

the capability of its opponent for succession, than by ruining their mutual 

political " h o n o r " to compromise the government of the ruling classes alto

gether . This is what the British are pleased to call t he operat ion of their 

glorious consti tution. 
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Lord Clanricarde had given notice that he would move a discussion of the 

Eas te rn quest ion in the House of Lords , yes terday. Consequent ly, great 

expectat ions were entertained, and the H o u s e almost c rowded. Mr. Urquhar t 

did not hesi tate even to designate, in yes te rday ' s Morning Advertiser, Lo rd 

5 Clanricarde as the future leader of the national par ty , remembering that he 

was the only man who opposed, in 1829, the Russians in crossing the Balkan, 

bu t forgetting, no doubt , tha t the same noble Marquis was , during the 

momentous epoch of 1839-40, L o r d Palmers ton ' s Embassador at the Cour t 

of St. Petersburg, and his chief ins t rument in bringing about the separate 

10 t reaty of 1840 and the rupture wi th F rance . 

The public has been decidedly disappointed by the debates , as the Marquis 

of Clanricarde, inferring from the repor ts in the public papers , tha t " the re 

appeared to be something of the semblance of negotiations still going on at 

Vienna, was extremely sorry to occasion any discussion which might prevent 

15 a peaceful termination to those negot ia t ions ." Accordingly, he gave notice 

of his intention to bring forward a motion on the same subject this day week. 

The noble Marquis contented himself wi th asking Lord Clarendon "whe the r 

any answer had ye t been received from the Empero r of Russia to the Vienna 

p roposa l s?" and "wha t instructions had been given to the British Minister 

20 at St. Pe te r sburg?" Lord Clarendon 's reply was , " tha t he had only received 

this afternoon an official s ta tement of the facts from Vienna . " The Empero r 

of Russia had rejected the Vienna note , and offered, in its stead, a counter 

project . On the 2d inst. the Conference had been called together , and had 

rejected on its par t the counter project . " T h e new proposals put forward by 

25 Russia were wholly unacceptable—they could no t be transmitted to Con

stantinople, and, therefore, there was an end of them. He had no reason to 

think that fresh negotiations on the subject would be renewed. As to the 

preservat ion of peace , he held out no such expecta t ion at all ." With regard 

to the other quest ion pu t by Lord Clanricarde, he stated that " o n Saturday 

30 evening Baron Brunnow called on him at the Foreign Office and placed in his 

hands a note , in which he announced that the answer he had received from 

him to the inquiry he was instructed to make by his Government , was not 

of a kind that permit ted him to cont inue diplomatic relat ions, and that , 

therefore, diplomatic relations be tween Russia and England were suspended. 

35 Baron Brunnow had t aken leave of h im on Saturday evening, but i t was then 

too late to depart from London , and he unders tood that he was to leave early 

this morning." 

M. de Kisseleff, we are informed by telegraph, left Paris yesterday and 

is gone to Brussels . The official or Government journals state tha t all the 

40 Embassy at L o n d o n would be b roken up , and every Russian leave England. 

But I happen to know, from an excellent source , that , on the contrary, the 
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number of Russians in England will only be diminished by the person of the 

Embassador , and that the whole personnel remains at L o n d o n under the 

super intendence of M. de Berg, Firs t Secretary of the Embassy . As to the 

position of the British Embassador at the Cour t of St. Petersburg, Lord 

Clarendon declared that "as i t was half past 6 o 'clock on Saturday when 5 

Baron Brunnow called upon him, and as i t was necessary to have previous 

communicat ion with the French Government , i t was not possible a t the 

moment to send instructions to the British Minister a t St. Petersburg, bu t they 

had already held communicat ion with the French Embassador on the subject, 

and instructions would be sent to Sir G. Seymour and General de Çastelbajac 10 

tomorrow, which would place them on exact ly the same footing as the 

Russ ian Embassador here , and diplomatic relations be tween the two coun

tries and Russia would be suspended." 

L o r d John Russell repeated in the House of Commons the declarat ion of 

L o r d Clarendon in the Upper House , and Lord Palmers ton announced tha t 15 

" h e would bring forward a measure to consolidate the militia laws, in which 

it was his intention that a militia force should be organized for Scotland and 

Ireland, the period of enrollment depending upon the votes of the H o u s e . " 

T h e English army is to be augmented immediately by 11,000 men ; 1,500 coas t 

guards are also to be embarked forthwith, intended to form a stock for the 20 

c rews of the newly commissioned ships. A royal proclamation has been 

issued forbidding the exportat ion of any vessels of war , military stores and 

ammunit ion to Russia. Embargo has been laid by the naval authorities visiting 

the private dock-yards on the Thames on two vessels in course of con

struction for Russian account . A contract , on behalf of the British Govern- 25 

ment , for coal sufficient for s teamers of the aggregate amount of 

11,000 horse-power , has been concluded at Copenhagen. Admiral Sir Charles 

Napier is to have command of the Baltic fleet about to be formed. 

The official Wiener Zeitung announces that " the Government has received 

notice that Russia has expressly declared to the Four Powers that she regards 30 

herself as released from the promise made at Olmütz to remain on the 

defensive in the Principalit ies." 

Concerning the object of the mission of Count Orloff at Vienna a number 

of conflicting rumors are afloat; the most credible of which appears to be 

contained in the Berlin correspondence of to-day 's Times. "Russ ia , " says 35 

this correspondent , "invites Austr ia and Prussia to enter with her into a t reaty 

of neutrality for all contingencies; suggests to them to make the declaration 

of their neutrality the common expression of the neutrali ty of the German 

Bund ; under takes to come to the assistance of the Bund should any of its 

members be a t tacked; and binds herself, in the case of any territorial changes 40 

having to be arranged at the end of the war , to conclude no peace without 
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having due considerat ion for the interests of the German Powers in such 

territorial changes. In this proposal for a t reaty of neutrali ty distinct 

reference is made to the principles and provisions of the Holy Alliance of 

1815." 

5 As to the decision probably come to by Austr ia and Prussia, I can only 

repeat the convictions already recorded by me on this question. Austr ia will 

endeavor by every means to maintain her posit ion of neutrality as long as 

she will be permitted to do so, and will declare for Russia when the proper 

t ime has arrived. Prussia, on the other hand, is likely again to miss the proper 

10 t ime for abandoning her neutrali ty and will end by calling upon herself the 

fate of another Jena . 

We learn from Constant inople that the combined fleet have re turned to 

their anchorage at Beicos, notwithstanding the following order, sent out to 

them, on behalf of the Embassadors , by the Samson: "The Embassadors are 

15 surprised at the sudden resolution of the Admirals , more particularly at the 

present moment , w h e n a Turkish steam-flotilla is on the point of starting with 

ammunit ion and other stores for the army of Anatolia. The orders of the 

F rench and British Governments were formal and precise , ( they were in

deed, but not the original orders with which the Admirals were dispatched, 

20 but only those just received,) respect ing the protect ion to be afforded by 

the combined fleets to the Ot toman flag and terr i tory, and the attention of 

bo th Admirals is again called to the stringent nature of these instructions 

which had been duly notified to them. The Admirals , i t would appear, con

sider that the measures entrusted to their execut ion may be equally well 

25 effected, whether the force under their c o m m a n d be stationed at Beicos or 

Sinope, ( i n this case , i t would appear to o thers , that the same instructions 

might have been carried out by the fleets quietly remaining at Malta and 

Toulon.) This is a mat ter which mus t entirely depend upon their judgment , 

and on them the responsibility will r es t . " 

30 The Russian fleet is known to be at Kaffa near the Strait of Yenikale, 

whence the distance to Ba tum is only one third of the distance be tween 

Batum and Beicos. Will the admirals be able to prevent a Sinope at Batum, 

"whe ther they be stationed a t Beicos or e l sewhere?" 

You will remember that the Czar ' s first proclamation accused the Sultan 

35 of enlisting under his banner the revolut ionary dregs of. all Europe . N o w , 

while Lord Stratford de Redcliffe declares to Lord Dudley Stuart that he 

could not assist him in organizing any of those dregs as a voluntary legion, the 

Czar has himself been the first to establish a revolut ionary corps , the so-

called Greco-Slavonian Legion wi th the direct intention of provoking the Sul-

40 tan ' s subjects to revolt. The corps is being organized in Wallachia and num

bers already, according to Russian s ta tements , above 3,000 men, not to be 
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paid in bons à perpétuité, as the Wallachians themselves , colonels being 

promised 5 ducats per day; majors 3 duca t s ; captains 2; subaltern officers 1, 

and soldiers 2 zwanzigers , the a rms to be supplied by Russia. 

Meanwhile the armaments of F rance seem no longer to be intended to 

remain on paper. As you know, the reserves of 1851 have been called out 

and in the last few days immense military stores have been sent from Arras 

to Metz and Strasburg. General Pélissier has left for Algiers with orders to 

select the different corps which are to form the expedit ion to Constant inople , 

for which Sir J .Burgoyne and Colonel Ardant have gone to prepare 

quar ters . 

The rumored passage of Omer Pasha at the head of a large army, though 

if a t tempted it could hardly be executed at a more oppor tune moment , since 

the Russians are known to be concentra ted a t Krajova , be tween Buchares t 

and Kalafat , yet needs confirmation. 

To re turn to the doings of the British Parl iament, there is , of course , not 

much to be mentioned, with the except ion of the proposi t ion of a bill for 

throwing open the coast- trade to foreign vessels , a proposi t ion which has 

not met with a single protest . Protestat ion must be decidedly dead, since it 

shows no capacity to make the slightest s tand against the universal invasion 

of the modern principle of commerce : to buy in the cheapes t market what

ever you require . H o w far the cheapes t c rew is qualified to protec t life and 

proper ty , the late ca tas t rophe of the "Tay leu r " has shown. 

Mr . I . But t , in yes terday ' s sitting of the Commons , gave notice " tha t 

to -morrow he should move that there should be read by the Clerk, a t the table 

of the H o u s e , an article published in The Times of to-day, and the previous 

s ta tements of The Dublin Freeman's Journal, imputing to the (Irish) members 

of the House a trafficking in places for money . He should also move for a 

Select Commit tee to inquire into the allegations of such trafficking as con

tained in these publ icat ions ." W h y Mr. But t is indignant only at the traffick

ing for money will be unders tood by those who remember that the legality 

of any other mode of trafficking was settled during last session. Since 1830 

Downing-st . has been placed at the mercy of the Irish Brigade. I t is the Irish 

members w h o have created and kept in place the Ministers to their mind. 

In 1834 they drove from the Cabinet Sir J . Graham and Lord Stanley. In 1835 

they compelled William TV to dismiss the Peel Ministry and to res tore the 

Melbourne Administration. F rom the general election of 1837 down to that 

of 1841, while there was a British majority in the L o w e r House opposed to 

that Administrat ion, the votes of the Irish Brigade were strong enough to 

turn the scale and keep i t in office. I t was the Ir ish Brigade again w h o installed 

the Coalition Cabinet. With all this power of Cabinet-making, the Brigade 

have never prevented any infamies against their o w n country nor any in-
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justice to the English people. The period of their greatest power was at the 

t ime of O'Connell , from 1834—1841. To wha t account was i t tu rned? The Irish 

agitation was never anything but a c ry for the Whigs against the Tories , in 

order to extor t places from the Whigs . N o b o d y who knows anything about 

5 the so-called Lichfield-house contract , will differ f rom this opinion—that 

contract by which O'Connell was to vote for, bu t l icensed to spout against, 

the Whigs on condit ion that he should nominate his own Magistrates in 

Ireland. It is t ime for the Irish Brigade to pu t off their patriotic airs. It is t ime 

for the Ir ish people to pu t off their dumb ha t red of the English and call their 

io o w n representat ives to an account for their wrongs . 

The "Socie ty of Arts and T r i c k s " have lately ventured on an escamotage 

of the Labor Parl iament by a coun te rmove intended to " se t t l e " the still 

enduring struggle be tween the capitalists and workingmen of England. The 

meeting was presided over by a noble Lord , and delegates from both part ies 

15 had been invited to discuss their grievances after the fashion of the Luxem

bourg conferences of M. Louis Blanc. The humbug was protested against by 

Mr. Ernes t Jones , in the name of the working classes, and old Rober t Owen 

told these enlightened gentlemen tha t no arbitration nor device, nor art of 

any kind, could ever fill the gulf dividing the two great fundamental classes 

20 of this or any country. It is superfluous to add that the meeting dissolved 

under an ample cover of ridicule. The Chart is ts of L o n d o n and the Provincial 

Delegates held a public meeting on the following day, when the proposal of 

the Labor Parl iament was unanimously approved, and the 11th March named 

for its opening at Manchester . 

25 Karl Marx . 
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Russian Diplomacy—The Blue Book 

on the Eastern Question—Montenegro 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4013, 27. Februar 1854 

From Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Feb . 10, 1854. 

At the t ime when the t reaty of neutrali ty was concluded be tween Denmark 

and Sweden, I stated my conviction, contrary to the current opinion in 

England and France , that i t was not by any means to be looked upon as a 

t r iumph of the Weste rn Powers , and that the pre tended protes t of Russia 

against tha t t reaty was nothing bu t a feint. The Scandinavian papers , and The 

Times ' cor responden t , quoting from them, are now unanimous in recording 

the same opinion, declaring the whole t rea ty to be the work of Russia. 

The proposi t ions submitted by Count Orloff to the Vienna Conference , 

and rejected by them, were as follows: 

1. Renewal of the old treat ies. 

2. Protectora te of Russia over the Greek Christ ians of Turkey . 

3. Expuls ion of all political refugees from the Ot toman Empire . 

4. Refusal to admit the mediat ion of any other Power , and to negotiate 

otherwise than directly with a Turkish Envoy , to be sent to St. Peters

burg. 

On the latter point Count Orloff declared his readiness to compromise , but 

the Conference refused. Why did the Conference refuse? Or why did the 

Empero r of Russia refuse the last terms of the Conference? T h e proposit ions 

are the same on both sides. The renewal of the old treaties had been stipulat

ed, the Russian Protectora te admitted with only a modification in the form; 

and, as the last point had been abandoned by Russia herself, t he Austrian 

demand for the expulsion of the refugees could not have been the cause of 

a rupture be tween Russia and the West. I t is evident, then, that the posit ion 

of the Empero r of Russia is now such as to prevent him from accepting any 

t e rms a t the hands of England and France , and that he m u s í bring Turkey 

to his feet either with or without the chance of a E u ro p ean war . 

In military circles the latter is now regarded as inevitable, and the prepara-
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t ions for i t are going on in every quarter . Admiral Bruat has already left Brest 

for Algiers, where he is to embark 10,000 men and sixteen English Regiments 

stationed in Ireland are ordered to hold themselves ready to go to Con

stantinople. The expedit ion can only have a twofold object: either to coerce 

5 the Turks into submission to Russia, as Mr. Urquhar t announces , or to carry 

on the war against Russia in real earnest . In bo th cases the fate of the Turks 

is equally certain. Once more handed over to Russia, not indeed directly, bu t 

to her dissolving agencies, the power of the Ot toman Empire would soon 

be reduced, like that of the Lower Empire , to the precincts of the capital. 

10 Taken under the absolute tutorship of F rance and England the sovereignty 

of the Ot tomans over their Eu ropean es ta tes would be no less at an end. If 

we are to take the war into our hands , observes The Times,v/e must have the 

control over all the operat ions. In this case then, the Turkish Ministry would 

be placed under the direct administrat ion of the Weste rn Embassadors , the 

15 Turkish War Office under the War Offices of England and France , and the 

Turkish armies under the command of F rench and English Generals . The 

Turkish Empire , in its ancient condit ions of exis tence, has ceased to be . 

After his complete "fa i lure" at Vienna, Count Orloff is now gone back to 

St. Petersburg—"with the assurance of the Austr ian and Prussian neutrali ty, 

20 under all c i rcumstances ." On the other hand, the telegraph repor ts from 

Vienna that a change has taken place in the Turkish Ministry, the Seraskier 

and Kapudan Pasha having resigned. The Times cannot unders tand how the 

war par ty could have been defeated at the very t ime that F rance and England 

were going to war . For my par t , i f the news be t rue , I can very well unders tand 

25 the "god-sent" occurrence as the work of the English Coalition representa

tive at Constant inople , whom we find so repeatedly regretting, in his blue-

book dispatches, tha t " h e could hardly yet go so far in his pressure on the 

Turkish Cabinet as i t might be desi rable ." 

The blue books begin with dispatches relating to the demands put forward 

30 on the part of France with respect to the Holy Shrines—demands not wholly 

borne out by the ancient capitulat ions, and ostensibly made with the view to 

enforce the supremacy of the Lat in over the Greek Church. I am far from 

participating in the opinion of Mr. Urquhar t , according to which the Czar had , 

by secret influences at Paris , seduced Bonapar te to rush into this quarrel in 

35 order to afford Russia a pre tex t for interfering herself in behalf of the privi

leges of the Greek Catholics. I t is well known that Bonapar te wanted to buy , 

coûte que coûte, the support of the Catholic par ty , which he regarded from 

the very first as the main condit ion for the success of his usurpat ion. Bona

par te was fully aware of the ascendancy of the Catholic Church over the 

40 peasant populat ion of F rance , and the peasant ry were to make him Empero r 

in spite of the bourgeoisie and in spite of the proletariat . M. de Falloux, the 
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Jesuit , was the most influential member of the first ministry he formed, and 

of which Odilon Barrot , the soi-disant Voltairian, was the nominal head. The 

first resolution adopted by this ministry, on the very day after the in

auguration of Bonapar te as President, was the famous expedit ion against the 

Roman Republic. M. de Montalembert , the chief of the Jesuit par ty , was his 5 

most active tool in preparing the over throw of the parl iamentary régime and 

the coup d'état of the 2d December . In 1850, the Univers, the official organ 

of the Jesuit par ty , called day after day on the F rench Government to take 

active steps for the protection of the interests of the Lat in Church in the East . 

Anxious to cajole and win over the Pope , and to be c rowned by him, Bona- 10 

par te had reasons to accept the challenge and make himself appear the "mos t 

Ca thol ic" Emperor of France . The Bonapartist usurpation, therefore, is the 

true origin of the present Eastern complication. It is t rue that Bonapar te 

wisely wi thdrew his prentensions as soon as he perceived the Emperor 

Nicholas ready to make them the pre text for excluding him from the con- 15 

clave of Europe , and Russia was , as usual , eager to utilise the events which 

she had not the power to create , as Mr. Urquhar t imagines. But i t remains 

a mos t curious phenomenon in history, that the present crisis of the Ot toman 

Empi re has been produced by the same conflict be tween the Lat in and 

Greek Churches which once gave rise to the foundat ion of that Empi re in 20 

Eu rope . 

I t is not my intention to investigate the whole contents of the "Rights and 

Privileges of the Lat in and Greek Churches , " before having considered a 

most important incident entirely suppressed in these blue books , viz: The 

Austro-Turkish quarrel about Montenegro . The necessi ty to previously t reat 25 

this affair is the more urgent, as it will establish the exis tence of a concer ted 

plan be tween Russia and Austria for the subversion and division of the 

Turkish Empi re , and as the very fact of England 's putt ing the subsequent 

negotiations be tween the Court of St. Petersburg and the Por te into the hands 

of Austr ia, cannot fail to th row a most curious light on the conduct of the 30 

English Cabinet throughout this Eas te rn quest ion. In the absence of any 

official documents on the Montenegro affair, I refer to a book , which has 

only jus t been published, on this subject, and is entitled the " H a n d b o o k of 

the Eas te rn Ques t ion ," by L . F . Simpson. 

The Turkish fortress of Zabliak (on the frontiers of Montenegro and 35 

Albania) was s tormed by a band of Montenegrins in December , 1852. It is 

r emembered that Omer Pasha was ordered by the Por te to repel the ag

gressors . The Sublime Porte declared the whole coas t of Albania in a state 

of b lockade, a measure which apparent ly could be directed only against 

Austr ia and her navy, and which indicated the convict ion of the Turkish 40 

Ministry that Austr ia had provoked the Montenegrin revolt . 
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The following article, under date of Vienna, December 29,1852, appeared 

then in the Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung; 
"If Austr ia wished to assist the Montenegr ins , the blockade could no t 

prevent it. If t he Montenegrins descended from their mountains , Austr ia 

5 could provide them with a rms and ammunit ion by Cat taro , in spite of the 

presence of the Turkish f leet in the Adriatic. Austr ia does not approve either 

of the present incursion of the Montenegr ins , nor of the revolution which 

is on the eve of breaking out in Herzegovina and Bosnia among the Chris
tians. She has constant ly protes ted against the persecut ions of the Christ ians, 

10 and that in the name of humani ty ; Aust r ia is obliged to observe neutrali ty 

toward the Eas te rn Church. The last news from Jerusalem will have shown 

h o w fiercely religious hatred burned there . T h e agents of Austr ia must , 

therefore, exer t all their efforts to maintain peace be tween the Greek Chris

tians and the Latin Christians of the Empi r e . " 

15 F r o m this article we glean, firstly, that coming revolutions of the Turkish 

Christians were anticipated as certain, tha t the way for the Russian com

plaints concerning the oppression of the Greek Church was paved by Austria, 

and that the religious complicat ion about the Holy Shrines was expected 

to give occasion for Austr ia ' s "neut ra l i ty ." 

20 In the same month a note was addressed to the Por te by Russia, w h o 

offered her mediation in Montenegro , which was declined on the ground tha t 

the Sultan was able himself to uphold his own rights. Here we see Russ ia 

operat ing exactly as she did at the t ime of the Greek revolution—first offering 

to protec t the Sultan against his subjects , with the view of protect ing after-

25 ward his subjects against the Sultan, if her assis tance should not be ac

cepted. 

The fact that there existed a concer t be tween Russia and Austr ia for the 

occupat ion of the Principalities, even at this early t ime, may be gleaned from 

another extract from the Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung, of 30th December , 

30 1852: 

"Russia , which has only recent ly acknowledged the independence of 

Montenegro, can scarcely remain an idle spectator of events . Moreover , 

commercial letters and travelers , from Moldavia and Wallachia, ment ion that 

f rom Wolhynia down to the mouth of the Pra th , the country swarms with 

35 Russian t roops , and that reënforcements are continually arr iving." 

Simultaneously the Vienna journals announced tha t an Austr ian army of 

observat ion was assembling on the Austro-Turkish frontiers. 

On December 6 ,1852, Lord Stanley interpellated L o r d Malmesbury wi th 

respect to the affairs of Montenegro , and Bonapar te ' s noble friend made the 

40 following declarat ion: 

"The noble lord intimated his desire to ask whe ther any change had re -
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cently taken place in the political relations of that wild count ry bordering 

on Albania, called Montenegro . I believe that no change whatever has taken 

place with respect to its political relations. The chief of that country bears 

a double title; he is head of the Greek Church in that country , and he is also 

the temporal sovereign. But with respect to his ecclesiastical posit ion he is 5 

under the jurisdiction of the Emperor of Russia, who is considered to be the 
head of the whole Greek Church. The chief of Montenegro has b e e n " (as 

I bel ieve all his ancestors were before him) "accus tomed to receive from the 

sanct ion and recognition of the Emperor his Episcopal jurisdiction and titles. 

Wi th respec t to the independence of that count ry , whatever the opinion of 10 

different persons may be as to the advantage of such a position, the fact is 

that Montenegro has been an independent country for something like 
150 years, and though various a t tempts have been made by the Por te to bring 

i t into subjection, those a t tempts have failed one after another , and the 

count ry is in the same position now that it was some 200 years ago . " 15 

In this speech L o r d Malmesbury , the then Tory Secretary for Foreign 

Affairs, quietly dissects the Ot toman Empire by separating from it a country 

that had ever belonged to it, recognising at the same t ime the Empero r of 

Russ ia ' s spiritual pretensions over subjects of the Por te . Wha t are we to say 

of these two sets of Oligarchs, except that they rival each o ther in imbe- 20 

cility? 

The Por te w a s , of course seriously alarmed at this speech of a British 

Minister , and there appeared, shortly afterward, in an English newspaper 

the following letter from Constant inople , dated January 5, 1853: 

"The Por te has experienced the greatest irritation owing to Lord Malmes- 25 

bu ry ' s declaration in the House of Lords tha t Montenegro was independent . 

He thus played into the hands of Russ ia and Austr ia , by which England will 

lose that influence and confidence which she has hi ther to enjoyed. In the 

first article of the t reaty of Sistow, concluded be tween the Por te and Austr ia 

in 1791, (to which treaty England, Holland and Pruss ia were mediating 30 

part ies) i t is expressly stipulated that an amnesty should be granted to the 

subjects of bo th Powers who had t aken par t against their rightful sovereigns, 

viz: the Servians, Montenegrins, Moldavians and Wallachians, named as 

rebel subjects of the Porte. The Montenegrins who reside in Constant inople , 

of w h o m there are 2,000 to 3,000, pay the haratch or capitation-tax, and in 35 

judicial procedure with subjects of o ther Powers at Constant inople , the 

Montenegrins are always considered and t reated as Turkish subjects wi thout 

object ion." 

In the beginning of January , 1853, the Austr ian Government sent Baron 

Kellner von Köllenstein, an aide-de-camp of the Emperor , to Cat taro to 40 

wa tch the course of events , while Mr . d'Ozeroff, the Russ ian E n v o y at Con-
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stantinople handed in a protes t to the Divan against the concessions made 

to the Lat ins in the quest ion of the Holy Shrines. At the end of January, Count 

Leiningen arrived at Constant inople , and was admit ted on the 3d February , 

to a pr ivate audience with the Sultan, to w h o m he delivered a let ter from 

5 the Austr ian Emperor . T h e Por te refused to comply with his demands , and 

Count Leiningen thereupon gave in an ultimatum, allowing the Porte four 

days to answer. The Por te immediately placed itself under the protect ion of 

England and France , which did no t p ro tec t her , while Count Leiningen 

refused their mediation. On Februa ry 15, he had obtained everything he had 

10 asked for (with the except ion of Art . I l l ) and his ult imatum was accepted. 

I t contained the following articles: 

" I . Immediate evacuat ion of Montenegro and the establishment of the 

status quo ante bellum. 
II. A declaration by which the Por te is to engage herself to maintain the 

15 status quo of the terri tories of Kleck and Sutorina, and to recognize the mare 

clausum in favor of Austria. 

III . A strict inquiry to take place concerning the acts of Mussulman fanati

cism commit ted against the Christ ians of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

IV. Removal of all the political refugees and renegades at present in the 

20 provinces adjoining the Austr ian frontiers. 

V. Indemnity of 200,000 florins to certain Austr ian merchants , whose 

contracts had been arbitrarily annulled, and the maintenance of those con

tracts for all the time they were agreed on. 

VI . Indemnity of 56,000 florins to a merchan t whose ship and cargo had 

25 been unjustly confiscated. 

VI I . Establ ishment of numerous consulates in Bosnia, Servia, Herzego

vina and all over Roumelia. 

VII I . Disavowal of the conduct maintained in 1850, in the affair of the 

refugees ." 

30 Before acceding to this ul t imatum, the Ot toman Por te , as Mr. Simpson 

s ta tes , addressed a note to the Embassador s of England and F rance , 

demanding a promise from them of posit ive assis tance in the event of a 

war with Austria. " T h e two Ministers not being able to pledge themselves 

in a definite manner , " the Turkish Government yielded to the energetic 

35 proceedings of Count Leiningen. 

On February 28th, Count Leiningen arrived a t Vienna , and Prince Menchi

koff at Constant inople. On the 3d of March, Lord John Russell had the 

impudence to declare , in answer to an interpellation of Lord Dudley Stuart , 

tha t 

40 " In answer to representat ions made to the Austr ian Government , assur

ance had been given that the latter held the same views as the English 
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Government on the subject; and, though he could not state the precise te rms 

of the arrangement that had ben made , the intervention of F rance and Eng

land had been successful, and he t rus ted the late differences were now over. 

The course adopted by England had been to give Turkey such advice as 

would maintain her honor and her independence . ***. Fo r his o w n part , he 

thought that on grounds of right, of international law, of faith toward our 

ally, and also on grounds of general policy and expediency, the maintenance 

of the integrity and independence of Turkey was a great and ruling point of 

the foreign policy of England." 

Karl Marx . 
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The War Question in Europe 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4019, 6. März 1854 

The War Question in Europe. 

Though the arrival of the Nashvil le pu ts us in possess ion of no decisive news 

from the seat of war , it puts us in possess ion of a fact of great significance 

in the present state of affairs. This is tha t now, at the eleventh hour, when 

5 the Russian Embassadors at Paris and L o n d o n have left, w h e n the British 

and French Embassadors at St. Petersburg are recalled, w h e n the naval and 

military strength of France and England is being already concentra ted for 

immediate action—at this very last moment , the two Wes te rn Governments 

are making fresh proposals to negotiate by which they concede almost 

10 everything that Russia wants . It will be remembered that the main point 

claimed by Russia was her right of settling directly with the Por te , and 

wi thout the interference of the o ther Powers , a quarrel which, i t was pre 

tended, concerned Russia and Turkey only. This point has now been con

ceded to Russia. The proposals are contained in the letter of Napoleon, which 

15 we copy in another place, and are to the effect tha t Russia shall t reat with 

Turkey direct, while the t reaty to be concluded be tween the two part ies shall 

be guaranteed by the four Powers . This guarantee is a drawback upon the 

concession, as i t gives the Wes te rn Powers a ready pre tex t to interfere in 

any future quarrel of the kind. But i t does no t make matters worse for Russ ia 

20 than they are now, w h e n the Empero r Nicholas mus t see that any a t tempt 

of his at a d ismemberment of Turkey cannot be carried out without the r isk 

of a war with England and France . And then , the actual gain to Russia will 

depend upon the nature of the t reaty which is not ye t concluded; and Russia, 

having seen in how cowardly a manner the Wes te rn Powers now shrink from 

25 the necessi ty of war , will but have to keep her armies concentra ted, and to 

continue her system of intimidation in order to gain every point during the 

negotiations. Besides, Russian diplomacy need hardly be afraid of a contes t 

wi th those egregious Embassadors who manufactured the famous , blunder

ing first Vienna note . 
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Whether , however , the Czar will accept this proposal , or t rus t to his army, 

remains to be seen. He cannot afford to go through such armaments and 

dislocations of t roops over his vas t Empire once in every five years . The 

preparat ions have been made on such a scale, tha t a very great material gain 

only can repay their cost . The Russian populat ion are thoroughly roused to 5 

warl ike enthusiasm. We have seen a copy of a letter from a Russian mer

chant—not one of the many German , English, or F rench t raders , who have 

settled in Moscow—but a real old Muscovi te , a genuine son of Sviatala Russ, 

who holds some goods on consignment for English account , and had been 

asked whether in case of war these goods would run the risk of confiscation. 10 

The old Russ , quite indignant at the imputat ion thus cast upon his Govern

ment , and perfectly well acquainted with the official phraseology, according 

to which Russia is the great champion of "order , proper ty , family, and 

religion," in contrast to the revolutionary and socialist countr ies of the West , 

re tor ts that " H e r e in Russia, God be praised, the distinction be tween mine 15 

and thine is yet in full force, and your proper ty here is as safe as anywhere . 

I would even advise you to send over as much of your proper ty as you can, 

for it will perhaps be safer here than where it is now. As to your countrymen, 

you may perhaps have reason to fear, as to your proper ty , not at all ." 

In the meant ime, the a rmaments prepared in England and France are upon 20 

a most extensive scale. The F rench ocean squadron has been ordered from 

Bres t to Toulon in order to t ransport t roops to the Levant . For ty or sixty 

thousand, according to different s ta tements , are to be sent, a large port ion 

of them to be drafted from the African a rmy; the expedit ion will be very 

strong in riflemen, and be commanded either by Baraguay d'Hilliers or by 25 

St. Arnaud. The British Government will send about 18,000 men , (22 regi

ments of 850 each.) and, at the date of our last advices , a port ion of them 

had already embarked for Malta, where the general rendezvous is to be . The 

infantry go in s teamers , and sailing vessels are employed for the conveyance 

of cavalry. The Baltic fleet, which is to be concentra ted off Sheerness , in 30 

the Thames , by the 6th of March, will consist of fifteen ships of the line, eight 

frigates, and seventeen smaller vessels . I t is the largest fleet the British have 

got together since the last war ; and as one half of it will consist of paddle 

or screw s teamers , and as the rating and weight of metal is at p resent about 

50 per cent, higher than fifty years ago, this Baltic fleet may prove to be the 35 

strongest a rmament ever turned out by any country . Sir Charles Napier is 

to command it; if there is to be war, he is the man to bring his guns to bear 

a t once upon the decisive point. 

On the Danube , the batt le of Tsheta te has evidently had the effect of 

delaying the Russian at tack upon Kalafat. The Russ ians have been convinced 40 

by that five d a y s ' struggle that i t will be no easy mat ter to take an intrenched 
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camp which can send out such sallies. I t seems that even the positive com

mand of the Autocra t himself is not sufficient, after such a foretaste , to drive 

his t roops to a rash at tempt. The presence of General Schilder, Chief of the 

Engineers , who was sent from Warsaw on purpose , seems even to have had 

5 a result contrary to the Imperial order , for ins tead of hurrying on the at tack, 

an inspection of the fortifications from a dis tance was sufficient to convince 

him that more t roops and more heavy guns were needed than could a t once 

be brought up . Accordingly the Russians have been concentrat ing wha tever 

forces they could around Kalaf at, and bringing up their siege guns, of which, 

10 it seems, they brought seventy-two into Wallachia. The London Times 

est imates their forces at 65,000 men, which is ra ther high, if we consider the 

strength of the whole Russian army in the Principalities. This a rmy now 

consists of six divisions of infantry, th ree divisions of cavalry, and about 

three hundred field-guns, besides Cossacks , riflemen, and other special 

15 corps , of a total nominal strength before the beginning of the war , of 

120,000 men. Assuming their losses , by sickness and on the batüe-f ield, to 

be 30,000 men, there remain about 90,000 combatants . Of these , at least 

35,000 are required to guard the line of the Danube , to garrison the principal 

t owns , and to maintain the communicat ions . There would remain, then, a t 

20 the very outside, 55,000 men for an a t tack upon Kalafat. 

N o w look at the respect ive posi t ions of the two armies. The Russians 

neglecting the whole line of the Danube , disregarding the position of Omer 

Pasha at Shumla, direct their main body, and even their heavy artillery, to 

a point on their ex t reme right, where they are further from Buchares t , their 

25 immediate base of operat ions , than the Turks are . Their rear is therefore as 

much exposed as i t possibly can be . Wha t is worse still is that , in order to 

get some slight protect ion for their rear , they are obliged to divide their 

forces , and to appear before Kalafat with a force which by no means has 

that evident superiority which, by insuring success , might justify such a 

30 maneuver . They leave from thirty to forty per cent , of their army scat tered 

behind the main body, and these t roops are certainly not capable of repelling 

a resolute at tack. Thus , neither is the conques t of Kalafat assured, nor the 

communicat ions of the besieging army placed out of the reach of danger. 

The blunder is so evident, so colossal , tha t nothing short of absolute certainty 

35 of the fact can make a military man believe that it has been committed. 

If Omer Pasha, who still has a superior force disposable, passes the Danube 

at any point be tween Rus tchuk and Hir sova, with say seventy thousand men, 

the Russian army must either be annihilated to the last man or take refuge 

in Austria. He has had a full month for concentra t ing such a mass . Why does 

40 he not cross a river which is now no longer obs t ructed by floating ice? W h y 

does he no t even re take his tête-de-pont at Oltenitza, in order to be able to 
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m o v e at any moment? Tha t Omer Pasha is ignorant of the chances the 

Russians have given him by their unheard-of blunder is impossible. He must , 

i t would seem, be tied by diplomatic action. His inactivity mus t be in tended 

to form an offset against the naval p romenade of the combined f leets in the 

Black Sea. The Russian army mus t no t be annihilated or driven to take refuge 5 

in Austr ia, because then peace would be endangered by fresh complicat ions. 

A n d in order to suit the intrigues and the sham-act ion of diplomatic jobbers , 

Omer Pasha mus t allow the Russians to bombard Kalafat , to place their 

whole army, all their siege artillery at his mercy , wi thout his being allowed 

to profit by the occasion. I t would indeed seem tha t if t he Russian com- 10 

mander had not had a material , posit ive guarantee that his flanks and rear 

would not be at tacked, he would never have a t tempted to march u p o n 

Kalafat . Otherwise , in spite of all stringent instruct ions, he would deserve 

to be t r ied a t t he drumhead and shot. And unless , by the steamer now due 

here , or at furthest within a few days , we hear that Omer Pasha has crossed 15 

the Danube and marched upon Bucharest , i t will be scarcely possible to avoid 

the conclusion that a formal agreement of the Wes te rn Powers has been m a d e 

to the effect that in order to satisfy the military point of honor of Russia, 

Kalafat is to be sacrificed without the Turks being allowed to defend i t by 

the only way i t can be effectually defended—by an offensive movement lower 20 

down the Danube . Our L o n d o n correspondent in another column intimates 

his unwillingness to believe in such t reachery , bu t facts are s tubborn things, 

and the mind mus t a t last be affected by their force . After having gone the 

despera te lengths they have avowedly done to avoid war , i t i s hard to think 

of anything they would shrink from. 25 
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Declaration of the Prussian Cabinet—Napoleon's Plans-

Prussia's Policy 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4022, 9. März 1854 

T h e following information, which, if t rue , is of the highest impor tance , and 

a por t ion only of which has appeared in the European journals , and that in 

a partial and disguised form, we have received from a mos t t rus twor thy 

source at London : 

5 I. On the 3d of February the following declarat ion on the par t of the 

Prussian Cabinet was dispatched to Paris and London : 

" 1 . The explanations of Count Orloff leaving no doubt whatever as to the 

uselessness of any further a t tempt at mediat ion wi th the St. Pe tersburg 

Cabinet , Prussia hereby wi thdraws her mediat ion, the opportuni ty for which 

10 can no longer be said to exist. 

2. Count Orloff 's proposals of a formal and binding treaty of neutrali ty, 

have met with an absolute refusal, communica ted to him in a note , Prussia 

being decided upon observing even wi thout the concurrence of Austr ia, t he 

mos t strict neutrality on her part , which she is determined to enforce by 

15 suitable armaments, as soon as the proper momen t shall have arrived. 

3. Whether Prussia shall p ropose , in c o m m o n with Austr ia , a general 

arming of the German Confederat ion, will depend on the conduct of t h e 

marit ime powers toward Germany . " 

II . Louis Napoleon has sent a confidential agent (Mr. Brennier) to Turin, 

20 with the following message for the King of P iedmont and Mr. Cavour : At 

a given time insurrect ionary movemen t s are to break ou t in Parma, Piacenza, 

Guastalla, and Modena . Sardinia mus t then occupy those countr ies , from 

which the now reigning pr inces are to be expelled. Napoleon is to guarantee 

to the King the incorporat ion with Sardinia of the three former principalities, 

25 and perhaps of Modena , also, in compensa t ion for which territories the 

County of Savoy is to be ceded to F rance . This arrangement England may 

be said to have as good as agreed to , al though reluctantly and with very bad 

grace. Mr. Brennier then proceeded further on his tour through Italy till he 

reached Naples , where his arrival evoked the " m o s t painful sensat ion." His 

30 mission is that of preparing an Italian insurrect ion, as Napoleon is seriously 
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convinced that he is the man, not only to set Italy on fire, but also to draw 

the exact line which the flame shall be forbidden to cross . He proposes to 

concentra te the following armies: 

1 — 100,000 m e n on the frontier of Savoy. 

2 - 60,000 men at Metz . 5 

3 - 80,000 men at Strasburg. 

III . Prussia does not object to the assembling of a F r ench army of 

100,000 men on the frontier of Savoy, bu t she considers the concentrat ion 

of an army at Metz , and of another at Strasburg, to be a direct menace against 

herself. She already fancies Baden, Hesse , Wur temberg , etc. , in full in- io 

surrect ion and some 100,000 peasants marching from the south of Germany 

on her own frontiers. She has , therefore, protes ted against these two meas

u res , and it is this eventuality which is alluded to in section 3 of the Pruss ian 

declaration. At all events , Prussia will put her a rmy on a war footing by, and 

perhaps before, the end of March. She intends calling ou t a force of 200,000 15 

to 300,000 men, according to c i rcumstances . But if Napoleon insists on 

concentrat ing the two armies at Metz and Strasburg, the Prussian Govern

ment has a lready resolved to augment its force to 500,000 men. In the Berlin 

Cabinet , where the King, with the great majority of his Ministers , had chosen 

to side with Russia, and Manteuffel alone, backed by the Prince of Prussia, 20 

carried the declaration of neutrality, (Manteuffel originally proposed a for

mal alliance with England,) fear and confusion are asser ted to reign supreme. 

There exists already a formal resolution of the Cabinet (Cabinets-Beschluss) 

according to which, under certain c i rcumstances , all the more notorious 

democra ts of the monarchy, and, above all, of Rhenish Prussia , are to be 25 

arres ted on the same night, and to be t ranspor ted to the eas tern for t resses , 

in order to p revent them from favoring the subversive plans of Napoleon , 

(die Umsturzpläne Napoleons!!) or from getting up popular movements 

generally. This measure , i t is proposed, shall be executed instantly in the case 

of Italian disorders breaking out, or if Napoleon concent ra tes the two armies 30 

at Metz and Strasburg. This resolution, we are assured , has been taken 

unanimously, al though all the eventualit ies are no t provided for, under which 

the Cabinet might think fit to put i t into execut ion. 
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Debates in Parliament 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
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Debates in Parliament. 

From Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , F e b . 21 , 1854. 

The military and naval est imates have been laid before Parl iament. In the 

5 army, the total number of men asked for the cur ren t year is 112,977, an 

increase upon last year of 10,694. The total cost of the land forces for service 

at home and abroad, for the year ending on the 31st of March, 1855, ex

clusively of the Austral ian Colonies, and of the charge transferred to the Eas t 

India Company, is £3,923,288. The gross total amount is £4,877,925, which 

10 will provide for 5,719 officers, 9,956 non-commissioned officers, 

126,925 rank and file. T h e naval es t imates for the year ending March 31,1855, 

show a total for the effective service, of £5,979,866, an increase upon last 

year of £1,172,446. The charge for the conveyance of t roops and ordnance 

stands £225,050, an increase of £72,100. The grand total for the year amounts 

15 to £7,487,948. T h e force will consist of 41,000 seamen, 2,000 b o y s , 

15,500 mar ines ; the total , including 116 m e n in the packe t service, 58,616. 

Mr. Layard had given notice that he should call at tention to the Eas tern 

quest ion on last Fr iday evening, and he seized upon the very moment w h e n 

the Speaker was to leave the Chair, in order tha t the House might consider 

20 the navy es t imates . Shortly after 4 o 'clock all the galleries were overcrowded, 

and at 5 o 'clock the House was full. T w o long hours , to the visible morti

fication of the members and the public, we re killed wi th indifferent con

versat ion on minor topics . So intensely excited was the curiosity of the 

honorables themselves that they delayed dinner till 8 o 'clock, to assist at the 

25 opening of the great debate—a rare occurrence this in the parl iamentary Ufe 

of the Commoners . 

Mr. Layard , whose speech was continually interrupted by cheers , began 

69 



Karl Marx 

by stating that the government had placed them in so extraordinary a posit ion 

that they were at a loss to know how they really s tood. Before they could 

vote the demanded advances , i t was the duty of the government to state what 

their intentions were. But before asking [the] government wha t they were 

about to do, he wished to known what they had already done. He had said 5 

last year that if the government had adopted a tone more wor thy of this 

count ry , they would not have been plunged into war ; nor , after a careful 

perusal of the voluminous blue books lately issued, had he found cause to 

change his opinions. Comparing the contents of var ious dispatches on var

ious sides, he argued that the Ministry had overlooked the mos t obvious 10 

facts , had misunderstood the most unmistakeable tendencies , and t rusted to 

the mos t evidently fallacious assurances . Declaring that the t ragedy of 

Sinope impeached the honor of England, and required ample explanation, 

he drew evidence from the published documents to show that the Admirals 

of the uni ted fleets might have prevented the ca tas t rophe , or that the Turks 15 

by them selves have averted it, if i t had not been for the t imorous and vacillat

ing instructions sent out by the British government . He inferred from their 

recen t language that they would still t reat on the basis of the status quo ante 

bellum, which presumed step he condemned. He called u p o n the government 

to do their duty, in the certainty that the people of England would do theirs . 20 

Sir J ames Graham, with his notorious effrontery, answered him that they 

mus t either put their confidence in Ministers or tu rn them out . But "mean

while don ' t let us potter over blue b o o k s . " They had been deceived by Russia, 

w h o w a s an old and faithful ally of Great Britain, bu t "dark , malignant 

suspicions did no t easily take root in generous minds . " This old fox, Sir 25 

Rober t Peel 's "di r ty little b o y , " the murderer of the Bandieras , was quite 

charming with his "generous mind" and his "s lowness to suspect . " 

Then came Lord Jocelyn and Lord Dudley Stuart , whose speeches filled 

the papers the next day, bu t emptied the house on this evening. Mr. Roebuck 

nex t commenced by defending the ministers for their conduc t in a delicate 30 

situation, bu t ended by declaring that i t was now t ime for the ministry to 

declare clearly what they intended to do. Lord John Russel l , on the plea of 

answer ing this quest ion, rose , gave an apologetic recapitulat ion of the 

his tory of the late differences, and when he h a d convinced himself that 

this would not do , feigned to be willing to tell them " w h a t they intended 35 

to d o ; " a thing he himself may no t have been quite sure of. According to 

his s ta tement they had entered into some vague sort of alliance wi th F rance , 

no t by means of a t rea ty concluded, bu t of notes interchanged. England and 

F rance were now proposing to Turkey also a sort of t rea ty , by vir tue of 

which the Por te should not sue for peace wi thout their consent . They had 40 

been cruelly overcome by the incredible perfidy of the Czar . He (Russell) 
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despaired of peace being preserved. T h e y were likely to enter on war. He 

consequent ly wanted some £3,000,000 more than last year . Secrecy was 

the condit ion of success in war and therefore he could not tell t hem jus t 

n o w what they were to do in that war . As the latter, or theatrical par t of his 

5 speech was performed wi th great force and wi th m u c h mora l indignation at 

the Czar " the bu tcher , " the applause was immense , and the H o u s e , in then-

enthusiasm, were on the point of voting the es t imates , when Mr. Disraeli 

interceded and succeeded in adjourning the discussion to Monday evening. 

The debates were r e sumed yes terday evening and only concluded a t 

10 2 o'clock, A.M. 

First rose Mr. Cobden , promising to confine himself strictly to the practical 

quest ion in hajid. He took great pains to p rove from the blue books , wha t 

was denied by nobody, that the F rench Government had originated " this 

melancholy d ispute ," by the mission of Mr. Lavalet te respecting the Holy 

15 Places and the concessions i t wrung from the Por te . The French President , 

who , a t that t ime, had some expecta t ion of becoming Emperor , might have 

had some wish to make a little political capital by making these demands upon 

Turkey on behalf of the Lat in Christ ians. The first movement of Russia, 

therefore , was t raceable to the proceedings of F rance , in this mat ter . The 

20 non-signature of the Vienna note had b e e n the fault of the allies, not of the 

Turkish Government , because , i f i t had been threa tened wi th the wi thdrawal 

of the fleet from Besika Bay, the Por te would immediately have signed it. 

We were going to war because we insisted upon Turkey refusing to do tha t 

by a note to Russia which we in tended to ask her to do for ourselves , viz.: 

25 to give us a guarantee for the bet ter t rea tment of the Christ ians. The vas t 

majority of the population in the Ot toman Empi re was looking with eagerness 

to the success of that very policy which Russ ia was now prosecuting, (as 

now exemplified in Moldo-Wallachia). F r o m the blue books themselves he 

could show that the evils and oppress ions under which that Christ ian popula-

30 t ion lived, could not be tolerated—referring principally to dispatches of L o r d 

Clarendon, ostensibly wri t ten with the view to make ou t a case for the Czar . 

In one of these dispatches Lord Clarendon wri tes : " T h e Por te must decide 

be tween the maintenance of an e r roneous religious principle and the loss of 

the sympathy and support of its all ies." Mr. Cobden was therefore enabled 

35 to ask: "Whethe r the House did think it possible that a populat ion like the 

fanatical Mussulman populat ion of Turkey would abandon its religion? A n d 

wi thout total abandonment of the law of the Koran, i t was absolutely 

impossible to put the Christ ians of Turkey u p o n an equality with the T u r k s . " 

We may as well ask Mr . Cobden , whether wi th the existing State Church and 

40 laws of England, it is possible to put her working-men u p o n equality wi th 

the Cobdens and the Brights? Mr. Cobden proceeded then with a view to 
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show from the letters of Lord Stratford de Redcliff e and the British Consular 

agents , tha t there reigns a general dissatisfaction through the Christ ian 

populat ion in Turkey threatening to end in a general insurrect ion. N o w , let 

us again ask Mr. Cobden whether there does not exist a general dis

satisfaction with their governments and their ruling classes , among all peo- 5 

pies of Europe , which discontent soon threatens to terminate with a general 

revolut ion? If Germany, Italy, F rance or even Great Britain had been in

vaded , like Turkey, by a foreign army, hostile to their Governments and 

appealing to their insurrect ionary passions , would any of these countr ies 

have as long remained quiet, as the Christ ian populat ion of Turkey have 10 

done? 

In entering upon a war in defense of Turkey , Mr . Cobden concludes , 

England would be fighting for the domination of the Ot toman populat ion of 

Turkey and against the interest of the great body of the people of that 

country . This is merely a religious quest ion be tween the Russian army on 15 

the one side and the Turkish on the other . The British interests were all on 

the side of Russia. T h e extent pf their t rade with Russ ia was enormous . If 

the expor t t rade to Russia amounted to only £2,000,000, this was but the 

t ransi tory result from Russia still laboring under the Protect ionist delusion. 

H o w e v e r their imports from Russia amounted to £13,000,000. With the 20 

except ion of the Uni ted States , there was no one foreign count ry with which 

their t rade was so important as wi th Russia. If England was going to war , 

why were they sending land forces to Turkey, ins tead of exclusively using 

their navy? If the t ime had come for the contes t be tween Cossackism and 

Republicanism, why were Prussia, Austria, the rest of the German States , 25 

Belgium, Holland, Sweden, and Denmark remaining neutral , while F rance 

and England had to fight single handed? If this were a quest ion of European 

impor tance , was i t no t to be supposed that those w h o were nearest to the 

danger would be the first to fight? Mr. Cobden concluded by declaring that 

" h e was opposed to the war with Russ ia ." He thought " the bes t thing was 30 

to fall back upon the Vienna no t e . " 

Lord John Manners considered that the Government were to blame for 

their supineness and false security. The communicat ions originally made by 

L o r d Clarendon to the Governments of Russia, F rance and Turkey, in which, 

ins tead of acting in accordance with F rance , L o r d Clarendon persis ted in 35 

refusing so to coopera te , and made known to the Government of Russia that 

England would not cooperate with France , had induced the Empero r of 

Russ ia to give Prince Menchikoff the orders which led to the whole 

ca tas t rophe. I t was no wonder that w h e n England a t last announced her 

intention to interfere actually at Constant inople , the Government of F rance 40 

should enter tain some doubt as to the sincerity of he r Majes ty ' s Government . 
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I t was not England that advised the Por te to reject Pr ince Menchikoff 's 

ultimatum, but , on the contrary , the Ministers of the Sultan acted upon their 

o w n responsibility, and wi thout any hope of the assis tance of England. After 

the occupat ion of the Principalities by the Russ ians , the prolonged diplomatic 

5 negotiations of the British Government had been very prejudicial to the 

interests of Turkey, and very serviceable to those of Russia. Russia had t aken 

possession of the Principalities without a declarat ion of war , in order to 

prevent those treaties which were her real ins t ruments of oppression toward 

Turkey from falling to the ground. Consequent ly , after Turkey had declared 

10 war , it was not wise to insist upon the renewal of these treaties as a basis 

of negotiation. The main quest ion really in hand now w a s , wha t were the 

objects which the Government contemplated in entering upon this t remen

dous struggle? I t was generally announced that the honor and the inde

pendence of Turkey were to be mainta ined; bu t i t was essential tha t there 

15 should be some unders tanding of a far more specific nature as to wha t was 

meant by this announcement . 

Mr . Horsman endeavored to refute the fallacies propounded by 

Mr. Cobden. The real quest ion was not what Turkey is, bu t wha t Russia 

would become with Turkey absorbed in her dominions—a quest ion whether 

20 the Empero r was to be Empero r also of Turkey? With Russia there was bu t 

one object recognized, the advancement of the political power by war . H e r 

aim was territorial aggrandizement. F r o m the mons t rous mendaci ty of the 

first step taken in this mat ter by the Russ ian Autocra t , d o w n to the atrocious 

massacre of Sinope, his course had been one of ferocity and fraud, of cr imes 

25 that would be conspicuous even in the annals of Russia, a country whose 

history was all cr ime, and which were rendered still more fearful by that 

b lasphemy which dared to invoke the Christianity whose laws i t so f lagrant ly 

violated. On the other hand, the conduc t of the intended victim had been 

admirable. Mr. Hor sman then took great pains to excuse the oscillating 

30 course of the Government by the difficulties which they found their posit ion 

surrounded with. Hence their diplomatic hesitation. If all the Cabinets of 

Europe , i f the mos t exper ienced diplomatists had been engaged in opposi t ion 

to the Autocra t , i t would have been impossible to place him in a posi t ion 

of greater difficulty and embar rassment and from which he could not ex-

35 tr ícate himself wi thout difficulty and loss, than tha t in which either by the 

blunders of our own Ministers or the adroi tness of his own, he was now 

placed. Six months ago the Empero r Nicholas was the chief supporter of the 

order and legitimacy of Eu rope ; n o w he s tood forward, unmasked as the 

greatest revolutionist . Foiled in his political intrigues, unsuccessful in the war 

40 in Asia, and well thrashed by the Turks on the Danube , the Czar had really 

shown an alacrity in sinking which was quite refreshing. I t was now the duty 
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of the Government , if hostilities should commence , to take care not to secure 

peace except upon such terms as would involve ample and certain security 

against any future repetit ion of similar aggression. He t rusted that one of 

the condit ions for the restorat ion of peace would be that Russ ia should 

indemnify Turkey for the expenses to which she had been put , and that 5 

Turkey should receive, as a material guarantee , the res torat ion of terri tories 

of which she had been deprived. 

Mr. Drummond believed that we are going to engage in a religious war , 

and are about to enter into another c rusade for the t omb of Geoffrey de 

Bouillon, which is already so b roken that it cannot be sat upon. It appears 10 

tha t the author of the mischief from the very beginning has been the Pope . 

England had not the least interest in the Turkish quest ion, and a war be tween 

this count ry and Russia could not be brought to a successful termination, 

because they will fight each other for ever and never do each other any harm. 

"All tha t you will gain in the present war will be ha rd k n o c k s . " Mr. Cobden 15 

had some t ime ago offered to crumple Russia up , and i f he would do so now i t 

would save them a world of t rouble. In fact, the present dispute was , whether 

the milliners should come from Paris or f rom St. Pe tersburg to dress the 

idols of the Holy Sepulchre. They had now found out tha t Turkey was their 

ancient ally, and quite necessary to the balance of power of Europe . H o w 20 

in the world did i t happen that they never found that out before they took 

the whole kingdom of Greece from her, and before they fought the bat t le 

of Navar ino , which he remembered Lord St. Helens having described as a 

capital bat t le , only that they knocked down the wrong men. H o w came they 

not to think of this when the Russians passed the Balkan and when they might 25 

have given Turkey effectual aid by their fleet? But now, after they had 

reduced the Ot toman Empire to the last stage of decrepi tude, they thought 

to be able to uphold this tottering power on the pre tense of the balance of 

power . After some sarcastic remarks on the sudden enthus iasm for Bona

par te , Mr . Drummond asked who was to be Minister of W a r ? All of them had 30 

seen enough to show them that there was a feeble hand at the helm. He did 

not bel ieve that the character of any general or of any admiral was safe in 

the hands of the present Administration. They were capable of sacrificing 

either to please any faction in the H o u s e . If they were determined to go to 

war , they must strike their blow at the hear t of Russia, and not go wasting 35 

their shots in the Black Sea. They mus t begin by proclaiming the reëstablish-

ment of the kingdom of Poland. Above all, he wanted to be informed what 

the Government was about . " T h e head of the Gove rnmen t , " said Mr. Drum

mond, "pr ides himself on his powers of concealment , and stated in another 

place that he should like to see any one extract information from him which 40 

he was not inclined to afford. Tha t s ta tement reminded him of a s tory which 
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he heard once in Scotland—a Highlandman had gone to India, and on his 

re turn to England brought h o m e a par ro t as a present to his wife, which talked 

remarkably well. A neighbor, no t wishing to be outdone , wen t to Edinburgh 

and brought his wife h o m e a large owl. On its being remarked to h im tha t 

5 the owl could never be taught to speak: 'Very t rue , ' he replied; 'but consider 

the power o ' thocht he has in him. ' " 

Mr. But t stated that this was the first t ime since the revolution that a 

Ministry had come down to the H o u s e and asked for a war supply without 

stating distinctly and fully the grounds for such a proposit ion. In the legal 

10 sense of the word , they were not ye t at war , and the House had a right to 

know, on voting these supplies, wha t w a s delaying the declarat ion of war 

against Russia? In wha t an equivocal posi t ion was their fleet a t t he Black 

Sea put! Admiral Dundas had orders to send back Russian vessels to a 

Russian port , and if, in the execut ion of these orders , he des t royed a 

15 Russian ship, while being at peace wi th Russia , were Ministers prepared to 

justify such a state of things? He hoped it would be explained whether 

assistance was to be given upon those humiliating terms—that Turkey was 

to place herself in the hands of England and France in making peace wi th 

Russ ia? If that was to be the policy of England, then Parl iament was now 

20 called upon to vo te an additional force, no t for the independence of Turkey , 

bu t for her subjugation. Mr . But t be t rayed some doubt whether Ministers 

were not merely making a parade of those military preparat ions for the 

purpose of arriving at a dishonorable peace . 

Mr. S. Herber t , the Minister of War , m a d e the mos t vulgar and silly speech 

25 that could possibly be expected even f rom a Coalition Minister at such a 

momentous crisis. The Governmen t was placed be tween two fires, and they 

could not find any means of ascertaining wha t opinion the House itself really 

enter tained upon the quest ion. The honorable gent lemen opposi te had the 

advantage of coming to facts ; they were criticising the pas t ; but the Govern-

30 men t had no facts to deal with—they had only to speculate as to the future. 

They were inclined to embark in this war not so much for the purpose of 

defending Turkey as of opposing Russia . This was all the information the 

House could get f rom poor Mr. Herber t , " a s to the fu ture ." But n o ; he told 

them something very new. "Mr . Cobden i s , " according to Mr. Herber t , " the 

35 representat ive of the feeling of the largest class of the people of this 

coun t ry . " This assert ion being denied in all par ts of the H o u s e , Mr . Herbe r t 

proceeds to s tate: "If not the largest class, the honorable member was a 

representat ive , at any ra te , of a great portion of the working classes of this 

count ry . " Poor Mr. Herber t . I t was quite refreshing to see Mr. Disraeli rise 

40 after him, and thus to have the babbler supplanted by a real debater . 

Mr. Disraeli, alluding to the theatrical declamations with which L o r d John 
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Russel l had terminated his speech on Friday evening, commenced with this 

s ta tement : "I have always been of opinion that any nation, and this one in 

particular, would be much more prepared and much more willing to bear the 

burdens which a state of warfare mus t induce and occasion, if they really 

knew for what they were going to war , than if they should be hurr ied into 5 

a contes t by inflammatory appeals to the pass ions , and be carried away by 

an exci tement which at the first moment might be convenient to a Minister , 

bu t which in a few months after would be followed by the inevitable react ion 

of ignorance, or perhaps ignorance and disaster combined . " Thus i t had been 

with the war of 1828—29, when they took par t on the side of Russia and not 10 

on that of Turkey. The present perplexed position and the recent prost ra te 

condit ion of Turkey, were entirely to be ascribed to the events of that war , 

in which England and France were united against Turkey . At that t ime there 

was not a member of the House who really had any idea w h y they wen t to 

war , or what was the object they intended to accomplish, when they leveled 15 

a blow at the power of Turkey. Therefore they mus t clearly comprehend the 

cause and the object of the present war. This knowledge was only to be 

obtained from the blue books . Wha t had been the origin of the present state 

of affairs they must learn from the words wri t ten in these very dispatches 

lying on the table. The policy there developed was preparing that future 20 

which, according to Ministers, alone was to absorb their at tention. He 

protes ted , therefore against the doctr ine of Sir James Graham. Mr. Herber t 

had jus t protes ted against the reading of isolated pages from those dis

pa tches . He however could not promise to read these blue books through 

to the H o u s e ; yet if they admitted the validity of the right honorable gentle- 25 

man ' s objection, this would seem to be the only course open to him. I t was 

the received opinion of all tha t were well acquainted with the Eas te rn ques

tion, and his o w n opinion, that Russia had no intention whatever of forcibly 

conquering the Ot toman Empi re ; bu t that , by adroit policy and by improved 

means , she intended to obtain and to exercise such an influence over the 30 

Christ ian populat ion of the Turkish Empire , tha t she would obtain all that 

authori ty which would have been the result of her possessing, pe rhaps , the 

seat of the Sultan 's empire. At the outset of these negotiations Count Nessel

rode himself, in his dispatches dated January, 1853, and June , 1853, distinctly 

and explicitly described the policy of Russia. Ascendancy to be obtained over 35 

the Turkish Empire by exercising a peculiar influence over 12,000,000, w h o 

compose the large majority of the Sultan 's subjects . By the Russian dis

pa tches addressed to the British Government , no t merely is that policy de

fined, bu t the British Government is no less candidly informed of the mode by 

which it is to be accomplished—not by conques t , bu t by maintaining treaties 40 

tha t exist , and by extending the spirit of those t reat ies . Thus , from the very 
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beginning of this important cont roversy , the base of the diplomatic campaign 

was found in a treaty—the t rea ty of Kainardji . By that t rea ty the Christ ian 

subjects of the Por te are placed under the especial protect ion of the Sultan; 

and Russia, in interpreting tha t t reaty, s tates tha t the Christ ian subjects of 

5 the Sultan are placed specially under the protect ion of the Czar . Unde r the 

same t rea ty representat ions may be made by Russia in favor of her new 

church—a building in the street called Bey Oglu—the Russian interpretat ion 

of that article of the t reaty is, tha t Russia has the power of interfering in favor 

of every church of the Greek denominat ion, and, of course , in favor of all 

10 the communit ies of that faith in the Sul tan 's dominions, who happen to be 

the large majority of his subjects . This was the avowed Russian interpre

tat ion of the t reaty of Kainardji . On the other hand they might see , from a 

dispatch of the 8th of January , 1853, from Sir Hamil ton Seymour , tha t Count 

Nessel rode informed Sir Hamil ton, who informed Lord Clarendon, " tha t i t 

15 was necessary that the diplomacy of Russ ia should be supported by a demon

stration of force ." According to this same dispatch, Count Nesse l rode ' s 

belief that this quest ion would be brought to a satisfactory conclusion, res ted 

upon the "exer t ions which were to be made by Her Majesty 's Ministers a t 

Paris and Constant inople ." Russia , then, a t once declared that the demon-

20 stration of force was only a demonst ra t ion; but that the object was to be 

peaceably attained by the exert ions of the English Ministers at Paris and 

Constantinople. " N o w , Sir ," cont inued Mr. Disraeli, " I want to know, with 

that object expressed, with those means detailed, and wi th that diplomacy 

to deal with, how the Ministers encountered such a combina t ion?" I t was 

25 unnecessary to touch on the quest ion of the Holy Places . Tha t was , in fact, 

soon settled at Constant inople. E v e n Count Nesse l rode , at a very early 

period of these negotiat ions, expressed his surprise and satisfaction, and 

stated his acknowledgment of the concil iatory spirit of France . But all tha t 

t ime the forces of Russia were accumulat ing on the Turkish frontiers, and 

30 all that t ime Count Nesse l rode was telling Lord Clarendon that his Govern

ment would ask an equivalent for the privileges which the Greek Church had 

lost at Jerusalem, but in the set t lement of which his Government had not been 

disturbed. E v e n the mission of Prince Menchikoff was mentioned at tha t 

t ime, as proved by various dispatches from Sir Hamil ton Seymour. Lord 

35 John Russell had told them the other night that the conduct of Count Nesse l 

rode was fraudulent. On the other hand Lord John Russell confessed himself 

that Count Nesse l rode kept saying that his Imperial master would ask an 

equivalent for the Greek Church; bu t on the other he complained that Count 

Nesse l rode never told them wha t he wanted . "Wicked Count Nesse l rode ! 

40 (Laugther . ) Fraudulent duplicity of Russian s ta tesmen! (Laughte r . ) W h y 

could the noble Lord no t find the information he wanted? W h y is Sir Hamil-
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ton Seymour at St. Petersburg, i f he is not to ask for the information that 

is de s i r ed?" If Count Nesse l rode never told Mm wha t he wanted , i t was 

because the noble Lord never dared to ask. At this stage of the proceedings 

i t was the duty of the Ministers to put categorical quest ions to the Cabinet 

of St. Petersburg. If they could not define what they wanted , then it was t ime 5 

to declare that the friendly offices of the Brit ish Government at Paris and 

Constant inople were to cease. When Lord John Russel l had rel inquished the 

seals of office, and was followed by L o r d Clarendon, there was a different 

charac ter in the diplomatic proceedings—a bias in favor of Russia. When 

L o r d Clarendon was made Minister of Foreign Affairs he had to draw up 10 

instruct ions for Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, t he Queen ' s Embassador , re

pairing to the seat of action. N o w wha t were these instruct ions? At the 

moment of her u tmost need and her u tmos t exigency, Turkey is lectured 

about internal reform and commercial reform. I t is int imated to her that the 

conduc t of the Por te must be distinguished by the u tmos t moderat ion and 15 

p rudence , viz: that i t mus t comply with the demands of Russia. Meanwhile 

the Government continued not to demand an explicit explanat ion of wha t 

was meant on the par t of Russia. Pr ince Menchikoff arrived at Con

stantinople. After having received mos t agitating missives from Col. Rose , 

and warning dispatches from Sir Hamil ton Seymour , L o r d Clarendon 20 

in a let ter to L o r d Cowley, the British Embassador at Par is , denounced 

Colonel Rose ' s order in calling up the British f leet , regret ted the order given 

to the F rench Admiral to sail to the Greek waters , favoring F rance with 

con temptuous dogma, " tha t a policy of suspicion is neither wise nor safe ," 

and declared he placed full reliance on the Empero r of Russia ' s solemn 25 

assurances that he would uphold the Turkish Empi re . Then Lord Clarendon 

writes to his Embassador at Constant inople, tha t he feels quite sure that the 

objects of Prince Menchikoff 's mission, "wha tever they may be , do not 

expose to danger the authority of the Sultan, or the integrity of his domin

ions . " A y e ! Lord Clarendon went ou t of his way to accuse their solitary ally 30 

in Eu rope , and stated that their only grounds for now apprehending em

bar rassment in the Eas t , was the position for some t ime occupied by France 

with respec t to the Holy Places . Accordingly Count N e s s e h o d e com

plimented Lord Aberdeen upon the beau rôle (translated in the blue book 

"important role, ") tha t he had played, by having left F rance "isolée. " On 35 

the 1 st of April , Colonel Rose informed this country of the secret convent ion 

which Russia demanded from Turkey. Only ten days after Lord Stratford 

arr ived at Constant inople and confirmed every thing that Colonel Rose had 

stated. After all this , on the 16th of May, L o r d Clarendon wri tes to Sir 

H . S e y m o u r , " tha t the explanations offered by the Empero r of Russ ia ," 40 

explanat ions not contained in the blue books , " h a d enabled them to disre-
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gard, instead of sharing in the apprehensions which the proceedings of Prince 

Menchikoff coupled with the military preparat ions in the south of Russia had 

not unnatural ly produced throughout E u r o p e . " After this Count Nesse l rode 

felt free to announce to Lord Clarendon, on the 20th of June , that they had 

5 occupied the Principalities. In that documen t Coun t Nesse l rode states " tha t 

the Empero r will occupy the Provinces as a deposit until satisfaction; tha t 

in acting as he has done , he has remained faithful to his declarat ions to the 

English Government ; tha t in communicat ing wi th the Cabinet of L o n d o n as 

to the military preparat ions coincident wi th the opening of negotiat ions, he 

10 did not conceal from it tha t the t ime might ye t come when he should be 

obliged to have recourse to them, complimenting the English Government 

on the friendly intentions i t had shown; contrast ing its conduct with that of 

F rance , and laying all the b lame of Pr ince Menchikoff 's subsequent failures 

on Lord Strat ford." After all this , on the 4th of July, L o r d Clarendon writes 

15 a circular, in which he still hopes in the just ice and moderat ion of the 

Emperor , referring to the Empero r ' s repeated declarat ion that he would 

respec t the integrity of the Turkish Empire . On the 28th of July he wri tes 

to Lord Stratford, tha t " F r a n c e and England, i f they set to work in earnest , 

might certainly cripple Russia , bu t Turkey meanwhile might be irretrievably 

20 ruined, and peaceful negotiations are the only course to pu r sue . " W h y ? If 

tha t was a good argument then , i t is a good argument now. Ei ther the 

Government were influenced by a degree of confidence which assumed a 

morbid character of credulity, or they were influenced by connivance . The 

cause of the war had been the conduc t of the negotiations during the last 

25 seven months upon the par t of her Majes ty ' s Government . If they had been 

influenced by credulity, Russia , by her perfidious conduct , may have pre 

cipitated a struggle which, pe rhaps , will be inevitable, and a struggle which 

might secure the independence of Europe , the safety of England, and the 

safety of civilization. If their conduc t had been suggested by connivance , 

30 a t imorous war , a vacillating war , a war wi th no resul ts , or ra ther with the 

exac t results which were originally intended. On the 25th of April Lord 

Clarendon had made the false s ta tement in the House of Lords tha t the 

Menchikoff mission was to arrange disputes wi th respec t to the Holy Places , 

al though he knew the contrary to be t rue . Mr. Disraeli next briefly t raced 

35 the history of the Vienna note to show the ut ter imbecility of the Ministry 

or their connivance with the Cour t of St. Petersburg. He came then to the 

third period, the period of the interval tha t took place be tween the failure 

of the Vienna note and the bat t le of Sinope. At that t ime Mr. Gladstone, the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer , spoke in a public assembly in the mos t depre

co ciating tone with respect to Turkey . And so did the semi-official papers . What 

changed the aspec t and for tunes of Turkey , and gave a new tone to the 
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Cabinet , was the energies of the Turks themselves . But no sooner was the 

batt le of Oltenitza fought than the policy of creduli ty, or the policy of 

connivance , was at its dirty work again. However , the slaughter of Sinope 

opera ted again in the favor of the Turks . The fleets were ordered to enter 

the Black Sea. But wha t did they do? Re tu rn to the Bosphorus ! As to the 5 

future, L o r d John Russell had been very vague in the descript ion of the 

condit ions of their alliance with France . Mr. Disraeli disclaimed confounding 

the maintenance of the balance of power with the maintenance of the present 

territorial distribution of Europe . The future of I taly mainly depended u p o n 

the appreciat ion of that t ruth. 10 

After Mr . Disraeli 's splendid speech, of which I have , of course , only given 

the outl ines, Lord Palmerston rose and made a comple te failure. He repeated 

par t of the speech he had made at the close of the last session, defended in 

a very inconclusive manner the ministerial policy, and was anxiously cau

tious not to drop one word of new information. 15 

On the motion of Sir J . Graham certain votes for the N a v y est imates were 

then agreed to without discussion. 

After all, the mos t curious feature of these agitated debates is, tha t the 

House completely failed in wresting from the Ministers either a formal 

declarat ion of war with Russia, or a description of the objects for which they 20 

are to plunge into war. The House and the public know no more than they 

knew already. They have got no new information at all. 

Karl Marx . 
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Parliamentary Debates of February 22— 
Pozzo di Borgo's Dispatch— 

The Policy of the Western Powers 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4025, 13. März 1854 

London , Fr iday, Feb . 24, 1854. 

A good deal of idle talk about Kossu th ' s "warl ike p repara t ions" and probable 

" m o v e m e n t s " has infested the public press . N o w I happen to know from a 

Polish officer, who is setting out for Constant inople , and consulted the 

5 ex-Governor about the course he should t ake , tha t Kossu th dissuaded him 

from leaving London , and expressed himself by no means favorable to the 

participation of Hungarian and Polish officers in the present Turkish war , 

because they mus t either enlist themselves under the banner of Czar torysky 

or abjure their Christian faith, the one step being contradictory to his policy 

10 and the other to his principles. 

So deep was the impression p roduced by Mr. Disraeli 's master ly exposure 

of the Ministerial policy that the Cabinet of all the talents thought fit to make 

a pos thumous at tempt to burke him in a little comedy arranged be tween 

themselves and Mr. Hume , and performed in Wednesday morning's sitting 

15 of the Commons . Lord Palmers ton had concluded his lame reply to Mr. Dis

raeli 's epigrammatic alternative of a morbid "credul i ty" or a t reacherous 

"conn ivance" by appealing from faction to the impartial judgment of the 

country, and Mr. H u m e was the man chosen to answer in the name of the 

country, just as Snug, the joiner, was chosen to play the lion's part in " T h e 

20 most cruel death of Pyramus and Th i sbe . " Mr. H u m e ' s whole Parl iamentary 

life has been spent in making opposi t ion pleasant , moving amendments , in 

order to withdraw them afterward—constituting, in fact, the so-called inde

pendent opposit ion, the rear-guard of every Whig Ministry, sure of coming 

forward to rescue i t f rom danger whenever its o w n registered part isans may 

25 show any signs of vacillation. He is the great Par l iamentary "ext inguisher" 

par excellence. He is not only the oldest member of Parl iament, bu t an 

independent member ; and not only an independent , bu t a radical; and no t 

only a radical, but the pedantic and notor ious Cerberus of the public purse , 

with the mission of making pounds slip unnot iced by while picking quarrels 

30 about the fractional part of a farthing. For the first t ime in his Parl iamentary 

life, as he himself emphatically stated, Mr . H u m e rose not to condemn, bu t 
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to express his approval of the "Es t ima te s . " This extraordinary event , as he 

did not fail to remark himself, was the mos t incontestable proof that the Mi

nistry had not in vain appealed to the sound judgment of the count ry from the 

unmeri ted slanders of faction, but had received a solemn acquittal from the 

charge of credulity and connivance. His arguments were characterist ic . In 5 

order to rescue the Ministers from the alternative of credulity or connivance, 

he p roved the credulity of the Ministers in their t ransact ions with Russia. 

He had , then, unders tood the t rue sense of L o r d Pa lmers ton ' s appeal . All 

t he Ministry asked for was the discharge from intentional t reason. As to 

credulity, had not that excellent Sir James Graham already declared that "a 10 

generous mind is slow to suspec t?" Because the impending war was brought 

about by the Ministry 's own diplomatic mismanagement , certainly i t was a 

war of their own, and they, therefore, were , of all men, as Mr. H u m e thought , 

the very m e n to car ry i t curiningly. The relative lit t leness of the proposed 

war es t imates w a s , in Mr . H u m e ' s opinion, the m o s t convincing proof of the 15 

greatness of the war intended. L o r d Palmers ton, of course , thanked 

Mr. H u m e for the sentence Mr. H u m e had pronounced in the name of the 

count ry , and, in compensat ion, favored his audience wi th his o w n doctrine 

of state papers , which papers , according to him, must never be laid before 

the H o u s e and the country , until mat ters are sufficiently embroiled to deprive 20 

their publication of any use whatever . Such was all t he after-wit the coalition 

had to dispose of after due deliberation. Lord Palmerston, their manager , 

had not only to weaken the impression of their antagonist ' s speech, bu t to 

annihilate also his own theatrical appeal from the House to the country . 

On Tuesday night, Mr. Horsfall , the Member for Liverpool , asked the 25 

quest ion: "Whethe r the treaties with foreign nat ions or the steps which her 

Majesty 's Government were prepared to take in the event of war were such 

as would effectually prevent privateers being fitted out in neutral por ts to 

interfere with British shipping?" The answer given by L o r d Palmers ton was : 

" T h a t the honorable gentleman and the House must feel tha t this was a 30 

quest ion to which, in the present state of things, no explanatory answer could 

be given." In quoting this answer of its master , The Morning Post, Palmer

s ton 's private Moniteur, r emarks : "The noble lord could have given no other 

answer (whatever knowledge the Government m a y possess on the subject) 

wi thout entering upon the discussion of a mos t delicate and difficult topic , 35 

which may , a t the present moment , form the subject of negotiat ions, and 

which, to be brought to a satisfactory issue, should be left to the spontaneous 

sense of just ice of those powers w h o have no desire to revive in this civilized 

age a sys tem of legalized p i racy ." 

On the one hand, the Palmers ton organ declares the "difficult t op i c " to 40 

form the subject of pending negotiat ions, and on the other , the necessi ty of 
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leaving it to the " spon taneous sense of ju s t i ce" of the interested powers . If 

the much boasted t reaty of neutrali ty with Denmark and Sweden was not 

dictated by the St. Petersburg Cabinet , i t mus t , of course , have forbidden 

privateers being fitted out in their por t s ; but , in fact, the whole quest ion can 

5 only be unders tood to refer to the Uni ted States of America , as the Baltic 

is to be occupied by English line-of-battle ships, and Holland, Belgium, 

Spain, Portugal , and the Italian por ts on the Medi terranean, are completely 

in the hands of England and France . N o w , what is in the opinion of the 

St. Petersburg Cabinet as to the par t to be performed by the Uni ted States 

10 in the case the Turkish war should lead to a war be tween England and Russ ia? 

We may answer this ques t ion authentically from a dispatch addressed by 

Pozzo di Borgo to Count Nesse l rode in the au tumn of 1825. At that t ime 

Russia had resolved upon invading Turkey . As now she proposed to begin 

by a pacific occupat ion of the Principalities. " I n supposing the adopt ion of 

15 this p lan ," says Pozzo di Borgo, " i t would be requisite to enter into ex

planations with the Por te in the mos t measured t e rms , and to assure i t tha t 

if i t did no t wish to precipitate itself into a war , t he Empero r was willing to 

terminate these differences by concil iat ion." After having enumera ted all t he 

steps they would be obliged to take , Pozzo di Borgo cont inues as fol lows: 

20 "It would be advisable to communicate all these acts to the United States 
of America as an evidence of the regard of the Imperial Cabinet, and of the 
importance which it attaches to enlightening its opinion and even obtaining 
its suffrage. " I n case of England 's siding wi th Turkey and undertaking a war 

with Russia, Pozzo di Borgo remarks that , " in blockading our por ts they 

25 (England) would exercise their pretended maritime rights in respect to 

neutrals. This the United States would not suffer! thence would arìse bitter 
dissensions and dangerous situations." 

N o w , as the Russian historian Karamsin just ly remarks that "nothing 

changes in our (Russian) external pol icy," we are justified in presuming tha t , 

30 at the present moment , and perhaps as long ago as February , 1853, Russ ia 

has "communica ted all her ac ts to the Uni ted S ta t e s , " and done her bes t to 

cajole the Washington Cabinet into at least a neutral at t i tude. At the same 

t ime, in the case of a war with England, she bases her hopes upon eventual 

quarrels about the "mari t ime rights of the neu t ra l s" producing "bi t ter dis-

35 sensions and dangerous s i tuat ions," and involving the Uni ted States in a 

more or less avowed alliance wi th St. Pe tersburg . 

As I am quoting the mos t celebrated of Pozzo di Borgo 's dispatches , I m a y 

as well cite the passage respect ing Austr ia , t he contents of which have 

certainly lost nothing of their actuality by the events that have passed since 

40 1825, in Galicia, I taly, and Hungary . 

"Our pol icy," says Pozzo , " commands that we shall show ourselves to this 
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State under a terrible aspect , and by our preparat ions to persuade it that , if 

it makes movements against u s , the fiercest of storms that it has yet to bear, 

will burst upon its head. Ei ther Prince Metternich will declare to the Turks 

that our entry into the Principalities is a resolution that they themselves have 

provoked, or he will throw himself on other provinces of the Ottoman Empire 5 

more to his convenience. In the first case we will be agreed, in the second 

we will become so. The only chance that we have to run is that of an open 

declarat ion against us . If Prince Metternich is wise he will avoid war ; if he 

is violent, he will be punished. With a ministry placed in a situation such as 

his , a cabinet such as ours , will find in events a thousand ways of terminating 10 

differences." 

Lord John ' s s tump-oratory, the beating of big d rums about English honor , 

the show of great moral indignation at Russ ian perfidy, the vision of Eng

land 's floating bat ter ies defiling along the walls of Sevastopol and Cronstadt , 

the tumult of a rms and the ostentat ious embarkat ion of t roops , all these 15 

dramat ic incidents quite bewilder the public unders tanding, and raise a mist 

before its eyes , which allowed i t to see nothing save its own delusions. Can 

there exist a greater delusion than believing this Ministry, after the revela

t ions made by the blue books , to have been all a t once t ransformed not only 

into a warlike Ministry, bu t into a Ministry that could under take any war 20 

against Russia except a simulated one , or one carr ied on in the very interest 

of the enemy against whom it is ostensibly directed? L e t us look at the 

c i rcumstances under which the warlike preparat ions are made. 

No formal declarat ion of war is made against Russia. The very object of 

the war the Ministry is no t able to avow. Troops a re embarked without the 25 

place of their destination being distinctly described. The est imates asked for 

are too small for a great war and too great for a small one . The coalition, 

who have grown notorious for ingenuity displayed in hatching pretexts for 

not keeping their most solemn promises and reasons for delaying the most 

urgent reforms, all at once feel themselves bound by overscrupulous adher- 30 

enee to pledges rashly given to complicate this momentous crisis by surpris

ing the country with a new reform bill, deemed inoppor tune by the mos t 

a rdent reformers , imposed by no pressure from without , and received on all 

sides wi th the u tmost indifference and suspicion. W h a t then can be their plan 

but to divert public at tention from their external policy by getting up a subject 35 

of overwhelming domest ic interest? 

Transparen t efforts are now made to misguide the public as to the situation 

of England in respect to foreign States . No binding t rea ty has ye t been 

concluded with F rance , but a substi tute has been provided by "no tes ex

changed ." N o w , such notes were exchanged in 1839, with the cabinet of 40 

Louis Philippe, by virtue of which the allied fleets were to enter the Darda-
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nelles, and to arrest the intervention of Russ ia in the affairs of the Eas t , either 

singly or collectively wi th o ther powers , and we all know wha t came out of 

the notes exchanged then—a Holy Alliance against France and the Trea ty 

of the Dardanelles. The sincerity and the earnes tness of the Anglo-French 

5 alliance may be inferred from a Parl iamentary incident in yes terday ' s sitting 

of the Commons . Bonapar te , as you have seen in the Moniteur, threa tens 

the Greek insurrectionists, and has sent a similar remonst rance to the 

Government of King Otho . Sir J . Walsh having interrogated the Ministry on 

this point, Lord John Russell declared that " h e was aware of no unders tand-

10 ing be tween the F rench and English Governments in the matter alluded to , 

and had not been able to see the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the subject. 

His impression was , however , tha t no such remons t rance had been sent by 

the Government of France , and certainly not with the consent of, or in 

concer t with, the Government of this count ry . " 

15 If the British Government intend a real war with Russ ia w h y do they 

anxiously eschew the international forms of declaring war? If they intend 

a real alliance with France , w h y do they studiously shun the legalized forms 

of international alliances? As to the German powers , Sir James Graham 

declares that they have entered an alliance wi th England, and Lord John 

20 Russell on the same evening contradicts him, stating that the relations with 

those powers are in fact the same as at the beginning of the Eas te rn com

plication. According to the very s ta tement of the ministers, they are just n o w 

about coming to te rms with Turkey and proposing a t reaty wi th her. They are 

embarking t roops , with a view to occupying Constant inople, without having 

25 beforehand concluded a t reaty wi th Turkey . We are , then, not to be surprised 

at learning from a Constant inople letter tha t a secret agent of the Porte has 

been sent from Vienna to St. Petersburg to propose to the Czar a private 

sett lement. " I t would be rat ional ," says the correspondent , " tha t the Turks , 

after discovering the t reachery and folly of their p re tended friends should 

30 seek to avenge themselves by contract ing an alliance with a wise enemy. T h e 

terms of sett lement, the former are endeavoring to settle on Turkey , are ten 

t imes more ruinous than the Menchikoff c la ims." 

The prospect of what the embarked t roops a re intended to do, a t least in 

the opinion of the English Ministry, may be just ly inferred from what the 

35 united squadrons have done and are doing at the present moment . Twenty 

days after having entered the Black Sea they re turn to the Bosphorus . A few 

days previous, we are informed, " the Ministers of the Por te , out of deference 

for the remonst rances of the British Embassador , had to put in prison the 

editor of the Greek journal , The Telegraph of the Bosphorus, for having said 

40 in his paper that bo th the English and F rench fleets would shortly re turn from 

the Euxine to the Bosphorus . The Edi tor of the Journal of Constantinople 
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was authorized to declare that bo th f lee ts were to cont inue their stay in the 

E u x i n e . " In order to show his deference for the intimation received from 

the British and French Admirals , t he Russian Admiral , on the 19th ult., sent 

ou t two s teamers to bombard the Turks a t Shefketil, and Russian s teamers 

cruise in sight of Trebizond, while no vessels belonging to the uni ted squad- 5 

rons are in the Black Sea, except an English and a F rench s teamer, off 

Sevastopol ; Sinope, then, and the bombardment of Shefketil by Russian 

s teamers , are the only feats the united squadrons have to boas t of. The 

quarrel be tween the Embassadors and the Admirals all relat ions be tween 

w h o m have come to a dead stand—Lord Stratford de Redcliffe refusing to 10 

receive Admiral Dundas and Baraguay d'Hilliers excluding from a state ball 

the F rench Admiral and his officers—this quarrel is of minor importance , as 

the diplomatic triflers being compromised by the publication of their dis

pa tches at L o n d o n and Paris , may strive to rescue , at any risk of ships and 

c rews , their lost reputat ion. 15 

But the serious side of the quest ion is, tha t the public instructions given 

to the Embassadors were countermanded by a set of secret instructions 

forwarded to the Admirals , and that the latter are really incapable of execut

ing instructions which are self-contradictory—and how could they be other

wise , no declaration of war having preceded them? On the one hand they 20 

are ordered to at tack Russian ships in order to enforce their withdrawal from 

the Euxine to Sevastopol , and on the other , not to swerve from the mere 

defensive. Last ly , if a serious war be intended, how could the British 

Embassador at Constantinople have regarded i t as an important t r iumph to 

have got the leader of the war par ty in the Turkish ministry—Mehemed Ali 25 

Pasha—turned out of his office as War Minister , having him replaced by the 

peace-mongering Riza Pasha, while he intrusted Mehemet Pasha , a creature 

of Reshid Pasha , with the office of Grand Admiral? 

N o w look at another mos t important point. T h e embarkat ion of the British 

and F rench t roops is only proceeded with after the news of a Greek in- 30 

surrection having broken out in Albania, and being spread over Thessaly and 

Macedonia , has reached London and Paris. This insurrect ion was from the 

first anxiously waited for on the par t of the English Cabinet , as is p roved 

by the dispatches of Russell , Clarendon and L o r d Stratford de Redcliffe. I t 

gives them the bes t occasion to interfere be tween the Sultan and his own 35 

Christ ian subjects on the plea of interfering be tween the Russians and the 

Turks . F r o m the moment that the Lat ins interfere wi th the Greeks ( I use this 

word here only in the religious sense) you may be sure of a concer t becoming 

established be tween 11,000,000 inhabitants of E u ro p ean Turkey and the 

Czar , who will then really appear as their religious protector . There exists 40 

no polemical schism be tween the Musulmans and their Greek subjects , but 
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the religious animosity against the Lat ins may be said to form the only 

common bond be tween the different races inhabiting Turkey and professing 

the Greek creed. In this respec t things have no t changed since the period 

w h e n Mohamed II . laid siege to Constant inople , w h e n the Greek Admiral 

5 Lucas Notaras , t he mos t influential man in the Byzant ine Empire , publicly 

declared that he would prefer seeing the Turkish turban t r iumphant in the 

capital ra ther than the Lat in hat , while on the other hand there was a Hungar

ian prophecy afloat tha t the Christ ians would never be for tunate till the 

damned heretical Greeks should be ext irpated and Constant inople des t royed 

10 by the Turks . Any interference, then , on the par t of the Wes te rn Powers , 

be tween the Sultan and his Greek subjects , mus t favor the plans of the Czar . 

A similar result will be brought about should Austr ia , as she did in 1791, 

under take to occupy Servia on the pre tex t of thwart ing the t reasonable 

designs of the Russian par ty in tha t Principality. Le t me add tha t i t is rumored 

15 at L o n d o n that the insurged Epira tes w e r e supported and joined by Greeks 

from the Ionian Is lands, who had no t b e e n checked by the English author

ities, and that the news of the Greek insurrect ion w a s announced by The 

Times, the coalition organ, in Sa turday ' s number , as a most oppor tune 

event . 

20 I , for my part , have no doubt at all that t reachery lurks behind the clamor

ous war preparat ions of the coalition. Bonapar te is of course in good earnes t 

in embarking in the war . He has no alternative left bu t revolution at home 

or war abroad. He cannot any longer cont inue, as he does , to couple the cruel 

despotism of Napoleon I wi th the corrupt peace policy of Louis Philippe. 

25 He must stop sending new ba tches of pr isoners to Cayenne if he dare no t 

simultaneously send F rench armies beyond the frontiers. But the conflict 

be tween the avowed intentions of Bonapar te and the secret plans of the 

coalition can only contr ibute to further embroil mat te rs . Wha t I conclude 

from all this is , not that there will be no war , but , on the contrary, tha t i t will 

30 assume such terrible and revolut ionary dimensions as are not even suspected 

by the little men of the coalition. Their very perfidy is the means of t rans

forming a local conflict into an E u r op ea n conflagration. 

E v e n if the British Ministry were as sincere as they are false, their inter

vent ion could not but accelerate the downfall of the Ot toman Empire . They 

35 cannot interfere wi thout demanding pledges for the Christ ian subjects of the 

Por te , and these pledges they cannot wres t f rom i t wi thout dooming i t to ruin. 

E v e n the Constant inople cor respondent I quoted before , and w h o is an 

avowed Turkophi le , cannot bu t o w n tha t " t h e proposal of the Wes te rn 

Powers to put all t he subjects of the Por te on a perfect footing of civil and 

40 religious equality, will lead at once to anarchy, intest ine warfare , and a final 

and speedy over throw of the empi re . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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English and French War Plans-

Greek Insurrection—Spain—China 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4030, 18. März 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, March 3, 1854. 

In my last letter I mentioned that Sir Charles Napier owed his appointment 

as Commander-in-Chief of the Baltic fleet to his public expression of mistrust 

in the F rench alliance; to his accusing F rance of having bet rayed England 5 

in 1840, while in fact the English Government at tha t t ime conspired with 

Nicholas against Louis Philippe. I ought to have added that the second 

Adrniral in the Black Sea, Sir Edmund Lyons , during his stay in Greece as 

English Minister, showed himself the avowed enemy of F rance , and was 

r emoved from tha t office on the representat ions of Lord Stratford de Red- 10 

cliff e. Thus in the ministerial appointments the greatest possible care is taken 

to insure a c rop of misintelligence, not only be tween the F rench and English 

commanders , but also be tween the Admirals and the English Embassador a t 

Constant inople. 

These facts are not denied and certainly no t refuted by Bonapar te ' s con- 15 

gratulating himself, in the opening speech he addressed to his own repre

sentat ives, upon his close alliance wi th England. The entente cordiale is 

certainly somewhat older than the restorat ion of the Imperial et iquette. The 

mos t remarkable passage in Bonapar te ' s speech is neither this reminiscence 

from Louis Philippe's harangues , nor his denunciat ion of the Czar ' s ambi- 20 

t ious plans , bu t ra ther his proclaiming liimself the pro tec tor of Germany , and 

especially of Austr ia, against the foe from without and the enemy from 

within. 

The ratifications of the t reaty entered into by the Porte with the Weste rn 

Powers , containing the clause that i t was not to conclude peace with Russia 25 

wi thout their concurrence , had hardly been exchanged at Constant inople on 

the 5th inst., when negotiations relative to the future posit ion of the Chris

tians in Turkey were also opened be tween the representa t ives of the four 

Powers and the Por te . The real end aimed at in these negotiations is bet rayed 

in the following passage from Wednesday ' s Times : 30 
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" T h e condition of several par ts of the Turkish Empi re which have already 

obtained by firmans and treaties the complete internal administrat ion of their 

affairs, while they cont inue to recognize the sovereignty of the Por te , is a 

precedent which may be extended wi thout prejudice to either side, and which 

5 would perhaps afford the bes t means of providing for the Provinces in their 

present s ta te ." 

In other words the Coalition Cabinet in tends securing the integrity of the 

Turkish Empire in Eu rope by the t ransformat ion of Bosnia, Croatia, Herze 

gowina, Bulgaria, Albania, Rumelia and Thessa ly into so many Danubian 

10 Principalities. The acceptance on the par t of the Por te of these condit ions 

mus t infallibly lead, if the Turkish armies p rove victorious, to a civil war 

among the Turks themselves . 

I t is now ascertained that the discovery of the conspiracy at Widdin only 

has tened the Greek explosion, which at Buchares t was considered as an 

15 accomplished fact before it had b roken out . The Pasha of Scutari is con

centrat ing all his t roops with a view to prevent the Montenegrins from joining 

the insurgent Greeks . 

The Anglo-French expedit ion may be set down, as far as the present 

intentions of the British Government go, as another piece of humbug. The 

20 landing places are fixed for the F rench , at Rodos to , for the British at E n o s . 

This latter t own lies on a small peninsula at the ent rance of a marshy bay , 

at the rear of which the extensive marshes of the valley of the Mari tza, will 

no doubt greatly contr ibute to the salubrity of the camp. It lies outside not 

only of the Bosphorus , but of the Dardanel les also, and the t roops , in order 

25 to get to the Black Sea, would have either to r eëmbark and enjoy 250 miles 

round-about sail against the currents of the Straits, or to march through a 

roadless country for the distance of 160 miles, a march which no doubt could 

be completed in a fortnight. The F rench are at Rodos to , at least on the sea 

of Marmora , and only a week ' s march from Constant inople. 

30 But wha t are the t roops to do in this inexplicable posit ion? Why , they are 

either to march upon Adrianople, there to cover the capital, or in the wors t 

case , to unite at the neck of the Thracian Chersonesus , to defend the Darda

nelles. So says The Times, " b y author i ty ," and even quotes Marshal Mar

mont ' s strategic observat ions in suppor t of the wisdom of the plan. 

35 One hundred thousand F rench and English t roops to defend a capital 

which is not menaced, which cannot possibly be menaced for the next 

twelvemonth! Why , they might as well have s topped at home . 

This plan, if i t is to be carried out , is decidedly the wors t tha t can be 

devised. I t is based upon the very wors t sort of defensive warfare , viz: tha t 

40 which seeks strength in absolute inactivity. Supposing the expedit ion was 

to be of a mainly defensive character , i t is evident that this object would be 
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bes t obtained by enabling the Turks , based upon such a reserve , to pass into 

the offensive, or else, by taking up a posit ion in which a casual and partial 

offensive, where opportunit ies offer, could be taken. But a t E n o s and 

Rodos to the F rench and British t roops are entirely useless . 

The wors t of it is , tha t an army of 100,000 men , with plenty of s team 5 

t ranspor t s , and supported by a fleet of twenty sail of the line, is in itself a 

force competent to take the most decided offensive act ion in any par t of the 

Black Sea. Such a force must either take the Cr imea and Sevastopol , Odessa 

and Cherson, close the Sea of Azof, dest roy the Russian forts on the Cauca

sian coas ts , and bring the Russian fleet safe into the Bosphorus , or it has 10 

no idea of its strength and its duty as an active a rmy. It is affirmed on the 

par t of the Ministerial par t isans, tha t when the 100,000 men are once con

centra ted in Turkey, such operat ions may be under taken , and that the landing 

of the first divisions at E n o s and Rodosto is merely contr ived to deceive the 

enemy. But even in this case it is an unnecessary loss of t ime and expense 15 

not to land the t roops a t once on some point on the Black Sea. The enemy 

cannot be misled. As soon as the Emperor Nicholas hears of this pompously 

announced expedit ion of 100,000 men, he is bound to send every soldier he 

can spare to Sevastopol , Kaffa, Perekop and Yenikale . You cannot first 

frighten your enemy by enormous a rmaments , and t hen t ry to make him 20 

believe that they are not intended to do any harm. The tr ick would be too 

shallow; and if i t is expected to mislead the Russians by such paltry pre texts , 

British diplomacy has made another egregious blunder . 

I , therefore , believe that those who have planned the expedit ion intend 

betraying the Sultan directly, and, on the plea of frightening Russia as much 25 

as possible, will take good care to do her by all means the least possible 

harm. 

England and France occupying Constant inople and par t of Rumelia; 

Aust r ia occupying Servia, and perhaps Bosnia and Montenegro , and Russia 

being allowed to reënforce herself in Moldo-Wallachia,—this looks like an 30 

eventual partit ion of Turkey in Europe rather than anything else. Turkey is 

placed in worse ci rcumstances than in 1772, w h e n the King of Prussia, in 

order to induce the Empress Catherine to retire from the Danubian Princi

palities, the occupat ion of which threa tened to lead to a European conflict, 

p roposed the first partit ion of Poland, which was to defray the expenses of 35 

the Russo-Turkish war. Be i t r emembered that , a t tha t t ime, the Porte origi

nally rushed into the war with Catherine with the v iew of defending Poland 

from Prussian aggression, and that , at the end, Poland was sacrificed at the 

shrine of the " independence and integri ty" of the Ot toman Empire . 

The t reacherous policy of procrast inat ion pursued by the Coalition Cabi- 40 

net, has given the Muscovite emissaries the opportuni ty for planning and 
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matur ing the Greek insurrect ion, so anxiously expected by Lord Clarendon. 

The insurrection had commenced on the 28th January and according to the 

last dispatches from Vienna assumed more threatening dimensions on the 

13th inst. The districts of Acarnania and Aetolia, and circles of I lussa and 

5 Delonia are said to be in a state of revolt . An insurrect ion is stated to have 

broken out at Egrippo the capital of Euböa , equal in gravity to that in Albania. 

The fact of the towns of Ar ta and Janina being quit ted by the Turks and 

occupied by the Greeks is of smaller impor tance , as the domineering citadels 

remain in the hands of Ot toman t roops and as we know, from the numerous 

1 o wars carried on be tween the Christ ians and the Turks in Albania that the final 

possession of these towns depended always on the possess ion of the citadels. 

The Gulfs of Contessa and Salónica and the coas ts of Albania will be declared 

in a state of siege. I stated in my last letter that one of the results of the Greek 

insurrect ion the most to be apprehended on the par t of the Por te , would be 

15 the opportuni ty it afforded the Wes te rn Powers for interfering be tween the 

Sultan and his subjects , instead of fighting the Russians , and thus driving 

the Greek Christ ians into alliance with the Czar . H o w eager these Powers 

are to grasp at this opportuni ty may be inferred from the fact of the same 

post bringing the news of the Por te having accepted the convent ion proposed 

20 by England and France , and of the F rench and English Embassadors 

having sent two s teamers to the assis tance of the Turks , while the British 

minister at Athens had informed the Cabinet of King Ot to that England would 

interfere in the insurged districts. The immediate resul t of the insurrect ion, 

f rom a military point of view, is clearly described by the Vienna cor-

25 respondent of to-day 's Times, as fol lows: 

"During the last few days a certain discouragement has been observable 

in headquar ters a t Widdin, the reënf o rcements which had been announced 

having received counter orders and being on their w a y to the south-western 

districts of Turkey. The news of the insurrect ion of the Christians in Epirus 

30 had produced an alarming effect on the Arnau t s and Albanians on the 

Danube , w h o loudly demanded permission to re turn home. The Generals of 

Brigade, Husse in Bey and Soliman Pasha , had lost all their influence over 

their wild t roops , and i t was feared tha t i f an a t tempt was made to detain 

them by force there would be an open mutiny; while if they were permit ted 

35 to re turn , they would ravage the Christ ian districts on their way home . If 

the hostile movement of the Christ ian populat ion in the Wes t should assume 

more formidable dimensions, the wes t wing of the Turkish army would be 

obliged to make a retrograde movement , which would more than counter

balance the check which the Russ ians had received by the entry of the allied 

40 fleets into the Black Sea . " 

These are some of the first results of that policy of procrast inat ion so 
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rhetorically praised by Graham, Russell , Clarendon and Palmers ton in vindi

cat ion of the ministerial management of Eas te rn affairs. As they were in

formed, late on last Fr iday night, tha t the Czar , wi thout having waited for 

the recall of Sir Hamil ton Seymour , from England, had ordered him off, in 

the most abrupt and unceremonious manner , they held two Cabinet Councils , 5 

one on Saturday and the other on Sunday afternoon—the result of their 

consultat ions being to allow the Czar once more a delay of three or four 

weeks , which delay is to be granted under the form of a summons , "calling 

u p o n the Czar to give within six days from the receipt of that communicat ion 

a solemn pledge and engagement that he will cause his t roops to evacuate 10 

the Principalities of the Danube on or before the 30th of Apri l ." 

But mark that this summons is n o i followed with the menace of a declara

tion of war in case of a refusal on the part of the Czar . It may be said, and 

it is said, by The Times, tha t notwithstanding this new delay granted, war 

preparat ions are actively pursued; bu t you will observe that on the one hand 15 

all decisive action of the Porte on the Danube is prevented by the prospec t 

held out of the Weste rn Powers being resolved u p o n directly participating 

in the war—and every day of delay in that quar ter puts the Turks in a worse 

posit ion, as i t allows the Russians to reënforce themselves in the front, and 

the Greek rebels to grow more dangerous in the rear of the Danubian a rmy; 20 

while, on the other hand, the embarkat ion of t roops for E n o s and Rodos to 

may embarrass the Sultan bu t will certainly not stop the Russ ians . 

It has been settled that the British expedit ionary force shall consist of 

about 30,000 and the French of about 80,000 men. Should i t happen to appear , 

in the course of .events , that Austr ia, while apparent ly joining the Wes te rn 25 

Powers , only proposed to mask her unders tanding with Russia, Bonapar te 

would have much to regret this mos t injudicious dispersion of his t roops . 

There is another insurrect ion which may be considered as a diversion made 

in favor of Russia—the insurrection in Spain. A n y m o v e m e n t in Spain is sure 

to produce dissension be tween France and England. In 1823, the F rench 30 

intervention in Spain was , as we know from Chateaubr iand ' s "Congress of 

V e r o n a , " instigated by Russia. Tha t the Anglo-French intervention in 1834, 

which finally b roke up the entente cordiale be tween the two states , proceed

ed from the same source, we may infer from Palmers ton having been its 

author . The "Spanish marr iages" prepared the w a y for the downfall of the 35 

Orleans dynasty. At the present moment , a de thronement of the " innocen t " 

Isabella would allow a son of Louis Philippe, the D u k e of Montpensier , to 

bring forward his claims on the throne of Spain; while , on the other hand, 

Bonapar te would be reminded of one of his uncles having once resided at 

Madrid . The Orleans would be supported by the Coburgs , and resisted by 40 

the Bonapar tes . A Spanish insurrection, then , which is far f rom meaning 
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a popular revolution, mus t p rove a mos t powerful agency in dissolving so 

superficial a combinat ion as wha t is t e rmed the Anglo-French alliance. 

A t reaty of alliance is said to have been concluded be tween Russia , Khiva , 

Bokhara and Cabul. 

5 As to Dos t Mahomed , the Ameer of Cabul , i t would be quite natural tha t 

after having proposed in 1838 to England to place forever a feud of blood 

be tween himself and Russia, if the English Government required it, by 

causing the agent dispatched to h im by the Czar to be killed, and being 

renewed in 1839 on the par t of England by the Affghan expedition, by his 

10 expulsion from the throne and by the most cruel and unscrupulous devasta

tion of his country—that Dos t Mahomed should now endeavor to avenge 

himself upon his faithless ally. Howeve r , as the populat ion of Khiva , B o 

khara and Cabul, belong to the o r thodox Musulman faith of the Sunni, while 

the Persians adhere to the schismatic tenets of the Schii, i t is not to be 

15 supposed that they will ally themselves wi th Russia , being the ally of the 

Persians, whom they detest and hate , against England, the ostensible ally of 

the Padishah, whom they regard as the supreme commander of the faithful. 

There is some probability of Russia having an ally in Thibet and the Tar tar 

Empero r of China, if the latter be forced to retire into Manchour ia and to 

20 resign the sceptre of China proper . T h e Chinese rebels , as you know, have 

under taken a regular crusade against Buddhism, destroying its temples and 

slaying its Bonzes . But the religion of the Tar ta rs is Buddhism and Thibet , 

the seat of the great Lama , and recognizing the suzeranité of China, is the 

sanctuary of the Buddhis t faith. Tae-ping-wang, if he succeed in driving the 

25 Mandshu dynasty out of China, will, therefore , have to enter a religious war 

with the Buddhis t powers of Tar tary . N o w , as on bo th sides of the Himalayas 

Buddhism is confessed and as England cannot bu t support the new Chinese 

dynasty, the Czar is sure to side wi th the Tar tar t r ibes , put them in motion 

against England and awake religious revolts in Nepaul itself. By the last 

30 Oriental mails we are informed that " the Empero r of China, in anticipation 

of the loss of Pekin, had directed the Governors of the various provinces 

to send the Imperial revenue to Getol, their old family seat and present 

summer residence in Manchour ia , about 80 miles north-east of the Grea t 

Wall ." The great religious war be tween the Chinese and the Tar tars , which 

35 will spread over the Indian frontiers , may consequent ly be regarded as near 

at hand. 

Karl Marx. 
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Austrian Bankruptcy 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4033, 22. März 1854 

Austrian Bankruptcy. 

Notwiths tanding the imminence of war and their pressing needs , the F rench 

and the Austr ian Governments have not ye t succeeded in strengthening the 

nervus belli, namely, the money-power . Notwi ths tanding the Lucullian 

magnificence displayed in the dinners given by the F rench Minister of Fi- 5 

nance to the Receivers-General , the Crédit Mobilier, and the principal bank

ers of Paris , those capitalists prove s tubborn and cling to that discreet sort 

of patr iot ism, which, by exacting the greatest possible interest from the State , 

is won t to indemnify its private interests with the public ones . Thus the te rms 

of the proposed French loan of two hundred million francs remains still 10 

unset t led. 

As to Austr ia there can exist no doubt that one of [the] principal mot ives 

which induce her to profess friendly feelings toward the Wes te rn Powers 

is the hope of thus reviving the confidence of moneyed men and getting out 

of her financial difficulties. Indeed, the official gazet te at Vienna had hardly 15 

ut tered a few words about Austr ian neutrali ty and good unders tanding wi th 

F rance , when i t surprised the public with the announcement of an intended 

sale of a considerable port ion of the six million acres of Crown L a n d s , and 

with a financial rescript , dated F e b . 23, 1854, to the effect that the whole of 

the State paper money , 150,000,000 florins, now in circulation, and of com- 20 

pulsory currency, was to be t ransferred to the Nat ional Bank, and suc

cessively conver ted into bank notes , at the expirat ion of which change all 

t he paper issued by the t reasury will be wi thdrawn f rom circulation, and no 

more State paper money of a forced currency be issued. In making this 

change the Imperial Government is guarantee to the Bank for the paper 25 

money transferred to it, and pledges itself to indemnify i t for the expenses 

connec ted with tha t convers ion; to pay, in ext inct ion of the debt thus created, 

a yearly installment of at least 10,000,000 florins; to mortgage the cus toms ' 

r evenue as security for the regular payment of these instal lments , and to pay 
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the bank in specie in propor t ion as those duties are received. At the same 

t ime the Government is bound to do its bes t to enable the Bank to fulfill i ts 

obligations and resume specie paymen t s . Meanwhi le , in order to give the 

holders of bank notes the means of changing their no tes at pleasure into a 

5 debt bearing interest , payable in specie, the Bank under takes to issue bonds 

bearing interest , to be in all respects on the same footing as State bonds or 

obligations. The Government will also call in w h a t are known as Redempt ion 

notes and Anticipation no tes , and put t h e m entirely out of circulation. 

The conversion of State paper of a forced course into inconvertible bank 

10 notes will not reduce the amount nor ameliorate the quality, bu t only simplify 

the denominat ions of the paper money issued. As the State is in the posses

sion of the same means which i t grants the Bank for the redempt ion of the 

paper money , i t would itself have m a d e use of them if not fully aware that 

the want of confidence in itself was such as not to allow credit to be res tored 

15 save by the help of a Bank, which is not the proper ty of the State . Thus the 

dependence of the Empero r on the J ews of the Vienna Bank grows at the 

same pace as the military character of his Government . In January 1852, he 

mortgaged to them the sal t-works of Gmunden , Aussee and Hallein. In 

February 1854, they obtain a lien on the cus toms ' r evenue of the whole 

20 monarchy. Step by step the Bank becomes the real and the Government 

merely the nominal owner of the Empi re . T h e more Austr ia has resisted the 

demands of participation in political power on the par t of the middle classes, 

the more she is forced to undergo the unmitigated despot ism of one fraction 

of those classes—the money lenders . 

25 The decree , of which we have above given the substance, disguises an 

a t tempt at a new loan under the form of aid t endered to the holders of 

b a n k notes , in changing them into a debt bear ing interest ; t he latter to be paid 

in specie. In 1852 the Government also pledged itself to mee t in specie various 

minor payments and obligations, bu t as i t received the taxes only in State 

30 paper money or in bank notes the Administrat ion was forced to cont rac t a 

loan of thirty-five million florins at L o n d o n and Frankfor t . The new loans , 

of course , augment the old deficits and t h e augmented deficits lead to new 

issues of paper money, the superabundance and consequent depreciat ion of 

which they were in tended to prevent . The b road distinction d rawn on the 

35 par t of the Government be tween payment s in specie and payments in b a n k 

notes is as good a means of rescuing the notes from their discredit as the 

augmentat ion of the circulating medium of the bank by 150 millions is a 

means of enabling i t to fulfill its engagements and resume cash payments . 

The Government will pay the bank in specie in propor t ion as the cus toms 

40 duties are paid in the same, bu t i t is well k n o w n tha t no t only the Austr ian 

peasants bu t even the citizens in the larger towns are as fond of hoarding 
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as the Chinese and the Indians; that in 1850 sums were hoarded even in 

copper , and that in 1854 they are paying all taxes in paper , al though it is only 

accepted with a discount of full seventeen per cent. 

Those conversant with the pas t history of the Austr ian Exchequer will fail 

in discovering any novelty either in respect to the promises held out in the 5 

new decree , or the financial devices resorted to . The first issue of Austr ian 

paper money took place under the Empress Maria Theresa , toward the end 

of the Seven Yea r s ' War. It consists originally of Bank bills exchangeable 

by the State authorities for silver. In 1797, in consequence of the pecuniary 

difficulties of the Government in the wars against F rance , the convertibility 10 

into silver was abolished. The first issue under the E m p r e s s Maria Theresa 

having amounted to twelve million florins, the total sum of Bank bills issued 

in 1809, amounted to 1,060,793,653 florins, their reduct ion in value having at 

the same time reached its maximum. On the 20th of February , 1811, the 

Government published a patent by which the Bank bills were altogether 15 

wi thdrawn from circulation and redeemed, (hence the name Redempt ion 

notes) at the rate of 20 for 100 for a new paper called Wiener Währung. The 

Government declared this to be the real money of the count ry , and promised 

that this new paper should never be increased beyond the amount necessary 

for exchanging the Bank bills. In May 1811 the Wiener Währung was already 20 

at a discount of 8 per cent. , and Anticipation notes were issued, so called 

because the proceeds of a par t of the taxes for twelve years were anticipated 

by them. The first issue of Anticipation notes really amounted to only forty-

five million florins, and for their redemption within twelve years an annual 

sum of 3,750,000 florins was destined to be t aken from the land taxes . 25 

But in consequence of the war , new issues of Anticipation notes quietly 

followed each other, each new issue being a t tended by a reduct ion of their 

value. In 1815 the premium for silver reached the hight of 400 per cent, against 

the Wiener Währung. On the first of June , 1816, an imperial patent appeared 

declaring that the State would in future never again have recourse to an 30 

inconvert ible paper currency; that the paper money in circulation should be 

gradually wi thdrawn and specie be res tored as the s tandard medium of 

circulation. In order to fulfill these promises , the privileged National Bank 

was const i tuted definitively, January 18th, 1818, the State having made an 

ar rangement with the Bank by which it pledged itself to r edeem the incon- 35 

vertible paper money. As late as June , 1852, however , we find again the 

F inance Minister announcing in the official gazet te that , in future, com

pulsory loans, extraordinary taxation, depreciat ion of the value of money , 

would be absolutely excluded; if not exactly at present , ye t in future, Aus

trian paper would be converted into coin wi thout loss , and that the loan now 40 

contempla ted would be applied to wi thdraw the state paper money and for 
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the payment of the state debts to the Bank. There can be no bet ter proof 

of the hollowness of such promises than their periodical occurrence . 

At the t ime of Maria Theresa the Austr ian Government was powerful 

enough to issue its own bank bills, exchangeable for specie, and even at a 

5 premium over silver. In 1818 the Sta te , in order to redeem its paper money , 

was obliged to recur to the establ ishment of a privileged bank, the proper ty 

of private capitalists, who received advantages very burdensome to the Sta te , 

but who were pledged to the issue of convert ible notes . In 1854 the Govern

ment appeals to the help of a bank, whose own paper has become as depre-

10 ciated and inconvertible as that of the State itself. 

Although from 1815 to 1846 Austr ia enjoyed a period of almost un

interrupted peace and internal tranquili ty, the first shock after that long 

period found her altogether unprepared . The insurrect ion at Cracow, and the 

disturbances in Galicia, at t he end of February , 1846, augmented the public 

15 expendi tures by more than 10,000,000 compared with 1845. The army ex

penses were the principal cause of this increased outlay. They amounted to 

50,624,120 florins, in 1845, but in 1846 rose 7,000,000 more , while the ad

ministrative expenses of the Provinces rose 2,000,000. In 1847 the com

mercial crisis and the bad harvest p roduced a great diminution in the excise 

20 revenue , while the army rose to 64,000,000, chiefly in consequence of t roub

les in Italy. The deficit of that year was 7,000,000. In 1848-49 the revenue of 

whole provinces was lost, besides the war expenses in Italy and Hungary . 

In 1848 the deficit was 45,000,000florins and in 1849,121,000,000. State paper 

of compulsory currency, to the sum of 76,000,000, Three-per-Cents , was 

25 issued in 1849. Long before this, the Bank had s topped specie payments , and 

its issues were declared by the Government to be inconvertible. In 1850 there 

was a deficit of 54,000,000, and the chances of a war wi th Prussia brought 

down the paper money to a discount of 60 per cent . The total amount of State 

paper money issued in the years 1849, '50, and '51 was 219,000,000. In 1852 

30 the deficit was 8,000,000 more than in '48, and 46,000,000 more than in '47. 

In 1851 the war budget was 126,000,000, fully double w h a t i t was in '47. In 

'52 the police expenses were 9,000,000, fourfold greater than those of '48. 

Both police and war expenses also increased in 1853. 

The real question, however , is not how Austr ia got into her financial 

35 cul-de-sac, bu t how, when thus immersed in b a n k paper and debt she has 

avoided open bankruptcy. In 1850 her r evenue amounted to one hundred 

arid ninety-six millions [, s e v e n t y - f o u r mi l l ions] more than in 1848; and to 

forty-two millions more than in 1849. In 1851 the receipts were two hun

dred and nineteen millions[, twenty- three millions] over those of 1850. In 

40 1852 they reached two hundred and twenty-six millions, an increase of six 

millions over those of 1851. Thus there has been a continual increase of 
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revenue although not in the same propor t ion in 1852 as in 1851, and in 1851 

not in the same proport ion as in 1850. 

Whence this increase of revenue? Putt ing aside the extraordinary receipts 

f rom the Sardinian war indemnity and the Lombardo-Venet ian con

fiscations, the transformation of the Austr ian peasan t into a landholder has 5 

of course increased the tax-paying power of the count ry and the revenue 

derived from the land tax. At the same t ime the abolition of the patrimonial 

cour t s brought the income, which the ar is tocracy had formerly enjoyed from 

their private administration of just ice, into the coffers of the State , and this 

b ranch of revenue has been constantly increasing since 1849. Then a con- 10 

siderable increase arose from the income-tax, introduced by the pa tent of 

October 29, 1849. This t ax has proved particularly product ive in the Italian 

provinces of Austria. In 1852, for ins tance, the increase of the income-tax 

in the German and Slavonic provinces, together amounted to six hundred 

and one thousand florins, while in the Italian provinces alone it was six 15 

hundred and thirty-nine. The principal cause , however , which has saved the 

Austr ian Empire from a formal bankruptcy , is the subjugation of Hungary 

and her assimilation with the other provinces in respec t to taxation. 

The basis of the whole Austr ian system of taxat ion may be said to be the 

land-tax. On the 1st April 1812, appeared an imperial patent , in which the 20 

Empero r Francis announced his resolution to establish uniformity in the 

land-tax sys tem all over his German, Slavonic and Italian provinces. In one 

paragraph of this patent i t is ordered that no exempt ions from the land-tax 

should in future " b e made according to the personal quality of the possessors 

of es ta tes or houses , " and as a whole this view was acted upon. In the 25 

Archduchy of Austria, the new survey was introduced in 1834, and this was 

the first heredi tary domain in which the new system was brought into opera

t ion. Aust r ian-Lombardy possessed an excellent survey from the t ime of 

Charles VI , the Censimento Milanese. Hungary and Transylvania , however , 

by no means contr ibuted to the land-tax and other t axes , in the same degree 30 

with the other provinces of the Empire . According to the Hungarian Con

stitution, the Hungarian possessors of by far the greatest par t of all the land, 

were subject to no kind of direct tax, and even several of the indirect taxes 

imposed upon the other provinces, pressed neither u p o n Hungary nor upon 

Transylvania . The population of Hungary, Transylvania and the Military 35 

Front ier , together amounted, in 1846, to 14,541,958; those of the other 

provinces of the Monarchy, to 22,901,675, so that the former should have 

contr ibuted seven-eighteenths of the whole revenue . But Hungary and 

Transylvania in 1846 only contributed twenty- three millions, which, as the 

whole revenue in that year amounted to one hundred and sixty-f our millions 40 

was only somewhat less than one-seventh of the revenue . The Hungarian 
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provinces occupy 5,855 of the 12,123 German square miles, which form the 

area of the Austr ian Monarchy , consequent ly one-half of its superficial 

extent . 

The Emperor Joseph II , whose great aim was the centralization and com-

5 plete Germanizat ion of t h e Austr ian Monarchy , had arbitrarily introduced 

innovations in Hungary intended to place her on the same footing with the 

other Provinces. But this p roduced such an effect on the public mind in tha t 

country that Joseph II , at the close of his life feared that the Hungar ians 

would rebel as the Nether lands had done. The Emperor s Leopold I I , F ran-

10 eis I, and Ferdinand I, did not dare to repea t the hazardous experiment . This 

cause—the impediments to an equalization of taxes existing in the Hungar ian 

Constitution—ceased to work after the Hungar ian revolution was quelled by 

Russ ian assistance. The Empero r Franc is Joseph having never sworn to the 

Hungarian Consti tut ion, and being m a d e Empero r in the place of Ferdinand 

15 because he had never sworn to it, a t once in t roduced the land-tax on the same 

footing with the o ther crown-lands. Besides , by the abolition of the frontier 

of Hungary on the 1st of October , 1850, the Austr ian Monarchy came to form 

one single terri tory with respect to cus toms as well as taxes . The Excise and 

the tobacco monopoly were also in t roduced there on March 1, 1851. T h e 

20 increase of the direct taxes alone in the Hungar ian Provinces amounted to 

11,500,000 florins in 1851, and to about 8,000,000 florins in 1852. 

We arrive then at the irrefragable conclusion, that on the possession of 

Hungary and Lombardy depends no t only the political bu t the economical 

existence of the Austr ian Empire , and that with their loss the long-delayed 

25 bankruptcy of that State becomes inevitable. 
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Opening of the Labour Parliament-

English War Budget 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4035, 24. März 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , March 7, 1854. 

The delegates to the Labor Parl iament met yes terday at the People ' s In

stitution, Manchester , at 10 o 'clock in the forenoon. The first sitting was , 

of course , applied to preliminary business. It was moved by James Williams 5 

of Stockport , seconded by James Bligh of London , and supported by Ernes t 

Jones , tha t Dr. Marx be invited to sit as honorary delegate at the Labor 

Parl iament , which motion was carried unanimously. Similar resolutions were 

passed wi th respect to Messrs . Blanc and Nadaud . Whatever may be its 

immediate resul ts , the mere assembling of such a Par l iament marks a new 10 

epoch in the history of labor. The meeting at the Palais du Luxembourg at 

Par is , after the revolut ion of February , might perhaps be considered a pre

cedent in a similar direction, but at first sight there appears this great dif

ference, that the Luxembourg was initiated by the Government , while the 

Labor Parl iament is initiated by the people themselves ; tha t the Luxembourg 15 

was invented with a view to removing the Socialist members of the Provi

sional Government from the center of action and any serious participation 

in the real business of the count ry ; and lastly, tha t the delegates to the 

Luxembourg only consisted of members of the various so-called corps 

d'états, corporat ions more or less corresponding to the medieval guilds and 20 

the present t rades-unions, while the Labor Parl iament is a t rue representat ion 

of all b ranches and divisions of labor on a national scale. The success of the 

Labor Parl iament will principally, if not exclusively, depend on its acting 

upon the principle that i t is not the so-called organization of labor, but the 

organization of the laboring classes they have at p resen t to deal with. 25 

The privileges of the now governing classes, and the slavery of the working 

classes , are equally based on the existing organization of labor, which, of 

course , will be defended and maintained on the par t of the former by all 

means in their hands , one of these means being the present State machinery. 

To alter then, the existing organization of labor, and to supplant it by a new 30 
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one , you want power—social and political power—power not only of resisting, 

but also of at tacking; and to acquire that power you want to organize your

selves as an army possessed of that moral and physical strength which will 

enable i t to mee t the fiendly hos ts . If the Labor Parl iament allows its t ime 

5 to be absorbed by mere theoret ical proposi t ions, instead of preparing the way 

for the actual formation of a national par ty , it will prove a failure as the 

Luxembourg did. 

A new election of the Chart ist Execut ive having taken place, according 

to the statutes of the National Charter Associat ion, Ernes t Jones , James 

10 Finlen, (London) , and John Shaw, (Leeds) , were declared duly elected to 

serve on the Execut ive of the N.C.A. for the next six months . 

As Bonapar te ' s intention of contract ing a l o a n a t the Bourse was frustrated 

by the passive resis tance of the Paris capitalists, his Minister of Finance has 

presented to the Senate a Budget containing the following article: " T h e 

15 Minister of Finance is authorized to c rea te , for the service of the Treasury 

and the negotiations with the Bank of F rance , Treasury bonds , bearing 

interest and payable at fixed periods. The Treasury bonds circulation shall 

not exceed 250,000,000 francs, (£10,000,000;) bu t the bonds delivered to the 

sinking fund are not included within this limit, by virtue of the law of June 10, 

20 1833, nor are the bonds deposi ted as a guarantee at the Bank of F rance and 

the discount es tabl ishments ." In an additional clause i t is provided that " t h e 

Empero r reserves to himself the right of issuing supplementary emissions 

by virtue of mere dec rees , " to be registered afterward by the Senate. I am 

informed by a Paris letter that this proposal has s truck with horror the whole 

25 of the middle classes, as on the one hand the t reasury bonds shall not exceed 

the sum of 250,000,000 and on the o ther exceed that identical sum by what

ever amount the Empero r may th inkf i t to decree , the bonds thus issued being 

not even to be deposed as a guarantee at the Bank of F rance and the other 

discount establ ishments. You k n o w tha t on the like amount t aken from the 

30 Caisses des dépôts et consignations 60,000,000 have been already advanced 

by the b a n k on t reasury bonds . T h e mere appearance of war is eagerly 

grasped a t by the Decembris ts to r emove the last weak barriers yet standing 

be tween themselves and the national t reasury . While this prospect of an 

imminent disorganization of the public credit , already m u c h shaken, per-

35 plexes the middle classes, the bulk of the people will be exaspera ted at the 

proposed increase of the salt t ax and similar mos t unpopular imposts . Thus , 

this war which is sure to gain for Bonapar te a sort of populari ty in foreign 

countr ies , may, never theless , accelerate his downfall in France . 

Tha t I w a s right in presuming the p resen t Spanish troubles as likely to 

40 afford the occasion for serious misunderstandings be tween France and 

England, one may infer from the following intelligence of a London paper : 
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" T h e French Emperor has made inquiries of L o r d Clarendon, through 

Mr . Walewski , whether the British Government would be disposed to aid him 

in placing the Carlist Pretender to the Crown of Spain upon the throne , in 

the event of Queen Isabella being dethroned. Lord Clarendon is said to have 

declared that , happily, Queen Isabella was firmly seated on her throne, and 5 

that a revolution was but a remote contingency in a count ry so devoted to 

monarchial insti tutions; but that even if a revolut ion should break out in 

Spain and the Queen be dethroned, the British Cabinet mus t decline to enter 

into any engagements . 

The Empero r ' s proposal to place the Comte de Montemoün upon the 10 

th rone is inspired by his very natural desire to p reven t the Duchess of 

Montpensier from inheriting her sister 's d iadem; for he thinks i t would be 

inconvenient that he should have for a neighbor a son of Louis Philippe as 

husband of the Queen of Spain ." 

In Fr iday ' s sitting of the Commons Lord John Russell stated that he was 15 

forced to wi thdraw his Reform bill for the moment , which, however , would 

be proceeded with on the 27th of April if, in the meant ime, in consequence 

of the new proposal made to the Emperor of Russia being accepted, the 

Eas t e rn Quest ion was settled. I t is t rue that after the publication of the Czar ' s 

manifesto to his subjects and his letter addressed to Bonapar te , such a 20 

set t lement has become more improbable than ever before , but , never theless , 

the ministerial declaration proves the Reform bill to have been brought 

forward only wi th a view to absorb and appease public opinion in case 

the coalition diplomacy should succeed in reestablishing the Russian status 

quo ante bellum. The eminent par t taken by L o r d Palmers ton in his 25 

ministerial intrigue is thus described by The Morning Advertiser, one of 

his mos t ardent par t i sans: 

" L o r d Aberdeen is the nominal , but not the real Pr ime Minister. Lord 

Palmers ton is practically the first Minister of the Crown. He is the master

spirit of the Cabinet . Ever since his re turn to office, his colleagues have been 30 

in cons tant fear of his again flying off from them at a tangent, and are 

consequent ly afraid to thwart any of those views to which he is known to 

a t tach importance. He has consequent ly everything his own way. A striking 

instance of his Lordship ' s ascendency in her Majes ty ' s Councils was af

forded last week. The new Reform bill was then brought formally under the 35 

considerat ion of the Cabinet , and the question came to be whether i t should 

be proceeded with this session or abandoned. Lord Aberdeen , Lord John 

Russel l , Sir James Graham, and Sir William Molesworth , were for proceeding 

with the measure . Lord Palmerston proposed that i t should be abandoned, 

and intimated, in plain terms—as we stated some days ago, that he would vote 40 

for i ts abandonment in the House should he be defeated in the Cabinet . The 
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result of the discussion or conversat ion, which took place, was , tha t L o r d 

Palmers ton carried his point. Those opposed to him—among whom were the 

ministerial leader in the Lords and the ministerial leader in the Commons— 

eventually succumbed. Another t r iumph of Lord Palmerston, within the last 

5 eight days , has been the appointment of Sir Charles Napier to the command 

of the Baltic fleet. I t is no secret tha t bo th Lord John Russell and Sir James 

Graham were opposed to that appointment ; bu t Lord Palmers ton was for 

i t and therefore i t took place. Nothing, therefore , could be more appropriate 

than that the noble Lord should this evening occupy the chair a t the banquet 

10 to be given in the Reform Club to the gallant Admira l . " 

Mr. Gladstone presented last night to the House a novelty unknown to the 

present generation—a war budget . I t was evident from his speech that the 

reason why the Government took this ear ly opportuni ty of submitting his 

financial measures to the House was that of giving a preliminary record of 

15 the mos t disagreeable effects p roduced by war on private purses , thus to cool 

down the warlike energies of the country . Another main feature of his speech 

was his only asking for the sum which would be required to bring back the 

25,000 men about to leave the British shores , should the war now be brought 

to a close. 

20 He commenced by explaining the actual s tate of the income and ex

penditure of the last financial year . This not having ye t closed, he observed 

that one month of the amount of the revenue could be only an est imate. The 

total est imate of the income of the year on the 18th of April last had been 

£52,990,000, while the actual receipts of the year had reached to no less a 

25 sum than £54,025,000; thus showing an increase in the actual income over 

the presumed expenditure of £1,035,000. On the other hand there had been 

a saving in the expendi ture beyond the es t imate of £1,012,000. He therefore 

calculated, that bu t for the peculiar c i rcumstances in which the country was 

at present placed, there would this year be a surplus over the expendi ture 

30 amounting to £2,854,000. 

Mr. Gladstone then adver ted to the results of the reductions of duty in

t roduced by him. The receipts of the Cus tom duties , notwithstanding these 

reduct ions , had been £20,600,000 in 1853-'54, while in 1852-'53 they had only 

realized £20,396,000, showing an increase in the Cus tom duties of £204,000. 

35 The reduct ion made in the duty upon t ea had produced a loss of only 

£375,000. The reduct ion of the S tamp duties from threepence up to ten 

shillings to one uniform duty of onepence , had increased their income, 

instead of the anticipated loss taking place, to the amount of £36,000. 

Mr. Gladstone proceeded, then showing the resul t of the measures of last 

40 Session for the augmentation of the taxes. The collection of the Income tax 

in Ireland had been delayed by var ious c i rcumstances , bu t i t would yield 
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£20,000 more than calculated upon. The extension of the tax upon incomes , 

from £150 to £100, in Grea t Britain would p roduce £100,000 beyond this 

es t imate , viz. , £250,000. The revenue from the additional duty of one shilling 

a gallon on spirits in Scotland had produced an increase of only £209,000, 

he having est imated it at £278,000. On the other hand, the Spirit duty in 5 

Ireland had realized an increase of £213,000, while he had calculated upon 

an increase of £198,000 only. The operat ion of the Success ion duty on the 

financial year would produce only half a million. So far the s ta tement of 

Mr. Gladstone on the finances of Great Britain during the last twelve months , 

expiring on the 5th April. 10 

The probable est imate of the revenue for the year 1854-'55 will be : 

Income. 

Cus toms £20,175,000 

Excise 14,595,000 

Stamps 7,090,000 

Taxes 3,015,000 
Income-tax 6,275,000 

Post- tax 1,200,000 

Crown lands 259,000 
Old stores 420,000 
Miscellaneous 320,000 

Total income £53,349,000 

T h e probable est imate of expendi ture on the other hand is given as 

Funded debt £27,000,000 

Unfunded debt 546,000 
Consolidated fund 2,460,000 

Army 6,857,000 

Navy 7,488,000 

Ordnance 3,846,000 
Commissariat 645,000 

Miscellaneous est imates 4,775,000 

Militia 530,000 

Packe t service 792,000 

Eas te rn service 1,250,000 

Total expendi ture £56,189,000 
Causing a deficit of 2,840,000 

Before adverting to the means by which this deficiency was to be made 

up , Mr . Gladstone enumerated the measures which Government would not 

r ecommend the H o u s e to adopt. He should no t re turn to the re'imposition of 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 
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any of those reduct ions of duties he had proposed last year , which had 

already acquired the force of law. He would not assent to the re'imposition 

of these taxes unnecessar i ly which former Governments had released. If 

however , the struggle they were now entering upon should be prolonged for 

5 a year , it would hardly be in their power to maintain a permanent cont inuance 

of those reduct ions . In general , he would not p ropose any addition to indirect 

taxation. He should not resor t to state-loans, there being no country whose 

means were already so heavily mortgaged as those of England. At length, 

after all these preambles , Mr. Gladstone came to the announcement what the 

10 Government intended to p ropose . This was to double the Income-tax for six 

months , and to abolish altogether the existing distinction be tween home-

drawn and foreign-drawn bills. T h e average ra te of duty on present bills of 

exchange, although unequally distr ibuted, was I s . 6d. per cent . ; he proposed 

to equalize i t to I s . per cent . This change, he calculated, would produce an 

15 increase of revenue of £60,000. With regard to the income-tax, the increase 

would be from 7 to 107 2 d. in the pound on incomes of £150 and upward, and 

from 5 to 7V2d. on incomes be tween £100 and £150. Simultaneously he 

proposed that the House should make a proposi t ion to enable him, before 

the tax was levied, to issue £1,750,000 exchequer bills to be paid out of the 

20 accruing produce of the income-tax. In conclusion, Mr . Gladstone endeav

ored, not very successfully, to vindicate his late measures for the reduct ion 

of the public debt, measures which resul ted, as you know, in a lamentable 

failure. 

In the discussion following upon this s ta tement several members par took, 

25 but the only speech wor th mentioning was that of Mr. Disraeli. He declared 

that he should make no opposit ion to any vote which Government , on their 

own responsibility, thought necessary to submit to the House for the purpose 

of conduct ing the impending war wi th vigor, and he hoped wi th success . Bu t 

he protested, in case of the war being prolonged, against direct taxat ion being 

30 exclusively had recourse to for carrying on the war . As to the second par t 

of Mr. Gladstone 's s tatement , tha t which related to the actual state of the 

finances of the country , and as to the money in hand, i t seemed to him 

involved in an obscuri ty which did no t b e c o m e a financial s tatement , and 

certainly not one delivered under such c i rcumstances as the present one. The 

35 present state of the balance in the Exchequer was no t sufficient or satis

factory. When the present Government took office, there had been, on the 

3d January , 1853, balances in the Exchequer amounting to £9,000,000, but 

a year after, in January , 1854, they were reduced by one-half. He est imated 

that the balances in the Exchequer on April 5th next would be £3,000,000, 

40 while the expendi ture , consisting of the dividends for the payment of the 

public creditors and the execut ion of his convers ion scheme would altogether 
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require from £9,000,000 to £10,000,000. The right honorable gent lemen said 

there was no use of meeting this with balances in the Exchequer , but that 

he would make up the sum wanted by deficiency bills. He maintained that 

i t was of great importance they should have had at this moment an ample 

balance but instead of its being a question whether they were to have a 5 

balance , or an excess of balances , i t was now a quest ion whether they were 

to have a balance at all, or a large deficiency, and in fact, instead of having 

any balance, they had an enormous deficiency, which had been caused in 

two ways by the Chancellor of the Exchequer . First , by having reduced the 

interest on Exchequer bills to IV2 per cent, when the value of money was 10 

rising, and secondly by his ill-devised convers ion of the South Sea s tocks, 

a measure which had not only eaten up his balances bu t left him in a present 

deficiency of £2,000,000. 

Some further remarks of an indifferent character having been made by 

other members , the Repor t on Supply was brought up and the resolution 15 

agreed to . 

Karl Marx. 
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Letter to the Labour Parliament 

The People's Paper. 
Nr. 98, 18. März 1854 

28, D e a n Street , Soho, London . 

9th March, 1854. 

I regret deeply to be unable, for the momen t at least , to leave London , and 

thus to be prevented from expressing verbally my feelings of pride and 

5 gratitude on receiving the invitation to sit as Honora ry Delegate at the Labour 

Parliament. The mere assembling of such a Par l iament marks a new epoch 

in the history of the world. The news of this great fact will arouse the hopes 

of the working classes throughout Eu rope and America. 

Grea t Britain, of all other countr ies , has seen developed on the greatest 

10 scale, the despot ism of Capital and the slavery of Labour . In no other country 

have the intermediate stations be tween the millionaire commanding whole 

industrial armies and the wages-slave living only from hand to mouth so 

gradually been swept away from the soil. There exist here no longer, as in 

continental countr ies , large classes of peasants and art isans almost equally 

15 dependent on their own proper ty and their own labour. A complete divorce 

of proper ty from labour has been effected in Great Britain. In no other 

country , therefore, the war be tween the two classes that consti tute modern 

society has assumed so colossal dimensions and features so distinct and 

palpable. 

20 But it is precisely from these facts that the working classes of Great 

Britain, before all o thers , are competen t and called for to act as leaders in 

the great movement that mus t finally resul t in the absolute emancipat ion of 

Labour . Such they are from the conscious clearness of their position, the 

vas t superiority of their numbers , the disastrous struggles of their past , and 

25 the moral strength of their present . 

I t is the working millions of Great Britain w h o first have laid down the 

real basis of a new society—modern industry, which t ransformed the 

destruct ive agencies of nature into the product ive power of man. The English 

working classes, with invincible energies, by the sweat of their b rows and 

30 brains , have called into life the material means of ennobling labour itself, 

and of multiplying its fruits to such a degree as to make general abundance 

possible . 
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By creating the inexhaustible product ive powers of mode rn industry they 

have fulfilled the first condition of the emancipat ion of labour. They have 

now to realise its other condition. They have to free those wealth-producing 

powers from the infamous shackles of monopoly , and subject t hem to the 

joint control of the producers , w h o , till now, allowed the very products of 5 

their hands to turn against t hem and be t ransformed into as many ins t ruments 

of their own subjugation. 

The labouring classes have conquered na tu re ; they have now to conquer 

men. To succeed in this a t tempt they do not want strength, but the organisa

t ion of their common strength, organisation of the labouring classes on a 10 

nat ional scale—such, I suppose, is the great and glorious end aimed at by the 

L a b o u r Parliament. 

If the Labour Parl iament proves t rue to the idea that called i t into life, some 

future historian will have to record that there existed in the year 1854 two 

Parl iaments in England, a Parl iament at London , and a Par l iament at Man- 15 

Chester—a Parl iament of the rich, and a Par l iament of the poor—but that m e n 

sat only in the Parl iament of the men and not in the Parl iament of the 

masters . 

Yours truly, 

Kar l Marx. 20 
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The Labour Parliament 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
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The Labor Parliament. 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Fr iday, March 10, 1854. 

Of all countries Great Britain has seen developed on the grandest scale the 

5 despot ism of capital and the slavery of labor. In no other country have the 

intermediate degrees be tween the millionaire, commanding whole industrial 

armies , and the wages-slave living only from hand to mouth , so radically been 

swept away from the soil. There exist no longer, as in continental countr ies , 

large classes of peasants and art izans almost equally dependent on their own 

10 proper ty and their own labor. A complete divorce of proper ty from labor 

has been effected in Great Britain. In no other country , therefore, has the 

war be tween the two classes that const i tute modern society, assumed so 

colossal dimensions and features so distinct and palpable. 

But it is precisely from these facts that the working classes of Britain, 

15 before all o thers , are competen t and called upon to act as leaders in the great 

movement that mus t finally resul t in the absolute emancipat ion of labor. 

Such they are from the conscious clearness of their position, the vas t superi

ori ty of their numbers , the disastrous struggles of their pas t and the moral 

strength of their present . 

20 The L o n d o n daily papers observe the "policy of abs ten t ion" with respec t 

to the proceedings of the Labor Parl iament. T h e y hope to kill i t by a vas t 

"conspiration de silence. " Having for whole months fatigued the public with 

interminable articles on the probable chances of realization for the scheme 

of such a Parl iament, now they purposely avoid ever mentioning that i t has 

25 actually sprung into life and already begun to work. This wisdom of the 

ostr ich, that imagines i t avoids dangers by feigning not to see them, will not 

do now-a-days. They will be forced to notice the Labor Parl iament, and, 

notwithstanding their simulated indifference, some future historian will 
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record that there existed in the year 1854 two Parl iaments in England, a 

Par l iament in L o n d o n and a Parl iament in Manches te r , a Parl iament of the 

rich and a Parl iament of the poor, but that men sat only in the Parl iament 

of the men , and no t in the Parl iament of the mas te rs . The following is the 

repor t of the Commit tee appointed to draw up a plan of action for the Labor 5 

Parl iament: 

" Y o u r Commit tee believe the duty of this Par l iament to be the render

ing of the existing turn-outs and lockouts victorious for the operat ives , and 

the adoption of means whereby both should be prevented for the future; the 

securing for the working classes fair t rea tment during work; the rescuing of 10 

w o m e n and children from the factory; the means of educat ion, and the 

abolition of stoppages and underhand aba tements of wages . Believing further 

that i t is their du ty to endeavor to secure to those who labor a fair participa

t ion in the profits of their work; and above all this , to obtain for t hem the 

m e a n s of independent self-employment, wi th a view to their, emancipation 15 

from wages slavery altogether; and, being convinced that the final step 

thereto is the obtaining the pecuniary leverage for action, r ecommend for 

your considerat ion: 

1. The organization of a system for the collection of a national revenue 

for labor. 20 

2. A plan for the security of the funds thus raised. 

3. The application of the same and the securing of the rights of the working 

classes. 

4. The consti tut ion of the Mass Movement . 

I. The Raising of a National Labor Revenue. 25 
a. A weekly levy on the wages , graduated according to the price of labor, 

as follows: 

Up to 4s. per week il2d. 
Up to 8s. per week 3Uá. 
U p t o 12s. per week I d . 

Up to 15s. per week llh<i. 
Up to 20s. per week 2 d. 

Up to 30s. per week 3 d. 

Up to 40s. per week 4 d. 

b. That the officers of the several bodies of working men, w h o act in con- 35 

junct ion with the Mass Movement , forward the moneys thus raised to its 

directing head. 

II. Security of the Funds, 
a. Tha t the local officers forward weekly all moneys they receive on behalf 

of the Mass Movement to the directing head of the same as shall be further 40 
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specified below. The duly appointed officers for the reception thereof to 

re turn receipts immediately for the moneys thus received. 

b. Tha t the directing heads shall invest all moneys they receive on behalf 

of the Mass Movement (having powers to retain in hand a sum not exceeding 

5 £50) in a bank, in their collective names ; no such sum or sums, nor any par t 

of the same, to be d rawn out of the b a n k except on presentat ion of the 

minute-books of the said directing body, containing an order for the same 

to be drawn, signed by such a majority of the members of tha t body as shall 

hereafter be determined. 

10 c. That the money thus drawn shall be paper money , (unless under £5;) 

that the numbers of such notes shall be en tered in a book, open to inspect ion 

and published in the paper s ; that the notes thus received shall be cut into 

par t s , and each par t intrusted to a separate member of the directing body; 

and where large sums are drawn, that they be held in equal port ions by each 

15 member . 

d. Tha t each member , thus intrusted with a por t ion of the said money , shall 

give a promissory note amount ing to his proport ionate share of the money 

drawn, supposing the same divided into equal par t s , according to the number 

of the directing body ; and that , should he refuse to apply for the purposes 

20 for which the money was drawn, such par t of no te held by him, the document 

thus held against h im shall a t once be put in force, bu t be cancelled on his 

paying over said par t of no te ; tha t the promissory notes thus given shall be 

deposited in a chest or safe, which shall be placed in the cus tody of an 

independent and responsible par ty (not a member of the directing body) , w h o 

25 shall not allow any document to be taken therefrom except in presence of 

all the directing body. 

e . Tha t the money thus d rawn for any paymen t or purchase be paid by 

the directors only in the mutual presence of each member of their body. 

III. Application of the Funds. 
30 a. The funds collected shall be applied as follows: To support all towns 

and places now on strike, and for liquidating all debts contracted during the 

late and present strikes and lockouts . Tha t equal suppor t shall be afforded 

to towns in proport ion to the number out of employ. That on the same 

principle as w h e n provisions run short on board of ship, each receives alike; 

35 thus the same relief shall be given without distinction of high or low paid 

t rader . That , although all existing strikes and lockouts shall be supported, 

no future assis tance will be given to any b o d y of men who do not recognize 

and support the Mass Movement . 

b. Tha t the depar tment be opened to regulate the price of labor. Tha t for 

40 this purpose a monthly s ta tement be issued for the price of the raw material 

employed in all the t rades in connect ion wi th the Mass Movement ; the price 
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of labor in the same, and the selling price of the articles produced, and the 

other working charges. Tha t on the evidence thus furnished, the directing 

body shall issue a s tatement of the profits of the employer ; being open to 

receive from the latter a s tatement of any peculiar and additional charges 

which the employers may have to meet. Tha t on the basis thus laid the price 5 

of labor shall be regulated, and the tariff of wages be fixed in accordance 

wi th the same. That a similar plan be applied to the agricultural interests of 

the country . 

c . That , while workingmen have an undoubted right to participate in the 

profits of the employer , he has a right higher still—that of employing himself ; i o 

and that , for the purpose of the self-employment, as also for the purpose of 

more effectually regulating wages, by removing the power of surplus labor 

from the employer ' s hands , the funds of the Mass Movemen t be further 

employed in the purchase of land. Tha t the es ta tes be purchased in the names 

of individuals not being members of the directing body . Tha t the es ta tes be 15 

divided into farms, varying in size according to the na ture of the soil and 

the purposes to which they are to be applied, viz: whe ther as individual 

tenancies or large cooperat ive undertakings. Tha t the said lands be retained 

by and never alienated from the Mass Movement . Tha t the land be let to 

tenants on short leases and at a fair and modera te rental . Tha t the clause be 20 

inserted in the lease whereby any tenant making the fault in payment of rent 

shall immediately lose his right of tenancy. Tha t a four th clause be inserted 

whe reby the tenant binds himself to pay the rental to the part ies appointed 

by the deed of assignment hereafter named. Tha t the part ies in whose names 

the es ta tes are bought execute a deed of assignment, whereby the tenant shall 25 

pay the rent, not to them, but to the individuals then being directors of the 

Mass Movement . Tha t the directors of the t ime being shall execute a deed, 

binding themselves in a penalty of £5,000 each, to two individuals, not being 

purchasers of any esta te ; such penalty to be enforced should they, on leaving 

office, not execute a deed of assignment of the said rental to their successors 30 

in office; those successors to be bound in the same way . 

d. Tha t independence of self-employment and relief of the labor marke t 

f rom its surplus be still more secure , your Commit tee r ecommend a further 

application of the available funds for the establ ishment of cooperat ive facto

r ies , workshops and s tores , such to be the proper ty of the Mass Movement . 35 

Those employed therein to receive that amount of wages regulated by the 

tariff for the price of labor previously named, and one-half of the net profits 

realized on the articles produced and sold, the o ther half of the profits to 

go to the revenue of the Mass Movement . Tha t the chief manager of each 

cooperat ive undertaking be elected by the operat ives engaged therein, sub- 40 

jec t to the approbat ion of the directing body. Tha t the said manager of each 
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respect ive undertaking regulate the purchases and sales connected there

with, and re turn monthly to the directing body a s ta tement of the purchases , 

sales, payments , and loss or profit connected with the same. That , in case 

grounds of complaint at difference arise be tween the operat ives and man-

5 ager, the operat ives shall have the power of dismissing the manager and 

electing another by the majority of not less than three-fourths of their 

number . That one half of the ne t profits of each cooperat ive undertaking be 

sent by each respect ive manager to the directing body. That the proper ty for 

cooperat ion purposes purchased by the Mass Movemen t be placed under a 

10 system of security similar to tha t applied to the landed es ta tes . " 

After a long discussion, the repor t of the Commit tee up to end of the 

port ion marked " I I " was adopted on Wednesday ' s sitting of the Labor 

Parliament. The Commit tee appointed for drawing up this programme of 

action for the Mass Movement consis ted of Messrs . Ernes t Jones , James 

15 Finlen, James Williams, Abraham Robinson and James Bligh. 

Karl Marx . 
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Retreat of the Russians from Kalafat 

The People's Paper. 
Nr. 98, 18. März 1854 

Retreat of the Russians from Kalafat. 

The Russians have retreated from Kalafat , and have , i t is stated, entirely 

remodel led their plan of campaign. This is the glorious end of the efforts and 

risks of a three months ' campaign, during which the last resources of 

Wallachia have been completely exhausted. This is the fruit of that incon- 5 

ceivable march into Little Wallachia, which appeared to have been under

t aken in ut ter contempt of the first rules of strategy. In order to take Kalafat, 

tha t only bridgehead held by the Turks on the left b a n k of the Danube , the 

mass of the army was concentra ted on the ex t reme right, in a posit ion where 

the weakened centre and left appeared completely abandoned to any a t tack 10 

that the enemy might chance to under take , and where an indifference was 

shown to the lines of communicat ions and re t rea t which is wi thout parallel 

in the history of warfare . That Omer Pasha has no t profited by this blunder 

is only to be explained by the interference of our Ambassador at Con

stantinople. H o w it is that , after all, the Russians have to retreat disgracefully 15 

wi thout having affected their purpose , we shall have to show presently. 

We say they have to retreat disgracefully, because an advance preceded 

by blustering, crowned by taking up a merely threatening posit ion, and ending 

in a quiet and modes t retreat , wi thout even an a t tempt at serious fighting— 

because a move composed of an uninterrupted series of mistakes and errors , 20 

result ing in nothing but the General ' s conviction that he has made a complete 

fool of himself—is the very height of disgrace. 

N o w to the state of the case . 

The Russians had , by the end of 1853, the following t roops in Wallachia, 

Moldavia, and Bessarabia:— 25 

1. 4th corps of the army (Dannenberg) three divisions infantry, one division 

cavalry, four brigades artillery—total, after deducting losses , say 

45,000 men. 

2. Of the 5th corps (Lüders) one division infantry, one division cavalry, 

two brigades artillery—say 15,000 men. 30 
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3. 3rd corps (Osten-Sacken) three divisions infantry, one division cavalry, 

four brigades artillery—say 55,000 men. 

Total about 115,000 men , besides non-combatants and one division of 

L ü d e r s ' corps in the neighbourhood of Odessa , which being wanted for 

5 garrison duty, cannot be taken into account . 

The t roops under Dannenberg and L ü d e r s were the only ones tha t had b e e n 

in the Principalities up to the beginning of December . The approach of 

Osten-Sacken 's corps was to be the signal for the grand concentra t ion for 

the a t tack on Kalafat. His place, on the Bug and the Pruth, was to be filled 

10 up by the 6th corps (Tsheodayeff), then on the road from Moscow. After 

the junct ion of this latter corps , t he Danubian army would have consis ted 

of about 170,000 men , bu t might have turned ou t to be stronger, if the new 

levies of recruits f rom the South Weste rn provinces were at once directed 

to the theatre of war . 

15 However , 115,000 to 120,000 m e n appeared to the Russian Commander 

a sufficient force to defend the whole line of the Danube from Brailow to 

Nicopolis , and spare a sufficient number to be concentra ted, from the ex

t reme right, for an a t tack on Kalafat. 

W h e n this movement was commenced , towards the end of December , 

20 Kalafat could hardly harbour more than 10,000 to 12,000 defenders , with 

8,000 more at Widdin, whose support might be considered dubious, as they 

had to cross an unruly river in a bad season. The slowness of the Russian 

movement s , however , the indecision of Prince Gortschakoff, and above all 

t he activity and boldness of Ismail Pasha , the commander at Kalafat, per-

25 mitted the Turks to concent ra te some 40,000 men on the menaced point, and 

to change Kalafat from a simple br idgehead s tormable by a force double that 

of its defenders , into a fortification which could shelter at least 30,000 men , 

and withstand any bu t a regular siege at tack. I t has been justly said, that the 

highest t r iumph for the const ructor of a field fortification is the necessi ty 

30 for the enemy to open his t renches against it; if the Russians did no t actually 

open the t renches , i t i s merely because , even wi th that ex t reme means , they 

did see no way of taking Kalafat in the t ime they might set apar t for the 

operat ion. Kalafat will henceforth rank with Freder ick II. ' s camp at Bunzel-

witz, with the lines of Torres Vedras , with the Archduke Charles ' en-

35 t renchments behind Verona , as one of those efforts of field fortification that 

are named as classical applications of the art in warlike history. 

N o w let us look to the Russian means of at tack. Tha t they meant in good 

earnes t to take Kalafat, is shown by their parks of siege artillery having been 

brought forward as far as Krajova. Tha t Omer Pasha , we may state by the 

40 way , allowed these guns to go and re turn freely, is one of the many military 

inconceivabilities of this war , to be explained merely through diplomatic 
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influences. The only thing, then , for the Russ ians , was a sufficient mass of 

t roops to drive in the Turks , and to protec t the t renches and bat ter ies , and to 

s torm the breaches as soon as they should have been opened. He re , again, 

Ismail Pasha acted like an energetic and clever commander . His sally towards 

Citate on the 6th of January—his vigorous a t tack ending in the defeat of a 5 

superior Russian force, and the continued a t tacks of a similar nature he 

executed , while the Russian concentrat ion was still going on, and, until he 

was fairly blockaded on his small Danubian Peninsula by a superior force—in 

short , his system of defending himself by concent ra ted offensive blows 

against single points of the Russian line, and thereby destroying his enemy, 10 

as far as he could, in detail, was exactly wha t a commander under his circum

stances should have done , and forms a cheering cont ras t with Omer Pasha ' s 

pass ive defence at Oltenitza, or his lazy passivity, all this while , on the lower 

D a n u b e . Fo r the pet ty at tacks carried on by him here and there , which appear 

never to have b roken off at the proper moment , but carried on for days and 15 

days on the same point with blind obst inacy, even w h e n no result could be 

expec ted from them, these pet ty at tacks do not count , w h e n a movement 

across the Danube with 40,000 to 60,000 m e n w a s wanted . 

After all, the Russians completed, by the end of January , their con

centra t ion around Kalafat. They were evidently superior in the open field; 20 

they mus t therefore have had some 30,000 or 40,000 men . N o w deduct these 

from 115,000, deduct then, say 20,000 or 25,000 men more for the defence 

of the line from Brailow to the sea, and there remained for the whole of 

Grea ter Wallachia, inclusive of garr isons, from 50,000 to 65,000 men—an 

army far from sufficient to defend such a long line of at tack, and a line of 25 

communicat ion running parallel with the line of attack, at a short dis tance 

behind it. A vigorous a t tack on any point, even with a force inferior to the 

whole of these 65,000 men, could not bu t have ended in the ut ter defeat, in 

detail , of all these dispersed Russian t roops , and with the capture of all the 

Russ ian magazines . Omer Pasha will have to explain, some time or other , 30 

his motives for neglecting such an opportunity. 

With all their efforts, then , the Russians could mere ly concent ra te before 

Kalafat a force barely sufficient to drive in the outpos ts , bu t not to at tack 

the stronghold itself. They took nearly five weeks to effect even this momen

tary and illusory success . General Schilder, of the Engineers , was sent with 35 

posit ive orders to take Kalafat. He came, he saw, and he resolved to do 

nothing until the arrival of Tsheodayeff should allow fresh t roops to come 

up from the centre and left. 

Five weeks the Russians stood in this dangerous posit ion, rear and flank 

exposed , as if provoking that a t tack which they could not have resisted a 40 

momen t ; and five weeks Omer Pasha stood menacing their flank and rear , 
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in a position where he could see their weakness without spectacles or te le

scopes—and he did nothing. Verily, this system of modern warfare , under 

the pat ronage of the Allied Cour t s , is above comprehens ion! 

All at once news reaches London—"The Russians are in full re t reat from 

5 Kalafat ." " O h , " says the " T i m e s , " " tha t is the effect of our allies, t h e 

Austr ians , having concentra ted an a rmy in Transylvania, in the rear of the 

Russ ians ; that is the effect of the glorious Austr ian alliance, which is again 

the effect of our glorious Aberdeen policy. Three cheers for Aberdeen!" But 

next day Austr ian authentic manifes toes show that no Austr ian Alliance 

10 exists , and that the Austr ians as ye t have no t said, and do not appear to know 

themselves , for wha t purpose they have sent that a rmy where i t is,—and, 

consequent ly , great uncer ta inty reigns as to the cause of the Russian re 

treat . 

We are now told that the Russ ians will t ry to cross the Danube at the 

15 opposi te point, be tween Brailow and Galatz , and thus proceed on the direct 

road to Adrianople, as in 1828-29. If there does no t exist a perfect unders tand

ing be tween the Russians on the one side, and the Anglo-French squadron 

on the other , this march is strategically impossible. We have another cause 

to account for this retreat . Tsheodayeff is said to have been s topped in this 

20 march , in order to form a camp of 30,000 or 40,000 m e n above Odessa . If 

this be t rue , he cannot relieve any t roops on the Pru th and Sereth, nor 

reinforce Gortschakoff before Kalafat . Consequent ly , Prince Gortschakoff 

has to retreat in as good order as he came , and thus would end the grand 

tragi-comedy of the Russian march against Kalafat . 
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The Greek Insurrection. 

The insurrect ion among the Greek subjects of the Sultan, which caused such 

alarm at Paris and London, has now been suppressed, but its revival is 

thought not impossible. With regard to this possibility we are able to say that 

after a careful investigation of the documents relating to the whole affair so 5 

far, we are convinced that the insurgents were found exclusively among the 

mounta ineers inhabiting the southern slope of the Pindus , and tha t they met 

with no sympathy on the par t of the other Christ ian races of Turkey, save 

the pious freebooters of Montenegro; and that the occupants of the plains 

of Thessaly , who form the only compac t Greek communi ty still living under 10 

Turkish supremacy, are more afraid of their compatr io ts than of the Turks 

themselves . I t is not to be forgotten that this spiritless and cowardly body 

of populat ion did not dare to rise even at the t ime of the Greek war of 

independence . As to the remainder of the Greek race , numbering perhaps 

300,000 souls, distributed throughout the cities of the Empire , they are so 15 

thoroughly detes ted by the other Christ ian tribes that , whenever a popular 

movement has been successful, as in Servia and Wallachia, i t has resul ted 

in driving away all the priests of Greek origin, and in supplying their places 

by nat ive pastors . 

But al though the present Greek insurrection, considered wi th reference 20 

to its own merits , is al together insignificant, i t still derives importance from 

the occasion i t affords to the wes te rn Powers for interfering be tween the 

Por te and the great majority of its subjects in Eu rope , among w h o m the 

Greeks count only one million against ten millions of the other races profess

ing the Greek religion. The Greek inhabitants of the so-called kingdom as 25 

well as those living in the Ionian Isles under Brit ish rule consider it, of course , 

to be their national mission to expel the Turks from wherever the Greek 

language is spoken, and to annex Thessaly and Epirus to a State of their own. 

They may even dream of a Byzant ine restorat ion, although, on the whole, 
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they are too astute a people to believe in such a fancy. But these plans of 

national aggrandizement and independence on the par t of the Greeks , p ro

claimed at this moment in consequence of Russ ian intrigues, as is proved 

by the lately detected conspiracy of the priest Athanasius , and proclaimed 

5 too by the robbers of the mountains wi thout being reechoed by the agricul

tural populat ion of the plain—all have nothing to do with the religious rights 

of the subjects of Turkey wi th which an a t tempt is made to mix them up . 

As we learn from the English journals and from notice given in the H o u s e 

of Lords by Lord Shaftesbury, and in the Commons by Mr. Monck ton 

10 Milnes, the British Government is to be called upon in connect ion, partly 

a t least, with these Greek movemen t s to take measures to meliorate the 

condit ion of the Christ ian subjects of the Por te . Indeed, we are told explicitly 

that the great end aimed at by the wes te rn Powers is to put the Christ ian 

religion on a footing of equal rights with the Mahometan in Turkey. N o w , 

15 either this means nothing at all, or it means the granting political and civil 

r ights, both to Mussulmans and Christ ians, without any reference to either 

religion, and without considering religion at all. In other words , i t means the 

complete separat ion of Sta te and Church , of Religion and Politics. But the 

Turkish Sta te , like all Oriental S ta tes , is founded upon the mos t intimate 

20 connect ion, we might almost say, the identity of State and Church, of Politics 

and Religion. The K o r a n is the double source of faith and law, for that Empi re 

and its rulers. But how is i t possible to equalize the faithful and the Giaour, 

the Mussulman and the Rajah before the K o r a n ? To do that i t i s necessary 

in fact, to supplant the K o r a n by a new civil code , in other words to b reak 

25 d o w n the f ramework of Turkish society and create a new order of things ou t 

of its ruins. 

On the other hand, the main feature that distinguishes the Greek con

fession from all other branches of the Christ ian faith, is the same identi

fication of State and Church, of civil and ecclesiastical life. So intimately 

30 in terwoven were State and Church in the Byzant ine Empire , that it is im

possible to write the history of the one wi thout writing the history of the 

other. In Russia the same identity prevails , al though there , in contradis

tinction to the Byzant ine Empire , the Church has been transformed into the 

mere tool of the State , the ins t rument of subjugation at home and of ag-

35 gression abroad. In the Ot toman Empi re in conformity with the oriental 

notions of the Turks , t he Byzant ine theocracy has been allowed to develop 

itself to such a degree, that the pa r son of a par ish is at the same time the 

judge, the mayor, the teacher , the executor of t es taments , the assessor of 

taxes , the ubiquitous factotum of civil life, not the servant , but the master 

40 of all work. The main reproach to be cas t upon the Turks in this regard is 

not that they have crippled the privileges of the Christ ian pr iesthood, but , 

121 



Karl Marx 

on the contrary, tha t under their rule this all-embracing oppressive tutelage, 

control , and interference of the Church has been permit ted to absorb the 

whole sphere of social existence. Mr. Fal lmerayer very amusingly tells us , 

in his Orientalische Briefe, how a Greek Priest w a s quite astonished w h e n 

he informed him that the Lat in Clergy enjoyed no civil authori ty at all, and 5 

had to perform no profane business . " H o w , " exclaimed the Priest , " d o our 

Lat in Bre thren contr ive to kill t ime?" 

It is plain then that to introduce a new civil code in Turkey , a code alto

gether abstracted from religion, and based on a comple te separat ion of State 

and Church , would be not only to abolish Mahometan ism, bu t also to b reak 10 

down the Greek Church as now established in tha t Empire . Can any one be 

credulous enough to believe in good earnes t that the timid and react ionary 

valetudinarians of the present British Government have ever conceived the 

idea of undertaking such a gigantic task, involving a perfect social revolution, 

in a count ry like Turkey? The notion is absurd. They can only entertain it 15 

for the purpose of throwing dust in the eyes of the English people and of 

Eu rope . 
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The Documents on the Partition of Turkey. 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , March 21 , 1854. 

A mos t important event is the compulsory publication by Ministers of their 

5 secret cor respondence with t h e Empero r of Russ ia during the first th ree 

months of their administrat ion, as also of the memorandum of the interview 

be tween the Czar and Lord Aberdeen in 1844, which the Journal de St. Pé-

tersbourg challenged the latter to p roduce . 

I begin with an analysis of the " m e m o r a n d u m " by Count Nesse l rode , 

10 delivered to her Majesty 's Government , and founded on communicat ions 

from the Empero r of Russia, subsequent to bis visit to England in June , 1844. 

T h e presen t status quo of the Ot toman Empi re is " t h e most compatible with 

the general interest of the maintenance of p e a c e . " England and Russia agree 

on this principle, and therefore unite their efforts to keep up that status quo. 

15 "With this object , the essential point is to suffer the Por te to live in repose , 

without needlessly disturbing i t by diplomatic bickerings, and without inter

fering, wi thout absolute necessi ty, in its internal affairs." N o w , how is this 

" sys t em of fo rbearance" to be successfully carried out? Firstly, by Great 

Britain not interfering with the interpretat ion Russ ia may think fit to put u p o n 

20 her t reat ies with the Por te , but forcing it, on the contrary , to act in conformity 

with those treaties as interpreted by Russia ; and, in the second place, by 

allowing Russia "cons tan t ly" to meddle be tween the Sultan and his Christian 

subjects . In a word , the system of forbearance toward the Porte means a 

system of complicity wi th Russia. This strange proposi t ion is, however , far 

25 from being expressed in rude te rms . 

The memorandum affects to speak of "all the great Power s , " bu t at the 

same t ime plainly intimates that there exist no great Powers at all besides 

Russia and England. F rance , it is said, will "find herself obliged to act in 
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conformity with the course agreed upon be tween St. Petersburg and Lon

d o n . " Austr ia is represented as a mere appendage to Russia , enjoying no 

life of her own, following no distinct policy, bu t one "closely uni ted by the 

principle of perfect identity" with tha t of Russia . Prussia is t reated as a 

nonent i ty , not wor th mentioning, and consequent ly is not so much as men- 5 

t ioned. All the great Powers , then, is only a rhetorical figure for the two 

Cabinets of St. Petersburg and London ; and the line of conduct to be agreed 

upon by all the great Powers means the line of conduct d rawn up at St. Pe ters 

burg and to be acted upon a t London . The memorandum says: 

" T h e Por te has a constant tendency to extr icate itself from the en- 10 

gagements imposed upon i t by the t reat ies which i t has concluded with other 

powers . I t hopes to do so with impunity, because i t r eckons on the mutual 

jea lousy of the Cabinets . It thinks that if it fails in its engagements toward 

one of them, the res t will espouse its quarrel , and will screen it from all 

responsibility. 15 

It is essential not to confirm the Por te in this delusion. Eve ry t ime that 

it fails in its obligations toward one of the great Powers , i t is the interest of 

all the res t to make it sensible of its error , and seriously to exhort i t to act 

rightly toward the Cabinet which demands jus t reparat ion. 

As soon as the Porte shall perceive that it is not supported by the other 20 
Cabinets, it will give way, and the differences which have arisen will be 

arranged in a conciliatory manner , wi thout any conflict resulting from 

t h e m . " 

This is the formula by which England is called upon to assist Russia in 

he r policy of extorting new concessions from Turkey , on the ground of her 25 

ancient t reat ies. 

" In the present state of feeling in Europe , the Cabinets cannot see wi th 

indifference the Christ ian populations in Turkey exposed to flagrant acts of 

oppress ion or religious intolerance. I t is necessary constant ly to make the 

Ot toman Ministers sensible of this t ruth, and to pe r suade t h e m that they can 30 

only reckon on the friendship and on the support of the great Powers on the 

condit ion that they t reat the Christ ian subjects of the Por te with tolerat ion 

and wi th mildness. 

I t will be the duty of the foreign representat ives , guided by these principles, 

to act among themselves in a perfect spirit of agreement . If they address 35 

remons t rances to the Por te , those remons t rances m u s t bear a real character 

of unanimity, though divested of one of exclusive dictat ion." 

In this mild w a y England is taught how to back Russ ia ' s pre tensions to 

a religious Protectorate over the Christians of Turkey . 

Having thus laid down the premises of her "pol icy of fo rbearance ," Russia 40 

cannot conceal from her confidante that this very forbearance may prove 
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more fatal than any policy of aggression, and fearfully contr ibute to develop 
all the "e lements of dissolut ion" the Ot toman Empire conta ins : so that some 
fine morning "unforeseen circumstances may has ten its fall, wi thout its 
being in the power of the friendly Cabinets to prevent i t ." T h e quest ion is 

5 then raised what would have to be done in the event of such unforeseen 
c i rcumstances producing a final ca tas t rophe in Turkey . 

The only thing wanted , it is said, in the event of Turkey ' s fall becoming 
imminent, is England and Russia's "coming to a previous understanding 
before having recourse to action. " "This no t ion ," we are assured by the 

10 memorandum, " w a s in principle agreed upon during the Empero r ' s last 
res idence in London , (in the long conferences held be tween the Autocra t on 
the one hand, and the D u k e of Wellington, Sir Rober t Peel, and the Ear l of 
Aberdeen on the other hand). The result was the eventual engagementthat, 
if anything unforeseen occurred in Turkey , Russia and England should 

15 previously concert together as to the course which they should pursue in 
common." 

N o w , what means this eventual engagement? Firstly, tha t Russia and 
England should previously come to a c o m m o n unders tanding as to the 
partition of Turkey; and secondly, tha t in such a case , England was to bind 

20 herself to form a Holy Alliance wi th Russ ia and Austria, described as 
Russ ia ' s alter ego against F rance , w h o would be "obliged, " i.e., forced to 
act in conformity with their views. T h e natural result of such a c o m m o n 
unders tanding would be to involve England in a deadly war with F rance , and 
thus to give Russia full sway to car ry out he r o w n policy on Turkey. 

25 Great stress is again and again laid upon the "unforeseen c i rcumstances" 
that may accelerate the downfall of Turkey . At the conclusion of the memo
randum the myster ious phrase , however , d isappears , to be replaced by the 
more distinct formulation: "If we foresee that t h e Ot toman Empire must 
crumble to pieces, England and Russia have to enter into a previous concer t , 

30 e t c . . . . " The only unforeseen c i rcumstance , then, was the unforeseen decla
rat ion on the par t of Russia that the Ot toman Empi re mus t now crumble to 
pieces . The main point gained by the eventual engagement is the liberty 
granted to Russia to foresee, at a given moment , the sudden downfall of 
Turkey , and to oblige England to enter into negotiat ions, on the c o m m o n 

35 unders tanding of such a ca tas t rophe being at hand. 
Accordingly, about ten years after the memorandum had been d rawn up , 

d u e notice is given to England tha t the vitality of the Ot toman Empire is gone, 
and that they had now to enter upon their previously arranged concer t to 
the exclusion of France , i.e. to conspire behind the backs of Turkey and 

40 F rance . This over ture opens the series of secret and confidential papers 
exchanged be tween St. Pe tersburg and the Coalit ion Cabinet . 
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Sir G. H. Seymour , the British Embassador at St. Pe tersburg , sends his first 

secret and confidential dispatch to L o r d J . Russell , the t hen Foreign Minis

ter, on January 11,1853. On the evening of the 9th January he had the " h o n o r " 

to see the Emperor a t t he Palace of the Grand Duchess Helen, who had 

condescended to invite L a d y Seymour and himself to mee t the Imperial 5 

family. The Empero r came up to him in his most gracious manner , expressing 

his great pleasure at the news of the formation of the Coalition Cabinet , to 

which he wished long life, desiring the Embassador to convey to old Aber

deen his congratulation on his part , and to bea t into Lord John Russel l 's 

brains " tha t i t was very essential tha t the two Governments—the English io 

Government and I , and I and the English Government—should be on the bes t 

t e rms ; and that the necessi ty was never greater than a t p resen t . " 

Mark that these words were spoken in January , 1853, a t the very t ime 

w h e n Austr ia , "be tween w h o m and Russia"—according to the memor

andum—"there exists an entire conformity of principles in regard to the 15 

affairs of Turkey , " was openly engaged in troubling the waters at Monte

negro. 

" W h e n we are agreed," said the Czar , " i t is immaterial w h a t the o thers 

may th ink or do. Turkey , " he continued, in a hypocrit ical manner of con

dolence, "is in a very critical s tate, and may give us all a great deal of t rouble ." 20 

Having said so much, the Czar proceeded to shake hands with Sir 

H. Seymour , very graciously, as if about to take leave of h im; bu t Sir Hamil

ton, to whom i t " instantly occurred that the conversa t ion was incomple te ," 

took " the great l iber ty" humbly to p ray the Autocra t to " speak a little more 

explicitly with regard to the affairs of Tu rkey . " " T h e Empero r ' s words and 25 

manne r , " remarks this observer , "a l though still very kind, showed that his 

Majesty had no intention of speaking to me of the demonstration which he 

is about to make in the South." 
Be it remarked that already in his dispatch of Jan. 7, 1853, Sir Hamil ton 

had informed the British Government that "o rde r s had been dispatched to 30 

the 5th corps d'armée to advance to the frontiers of the Danubian provinces , 

and tha t the 4th corps would be ordered to hold itself in readiness to march 

if necessa ry ; " and in a dispatch dated Jan. 8, 1853, tha t Nesse l rode had 

expressed to him his opinion of the "necess i ty tha t the diplomacy of Russia 

should be supported by a demonstra t ion of fo rce . " 35 

" T h e Empero r , " Sir Hamil ton cont inues his dispatch, "said, a t first wi th 

a little hesitation, but , as he proceeded, in an open and unhesitat ing man

ner : 

'The affairs of Turkey are in a very disorganized condit ion; the country 

itself seems to be falling to pieces (menace ruine); the fall will be a great 40 

misfortune, and i t is very important that England and Russ ia should come 
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to a perfectly good unders tanding upon these affairs, and that neither should 

take any decisive step of which the o ther is not apprised. ' 

'Stay, ' he exclaimed, 'we have on our hands a sick man, a very sick man : 

it will be , I tell you frankly, a great misfortune if, one of these days , he should 

5 slip away from us , especially before all necessary arrangements were made . 

But, however , this i s not the t ime to speak to you on that ma t t e r . ' " 

The patient, in this bear ' s eyes , is so w e a k that he must eat him. Sir 

Hamilton, somewhat frightened at this "un fo reseen" diagnostic of the 

Muscovi te physician, answers in the t rue spirit of courtesy: 

10 "Your Majesty is so gracious that you will allow me one further observa

tion. Your Majesty says the man is sick; i t is very t rue ; but your Majesty 

will deign to excuse me if I remark , that it is the par t of the generous and 

strong to t reat with gentleness the sick and feeble man ." 

The British Embassador comforts himself by the consideration, that this 

15 concurrence on his part in the Czar ' s view of Turkey and sickness and his 

appeal to forbearance with the sick m a n did "a t least not give offense ." Thus 

ends Sir H. Seymour ' s repor t on his first confidential conversat ion with the 

Czar ; but , al though appearing a perfect court ier in this vis-à-vis, he has 

sufficient good sense to warn his cabinet and to tell t hem what follows: 

20 "Any over ture of this kind only tends to establish a di lemma. The di lemma 

seems to be this: I f her Majesty 's Government do not come to an unders tand

ing with Russia as to wha t is to happen in the event of the sudden downfall 

of Turkey, they will have the less reason for complaining if results displeasing 

to England should be prepared. If, on the contrary , her Majesty 's Govern-

25 ment should enter into the considerat ion of such eventualit ies, they make 

themselves in some degree consenting part ies to a catas t rophe which they 

have so much interest in warding off as long as possible ." 

Sir Hamil ton winds up his d ispatch wi th the following epigrammatic sen

tence : 

30 "The sum is probably this, tha t England has to desire a close concer t wi th 

Russia, with a view to preventing the downfall of Turkey—while Russia 

would be well pleased that the concer t should apply to the events by which 

this downfall is to be fol lowed." 

On the 14th of January , as Sir G.H. Seymour informs Lord J .Russel l , in 

35 his dispatch dated 22d January , 1853, he had another confidential interview 

with the Czar , whom "he found a lone ." The Autocra t condescended to give 

the English Embassador a lesson in Eas te rn affairs. The dreams and plans 

of the Empress Catherine II were known, bu t he did not indulge in them. 

On the contrary, in his opinion there existed, pe rhaps , only one danger for 

40 Russia, that of a further extension of his already too vast dominions. (Your 

readers will recollect tha t I alluded to this in extract ing a passage from the 
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dispatches of Count Pozzo di Borgo.) The status quo of Turkey , was the mos t 

consonant with Russian interests . On the one hand, the Turks had lost their 

spirit of military enterprise, and on the other , " this count ry was strong 

enough, or had hitherto been strong enough, to p rese rve its independence 

and to ensure respectful t rea tment from other count r ies . " But in that empire 5 

there happened to be several millions of Christ ians he must t ake care of, hard 

and " inconvenien t" as the task might be . To do this he was bound at once 

by his right, his duty and his religion. Then , all of a sudden, the Czar re turned 

to his parable of the sick man , the very sick man , whom they mus t by no 

means allow " to suddenly die on their h a n d s , " (de leur échapper.) "Chaos , 10 

confusion, and the certainty of a European war , mus t a t tend the ca tas t rophe, 

if it should occur unexpectedly, and before some ulterior system had been 

sketched." 
Having, thus , again given notice of the impending death of the Ot toman 

Empi re , the summons to England followed in conformity with the "eventual 15 

engagement" to discount the heritage in common with Russia. "Still , he 

avoids sketching his own ulterior sys tem," content ing himself by establish

ing, in a parl iamentary way , the main point to be kept in view in the event 

of a parti t ion. 

"I desire to speak to you as a friend and a gentleman. If England and I 20 

arrive at an unders tanding of this matter , as regards the rest , i t mat ters little 

to m e ; i t is indifferent to me what others do or think. Frankly , then, I tell 

you plainly, tha t if England thinks of establishing herself one of these days 

at Constant inople , I will not allow it. I do not at tr ibute this intention to you, 

bu t it is bet ter on these occasions to speak plainly; for my part , I am equally 25 

disposed to take the engagement not to establish myself there , as proprietor 

that is to say, for as occupier I do not say; i t might happen that c i rcumstances , 

if no previous provision were made , if everything should be left to chance , 

might place me in the position of occupying Constant inople ." 

England, therefore, will be forbidden to establish herself at Con- 30 

stantinople. The Czar will do so, if not as proprietor , at least in the quality 

of a t emporary occupier. The British Embassador thanked his Majesty for 

the f rankness of this declaration. Nicholas then alluded to his past con

versat ion wi th the Duke of Wellington, of which the memorandum of 1844 

is the record, and, as it were , the résumé. Passing to the quest ion of the 35 

day—to his claims to the Holy Places—the British Embassador expressed his 

fears : 

" T w o consequences that might be anticipated from the appearance of a 

Russ ian army—the one being the counter-demonstra t ion which might be 

p rovoked on the par t of F rance ; the other , and the more serious, the rising, 40 

on the par t of the Christ ian population, against the Sul tan 's authori ty, already 
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so much weakened by revol ts , and by a severe financial crisis. The Empero r 

assured me that no movement of his forces had ye t t aken place (n 'ont pas 

bougé), and expressed his hope that no advance would be required. With 

regard to a French Expedition to the Sultan's dominions, his Majesty in-
5 t imated that such a step would bring affairs to an immediate crisis; tha t a 

sense of honor would compel him to send his forces into Turkey without 

delay or hesitation: that if the resul t of such an advance should prove to be 

the over throw of the Grear Turk (le Grand Ture,) he should regret the event , 

bu t should feel that he had acted as he was compelled to d o . " 

10 The Czar has now given England the theme she has to work out , viz: to 

sketch an "ulterior sys t em" for superseding the Ot toman Empire , and " t o 

enter into a previous concer t as to everything relating to the establ ishment 

of a new order of things, in tended to replace tha t which now exis t s . " He 

encouraged his pupil by holding forth the prize he might gain from a success-

15 ful solution of this problem, dismissing him with the paternal advice: 

"A noble t r iumph would be obtained by the civilization of the Nine teen th 

century, if the void left by the extinction of M a h o m m e d a n rule in Eu rope 

could be filled up without an interruption of the general peace , in con

sequence of the precaut ions adopted by the two principal Governments the 

20 mos t interested in the destinies of T u r k e y . " 

England being thus summoned, Lord J . Russell appears and sends in his 

answer in a secret and confidential dispatch dated Feb . 9,1853. If Lord John 

had been fully aware of the Czar ' s perfidious plan to press England into a 

false position by the mere fact of her entering into secret communicat ions 

25 wi th him, as to the future part i t ion of an allied Sta te , he would have acted 

like the Czar , and have contented himself with making a verbal reply to Baron 

Brunnow, instead of dispatching an official Sta te paper to St. Petersburg. 

Before the secret papers were laid before the H o u s e , The Times had de

scribed Lord John ' s dispatch as a mos t powerful and "indignant refusal" of 

30 the Czar ' s proposals . In its yes te rday ' s number it wi thdraws its own eulogy 

of Lord John, declaring that " the document does not deserve the praise i t 

had been led, on imperfect information, to apply to i t . " L o r d John incurred 

the wra th of The Times in consequence of his declarat ion, in Fr iday ' s sitting 

of the Commons , that he certainly was not in the habit of making com-

35 munications to that paper , and that he had not even read the article alluding 

to his answer to Sir G.H. Seymour until three days after its publication. 

Any one acquainted with the humble and abject tone assumed by every 

English Minister since 1814, Canning not even excepted, in their com

munications with Russia, will be forced to o w n that L o r d John ' s dispatch 

40 is to be regarded as a heroic performance on the par t of tha t little ear thman. 

The document having the character of an important contribution to history, 
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and being proper to illustrate the development of negotiat ions, your readers 

will be glad to be acquainted with it in extenso. 

" L o r d John Russell to Sir G.H. Seymour . 

(Secret and Confidential) 

Foreign Office, February 9, 1853. 5 

Sir: I have received, and laid before the Queen , your secret and confidential 

d ispatch of the 22d of January. Her Majesty, upon this as upon former 

occas ions , i s happy to acknowledge the moderat ion, the f rankness , and the 

friendly disposition of his Imperial Majesty. Her Majesty has directed me 

to reply in the same spirit of tempera te , candid, and amicable discussion. The 10 

quest ion raised by his Imperial Majesty is a very serious one . It is, supposing 

the contingency of the dissolution of the Turkish Empi re to be probable , or 

even imminent , whether it is not bet ter to be provided beforehand for a 

cont ingency, than to incur the chaos , confusion, and the certainty of an 

E u ropean war , all of which mus t at tend the ca tas t rophe if it should occur 15 

unexpectedly , and before some ulterior system has b e e n sketched; this is 

the point , said his Imperial Majesty, to which I am desirous that you should 

call the at tention of your Government . In considering this grave question, 

the first reflection that occurs to her Majesty 's Government is that no actual 

crisis has occurred which renders necessary a solution of this vas t Eu ropean 20 

problem. Disputes have arisen respect ing the Holy Places , bu t these are 

without the sphere of the internal government of Turkey , and concern Russia 

and F rance ra ther than the Sublime Por te . Some dis turbance of the relations 

be tween Austr ia and the Porte has been caused by the Turkish a t tack on 

Montenegro ; but this again relates ra ther to dangers affecting the frontier 25 

of Austr ia , than the authority and safety of the Sul tan; so that there is no 

sufficient cause for intimating to the Sultan that he cannot keep peace at 

h o m e , or preserve friendly relations with his neighbors. I t occurs further to 

her Majes ty ' s Government to remark that the even t which is contemplated 

is not definitely fixed in point of t ime. W h e n William III . and Louis XIV. 30 

disposed, by treaty, of the succession of Charles II . of Spain, they were 

providing for an event which could not be far off. The infirmities of the 

sovereign of Spain, and the certain end of any h u m a n life, made the con

t ingency in prospec t both sure and near. The death of the Spanish king was 

in no way has tened by the treaty of partit ion. The same thing may be said 35 

of the provision made in the last century for the disposal of Tuscany , upon 

the decease of the last prince of the house of Medici . But the contingency 

of the dissolution of the Ot toman empire is of another kind. It may happen 

twenty , fifty, or a hundred years hence . In these circumstances it would 

hardly be consistent with the friendly feelings toward the Sultan which 40 
animate the Emperor of Russia, no less than the Queen of Great Britain, to 
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dispose beforehand of the provinces under his dominion. Besides this con

sideration, however , i t mus t be observed, that an agreement made in such 

a case tends very surely to has ten the contingency for which it is intended 

to provide. Austr ia and France could not , in fairness, be kept in ignorance 

5 of the t ransact ion, nor would such concea lment be consis tent with the end 

of preventing an European war . Indeed, such concealment cannot be in

tended by his Imperial Majesty. I t is to be inferred that , as soon as Great 

Britain and Russia should have agreed on the course to be pursued, and have 

determined to enforce it, they should communica te their intentions to the 

10 Grea t Powers of Europe . An agreement thus made and thus communica ted 

would not be very long a secret ; and while i t would alarm and alienate the 

Sultan, the knowledge of its exis tence would stimulate all his enemies to 

increased violence and more obst inate conflict. They would fight with the 

conviction that they mus t ult imately t r iumph; while the Sultan 's generals and 

15 t roops would feel that no immediate success could save their cause from final 

over throw. Thus would be p roduced and s trengthened that very anarchy 

which is now feared, and the foresight of the friends of the patient would 

prove the cause of his death . H e r Majes ty ' s Government need scarcely 

enlarge on the dangers a t tendant on the execut ion of any similar convent ion. 

20 The example of the succession war is enough to show how little such agree

ments are respected when a pressing tempta t ion urges their violation. The 

posit ion of the Empero r of Russ ia as deposi tary, bu t not proprietor , of Con

stantinople, would be exposed to number less hazards , bo th from the long 

cherished ambition of his own nation and the jealousies of Europe . The 

25 ult imate proprietor, whoever he might be , would hardly be satisfied with the 

inert , supine att i tude of the heirs of Mahomet II . A great influence on the 

affairs of Europe seems naturally to belong to the Sovereign of Con

stantinople, holding the gates of the Medi ter ranean and the Black Sea. Tha t 

influence might be used in favor of Russia; i t might be used to control and 

30 curb her power. His Imperial Majesty has just ly and wisely said: My country 

is so vast , so happily c i rcumstanced in every way, that i t would be un

reasonable in me to desire more terr i tory or more power than I possess . On 

the contrary, he observed, our great , pe rhaps our only danger, is that which 

would arise from an extension given to an Empi re already too large. A 

35 vigorous and ambitious State , replacing the Sublime Por te , might, however , 

render war on the par t of Russ ia a necessi ty for the Emperor or his suc

cessors . Thus European conflict would arise from the very means t aken to 

prevent it; for neither England nor F rance , nor probably Austr ia , would be 

content to see Constant inople permanent ly in the hands of Russia. On the 

40 par t of Great Britain, Her Majes ty ' s Government at once declare that they 

renounce all intention or wish to hold Constant inople. His Imperial Majesty 
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m a y be quite secure upon this head. They are likewise ready to give an 

assurance that they will enter into no agreement to provide for the con

t ingency of the fall of Turkey without previous communicat ion with the 

Empero r of Russia. U p o n the whole, then , Her Majesty 's Government are 

pe rsuaded that no course of policy can be adopted more wise , more disinter- 5 

es ted, more beneficial to Europe , than that which His Imperial Majesty has 

so long followed, and which will render his name more illustrious than that 

of the most famous sovereigns who have sought immortali ty by unprovoked 

conques t and ephemeral glory. With a view to the success of this policy, it 

is desirable that the u tmost forbearance should be manifested toward Tur- 10 

key ; that any demands which the great Powers of Eu rope may have to make 

should be made matter of friendly negotiation ra ther than of peremptory 

demand ; that military and naval demonstrat ions to coerce the Sultan should 

as much as possible be avoided; that differences with respect to matters 

affecting Turkey , within the competence of the Sublime Por te , should be 15 

decided after mutual concer t be tween the Great Powers , and not be forced 

upon the weakness of the Turkish Government . To these cautions her 

Majesty 's Government wish to add that , in their view, i t is essential tha t the 

Sultan should be advised to t reat his Christ ian subjects in conformity with 

the principles of equity and religious freedom which prevail generally among 20 

the enlightened nations of Europe . The more the Turkish Government adopts 

the rules of impartial law and equal administration, the less will t he Emperor 

of Russ ia find i t necessary to apply that exceptional protect ion which his 

Imperial Majesty has found so bur thensome and inconvenient , though no 

doubt prescr ibed by duty and sanctioned by t reaty. Y o u may read this dis- 25 

pa tch to Count Nesse l rode , and if i t is desired you may yourself place a copy 

of i t in the hands of the Emperor . In that case you will accompany its presen

ta t ion with those assurances of friendship and confidence on the part of her 

Majesty the Queen, which the conduct of his Imperial Majesty was so sure 

to inspire. I am etc , J .Russe l l . " 30 

I am obliged to pos tpone the conclusion of this analysis to my next letter. 

Before concluding, however , I will give you, in addit ion to previous com

municat ions , the mos t recent news I have obtained, from a source not other

wise accessible to the public, regarding the at t i tude and plans of Prussia. 

W h e n the conflict be tween Russia on the one hand, and the Anglo-French 35 

Alliance on the other , already reached a certain climax, the Emperor Nicho

las dispatched an autograph letter to his brother-in-law at Berlin, in which 

he s ta ted that though England and France might do him some damage at sea 

he feared nothing from them on land, having 600,000 soldiers ready to take 

the field at the end of April. Of these he would place 200,000 at the disposition 40 

of Freder ic William, if the letter engaged himself to march on Paris and 
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dethrone Louis Napoleon. The imbecile king was so much taken in by this 

proposi t ion that Manteuffel required three days ' discussion to dissuade him 

from taking the pledge. So much for the King. 

As to Herr von Manteuffel himself, the "great cha rac te r " of whom the 

5 Prussian middle classes are so proud, the whole man lies open, as in a 

nutshell, in his secret instructions sent to Mr. Bunsen , his Embassador at 

London , a t the same period as the above Russian letter was received, and 

which came into my possess ion through certainly a different manner than 

that by which Mr. Bunsen possessed himself of my private let ters. The 

10 contents of these instructions, betraying in the arrogant ambiguity of their 

style at once the schoolmaster and the drill-sergeant, are nearly as follows: 

" L o o k sharp whence the wind b lows. If you observe that England is in 

earnest alliance with France , and determined to push on the war , take your 

stand on the 'integrity and independence ' of Turkey. If you observe her 

15 wavering in policy and disinclined to war , out with your lance and break it 

cheerfully for the honor and character of the king, my master and you r s . " 

Is the autocrat wrong then in treat ing Prussia as a nonent i ty? 

Kar l Marx. 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4050, 11. April 1854 

The Secret Diplomatic Correspondence. 

From Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, March 24, 1854. 

Although L o r d J . Russel l ' s dispatch may , upon the whole , be described as a 

polite refusal of the Czar ' s proposit ion to enter into a previous concer t on 5 

the eventual parti t ion of Turkey, there occur some very strange passages , 

to which I call the attention of your readers . Lord John says: 

"There is no sufficient reason for intimating to the Sultan tha t he cannot 

keep peace at home , or preserve friendly relations with his ne ighbors ." 

N o w , nowhere in the confidential communicat ions of Sir H. Seymour do 10 

we meet an allusion to the Czar having proposed to int imate to the Sultan 

anything of the sort. We must , therefore, conclude either that Lord Russell , 

while stimulating opposit ion to such a s tep, meant to insinuate it himself, or 

that some of Sir Hamil ton 's confidential communicat ions are suppressed in 

the papers laid before the House . The mat ter looks the more suspicious as , 15 

only 16 days later, on Feb . 25,1853, Lord Clarendon, on his accession to the 

Foreign Office, gave the following instructions to Lord Stratford de Red

cliffe: 

"Your Excel lency will, with all the frankness and unreserve that may be 

consis tent with prudence , and the dignity of the Sultan, explain the reasons 20 

which lead H e r Majesty 's Government to fear tha t the Ot toman Empi re i s 

now in a posit ion of peculiar danger. The accumulated grievances of foreign 

nations which the Porte is unable or unwilling to redress , the mal-administra-

tion of its own affairs, and the increasing weakness of executive power in 
Turkey, have caused the allies of the Porte latterly to assume a tone alike 25 

novel and alarming, and which, if persevered in, may lead to a general revolt 

of the Christ ian subjects of the Por te , and p rove fatal to the independence 

and integrity of the Empire , a catas t rophe tha t would be deeply deplored by 
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Her Majesty 's Government , bu t which i t is their duty to represent to the Por te 

as considered probable and impending by some of the Great European 

P o w e r s . " (See the Blue Books on the Rights and Privileges of the Lat in and 

Greek Churches . Vol. 1, pages 81 and 82.) 

5 Was this not "intimating" to the Sultan, on the par t of England, in plain 

words : " tha t he cannot keep peace a t h o m e or preserve friendly relat ions 

with his neighbors"? The Czar had told Sir Hamil ton in a very off-hand way 

that he would not allow England to establish herself at Constantinople, bu t 

that he on his part , intended to establish himself there , if not as proprietor, 

10 at least as depositary. H o w does L o r d J o h n reply to this impert inent an

nouncement? In the name of Grea t Britain he renounces "all intention or wish 

to hold Constant inople ." He exacts no similar pledge from the Czar. " T h e 

posit ion of the Empero r of Russ ia , " he says "as depositary, bu t not proprie

tor, of Constant inople, would be exposed to number less hazards , bo th from 

15 the long-cherished ambition of his own nat ion and the jealousies of E u r o p e . " 

The jealousies of Eu rope , bu t not the opposi t ion of England! As to England, 

she would no t allow—no—Lord John Russell dares not speak to Russia in the 

same tone in which Russia speaks to England—she would "not be content 

to see Constantinople permanently in the hands of Russ ia ." She will, then , 

20 be content to see it temporarily so. In other words she fully concurs in the 

Czar ' s own proposal . She will not allow wha t he himself renounces , but is 

prepared to suffer what he intends doing. 

N o t " con ten t " with installing the Czar as the eventual deposi tary of 

Constant inople, Lord John Russel l declares in the name of the English 

25 Government that " they will enter into no agreement to provide for the 

contingency of the fall of Turkey without previous communicat ion to Rus

sia." Tha t is to say, although the Czar told Sir H. Seymour that he had entered 

into an agreement with Austr ia before making any previous communicat ion 

to England, she on her par t pledges herself to communica te with Russia 

30 previously to entering into an agreement with France . 

" U p o n the who le , " says Lord John, "no course of policy can be adopted 

more wise, more disinterested, more beneficial to E u r o p e than that which his 

Imperial Majesty has so long fol lowed." 

His Cossack Majesty happens to have followed, without ever swerving 

35 from it, the policy inaugurated at his access ion to the throne , and which the ' 

liberal Lord John declares to have been so disinterested and so beneficial 

to Europe . 

The ostensible and main point of dispute in the present Eas te rn com

plication is Russia ' s claim to a religious protec tora te over the Greek Chris-

40 tians in the Ot toman Empire . The Czar , far from disguising his pretent ions , 

told Sir Hamil ton plainly that " b y t reaty he has a right to wa tch over those 
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several mill ions," that he " m a d e a modera te and sparing use of his r ight ," 

and that i t was "a t tended with obligations occasionally ve ry inconvenient ." 

Does Lord John Russell give him to unders tand tha t there exists no such 

t rea ty , and that the Czar had no such right? Tha t he had no more right to 

meddle with the Greek subjects of Turkey than England with the Protes tant 5 

subjects of Russia, or F rance with the I r ishmen of Grea t Britain? Let him 

answer for himself. 

" H e r Majesty 's Government wish to add, that in their view, i t is essential 

tha t the Sultan should be advised to t rea t his Christ ian subjects in conformity 

with the principles of equity and religious fredom. *** The more the Turkish 10 

Government adopts the rules of equal law and impartial administration, the 

less will the Emperor of Russia find it necessary to apply that exceptional 

protection which his Imperial Majesty has found so bu rdensome though no 

doubt prescribed by duty and sanctioned by treaty." 
Russia ' s exceptional protectorate over the subjects of the Por te sanctioned 15 

by treaty! No doubt about that , says Lord John , and L o r d John is an hones t 

man , and Lord John speaks in the name of Her Majes ty ' s Government , and 

Lord John addresses the Autocra t himself. What , then , is England quarelling 

about wi th Russia , and why doubling the Income tax, and troubling the world 

with warlike preparat ion? What was Lord John ' s business when , some weeks 20 

ago, he arose in Parl iament, with the aspects , and in the tone of a Cassandra , 

screaming and bouncing and gesticulating bombas t ic imprecat ions against 

the faithlessness and perfidy of the Czar? Had [he] no t himself declared to 

Caesar that Caesar's claims to the exclusive protectorate were "prescr ibed 

by duty and sanctioned by t r e a t y ? " 25 

What the coalition had to complain of, was certainly no dissimulation or 

reserve of the Czar ' s but , on the contrary, the impudent familiarity with 

which he dared to unbosom himself before them and make them the vessels 

of his most secret designs, thus transforming the cabinet of Downing-st . into 

a pr ivate cabinet in the Alexander Newski . A man confides to you his in- 30 

tent ion to murder your friend. He entreats you to enter with him upon a 

previous concer t about the booty. I f the man be Empero r of Russia and you 

an English Minister, you will not call h im to the bar , bu t t hank him in humble 

te rms for the great confidence placed in you, and feel happy " to acknowledge 

his moderat ion, f rankness and friendly disposi t ion," as L o r d John Russell 35 

did. 

Le t us re turn to St. Petersburg. 

On the night of the 20th Feb.—only eight days before Pr ince Menchikoff 's 

arrival a t Constantinople—the Autocra t came up to Sir Hamil ton Seymour 

at the soirée of the Grand Duchess Heredi ta ry ' s , w h e n the following con- 40 

versa t ion takes place be tween these two "gen t l emen:" 
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The Czar : 

"Well , so you have got your answer , and you are to bring i t to me to-mor

r o w . " 

Sir Hamil ton: 

5 "I am to have that honor , Sire, bu t your Majesty is aware that the nature 

of the reply is very exactly wha t I had led you to expec t . " 

The Czar: 

" S o I was sorry to hear ; but I think your Government does no t well 

unders tand my objects . I am not so eager about what shall be done when 

10 the sick man dies, as I am to determine with England what shall not be done 

upon that event taking p lace ." 

Sir Hamil ton: 

"But , Sire, allow me to observe that we have no reason to think that the 

sick man is dying; countr ies do no t die in such a hurry . Turkey will remain 

15 for many a year , unless some unforeseen crisis should occur . It is precisely, 

Sire, for the avoidance of all c i rcumstances likely to produce such a crisis 

that Her Majesty 's Government reckons upon your generous ass is tance ." 

The Czar: 

"I will tell you that if your Government has been led to believe that Turkey 

20 retains any elements of existence your Government must have received 

incorrect information. I repeat to you that the sick man is dying; and we can 

never allow such an event to take us by surprise. We must come to some 

understanding. And remember , I do not ask for a t rea ty or a protocol ; a 

general understanding is all I require—that between gentlemen is sufficient. 

25 So no more for the presen t ; you will come to me to -mor row." 

Sir Hamil ton " thanked His Majesty very cordial ly," but having hardly left 

t he Imperial saloon and re turned home , suspicion overcomes him, he sits 

d o w n at his desk, repor ts to L o r d John on the conversat ion, and sums up 

his letter with these striking marginal no tes : 

30 " I t can hardly be otherwise but that the Sovereign who insists with such 

pertinacity upon the impending fall of a neighboring State, must have settled 

in his own mind that the hour , if not of its dissolution, at all events for its 

dissolution mus t be at hand. * * This assumpt ion would hardly be ventured 

upon unless some, perhaps general, but at all events intimate understanding, 

35 existed between Russia and Austria. 

Supposing my suspicion to be well founded, the Emperor's object is to 

engage Her Majesty's Government, in conjunction with his own Cabinet and 

that of Vienna, in some scheme for the ultimate partition of Turkey, and for 

the exclusion of France from the arrangement." 

40 This dispatch arrived at L o n d o n on the 6th of March , when Lord Russel l 

was already supplanted in the Foreign Office by L o r d Clarendon. The im-
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press ion produced on the mind of this whining lover of Turkey by the 

Embassador ' s anxious warnings is quite surprising. Being fully aware of the 

Czar ' s t reacherous design to parti t ion Turkey to the exclusion of F rance , he 

tells Count Walewski, the French Embassador a t London , that " t h e y , " in 

contradist inct ion to France , "were disposed to place reliance in the Emperor 5 

of Russia"— that "a policy of suspicion was neither wise nor safe"—and that 

"al though he hoped the Governments of England and France would always 

act together , when their policy and their interests were identical, yet he must 

frankly say that the recent proceedings of the French Government were not 

the best calculated to secure that desirable result." (See Blue Books , vol. 1, 10 
pp .93 and 98.) 

Be it also remarked, en passant, that at the same t ime w h e n the Czar 

indoctr inated the British Embassador at St. Petersburg, The Times was 

repeat ing at London , day after day, that the state of Turkey was despera te , 

tha t the Ot toman Empire was crumbling to pieces and tha t there remained 15 

nothing of it except the phantom of "a Turk ' s head dressed up in a tu rban ." 

The morning after the interview at the Imperial soirée Sir G.H. Seymour , 

according to the invitation received, waits upon the Czar and a "dialogue 

lasting one hour and twelve minu tes" takes place be tween them, on which 

he repor ts again in his dispatch to Lord J .Russel l , da ted Feb .22 , 1853. 20 

The Empero r began by desiring Sir Hamil ton to read to him aloud Lord 

John ' s secret and confidential dispatch of the 9th of February . T h e declara

t ions conta ined in this dispatch he declared, of course to be very satis

factory; he "could only desire that they should be a little amplified." He 

repeated that a Turkish catas t rophe was constant ly impending, and 25 

" tha t i t might be brought about a t any moment , either by an external war , 

or by a feud be tween the old Turkish party and tha t of the ' new superficial 

F rench reforms, ' or again, by a rising of the Christ ians, a l ready known to 

be very impatient of shaking off the Mussu lman y o k e . " 

He does not allow the opportuni ty to slip wi thout bringing forth his 30 

worn-out b ravado , that "if he had not s topped the victorious progress of 

Gen. Diebitch, in 1829, the Sultan 's authori ty would have been at an 

end"—while it is a notorious fact, tha t of the 200,000 men he had then marched 

into Turkey 50,000 only re turned to their homes , and the res t of Diebitch 's 

army would have been annihilated on the plains of Adrianople but for the 35 

combined t reason of Turkish Pashas and foreign Embassado r s . 

He insists on his not requiring a system altogether arranged be tween 

England and Russia, as to the previous disposal of the provinces ruled by 

the Sultan, and still less a formal agreement to be concluded be tween the 

two Cabinets , bu t only some general unders tanding or exchange of opinions, 40 

each par ty confidentially stating wha t i t did not wish, 
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"wha t would be contrary to English interests , wha t would be contrary to 

Russian interests , in order that , the case occurring, they might avoid acting 

in opposi t ion to each o the r . " 

By such a negative unders tanding the Czar would obtain all he cares for: 

5 1st, the breaking up of the Ot toman Empi re settled be tween England and 

Russia as a fait accompli, al though in a negative and conditional form, while 

i t would rest with h im so to embroil mat ters as to be able to declare to 

England, with some show of reason, that the contingency foreseen had 

arrived. Secondly, a secret plan of act ion be tween England and Russia, how-

10 ever vague and negative, brought about behind the back and to the exclusion 

of France , and thus necessari ly setting England and France by the ears . 

Thirdly, England being restrained by her negative pledges as to wha t she 

would not do , he would have liberty to e laborate very tranquilly his own plan 

of positive action. Besides , i t is evident that two par t ies agreeing as to wha t 

15 they will nor allow each other to do, in a given case , are only settling in an 

evasive way what they will. This negative sort of unders tanding gives only 

the greater facilites to the more cunning of the two part ies . 

"Pe rhaps your Majes ty ," perplexed Sir Hamil ton mut tered , "would be 

good enough to explain your own ideas upon this negative policy." The Czar, 

20 after some show of coy res is tance, feigns to yield under the gentle pressure 

and made the following highly remarkable declarat ion: 

"I will not tolerate the permanent occupat ion of Constant inople by the 

Russ ians ; having said this, I will say that it never shall be held by the English, 

or French , or any other great nat ion. Again, I never will permit an a t tempt 

25 at the reconstruct ion of a Byzant ine empire , or such an extension of Greece 

as would render her a powerful S ta te ; still less will I permit the breaking up 

of Turkey into little republics, asylums for the Kossu ths and Mazzinis and 

other revolutionists of E u r o p e ; ra ther than submit to any of these arrange

ments I would go to war, and as long as I have a man and a musket left would 

30 carry it on . " 

No Byzant ine empire, no powerful extension of Greece , no confederat ion 

of little republics—nothing of the sort. What , then, does he want? There was 

no need for the British Embassador to guess . The Empero r himself, in the 

course of the dialogue, burs ts upon his interlocutor with the following propo-

35 sition: 

"The Principalities are in fact an independent Sta te under my protect ion; 

this might so cont inue. Servia might receive the same form of government . 

So again wi th Bulgaria. There seems to be no reason w h y this province should 

not form an independent state. As to Egypt , I quite unders tand the im-

40 por tance to England of that terri tory. I can then only say, that if, in the event 

of a distribution of the Ot toman succession upon the fall of the Empire , you 
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should t ake possess ion of Egypt , I shall have no object ions to offer. I would 

say the same thing of Candía; that island might suit you , and I do not know 

why i t should not become an English possess ion ." 

Thus he proves that " in the event of the dissolution of the Ot toman Empi re , 

it might be less difficult to arrive at a satisfactory territorial ar rangement than 5 

was commonly bel ieved." He declares frankly wha t he wants—the partition 

of Turkey—and he gives the clearest possible outlines of that parti t ion; clear 

as well from what he reveals as from what his silence conceals . Egypt and 

Candia for England. The Principalities, Servia and Bulgaria to exist as vassal 

s tates of Russia. Turkish Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina he intentionally 10 

abstains from mentioning, to be incorporated with Austr ia . Greece to be 

ex tended in a "no t powerful way"—say lower Thessa ly and par t of Albania. 

Constant inople to be temporari ly occupied by the Czar , and then to become 

the capital of a State comprising Macedonia , Thracia , and wha t remains of 

Turkey in Europe . But w h o is to be the definitive possessor of that little 15 

empire , perhaps to be aggrandized by some port ions of Anatol ia? He keeps 

close u p o n that point, but i t is no secret that he has some one in reserve for 

that pos t , viz: his younger son, who longs for an empire of his own. A n d 

France—is she to receive nothing at all? Perhaps so. But n o : she is to be put 

off with—who will believe it?—with Tunis. " O n e of her ob jec t s , " he tells Sir 20 

Hamil ton, " is the possession of Tun i s , " and pe rhaps , in the event of a par

tition of the Ot toman Empire , he might be so magnanimous as to indulge 

her appet i te for Tunis . 

The Czar speaks throughout in an affected tone of the mos t haughty 

disdain of F rance . " I t looks very much , " he says , " a s if t he F rench Govern- 25 

men t were endeavoring to embroil us all in the E a s t . " As for himself, he 

cares no t a s traw about it: 

" F o r his own par t , he cared very little wha t line the F rench might think 

proper to take in Eas tern affairs, and that little more than a month ago he 

had apprised the Sultan that if his assis tance was required for resisting the 30 

menaces of the French , i t was entirely at the service of the Sultan! 

In a word , the Emperor went on to observe , 'As I before told you, all I 

want is a good unders tanding with England, and this no t as to wha t shall, 

bu t as to wha t shall not be done ; this point arrived at the English Government 

and I, I and the English Government having entire confidence in one anoth- 35 

er ' s v iews, I care nothing about the r e s t . ' " 

"Bu t your Majesty has forgotten Austr ia!" exclaims Sir Hamil ton. 

" O h ! " replied the Emperor , greatly to his surprise, " b u t you mus t under

stand tha t when I speak of Russia I speak of Austria as well; what suits 
the one suits the other; our interests as regards Turkey are perfectly 40 

ident ical ." 
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W h e n he says Russia, he says Austr ia . As to Montenegro , he states ex

plicitly " tha t he approved the att i tude taken by the Austr ian Cabine t . " 

Having t reated in a former conversa t ion the Sultan as the "Grand T u r k " 

of the Vaudeville, he designs h im now, after the fashion of Paul de Kock, 

5 as "Ce monsieur. " And how forbearing did he not behave toward ce mon-

sieur?He has only dispatched a Menchikoff to Constant inople. "If he chose , 

he certainly could send an army there—there is nothing to stop t hem," as he 

proved afterward at Oltenitza and Tsheta te , and by bis own army's glorious 

re t i rement from Kalafat . 

10 His Cossack Majesty dismissed Sir Hamil ton wi th the words : "Well , 

induce your Government to wri te again on these subjects—to write more 

fully, and to do so without hesi ta t ion." 

On the 7th of March, shortly after this curious dialogue, or , ra ther , mono

logue, the British Embassador is summoned to appear before Count Nessel-

15 rode , who places in his hands "a very confidential memorandum which his 

Imperial Majesty had caused to be d rawn up , and which was intended as an 

answer to , or a comment upon, the communicat ion of Lord John Russe l l . " 

Count Nessel rode invites him to read the paper , "which , in fact, was intended 

for his u s e . " Sir Hamil ton, accordingly, peruses the document , and he who 

20 had not found a single w o r d of protes t against the Muscovi te ' s e laborate 

insults against F rance , all of a sudden t rembles at discovering that " the 

impression under which i t has been f ramed is an incorrect one ; tha t im

pression being evidently that , in the disputes carried on be tween Russia and 

France , her Majesty 's Government had leant partially to the latter power . " 

25 The very next morning he hastily sends a billet-doux to Count Nesse l rode , 

asserting that , " f a r from having inclined, as has been stated, to France , in 

the course of the late critical t ransact ions , i t has been the desire of the 

Queen ' s advisers , to the full extent permitted (!) to a Government compelled 

(!!) to observe a neutral a t t i tude, that ample satisfaction shall be given to the 

30 demands which his Imperial Majesty 's Government were justified in mak

ing." 

In consequence of this begging letter, Sir Hamil ton has , of course , another 

"very amicable and satisfactory conversa t ion with the Chancel lor ," who 

comforts the British Embassador with the assurance that he had misunder-

35 stood one passage of the Emperor ' s memorandum which did not intend 

reproaching England with any partiality for F rance . "Al l , " said Count 

Nessel rode, " tha t was desired here was that , while appealing to the Em

peror's magnanimity and feelings of justice, the British Government should 

employ some efforts toward opening the eyes of the French Minister ." There 

40 is nothing wanted "here " but England 's creeping and cringing before the 

Kalmuk, and assuming a tone of dictatory severi ty against the Frenchman. 
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To convince the Chancellor of the conscientious manner in which the British 

Government had executed the latter part of their service, Sir Hamil ton reads 

him an extract from one of Lord John Russel l 's d ispatches , " a s a specimen 

of the language held by an English Minister against the French Government . " 

Count Nessel rode finds his boldest expectat ions surpassed. He only " r e - 5 
gret ted that he had not long ago been put in possess ion of evidence so 

conclusive." 
The Russian memorandum in answer to Lord John ' s dispatch is described 

by Sir Hamil ton as "one of the most remarkable papers which have been 

issued, not from the Russian Chancellery, bu t from the Emperor ' s secret 10 

Cabinet ." So it is. But it is superfluous to dwell on it, as it merely resumes 

the views of the Czar as developed in his dia logue." It impresses upon the 

British Government that " t h e result , whatever i t might be , of these com

municat ions , should remain a secret be tween the two Sovereigns ." The 

Czar ' s system, it observes , has , " a s admittedby the English Cabinet itself, 15 

been always one of fo rbearance" against the Por te . F rance had adopted 

another line of conduct , thus compelling Russia and Austr ia to act in their 

turn by intimidation. In the whole memorandum Russia and Austr ia are 

identified. One of the causes which might lead to the immediate downfall 

of Turkey , is expressly stated to be the Question of the Holy Shrines, and 20 

" the religious sentiments of the or thodox Greeks offended by the con

cessions made to the La t ins . " At the close of the memorandum "no less 

p rec ious" than the assurances contained in Russel l 's dispatch, are declared 

to be " the proofs of friendship and personal confidence on the part of Her 
Majesty the Queen, which Sir Hamil ton Seymour had been directed on this 25 

occasion to impart to the Emp er o r . " These "proofs" oí Queen Victoria 's 

allegiance to the Czar have been wisely withheld from the British public, but 

may perhaps , one of these days , appear in the Journal de St. Pétersbourg. 

In comment ing upon his dialogue with the Empero r and on the Muscovi te 

memorandum, Sir Hamil ton again draws the at tention of his Cabinet to the 30 

position of Austr ia: 

"Assuming, as a certain, and now acknowledged fact, the exis tence of an 

unders tanding or compact be tween the two Empero r s as to Turkish affairs, 

i t becomes of the deepest importance to know the extent of the engagements 

entered into be tween them. As to the manner in which i t has been concluded, 35 

I conjecture that little doubt is to be entertained. 

Its basis was , no doubt , laid at some of the meet ings be tween the Sover

eigns which took place in the au tumn; and the scheme has probably been 

worked out since under the management of Baron Meyendorff, the Russian 

Envoy at the Austr ian Court , who has been passing the winter at St. Peters- 40 

burg, and is still h e r e . " 
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Does the British Government on receiving these revelat ions, call Austr ia 

to account? No , i t finds fault with France only. After the Russian invasion 

of the Principalities, it appoints Austr ia as mediator , chooses Vienna, of all 

other towns , for the seat of the conference , hands over to Count Buoi the 

5 direction of the negotiations, and to this very momen t continues to stultify 

France into the belief that Austr ia is likely to be a sincere ally in a war against 

the Muscovi te and for the integrity and independence of the Ot toman 

Empire , although it knew for longer than a twelvemonth that Austr ia had 

agreed to the d ismemberment of that Empi re . 

10 On March 19, Sir Hamil ton 's repor t on his dialogue with the Czar 

arr ived at London . Lord Clarendon now fills the place of Lord John, and 

continues to improve upon his predecessor . Four days after the receipt of 

that startling communicat ion, in which the Czar no longer deigns to dis

simulate, but frankly reveals his conspiracy against Turkey and France , the 

15 noble Earl sends to Sir Hamil ton the following dispatch: 

" H e r Majesty 's Government regret that the alarm and irritation which 

prevail a t Paris should have induced the F rench Government to order their 

fleet to sail for the waters of Greece ; but the posit ion in which the French 

Government s tands in many respects is different f rom that of Her Majesty 's 

20 Government . They have not, to the knowledge of H e r Majesty 's Govern

ment , assurances from the Empero r as to the policy he was determined to 

follow toward Turkey . " (See Blue Books , vol. 1, page 95.) 

If the Czar had communicated to F rance also that " the sick man was 

dying," and a complete plan for sharing his succession, France , of course , 

25 would have felt nei ther alarm nor hesitation as to the fate of Turkey, the real 

objects of Prince Menchikoff 's mission, and the Empero r of Russia ' s im

movable determination to maintain the integrity and independence of the 

Empire , which he averred conta ined " n o e lements of ex is tence ." 

On the same 23d of March , the Ear l of Clarendon sends another dispatch 

30 to Sir Hamil ton Seymour , one not " c o o k e d " for the Blue Books , but the 

secret answer to the secret communicat ion from St. Petersburg. Sir Hamil ton 

had closed his report of the dialogue with the very judicious suggestion: 

"I might venture to suggest that some expression might be used in the 

dispatch to be addressed to me which might have the effect of putting an 
35 end to the further consideration, or , at all even ts , discussion of points which 

it is highly desirable should not be regarded as offering subject for debate. " 

The Ear l of Clarendon, who feels himself the t rue man to handle hot coals , 

acts in strict compliance with the Czar ' s invitation, and in direct contra

vention to his own Embassador ' s warning. He commences his dispatch by 

40 declaring that " H e r Majesty 's Government gladly comply with the Em

peror ' s wish that the subject should be further and frankly d iscussed." The 
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Empero r is "entitled" to " the most cordial declarat ion of opinion" on their 
par t , because of the "generous conf idence" placed in them that they will help 
h im dismembering Turkey, betraying France , and in the contingency of the 
over throw of the Ot toman rule, suppressing all possible efforts on the par t 
of the Christ ian populations to form free and independent States . " H e r 5 
Majes ty ' s Governmen t , " continues the freeborn Bri ton, "a re fully aware 
that , in the event of any unders tanding with reference to future contingencies 
being expedient , or indeed possible, the word of His ImperialMajesiy would 
be preferable to any Convent ion that could be f ramed." 

At all events , his word mus t be as good as any Convent ion that could be 10 
f ramed with him, the law advisers of the British Crown having long ago 

declared all treaties with Russia at an end, through violations on her part. 
" H e r Majesty 's Government persevere in the belief, that Turkey still 

p reserves the elements of exis tence ." To prove the sincerity of that belief, 
t he Ear l gently adds : 15 

"If the opinion of the Emperor , tha t the days of the Turkish Empire were 
numbered , became notor ious its downfall mus t occur even sooner than His 
Imperial Majesty now appears to expec t . " 

The Calmuk, then, has only to divulge his opinion tha t the sick man is 
dying, and the man is dead. An enviable sort of vitality this! There is wanted 20 
no blast of the t rumpets of Jer icho. One breath from the Emperor ' s august 
mouth , and the Ot toman Empi re falls to pieces. 

" H e r Majes ty ' s Government entirely share the opinion of the Emperor , 
tha t the occupat ion of Constantinople by either of the great Powers would 
be incompatible with the present balance of power and the maintenance of 25 
peace in Europe , and must a t once be regarded as impossible; that there are 
no elements for the reconstruct ion of a Byzant ine Empi re ; that the system
atic misgovernment of Greece offers no encouragement to ex tend its terri to
rial dominion; and that , as rnere are no materials for provincial or communal 

government, anarchy would be the result of leaving the provinces of Turkey 30 
to themselves , or permitt ing them to form separate republ ics . " 

Observe that the British Minister, pros t ra te at the feet of his Tar tar master 
and servilely reechoing his words , i s not ashamed even to repeat the mon
strous lie that in Turkey there are "no elements for provincial or communal 
government , " while it is precisely the great development of communal and 35 
provincial life that has enabled Turkey to wi ths tand till now the heaviest 
shocks bo th from without and from within. By indorsing all the Czar ' s 
premises the British Ministry justifies all the conclusions he intends to draw 
therefrom. 

In the contingency of a dissolution of the Turkish Empi re , says the gallant 40 
Ear l , " t h e only mode by which a pacific solution could be a t tempted would 
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be that of a European Congress . " But he is afraid of the consequences of 

such a Congress—not because of Russian tr ickery, which cheated England 

at the Congress of Vienna to such a degree , that Napoleon at St. Helena 

exclaimed: " H a d he been victorious a t Water loo , he could not have imposed 

5 more humiliating condit ions upon England"—but from fear of France . " T h e 

treaties of 1815 must then be open to revision, when France might be pre

pared to risk the chances of a European W a r to get rid of the obligations 

which she considers injurious to her national honor , and which, having been 

imposed by victorious enemies , are a cons tan t source of irritation to he r . " 

10 H e r Majesty 's Government "des i re to uphold the Turkish E m p i r e " not as 

a bulwark against Russia, and because its downfall would force England to 

fight ou t wi th Russia her diametrically opposed interests in the East . Oh, no , 

says the Ear l : "The interests of Russia and England in the East are com

pletely identical. " 
15 They desire to uphold the Turkish Empi re not from any Eas te rn con

sideration at all, but " f rom their convict ion that no great quest ion can be 

agitated in the Eas t without becoming a source of discord in the West." An 

Eas te rn question, therefore, will not bring about a war of the Western Powers 

against Russia, bu t a war of the Wes te rn Powers among themselves—a war 

20 of England against France. And the same Minister who wrote , and his 

colleagues who sanctioned these lines, would stultify us into the belief that 

they are about to carry on a serious war with France against Russia, and this 

" o n a quest ion agitated in the Eas t , " and al though " the interests of England 

and Russia in the Eas t are completely identical!" 

25 The brave Earl goes further. W h y does he fear a war with France which 

he declares must be the "necessa ry resu l t " of the dissolution and dis

membermen t of the Turkish Empi re? A war wi th F rance considered in itself 

would be a very pleasant thing. But there is this delicate c i rcumstance 

connected wi th it,—"that every great quest ion in the Wes t will a ssume a 

30 revolut ionary character , and embrace a revision of the entire social system, 

for which the Continental Governments are certainly in no state of prepara

tion. 

The Emperor is fully cognizant of the materials that are in constant fer

mentat ion benea th the surface of society, and their readiness to burs t for th 

35 even in t imes of peace ; and His Imperial Majesty will probably, therefore , 

not dissent from the opinion tha t the first cannon shot may be the signal for 

a -s ta te of things more disastrous even than those calamities which war 

inevitably brings in its t ra in ." 

H e n c e , exclaims the sincere peacemonger , "hence the anxiety of H e r 

40 Majes ty ' s Government to avert the catastrophe." If there lurked no war wi th 

F rance behind the parti t ion of Turkey , and no revolut ion behind the war with 
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France , Her Majesty 's Government would be as ready to swallow the Grand 

Turc as his Cossack Majesty. 

According to the instructions received from the Russian Chancellery, 

through the means of Sir H. Seymour, the gallant Clarendon winds up his 

dispatch with "appealing to the Empero r ' s magnanimity and feelings of 5 

jus t ice . " 

In a second dispatch of our Ear l , dated April 5,. 1853, Sir Hamil ton is 

directed to instruct the Russian Chancellor that—"Viscount Stratford de 

Redcliffe was directed to re turn to his post , and a special character was given 

to his mission by an autograph letterfrom Her Majesty, under the impression 10 

that the Por te would be bet ter disposed to listen to moderate councils w h e n 

offered by one of Viscount Stratford de Redcliffe 's high posit ion and great 

knowledge and experience of Turkish affairs, to advise the Por te to t reat the 

Christ ian subjects with the u tmost leniency." 

The same Clarendon who gave his particular instructions had wri t ten in 15 

his secret dispatch dated 23d March, 1853: 

" T h e t rea tment of Christ ians is not harsh , and the tolerat ion exhibited by 

the Por te toward this port ion of its subjects might serve as an example to 

some Governments w h o look with contempt upon Turkey as a barbarous 

p o w e r . " 20 

In this secret dispatch i t is avowed that Lord Stratford was sent to Con

stantinople as the most able and willing tool for intimidating the Sultan. In 

the Ministerial papers , at the t ime, his errand was represented as a strong 

demonst ra t ion against the Czar , tha t nobleman having long since played the 

par t of Russia ' s personal antagonist . 25 

The series of secret documents laid before the H o u s e concludes wi th the 

Russ ian memorandum wherein Nicholas congratulates himself on perceiving 

tha t his views and those of the English Cabinet entirely coincide on the 

subject of the political combinations which it would be chiefly necessary to 

avoid in the ex t reme case of the contingency occurr ing in the East . 30 

T h e memorandum is dated the 15th April, 1853. I t asser ts " tha t the bes t 

means of upholding the durat ion of the Turkish Government is not to harass 

it by overwhelming demands supported in a manner humiliating to its inde
pendence and its dignity." This was exactly the t ime of act ion of the Men-

chikoff comedy, who , on the 19th of April , sent in his impudent "verbal 35 

n o t e , " and used "language fortunately very rare in diplomacy"—as declared 

by the Ear l of Clarendon in the House of Lo rds . The more firmly was his 

lordship convinced of the Czar ' s determinat ion to gently manage the sick 

man . His conviction grows yet stronger w h e n the Principalities are invaded 

by the Cossack. 40 

The Coalition Cabinet have discovered bu t one hole to slip through from 
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these branding documents . The ostensible object of Prince Menchikoff 's 

mission, they say, was the quest ion of the Holy Shrines , while the com

munications about the parti t ion of Turkey only related to an uncer ta in and 

distant epoch. But the Czar had plainly told them in his first memorandum 

5 that the quest ion of Turkey ' s downfall was " b y no means an idle and imagi

nary quest ion, a contingency too r e m o t e ; " that the English Ministry were 

wrong " in perceiving in the two ques t ions of Montenegro and the Holy 

Shrines mere disputes which would not differ in their bearing from dif

ficulties which form the ordinary business of d ip lomacy," and that the 

10 question of the Holy Shrines might " take a mos t serious tu rn , " and lead to 

the "ca tas t rophe . " They had admit ted themselves , no t only that he was 

wronged in the affair of the Holy Shrines , bu t tha t he had "a right, sanct ioned 

by treaty, to the exceptional p ro tec t ion" of e leven millions of the Sultan 's 

subjects . When , therefore , they failed in pressing the Por te into the ac-

15 ceptance of the Menchikoff demands , the Czar acted according to the spirit 

of the memorandum of 1844, to their own agreement with him, and to his 

verbal declarat ion to Sir G. Hamil ton Seymour , tha t " h e would not be trifled 

wi th , " w h e n he prepared to put ce monsieur to death . There is no question 

as to whether he is in the right against t hem; the only question is , whether 

20 they be not , even at this moment , "all r ight" wi th him. So m u c h mus t be clear 

to whoever closely peruses those documents , that , i f this scandalous Ministry 

remain in office, the English people may be driven, by the mere influence 

of external complications, into a terrible revolut ion, sweeping away, at once , 

Throne , Parl iament and the governing classes , w h o have lost the faculty and 

25 the will to maintain England 's position in the world. 

In challenging, by the Sr. Petersburg Gazette, the Coalit ion to produce the 

secret proofs of their own infamy Nicholas proved t rue to his known dic

tum: 

" Je hais ceux qui me résistent: je méprise ceux qui me servent ." 

30 Kar l Marx . 

149 



Karl Marx 

Declaration of W a r -

On the History of the Eastern Question 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4054, 15. April, 1854 

F rom Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , March 28, 1854. 

War has a t length been declared. The Royal Message was read yes terday in 
bo th Houses of Parl iament; by Lord Aberdeen in the Lords , and by Lord 
J. Russell in the Commons . I t describes the measures about to be taken as 
"ac t ive steps to oppose the encroachments of Russia upon Turkey. " T o - m o r 
row The London Gazette will publish the official notification of war , and 
on Friday the address in reply to the message will b e c o m e the subject of the 
Parl iamentary debates . 

Simultaneously with the English declaration, Louis Napo leon has com
municated a similar message to his Senate and Corps Législatif. 

The declarat ion of war against Russia could no longer be delayed, after 
Captain Blackwood, the bearer of the Anglo-French ultimatissimum to the 
Czar , had returned, on Saturday last, with the answer that Russia would give 
to that paper no answer all. The mission of Capt. Blackwood, however , has 
no t been altogether a gratuitous one . It has afforded to Russia the month of 
March, that most dangerous epoch of the year, to Russian arms. 

The publication of the secret cor respondence be tween the Czar and the 
English Government , instead of provoking a burs t of public indignation 
against the latter, has—incredibile dictu—been the signal for the press , bo th 
weekly and daily, for congratulating England on the possess ion of so truly 
national a Ministry. I unders tand, however , tha t a meet ing will be called 
together for the purpose of opening the eyes of a bl inded British public on 
the real conduct of the Government . I t is to be held on Thursday next in the 
Music Hall, Store-st . ; and Lord Ponsonby, Mr. Layard , Mr. Urquhar t , e tc . , 
are expected to take par t in the proceedings. 

The Hamburger Correspondent has the following: 
"Accord ing to advices from St. Petersburg, which arrived here on the 16th 

inst. , the Russian Government proposes to publish var ious other documents 
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on the Eas te rn quest ion. Among the documents destined for publication are 

some letters writ ten by Prince Alber t ." 

I t is a curious fact that the same evening on which the royal message was 

delivered in the Commons , the Government suffered their first defeat in the 

5 present session; the second reading of the Poor Set t lement and Removal bill 

having, notwithstanding the efforts of the Government , been adjourned to 

the 28th of April, by a division of 209 to 183. The person to whom the 

Government is indebted for this defeat, is no other than my L o r d Palmerston. 

" H i s lordship ," says The Times of this day , " h a s managed to put himself 

10 and his colleagues be tween two fires (the Tories and the Ir ish party) without 

m u c h prospec t of leaving them to settle i t be tween themse lves . " 

We are informed that on the 12th i n s t , a t rea ty of triple-alliance was 

signed be tween France , England and Turkey , bu t that , notwithstanding the 

personal application of the Sultan to the Grand Mufti, the latter supported 

15 by the corps of the Ulemas , refused to issue his ferva sanctioning the stipula

tion about the changes in the situation of the Christ ians in Turkey, as being 

in contradict ion with the precepts of the Koran . This intelligence must be 

looked upon as being the more important , as i t caused Lord Derby to make 

the following observat ion: 

20 "I will only express my earnes t anxiety that the Government will state 

whether there is any t ru th in the repor t tha t has been circulated during the 

last few days , that in this convent ion entered into be tween England, F rance 

and Turkey, there are articles which will be of a na ture to establish a protec

tora te on our par t as objectionable at least , as that which, on the par t of 

25 Russia, we have protes ted against ." 

The Times of to-day, while declaring that the policy of the Government 

is directly opposed to tha t of Lord Derby adds : " W e should deeply regret 

if the bigotry of the Mufti or the Ulemas succeeded in opposing any serious 

resis tance to this pol icy." 

30 In order to unders tand both the na ture of the relations be tween the Turkish 

Government and the spiritual authorit ies of Turkey , and the difficulties in 

which the former is at present involved, wi th respec t to the quest ion of a 

protec tora te over the Christ ian subjects of the Por te , tha t quest ion which 

ostensibly lies at the bot tom of all the actual complicat ions in the Eas t , i t 

35 is necessary to cast a re t rospect ive glance at its pas t history and de

velopment . 

The K o r a n and the Mussulman legislation emanat ing from i t reduce the 

geography and ethnography of the var ious people to the simple and con

venient distinction of two nat ions and of two countr ies ; those of the Faithful 

40 and of the Infidels. The Infidel is "harby, " i.e. the enemy. Islamism pro

scribes the nation of the Infidels, consti tuting a state of permanent hostility 

151 



Karl Marx 

be tween the Mussulman and the unbeliever. In that sense the corsair-ships 

of the Berber States were the holy fleet of the Islam. H o w , then, is the 

exis tence of Christian subjects of the Por te to be reconciled with the 

K o r a n ? 

"If a t own , " says the Mussulman legislation, " sur renders by capitulation, 5 

and its habi tants consent to become rayahs, tha t is, subjects of a Mussulman 

prince wi thout abandoning their creed, they have to pay the kharatch (capita

t ion tax) , when they obtain a t ruce with the faithful, and it is not permit ted 

any more to confiscate their es ta tes than to take away their houses . . . . In 

this case their old churches form par t of their proper ty , with permission to 10 

worship therein. But they are not allowed to erect new ones . They have only 

authori ty for repairing them, and to reconst ruct their decayed port ions. At 

certain epochs commissaries delegated by the provincial governors are to 

visit the churches and sanctuaries of the Christ ians, in order to ascertain that 

no new buildings have been added under pre text of repairs . If a t own is 15 

conquered by force, the inhabitants retain their churches , but only as places 

of abode or refuge, without permission to worsh ip . " 

Constant inople having surrendered by capitulation, as in like manner has 

the greater port ion of European Turkey, the Christ ians there enjoy the 

privilege of living as rayahs, under the Turkish Government . This privilege 20 

they have exclusively by virtue of their agreeing to accept the Mussulman 

protect ion. I t is, therefore, owing to this c i rcumstance alone, that the Chris

t ians submit to be governed by the Mussulmans according to Mussulman law, 

that the patr iarch of Constant inople, their spiritual chief, is at the same time 

their political representat ive and their Chief Just ice. Wherever , in the Otto- 25 

man Empi re , we find an agglomeration of Greek rayahs, the Archbishops 

and Bishops are by law members of the Municipal Councils , and, under the 

direction of the patr iarch, [watch] over the repart i t ion of the taxes imposed 

upon the Greeks . The patr iarch is responsible to the Por te as to the conduct 

of his co-religionists. Invested with the right of judging the rayahs of his 30 

Church , he delegates this right to the metropoli tans and bishops , in the limits 

of their dioceses , their sentences being obligatory for the execut ive officers, 

kadis , etc. , of the Porte to carry out. The punishments which they have the 

right to p ronounce are fines, imprisonment, the bas t inade , and exile. Be

sides, their own church gives them the power of excommunicat ion. Inde- 35 

penden t of the produce of the fines, they receive variable taxes on the civil 

and commercial law-suits. Every hierarchic scale among the clergy has its 

moneyed price. The patr iarch pays to the Divan a heavy tr ibute in order to 

obtain his investi ture, but he sells, in his turn , the archbishoprics and bishop

rics to the clergy of his worship . The latter indemnify themselves by the sale 40 

of subal tern dignities and the tr ibute exacted from the popes . These , again, 

152 



Declaration of War—On the History of the Eastern Question 

sell by retail the power they have bought from their superiors , and traffic 

in all acts of their ministry, such as bapt i sms, marriages, divorces, and testa

ments . 

It is evident from this exposé that this fabric of theocracy over the Greek 

5 Christians of Turkey, and the whole s t ructure of their society, has its key

stone in the subjection of the r ayah under the Koran , which, in its turn, by 

treat ing them as infidels—i.e., as a nat ion only in arel igious sense—sanctioned 

the combined spiritual and temporal power of their priests . Then, if you 

abolish their subjection under the K o r a n by a civil emancipat ion, you cancel 

10 at the same time their subjection to the clergy, and provoke a revolution in 

their social, political and religious relat ions, which, in the first instance, must 

inevitably hand them over to Russia, If you supplant the K o r a n by a code 

civil, you must occidentalize the entire s t ructure of Byzant ine society. 

Having described the relations be tween the Mussulman and his Christ ian 

15 subject, the quest ion arises, wha t a re the relat ions be tween the Mussu lman 

and the unbelieving foreigner? 

As the K o r a n t reats all foreigners as foes , nobody will dare to present him

self in a Mussulman country without having taken his precaut ions. The first 

European merchants , therefore, w h o risked the chances of commerce wi th 

20 such a people, contr ived to secure themselves an exceptional t rea tment and 

privileges originally personal , bu t afterward extended to their whole nation. 

Hence the origin of capitulations. Capitulations are imperial diplomas, let ters 

of privilege, octroyed by the Por te to different European nat ions, and author

izing their subjects to freely enter M o h a m m e d a n countr ies , and there to pur-

25 sue in tranquillity their affairs, and to pract ice their worship . They differ f rom 

treaties in this essential point that they are not reciprocal acts contradictorily 

debated be tween the contract ing par t ies , and accepted by them on the 

condition of mutual advantages and concess ions . On the contrary , the capitu

lations are one-sided concessions on the par t of the Government granting 

30 them, in consequence of which they may be revoked at its pleasure. The Porte 

has , indeed, at several t imes nullified the privileges granted to one nat ion, 

by extending them to o thers ; or repealed them altogether by refusing to 

continue their application. This precar ious character of the capitulations 

made them an eternal source of disputes , of complaints on the part of 

35 Embassadors , and of a prodigious exchange of contradictory notes and 

firmans revived at the commencement of every new reign. 

It was from these capitulations that a rose the right of a protectorate of 

foreign powers , not over the Christ ian subjects of the Porte—the rayahs—but 

over their co-religionists visiting Turkey or residing there as foreigners. The 

40 first power that obtained such a Protectora te was France . The capitulations 

be tween France and the Ot toman Por te made in 1535, under Soliman the 
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Grea t and Francis I ; in 1604 under Ahmet I , and Henr i I V ; and in 1673 under 

M o h a m m e d IV and Louis XIV, were renewed, confirmed, recapitulated, and 

augmented in the compilation of 1740, called "ancient and recent capitula

t ions and treaties be tween the Court of F rance and the Ot toman Por te , 

r enewed and augmented in the year 1740, A . D . , and 1153 of the Hedgra, 5 

t ranslated (the first official translation sanctioned by the Porte) at Con

stantinople by M.Deva l , Secretary Interpreter of the King, and his first 

Dragoman at the Ot toman Por t e . " Art . 32 of this agreement const i tutes the 

right of F rance to a protectora te over all monaster ies professing the F rank 

religion to whatever nation they may belong, and of the F rank visitors of 10 

the Holy Places. 

Russ ia was the first power that , in 1774, inserted the capitulation, imitated 

after the example of France , into a treaty—the t reaty of Kainardji . Thus , in 

1802, Napoleon thought fit to make the exis tence and maintenance of the 

capitulation the subject of an article of t reaty, and to give it the character 15 

of synallagmatic contract . 

In w h a t relation then does the quest ion of the Holy Places stand with the 

Protec tora te? 

The quest ion of the Holy Shrines is the quest ion of a protec tora te over 

the religious Greek Christ ian communit ies settled at Jerusa lem, and over the 20 

buildings possessed by them on the holy ground, and especially over the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher. I t is to be unders tood that possession here 

does not mean proprietorship, which is denied to the Christ ians by the Koran , 

but only the right of usufruct. This right of usufruct excludes by no means 

the other communit ies from worshipping in the same p lace ; the possessors 25 

having no other privilege besides that of keeping the keys, of repairing and 

entering the edifices, of kindling the holy lamp, of cleaning the rooms wi th 

the b room, and of spreading the carpets , which is an Oriental symbol of 

possess ion. In the same manner now, in which Christianity culminates at the 

Holy Place, the question of the protectorate is there found to have its highest 30 

ascension. 

Par t s of the Holy Places and of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher are 

possessed by the Lat ins , the Greeks , the Armenians , the Abyssinians, the 

Syrians, and the Copts . Between all these diverse pre tendente there originat

ed a conflict. The sovereigns of Europe who saw, in this religious quarrel , 35 

a quest ion of their respect ive influences in the Orient, addressed themselves 

in the first instance to the masters of the soil, to fanatic and greedy Pashas , 

w h o abused their position. The Ot toman Por te and its agents adopting a mos t 

t roublesome système de bascule gave judgment in turns favorable to the 

La t ins , Greeks , and Armenians , asking and receiving gold from all hands , 40 

and laughing at each of them. Hardly had the Turks granted a firman, ac-
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knowledging the right of the Lat ins to the possess ion of a contested place, 

when the Armenians presented themselves with a heavier purse , and in

stantly obtained a contradictory firman. Same tactics with respect to the 

Greeks , who knew, besides , as officially recorded in different firmans of the 

5 Por te and "hudjets " (judgments) of its agents , how to procure false and 

apocryph titles. On other occasions the decisions of the Sultan 's Government 

were frustrated by the cupidity and ill-will of the Pashas and subaltern agents 

in Syria. Then i t became necessary to resume negotiations, to appoint fresh 

commissar ies , and to make new sacrifices of money . Wha t the Por te formerly 

10 did from pecuniary considerat ions, in our days it has done from fear, with 

a view to obtain protect ion and favor. Having done justice to the reclama

t ions of F rance and the Lat ins , i t has tened to make the same conditions to 

Russia and the Greeks , thus at tempting to escape from a storm which it felt 

powerless to encounter . There is no sanctuary, no chapel , no stone of the 

15 Church of the Holy Sepulcher , that had been left unturned for the pur

pose of constituting a quarrel be tween the different Christ ian communi

t ies. 

Around the Holy Sepulcher we find an assemblage of all the various sects 

of Christianity, behind the religious pretensions of whom are concealed as 

20 many political and national rivalries. 

Jerusalem and the Holy Places are inhabited by nations professing re 

ligions: the Lat ins, the Greeks , Armenians , Copts , Abyssinians, and Syrians. 

There are 2,000 Greeks , 1,000 La t ins , 350 Armenians , 100 Copts , 20 Syrians, 

and 20 Abyssinians—3,490. In the Ot toman Empire we find 

25 13,730,000 Greeks , 2,400,000 Armenians , and 900,000 Lat ins . E a c h of these 

is again subdivided. The Greek Church, of which I t reated above, the one 

acknowledging the Patr iarch of Constant inople , essentially differs from the 

Greco-Russian, whose chief spiritual authori ty is the Czar ; and from the 

Hel lens , of whom the King and the Synod of Athens are the chief authorit ies. 

30 Similarly, the Lat ins are subdivided into the Roman Catholics, Uni ted 

Greeks , and Maronites ; and the Armenians into Gregorian and Lat in Armeni

ans—the same distinctions holding good with the Copts and Abyssinians. The 

three prevailing religious nationalities at the Holy Places are the Greeks , the 

Lat ins , and the Armenians . The Lat in Church may be said to represent 

35 principally Lat in races , the Greek Church , Slave, Turko-Slave, and Hellenic 

r ace s ; and the other churches , Asiatic and African races . 

Imagine all these conflicting peoples beleaguering the Holy Sepulcher, the 

batt le conducted by the monks , and the ostensible object of their r ivalry 

being a star from the grotto of Bethlehem, a tapestry , a key of a sanctuary, 

40 an altar, a shrine, a chair, a cushion—any ridiculous precedence! 

In order to unders tand such a monast ical crusade it is indispensable to 
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consider firstly the manner of their living, and secondly, the mode of then-
habitat ion. 

"All the religious rubbish of the different na t ions , " says a recent traveler , 

" l ive at Jerusalem separated from each other, hosti le and jealous , a nomad 

populat ion, incessantly recrui ted by pilgrimage or decimated by the plague 5 

and oppress ions . The European dies or re turns to Eu rope after some years ; 

the pashas and their guards go to Damascus or Constant inople ; and the Arabs 

fly to the desert . Jerusalem is bu t a place where every one arrives to pitch 

his tent and where nobody remains . Eve rybody in the holy city gets his 

livelihood from his religion—the Greeks or Armenians from the 12,000 or 10 

13,000 pilgrims who yearly visit Jerusalem, and the Lat ins from the subsidies 

and alms of their co-religionists of France , I taly, e t c . " 

Besides their monaster ies and sanctuaries , the Christ ian nat ions possess 

at Jerusalem small habitations or cells, annexed to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher , and occupied by the monks , w h o have to w a t c h day and night tha t 15 

holy abode . At certain periods these monks are relieved in their duty by their 

bre thren . These cells have but one door , opening into the interior of the 

Temple , while the monk guardians receive their food from without, through 

some wicket . The doors of the Church are closed, and guarded by Turks , 

w h o don ' t open them except for money, and close i t according to their caprice 20 

or cupidity. 

The quarrels be tween churchmen are the mos t venomous , said Mazar in . 

N o w fancy these churchmen, who not only have to live upon, but live in, 

these sanctuaries together! 

To finish the picture , be it r emembered that the fathers of the Lat in 25 

Church, almost exclusively composed of Romans , Sardinians, Neapol i tans , 

Spaniards and Austr ians , are all of them jealous of the F rench pro tec tora te , 

and would like to substitute that of Austria, Sardinia or Naples , the Kings 

of the two latter countries bo th assuming the title of King of Jerusa lem; and 

that the sedentary population of Jerusalem numbers about 15,500 souls, of 30 

whom 4,000 are Mussulmans and 8,000 Jews . T h e Mussu lmans , forming 

about a four th par t of the whole, and consist ing of Turks , Arabs and Moors , 

a re , of course , the masters in every respect , as they are in no w a y affected 

with the weakness of their Government at Constant inople . Nothing equals 

the misery and the sufferings of the Jews at Jerusa lem, inhabiting the mos t 35 

filthy quar ter of the town, called hareth-el-yahoud, in the quar ter of dirt, 

be tween the Zion and the Moriah, where their synagogues are situated—the 

cons tan t objects of Mussulman oppress ion and intolerance, insulted by the 

Greeks , persecuted by the Lat ins , and living only upon the scanty alms 

t ransmit ted by their European brethren. The Jews , however , are not nat ives, 40 

bu t from different and distant countr ies , and are only at t racted to Jerusalem 
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by the desire of inhabiting the Valley of Jehosaphat , and to die in the very 

places where the redemptor is to be expected . "At tending their dea th , " says 

a F rench author, " they suffer and pray. Their regards turned to that mountain 

of Moriah, where once rose the temple of Salomon, and which they dare not 

5 approach, they shed tears on the misfortunes of Zion, and their dispersion 

over the wor ld ." To make these Jews more miserable , England and Prussia 

appointed, in 1840, an Anglican b ishop at Jerusa lem, whose avowed object 

is their conversion. He was dreadfully thrashed in 1845, and sneered at alike 

by Jews , Christians and Turks . He may, in fact, be stated to have b e e n the 

10 first and only cause of a union be tween all the religions at Jerusalem. 

I t will now be unders tood w h y the common worship of the Christians at 

' t he Holy Places resolves itself into a cont inuance of despera te Irish rows 

be tween the diverse sections of the faithful; bu t that , on the other hand, these 

sacred rows merely conceal a profane bat t le , not only of nat ions but of races ; 

15 and that the Protectora te of the Holy Places which appears ridiculous to the 

Occident but all important to the Orientals is one of the phases of the Oriental 

quest ion incessantly reproduced, constant ly stifled, bu t never solved. 

Karl Marx . 
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The Fortress of Kronstadt 

| i | The Fortress of Kronstadt. 

E v e r since Sir Charles Napier set sail for t h e Baltic, wi th t h e Firs t L o r d of 

t h e Admiral ty ' s "full permission to declare w a r " , t h e m o r e sanguine port ion 

of t h e British public expect shortly to hear of K r o n s t a d t b o m b a r d e d , t h e 

a p p r o a c h e s to St. Petersburg forced, and w h o k n o w s ? perhaps e v e n t h e 5 

U n i o n Jack hoisted on the glittering spire of the Russ ian Admiral ty Palace. 

T h e r e is a very correct idea at t h e b o t t o m of t h e s e anticipat ions; it is this, 

that K r o n s t a d t is the decisive point for any naval a t tack against Russia in 

t h e Baltic. T a k e Kronstadt , and St. Petersburg is at your feet, the Russ ian 

N a v y exists no longer, and Russia is reduced to w h a t she was before Peter 10 

t h e Great . If England has the forces in t h e Baltic required for such a feat, 

and if these forces should fritter away their s trength in a t tacks against minor 

points , more t h a n might be absolutely necessary, t h e y would commit a 

b lunder of the first magnitude, decisive in its effects p e r h a p s for two or three 

campaigns to c o m e . But if we k n o w t h e vital impor tance of Kronstadt , t h e 15 

Russ ians know it also, and have acted up to their knowledge. T h a t key of 

Russ ia has b e e n surrounded by double ί id triple armour, bristling with 

something like a thousand guns. 

It is well k n o w n that K r o n s t a d t takes up t h e S o u t h E a s t e r n angle of a small 

island, about five miles in length, which closes up t h e narrowing port ion of 20 

t h e Gulf of Finland, about 16 miles from the m o u t h of the N e v a . T h e water 

on b o t h sides of t h e island is generally very shallow, leaving only two chan

nels navigable for sea-going vessels. T h e o n e pass ing to t h e nor th of the island 

h a s a d e p t h of n o t less t h a n four fa thoms about t w o or three miles distant 

from its nor thern shore, bends round at four miles from its eas tern extremity, 25 

approaching this latter to within 1400 yards , b u t losing about a fa thom in its 

depth of water . T h u s the whole of the nor th eas tern coas t of the island is 

out of c a n n o n range for any men-of-war coming r o u n d by this channel , 

excepted the wes te rn and eastern extremities only. T h e s e alone are therefore 
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fortified, the first by the For ts Katharine, Alexanderand Michael, the second 

by the walls of the town itself and by two batter ies erected on the sands, 

about 1000 yards in advance ; the larger one of these bat ter ies , however , is 

repor ted to be in ruins. Abreas t of the nor th shore of the island, be tween 

5 its eastern and western defences, and fully a mile from the j|2| shore, another 

ba t te ry is constructed on the sands , which however is still out of gun shot 

range from the four fa thom channel . 

This nor thern passage, then, from its general dis tance from the defences , 

from the very intricate navigation i t offers, and from the considerable shal-

10 lowing of its south eas tern extremity, may be considered useless for a serious 

a t tack upon Kronstadt . Under c i rcumstances where a dispersion of forces 

is to a certain extent no t likely to bring on disastrous resul ts , i t may serve 

for sending a number of the lighter ships round the island, where , after 

silencing the not very formidable fire of the Eas t Bat tery , they might take 

15 up a very convenient station for bombarding the town. Kronstadt , containing 

no t only the chief naval magazines and dockyards of Russia in the Baltic, 

bu t also plenty of t imber in pr ivate hands , is full of combustible materials , 

and a few lucky hits wi th shell-guns might create a conflagration destroying 

in one night the naval s tores amassed during years . Whether the taking up 

20 of such a posit ion by a sufficient number of light men-of-war is actually 

possible, a close survey of the state of mat ters on the spot, combined with 

renewed soundings, must show; whether i t is advisable, will depend upon the 

balance of forces ; here we can only state wha t may , even at a dis tance, 

appear feasible from a compar ison of the bes t evidence that can be col-

25 lected. 

The main line of at tack, then , remains the South Channel , leading to the 

Great and Litt le Roads , otherwise called the Nar rows . Here the four-fathom 

channel , several miles wide off the nor th-western point of the island, sud

denly contracts to about a mile in width at two miles distance from the inner 

30 harbour , and thence forms an extremely acute angle the apex of which is 

situated in front of the man-of-war harbour . He re a nar row bar , passing from 

the great sand bank of Oranienbaum to the island, cuts the channel off and 

reduces its ex t reme depth to 3V2 fa thoms. The Russians have taken good 

care to preserve this natural fortification for their men-of-war harbour , 

35 although a little dredging would remove it. This four-fathom channel , then, 

the central passage of which is nowhere less than 4V2 fa thoms deep , and 

admits the largest men-of-war, is the line of approach to Kronstadt , and the 

decisive struggle mus t take place in its apex which, for a mile and a half, is 

nowhere more than 400 yards wide. |]3| T h e fortifications which defend this 

40 channel are of all sorts , from the antediluvian buildings of Peter the Great , 

to the most modern and formidable const ruct ions with two or three tiers of 
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guns one above the other . I t is remarkable that the mos t important points 

are defended by fortifications of old and faulty construct ion: this is the weak 

side of Kronstadt. The old fortifications are small bast ioned works , with guns 

firing from behind an open parapet , and with few or no casemated guns at 

all; wi th exceedingly small and narrow bast ions , and therefore carrying a 5 

number of guns exceedingly small in proport ion to their extent of frontage. 

It must , besides , be stated, that one half of their guns is generally directed 

towards shallow water from which at the very u tmos t a gun-boat a t tack could 

be expected . But to such fortifications even gun-boats were formidable—The 

modern construct ions , on the contrary , are planned u p o n the system which 10 

Montalembert first introduced and which since, wi th more or less modi

fication, has been generally adopted^ especially for coas t and harbour de

fences . Besides Krons tad t , Cherbourg and Sevastopol may be quoted as 

examples of its extensive application for this latter purpose . These con

structions are distinguished by their two or three t iers of guns ranging one 15 

above the other , t he lower tiers of guns standing in casemates , small vaul ted 

rooms , as i t were , and where both guns and m e n are as much protected from 

the enemy ' s fire as i t can be done. The upper tier of guns alone stands behind 

a parape t not covered in, but from their elevated station which commands 

the upper decks of the largest three-deckers , are well protected against the 20 

effects of shot. The trial of an at tack will show, whe ther these forts have 

actually been const ructed solidly enough to bear the concussion of their own 

and the effect of the enemy ' s fire; bu t if they are , they will p rove the hardest 

nuts to crack. 

We may distinguish three lines of fortifications around the Krons tad t 25 

channel . 

The first, or outer line, embraces in a semi-circle the mou th of the Great 

road, or tha t part of the four-fathom channel which is f rom one mile to half 

a mile in width. The right, or nor thern, wing of the posi t ion is formed by the 

Peter Fort, an insignificant lunette on the island, about 1400 yards from the 30 

deep water channel ; a mortar battery, also on the island, half a mile to the 

east , and which may be considered as almost useless , and the Fort Con-

stantine, a strong lunette closed to the rear , built on the sands , | |4| within 

1000 yards from the edge of deep water , exactly in front of the mortar bat tery. 

This for t is of modern construct ion and carries 50 guns in two t iers. It serves 35 

to defend the outer approaches , and may become t roublesome to af lee t while 

forming; bu t if once passed, one half of its guns become useless . The centre 

of the first line is made up by the Fort Alexander (not the one on the nor th 

end of the island, mentioned before); a semi-circular building erected in three 

fa thoms water within four hundred yards of the deep channel where it nar- 40 

rows to half a mile. This fort therefore sweeps the channel f rom side to side, 
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and small as i t looks on plans and char ts , i t carries no less than seventy-two 

guns in three t iers. If it be of sufficiently solid construct ion, and wi th well-

venti lated casemates so as to d raw off t h e smoke , this tower-like fort will 

give enough to do to a couple of three-deckers . Behind it lies the old Citadel, 

5 a lunette the insignificance of which is p roved by the very exis tence of the 

new fort, which intercepts the fire of one half of its guns.—The left or south

e rn wing, finally, is formed by the Risbank Fort and Battery, situated south 

of the entrance to the Grea t Road . This fort, const ructed in the last century , 

has undergone a modernizing process , in consequence of which part of its 

10 guns are disposed in two tiers and their total number is increased to fifty. 

But for all that it occupies a far larger a rea than the modern forts , offering 

a frontage towards the roads of some 300 ya rds , which frontage, bes ides , 

is enfiladed, partially from the deep water channel , and entirely by a posit ion 

which vessels of lighter draft may take up in 3V2 to 3 fa thoms water within 

15 half a mile wes twards . To obviate this , t he Risbank Battery has been built 

600 yards to the rear , bu t in a posi t ion little adapted for that purpose . The 

Risbank For t lies exact ly a mile south from Fort Alexander, and bo th sweep 

the entrance to the Grea t Road wi th a crossing fire. 

This first line of defences would not in itself p rove very formidable, if it 

20 were not materially supported by the more distant fire of the second line. 

The second line protects the whole of the Grea t Road along with the ent rance 

to the Little Road. It consists of the two flanking works of Fort Peter the 

First (old, badly const ructed , a sort of c rown-work situated half a mile Eas t 

of the Alexander Fort , and carrying on a frontage of 250 yards only 24 guns), 

25 Kronslot (bastioned old-fashioned work of five fronts, two of which look 

towards the shallow water and are therefore useless , carrying, although 400 

yards in its longest diagonal, no more than 36 guns), and lastly, the fortified 

wes te rn wall of the Merchant\\S\ Harbour'm the centre . This wall, projecting 

from the island of Krons tad t itself, comes down to the very edge of the deep 

30 channel with which it forms a right angle, and which is here bu t 300 yards 

wide . It carries 70 guns and 12 mor ta rs , par t of which however appear so 

placed as to have little effect upon the shipping and offers, in conjunction 

wi th bo th the main fronts of Peter I Fo r t and two fronts of Kronslot , a mos t 

effective cross fire over the inner half of the Great Road, where from the 

35 obstacles created by the fire of the first l ine, and the nar rowness of the 

channel , i t must be extremely difficult for any ships bu t screw-steamers to 

take up a good posit ion in sufficient force . 

The third line, the direct defence of the Litt le or inner Road, is formed, 

on the south side of the channel , by a third (the N o r t h Eas t ) front of Kronslot , 

40 and on the nor th and eas t side by the fortified walls of the Merchant , Middle, 

and Man-of-war 's harbours . The latter, project ing at an obtuse angle at the 
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eas te rn end of the Middle Harbour , rakes the whole of the Lit t le Road, while 

the South Wall of the Merchant and Middle Harbours pro tec t i t by a front fire. 

Both walls are f lanked by several bast ions, fortified gates and other p ro

ject ions . The width of the deep water channel , here , being nowhere greater 

than 250 yards , the fighting would be very murderous , bu t i t is hardly to be 5 

doubted that before ships could penet ra te so far, Krons tad t would have to 

capitulate . The central work of this third line, and the only one which may 

ever have any practical utility, is Fort Menchikoff, the first bast ion, from 

the wes t , on the Merchant Harbour South wall. This bast ion has been 

re-constructed into a tower of imposing proport ions , carrying 44 guns in four 10 

tiers above one another one half of which enfilades the greater par t of 

the Lit t le and Grea t roads , the other half appearing, from the direction of 

their embrasures , almost useless. Whether the four tiers of guns will not 

p rove too heavy for the narrow foundation of the building, remains to be 

seen. 15 

We may add, that on the land-side Krons tad t is fortified by regularly 

bas t ioned fronts, requiring a siege in due form to be forced; and such a siege 

in the swampy ground of the little island, with only a fleet for base of 

operat ions , offers very great difficulties. If Krons tad t is to be taken, i t must 

be done from the sea. 20 

I t is unders tood that we could only describe the pe rmanen t fortifications 

such as they existed according to the latest surveys and military repor ts . 

There may have been some alterations during the last few years , bu t i t is not 

probable that they have been very important . 

To recapi tulate . The fate of any at tack against Krons tad t mus t be de- 25 

cided ||6| in the Great Road, and here the only fortifications that can effectu

ally play against the attacking fleet, are For t s Alexander , Peter I , Risbank, 

two fronts of Kronslot , the wes tern Harbour Wall, and For t Menchikoff. 

Altogether they may bring 350 guns at once to bear upon the at tack, mos t 

of t hem well protected by walls and vaults , and firing through narrow 30 

embrasures . The other bat ter ies are either directed towards other points of 

at tack, or they are insignificant, or they are not within effective range. The 

ques t ion is : Can a sufficient naval force be brought up this nar row and 

intricate channel , to face bo th the nor thern and southern fronts of defence 

and to silence their fire, while that force is itself exposed to a raking fire 35 

from the Harbour Wall, For t Menchikoff and Krons lo t? Nava l men may 

answer that quest ion, unless they prefer to wai t till t he actual trial has been 

made . F r o m what little we have had occasion to learn of naval tact ics , we 

should say that he re , if anywhere , is the point w h e r e the superiority of 

Screw-Ships of the line can produce results which to sailing ships and 40, 

paddle-s teamers would appear equally inattainable. 
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The great weakness of Krons tad t , we repea t it, are the forts of old con

struction. They occupy the bes t posit ions and the largest port ion of available 

space with the least possible effect of fire. If Risbank has been improved, 

Peter I and Kronslot remain inefficient. They might be silenced with com

parat ive ease , perhaps even occupied, and in that case might be used to 

bombard the town. But from the moment ships have penet ra ted as far as 

be tween Alexander and Risbank, they have the town within shell-range, and 

can do immense mischief, unless sufficiently occupied by the forts . | 
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British Finances—The Troubles at Preston 

New-York Semi-Weekly Tribune. 
Nr.929, 21. April 1854 

British Finances— 
The Troubles at Preston. 

From Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, March 31, 1854. 

The Income Tax bill has been passed. Sir G. Pakington spoke against i t plainly 5 

and just ly, although in a dull manner , observing that the recent publications 

of the Blue Books and of the secret and confidential cor respondence had 

th rown quite a new light on the pas t financial policy of the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer . Mr . Gladstone brought in a peace budget on the 18th April , 

1853, when he [must] have been quite sure of war being imminent . Three days 10 

before he made his s ta tement the Coalition had received from Colonel Rose 

the information that "Pr ince Menchikoff had tr ied to exac t a promise from 

the Grand Vizier, before he made known to him the nature of his mission 

and of his demands , that he should make a formal promise tha t he would not 

reveal them to the British and F rench representa t ives . " They were also 15 

aware , by the secret cor respondence , of the Empero r ' s intention to kill the 

dying m a n lest he should slip through his fingers. Wi th this information in 

his hands the unc tuous Puseyi te comes forward and addresses the H o u s e : 

"If you will adopt the income tax for seven years , I will only ask you for 

7d. in the pound for the first two yea r s ; I will a sk 6d. in the pound for the 20 

next two yea r s ; and for the last three years I will only ask 5d. in the pound , 

and t hen the income t ax will expi re ." The income tax , as your readers will 

r emember , Mr . Gladstone described as a mighty engine of war that mus t be 

got rid of in these t imes of peace . This he said with the knowledge that war 

was almost inevitable, and that i t would be necessary to double the tax of 25 

7d. in the pound before twelve months had elapsed. I t i s now I s . 2d. in the 
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pound. If anybody should tell me that the overscrupulous Chancellor of 

the Exchequer deluded himself as to the posi t ion of affairs, I reply that only 

last M o n d a y week a fall in the funds occurred , because the stock jobbers 

said that the publication of the secret papers p roved to demonstra t ion tha t 

5 the Czar had determined to pursue his schemes , and that no trust could be 

placed in his most positive asser t ions. T h e members of the "Cabine t of all 

the Ta l en t s " mus t be supposed to possess a t least equal perspicaci ty wi th 

the members of the Stock Exchange . 

At the same time that the Duns Scotus of the [Coalition,] the Doctor 

10 Subtil issimus, proposed his financial schemes for the convers ion of the 

funds, and thus prepared, notwithstanding the warnings he received, an 

emptiness of the Treasury at the very momen t of the "ca tas t rophe" . T h e 

balances in the Exchequer were as follows, in the years named: 

By the commencement of 1853 Mr. Gladstone had contr ived to reduce i t to 

£4,485,230, and soon there will be no ba lance at all, as this ingenious financier 
25 has to take back the remainder of the South Sea stock at £100, w h e n it can 

hardly be sold on 'change at £85. 

This financial policy of the Coalit ion perfectly [takes up] with their diplo

matic policy, which " t h a n k s " the Czar for confiding to them his plans of 

parti t ion; wi th their par l iamentary policy, which always told the House the 

30 [news] contrary of their information in hand ; and with their military policy, 

which forced Omer Pasha to inaction till the Czar had completed his prepara

t ions for invasion, which dispatches the t roops by s teamers and the horses 

by sail vessels , retains the officers at London , and disembarks soldiers at 

Constant inople, and thinks fit to occupy nei ther Odessa nor the Crimea, nor 

35 Finland, nor the mouths of the Danube , nor any point threatening the Rus 

sians, bu t Constant inople, of all other p laces , in order not to c rush the 

Cossack, bu t to t each a t this momentous crisis bo th the Mussulman and the 

Byzant ine priest the occidental law and civil equality. 

Notwithstanding the strong opposit ion of the Irish members , t he House 

40 seems resolved to proceed with Mr. Chambers ' s motion, and to appoint a 

Commit tee of Inquiry for the pract ices and household arrangements of the 
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nunner ies . The principal plea on which Mr. Chambers ' s motion intends to 

be based is the seclusion of girls forcibly held from their natural and legiti

mate protec tors . The middle classes of England shudder at the probability 

of girls being kidnapped for nunner ies , bu t their just ice , shown in a recent 

case , becomes impotent when girls are kidnapped for satisfying the lust of 5 

ar is tocrats or caprice of cot ton lords. Las t week a girl of sixteen had been 

lured away from her parents , enticed into a Lancashi re factory, and kept 

there night and day, made to sleep there , and take her meals there , locked 

up as in a prison. When her father discovered what had become of his child, 

he was not allowed to see her , but was driven away from the factory by the 10 

police. In this case the Fac tory law was violated, the law of personal l iberty, 

the law that gives the father the custody of his child under age, the very right 

of habeas corpus was set at nought. A gross and flagrant case of abduction 

had been commit ted. But how did the Magistrates act in this case , w h e n the 

disconsolate father appealed to them for redress? Their answer was : "They 15 

could do nothing in the mat te r . " 

M r . T h o m . Duncombe presented a petit ion, signed within 24 hours by 

above 7,600 inhabitants of the borough of Pres ton , complaining of the man

ner in which the laws for the maintenance of peace and order were ad

ministered by the local authorities in that borough. He gave notice that he 20 

should move for a Commit tee of Inquiry into the subject immediately after 

the Eas te r recess . 

"The agitators of Preston, the great f omentors of the strike—the men who 

pre tended to form a new esta te of the realm, and to be the nursing fathers 

of the Labo r Parl iament, have at length received a check. Some dozen of 25 

them have been arres ted and examined before the local magistrates on a 

charge of conspiracy, released on bail and sent before the Liverpool as

s izes . " 

Such are the words in which The Morning Post announces an event which 

I was prevented from writing about earlier by the pressure of other matter. 30 

The charge against the leaders rests upon the fact that the mas ters had sent 

to Manches ter and induced men to come down to Pres ton. They were mostly 

Ir ishmen. The [Preston] people met them at the rai lway station, where they 

presented a scene of misery and wretchedness . About fifty-four of t hem were 

persuaded to go to the Fa rmer ' s Arms where they were regaled all day, and, 35 

having consented to return, were escorted in the evening to the railway 

stat ion amidst the exclamations of 15,000 persons . The employers got hold 

of seven of these people and brought t hem back to Pres ton to convict 

Mr . Cowell and his colleagues of conspiracy. N o w , if we consider the [real 

facts] of the case , there remains no doubt on the quest ion who are the real 40 

conspira tors . 
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In 1847 the Pres ton cot ton lords reduced wages on a solemn promise to 

res tore them as soon as t rade should have become brisk. In 1853, the year 

of prosperi ty , they refused to keep their word . The working m e n of four mills 

struck, and were supported by the contr ibut ions of the remaining at work. 

5 The masters now conspired together that they would lock their mills, and 

entered each into a £5,000 bond to enforce their conspiracy. The operat ives 

then appealed for support to the o ther towns of Lancashi re , and that support 

was given. The employers had sent emissaries to persuade and incite the 

cot ton lords of other towns to lock ou t their hands , and succeeded in their 

10 endeavor . N o t content wi th this, a vas t subsc r ip t i on was] opened among 

them to counterbalance the [subscriptions] of the operat ives . W h e n they 

found that all these efforts were of no avail, they sent their agents far and 

near to induce laborers and their families, needlewomen, and paupers from 

the workhouses of England and Ir[eland to come] to Pres ton. Finding the 

15 surplus did not flow in fast enough for their wishes , they tried to provoke 

the people to a b reach of the peace . They aggravated them by their insolence. 

They forbade meetings in the Marsh , [but] the people held meetings in 

Blackstone Edge and other interdicted localities. They introduced one hun

dred new police, they swore in special constables , they turned out the fire-

20 brigade, they kept t roops under a rms, and wen t so far as to read the riot 

act in order to provoke a riot. Such was the conspiracy of the masters bu t 

they were defeated in each of their a t tempts . Notwithstanding these facts , 

an indictment of conspiracy is charged, not against the mas ters , bu t against 

the men. Besides , there is a special case bringing the masters under the law 

25 of conspiracy. The m e n of a certain factory r e sumed the work. The mas te r s ' 

commit tee and the men ' s commit tee alike called for explanations. The men 

published a placard to the effect that they had gone to work on condit ion 

of payment at a certain rate . The mas te rs ' commit tee threa tened proceedings 

against the master of that mill to recover £5,000 as penal ty on a bond given 

30 to support the mas ters ' strike. The mill-owner thereupon said something 

which, being a flat contradict ion of men ' s s ta tement , occasioned them all to 

wi thdraw. If [ t h e m a k i n g ] of this bond of £5,000 was a conspiracy in the 

te rms of the law, the menace to enforce i t was still more so. But this is not 

all. The very indictment of the men ' s leaders was brought about by a 

35 conspiracy commit ted by the magisterial benches at Pres ton. According 

to The Times itself, the magistrates got up evidence , sought for it, brought 

up their surplus slaves in cabs to their council chamber , dreading the 

publicity of the t own hall, there to arrange their evidence, and there , in the 

dead of night to pounce on their in tended vict ims. 

40 The expectat ions of these little Napoleons of Lancashi re [ w e r e , ] however , 

set at naught by the good sense of the working people , who neither allowed 
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themselves to be provoked into a b reach of peace , nor to be frightened into 

[submission] to the dictates of the Pres ton parvenus. 

A public meet ing was held in London on Wednesday night in St. Mar t in ' s 

Hall , Long Acre , for the purpose of affording the working classes of the 

metropolis an opportuni ty of expressing their opinion on the conduct of the 5 

Pres ton masters . The following two resolut ions were unanimously ac

cepted: 

"Tha t the present Lord Chancellor of England, w h e n Baron Rolfe, [and] 
in his capaci ty of judge, laid down the law thus : Tha t if the re were no other 

object than to persuade people that i t was their in teres t no t to work except 10 

for cer ta in wages, and not to work under certain regulat ions, complied with 

in a peaceful manner , i t was not illegal. Tha t the opera t ives of Pres ton have 

for a period of thir ty weeks been engaged in a contes t with their employers , 

and during the whole of that time have conducted themselves in the most 

peaceable and orderly manner. That , notwithstanding these facts , four 15 

members of the Operat ives ' Commit tee have been commit ted to take their 

trial at the present Liverpool Assizes on a charge of conspiracy, although 

nei ther violence nor intimidation has been p roved or even charged against 

them. This meeting is therefore of opinion that the conduc t of the manufac

turers and magistrates of Preston is reprehensible ; that they have been guilty 20 

of an unwarrantable assumption of power ; tha t they have des t royed at once 

the equality of the law and personal f reedom; and that such proceedings 

ought to be condemned by the unanimous [voice] of the people . 

Tha t the sympathy and help of the entire of the working classes of the 

Uni ted Kingdom should be devoted to the vindication of just ice and the 25 

maintenance of right. This meeting, therefore, pledges itself to an ex

t raordinary and cont inuous support of the Pres ton operat ives in their present 

trying posit ion, and earnest ly exhorts all who have an interest in the elevation 

of labor to join with them in supporting its bes t in te res t s . " 

[The] L o n d o n press generally condemn the proceedings [of the] Pres ton 30 

mas te rs , not from any sense of just ice bu t [from fear] of the probable results . 

They apprehend that [the] working classes will now unders tand that the 

ind iv idua l ] capitalist who oppresses them is backed by the whole machinery 

[of t h e s ta te , ] and that in order to hit the former they [must] deal wi th the 

latter. 35 

Kar l Marx . 
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The Russian Army. 

To the Edi tor of the Daily N e w s . 

Sir,—It is getting high t ime that we should look our e n e m y straight in t h e face, 

to see what sort of an opponent he may t u r n out to b e . T h e most contradictory 

5 opinions are afloat as to the real military s trength and capabilities of Russia. 

Overrated by some, underra ted by others , the reality appears still to be 

hidden by a veil, removable, n o t by any "Reve la t ions of Russ ia , " b u t by t h e 

actual events of war only. 

Yet there exists a good deal of valuable mat ter in our wes tern l i teratures 

10 which requires nothing b u t sifting and combining. Russia herself has con

tributed plenty of such matter . F o r Russ ian military l i terature m a k e s as 

much, i f n o t more, use of t h e F r e n c h and G e r m a n languages t h a n of its own. 

Witness Major Smitt ' s valuable w o r k on the Polish campaign of 1831, and 

Colonel Tolstoi 's account of t h e invasion of Hungary. T h e military works 

15 wr i t ten in Russian are decidedly inferior to those wri t ten in foreign languages 

by officers of the Russian army. Michailowski-Danilewski 's and Buturl in 's 

Campaigns of 1812, Lukianovi tch ' s Campaign of 1828-29, and similar works , 

t o o m u c h resemble t h e accounts of campaigns which we generally meet with 

in second-rate F r e n c h historical w o r k s . T h e sobriety of facts is drowned in 

20 floods of inflated bombast , events are dis torted according to the exigencies 

of national vanity, the victories achieved on t h e field of batt le are put into 

t h e shade by greater victories achieved on paper by the authors , and de

tract ion from the character of the enemy, w h o e v e r he be, predominates from 

beginning to end. T h e r e is little of that soldierly feeling which knows t h a t 

25 there is m o r e merit in defeating a brave than a cowardly enemy, and which 

makes, for instance, Sir W. Napier ' s Peninsular War so pre-eminently the 

product ion, n o t only of an "off icer," but of a " g e n t l e m a n " also. The necessity 

of keeping up warlike ardour amongst the Russ ian populat ion may explain 

the exis tence of such a style of writing history. But as soon as a wes tern 
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language is chosen, the thing is different. Europe , then , is to judge, and the 

publicity of the wes t would soon scatter to the winds assert ions which, in 

Russia, pass off for gospel truth, because there the opponent has not the r ight 

of reply. The tendency to glorify Holy Russia and her Czar remains the same, 

bu t the choice of means becomes more limited. Accuracy of fact must be 5 

more strictly adhered t o ; a more sedate and businessl ike diction is adopted; 

and in spite of a t tempts at distortion which generally bet ray themselves soon 

enough, there remains at least enough of positive information to make such 

a b o o k in many cases an important historical document . If, bes ides , i t should 

happen to have been writ ten by a man in a relatively independent position, 10 

it may even be excellent as a military history, and this is actually the case 

wi th Smit t ' s His tory of the Polish War . 

The composit ion and organisation of the Russ ian a rmy is known well 

enough to military men all over Europe . The ex t reme simplicity of this 

organisation, as far at least as the "a rmy of opera t ion" is concerned, makes 15 

i t easy to unders tand it. The actual difficulty is merely to know how far this 

organisation has been really carried out , how much of this a rmy exists not 

merely on paper bu t can be brought forward against a foreign foe. I t is on 

this point that these Russian military writings in wes te rn languages are 

principally important . Nat ional pride prevents their au thors , wherever the 20 

enemy has been partially successful and offered a lively res is tance, from 

overrat ing the numbers of combatants on the Russ ian side. In order to guard 

the honour of the Russian arms, they mus t unveil the differences be tween 

the real and nominal strength of Russian armies. Smit t ' s work , which gives 

the official muster-rolls, is particularly useful for this purpose . Tolstoi 's 25 

Hungar ian campaign, on the contrary, quite in ha rmony with the proceedings 

of the Russians in that country , appears to be in tended to show off not so 

much the valour as the formidable and overwhelming numbers of the Russian 

armies , ready to be launched upon the revolut ionary west . 

But if we can arrive at something like certainty regarding that par t at least 30 

of the Russ ian army which more directly menaces the res t of Europe , i t is far 

more difficult to ascertain the real state of the f leet . We shall, later on, 

collect whatever information we have met with, bu t must wait for something 

more definite until "Char ley" gives a bet ter account of it, or sends a few 

specimens over for home-inspection. 35 

The f ortif icatory system, the preliminary prepara t ion of the theatre of war 

for defence and at tack, is of course very difficult of access in a country like 

Russia . The coast defences are to a certain degree delineated in char ts and 

plans , and cannot , from their very nature , be kept entirely hidden. Krons tad t 

and Sebastopol , al though many details of military impor tance are not well 40 

known, are yet not half as mysterious places as they appear to some parties. 
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B u t of the fortifications of Poland, of that very group of fortresses the very 

existence of which proclaims intentions of offensive war and of conquest , 

very little i s k n o w n besides the spots u p o n which t h e y have been built. S o m e 

E u r o p e a n war offices may have obtained, by dint of gold, plans of t h e s e 

5 fortresses from Russ ian employés ; if so, they have kept the information for 

themselves . I f the Polish Emigrat ion could procure such plans, which to them 

should not be impossible, they might, by publishing them, do to Russia a great 

deal more harm than ever they did. 

The Russian army is made up of four great divisions: the great a rmy of 

10 operat ion, the reserves for it, the special and local corps , the Cossacks 

(amongst which are here comprised all irregular t roops , whatever be their 

origin.) 

The peculiar c i rcumstances in which Russ ia is placed require a military 

organisation totally different from that of all o ther European countr ies . 

15 While on the south-east , from the Pacific to the Caspian Sea, her frontiers, 

guarded by deser ts and s teppes , are exposed to no other irruptions bu t those 

of nomadic robber t r ibes, who on such ground are bes t me t by t roops some

what similar to themselves ; while on the Caucasus she has to struggle against 

a hardy race of mounta ineers , bes t combated by a judicious mixture of 

20 regular and irregular forces ; her south-western and westernfront iers require 

the immediate presence of a large army organised upon the mos t regular 

European footing and equipped with a rms equal to those of the wes te rn 

armies i t may have to fight. But as i t is impossible to maintain permanent ìy 

upon the war footing such an army in a country the resources of which are 

25 only very partially developed, par t of the soldiers have to be dismissed on 

furlough, to form a reserve for the war. T h u s arise the four great divisions 

of the Russian army. 

This organisation of the Russian army, the origin of which may be traced 

back as far as the first parti t ion of Poland, has been successively developed 

30 by the succeeding parti t ions of that count ry , the conques ts on the Black Sea, 

the great wars with F rance ; i t has been brought to its present state of per

fection after the Polish revolut ion of 1830. 

The Grea t Army of Operat ion, which is almost exclusively stationed on 

the European frontier of Russia, is more especially a product ion of the 

35 parti t ion of Poland, the wars wi th F rance , and the Polish revolution. I ts 

object is twofold—to maintain in subjection the western , more civilised, and 

non-Russian port ions of the empire , and to hang like a threatening cloud over 

the wes t of Europe , ready to come down u p o n i t with thunder and lightning 

at a moment ' s notice. H o w far this object has been , or ra ther has not been , 

40 obtained during the past , is a mat ter of notoriety. H o w far it may in the 

present war be carried out , we shall have to consider by and by. 
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The grand army of operat ions or active army (deis tvuyushtsheye voisko) 

consis ts of eleven corps d 'a rmée, the corps of guards , the corps of grenadiers , 

six corps of infantry, and three corps of cavalry of reserve . 

This whole organisation is imitated from the system introduced by N a p o 

leon. The eight first named corps cor respond exactly to the army corps of 5 

the F rench during the Great war . The guards and grenadiers appear specially 

dest ined to form the general reserves of the army, while the cavalry corps 

are expected to produce those special decisive effects for which Napoleon 

always kept in reserve large masses of that a rm and of artillery. Thus all the 

first named eight corps , although called infantry corps , are provided by their 10 

very organisation with cavalry and a numerous artillery. They have each a 

complete staff, engineers, pontoon and ammunit ion t rains , parks of artillery, 

and every other requisite of an army destined to act independent ly. The 

guards and grenadiers are rather weaker in infantry than the other corps , then-

regiments having each three battal ions only instead of four. The guards are, 15 

on the other hand, considerably stronger in cavalry and artillery; but i t may 

be expected that in order of batt le the greater part of this will be joined to 

the general cavalry and artillery reserve . The first and second cavalry corps 

consis t of heavy cavalry and horse artillery exclusively (the light regular 

cavalry is at tached to the infantry corps) ; the third cavalry or dragoon corps 20 

has an especial organisation, as these dragoons are intended, same as was 

the fashion formerly, to fight bo th as infantry and cavalry, and thus to form 

a corps of reserve of all a rms , having at the same t ime the mobility and 

rapidity of locomotion exclusively possessed by cavalry. Whether this will 

have been at tained remains to be seen; the exper ience of all other armies, 25 

result ing in the almost complete and general convers ion of dragoons into 

simple cavalry, is of no very favourable augury. This idea has even been 

carried to the extent of attaching bo th to the dragoon corps and to the guards 

battal ions of mounted sappers , miners, and pontoniers—an institution highly 

lauded by the admirers of the Russian system, bu t equally wanting, as yet , 30 

the tes t of actual experience. 

I t may be added that this organisation in eleven corps , wi th their divisions, 

brigades, regiments composing each, does not merely exist on paper or for 

mere administrative purposes . On the contrary , the last Turkish war , the 

Polish campaign, the Hungarian invasion, and the present Turkish war have 35 

shown the dispositions prevailing during peace to be so entirely calculated 

for war that no division, brigade, or regiment has to be separated from its 

corps , and to be at tached to another whenever the m o v e m e n t towards the 

frontiers begins. This is a great military advantage, resulting from the almost 

cons tant state of impending war in which Russ ia is accus tomed to find 40 

herself. Other more peaceable states find, on a war approaching, every wheel 
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and pulley of their war-machinery covered wi th rust , and the whole gearing 

out of tr im; the organisation of a rmy corps , divisions, brigades, complete as 

i t may appear , has to be revolutionised in order to bring t roops quick enough 

to the menaced frontiers; commanders , generals , and staffs are appointed 

5 afresh, regiments are shifted from brigade to br igade, from corps to corps , 

until , when the army is assembled for active operat ions , you have a motley 

reunion of commanders more or less unknown to each other , to their superi

ors , and to their t roops ; most of them, pe rhaps , big with a good deal of 

wounded vanity; and yet you mus t rely upon this brand-new machinery 

10 working well together. The disadvantage is undeniable , although in an army 

like those of the Wes t i t has far less impor tance than in a Russian one . It is 

a disadvantage not to be avoided except in an a rmy on a pe rmanent war 

footing (such as the Austr ian army has been since 1848, in consequence of 

which its corps are also pret ty firmly organised); but for all tha t the higher 

15 degree of industrial perfection existing in wes te rn countr ies makes up , even 

in a merely military point of view, for this and any other disadvantage which 

the exigencies of their civilisation may impose upon them. 
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The European War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4055, 17.April 1854 

The European War. 

The mos t important feature of the news from Europe , brought by the Arct ic 

which arrived yesterday morning, is the certainty that the Russians have 

crossed the Lower Danube , some 50,000 strong, in three corps under the 

immediate command of Prince Gorchakoff, Gen. Lüders and Gen. Oushak- 5 

off, and have occupied a part of the Turkish district of Dobrudja . This district 

belongs to the province of Bulgaria, and is a nar row plain inclosed on the 

wes t and nor th by the Danube—which bends nor thwardly a t Chernavoda, 

and makes a large detour before reaching its mouth,—and on the eas t by the 

Eux ine . A large par t of the district is marshy and liable to be overf lowed; 10 

i t contains several fortresses, such as those of Babadagh, Isaktsha, Matchin 

and Tul tcha, which i t is stated have been captured by the Russians , bu t this 

repor t our well-informed London correspondent p ronounces a mere stock

jobbing invention. Between the plain of the Dobrudja and the interior of 

Turkey the Balkan stretches its protecting chain. The Russians are no nearer 15 

Constant inople than they were previous to this movement , and have gained 

by i t no new advantage over the Turks . In fact, i t seems perfectly clear that 

it is merely a defensive movement , indicating simply their intention to 

wi thdraw from the most wes tern port ions of Wallachia. Their entire force 

in Wallachia mustered seven divisions of infantry, one reserve division at 20 

Ismail , and further back the corps of Tscheodajeff, numbering three divi

sions, which is now supposed to have reached Jassy . The eight divisions, 

together with the cavalry, are hardly above 110,000 strong. Considering the 

possibility of the landing of an Anglo-French corps on the nor th-western 

shores of the Black Sea, menacing the Russian rear , i t is plain that the object 25 

[of the] occupat ion of the Dobrudja is to secure the Russian flank wi th the 

smallest possible sacrifice of ground. There were bu t two means of securing 

a posi t ion which would guard them against the danger of being cut of f,—either 

a direct re t reat upon the Sereth, making the Lower Danube their line of 

178 



The European War 

defense, with Fokshani , Galatch and Ismail as supporting poin ts ; or to dash 

at the Dobrudja, with their front leaning upon Kustendje , Hirsova, Oltenitza 

and Buchares t ; the wall of Trajan, the Danube and the Argish to be the first, 

Buseo the second and the Sereth the third line of defense. The latter plan 

5 was decidedly the best , as for the terrain abandoned on the one side a new 

one is gained on the opposi te f lank, which gives to the retreat the character 

of an advance , and saves the military point d'honneur oí the Russians. The 

possession of the Dobrudja shortens the Russ ian front, allowing them, in the 

wors t case , to retire upon Chotin on the Dniester , even if a landing should 

10 take place at Akerman or Odessa. Fo r the details of the maneuvers by which 

this change in the Russian posit ion has been effected, we have yet to wait . 

Nex t in interest is the moral certainty that the Greek insurrect ion will be 

supported by wha t influence belongs to the monarchy of Greece , the King 

and Queen both having gone to the frontier to encourage the insurgents. In 

15 this emergency, war be tween Greece and Turkey , backed by the allies, is 

nearly inevitable, adding to the complicat ions if not seriously increasing the 

dangers of the general conflict. On the other hand we have the news of 

another proposal of peace from the Czar himself, communicated by way of 

Prussia. Nicholas offers to settle the quarrel if the allies will obtain from 

20 Turkey an act of complete emancipat ion for all her Christ ian subjects . In 

that case he will evacuate the Principalities w h e n the allied fleet passes the 

Dardanelles. H a d these te rms been openly proffered sooner they might have 

greatly diminished the chances of the war , as there is no doubt that the allies 

mean to procure just such an emancipat ion, and refusal to admit at least a 

25 par t of it has already led to the dismissal by the Sultan of two important 

members of his government . But the offer cannot probably now prevent the 

war ; for to the allied fleet a F rench and English army is now added, while 

Sir Charles Napier will have probably a t tacked and taken Aland before new 

orders could be sent out and reach him. Still this proposal may have a greater 

30 importance than we are inclined to at tr ibute to it; on that head we shall 

doubtless have full information by the next s teamer. 

Amid all this confusion and uncerta inty, one thing alone seems clear, and 

that is the extinction of the Moslem power as a distinct polity in Europe . The 

emancipat ion of the Christ ians of Turkey , whe ther effected by peaceful 

35 concess ion or by violence, degrades Is lamism from a political authority to 

a religious sect, and utterly uproots the old foundations of the Ot toman 

Empire . I t not only perfectly recognizes the t ruth of the Czar ' s s ta tement tha t 

the Ot toman Por te is laboring under a dangerous malady, but cuts the pa

t ient 's throat by way of medicat ion. After that operat ion the Sultan m a y 

40 possibly be retained as a political fiction u p o n the throne of his fa thers , bu t 

the real rulers of the country must be looked for elsewhere. I t is clear why 
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in such a case the Russian autocrat should be willing to settle quietly wi th 

his wes tern antagonists. They will have effected in Turkey the most complete 

revolut ion conceivable, and effected it wholly in his interest . After such a 

dissolution of the present ruling authority, his relat ions to the Greek Church 

in the country , and to the Slavonians, will really endow him with the su- 5 

p reme power over it; he will then have the oyster while the wes te rn govern

ments are obliged to content themselves with the shells. Such a con

summation, though now improbable, i s not impossible. But we may be sure 

there are plenty of e lements , not yet developed, which will present ly rush 

in to exercise a powerful influence on the progress of this great struggle. 10 

Among these how far the long-slumbering European Revolut ion is to play 

a leading part is a quest ion which the s ta tesmen of tha t hemisphere affect 

to ignore, but of which they may soon be unpleasant ly reminded. 
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The War Debate in Parliament 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4055, 17. April 1854 

The War Debate in Parliament. 

From Our O w n Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Tuesday , April 4, 1854. 

A singularity of English tragedy, so repulsive to F rench feelings that Voltaire 

5 used to call Shakspere a drunken savage, is its peculiar mixture of the 

sublime and the base , the terrible and the r idiculous, the heroic and the 

bur lesque. But nowhere does Shakspere devolve u p o n the Clown the t a sk 

of speaking the prologue of a heroic d rama. This invention was reserved for 

the Coalition Ministry. Mylord Aberdeen has performed, if not the English 

10 Clown, at least the Italian Pantaloon. All great historical movements appear , 

to the superficial observer , finally to subside into the farce, or at least the 

common-place . But to commence wi th this is a feature peculiar alone to the 

t ragedy entitled, War with Russia, t he prologue of which was reci ted on 

Fr iday evening in bo th Houses of Parl iament , where the Ministry 's address 

15 in answer to her Majesty 's message w a s simultaneously discussed and 

unanimously adopted, to be handed over to the Queen yesterday afternoon, 

sitting upon her throne in Buckingham Palace. The proceedings in the House 

of Lords may be very briefly delineated. Lord Clarendon made the Ministe

rial, and Lord Derby the Opposit ion s ta tement of the case . The one spoke 

20 as the man in office, and the other like the man out of it. Lord Aberdeen , 

the noble Ear l a t the head of the Government , the "ac r imonious" confident 

of the Czar , the "dear , good, and excel lent" Aberdeen of Louis Philippe, the 

"est imable gent leman" of Pio IX al though concluding his se rmon with his 

usual whinings for peace , caused , during the principal par t of his per-

25 formance, their lordships to be convulsed with laughter, by declaring war 

no t on Russia, bu t on The Press, a L o n d o n weekly periodical. Lord Malmes-

bury re tor ted on the noble Ear l ; L o r d Brougham, that "old , foolish w o m a n , " 

as he was styled by William Cobbet t , d iscovered that the contes t on which 
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they were engaged was no " e a s y " o n e ; Earl Grey who , in his Christ ian spirit, 

had contr ived to make the British Colonies the mos t miserable abodes of the 

world, reminded the British people that the tone and temper in which the 

war was referred to , the feeling of animosity evinced against the Czar and 

his Cossacks , was not the spirit in which a Christ ian nat ion ought to en te r 5 

upon war . The Ear l of Hardwicke was of opinion that England was weak in 

the means she possessed for dealing with the Russian navy; that they ought 

no t to have a less force in the Baltic than 20 sail of the line, well armed and 

well manned, with disciplined c rews , and not begin, as they had done, with 

a m o b of newly raised men, a mob in a line-of-battle ship during an act ion 10 

being the wors t of all mobs . The Marquis of Lansdowne vindicated the 

Government , and expressed a hope as to the shor tness and ult imate success 

of the war, because (and this is a characterist ic mark of the noble lord 's 

powers of conception) "i t was no dynast ic war , such a war involving the 

largest consequences , and which i t was the most difficult to put an end t o . " 15 

After this agreeable conversazione in which everybody had given his 

sentiment, the address was agreed to nemine contraddente. 

All the new information to be gathered from this conversazione is limited 

to some official declarations on the part of Lord Clarendon, and the history 

of the secret memorandum of 1844. 20 

Lord Clarendon stated that " a t present the agreement with France consists 

simply of an exchange of notes containing ar rangements with respect to 

military opera t ions ." Consequent ly there exists , at this moment , no treaty 

be tween England-and France . In reference to Austr ia and Prussia he stated 

, tha t the former would maintain an a rmed neutrali ty, and the other a neutral 25 

neutral i ty; but that "wi th such a war as is now about to be waged upon the 

frontiers of both countr ies , i t would be impossible for either power to pre

serve a neutral i ty ." Finally he declared that the peace to be brought about 

by the impending^ war , would only be a glorious peace "if they did secure 

.equal rights and immunities for the Christian subjects of Turkey . " 30 

N o w we know that the Sheik-el-Islam has already been deposed for having 

refused to sanct ion by a fetva the t reaty granting this equalization of r ights; 

t ha t the g rea tes t exci tement exists on the par t of the old Turkish populat ion 

at Constant inople; and by a telegraphic dispatch received to-day we learn 

that the Czar has declared to Prussia that he is willing to wi thdraw his t roops 35 

from t h e Principalities if the Wes te rn Powers should succeed in imposing 

such a t reaty upon the Por te . All he wants is to b reak the Osman rule. If the 

Western Powers propose to do it in his stead, he, of course , is not the madman 

to wage war with them. 

N o w to the history of the secret memorandum, which I collect from the 40 

speeches of Derby, Aberdeen, Malmesbury and Granville. The memorandum 
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was " intended to be a provisional, conditional and secret ar rangement be 

tween Russia, Austr ia and England, to make certain arrangements with 

respect to Turkey, which F rance , without any consent on her part , was to 

be obliged to concur in . " This memorandum, thus described in the words 

5 of Lord Malmesbury, was the result of pr ivate conferences be tween the 

Czar, the Earl of Aberdeen, the Duke of Wellington and Sir Rober t Peel. It 

was by the advice of Aberdeen that the Czar addressed himself to the Duke 

and to Sir Rober t Peel. It remains a matter of controversy be tween Lord 

Aberdeen and his opponents , whether the memorandum was drawn up by 

10 Count Nesse l rode , on the re turn of the Czar to St. Petersburg subsequently 

to his visit to England in 1844, or whether i t was d rawn up by the English 

Ministers themselves as a record of the communicat ions made by the 

Emperor . 

The connect ion of the Earl of Aberdeen with this document was dis-

15 tinguished from that of a mere Minister with an official document as proved, 

according to the s ta tement of Malmesbury , by another paper not laid before 

the House. The document was considered of the greatest impor tance , and 

such as might not be communicated to the o ther powers , notwithstanding 

Aberdeen ' s assurance that he had communica ted the " s u b s t a n c e " to France . 

20 The Czar, at all events , was not aware of such a communicat ion having been 

made . The document was sanctioned and approved by the Duke of Wel

lington and Sir Rober t Peel. I t was not brought under the cognizance and 

considerat ion of the Peel Cabinet , of which Lord Derby was at tha t t ime a 

member . I t remained not with the ordinary papers of the Foreign Office, bu t 

25 in the private cus tody of each successive Secretary of State , with no copy 

of i t whatever in the Foreign Office. W h e n Lord Derby acceded to office, 

he knew nothing of it, al though himself a member of the Peel Cabinet in 1844. 

When the Ear l of Aberdeen left office, he handed it over in a b o x to Lord 

Palmerston, w h o handed the b o x of Pandora over to his successor, Ear l 

30 Granville, w h o , as he states himself, at the reques t of Baron Brunnow, the 

Russian Embassador , handed i t over to the Ear l of Malmesbury on his 

accession to the Foreign Office. But, in the meant ime, there appears to have 

been an alteration, or ra ther a falsification in the original indorsement of the 

document , since the Earl of Granville sent it to the Ear l of Malmesbury wi th 

35 a note stating that it was a memorandum drawn up by Baron Brunnow, as 

the result of the conferences be tween the Empero r of Russia, Sir Rober t Peel 

and Lord Aberdeen, the name of the Duke of Wellington not being mentioned 

at all. No other motive can be supposed for this false allegation but the 

anxiety to conceal the importance of the memorandum by describing it as 

40 a mere annotat ion of the Embassador , instead of an official document issued 

from the Chancellory at St. Petersburg. 
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Such w a s the importance Russia a t tached to this document tha t 48 hours 

after L o r d Malmesbury had been in office, Baron Brunnow came and asked 

him whether he had read it; bu t Malmesbury had no t then done so, i t being 

no t forwarded to him till a few days after. Baron Brunnow urged on him the 

necess i ty of reading this document , which he stated constituted the key of 

all conferences with Russia. F r o m that moment , however , he never men

tioned the document again to the Derbyi tes , apparent ly judging the Tory 

Administrat ion too powerless or too t ransi tory for carrying out the Russian 

policy. In December , 1852, the Derby Government wen t out , and shortly after 

the intelligence of the formation of the Coalition reaching St. Petersburg, on 

Jan . 11, the Czar again opened this question—a sufficient evidence this that 

he thought the cabinet of all the talents ready to act on the basis of this 

memorandum. 

H e r e , then, we have the most compromising revelat ions made in the House 

of Lords by the most irreversible witnesses , all of t h e m having been Prime 

or Foreign Ministers of Grea t Britain. An "eventua l engagement"—the ex

press ion used in the memorandum—is secretly en tered into with Russia by 

an English Foreign Minister, no t only wi thout the sanct ion of Parl iament, 

bu t behind the backs of his own colleagues, two of t hem only having been 

initiated into the mystery . The paper is for ten years withheld from the For

eign Office and kept in clandestine cus tody by each successive Foreign Mini

ster. Whenever a ministry disappears from the scene , the Russ ian Embassa 

dor appears in Downing-st . and intimates to the new-comer that he had to 

look closely a t the bond , the secret bond , entered into not be tween the 

nat ion as legally represented, bu t be tween some Cabinet-Minister and the 

Czar , and to act according to the line of conduct prescr ibed in a Russian 

memorandum drawn up in the Chancellory of St. Petersburg. 

If this be not an open infraction of the Consti tut ion, if not a conspiracy 

and high t reason, if not collusion with Russia, we are at a loss to unders tand 

the meaning of these te rms . 

At the same time we unders tand from these revelat ions w h y the criminals, 

perfectly secure , are allowed to remain at t he he lm of the Sta te , at the very 

epoch of an ostensible war with Russia, with w h o m they are convicted to 

have permanent ly conspired, and w h y the Par l iamentary opposi t ion is a mere 

sham, intended to annoy bu t not to impeach them. All Fore ign Ministers , and 

consequent ly all the successive Administrat ions since 1844 are accomplices , 

each of them becoming so from the moment he neglected to accuse his 

p redecessor and quietly accepted the myster ious box . By the mere af

fectat ion of secrecy each of them became guilty. E a c h of them became a 

par ty to the conspiracy by concealing i t from Parl iament. By law the con

cealer of stolen goods is as criminal as the thief. A n y legal proceeding, 
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therefore, would ruin not only the Coalition, bu t their rivals also, and not 

only these Ministers , but the Par l iamentary part ies they represent , and no t 

only those parties, but the governing classes of England. 

I may remark, en passant, tha t the only speech delivered in the House of 

5 Lords wor th mentioning is tha t of the Ear l of Derby; but his criticism of the 

memorandum and the secret correspondence—and I may say the same with 

respect to the debate in the Commons—contains nothing that I have not stated 

before in the full analysis I gave you of that fatal memorandum and that 

extraordinary correspondence . 

10 " T h e power of declaring war is a prerogat ive of the Crown, a real p re 

rogative; and if H e r Majesty summons her Parl iament , and informs them that 

she has found i t necessary to engage herself in war , i t is not an occasion w h e n 

the Commons enter on the policy or impolicy of the war. I t is their duty, under 

such c i rcumstances , to rally round the th rone , and to take a proper , sub-

15 sequent and consti tutional occasion of comment ing on the policy which may 

have led to the wa r . " So said Mr. Disraeli in the sitting of the Commons , and 

so said all the Commoners , and yet The Times fills seventeen columns with 

their comments on that policy. W h y was this? E v e n because i t was not the 

"occas ion , " because their ta lk would remain result less. But we must except 

20 Mr. Layard , who stated plainly: "If it should be the feeling of the House , 

after wha t he should state to them, that the conduc t of the Ministers should 

force the subject of a Par l iamentary inquiry, he should not shrink from 

the duty thus imposed upon him, and would be ready to ask the Ministers 

to fix an early day on which the mat ter might be brought forward ." Y o u will 

25 comprehend now the reason w h y The Times begins to doubt the justice of 

the Assyrian discoveries of Mr . Layard . 

Lord J .Russel l , who introduced the address in the House of C o m m o n s , 

distinguished himself f rom Lord Clarendon only by his intonation of the 

words integrity, liberty, independence , civilization, whereby he secured the 

30 cheers of his more c o m m o n audience. 

Mr. Layard , w h o rose to reply to him commit ted two great b lunders , which 

disfigured his otherwise remarkable speech. In the first place, he sought to 

establish the existence of opposi te e lements in the Coalition, the Russian 

element and the English element, t he Aberdeen fraction and the Palmers ton 

35 fraction, these two fractions possessing no other distinction than their lan

guage and their modes of subserviency to Russia. The one is a par t isan of 

Russia, because he does not unders tand her, and the other although he 

unders tands her. The former is, therefore , an open part isan, and the other 

a secret agent. The former, therefore , serves gratuitously, and the latter is 

40 paid. The former is less dangerous because placed in open antagonism to the 

feelings of the English people ; the latter is fatal, because he makes himself 
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pass for the incarnation of the national animosity against Russia. With 

Mr. Layard we mus t presume that i t is ignorance of the man whom he places 

in opposit ion to Aberdeen. For Mr. Disraeli, who employed the same con

trast , there is no such excuse . No man knows Lord Palmers ton bet ter than 

tha t chief of the Opposit ion, who declared already in 1844, that no foreign 5 

policy of any Minister had ever been so fatal to Brit ish interests as that of 

the noble Lord . The second blunder commit ted by Mr. Layard was his argu

men t that The Times was the direct organ of the Aberdeen par ty because 

the secret and confidential correspondence , two or three days after arrival, 

furnished materials for its leading articles, which endeavored to bring the 10 

country to consent to the nefarious t ransact ion intended at St. Petersburg, 

especially its articles during February and March of last year . Layard would 

have done better to conclude with Lord Palmers ton tha t those materials were 

furnished by the Russian Embassy a t London , w h e n he would have been able 

to charge bo th The Times and the Foreign Office with being the organs of 15 

the St. Petersburg Cabinet. 

Holding the opinion that The Times is, in fact, a greater power than the 

Coalition, not as to its opinions but as to the data which const i tute the 

t reasonable character of this secret cor respondence ; I subjoin the whole 

s ta tement of Mr. Layard against tha t paper : 20 

" T h e first of these secret dispatches was received in this count ry on the 

23d of January , 1853, and on the 26th of the same mon th appeared in The 

Times t he first of those articles to which he had referred. T h e next dispatch 

was received on the 6th of February , 1853, and on the 11th of the same month , 

four days afterward, there appeared an extraordinary article in The Times, 25 

from which he would now quote . In one part of the article i t was stated: 

'We do not suppose that i t is the intention or the policy of Russia to 

accelerate a catas t rophe in the Eas t , and the good offices of this count ry will 

again be employed to lessen the perils of a situation which is becoming 

critical. We cannot , however , forget that the a t tempt to prolong the brutal 30 

and decrepi t authori ty of the Turks in Europe is purchased by the surrender 

of fine provinces and a large Christian populat ion to barbarous mis-

government ; and we shall rejoice when civilization and Christianity are able 

to repair the injuries of the Ot toman conquest . ' 

Again, it was stated in The Times on the 23d of Februa ry 1853, after various 35 

comments on the exhausted state of Turkey: 

'With the u tmost political caducity, with a total wan t of ability and integrity 

in the men who are still its rulers , with a declining Mussu lman populat ion, and 

an exhausted t reasury, the Porte unites as if by way of derisory contrast a 

dominion over some of the most fertile regions, the finest ports and the most 40 

enterprising and ingenious people of Southern E u r o p e . . . . I t is hard to 
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comprehend how so great a posit ive evil can have been so long defended 

by politicians as a relative good; and, though we are no t insensible to the 

difficulties at tending any change in the terri tories of so huge an empire, we 

are disposed to view with satisfaction ra ther than with alarm the approach 

5 of a per iod ' 

H o w did The Times know the period was approaching? 

'when it will be impossible to prolong the dominion of such a Government 

as that of the Porte over such a country as that which is now subject to i ts 

authori ty. Perhaps that period is less distant than is commonly supposed; 

10 and it may be the part of wise s ta tesmen to provide against such a con

juncture , which i t is beyond their power indefinitely to pos tpone . We do no t 

believe, and we do not mean to imply, that any combinat ion of Austr ia and 

Russia , hostile to the territorial claims of the Ot toman Empire , is now in 

exis tence, or is likely to be formed without the knowledge of the other 

15 European powers . We have strong grounds to believe'—When The Times 

says that , we know what i t means—'that Pr ince Menchikoff is sent from 

St. Pe tersburg to Constant inople upon a special embassy , for the express 

purpose of declaring, in the name of the Empero r Nicholas , tha t as head of 

the Greek Church he cannot submit, or allow the Eas te rn Church to submit, 

20 to the conditions of the firman recent ly obtained by the French Embassador 

wi th reference to the Holy Shrines in the Holy Land . ' 

N o w , the first intimation of Prince Menchikoff ' s mission was contained 

in Sir H . S e y m o u r ' s dispatches, received February 14 and February 21 . I t 

was important to observe that on the 6th of March , 1853, arr ived the dispatch 

25 giving the whole of the Empero r of Russ ia ' s plan for the parti t ion of Turkey. 

The answer to it, as he had before said, was not re turned before the 23d of 

March , and no Cabinet Council was held until the 13th of March , though cer

tain members of the Government had seven days previously received the E m 

peror ' s proposal . Tha t proposal was not submit ted to their colleagues till the 

30 13th of March, bu t it had been previously submitted to The Times, for on 

the 7th of March, the morning f ollpwing the receipt of the dispatch, which 

then could not have been known to more than two or three members of the 

Cabinet , and which could not then have been seen by any clerk in the Foreign 

Office, there appeared a particular article in The Times. (Hea r , hear . ) The 

35 article said, among other things, that 

'The state of the Turkish Empire and the relat ions of the European Powers 

to t h e Eas t are subjects on which i t may be useful for reflecting politicians 

and the independent press to form and express opinions, though the con

summation to which these opinions point be still unwelcome and remote . 

40 Statesmen, bound to t ransact the business of the day, and to recognize at 

every tu rn the obligations of what is called State necessi ty, are restrained 
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within narrower limits, and would probably be unable to give effect to any 

novel or original concept ion if i t had not previously been enter tained by the 

mind and reason of the p u b l i c ' 

He entreated the noble Lord to mark the words which followed, for they 

referred to the object ion which he had offered. 5 

'We are therefore by no means surprised that , in advert ing to the dif

ferences which have recently taken place in Turkey , and especially on its 

Eu rope a n frontiers, Lord John Russell should have expressed his dissent 

f rom the opinions which have been recently put forward on this subject, and 

should have repea ted in his place in Parl iament, speaking under the weight 10 

of official responsibility, the old story of the integrity and independence of 

the Ot toman Empire . We ourselves , however , are no t affected by similar 

considerat ions . ' 

H o w did the writer know that the noble lord d issented? (Hear . ) The article 

proceeded: 15 

'We do not, therefore, concur in the opinion of L o r d J. Russell that no 

greater calamity could occur to Europe a t the present t ime than the neces

sity of considering what ought to be done in such a case as the dismember

ment of tha t empire . ' 

L e t the House mark the following words , for they were almost identical 20 

with those of the Emperor of Russia: 

' I t would, we think, be a far greater calamity that the d i smemberment 

commenced before any such considerat ion had t aken place. ' 

(Hea r , Hear . ) They were the very words . The wri ter wen t on thus : 

'And here we mus t be allowed to express our surprise that any s ta tesman 25 

should, for an instant, confound the policy which i t might be proper to pursue 

in the event of a dissolution of the Turkish Empi re with that which led to 

the parti t ion of Poland. No doubt the argument of Sta te necessi ty still re

mains to support the integrity and independence of the Turkish Empi re ; but 

tha t argument s tands alone against a host of evils, and it means , in reality, 30 

no more than the fear of dealing with a momentous and uncer ta in quest ion. 

Yet , so strange are the prepossess ions on this subject which have been 

fostered, especially of late years , that an a t tempt to discuss this quest ion on 

its own merits is v iewed in some quar ters as an act of political depravity, 

and a violation of all the laws which bind nat ions together . ' 35 

The next article appeared on the 10th of March. T h e H o u s e might, perhaps , 

have been of opinion that hitherto he had not shown that the writer in The 

Times employed the exact words used in the d ispa tches ; but the article 

he was about to read would remove all doubt u p o n tha t point . On the 

10th of March an article appeared in The Times commencing with these 40 

w o r d s : 
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'Pr ince Menchikoff arrives in a more strictly diplomatic capacity, and we 

have reason to believe that his instructions are more conciliatory than those 

of Count Leiningen. ' 

A similarity of expression would be found in Sir H. Seymour ' s dispatch 

5 of the 21st of February : 

'His Excel lency (Count Nesse l rode) wished to assure me that the in

structions with which Prince Menchikoff would be provided were of a 

conciliatory na ture . ' 

The article cont inued: 

10 'We mus t venture to say that it implies some penury of resources in modern 

s ta tesmen that , when they have to deal wi th a quest ion which involves the 

civilization of great provinces , the res tora t ion of Christianity itself to that 

supremacy which it once enjoyed in all par ts of Europe , and the progressive 

welfare of millions of human beings, the only expedient on which they can 

15 agree is to dress up a Turk ' s head in a turban, and agree to treat it as if it 

was still a symbol of force and empire . ' 

A Cabinet Council was held on the 19th of March , at which the dispatch 

received on the 6th of that month was discussed, and an answer to i t was 

re turned on the 23d of March , containing this passage : 

20 'Although her Majesty 's Government feel compelled to adhere to the 

principles and the policy laid down in Lord John Russell 's dispatch of the 

9th of February , yet they gladly comply wi th the Empero r ' s wish, that the 

subject should be further and frankly discussed. ' 

On the same day an article appeared in The Times, in which some of the 

25 phrases used in Lord Clarendon 's dispatch might be found. The article 

commenced thus : 

'The opinions we have expressed on the p resen t condit ion and future 

prospects of the Ot toman Empi re do not coincide with the views enter tained 

by Lord J .Russel l , and communicated by him to the House of C o m m o n s ; 

30 they differ from the course of policy which this country has pursued in 

former t imes and on several occasions ; and they are entirely at variance wi th 

the sys tem which a large numerical propor t ion of the London press is at

tempting, not very brilliantly or successfully, to defend. ' 

Honor to the British press that , though want ing the brilliant epigrammatic 

35 pen which had shaken a Colonial Minister and almost upset a Cabinet, it did 

not support the views of The Times. The Times added near the end of its 

article: 

' H e (the Emperor ) has said that i t is an object of his ambit ion to stand well 

with this country , and to deserve its confidence. His proceedings on this 

40 occas ion will bring that assurance to the test , and he can give us no greater 

proof of moderat ion and good faith toward Turkey and the rest of Eu rope 
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than a willingness to cooperate on these subjects , as he has before done , wi th 

the British Government . ' 

On the same day on which The Times announced that its endeavors to 

reconcile the British public to the parti t ion of Turkey had failed, the answer 

to the dispatch which had been delayed for 16 days was sent to St. Petersburg. 5 

(Hea r , hear . ) He need not t rouble the House with further extracts f rom The 

Times." 
Mr. Bright supported the character of Mr . Cobden , in order to afford 

another opportuni ty to Lord Palmers ton to gather populari ty by abuse of 

Russ ia and sham-energetic defense of the war-policy. Among other things 10 

Palmers ton stated: 

" N o w , i t is known, I think, to those who have given their at tention to the 

affairs of Europe for a considerable t ime past , tha t the views of Russ ia upon 

Turkey a r e n o t o f yesterday, or indeed of any recen t da te . ( H e a r . ) I t i s known 

that for a great length of t ime it has been the standing and established policy 15 

of Russia to endeavor to obtain possession of at least the European par t of 

Turkey , and subsequently of Asiatic Turkey. This policy has been pursued 

with undeviat ing and systematic perseverance . I t has been ever kept in view. 

When opportunit ies have offered, steps in advance have been made , and 

w h e n checks have been experienced, those steps have been wi thdrawn; bu t 20 

only for the purpose of taking advantage of the next opportuni ty which 

offers. (Hea r , hear . ) Delay has been no e lement in mitigating or in inducing 

Russia to abandon its schemes. I ts policy has been to keep one object in 

view—not to hurry, not to lose its object by premature ly grasping at its 

possession, bu t to watch the course of the other Governments of Europe , 25 

and to take advantage of every opportuni ty which might present itself, by 

which i t could get even the slightest advance toward the ult imate object of 

its ambi t ion." 

N o w compare this declaration of Lord Palmers ton wi th those he made in 

1829, '30, ' 31 , '33 , '36, '40, ' 4 1 , '42, '43, '46, '48, '49, and you will find that 30 

the above is less a reply to Mr. Bright than to his o w n former policy. But while 

this cunning foe, by such onslaughts upon Russia, conciliates the sympathies 

of the public, he on the other hand secures favor with the Czar , by the 

following observat ion: 

" N o w , Sir, do I blame the Russian Government for entertaining such a 35 

policy? A policy of aggrandizement pursued by legitimate means is a policy 

which you m a y condemn as dangerous to yourselves , which you may oppose 

as destruct ive of the independence and the liberties of other States , bu t which 

is not a reproach to the Government which pursues it, provided it be pursued 

by open, undisguised, and avowed means , without concealment , without 40 

subterfuge, and without fraud. N o w , the course which, I am sorry to say, 
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the Russian Government has pursued in all these recent t ransact ions has not 

been that open and straightforward course which would justify i t in avowing 

and in boldly declaring its pol icy." 

But the only reproach to be made against the Russian Government was 

5 just , as Mr. Disraeli t e rmed it, her fatal frankness. Palmerston, accordingly, 

by disapproving only of wha t Russ ia did not do , justifies entirely that which 

she really has done. 

Mr . Disraeli 's criticism of the secret papers was clever, as usual , bu t missed 

its effect by his declaration that i t was out of place, and that his only intention 

10 in addressing the House was to suppor t the address . It is painful to see a m a n 

of his genius cajoling a Palmerston, not only in the House , but also in his 

reputed organ, The Press, from so sordid a motive as the politics of place 

and party. 

In yes terday ' s sitting of the H o u s e , Sir J . Graham stated that he had re -

15 ceived intelligence that the fleet had entered the Black Sea, and was in the 

neighborhood of Varna . 

In the House of Lo rds , Lord Aberdeen gave notice that on Tuesday , the 

11th, he should move the adjournment of the H o u s e till Thursday , 27th inst. 
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Russia and the German Powers—Corn Prices 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4059, 21. April, 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, April 7, 1854. 

Lord Clarendon declared last night in the House of Lords that " h e had reason 

to be l i eve" that the news of the landing of 4,000 Russians in the Dobrodja 

by means of t ransports from Odessa was unt rue . He was not aware that the 5 

Russ ian fleet had left Sevastopol which point had been watched, now and 

then, by English and French s teamers . With regard to the alleged inactivity 

of the fleets, he begged to say that a blockade of Sevastopol and Odessa could 

only be under taken by the whole of the combined squadron, which would 

have been a dangerous undertaking during the bad season. He believed, 10 

therefore , tha t i t had been politic to retain them at Beikos . The Vienna 

cor respondent of The Times concurs in this v iew of L o r d Clarendon, and 

moreover , s tates the t rue motives of his policy. The apprehension of riots 

a t Constant inople has never been more justified than since the negotiations 

for "Christ ian emancipa t ion" have become known, and it would have been 15 

highly " impol i t ic" to move the fleets from the Bosphorus before the arrival 

of a sufficient land force, i.e., sufficient to pu t d o w n the Turks . 

In the House of Commons Lord John Russell said the responsibili ty for 

the Greek insurrect ions rested with the Cour t of Athens , which had favored 

them at first secretly, and now openly. 20 

The debates of the week offer nothing of interest , except that on 

Mr. Moore ' s motion for a Select Commit tee to take into considerat ion the 

case of the appointment of H. Stonor to the office of a Judge in the colony 

of Victoria, t he said Stonor having been repor ted by a Commit tee of the 

House to have been guilty of bribery at the elections in the borough of Sligo 25 

in 1853, the appointment of the Commit tee was granted. The prosecut ion of 

Mr . Stonor is, however , a mere pre text for renewing, on fresh ground, the 

bat t le be tween the two fractions of the broken Ir ish Brigade. To wha t degree 

the sanct imonious clique of Mr. Gladstone and his co-Peelites are involved 
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and comprised in these Ir ish scandals , may be judged from the following 

remark of The Morning Post: 

" In the letters that have been produced , the gossip that has been retailed 

and the evidence which has been given before Parl iamentary Commit tees 

5 within the last few weeks , there is m u c h calculated to give strength to the 

suspicion that the Peelite section of the coalition have , for some time past , 

systematically employed agents to influence many of the Irish elections, and 

that they have supplied them largely with money for the purpose . The D u k e 

of Newcas t le is especially compromised There certainly appears to have 

10 been a conference of preferment upon individuals conducting election 

business , seemingly under his instruct ion." 

The Daily News of to-day publishes the t rea ty be tween France , England 

and Turkey, which, however , merely contains the ar rangements for military 

action. The wes te rn powers are careful not to bring the real conditions of 

15 their "ass is tance to the Sul tan" into the form of a t reaty. These are imposed 

by Lord Stratford de Redcliff e and his minatory appara tus in loco, and made 

to appear as the voluntary act of the Turkish Government . 

The peace-mission of the Prince of Mecklenburg to Berlin had no other 

object in view but to furnish the King of Pruss ia with a new pretext for 

20 keeping aloof from the Wes te rn Alliance. I am informed from Berlin tha t 

Russia would only acknowledge the Swedish declarat ion of neutrality after 

the King had bound himself to re i ssue to the commandants of the Swedish 

harbors the old regulations, according to which no more than four foreign 

men-of-war are allowed to anchor within the range of the guns of any port . 

25 As this order considerably departs f rom the stipulations of neutrality agreed 

upon be tween Sweden and Denmark , new negotiat ions be tween the Scandi

navian powers on the one hand, and the wes te rn powers on the other hand, 

are to be anticipated. I t is generally believed at Stockholm that the Russians 

will abandon their occupat ion of Aland, and raze their fortifications on that 

30 island, carrying away the guns and other material of war . A telegraphic 

dispatch received to-day states that this s tep had already been carr ied out. 

The Austr ian corps d'observation in the south-eastern por t ions of Hungary 

is now on a complete war footing, and d rawn up in the different posit ions 

allotted to it. The concentrat ion required from ten to twelve days . The 

35 German papers generally assume tha t this a rmy would be destined to take 

the Turkish army in the flank, in case of Austr ia joining actively with Russia , 

and there would be no difficulty in doing so. But the Austr ians can only enter 

Turkey either by Mehadia , w h e n they would have the Turkish army in their 

front, or by Belgrade, when they would find themselves in a line with the 

40 extended left flank of the Turks . It is m u c h more probable , therefore, tha t 

if the Austr ians enter Turkey with hostile intent ions, they will march from 
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Belgrade upon Sophia by Kruscheva tz and Nissa ; bu t even in that case the 

Turks would have a shorter way to Sophia, by marching from Widdin in a 

direct line southward. 

The repor t of the Prussian Loan-Commit tee in the Second Chamber , 

contains an account of the policy pursued by Prussia in the Eas te rn Quest ion, 5 
and publishes several diplomatic documents which have not ye t found then-
way into the English press . I propose , therefore, to give you some important 

ext rac ts from that report . 

At the end of January the Russian Embassador at Berlin, handed a proposi

t ion to the Prussian Government , simultaneously with the proposi t ions made 10 

by Coun t Orloff to the Austr ian Court , according to which the three Courts 

of Prussia, Austr ia and Russia were to sign a joint protocol . In the preamble 

to the draft of this protocol it is stated that the motive of this common 

engagement was the desire to draw closer the alliance of the three powers , 

in v iew of the dangers threatening the peace of E u r o p e , and to regulate the 15 
relations both be tween them and with the wes tern powers under the im

pending juncture . This draft contained the following three points : 

1. The two German powers bind themselves formally, in the case of an 

active participation by France and England in the Russo-Turkish war, to 

observe the strictest neutrali ty; and declare if they should be again pressed 20 

or menaced by the wes tern powers , tha t they are resolved to defend their 

neutrali ty, in case of need, with arms. 

2 . The three powers will consider any a t tack by F rance or England on the 

respect ive terri tories of Austria, Prussia, or any other German State , as a 

violation of their o w n territory, and will defend each other , as c i rcumstances 25 
may require , and in accordance to a common military unders tanding (now 

arranged be tween General Hess and the Prussian Minister of War at 

Berlin). 

3. The Emperor of Russia repeats his assurance that he intends to bring 

the war to a close as soon as compatible with his dignity and the well-under- 30 
stood interests of his empire. Considering, however , that the ulterior de

velopment of events is likely to alter the existing s tate in Turkey , His Majesty 

obliges himself, if he should come to any unders tanding on that point with 

the naval powers , to take no definitive resolution without previous concer t 

with his German allies. 35 
This draft was accompanied by a dispatch from Count Nesse l rode , in 

which the Chancellor reminds Prussia and Austr ia of the impor tance of that 

triple alliance which had so long been the shield of Eu rope . In sight of the 

impending war his imperial master considered himself obliged to earnest ly 

appeal to his friends and allies. Their common interest made it necessary to 40 
define the posit ion which they had now to occupy under these grave eventu-
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alities. Pointing out the one-sided advance of the wes te rn powers , he called 

attention to their want of considerat ion for the interests of the German 

powers . Russia acted differently. She was prepared to submit alone to the 

burdens of war , and would ask neither sacrifices nor aid from her friends 

5 and allies. The welfare of bo th powers and of Germany depended on their 

union. In this way they would succeed in prevent ing the crisis from ex

tending, and perhaps shor ten it. The Russian dispatch next proceeds to 

examine the three alternative positions open to the German powers : Com

m o n action with Russia against the naval power s ; alliance with the latter 

10 against Russia, or lastly, a strict neutrali ty. As to an alliance with Russia, 

the Czar did not require it, and as to an action against him, i t was impossible 

if the German powers would not submit to the menace of the wes tern powers . 

This would be the acknowledgment of a disgraceful necessi ty to the end of 

bringing about a deplorable future. Russia , inat tackable in her o w n terri tory, 

15 apprehended neither military invasions nor the more pernicious invasions 

of the revolutionary spirit. If her allies deser ted her, she knew how to restrict 

herself to her own resources , and would arrange herself so as to dispense 

with t hem in future, (M. de Nessel rode wri tes his dispatches in German 

taking care that translation into another language becomes a mat ter of 

20 downright despair. As a specimen of his German exercises I give you the 

last sentence in the original w o r d s : Wenn seine Alliirten es verliessen, so 

würde es sich gesagt sein lassen, sich auf sich selbstzurückzuziehen und sich 
so einrichten, ihrer in Zukunft entbehren zu können.) But the Czar had full 

confidence in the known sent iments of his friends and allies, and in their 

25 gallant armies , which had been connected long since with those of Russia 

by the bapt ism of blood, (Bluttaufe) and by an identity of principles no t to 

be denied. The third alternative only the Russian Cabinet thinks wor thy of 

the German Courts , as corresponding with their interests , and appropria te ; 

by continuing their par ts as media tors , to realize the particular desires of 

30 Russia. I t must , however , be unders tood that this neutrality could not be an 

indefinite one , or merely provisional, or an expectant one , because such an 

att i tude would be const rued as hostile by either belligerent, especially by 

Russia . Tha t neutrality should rather be founded on the principles (of the 

Holy Alliance) which, during many trials, had secured the general tranquillity 

35 and the peace of the world. It was the duty of the German powers to give 

effect to this basis of their policy, if need be , by arms. If the one (France) 

of the two marit ime powers should meditate or venture upon an at tack of 

Germany, the other one (England) would instantly change her position. At 

all ins tances , if such an event should occur , Russ ia was ready to come forth 

40 and support t hem with all the forces at her command . 

This proposit ion was declined at Berlin, and some days later at Vienna too . 
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Manteuffel then still played the independent s ta tesman, and declared in a 

dispatch to St. Petersburg that , by the desire of a r enewed triple alliance, 

Russia, which pre tended not to require the aid of Prussia , ye t asked for it, 

though in an indirect form. "With regard to the revolut ionary spirit, which 

Russia did not fear, he would observe that Prussia , too , had subjected it 5 

wi thout foreign aid." The independent minister, who " s a v e d " Prussia by 

putting himself at the head of the counter-revolution, cannot suppress his 

irritation at seeing Prussia, which had no Hungary , p laced in a line with 

Austria. 

While Prussia thus boas ts of her security, the o ther documents alluded to 10 

in the repor t p rove that in the last days of February Aust r ia submitted to 

Prussia the draft of a convent ion to be concluded be tween the four powers . 

Pruss ia declined it in a dispatch dated the 5th of March. But it is characterist ic 

of this power that i t declares at the same time that the Government of 

Freder ick William IV still considered the concer t of the four powers as the 15 

bes t means to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the complication. Austr ia, 

consequent ly , was forced also to drop the convent ion which would have put 

an end to the equivocal position of bo th German powers . 

A Pruss ian dispatch of March 16 contains the following important pas

sage: 20 

" T h e Prussian Cabinet had noticed the measures taken by Austr ia wi th 

a view to maintain her interests on the south-eastern frontiers. I t was t rue 

tha t Prussia , like all other German States , had to pro tec t its own particular 

in teres ts ; bu t this should no t exclude an unders tanding wi th Austria. On 

the contrary , Prussia was ready to enter into a concer t , as far as the main- 25 

tenance of German interests required. F rom this motive she looked forward 

to communicat ions on the following points : 

1. Whether Austr ia was prepared, in order to secure the tranquillity of her 

o w n frontier provinces, to occupy the contiguous Turkish provinces? 

2. Whethe r she would take possession of the lat ter , and hold them as a 30 

pledge, till the restorat ion of peace? 

3. Whethe r she intended to participate actively in the w a r ? " 

I t would wholly depend on the answer to these several quest ions for 

Pruss ia to come to a conclusion as to what the maintenance of German 

interests would require , and whether she could do anything to mitigate the 35 

pressure applied to Austria by the western powers, (not by Russia!). 

On March 14, the Prussian Government addressed a circular N o t e to the 

German Courts in the one sense, and the Austr ian Government in the op

posite sense . The Prussian circulaire says the impending war will be of a 

purely local character . Austria, on the contrary , maintains that the struggle 40 

is likely to take a turn which would intimately affect her o w n relat ions. As 
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long as c i rcumstances should permit , she would not participate in the war ; 

bu t she had to consider also the eventual i ty of a participation in it. The 

interests involved in this question were likewise those of the German States . 

The Imperial Cabinet , therefore , t rus ted that in such a contingency Prussia 

5 and the other German Cour ts would join their forces with those of Austria. 

The German Confederat ion would then be called upon to show that , beyond 

its present defensive at t i tude, i t k n e w also how to fill an active par t in this 

quest ion. Austr ia would make a further declarat ion as soon as the war 

be tween the western powers and Russia should have been actually declared. 

10 If there were yet any means to prevent the increase of those dangers which 

now threa tened Europe , i t would be found in the common action of Austr ia 

and Prussia, joined by their Ge rman confederates . 

The last, but not least remarkable information contained in the report , is 

the melancholy answer given by M. de Manteuffel to a quest ion of the 

15 Commit tee members , viz: Tha t Russ ia had made no communicat ion what

ever of her partit ion schemes to the Prussian Government . 

In conclusion, we learn from this document that the juggle of the Vienna 

Conferences has not at all come to an end. On the contrary, i t s tates, on the 

authori ty of the Prussian Premier, tha t a n e w protocol was about to be d rawn 

20 up , which would establish the continued understanding between the Four 

Powers. 
The corn marke t is again rising. The cause of the late fall in F rance and 

England was the pressure acting upon speculators who , for want of sufficient 

capital and in a tight money market , we re driven to forced sales which 

25 overs tocked the markets . Another cause was the fact that the dealers, millers 

and bakers allowed their supplies to run out , in the belief that enormous 

cargoes were on the way to the European por ts . I am, therefore, still of 

opinion tha t pr ices are yet far from having reached their maximum. It is 

certain that in no previous year were such e r roneous and illusory specula-

30 t ions about the probable and possible supply of the corn marke t entertained 

as in the present year , illusions which are to a great extent encouraged by 

the cant of the free-trade papers . 

Karl Marx . 
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Position of the Armies in Turkey 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4065, 28. April 1854 

Position of the Armies in Turkey. 

W h e n the intelligence of the Russian occupat ion of the Dobrodja was first 

received, and long before the real intentions of the Russ ians in passing the 

Danube could be developed by their acts , we stated our opinion that the 

leading idea of the movement could not be any other than the improvement 5 

of their defensive position. That this was actually the case is shown by all 

their s teps since, and by those of their opponents also. T h e Russians sent 

f rom 40,000 to 50,000 m e n into the Dobrodja , w h o have not , as far as reliable 

information goes, passed the line from Chernavoda to Kustendje . They 

appear to have sent an equal if not a superior number to Kalarash , opposi te 10 

Silistria, with the intention of menacing, or under favorable c i rcumstances , 

of at tacking that fortress. They have wi thdrawn all their t roops wes t of 

Buchares t with the except ion of a rear guard, which, incapable of holding 

out any longer in front of Kalafat, has , i t appears , m a d e an excurs ion upon 

the opposi te Servian shore of the Danube , for the purpose apparent ly of 15 

showing the contempt of the Russians for Servian neutrali ty, and trying wha t 

effect the presence of a few Russian uniforms would produce among the 

Servian peasantry—or even perhaps to furnish occasion for the occupat ion 

of the country by Austria. 

There is no doubt that we shall very shortly hear of the whole of Lesser 20 

Wallachia being abandoned by the Russians , and what , then , will be their 

posi t ion? Their line will extend from Tirgovest by Olteni tza and Kalarash 

to Chernavoda and the/ice, crossing the Danube , to the Black Sea near 

Kus tendje . It is in fact, a position which sacrifices more ground than it gains. 

This is the case notwithstanding this shortening of the Russian front is in 25 

itself an advantage. At the same time it is a movemen t toward their left, by 

which their line of retreat , formerly in the direction of the prolongation of 

that front, is now placed perpendicularly behind it. Two months ago Omer 

Pasha could have cut off their re t reat by merely passing the Danube at any 
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point be tween Silistria and Hirsova; bu t n o w that cannot be done , except , 

perhaps , by landing t roops near the mou th of the Dniester . And i t is in this 

that the great advantage of the movement lies—an advantage not even 

balanced by the risk encountered by placing the corps in the Dobrudja in 

5 an oblong rectangle, one side of which is c losed by the strong posit ion of 

the enemy, another by the sea, and the o ther two by the two bends of the 

Danube with no more than th ree bridges for communicat ion, reènforce-

ments or retreat . 

But here ends the advantage gained by the Russians . They have obtained 

10 a posit ion from which they can retreat , but not one from which they can 

advance . Before them, from Oltenitza to Chernavoda , is the Danube , pass

able at a few points only, and those points defended either by strong bat ter ies 

on a commanding shore, or, as at Silistria, by a regular fortress. Fur ther on, 

from Chernavoda to the sea are the lakes and morasses of Karasu , the Wall 

15 of Trajan, (refitted for defense on the points of passage) the fortress of 

Kustendje , and the allied fleets on their f lank in the Black Sea. Beyond the 

Danube , as well as beyond Trajan 's Wall, s t re tches a comparat ively bar ren 

country, generally of high ground, intersected in every direction by p re 

cipitous ravines formed by numerous r ivers, none of which are bridged over. 

20 This country is certainly not impassable for an army, but can only be 

t raversed by a force which may safely expect to find a good posit ion, a weak 

enemy, and plenty of provisions and forage on the other side. But here just 

the reverse is the case . If the Russians advance from Trajan 's Wall and from 

Oltenitza or Turtukai toward Bazardshik and Rasgrad, they mus t leave 

25 t roops behind them to b lockade Silistria and to observe Rustshuk. Thus 

weakened , they pass the difficult country to Rasgrad and Bazardshik, and 

where do they arrive? Why , before the first advanced range of the Balkan, 

which runs right across their line of operat ions , and which must be passed 

in detached corps on different and diverging roads . Supposing this to be 

30 a t tempted, their divided corps risk being bea ten in detail by a concentra ted 

force emerging from Shumla, the re t reat of which they cannot in any case 

cut off. But supposing even that they should overcome all these difficulties, 

and should appear , say 100,000 men strong, in the neighborhood of Shumla 

and Varna,—what then? Shumla is a posi t ion which not only can be held by 

35 40,000 men against 100,000, bu t in which the smaller force cannot be kept 

in check by the larger. At the same t ime, i t covers Varna , which on the o ther 

flank is covered by the allied f leets . And V a r n a and Shumla form, combined, 

a line far stronger than Verona and Legnago formed, in 1848, upon the Adige 

for Field-Marshal Radetzky, when he was pressed on all sides by the Pied-

40 móntese and insurgent Italian t roops . Moreover , Shumla and Varna have as 

their complements Rus t shuk and Silistria, bo th of which are si tuated in t h e 
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direct ion of the enemy ' s f lank, and which, weak as they may appear in 

themselves , cannot successfully be a t tacked as long as the main force of the 

Turkish army is capable of a sally from Shumla in ei ther direction. Both 

for t resses are situated on the Danube, Silistria in front of the right center 

of the present Russian position, Rus t shuk on its right flank. They mus t be 5 

b lockaded on the right b a n k of the r iver; tha t is to say, the blockading force 

mus t t ake its station directly be tween the for t resses and Shumla, whe re , 

according to all appearances , Omer Pasha is concentrat ing the bulk of his 

t roops . Any force, blockading Rus tshuk and Silistria, must , therefore, be of 

sufficient strength to resist at least two-thirds of the Turkish army con- 10 

centra ted at Shumla, with the garrisons of these for tresses besides. On the 

other hand, if the Russian force advances by way of Bazardshik , i t must also 

be strong enough to resist two-thirds of the a rmy of Shumla in open bat t le . 

Bes ides , t roops must be detached to blockade Varna a t least on the nor th 

side, and if possible on the south side also; for unless Varna is b lockaded 15 

i t cannot be taken , and unless i t is taken, the Russians cannot pass the Balkan. 

If, bes ide all these requirements , we take into considerat ion the de tachments 

necessary to keep up the communicat ion be tween the different corps on the 

long line from Rus tshuk to Varna , and to secure the arrival of supplies, there 

is no doubt that in order to make a successful advance upon Shumla and 20 

Varna , the two decisive points of the defense of the eas tern Balkan, the 

Russ ians must have more than double the force which the Turks can con

centra te at Shumla. 

F r o m these facts we see that the Turks have acted very wisely. The 

abandonment of the Dobrodja is the first posit ive and undeniable proof of 25 

good generalship on the par t of Omer Pasha . The country and its fortresses 

are not wor th holding. Instead of incurring defeats and losses of men and 

material , the Turkish General at once ordered his t roops to abandon all points 

as soon as i t could be done with safety for the re t reat of all, and to fall back 

on Trajan 's Wall. Thus the Russians obtained an easy apparent t r iumph, 30 

while the Turks did t hem serious damage in the p rocess , and gained their 

t rue posit ion of defense before the enemy could retal iate. The Turks have 

no garr isons except in important places , and where the main army or the 

fleets in the Black Sea can support them. Thus they will be able to bring 

together at least 80,000 or 90,000 men in case of need, be tween Shumla and 35 

Varna , a force which might be increased by the speedy recall of some of the 

t roops that a political panic, without any real reason , sent to Kalafat. And 

that the Russians should bring twice as many , or even more men , across the 

Danube is impossible, at least during this campaign. In saying this , we are 

supposing tha t they actually intend to carry forward a vigorous offensive, 40 

and we leave out of the account the arrival of the Anglo-French auxiliary 
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t roops , whose presence would make any passage of the Balkan an act of folly. 

We have considered the subject in this light, because i t is quite as well to 

know the real state of the present combatan t s . The t ruth is, that if the 

Russians and the Turks alone had to fight the matter out , even after the 

superiority required for offensive act ion has been lost to the Turks by diplo

matic delays, Constant inople is for the present year at least , safe enough from 

a Russian invasion. 
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Reshid Pasha's Note—An Italian Newspaper 

on the Eastern Question 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4068, 2. Mai 1854 

F rom Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , April 18, 1854. 

The Governments of England and France are said to have at last exchanged 

copies of an offensive and defensive t reaty, comprising Five Articles. The 

contents are not yet known. 5 

The t reaty be tween Austria and Prussia is not ye t concluded, the point of 

dissension being the occupat ion of the frontiers touching on Russian Poland, 

which the Prussian Court part ly declines. 

On the 6th April a Te Deum was celebrated at Athens in honor of the 

anniversary of Greek Independence . It was not a t tended by the Embassadors 10 

of the Wes te rn Powers . On the same day the Observer of Athens registered 

sixteen royal ordonnances accepting the resignation of twenty-one generals, 

colonels , and other officers, all of whom were about to join the insurgents. 

On the day following the news reached Athens that the insurgents had been 

fearfully bea ten near Arta . The very place where the batt le was fought 15 

denotes that the insurrection had made not the slightest progress , and that 

its only victims until now have been the Greek peasants themselves who 

inhabit the frontier districts of the kingdom of Greece . 

Y o u will remember that in 1827 the Embassadors of Russia, England and 

F rance demanded that the Sublime Por te should recall every T u r k from 20 

Greece , whether settled there or not. The Turks refusing to acquiesce, 

obedience was enforced by the batt le of Navar ino . A similar order has now 

been issued against the Greeks , on the par t of the Sublime Por t e ; and as 

neither the letter of Reshid Pasha to Mr. Metaxas , t h e Greek Embassador , 

nor the circular of Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to the British Consuls , has yet 25 

been published in the London papers , I give you a translat ion of each from 

the Journal de Constantinople of April 5: 

"Answer of Reshid Pasha, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
to the note of M. Metaxas. 
Constant inople, 3d Redjeb, 1270, (1st April , 1854.) 30 

I have taken cognizance of the note which you addressed to me on March 26, 
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with respec t to your resolution to quit this capital . The Government of the 

Sublime Por te not having obtained from tha t of Greece due satisfaction in 

re turn for its just reclamat ions , with respec t to the actual events , and the 

Chargé d'Affaires of the Sublime Por te being obliged to quit Athens in 

5 conformity to his instructions, it is proper , Sir, tha t you also quit this city. 

I remit you, accordingly, in compliance wi th your demand, your passpor ts . 

As from this day the diplomatic relat ions as well as the commercial ones are 

b roken off be tween the two countr ies , we have come to the decision that 

the Hellenic Chancelleries established in the different provinces of our 

10 empire , as well as all t he Greek Consuls , a re to re turn immediately to their 

country . The merchants and other Hellenic subjects residing in Turkey mus t 

likewise withdraw from Constant inople; bu t in order to protec t the interests 

of Greek commerce , we will grant them a delay of fifteen days . As to those 

who are established in the provinces , this delay will only be counted from 

15 the day of recept ion of the order for their depar ture . It is proved by posit ive 

s ta tements that it is not in consequence of any neglect, bu t ra ther of the 

tolerance of the Greek Government , tha t our frontier provinces have been 

invaded. Although the Imperial Government has unquest ionably the r ight to 

stop and confiscate all vessels found in our harbors , as pledges of the very 

20 considerable expenses incurred by us , my august master thinks it cor

responds bet ter wi th his sense of modera t ion no t to inflict any losses on 

Greek subjects in a quest ion only regarding the Greek Government . When 

that government shall have re turned to more equitable sent iments , taking into 

its considerat ion international rights and the rules of the jus gentium, then 

25 the occasion will have arrived for examining the question of the expenses 

caused by this insurrection. All Hellenic ships are , therefore, allowed to 

re turn wi thout any hindrance, during the term fixed for them, to their own 

country . I t has been enjoined on the proper authorit ies to facilitate the 

depar ture of those Greek subjects who are poor and dest i tute, and to use 

30 as much indulgence as possible toward the sick and infirm. (The most 

Christ ian and civilized Government of Austr ia manages these things in a 

different style—witness the expulsion of t h e Ticinese.) I th ink it expedient 

to repeat once more that the Hellenic Government alone has enforced upon 

us this decision, and tha t all the responsibility consequent upon i t must 

35 entirely rest with Greece . 

Reshid Pasha . " 

According to this order 3,000 Greeks embarked at Constant inople on the 

5th of April, and we hear that the Pasha of Smyrna has already published 

the order for the Greeks inhabiting that city. 

40 The circular addressed by Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to the British 

Consuls in Turkey and Greece , runs as follows: 
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"Constant inople , Saturday, April 1, 1854. 

Sir: I t has come to my knowledge that the Hel lenes who have invaded the 

frontier provinces of Turkey are exciting the Greek subjects of the Sultan 

to revolt , by declaring that the Governments of F rance and England are ready 

to suppor t them in overthrowing the authori ty of the Sultan. I am also in- 5 

formed tha t similar maneuvers are employed with a view to persuading 

people that the French and English Embassadors will give protect ion to all 

t he Hellenic subjects in Turkey, as soon as the Porte—in consequence of its 

diplomatic and commercial rupture with Greece—shall notify its intention to 

expel t hem from the States of the Sultan. Whereas such supposit ions have 10 

a tendency to encourage false hopes , to mislead well-disposed men and to 

aggravate, criminally, the evils inseparable from a state of war , I has ten to 

give you the assurance that these assert ions have no foundat ion at all. Those 

who for one moment rely on falsehoods so t ransparent and so incompatible 

wi th common sense and facts , must be very ignorant and credulous indeed. 15 

But such is unfortunately the case everywhere , in countr ies where the means 

of publicity are only imperfectly developed. Y o u know as well as I do , that 

England and France are entirely with the Sultan in the noble resis tance he 

opposes to a violent and unjust aggression. It necessar i ly follows that the 

two allied Governments cannot view, bu t with painful feelings of indignation 20 

and reprobat ion, a movement calculated only to benefit Russia, without even 

having the merit of being spontaneous , and which must ultimately embarrass 

the Por te and its allies, while i t offers no other p rospec t bu t the ruin of those 

w h o thus expose their Uves for so chimerical an illusion. We must pity the 

innocent families unfortunately implicated in the consequences of a brutal 25 

and unprincipled policy; bu t on our part there can exist no relations with the 

leaders , nor any dissimulation of the sentiments which the conduct of a 

senseless par ty cannot fail to inspire. I have to r ecommend to you not to 

neglect any opportuni ty of making known the contents of this circular to all 

those w h o may be disposed to allow themselves to be misled by the false 30 

assert ions which i t denounces . 

Stratford de Redcliffe ." 

The populat ions most immediately interested in the issue of the eas tern 

complicat ions are , besides the Germans , the Hungar ians and Italians. I t is 

of some consequence , therefore, to know the intentions of the diverse part ies 35 

of these nat ions with regard to their relations toward one another . The 

following article from the Turin Unione, which I t ranslate for this purpose , 

will show you the views of the consti tutional par ty in Italy, which seems to 

be quite prepared to sacrifice Hungary in order to recover Italian inde

pendence . The secret of the duration of the Austr ian Empi re is no other than 40 

this provincial egotism which blinds each people with the illusion that they 
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can conquer their liberty at the sacrifice of their fellow-people 's inde

pendence . 

" T h e English journals take great pains to give the impending war wi th 

Russia a character of liberty and European independence , while, in fact, they 

5 have nothing in view bu t their o w n commercia l in teres ts ; in proof of which 

L o r d John Russel l r ecommends us Italians to remain quiet, and gives us to 

unders tand that Austr ia may one day or o ther become more humane . Thus he 

recognizes , at least, tha t at p resent she has nothing humane at all about her. 

Never the less , philanthropic England is t rying to secure her alliance for the 

10 ' t r iumph of the liberty and independence of Europe.' As to the F rench press , 

i t is not free, and under the dread of receiving warnings for the first t ime 

and being suspended for the second one , i t cannot bu t make itself the echo 

of wha t is desired by the Government . Besides , the F rench papers are not 

accus tomed to consider the quest ions of the day on a grand scale, and 

15 undergo too much the impulse of fashion. The G e r m a n liberal papers wri te 

under the pressure of the immense fear which Russ ia causes t hem and justly 

so, if we consider the influence she has already acquired over' the two princi

pal powers of Germany. But wha t do we wan t? The independence of Italy. 

As long, however , as there is talk about the territorial integrity of Turkey 

20 and European equilibrium as based on the t rea ty of Vienna, it is quite natural 

tha t we should continue to enjoy that identical status quo so contradictory 

to our wishes. Wha t does Russia p re tend to? To get rid of the Ot toman 

Empi re and consequenüy of the equilibrium of the status quo and to revise 

the map of Europe . This is the very thing which we want . But i t will be said 

25 that Russia wants to revise it in her own fashion. It is exactly this which m a y 

turn to our benefit , because neither F rance , nor England, nor Germany can 

tolerate this new aggrandizement of the terr i tory or influence of an Empi re 

that possesses already too much of both, and thus they will be forced to look 

out for a bulwark against her. This bu lwark can be no other State bu t Austr ia , 

30 toward w h o m the occidental States are obliged to show generosity and to 

give her the whole Valley of the Danube , from Orsova to the Black Sea and 

below the Danube , the Dobrodja and the keys of the Balkans. Austr ia would 

then possess : 

1. A vast terr i tory, wi th a populat ion kindred to her own. 

35 2. The whole course of a great r iver, so necessary to the commerce of 

Germany. 

In such a case Austr ia would no longer wan t Italy, as far at least as her 

defense is concerned, and she would concent ra te about six millions of South 

Slavonians and four millions of Daco-Romanians , in order to associate them 

40 with three other millions of the former and about as many of the latter, who 

are already subject to her dominion. 
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Integrity and Independence of T u r k e y ! T w o solemn paradoxes . I f you 

u n d e r s t a n d by independence the liberty enjoyed by a nat ion to govern itself 

according to its o w n principles, and wi thout t h e right of any foreigner to 

intermeddle, that independence was already m u c h compromised by t h e 

t reaty of Kainardji, and received its death-blow (colpo di grazia) f rom the 5 

recent t reaty with t h e Occidental Powers . Consequent ly i t i s no longer t h e 

Sultan w h o governs Turkey, but the E u r o p e a n P o w e r s ; and from the m o m e n t 

t h a t Mussulmans and Christ ians, conquerors and conquered, are subjected 

to an equality before law; from t h e m o m e n t t h a t t h e rayahs—forming four-

fifths of t h e population—are to have a rms in their h a n d s , T u r k e y no longer 10 

exists, b u t a t ransformation is set on foot that c a n n o t realize itself wi thout 

v iolence and t h e most serious disorders, and without t h e two sects w h o , 

during four centuries, have b e e n accus tomed to detes t e a c h other, coming 

to blows. T h e n let us hear no more of t h e independence of Turkey, except 

as a fable. 15 

A n d the territorial integrity! Was i t t h e n n o t F r a n c e and England which, 

in agreement with Russia, wrested from T u r k e y t h e G r e e k Kingdom, viz: 

t h e Pelopennesus , Attica, Boeotia, Phocis , Acarnania, Aetolia, t h e Island of 

N e g r o p o n t e , etc. , with a rnillion of inhabitants? Was it n o t they? Is it n o t t h e 

F r e n c h w h o took Algiers? Was i t n o t F r a n c e , England and Russia w h o gave 20 

to Egypt a half-independence? Was it n o t t h e Engl i shman who, fifteen years 

ago, seized u p o n Aden, on the R e d Sea? Is i t n o t also the Engl ishmen w h o 

covet Egypt? And Austria that covets Bosnia and Servia? Why t h e n speak 

of preserving a state of things against which all conspire, and which is unable 

to cont inue by its own force? 25 

We conclude, therefore, that Russia, while intending the over throw of 

T u r k e y , is intending a good thing; that also t h e Western P o w e r s are justly 

inspired, if they intend to oppose the e n c r o a c h m e n t s of Russia, but if the 

latter p o w e r s w a n t to gain their object, they must dispense with t h e diplo

mat ic hypocrisy in which they have enveloped themselves , and m u s t be 30 

resolved to u n d o Turkey and revise t h e m a p of E u r o p e . T h a t i s t h e point they 

must c o m e t o . " 

K a r l M a r x . 
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Greece and Turkey—Turkey and the Western Powers -
Falling off in Wheat Sales in England 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4072, 6. Mai 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Friday, April 2 1 , 1854. 

We are informed by the Prussian Correspondence that the famous Chevalier 

Bunsen is not recalled, but has only obtained, on his own demand, a length-

5 ened leave of absence . Count Alvensleben is designed as his temporary 

locum tenens. The Commission of Const i tut ion of t h e Swedish Diet has 

decided, by a majority of 12 to 11, that the ministers should be impeached 

before the High Court of the Kingdom, for their conduct in the affair of the 

simplification of the taxes which has lately been under considerat ion. 

10 According to a repor t from Mr. Meroni , Consul at Belgrade, the Austr ians 

must be prepared to meet the armed res is tance of the Servians, in case they 

should march their armies into Servia. 

On the 3d inst., Mr. Metaxas left Constant inople , to be followed, within 

a delay of less than four teen days , by 40 to 50,000 of his compatr iots . 

15 No embassy was willing to act as his t empora ry substi tute for carrying on 

the current business . The Austr ian Embassador declined, because , England 

and F rance being the protect ing powers of Greece , i t was the duty of their 

Chancelleries to represent Greece in the interim. Prussia would not accept , 

because Austr ia had declined. The Embassador s of England and France 

20 declared the t ime rather unseasonable for consti tuting themselves the repre

sentatives of Mr. Metaxas . T h e Chargés d'Affaires of the smaller powers 

thought fit anxiously to avoid making any manifestation either of sympathy 

or ant ipathy. Thus Mr. Metaxas was obliged to leave behind an At taché of 

his own. But i t was soon discovered that his subst i tute, abusing the power 

25 granted to him by the Por te , busily engaged himself in distributing passpor ts 

among the Greek Rayahs , in order to enable them to join the insurgents in 

Albania. Consequent ly , the functions of the Greek Chancellery have been 
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al together suspended, the issuing of passpor ts being now devolved on a 

commiss ion consisting of two Turks and two Rayahs . 

Simultaneously, a notice was posted up that any subject of the Kingdom 

of Greece , who wished to become a subject of the Sultan, might be allowed 

to do so on finding two respectable persons to guarantee his good conduct . 5 

As the Hellenic inhabitants of Constant inople had u t te red loud threats of 

setting Constant inople on fire and pillaging it before their marching off, 

extraordinary measures have been taken by the Government . T h e Turks 

pat rol by day and night, and on the p romenade of Pe ra fifty cannons are 

mounted. F r o m sunset to midnight every one walking or riding through the 10 

streets or the field mus t be provided with a lantern; after midnight all circula

t ion is forbidden. Another edict prohibits the expor t of grain. Greeks con

fessing the Lat in religion have been allowed to remain on the responsibility 

of the Lat in Bishops of Pera. For the greater part , these nat ives from Tenos , 

Andros , and Syros , belong to the servant class. The inhabitants of the Isle 15 

of H y d r a have addressed a petition to the Por te , sharply censuring the Greek 

insurrect ion, and entreating the Government to except them from the general 

measure . There has also arrived a deputat ion of the Greek subjects of the 

Por te from Trikala, in Thessaly, request ing i t to protec t them energetically 

against the Hellenian robbers , as whole villages had been laid in ashes by 20 

them, and their inhabitants , wi thout distinction of sex or age, dragged to the 

frontiers, there to be tormented in the most cruel manner . 

A feeling of doubt , mistrust and hostility against their wes te rn allies is 

gaining possess ion of the Turks . They begin to look on F rance and England 

as more dangerous enemies than the Czar himself, and the general cry 25 

is—"they are going to de throne the Sultan, and divide the land—they are going 

to make us slaves to the Christ ian popula t ion ." Landing south of Con

stantinople instead of nor th of Varna, the allies are fortifying Gallipoli against 

the Turks themselves . The t ract of land on which the village is situated is 

a long peninsula joined by a nar row is thmus to the cont inent and admirably 30 

adapted for a stronghold for invaders . It was there the Genoese of old defied 

the Greek Empero r s of Constantinople. Besides , the appointment of the new 

Sheik-el-Islam fills the or thodox Moslems with indignation, since they regard 

h im as little bet ter than a tool of the Greek pr iesthood, and a strong feeling 

begins to pervade the Turks that i t was bet ter to yield the one demand of 35 

Nicholas than be made the plaything of a kno t of greedy powers . 

The opposi t ion to the Coalition Ministry and the popular indignation at 

their manner of carrying on the war has grown so strong that even The Times 

is obliged to choose be tween damaging its own circulation and its sub

serviency to the Cabinet of all the Talents , and has thought fit to make a 40 

furious onslaught on them in its Wednesday ' s number . 
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The Quebec correspondent of The Morning Post wr i tes : 

"Our fleet in the Pacific is quite strong enough to capture the whole of 

the Russian forts and posts along the coas ts of Russian America (and they 

have none in the interior) and those which they possess here and there among 

the Fox , Aleutian and Kurile Is lands, the whole forming a chain from the 

Amer ican coas t to Japan. With the capture of these islands, which are also 

very valuable in furs, copper , in the mildness of their climate and in some 

of them containing excellent harbors near the Asiatic main shore , where no 

good harbors exist, and of Russian America, our influence in the Pacific 

would be materially increased, at a period w h e n the countr ies of that ocean 

are likely to become of that impor tance which has long been their due. The 

greatest resis tance which would be offered to our fleet would be a t N e w -

Archangel , in the Island of Sitka, which, besides being strong by nature , has 

been completely fortified, and has now some 60 or 70 guns mounted . There 

a re about 1,500 persons there , the garr ison being about 500, and there is a 

dockyard where many vessels of war have been built. At mos t of the o ther 

pos ts there are bu t from 50 to 300 persons , and few of them have works of 

any importance. Should France desire to acquire terri tory as a set-off to this 

conques t , should we make it, she might be al lowed to possess herself of 

Kamscha tka and the neighboring coas t . " 

The Gazette's re turns of whea t sold in the marke t towns of England and 

Wales , exhibit a remarkable falling off as compared with those of the cor

responding period of 1853, and this may be taken as a criterion of the quanti ty 

g rown in each of the preceding harves ts . The sales were , in 
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January. February. March. 
1853 qrs. 532,282 345,329 358,886 
1854 qrs. 266,477 256,061 227,556 

The last weekly re turn is 36,628 quar ters against 88,343 quar ters in the 

corresponding week of 1853. These re turns , then , show for the three months 

a falling off of about half a million of quar te rs , w h e n compared with the 

corresponding months of 1853, afford the mos t striking proof of the de

ficiency in the last c rop . 

The Mark Lane Express says : 
"The liberal character of the foreign supply has thus far prevented the 

shortness of the home deliveries being severely felt, and there are still 

considerable quantit ies of whea t and flour on passage from different quar ters 

to this country ; but can we expect that the importa t ions during the t ime which 

mus t necessari ly elapse before the next c rop can be rendered available, will 

be on an equally liberal scale? America has drained her ports on the seaboard 

to furnish wha t we have received from thence ; and, though we do not doubt 

that she has still considerable s tores in the far west , i t will need high prices 
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to cover the expenses of t ransport ing the same to the eas t coast , and from 

thence to England. The nor thern por ts of Eu rope have been nearly cleared of 

previous accumulat ions, and the war wi th Russia cuts off further supplies 

from the Black Sea and Azoff. We offer the foregoing for the considerat ion 

of our readers , wi thout further comment . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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The Turkish War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4080, 16. Mai 1854 

The Turkish War. 

The Atlantic arr ived yes terday, bringing intelligence of the first actual 

a t tack on the Russians by the British and F rench fleet in the Black Sea. 

I t seems that the British war-s teamer Fur ious went to Odessa with a flag 

5 of t ruce to bring away the British and F rench Consuls , from that place, 

and that after having got t hem on board , she was fired at from the shore. 

The British represent this act as a wan ton violation of the rights of the 

f lag of t ruce , for which summary vengeance mus t be taken. The Russ ians 

on the other hand say that after the Consuls were embarked, the ship 

10 remained in the harbor to enable the officers to take sketches of the 

fortifications, and that she was fired at simply to pu t an end to such 

impropriety. However this may be , the British and F rench Admirals agreed 

that something mus t be done , and accordingly a large force was sent to 

bombard the place. This operat ion does not seem to have been accom-

15 plished in a very brilliant way , for though the official details have not 

ye t reached us , there is a repor t tha t several British ships were badly 

damaged in the process of silencing the shore bat ter ies , burning a few 

merchant ships in port , and knocking to pieces a palace belonging to Prince 

Woronzoff, not far from the wate r ' s edge. The town of Odessa they 

20 did not ha rm, as it is situated on the t o p of a hill comparat ively out of 

the way. Having thus taken vengeance , they sailed away again. Admiral 

Dundas has apparent ly adopted for his rule of action the advice of a 

let ter from one of his officers, which has been published at London , and 

means to take anything easy, bu t to leave difficult and dangerous enter-

25 prises alone. 

On the Danube there is nothing new except the complete evacuat ion of 

Lesse r Wallachia by the Russians , and their preparat ions to storm the for

t ress of Silistria. With a view to this they had concentra ted a large force of 

artillery on the opposi te bank, and were , as i t is repor ted , about to f ling across 
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some 30,000 m e n for the assault. I t remains to be seen how far this repor t 

is t rue , but at any rate such a plan is not improbable . I t s success is another 

quest ion. It is certain that Silistria is the weakes t of all the great Turkish 

for t resses , commanded within comfortable dismounting and breaching range 

by hights which have not, that we are aware , been fortified since the last war . 5 

But this same Silistria, which fell in 1810 after four days ' a t tack, sustained 

in 1828-29 two blockades of ten months ' durat ion, and held out thirty-five 

days after the opening of a regular siege, and nine days after the complet ion 

of a practicable breach in the main wall. A fortress which has undergone such 

varying fates may well be said to be beyond any reasoning as to its strength 10 

and defensibility. 

But supposing Silistria to be carried by storm by an overwhelming superi

ori ty of force, i t by no means follows that the road to Constant inople is clear 

for them. In order to advance on Shumla and Varna , they mus t leave at least 

6,000 men behind at Silistria, which would then have to serve them as bridge- 15 

head for another and more conveniently situated bridge. Shumla they could 

hardly at tack; for even if they took this famous in t renched camp, they would 

simply deprive the enemy of a good position wi thout gaining one for them

selves. Shumla shuts against the Russians the passage of the Balkan, bu t if 

taken it does not open that passage to them. 20 

The importance of Shumla consists in the fact that Varna is the key to the 

L o w e r Balkan, and Shumla is the key to Varna . Whatever may be the defects 

of the fortifications of Varna—and they are many—if fully garrisoned it 

requires a siege-corps of 20,000 to 30,000 men ; and unless there remain t roops 

enough, after deducting these , to cover the siege against any sallies from the 25 

int renched camp of Shumla, where the Turks can concent ra te all their forces , 

the siege cannot be carried on successfully. Varna held out , in 1828, three 

weeks after two practicable breaches had been made in i ts rampar t s , and that 

at a time when the Russian fleet commanded the Black Sea, and the Turks 

had hardly the shadow of an army to a t tempt an a t tack upon the besiegers. 30 

N o w , supposing Silistria taken, the various and very difficult river-lines 

before Varna and Shumla forced, and Varna blockaded, is there a chance 

that enough Russian t roops would remain to neutral ize Shumla? Fo r the 

Turks at Shumla could act not only against the besiegers of Varna , but in 

the direction of the Danube , and at least one of the lines of communicat ion 35 

of the Russians , so as to force them to detach more and more t roops from 

their main body, which ultimately might be weakened to a dangerous ex

tent. 

And if Varna should fall wha t would Pashkiewitch do if Omer Pasha 

sullenly remained in his stronghold of Shumla, ready to profit by the very 40 

first mistake the Russians made? Would he dare to push on toward Con-
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stantinople with but a single line of communicat ion, which at the same t ime 

would be hemmed in and menaced by the Shumla army on one side, and by 

the allied fleets in the Black Sea on the o ther? N o t he , indeed, i f we are to 

judge from his exploits in Asia and Poland. He is an almost over-cautious 

5 general , a sort of military slow-coach, with nothing of the Radetzky in him. 

And if he had he would find that maneuver extremely hazardous , for he 

knows very well what a plight his p redecessor Diebitch was in when he 

arrived, in 1829, at Adrianople. Thus , even wi thout taking into account the 

Anglo-French t roops landing in Thrace , and making no more of the allied 

10 fleets than wha t they have justified us in, namely, supposing they will do 

next to nothing, we find that i t is no t such an easy thing for the Russians 

to march straight ahead to Constant inople with banners displayed and bands 

playing. Tha t against Turkey unaided they were sure ultimately to get there 

no one ever denied except those new-fangled military writers who form their 

15 judgment not f rom facts but f rom a convict ion tha t "r ight against might" is 

necessari ly victorious, and that in a "good c a u s e " no blunders can possibly 

be committed. 

—We may add that the British forces in the Baltic have done even less so 

far than those in the Black Sea. 
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The Greek Insurrection—The Polish Emigration— 
The Austro-Prussian Treaty—Russian Documents 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4079, 15. Mai 1854 

From Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday , April 28, 1854. 

The last authentic news from Turkey fully confirms the views of The 

Tribune, with respect to the retreat of the Russians from Kalafat, the occupa

tion by the Russians of the Dobrodja, and the character of the Greek in- 5 

surrection. 

The Lloyd confirms the repor t that the Russians have raised the in

ves tment of Kalafat, and that the evacuat ion of Lesse r Wallachia is now 

comple te . The latest news received at Constant inople states that the Russians 

do not advance , but , on the contrary, are fortifying the Dobrodja . 10 

With regard to the Greek insurrection, the following letter from Vienna, 

of the 21th April, appeared in yes terday 's Moniteur: 

"The Greek insurrection does not make any progress in Epi rus , bu t begins 

to show itself in its true character . If anybody could have thought that the 

interests of Christianity and nationality were anything else than a vain pre - 15 

text , the acts of the chiefs of the Hellenic bands from the kingdom of Greece 

mus t dissolve all such doubts . The altercations which , since the com

mencement of the struggle, have taken place be tween Grivas and Xavellas, 

with respect to the chief command of the insurgents , are known. These two 

chiefs cont inue to act separately, and make no scruple of taking advantage 20 

of any opportuni ty to injure each other . Grivas , especially, has only carried 

pillage and incendiarism to the Christian Rayahs , of w h o m he pre tends to 

be the l iberator. The Suliotes, who have come to the resolution to interdict 

the access to their terri tory to several Hellenic chiefs, particularly denounce 

Grivas . At the beginning of last month , this chief wen t to demand hospitality 25 

of the Greek Primate, Deventzis ta , and left the day after, bu t not until he 

had pillaged his house , and carried off his wife by force. The Primate has 

gone to Abdi Pasha and asked permission to serve under his orders with a 

view to revenge himself of this savage act. It is, however , at Mezzovo where 

Grivas distinguished himself by his skill in plundering. That town, misled by 30 

the Russian propaganda, spontaneously opened its gates to 'general issimus' 
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Grivas. His first act was to impose u p o n the Christ ian populat ion a 'patr iot ic ' 

contribution of 200,000 piasters . The sum not being extravagant , i t was paid. 

But Grivas did not stop there. He called by turns , individually, on all t he 

principal inhabitants, and all those in comfortable c i rcumstances residing in 

5 the town, asking them to deposit , l ikewise as an offering, all articles of luxury 

in gold or silver which might be at their disposal . This mode of extor t ion 

excited murmurs , and i t appeared neither expedit ious nor very product ive. 

I t was then that Grivas took into his mind an idea which seems to us a 

masterpiece of brigandage. Taking as a p r e t e x t t h e approach of the Ot toman 

10 t roops which were marching on Mezzovo , he announced that the defense 

of the place necessi tated the almost general burning of the town, and, in 

consequence , he invited the inhabitants to assemble with their families in 

the principal church of Mezzovo , where nearly 4,000 persons soon after 

collected. Grivas had anticipated that they would bring their money wi th 

15 them, as also their jewels and their most valuable articles, and thus he would 

get into his power all the weal th of Mezzovo . He then let them out in small 

numbers , and handed them over to his followers, who robbed them without 

ceremonies . Such are the exploits of the Greek chief, who has , up to this 

moment , played the most prominent part in the insurrect ion of Epirus . Grivas 

20 then only opposed a feeble resis tance to the Turks . After setting the town 

on fire, he retired toward Achelous , in the direct ion of Rodovizzi . Mezzovo , 

previously the most flourishing city of Epi rus , next to Jannina and Buat, is 

now a mere heap of ruins, and the inhabitants are reduced to misery. Only 

about 100 houses remain s tanding." 

25 Reshid Pasha has declared, on the unfounded rumor that Kossu th and 

Mazzini proposed to come to Constant inople , tha t he would not permit t hem 

to enter the Turkish terri tory. 

The formation of a Polish Legion is said to have found no opposit ion from 

the Embassadors of France and England, bu t to have met with obstacles of 

30 a different nature . General Wysocki submitted to the Por te and to Lord 

Redcliffe a document covered with several thousands of signatures, author

izing him to act in the name of a large port ion of the Polish Emigration. On 

the other hand, Colonel Count Zamoiski , nephew of Prince Czartoryski , 

presented a similar document , also covered with many signatures, by which 

35 another fraction of the same Emigrat ion authorize him to act on its behalf. 

In considerat ion of their divisions, in order to conciliate the alternative 

pretensions and rivalries, and in order to combine the services of bo th 

Wysocki and Zamoiski, the Embassador of England advised the formation 

of two Polish Legions instead of one. 

40 Marshal Pashkiewitch arrived on the 17th April at Jassy, and proceeded 

on the same day on his journey to Bucharest . 

215 



Karl Marx 

According to the Hannoversche Zeitungthe following are the main stipula

t ions of the t reaty of offensive and defensive alliance concluded be tween 

Aust r ia and Prussia. 

" 1 . Austr ia and Prussia guarantee to each other their German dominions 

and others (in und ausserdeutschen Besitzungen) in such manner that an 5 

a t tack directed against either of the two powers shall be considered as an 

a t tack directed against itself. 

2. Austr ia and Prussia mutually oblige themselves to support each other , 

and if need be , to proceed to a common aggression, as soon as one or the 

other of the contract ing part ies shall consider the interests of Germany as 10 

compromised , in which view they will agree with each other . The particular 

cases in which support is to be given, are provided in a separate stipulation, 

forming an integral port ion of the convention. In order to secure its efficacy, 

the adequate military resources shall be placed on the necessary footing at 

cer ta in provided epochs . The t ime, the extent and the employment of the 15 

t roops , are reserved for special arrangement . 

3. All the members of the German Bund are invited to accede to this 

offensive and defensive alliance, and to support i t in conformity with the 

obligations imposed upon them by the federal ac t . " 

On comparison, you will find that these stipulations closely resemble the 20 

t e rms in which Count Nesselrode made his proposi t ions of neutrality to the 

Pruss ian Court . I t is to be observed also that , practically, the convent ion is 

only adapted to the exigencies of a defensive policy, while, with regard to 

the eventual i ty of an offensive policy, everything is reserved to the several 

Cour ts . 25 

The Firs t Chamber of Prussia passed, on the 25th inst., a vote of credit 

for thir ty millions of dollars, in conformity with the recommendat ions 

of its Commit tee . The ministerial explanations given on this occasion by Her r 

von Manteuffel are so characterist ic of that Prussian diplomacy which af

fects to conceal its intrinsic impotency under patr iot ic flourishes and non- 30 

sensical sublimity, that I will give you the document in extenso. Herr von 

Manteuffel says : 

" T h e complications which have occurred be tween Russ ia and Turkey, and 

then extended to the Occidental powers , are generally known. The Prussian 

Government thought it expedient , in view of its posit ion and interest , to 35 

unravel these complications and to arrange this difference. All its efforts and 

labors have proved abort ive. Some fatality seems to have controlled this 

affair. Many a t tempts which were likely to contr ibute to the reëstabl ishment 

of peace , have resulted in nothing—perhaps because they were not made at 

the oppor tune moment and in a suitable manner . Thus the difficulties have 40 

been pushed to the extremity of war. The efforts of Prussia and of Austr ia 
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to insure the maintenance of peace afford, as i t were , a leading-string to 

which to tie again new negotiations. Such was the great end aimed at by the 

Vienna Conference. In this Conference the Government has not ceased to 

make the u tmost efforts for the maintenance of peace . It has acted in a spirit 

5 of conciliation ( a s the "Angel of P e a c e " of the Emperor Nicholas) bu t al

ways in a firm and decided manner , and wi th the consciousness of its posit ion 

as a great power ( in the same manner in which the Emperor of Russia ex

pressed it in his secret co r respondence) . It is precisely because it is uninter

ested ( about its becoming a Russ ian province and changing decorat ions) and 

10 because its disinterested (uninteressirt) posi t ion has been acknowledged by 

the other powers , that i t was able to speak frankly and energetically. I ts offers 

and its efforts have been received by the two part ies alternately with grati

tude and with regret. But the Government did not allow itself to be drawn 

from its career . The first condit ion for the exis tence of a great power is 

15 independence . This independence the Pruss ian Government has known to 

uphold, by taking steps in the interest of peace , without troubling itself by 

a doubt whether they would be agreeable to this or that power , (al together 

a fine definition of wha t is to be unders tood by the independence of a great 

power . ) When ci rcumstances became more threatening, the Government 

20 thought that , besides its generous efforts for the preservat ion of peace , it 

was its duty to consider , above all, the Pruss ian and German interests . With 

this view, a Convent ion has been entered into with Austria. The other States 

of the German Confederat ion will adhere to this alliance. Consequent ly , we 

m a y be sure of a cooperat ion with Aust r ia and the whole of Germany . 

25 According to the Government , the most cer ta in and efficient guarantee of 

the German powers , consis ts in this cooperat ion. Besides this intimate union, 

the anterior concer t of Prussia and Austr ia with the Occidental powers on 

the basis of the Vienna Conference, will cont inue. Prussia has not estranged 

itself from the Occidental powers , notwithstanding the assert ions of the 

30 contrary in the English press . This concer t wi th the Occidental powers 

still exists. The protocol manifesting this concer t , has already been signed 

by the Embassador of Prussia ; bu t this protocol cannot be laid before 

the Chamber . The respect ive posit ions of the four powers up to this day, 

and their efforts for the restorat ion of peace , will cont inue, although two 

35 of these powers have commenced operat ions of war—(a proof that the 

war is a sham, and peace-negotiat ions the real business of the wes tern 

Cabinets . ) As far as Russ ia is concerned , the Cabinet of St. Petersburg 

has recent ly made more favorable and more concil iatory over tures , and 

though they hold out only weak hopes of peace at present , they give, 

40 nevertheless , the point of issue for new negotiations of peace . The Prus

sian Government has shown its readiness to hope in peace until the last 
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moment . As long as there will remain only a spark of hope for peace , Prussia 

will cont inue its efforts and pains (Mühen). W h e n the decisive moment shall 

arrive for Prussia, (Trema, Byzant ium!) the Government will act wi thout 

delay, wi thout hesitation, and with energy. Prussia mus t prepare for that 

moment . I ts words will have the greater weight, because it will be ready to 5 

draw the sword. When the conflict be tween Russia and Turkey broke out , 

t he Occidental powers exhibited firmness and s t rengthened the Ot toman 

Por te . Prussia had not then the mission to play the par t of an umpire . I t 

considered, besides the violated right of a third power , above all the welfare 

of its own subjects . Its own interest in the oriental quest ion is more remote 10 

than tha t of Austr ia, which has a more direct interest in it, and Austr ia has 

urgently begged of Prussia not to refuse her cooperat ion. Prussia and Austr ia 

have pursued the object of moderating, on both sides, t he pretensions pushed 

too far, and rendering difficult the work of pacification. It was their efforts 

tha t led to the Vienna Conference, justly considered as a for tunate event . 15 

Our Government cannot abandon a situation which still permits it to exercise 

a salutary influence (for Russia) on the Occidental powers . It is the mediat

ing link for those powers , and may serve as a suppor t for the hopes of peace . 

As to the project of no te communicated by the four powers to the Russian 

Government , you mus t not forget that Russ ia never acknowledged the 20 

conference , and also that this project, in consequence of new ci rcumstances , 

ceased to be acceptable to Turkey. The new Vienna protocol ( and this is a 

ve ry important revelation on the par t of Herr von Manteuffel, ) affords new 

means toward a general peace , and at all events to keep the war aloof from 

Prussia and Germany. With regard to the anterior demand on the part of 25 

Austr ia to p ropose to the German Diet a strict neutrali ty, binding for Prussia, 

too , the government acting spontaneously was unable to consent to it. I t was 

unable to compromise its position as a great independent power , and the 

l iberty of its resolutions. Besides, by such a neutrali ty we should have af

forded to the other powers a pre text for assuming a hostile at t i tude, if these 30 

powers should consider such an att i tude consonant with their interests . 

To-day the situation of the Occidental powers is essentially altered by their 

engagement , (Vienna Protocol . ) In the most unfavorable case peace will not 

be obtained, bu t in the mos t favorable case all the great calamities which are 

the consequences of war will be diverted from our fatherland; and this is 35 

an immense and inappreciable advantage, (if anybody can make anything 

out of this alternative, I congratulate him on his acuteness . ) The military 

events which may take place in the Baltic and Black Seas be tween Russia 

and the Occidental powers have forced Prussia, in consequence of her 

geographical position as a great power ( ra ther longer than grea t ) to prepare 40 

the means required for the defense, if need be , of its interests with arms in 
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hand. At all events , the government has not shrunk before the past , (meaning, 

perhaps , if anything, that it is not a shamed of i ts pas t , ) and is glad to have 

found an occasion for publicly explaining its v i ews . " 

The Commit tee , i t is needless to say, found these explanations exceedingly 

5 gratifying. 

The following new documents have been published by the Journal de 

St. -Pétersbourg: 
"Ordre du Jour of the Commissioner of Police. 

April 15, 1854. 

10 His Majesty, the Emperor , has been pleased to order the extension to the men 

retired from the Marine , and the train of the Guards w h o feel yet able-bodied 

and zealous to enter a second period of service the advantages granted to 

the pensioners of the Guards and of the army, e tc . 

Aide-de-camp-General Galakhoff." 

15 " Ukase addressed to the Directing Senate. 
In order to increase the means of defense of the coasts of the Gulf of Finland, 

we have thought fit to form a reserve-fleet of oar-boats , and order: 

1. The organization of four new legions of rowers . 

2. These t roops will be formed by an appeal for voluntary service, made 

20 in the Governments of Petersburg, Nowgorod , Olonez and Twer. 

3. The measures to be taken for the organizat ion of this corps are intrusted 

to a Commit tee composed of His Imperial Highness , the Grand Duke Con-

stantine, Director of the Ministry of the Mar ine , and of the Ministers of the 

Imperial domains and apanages [and] of the interior, e tc . 

25 April 14, 1854. Nicholas." 

"A Regulation concerning the Maritime Armament. 
I. Object of the institution and composi t ion of the mari t ime armament : 

I . The marit ime a rmament is made wi th a view to complete the reserve flotilla 

of oar-boats destined to defend the coas ts of the Gulf of Finland. 

30 2. This a rmament is composed of four legions, the formation and organization 

of which are left to the Minister of Marine. 

3. Individuals of all conditions are allowed to enter the corps of this arma

ment . 

I I . Enl is tment : 

35 4. Persons desirous of entering the mari t ime corps mus t be provided wi th 

legal passpor ts , and serfs must have a special authorizat ion from their p ro

prietors . 

5. At St. Petersburg the volunteers have to present themselves to the de

par tment of inspection of the Ministry of Marine, in government towns to 

40 the Governors , and in district towns to the police authori t ies. 

6. The passpor ts will be deposited in exchange for a t icket of an appointed 
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form. The passpor ts will be t ransmit ted to the depar tment of inspection, 

w h e r e the bearers have to present themselves . At the same time they will 

receive, i f they demand it, one month ' s pay, to be marked on the ticket. 

7. The police are to wa tch the depar ture of the volunteers for St. Petersburg, 

and to give them all aid and protect ion for facilitating their journey. In case 5 

of s ickness of a volunteer , he is to be taken care of. 

(8 and 9 are without interest . ) 

I I I . Condit ions of service: 

10. Those who wish to enter the oar-marine shall receive from the day of 

their inspect ion: 10 

A. Eight rubles silver per month . 

B. Ammuni t ion and provisions like the regular soldiers of the marine. 

C. A peasan t ' s suit of clothes. The volunteers m a y wear their beards and hair 

à la paysanne. 
11. The te rm of expiration of the service is to be the 1st November , 1854. 15 

12. After this day no volunteer will be retained for service. 

13. Those w h o shall distinguish themselves will be rewarded like the regular 

t roops . 

14. In case of 'pr izes ' being made with the assis tance of the gun-boats the 

oar-volunteers are to have their shares according to the laws of dis- 20 

tribution. 

15. In case of their being wounded the volunteers acquire the rights enjoyed 

by the soldiers. 

16. Their families are to be provided for by the local authorit ies and corpora

t ions. 25 

Constantine. 
Count Kisseleff. 
Count Perowski. 
Dimitri Bibbikoff." 

It would have been impossible to give a bet ter bird 's-eye view of Russia 30 

than is offered by the preceding documents : the Empero r , the bureaucracy , 

the serfs, the beards à la paysanne, the police, the oar-marine, the corpora

t ions, the lands and the seas—"all the Russ ias . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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The Bombardment of Odessa—Greece-
Proclamation of Prince Daniel of Montenegro— 

Manteuffel's Speech 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4080, 16. Mai 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Tuesday , May 2, 1854. 

The bombardment of Odessa , so many t imes performed by a boastful imagi

nation, has a t length been realized. But the telegraphic dispatches hi therto 

5 received are too meager and deficient in detail to deserve a commentary . 

According to the most t rus twor thy news , the bombardmen t began on the 22d, 

was suspended on the 23d, (a summons to surrender being sent to the 

Governor of the place,) and r ecommenced on the 24th April. On one side 

it is affirmed that a great por t ion of the town was laid in ru ins ; on the other , 

10 tha t only the forts were des t royed by rocke ts and shells. In some quar ters 

i t is even asser ted that the bombardmen t had remained wi thout any effect 

whatever . Several dispatches announce the destruct ion of eight Russian 

vessels—merchant vessels , of course , as there were no Russian men-of-war 

at Odessa. The latest dispatch—dated Odessa , 26th April—states that the 

15 whole of the combined fleet had taken its depar ture on that morning. 

In order to prepare the public mind for this event , the F rench Government 

had jus t published in the Moniteur an extract f rom Admiral Hamel in 's latest 

repor t to the Minister of the Mar ine , in which he s ta tes : 

"The English steam-frigate Fur ious had gone on the 6th of April to Odessa , 

20 in order to claim and take on board the Consuls and such F rench and English 

subjects as might wish to quit tha t town on the approach of hostilities . . . 

that , in spite of the f lag of t ruce which she had hoisted, and which her landing-

boa t also bore , the Russian bat ter ies t reacherously fired seven shots upon 

this boa t a few moments after i t had left t he pier. Admiral Dundas and himself 

25 were deliberating on the measures of retr ibut ion required by such a bar

barous proceeding." 

The Russians give a different version of the affair. They allege that the 

sending of a flag of t ruce was only a pre tex t for examining their works of 

defense . The fact of the ship Retr ibut ion having entered the por t of Sevas-
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topol , some t ime ago, under pretext of remitting dispatches , bu t with the real 

object of making drawings of the interior bat ter ies , had highly irritated the 

Czar—the more so, as the noise made about this achievement by the English 

press had confirmed this supposition. Orders had consequent ly been given 

to the effect that in future all vessels presenting themselves before a Russian 5 

por t should be received with cannon-shots . The Indépendance Belge pub

lishes a letter illustrating these c i rcumstances , apparent ly by a Russian 

officer a t Odessa , bu t probably having no other author than M. de Kisseleff 

himself. 

" O n the 27th of March (8th of April) at 6 o 'c lock A.M. , the Fur ious , a 10 

s teamer of the English royal fleet, approached to the pier of the quarant ine-

por t of Odessa without hoisting the flag of t ruce . Al though the captain of 

the por t had orders to fire a rocket over any English man-of-war, he resolved 

never theless to abstain from executing his orders at once , admitting that the 

s teamer might not yet be aware of the English declarat ion of war. The 15 

Fur ious cas t anchor , lowered her boat , and sent it on shore with a flag of 

t ruce . The captain of the port immediately dispatched his Aide-de-camp to 

mee t the officer of the boat . This officer declared tha t he came with the 

mission to fetch the Consuls of France and England. He was answered that 

these gent lemen had quitted Odessa a long t ime since, and was consequent ly 20 

invited to remove instantly; whereupon the boa t was taken on board the 

pyroscaphe , the flag of t ruce being removed. But instead of weighing anchor , 

the officers of the steamer set about taking drawings of the bat ter ies . It was 

then that , in order to prevent the Furious from doing this , blind shots were 

fired over her. The Furious taking no notice of them, a ball was sent into 25 

one of her wheels . The Furious immediately wi thdrew." 

It is certainly ridiculous that the English and F rench fleets had to wait to 

be furnished with " r e a s o n s " by the Russians before entering upon the 

hostilities now directed against a Russian port , and no t then even to take i t 

bu t merely to launch a few broadsides into it. 30 

About the same time when the Fur ious was dispatched on her mission, 

the let ters received from Odessa at Constant inople affirmed that the Russian 

Government had seized all grain in bond, without any respec t for the private 

proper ty of foreign merchants . The quanti ty confiscated amounted to 

800,000 chetwer ts . Besides , the Russian Government had enjoined the for- 35 

eign merchants to supply 150,000 sacks and 15,000 wagons for t ransport ing 

to the interior the confiscated grain. All reclamations were me t by the 

Governor with the declaration that the policy of the wes te rn powers reduced 

the Russian Government to such extremities, and that in seizing their 

proper ty they only saved it from the plunder of an exaspera ted population. 40 

On the reclamations of the neutral consuls remaining at Odessa , the Gover-
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nor at last consented—not to pay for the seized goods—but to issue simple 

receipts to the owners . 

The following is an extract from a Stockholm paper : 

"The whole town swarms with fugitives from Finland; many, too , come 

5 from Aland, (which seems to be still occupied by the Russians,) in order to 

escape the Russian press-gangs. The Russ ian fleet is i n g r e a t w a n t o f seamen, 

and the authorit ies lay [violent] hands on young and old. In the dead of the 

night fathers of families are hurried off wi thout a moment ' s grace, and the 

result is tha t whole households fly to Sweden, with bag and baggage, in order 

10 to escape from such ty ranny . " 

The Journal of St. Petersburg of the 23d ult. contains a proclamation from 

the Czar to his subjects , represent ing the war against the Occidental powers 

as a war of the or thodox church against the heret ics , and aiming at the libera

t ion of its suppressed bre thren in the Ot toman Empire . 

15 The Paris Presse of to-day has the following article: 

" O n e of our correspondents at Constant inople has sent us important 

details on the Russian complot which was discovered some t ime ago, and 

the inquiry into which has just terminated. This inquiry clearly proves that 

Russ ia has long been preparing the crisis which was to carry off the sick man 

20 under the very hands of his physicians. The inquiry proves that Baron 

Oelsner had feigned to place himself at the service of the Turkish Police in 

order the bet ter to deceive his surveillants. He was in the receipt of 

1,000 piasters per month. Notwithstanding his as tu teness , his double game 

was detected in the following manner : He had entered into relations wi th 

25 Mr. Aska , a physician in the Turkish service, and believing that he could trust 

him, he avowed to him that , al though paid by the Turkish Police, he had never 

ceased to serve Russia. According to Mr. Oelsner, Russia proposed to recruit 

among the Greeks and the Slavs in Turkey an a rmy of 60,000 conspirators 

ready to rise at a given signal. The decisive blow was to be struck at Con-

30 stantinople. The chief of the complot in that city w a s an Englishman, a certain 

Plantagenet Harr ison. Mr. Aska feigned to enter into the views of Oelsner, 

and gave a hint to the Turkish Police. The police, having suspected Oelsner 

for a considerable t ime, caused him to be wa tched with increased care , and 

discovered that he was in the habit of sending regular repor ts to Prince 

35 Gorchakoff. Finally they succeeded in intercepting one of these repor ts . 

Oelsner, though very cautious on the whole , had the unlucky idea of showing 

the above repor t to Mr. Aska, who immediately informed Mr. Palamari, the 

secret agent of the Turkish Police, and contr ived to give it in his presence 

to Radschiskz, an Austr ian Slavonian who was in communicat ion with 

40 Oelsner and his accomplices. The letter was seized upon this individual and 

forms one of the pieces of conviction. It was also averred that Oelsner had 
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established a concer t wi th Constant inos , captain of a Greek merchan t ship, 

and that they had arranged for the affiliation of forty other captains of Greek 

ships w h o , at a given day, were to arrive at Constant inople , provided wi th 

ammuni t ion and furnishing the materials for raising in rebellion the Greek 

populat ion of the metropolis . Constant inos w a s in pe rmanen t relat ion no t 5 

only wi th Oelsner, bu t also with Mr. Metaxas , t he Greek Embassador a t t he 

Por te . Bodinaroff, a Russian Colonel, afforded the means of communicat ion 

be tween Oelsner and Prince Gorchakoff." 

The re has appeared in the Augsburger Zeitung a series of articles ex

tremely hostile toward Russia, which have crea ted a great sensat ion in 10 

Germany , as that journal was , until now, the mos t a rdent part isan of Russian 

in teres ts , and is known, at the same t ime, to receive its inspirations from the 

Austr ian Cabinet . Austr ia is represented in these articles as released from 

her obligations toward Russia, in consequence of the revelat ions contained 

in the confidential correspondence of Sir H. Seymour . In one of these articles 15 

it is said: 

" W h e n the proceedings of Russia rendered i t necessary to make repre

sentat ions at St. Petersburg, they were received in so pe remptory a manner , 

and the Vienna Cabinet was t rea ted so unceremoniously , tha t every new 

dispatch from Constant inople evoked painful present iments . This want of 20 

respect , of consideration, engaged Count Mensdorff to ask [for] the com

mand of a br igade, in order to be relieved from his pos t at St. Petersburg, 

al though personally he had no cause for compla in ts . " 

Consequent ly he was replaced by Count Es te rházy . In another article there 

occurs this passage: 25 

" W h e n the Empero r of Russia came to Olmiitz, his conduc t toward Count 

Buol-Schauenste in was so improper, not to say offending, tha t i t was re

marked by everybody, and that Nesse l rode and Meyendorff were em

barrassed by it. ( L e t me remind your readers that i t is a habit of Nessel rode 

to p rovoke such arrogant behavior of his august mas te r in order to deplore 30 

i t af terward.) The young Emperor , witnessing these proceedings against his 

minister , has not forgot them. The let ters of Sir H . S e y m o u r could only 

accelerate the fixed resolution of His Majesty ( to oppose the encroachments 

of Russ ia upon Austr ia herself .) ****** During his stay at Vienna, Count 

Orloff refused to engage himself, in the name of his sovereign, to respect 35 

under all c i rcumstances the integrity of the Ot toman E m p i r e . " 

T h e Constant inople correspondent of The Times lays a special accent u p o n 

the s ta tement that the Greek insurrect ion would infallibly lead to a revolut ion 

in Greece , tha t is a struggle be tween the national par ty and the par t isans of 

Russia . On the other hand, i t appears that the cruelties of the Pasha ' s bayo- 40 

nets in Bulgaria are disposing the populat ion in favor of Russia . L e t me 
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illustrate by a few facts the posit ion of Greece towards the Occidental 

powers . We read in the Nouvelliste de Marseüle, dated Constant inople , 

April 17: 

"The European residents at Athens have to undergo all sorts of insults. 

5 They are even assailed with sticks, no obstacle being opposed by the Greek 

gens d'armerie. On the 15th ult. Mr .Gaspa r i , a member of the F rench 

Embassy , and the son of an old F rench Consul at Athens , received blows 

and was knocked down in the p resence of three gens d'armes, w h o remained 

indifferent witnesses of this scene. On the same day other F renchmen re-

10 ceived warnings that a list of ninety-six Franchi dest ined for 'chast isement ' 

was dressed. In consequence of these excesses a collective note of the 

French and English Representa t ives was addressed to the Government of 

King Otho, informing him that any violence commit ted against the persons 

of F r ench and English residents would immediately give occasion for an 

15 indemnity of 23,000 drachmas . On the 12th of April a new ul t imatum was 

transmitted to the Greek Government , in which a delay of only five days was 

given, expiring on the 17th. This ul t imatum calls u p o n King Otho to redress 

the wrongs suffered by the French , to p ronounce in a categorical manner 

against the insurrection, and to retr ieve the evils done and permitted. No 

20 satisfactory answer was expected on the par t of the King. In case of a 

negative answer, the Embassadors had resolved to break off completely all 

relations with the Government , and at the same time to consti tute them

selves, in the collective name of F rance and England, as the Administrators 

of Greece, according to the provisions of the protocol establishing that 

25 k ingdom." 

The Greek Government has adressed circulars to its foreign agents , in 

apology of its conduct during its recent quarrel with the Por te , t h e latest 

measures of which, against Greek subjects , says Mr .Pa ikos , arise from the 

resentment of Turkey at having no longer the privilege of considering Greece 

30 as a Turkish province, and which form merely the keys tone of twenty years ' 

intrigues against Greece , with the insurrect ions in Thessaly and Epirus as 

pre texts . 

The Wiener Presse of 28th April publishes the following proclamation of 

Prince Daniel to the Montenegrin chiefs: 

35 "I wish that you, too , Czernagoras , (Montenegrins,) now as before prove 

yourselves as heroic as the Greeks and other nat ions, after the example of 

our, victorious ancestors who bequeathed us the liberty of which we are so 

proud in the eyes of the world. It is, therefore, tha t I desire to address the 

soldiers w h o have already entered their service, in order that I may know 

40 whether I can depend upon them, and I order the chiefs to assemble each 

his tr ibe. E a c h soldier is to declare spontaneously whether he is ready to 
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march with me against the Turk, the c o m m o n enemy of our faith and of our 

land. You , Captain, are to receive every volunteer , and repor t to me at 

Cett inie. But I conjure all those who are not ready to b rave death, to stay 

a t home . Whoever wishes to march wi th me mus t forget his wife and his 

children, and all he loves in this world. I tell you , my brave people , and you, 5 

my bre thren , that whoever desires not to die with m e , need not stir; because 

I know that whoever marches with me into war is wor th more than fifty 

cowards . Thus I invite all gallant men whose hearts are not cold, and who 

do not hesi tate to spill their blood for their country , the or thodox church and 

the holy cross , to share with me in the glory and the honor . We are , indeed, 10 

the sons of the old Montenegrins who vanquished th ree Turkish viziers, 

defeated French t roops , and s tormed the for tresses of the Sultan. Le t us not 

be t ray our fatherland, nor disown the glory of our ancient friends, and let 

us mee t to fight, in the holy name of God. 

Cett inie, March 16, 1854. Danie l . " 15 

We read in the Agramer Zeitung tha t in consequence of this appeal to the 

pious freebooters of Montenegro , the chiefs called together , in each of the 

Montenegrin clans, the young warriors and communica ted this proclamation, 

w h e n 4,000 men swore , at the altar, to conquer or die under the flag "Fo r 

Fai th and Father land ." It is impossible not to recognize the interesting 20 

affinity of this movement with the phrases and hopes of the Prussian war 

of independence , whose memory is so faithfully kep t up by Gen. Dohna at 

Königsberg, and the Prussian Treubund generally. The a t tack of the Monte 

negrins against the Herzegovina, by way of Nixi tshy, will be commanded 

by Prince Daniel himself. The at tack in the south ( toward Albania), by way 25 

of Zabliak, will be led by the Woywode George Petrowitch. " T h e mountain

e e r s , " says the Agramer Zeitung, " a re well provided wi th ammunit ion, and 

each of the two corps will have twelve three-and-a-half-pounders at their 

d isposal ." The signal for opening the hostilities will be given by Col. Kova-

leffsky, who receives his instructions direct f rom St. Petersburg. 30 

Herr von Manteuffel having got his $30,000,000 has sent the Chambers 

home with a speech from which I extract the following eminently character

istic passage: 

"Gent lemen: By granting the credit you have given the Government the 

means to proceed on the way it has hi therto pursued, in entire union (in voller 35 

Einigkeit) with Austria and the whole of Germany , and in concer t with the 

other great powers , and to preserve to Prussia the posit ion due to her in the 

solution of the great European quest ion of the d a y . " 

L e t me observe , that [in] the telegraphic repor t of this speech, given by 

the English papers , the "concer t with all the other great p o w e r s " was falsely 40 

translated into a "concer t with Occidental p o w e r s . " Prussia has chosen a 
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higher aim. She wants , in concer t with bo th part ies apparently at war, to 

arrange measures of peace—with w h o m ? 

Her r von Manteuffel , on the same day on which he dismissed the Cham

bers , had the good fortune to deliver a second speech, in a reunion of his 

5 par ty , a speech far more precise and e loquent than the above official slang. 

Tha t speech is the most eminently Pruss ian product ion of modern t imes. I t 

is as it were , Prussian s ta tesmanship in nuce: 

"Gent lemen ," said he , " the re is a word which has been much abused—this 

word bears the name of liberty. I do not d isown the word , bu t my mot to is 

10 another one ; my mot to is the word service. (Dienst.) Gent lemen, all of us 

who meet here have the duty to serve God and the King, and i t is my pride 

that I am able to serve that King. Tha t word service holds together the 

Prussian State , scat tered as it lies throughout German lands (in deutschen 

Gauen). This word must unite us all in the different situations we hold. The 

15 word service to the King is my standard, ' it is the banner of all those who 

have me t here , and in this lies the salvation of these t imes. Gent lemen, the 

service of the King shall l ive." 

Manteuffel is right: there is no other Prussia than that which lives upon 

the service of the King. 

20 Karl Marx. 
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News from the European Contest. 

Our journals and letters by the Europa contain a posit ive confirmation of 

the repor ted bombardment of Odessa. The present advices on tha t subject 

are official and leave no possibility of doubt as to the event . The works of 

the harbor have been destroyed, two powder magazines b lown up , twelve 5 

small Russian vessels-of-war sunk and thirteen t ranspor ts captured, all with 

the loss of eight men killed and eighteen wounded in the allied fleet. This 

trifling loss of men proves that it was [by] no means a formidable achieve

ment . After i t was done the fleet sailed away for Sevastopol , the destruct ion 

of which we fancy they will find to be a different sort of work. 10 

F r o m the Danube there is a new repor t of a decisive victory gained by 

Omer Pasha over General Lüders , bu t of this affair we have nothing beyond 

a telegraphic dispatch by way of Vienna, the great manufactory of stock

jobbing hoaxes . The story runs that the Turks , 70,000 strong, overhauled 

Lüde r s somewhere be tween Silistria and Rassova , the latter being a place 15 

on the Danube some ten miles above Chernavoda , and tha t while Omer Pasha 

w a s pressing the Russians in front, another corps , sent around for the pur

pose , fell upon their flank, and so be tween the t w o fires they were used up . 

This is not an impossible thing, bu t we do not see how Omer Pasha could 

concent ra te so large a force at any point below Silistria with such rapidity 20 

as to take Lüde r s unprepared. According to the last previous advices , the 

gross of his army,—which altogether cannot be more than 120,000 strong, 

including the garrisons that mus t be provided for along his extended 

line,—was being collected at Shumla, some hundred miles from the scene of 

the repor ted batt le , and it is not an easy thing to surprise an enemy at such 25 

a dis tance where 70,000 men have to be brought upon the field to do it. Still 

we repeat , i t is possible; the next s teamer will probably inform us whether 

it is t rue . 

The Greek insurrection has suffered another defeat , but that i t is ex

tinguished by the disaster i t would be impossible to bel ieve. Men and leaders 30 

228 



F 

News from the European Contest 

will no doubt appear to renew the contes t and carry on a harassing guerrilla 

war at least against the Turkish forces on the frontiers. Whether i t will 

become anything more serious mus t depend upon c i rcumstances ; as our 

readers will see in another co lumn an extensive conspiracy of Greeks and 

5 Russians came near exploding in the midst of Turkey ; accident put the whole 

into the hands of the Por te , bu t o ther such conspiracies may occur without 

any interposing event to hinder their course . Meanwhile the allied powers 

ply the Greek Court with menaces , and land t roops in Turkey as if to take 

final possession of the country for themselves . Mos t of these forces still 

10 remain near Constantinople, though at the instance of the French Em

bassador , a de tachment has gone nor th to Varna , where there is likely to be 

fighting any day. It is doubtful, however , whether the body of the allied 

forces will so soon engage in the active work of the campaign. This point 

cannot be determined till the commanding generals arrive at Con-

15 stantinople. 

In the Baltic Sir Charles Napier still remains in the vicinity of Stockholm, 

attacking none of the Russian strongholds on the coast . I t appears that he 

is anxious wi th respec t to the gun-boat flotilla with which the Russians 

propose to opera te against him in the shallow waters and among the islands 

20 of the Gulf of Finland, and has sent to England for small s teamers of light 

draught, which can pursue these boa ts to their places of refuge. On the other 

hand, it is repor ted by the St. Petersburg cor respondent of a journal of Berlin, 

tha t the Russian Court is fearful that Crons tadt cannot stand the onslaught 

which is expected from the British Rough and Ready , that the men-of-war 

25 in the harbor do not succeed well in maneuver ing and firing even for the 

purposes of a review; and that prepara t ions are even making to resist the 

debarkat ion of a hostile land force at that place. 

It is not likely, however , tha t any a t tack will take place in the Baltic until 

the F rench f leet has also arrived, and then Cronstadt will very probably 

30 receive the honor of the first bombardment . I ts capture or destruct ion is 

another quest ion; bu t before such means of dest ruct ion as the allies will br ing 

against it, its fall would not be surprising. 

The wes tern powers f la t ter themselves that Aust r ia is coming over to their 

side, and derive encouragement from agreeable things said to the Duke of 

35 Cambridge at the festivities of the Empero r ' s wedding. Bu t from Prussia 

there is no such pleasing intelligence. Altogether, Germany stands jus t where 

she did before , and the allies have no prospec t of drawing her into any 

engagement in their favor. There is no doubt tha t Austr ia will be ready to 

occupy Serbia and Montenegro,—where a posit ive rebellion has broken out 

40 against the Sultan,—but such an occupat ion, as we have previously shown, 

would only be another step toward the part i t ion of Turkey, and would be , 

in fact, more favorable to Russia than to her antagonists . 
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British Finances. 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , May 9, 1854. 

Al though the bombardment of Odessa , which appears , after all, to have been 
a very indifferent affair, highly excites the public mind, there is another 
bombardmen t which , a t this very moment , works upon i t still more power
fully—namely, the bombardment of the public purse . Before entering into an 
analysis of the financial s ta tement made by Mr. Gladstone in yes te rday ' s 
sitting of the Commons , we must cas t a re t rospect ive glance at his official 
t ransact ions hi therto. 

Mr. Disraeli , w h e n in office, had reduced the interest of Exchequer Bills 
to l !/4d. a day, which was lower than i t had ever been before ; but Mr . Glad
s tone, anxious to improve upon his predecessor , went on further, reducing 
i t to Id. , neglecting to notice the c i rcumstance that w h e n Mr . Disraeli reduced 
the interest of Exchequer Bills money was abundant and cheap , while i t was 
scarce and dear w h e n Mr. Gladstone under took to surpass his rival. Con
sequent ly, the great man was called upon to pay th ree millions of money for 
Excheque r Bills, which, if left alone, would have floated at the rate of interest 
at which he found them. This was not all. Hav ing hardly paid off the 
Excheque r Bills a t great public inconvenience, they had to be re issued again 
at a higher ra te of interest. This was the first proof of the t ranscendent genius 
of the Oxford casuist , w h o was supposed to uni te , as i t were , all the talents 
in his single person , the coalition of all the talents having ejected the Tory 
Government upon their financial scheme, and thus proclaimed finances the 
s trong point of their policy. 

Mr . Glads tone , not content wi th dealing wi th the floating debt , made a still 
more curious exper iment upon the funded debt. In April , 1853, he went down 
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to the House of Commons wi th a very complicated scheme for the con

version of the South Sea s tock and other funds, with an arrangement which 

might compel him to pay off nine and a half millions at the end of six mon ths 

and twelve months . I t has been ve ry just ly remarked that when he did so 

5 he had before him the secret dispatches of Sir Hamil ton Seymour , and the 

warnings of Col. Rose and Consul Cunningham, communicat ions which 

could leave no doubt of the hostile intention of the Russian Government and 

the proximity of a European war. But your readers will recollect tha t at t he 

very period w h e n Mr. Gladstone p roposed his scheme I foretold its failure, 

10 and the necessi ty in which it would place the Government of borrowing, at 

the end of the financial year , to the amount of five or six millions. I m a d e 

this s ta tement without any respect to the Eas t e rn complication. Besides, the 

scholastic air of Mr . Gladstone 's scheme no t being likely to seduce the stock

jobbing m o b of the Exchange , there w a s wan ted no great sagacity to foretell 

15 that the harvest mus t p rove af ailure, because the extent sowed was far below 

the average on account of the very wet season; that a bad harves t would 

cause a drain of bullion; that a drain of bullion could certainly not counterac t 

the already existing tendency to a rise of interest in the money market , and 

that , with the general money marke t rising, i t w a s absurd to suppose that the 

20 public creditor would allow the interest of his s tock to be reduced or not 

eagerly grasp at the opportuni ty afforded him by Mr. Gladstone 's exper iment 

to insist on the repayment of his s tock at par in order to invest i t the following 

day at a net profit. Indeed, at the close of the financial year , Mr . Gladstone 

was obliged to pay off at par six millions of South Sea annuities which, 

25 without his intermeddling, would at this momen t only command £85 for every 

£100 of s tock at the Exchange . Thus he no t only made needlessly away with 

six millions of the public funds , bu t the public incurred by this brilliant 

operat ion an actual loss of at least one million, while the balance in the 

Exchequer , which was in April , 1853, £7,800,000, has been reduced in April , 

30 1854, at a t i m e o f war , t o o n l y £2,778,000, b e i n g a l o s s o f morethan£5,000,00O. 

The abort ive conversion scheme of Mr. Glads tone is at the foundat ion of all 

the monetary difficulties against which the Government has now to contend. 

On the 6th of March, only 24 days before the declarat ion of war , Mr . Glad

stone laid down as the very basis of all bis operat ions tha t the supplies should 

35 be provided within the year to pay the cur ren t expenses , and declared he 

had taken measures to cast the bu rdens of war only upon the present , and 

that a resor t to the money marke t for a loan was out of quest ion. He repeated 

his s ta tement again on the 22d of March, and even on the 12th of April. Yet 

on the 21st of April, when Parl iament was not sitting, an official notice 

40 appeared tha t a loan would be required, and tha t Exchequer Bonds to the 

amount of six millions would consequent ly be issued. The Exchequer Bonds , 
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you will remember , are an invention of Mr. Gladstone, cotemporaneously 

in t roduced wi th his conversion scheme. 

The ordinary Exchequer bill is a security for 12 months , and is generally 

exchanged or paid off at t he end of that t ime, and its ra te of interest f luctuates 

with the marke t ra te of interest . The Exchequer bonds , on the contrary , bear 5 

a fixed ra te of interest for years , and are a terminable annuity, t ransferable 

from hand to hand by a simple indorsement , wi thout any cost whatever to 

either buyer or seller. U p o n the whole, they may be described as imitations 

of rai lway debentures . When Mr. Gladstone first invented them in 1853, he 

took power to issue 30,000,000, and so proud he was of his invention that 10 

he thought the 30,000,000 would not be sufficient to answer the public 

demand, and that they would be at a high premium. However , " the public 

were glutted by very little more than £400,000, or about one-seventh of the 

amount he expected would be required." In order to raise his loan of 

6,000,000, Mr . Gladstone brought out three sorts of Exchequer bonds , such as 15 

have four years to run, such as have five years to run, and such as have six 

years to run. To make them more acceptable to the Exchange , he decided that 

the interest would be allowed on installments no t ye t paid. He pre tended 

to issue them at par , with an interest of three and one-half per cent. , con

sidering the extraordinary advantages belonging to the new form of securities 20 

as being equivalent to from 10 to 16 per cent. , on the amount of the dividend. 

W h e n the tenders were opened, i t was found that the amount bid for was 

bu t £800,000 of bonds of the first series, to be paid off in 1858; while with 

respec t to the other series of bonds of 1859 and 1860 no offers were made 

at all. This is not all. He was forced to issue his commodit ies at a discount , 25 

selling them at the minimum of ninety-eight and three-fourths , and throwing 

in a few months interest , so that he is simply borrowing at four per cent, in 

exchange for the South Sea Stocks , which were a t th ree per cent, annuity, 

thus losing on the capital fifteen per cent. , and on the interest twenty-five 

per cent . Notwithstanding all these concessions , his failure was complete , 30 

he being obliged to extend the period for receiving tenders to the 8th inst., 

and to come down from his demand of 6,000,000 to the "ridiculously small 

s u m " of 2,000,000. The failure was necessary , because his commodi ty was 

neither well adapted for permanent investment nor for temporary use, 

because the repayment in 1858 and 1860 appears , under the p resen t circum- 35 

s tances , to be very problematical , and, finally, because , with a r ising market , 

bonds with a fixed rate of interest for years cannot be as acceptable as 

Exchequer bills, of which the interest is sure to be raised if the value of 

money increases . 

Mr . Glads tone , not content to throw upon the marke t three different sorts 40 

of Exchequer commodit ies , felt himself obliged to bring to the House of 
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The navy, a rmy and ordnance est imates have already been voted without 

division on Fr iday evening, and I shall give a short r esumé of the different 

i tems on account of which they were asked for, viz: £300,000 were voted 

for addit ion of the army by 14,799 men of all r anks , which would raise the 

number of land forces to 40,493 above that voted last year , or 142,000 men . 

The supplementary ordnance est imates amount in the whole to £742,132. The 

supplementary navy est imates , amount ing to £4,553,731 and including a par t 

of the supplementary ordnance est imates , may be classed under the follow

ing heads : 

I. 

1. On account of wages to seamen and mar ines , 11,000 of 

whom were added to the navy, 2,500 from the Coast Guard 

and 8,500 by voluntary enl is tment £461,700 

(a.) To defray the charges of wages which will come in 

course of payment in the year ending the 31st of 

March, 1855, for 5,000 seamen to be employed for 

6 months additional 110,000 

(b.) To meet the ext ra pay, beyond seamen ' s pay, of the 

2,500 coas t guard men and seamen riggers now em

ployed afloat 51,700 

(c.) Fo r raising 5,000 reserve seamen 220,000 

(d.) Fo r provisions of 5,000 men , for an additional period 

of 6 months to the 31st of March , 1855 80,000 
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The N a v y £4,550,000 

Army 300,000 

Ordnance 650,000 

Supplementary militia vo te 500,000 

U n k n o w n charges 2,100,000 

Total £8,100,000 
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Commons not one but two , and perhaps three or four budgets . For contradis

t inction to the former Chancel lors of [the] Exchequer he made his financial 

s ta tement on March 6, before the termination of the financial year with the 

view, as he said, to make the country clearly unders tand its position. T h e 

H o u s e were then told that there was a surplus of £3,000,000, but that in 

consequence of the perilous posit ion in which they were placed, they had 

to incur an increased expendi ture of £6,000,000, so that they were to be 

prepared for a deficiency of three millions this year . Before eight weeks have 

passed, he comes down to the House and asks for about seven millions more , 

al though certainly in March he ought to have formed more correct est imates 

of the demands to be made upon the public resources . 

The new supplementary est imates he asks for are : 
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(e.) Fo r additional victualing stores required, for freight 

of provis ions, and for increase in the prices of several 

species of stores and provisions 

(f.) Fo r provisions, victualing, stores etc . , for an additional 

sum of 5,000 men to be employed in the fleet for one 

year 

(g.) To provide for an additional number of clerks neces 

sary in consequence of the war at the es tabl ishments 

a t Whitehall and Somerset House 

(h.) F o r the additional expense to be incurred for salaries 

in the several naval , victualing and medical establish

ments a t home 

(i.) Fo r additional wages to artificers and o thers in the 

naval establ ishments abroad 

2. £697,331 for naval s tores: 

(a.) F o r the purchase of coal and other fuel for s team 

vessels 

(b.) Fo r the purchase of stores required to replace those 

issued to the f leet 

(c.) Fo r the purchase and repair of s team machinery, i t 

having been decided that the reserve fleet should have 

the advantage of steam 

(d.) F o r the purchase of s team vessels , gun boa ts , e tc . 

3 . Fo r new works , improvements and repairs in the yards 

4. For medicines and medical stores 

5. Fo r miscel laneous services 

Sum total 
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[£] 

50,000 

100,000 

5,000 

2,000 

1,000 

160,000 

40,000 

252,674 

244,657 

7,000 

30,000 

6,000 

£1,457,031 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

than the navy. Unde r this head demanded: 

1. Fo r freight of t ransports on monthly pay including s team 

vessels , and for the purchase of the same, covering the hire 

of eight new steam vessels and 86 sailing t ranspor t s , of 

which 75 were frigates with cavalry 

2. Fo r the freight of ships hired for the conveyance of t roops 

including rat ions , the Government having taken up 18 

s team vessels and 86 sailing t ransports for the entire year 

£2,610,200 

108,000 

£3,096,700 

£4,553,731 

II . 

I tems which, al though included in the navy est imate refer ra ther to the army 

Mr. Gladstone proposes to raise new taxes by continuing the double income 

tax to the end of the war , by increasing the malt du ty from 2s. 9d. to 4s. , by 

Sum total 
Grand total 
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augmenting the duty on spirits I s . per gallon in Scot land and 8d. per gallon 

in Ireland, and by putt ing off the fall upon the duty on sugar, which was to 

occur on the 5th of next July. The resolut ions respecting spirits, malt and 

sugar were passed immediately. 

5 The duty on spirits will cancel itself, because it will greatly reduce the 

consumpt ion of spirits. The duty on malt is a punishment inflicted on the 

l icensed victualers and their cus tomers , because their official organ, The 

Morning Advertiser, signalised itself by sounding the t rumpet of war. The 

duty on sugar is calculated to embit ter the pickles and preserves of the 

10 current year. As to the income tax , i t is well-known tha t on the 18th of April, 

Mr . Gladstone proclaimed its dea th at the end of seven years , only three days 

after having received the communicat ions from Col. Rose and Consul 

Cunningham describing the Russian preparat ions for war . I t is no less known 

that on the 6th of March he declared i t sufficient to double the income tax 

15 for half a year only. Mr. Gladstone is either the mos t improvident and short

sighted Chancellor of [ the ] Exchequer that ever existed, or i t was his de

l iberate plan to grope in the dark, to mislead, to bewilder and to mystify the 

public. 

The British public has not only to pay for the war against Russia , and also 

20 for the quackery and the hair splitting ingenuity of Mr. Gladstone, but besides 

i t has to furnish the Czar with the means of carrying on the war against itself, 

as L o r d John Russell declared on Fr iday evening, that the British Govern

men t would continue to pay the principal and the interest of the debt called 

the Russo-Dutch loan, inserted in the t rea ty of Vienna, one of whose princi-

25 pal arrangements is tha t Poland should remain an Independent Constitutional 

Kingdom, tha t Cracow should be pro tec ted as a free town, and that the 

navigation of all European r ivers , consequent ly of the Danube , should be 

free. 

The distrust in Irish loyalty mus t be very great , as Lord Palmers ton de -

30 clared that during the present year her Majesty 's Government did not intend 

to enrol the Irish militia; the same Palmers ton having b roken up the Russell 

Cabinet on the pretext that Lord J o h n exaspera ted Ireland by excluding i t 

from his Militia bill. Ministers have sustained a virtual defeat on their 

Railway bill, which contained only some enac tments r ecommended by a 

35 Parl iamentary Commit tee sitting on that subject . As the railway interest is 

powerfully organized, the gallant Mr. Cardwell preferred in the name of the 

Ministry, to withdraw his original bill and to substi tute for i t one framed by 

the railway directors themselves , which enforces nothing nor adds anything 

to the stringency of already existing enac tments . W h e n the bill w a s discussed 

40 there was nobody present in the House except those rai lway directors who 

are M.P.s . " I t appea r s , " says a weekly paper , " tha t Ministers and Parl iament 
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are not strong enough to protec t t h e proper ty of shareholders and the 

pocke ts of t ravelers , or the life and limb of the public , against the right 

[with] which the railway companies claim to dispose of those valuables at 

p leasure . " 

Karl Marx . 
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A Famous Victory 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4098, 6.Juni 1854 

A Famous Victory. 

The English journals indulge in liberal burs ts of derision at the fact that the 

Czar has rewarded Gen. Osten-Sacken for his share in the late fight be tween 

the allied fleets and the fortifications that defend the por t of Odessa . This 

5 fight they claim as altogether a victory of their own, pronouncing the opposi te 

exultat ions of their enemy as bu t a new specimen of Muscovi te braggadocio 

and imperial lying. N o w , while we have no special sympathy with the Czar 

or with Osten-Sacken, though the latter is no doubt a clever and resolute man, 

(he is the brother of the General of the same name commanding an army-

10 corps in the Principalities,) it may perhaps be wor th while to look a littìe more 

carefully into the merits of this victory at Odessa and ascertain, if possible, 

on which side the braggadocio and humbug really figure, especially as this 

is the first and only battle be tween the allies and the Russ ians , of which we 

have ye t received any report . 

15 As appears by the official documents on bo th sides, the object of the allied 

f lee t in appearing before Odessa was to summon the Governor to deliver u p , 

as reparat ion for the round shot fired at a British flag of t ruce , all British, 

F r ench and Russian vessels in the harbor . N o w they must have known that 

he would not make any reply to such a summons , and mus t therefore have 

20 been prepared to take by force what they had asked for in vain, and if they 

failed in this object they suffered a genuine defeat, whatever damage they 

may have done to the enemy. 

What , then, were the odds? The very decree of the Russian Government , 

which appointed Osten-Sacken to the c o m m a n d of the vas t terri tory he 

25 governs , situated immediately on the rear of the army of the Danube , and 

the fact of his selecting for his res idence the t o w n of Odessa, shows the 

impor tance naturally and justly at tr ibuted by the Russians to this point. 

Odessa is the place, of all o thers , where a hostile landing might do them the 

mos t harm. There the enemy would find not only all the resources of a large 
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town, bu t those , too , of the granary of all E u r o p e ; and there they would be 

neares t to the line of communicat ion and re t reat of the Russian a rmy in 

Turkey . U n d e r these c i rcumstances , the two Admirals mus t have known that 

they would find the place defended by a numerous garrison, and that any 

a t tempt at landing, with what sailors and marines they might have to spare 5 

for that purpose , would at once be repelled. But wi thout landing and taking 

possess ion of the harbor , if not the town, at least for a moment , they could 

no t expec t to liberate the British and French ships now confined there . Their 

only remaining chance for accomplishing their object would have been to 

bombard the town itself mos t furiously, so as to m a k e it unsafe for any body 10 

of t roops to remain in it, and then to a t tempt a rescue of the ships. But i t 

is doubtful whether that purpose could have been effected by a bombardment 

u p o n a large town with very wide streets and extensive squares , where 

comparat ively little room is occupied by combust ible buildings. The Ad

mirals, then , must have known that if their demand on Osten-Sacken was 15 

refused, they had no means of enforcing it. They thought , however , tha t after 

the firing on a flag of t ruce , something must be under t aken against Odessa, 

and so they wen t on their errand. 

The approaches to Odessa , on the seaside, were defended by six bat ter ies , 

which mus t have been armed with some forty or fifty guns of 24 and 20 

48 pounds caliber. Of these bat ter ies only two or three were engaged, the 

at tacking force keeping out of range of the remainder . Against these bat ter ies 

eight s team frigates carrying about 100 guns were brought to act ; bu t as from 

the na ture of the maneuver , the guns of only one side of the ships could be 

used , the superiority in the number of the guns on the pa r t of the allies was 25 

considerably diminished. In respect of the caliber, they mus t have been about 

equal , for if a 24 pound gun is inferior to a long 32 pounder , a 48 pounder 

of heavy metal must certainly be equal to 56 or 68 pound shell guns , which 

cannot stand full charges of powder . Finally, the vulnerable nature of ships, 

as compared with breas t -works , and the insecurity of aim produced by the 30 

ship's mot ion, are such that even a still greater numerical superiority in the 

artillery of a fleet over that of strand-batteries will leave some odds in favor 

of the lat ter . Witness the affair at Eckernförde in Schleswig (1849) where 

two bat ter ies with 10 guns be tween them dest royed an 84 gun-ship, disabled 

and captured a 48 gun-frigate, and beat off two heavily armed s teamers . 35 

The fight, as long as i t was confined to artillery and to the eight s teamers , 

may therefore be considered a pret ty equal one , even allowing for the superi

ority of range and accuracy which, during the struggle, t he Anglo-French 

guns were found to possess . The consequence was that the work of 

destruct ion went on very slowly. Two Russian guns d ismounted were the 40 

only resul t of several hours firing. At length the allies came up closer and 
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changed their tact ics. They abandoned the sys tem of firing against the stone 

walls of the bat ter ies in order to send shells and rockets into the Russian 

shipping and the military establ ishments in and around the harbor. This told. 

T h e object aimed at was large enough to m a k e every shell hit some vulnerable 

5 par t , and the whole was soon on fire. T h e powder-magazine behind tha t 

ba t te ry on the mole-head, which had offered the mos t effective resis tance 

and had been principally at tacked, blew u p ; this and the spreading of the fire 

all around, forced its garrison at length to ret i re . The Russian artillery-men 

had shown on this point, as usual , very little skill bu t very great bravery . Their 

10 guns and shot mus t have been very defective and their powder extremely 

weak . 

This was the only result of the whole action. F o u r Russian guns had been 

silenced in the bat tery on the mole-head; all t he other bat ter ies hardly re

ceived any damage at all. The explosion of the powder magazine cannot have 

15 been very severe; from its situation close behind the bat tery , it is evident 

that i t was the special magazine of this ba t te ry containing merely the am

munition for a single day, say 60 or 100 rounds for each of the four guns ; 

now, if we deduct the probable number of rounds already used in the course 

of the day, there can hardly have remained more than 300 weight of powder . 

20 Wha t the damage done to other establ ishments m a y amount to we have no 

means of judging; the allies of course could not ascertain it, while the 

Russ ians put i t down at the very lowest figure. F rom the Russian repor t , 

however , i t would appear that the vessels burn t were not men-of-war, as the 

Anglo-French repor ts state them to have been ; probably they were , bes ides 

25 some merchantmen, t ranspor ts and government passenger s teamers . We 

have , besides , never received any previous information that any Russ ian 

men-of-war were at Odessa. 

Two French and one or two English merchan tmen succeeded during the 

act ion in escaping from the harbor ; seven British merchantmen remain 

30 confined there to the present day. Thus the "gal lant" Admirals have no t 

succeeded in enforcing their demand, and as they had to retreat wi thout 

obtaining any positive result , wi thout even silencing more than one out of 

six bat ter ies , they m a y consider themselves fairly bea ten off. They lost very 

few men; bu t several ships ' hulls were damaged and the F rench s teamer 

35 Vauban was once set on fire by a red-hot ball , and had to retire for a while 

from the action. 

This is the sum of wha t the British press calls "Glorious news from 

Odessa , " and which in British eyes has wiped out all the former shortcomings 

of Admiral Dundas . N a y , this act ion has so m u c h raised the public ex-

40 pectat ions in England that we are seriously told, the Admirals having now 

ascertained the excessive superiority of the range of their guns over the 
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Russ ian ones , have positively resolved to t ry a bombardmen t of Sevastopol ; 

indeed, they did go there and fire a few shots . But this is the pures t humbug, 

for whoever has once looked upon a plan of Sevastopol , knows that an at tack, 

bombardmen t or not, upon that town and harbor , unless i t be a mere sham-

fight outside the bay , must t ake place in nar row waters and within range even 5 

of field guns. 

—We may properly add to this simple exposé , that the gasconade of our 

English friends about this action,—in which they suffered a complete repulse 

and totally failed of their object—does not vary m u c h from the general tone 

of their previous discussions and s ta tements concerning the war. Whatever 10 

be the resul t of the struggle, impartial history must , we think, place u p o n her 

record , tha t its early stages were marked by quite as much humbug, pre

varication, deception, diplomatic bad faith, military bragging and lying on 

the side of England as on tha t of Russia. 
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Attack upon Sevastopol—Clearing of Estates in Scotland 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4095, 2. Juni 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, May 19, 1854. 

The "first a t tack upon Sevas topol , " of which we have a telegraphic an

nouncement in to-day 's papers , seems to be about the same glorious exploit 

5 as the bombardment of Odessa , where bo th part ies claimed the victory. The 

a t tack is described as having been made by means of shells projected from 

"long-ranging" guns, and directed against the outward fortifications. That 

you cannot at tack the harbor of Sevastopol or the town itself by guns of any 

range without going up the bay and coming to close quar ters wi th the protect-

10 ing bat ter ies , and that you cannot take it at all wi thout the assis tance of a 

considerable landing army, is evident from a glance at the map , and is , 

moreover , conceded by every military authori ty. The operation, if i t has 

really taken place, is therefore to be considered as a sham exploit, for the 

edification of the same gobe-mouches whose patr iot ism is elated by the 

15 laurels of Odessa . 

The French Government has sent M. Bourrée on an extraordinary mission 

to Greece . He goes accompanied by a brigade under command of General 

Forey , and has orders to claim from King Otho immediate payment of the 

whole interest of the one hundred millions of francs advanced by France to 

20 the Greek Government in 1828. In case of refusal, the F rench are to occupy 

Athens and divers other points of the kingdom. 

Your readers will r emember my descript ion of the process of clearing 

es ta tes in Ireland and Scotland, which within the first half of this century 

swept away so many thousands of human beings from the soil of their fathers . 

25 Thç process still cont inues , and with a vigor quite worthy of that vi r tuous, 

refined, religious, philanthropic ar is tocracy of this model country . Houses 

a re either fired or knocked to pieces over the heads of the helpless inmates . 

At Neagaa t in Knoydar t , the house of Donald Macdonald , a respectable , 

honest , hard-working man, was a t tacked last au tumn by the landlord 's order. 
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His wife was confined to bed unfit to be removed, ye t the factor and his 

ruffians turned out Macdonald 's family of six children, all under 15 years 

of age, and demolished the house with the except ion of one small bit of the 

roof over his wife 's bed. 

T h e m a n was so affected that his brain gave way . He has been declared 5 

insane by medical men, and he is now wandering abou t looking for his 

children among the ruins of the burn t and b roken cot tages . His starving 

children are crying around him, but he knows them not , and he is left roaming 

at large unaided and uncared for, because his insanity is harmless . 

T w o marr ied females in an advanced stage of pregnancy had their houses 10 

pulled down about their ears . They had to sleep in the open air for many 

nights, and the consequence was that , amid excruciating sufferings, they had 

premature bir ths , their reason became affected, and they are wandering 

about wi th large families, helpless and hopeless imbeciles, dreadful wi tnesses 

against tha t class of persons called the British ar is tocracy. 15 

E v e n children are driven mad by terror and persecut ion. At Doune , in 

Knoydar t , the cottagers were evicted and took refuge in an old s torehouse. 

The agents of the landlord surrounded that s torehouse in the dead of night 

and set fire to i t as the poor outcasts were cowering benea th its shelter. 

Frant ic they rushed from the f lames, and some were driven mad by terror . 20 

The Northern Ensign newspaper says: "Tha t one boy is deranged; that he 

will require to be placed in confinement; he jumps ou t of bed crying, 'F i re! 

fire! ' and assures those near him that there are men and children in the 

burning s torehouse . Whenever night approaches he is terrified at the sight 

of fire. T h e awful sight at Doune , when the s torehouse was in flames, il- 25 

ruminating the district—when men, w o m e n and children r an about half frantic 

wi th fear, gave such a shock to his r eason . " 

Such is the conduct of the aristocracy to the able-bodied poor w h o make 

them rich. Lis ten now to their parochial mercies. I ext rac t the following cases 

from the work of Mr. Donald Ross , of Glasgow, and from The Northern 30 

Ensign: 
" 1 . Widow Matherson, aged 96, has only 2s. 6d. per mon th from the par ish 

of Strath, Skye. 

2. Murdo Macintosh, aged 36 years , is totally disabled, by reason of a car t 

falling on him four teen months ago. He has a wife and seven children; the 35 

oldest 11 years , the youngest 1 year, and all tha t the par ish of Strath allows 

him is 5 s. pe r month. 

3. Widow Samuel Campbell , aged 77, residing at Broadford , Skye , in a 

wre tched house , had I s . 6d. a mon th from the par ish of Strath. She com

plained that i t was inadequate , and the parochial authori t ies , after m u c h 40 

grudging, increased it to 2s. per month. 
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4. Widow M'Kinnon , aged 72, par ish of Strath, Skye, has 2s. 6d. pe r 

month. 

5. Donald M'Dugald, aged 102 years , res ides at Knoydar t . His wife is aged 

77 years , and bo th are very frail. They only receive 3s. 4d. each in the month 

5 from the parish of Glenelg. 

6. Mary M'Donald , a widow, aged 93 yea r s , and confined to bed. H e r 

husband was in the army, and there he lost an arm. He died 20 years ago. 

She has 4s. 4d. in the mon th from the par ish of Glenelg. 

7. Alexander M' Isaac , aged 53 years , totally disabled, has a wife aged 

10 40 yea r s ; has a blind son aged 18 yea r s ; and four children under 14 years 

of age. The parish of Glenelg allows this wre tched family only 6s. 6d. pe r 

month be tween them, jus t about I s . each per month. 

8. Angus M'Kinnon, aged 72, has a ruptured wife aged 66 years . They have 

2s. 2d. each per month. 

15 9. Mary M' I saac , aged 80 years , frail and s tone blind, has 3s. 3d. a mon th 

from the parish of Glenelg. W h e n she asked more , the Inspector said: 'You 

should be ashamed to ask more w h e n o thers have less ; ' and refused to listen 

to her. 

10. Janet M'Donald , or M'Gillivray, aged 77 years , and totally disabled, 

20 has only 3s. 3d. per month. 

11. Catherine Gillies, aged 78 years , and totally disabled, has only 3s. 3d. 

from the parish of Glenelg. 

12. Mary Gillies, or Grant , aged 82 years , and for the last eight years 

confined to bed, gets twenty-eight pounds of meal and 8d. in the month from 

25 the parish of Ardnamurchan . The Inspector of poor did not visit her for the 

last two years ; and she gets no medical aid, no clothing, no nutrition. 

13. John M 'Eachan , aged 86 years , and bed-r idden, resides at Auchachraig, 

par ish of Ardnamurchan , has just one pound of meal a day, and 8d. of money 

in the month from said parish. He has no clothing nor anything else . 

30 14. E w e n M'Callum, aged 93 years , and has sore eyes , I found begging on 

the banks of the Crinan Canal, parish [of] Knapda le , Argyllshire. He has jus t 

4s. 8d. in the month ; nothing whatever in the w a y of clothing, medical aid, 

fuel or lodgings. He is now a moving collection of rags, and a most wretched-

looking pauper . 

35 15. Ka te Macar thur , aged 74, and bed-r idden, lives alone at Dunardy , 

par ish of Knapdale . She has 4s. 8d. per month from the parish, bu t nothing 

else. No doctor visits her. 

16. Janet Kerr , or M'Cal lum; a widow, aged 78 years , in bad heal th; has 

6s. a month from the par ish of Glassary. She has no house , and has no aid 

40 bu t the money al lowance. 

17. Archibald M'Laur in , aged 73 , parish of Appin, totally disabled; wife 
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also disabled; have 3s. 4d. each per month in the name of parish relief—no 

fuel, clothing or lodging. They live in a wre tched hovel , unfit for human 

beings. 

18. Widow Margaret M 'Leod , aged 81 yea r s ; lives at Coigach, par ish of 

Lochbroom; has 3s. a month. 5 

19. Widow John Mackenzie , 81 years , resided at Ullapool , par ish of 

Lochbroom. She is s tone blind and in very bad heal th, and has just 2s . a 

month . 

20. Widow Catherine M'Donald , aged 87 years , Island of Luing, par ish of 

Ki lbrandon; s tone blind and confined to bed. Is al lowed 7s. a month in name 10 

of al iment; out of which she has to pay a nurse . H e r house fell to the ground, 

and ye t the parish refused to provide a lodging for her , and she is lying in 

an open out-house on the ear then floor. The Inspector declines doing 

anything for he r . " 

But the ruffianism ends not here . A slaughter has been perpetra ted at 15 

Stra thcarron. Exci ted to frenzy by the cruelty of the evictions and the further 

ones that were expected, a number of w o m e n gathered in the streets on 

hear ing that a number of sheriff's officers were coming to clear out the 

tenantry. The latter, however , were Excisemen, and no t sheriff 's officers; 

bu t on hearing tha t their real character was mistaken, these men instead of 20 

correct ing the mis take , enjoyed it—gave themselves out for sheriff 's officers, 

and said they came to turn the people out and were determined to do so. On 

the group of w o m e n becoming excited, the officers presented a loaded pistol 

a t them. Wha t followed we extract from the letter of Mr. Donald Ross , who 

wen t over from Glasgow to Strathcarron, and spent two days in the district, 25 

collecting information and examining the wounded . His letter is da ted Royal 

Hote l , Tain, April 15, 1854, and states as fol lows: 

" M y information goes to show a shameful course of conduct on the par t 

of the sheriff. He did not warn the people of the intention on his part to let 

the police loose on them. He read no Riot Act. He did not give them time 30 

to disperse; but , on the contrary, the moment he approached with his force, 

stick in hand, cried out : 'Clear the way , ' and in the nex t brea th said: 'Knock 

t h e m down, ' and immediately a scene ensued which baffles description. The 

pol icemen laid their heavy batons on the heads of the unfor tunate females 

and leveled them to the ground, jumped and t rampled u p o n them after they 35 

were down, and kicked them in every par t of their bodies wi th savage 

brutali ty. The field was soon covered with blood. The cries of the women 

and of the boys and girls, lying weltering in their b lood, was rending the very 

heavens . Some of the females, pursued by the pol icemen, jumped into the 

deep and rapid-rolling Carrón, trusting to its mercies more than to that of 40 

the pol iceman or the sheriff. There were females w h o had parcels of their 
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hair torn out by the batons of the pol icemen, and one girl had a piece of the 

f lesh, about seven inches long by one and a quar ter b road , and more t han 

a quar ter of an inch thick, torn off her shoulder by a violent blow with a baton. 

A young girl, who was only a mere spectator , w a s run after by three police-

5 men . They struck her on the forehead, cu t open her skull, and after she fell 

down they kicked her. The doctor abst racted from the wound a port ion of 

the cap sunk into i t by the ba ton of the savage police. The marks of their 

hobnails are still visible in her back shoulders . The re are still in St ra thcarron 

thirteen females in a state of great dis tress , owing to the brutal beat ing they 

io received at the hands of the police. Three of these are so ill tha t their medical 

a t tendant has no hopes whatever of their recovery . I t is my own firm con

viction, from the appearance of these females and the dangerous na ture of 

their wounds , coupled wi th medical repor t s which I have procured , that not 

one-half of these injured persons will recover ; and all of them, should they 

15 linger on for a t ime, will bear about on their persons sad proofs of the horrid 

brutali ty to which they had been subjected. Among the number seriously 

wounded is a woman advanced in pregnancy. She was not among the crowd 

who met the Sheriff, bu t at a considerable dis tance, jus t looking on ; but she 

was violently struck and kicked by the pol icemen, and she is in a very 

20 dangerous condit ion." 

We may further add that the w o m e n w h o were assailed numbered only 

eighteen. T h e name of the sheriff is Taylor . 

Such is a picture of the British ar is tocracy in the year 1854. 

The authorities and Government have come to an arrangement that the 

25 prosecut ion against Cowell, Gr imshaw and the o ther Pres ton leaders shall 

be wi thdrawn, if the investigation against the magistrates and cot ton lords 

of Pres ton is wi thdrawn also. The latter was accordingly done , pursuant to 

this arrangement . 

Mr . Duncombe ' s pos tponement for a fortnight of his mot ion for a Com-

30 mittee of Inquiry into the conduct of t h e Pres ton magistrates, is said to be 

in pursuance of the above arrangement . 

Karl Marx . 
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The War. 

At last, then, we have to report an exploit of the "Bri t ish Ta r . " The fleet of 

Admiral Napier has destroyed, after eight hours ' bombardment , the fort of 

Gus tavsvaern (which translated from the Swedish means "Gus tav ' s de

f e n c e " or "s t ronghold ," "Gus tav ' s Wehr" ) and t aken the garrison prisoners 5 

of war , to the number of 1,500. This is the first serious a t tack upon Imperial 

Russian proper ty , and compared with the drowsy and torpid affair a t Odessa, 

shows at least that Charles Napier is not going to sacrifice his own renown 

and tha t of his family if he can help it. The fort of Gus tavsvaern is situated 

on the extremity of a peninsula, forming the south-west corner of Finland, 10 

close to the lighthouse of Hango-Udd, well known as a landmark to all 

skippers going up the Finnic Gulf. Its military impor tance is not very great ; 

it defends a very small area either of land or water , and might have been left 

in the rear by the attacking fleet without any risk whatever . The fort itself 

cannot have been large, as is evident from the numbers of its garrison. But 15 

in the present blessed ignorance existing even in the British Admiral ty and 

War Office as to the real strength and impor tance of the Baltic Coast de

fences of Russia , we may be excused i f we delay any comments upon the 

tactical merits of the affair until fuller particulars have arrived. We can, for 

the present , only say this much : the eight hours ' durat ion of the cannonade 20 

proves a b rave , if not over-skilful defence on the par t of the Russ ians , and 

forebodes a greater obstinacy than may have been expected , in the defence 

of the first class fortresses in that same gulf. On the o ther hand, the fifteen 

hundred prisoners of war are no appreciable loss at all to Russia (they make 

up about two average days ' loss by sickness on the Danube) , while they must 25 

prove a serious embarrassment to Napier . Wha t in the world will he do with 

them? He cannot release them on parole; or without paro le ; and there i s no 

place nearer to bring them to than England. Fo r a safe t ranspor t of these 

1,500 men he would require at least three ships of the line or twice that 

246 



The People ' s Paper. London. Nr. 108, 27. Mai 1854. 

Ti telsei te (Ausschnitt) mi t Engels ' Artikel „ T h e W a r " 



The War 

number of s team frigates. The very effects of his victory cripple him for a 

fortnight or three weeks . Last ly , as he has no landing t roops , can he hold 

the ground he has conquered? I do not see how he could, wi thout again 

crippling his thinly-manned fleets by a further weakening of each ship's 

5 contingent of sailors and marines . This c i rcumstance brings us to a subject 

which is discussed with great vehemence in the British press , although far 

too late as usual . The British press has , all at once , found out that a fleet, 

however powerful, is of very little avail unless i t has t roops on board , strong 

enough to go on shore and complete the victory which ships ' guns , in the 

10 bes t case , can obtain only very incompletely against land defences. I t appears 

there was not a man in the British official world directing the war , nor in 

the official world directing British public opinion—who was ever s t ruck by 

this idea up to the end of last month . N o w , all available t roops and means 

of t ranspor t are engaged for the Black Sea, and the whole land force under 

15 orders for the Baltic, of which not a man has been sent off, the very staff 

of which has not ye t been organised, consis ts of one brigade of 2,500 men! 

As to the French , they are woefully limping behind. Their Baltic fleet—you 

recollect the pompous report of secretary Ducos : " Y o u r majesty ordered 

the equipment of a third fleet; the orders of your majesty are executed"—this 

20 splendid a rmament which was to be ready for the sea by the middle of March 

to the tune of ten ships of the line, has never consis ted of more than five 

ships of the line, which with frigates and small vessels , are at present creeping 

slowly along the mouth of the Grea t Belt, to r each which from Brest , i t has 

taken them fully three weeks , wester ly winds prevailing all the t ime. The 

25 grand Camp of Saint Omer , to contain 150,000, in case of need, 200,000 t roops 

pre tended for [a] Baltic expedit ion, has been formed, on paper , th ree or four 

weeks ago, and not a brigade is, as yet , concentra ted . The French , however , 

might easily spare some t en to 15,000 infantry and field artillery from their 

coast-garrisons, without the fuss and p o m p of a large theatr ical camp demon-

30 stration; bu t where are the means of t ranspor t? British merchantmen would 

have to be char tered; they would, according to the ra te of sailing of the 

F rench fleet, require from four to six weeks to arrive, one by one , on the 

scene of act ion; and where should the t roops be landed, the brigade and 

division concentra ted, the staffs and commissar ia ts organised? Tha t is the 

35 vicious circle in which the allies m o v e ; in order to have a land-army in the 

Baltic, they must first conquer an island or peninsula where to concent ra te 

arid organise i t for a t tack; and in order to conquer this desideratum, they mus t 

first have a landing force on the spot. There is no difficulty in getting out 

of this scrape, as soon as you have a good admiral w h o knows as m u c h of 

40 land-warfare as is necessary to enable h im to command a land-force; and 

there is no doubt Charles Napier is quite up to that , as he has fought a great 
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deal on shore. But with an Aberdeen reigning supreme, with four different 

ministries meddling with the fighting force, with the eternal antagonism of 

a rmy and navy, and with French and English forces combined, and jealous 

of each o ther ' s glory and comforts , how can you expec t anything like unity 

of act ion? Then, there cannot now be brought up any effective land-force 5 

to the Baltic before the end of June ; and unless the war is decided and peace 

concluded in four months , the whole of the conquests made will have to be 

given up , t roops , guns , ships, provisions, all will have to be withdrawn, or 

abandoned, and for seven winter months the Russ ians will be again in 

possess ion of all their Baltic terri tory. This shows clear enough, that all 10 

serious and decisive at tacks upon Baltic Russia are out of the quest ion for 

the p resen t year ; i t i s too late. Only when Sweden joins the Wes te rn Powers , 

have they a base of operat ions in the Baltic which will admit of their carrying 

on a winter campaign in Finland. But here again we have a vicious circle, 

though vicious only, as the former one , to the pusil lanimous. H o w can you 15 

expec t the Swedes to join you, unless you show them by sending a land-force, 

and taking part of Finland, that you are in earnes t? And, on the other side, 

how can you send that force thither wi thout having m a d e sure of Sweden 

as a base of operat ions? 

Verily, Napoleon the Great , the "bu tche r " of so m a n y millions of men, 20 

was a model of humani ty in his bold, decisive, home-str iking way of warfare , 

compared to the hesitating "s ta tesman- l ike" directors of this Russian war , 

w h o cannot bu t eventually sacrifice human life and hard cash to a far greater 

amount if they go on as they do . 

Turning to the Black Sea, we find the combined fleets before Sebastopol 25 

amusing themselves with a little harmless long-range exercise against some 

pal try outworks of that fortress. This innocent game, we are informed, has 

b e e n carried on for four days by the majority of the ships, and during all this 

t ime the Russ ians , having only twelve ships of the line r eady for Sea, did not 

show their faces outside the harbour , to the great as tonishment of Admiral 30 

Hamelin—(vide his report , May 1—5.) That heroic sailor is , however , old 

enough to recollect the t ime when F rench squadrons were not only blocked 

up , bu t even at tacked in harbour by English squadrons of far inferior 

s trength; and certainly it is expecting a little too much, that the inferior 

Russian squadron should come out of Sebastopol to be shat tered and sunk 35 

by twice their number of ships, and thus offer themselves up in expiation 

for the "h ideous c r ime" of Sinope! 

In the meant ime, two ships of the line (screws), and seven steam-frigates 

a re on their road to Circassia. They were to explore the coas ts of the Crimea, 

and then to des t roy the forts on the Circassian coast . But in this latter a t tack 40 

only th ree steam-frigates were to part icipate, the remaining four being in-
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structed to re turn to the fleet as soon as the Cr imea was duly reconnoi tred. 

N o w the three forts the Russians still occupy on the Circassian coast , 

viz.—Anapa, Sukhum Kaleh , and Redu t Kaleh , a re , as far as we know of 

considerable strength, built u p o n heights which entirely command the offing 

5 (except Redu t Kaleh) , and i t may be doubted whether the force sent will be 

sufficient to effect their purposes , especially as i t is not accompanied by 

landing t roops . The squadron, which is commanded by Rear-Admiral L y o n s , 

is at the same time to communica te with the Circassians, and especially with 

their chief, Shamyl. Wha t Rear-Admiral L y o n s is to communicate to him the 

10 report telleth not , but there is this certain tha t he cannot bring him what he 

wants most , viz—arms and ammunit ions , for men-of-war on active service 

have no room to spare for goods shipped to order . Two paltry merchant brigs 

or schooners freighted with these valuable articles would be far more ac

ceptable than all the moral but perfectly useless support of five men-of-war. 

15 At the same time we learn that the Turkish fleet has sailed for the same 

destination, this t ime carrying along with i t the articles required for arming 

the Circassians. Thus two allied fleets are going on the same errand, the one 

not knowing of the other. This is unity of p lan and of action with a vengeance. 

May be , each may take the other for Russ ians , and a famous sight i t will be 

20 for the Circassians, these two squadrons firing one into the other. 

The allied land-forces, in the meant ime, fraternise at Gallipoli and Scutari 

in their own way, annihilating enormous quanti t ies of the strong and sweet 

wine of the country. Those w h o happen to be sober , are employed upon the 

construct ion of field-works, so si tuated and so constructed, that they will 

25 be either never at tacked, or never defended, If a proof was wanted , that 

neither the British or French Government have any intention of doing Friend 

Nicholas any serious harm, it is given to the very blindest in their way of 

spending the t ime of the t roops . In order to have a pre tence to keep their 

t roops away from the field of action, the allied commanders set them to dig 

30 a cont inous line of field-works across the neck of the Thracian Chersonesus . 

Everybody , and particularly every F rench engineer, knows that cont inuous 

lines of defence are under almost all c i rcumstances to be rejected in field 

fortification; bu t i t was reserved to the Anglo-French a rmy of Gallipoli to 

employ cont inuous lines upon a ground, two-thirds of which are commanded 

35 by heights, situated on the side where the enemy is expected from. However , 

as the slow-coach system cannot be carr ied on without making at least a 

snail-like sort of progress , we are informed that 15,000 French are to go to 

Varna, there to form what? The garrison of the place. And to do what? To 

die of fever and ague. N o w , if there is any sense in this warfare , t he chiefs 

40 must know that what the Turks are deficient in, is the art of manoeuvring 

in the open field, in which again the Anglo-French t roops are mas ters , and 
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that , on the other hand, the Turks are fit for the defence of walls, rampar ts , 

and even breaches , against s tormers , in a degree which neither the British 

nor the F rench can lay any claim to . Therefore , and because Varna , with a 

Turkish garrison, did that which no fortress before i t had ever done , that is , 

held out for twenty-nine days after three practical b reaches had been laid 5 

in the rampart—therefore the half-disciplined Turks, a re t aken out of Varna 

and sent to meet the Russians in the open field, while the well-drilled French , 

brilliant in at tack, bu t uns teady in lengthy defence , a re sent to guard the 

rampar t s of Varna. 

Other repor ts inform us that all these movements are mere gammon. They 10 

say that great things are in preparat ion. The combined t roops are not in tended 

to act on the Balkans, but they are to execute , with the help of the fleets, 

t r emendous exploits on the rear of the Russians. They are to land at Odessa, 

to cut off the retreat of the enemy, and to combine on his rear with the 

Aust r ians in Transylvania. They are , bes ides , to send de tachments to Circas- 15 

sia; they are , finally, to furnish 15 to 20,000 men for the a t tack of Sebastopol 

on the land-side, while the fleets are to force the harbour . If you cas t a glance 

at the whole past history of the war and the diplomatic t ransact ions preceding 

it, you will no doubt very soon dispose of these rumours . They came from 

Constant inople , shortly after the arrival of Marshal Le roy , commonly called 20 

Saint-Arnaud. Whoever knows the past history of this wor thy , recognises 

in these bravadoes the man who blustered himself up to the r ank he occupies , 

al though three t imes cashiered as an officer of the army. 

The long and the short of this war is this: England, and particularly F rance , 

are being dragged, "unavoidably, though re luctant ly ," into engaging the 25 

greater par t of their forces in the Eas t and the Baltic, tha t is , upon two 

advanced wings of a military position which has no cent re nearer than 

F rance . Russia sacrifices her coas ts , her fleets, and par t of her t roops , to 

induce the Western Powers to engage themselves completely into this anti-

strategical move . As soon as this is done , as soon as the necessary number 30 

of F rench t roops are sent off to countries far f rom their own, Austr ia and 

Pruss ia will declare in favour of Russia, and at once m a r c h with superior 

numbers upon Paris . If this plan succeeds , there is no force at the disposal 

of Louis Napo leon to resist tha t shock. But there is a force which can 

"mobi l i se" itself upon any emergency, and which can also "mobi l i se" Louis 35 

Bonapar te and his minions as i t has mobilised many a ruler before this . Tha t 

force is able to resist all these invasions, and i t has shown it once before to 

combined Europe ; and that force, the Revolut ion, be assured, will not be 

wanting the day its action is required. 

K . M . 40 
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The Present Condition of the English Army-
Tactics, Uniform, Commissariat, etc. 

From Our O w n Correspondent . 

L o n d o n , Fr iday, May 26, 1854. 

5 If the war in the Eas t is good for nothing else it will at least demolish a port ion 

of the military r enown of the late Duke of Wellington. Whoever knew 

England during the life-time of this m u c h over-est imated General , will recol

lect tha t i t was considered an insult to the British nat ion to speak even of 

Napo leon as of a soldier approaching in any w a y the invincible I ron Duke . 

10 This glorious Duke is now dead and buried, after having had the command 

of the British army, at least virtually, for the last forty years . Never was a 

man more independent or irresponsible in the exercise of command. The 

" D u k e " was an authori ty above all authori t ies , neither king nor queen daring 

to contradict him in professional mat ters . Well, after enjoying many a year 

15 of those honors and comforts which usually fall to the lot of happy medio

crity, and which so strongly cont ras t with the tragic revulsions generally 

belonging to the career of genius—Napoleon for instance—the I ron Duke died, 

and the command of the British a rmy fell into o ther hands . About eighteen 

mon ths after his death, the British army is called upon to enter on a campaign 

20 against the Russ ians , and before the first regiment is ready to embark, i t is 

found that the Iron Duke has left the a rmy in a state entirely unfit for active 

service. 

The " D u k e " , in spite of his generally sound English sense, had but a small 

and narrow mind in many respec ts . The unfairness with which he habitually 

25 alluded to the par t his German allies bore in the decision of the struggle 

at Water loo , taking to himself all the credit of a victory which would 

have been a defeat bu t for the timely appearance of Blücher, is well-known. 

T h e pet t ishness with which he s tuck to all abuses and absurdities in the 
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English army, replying to all criticism: "Those abuses and absurdit ies made 

us victorious in Spain and Portugal"—perfectly agrees with his conservat ive 

not ion tha t a certain degree of traditional absurdi ty and corrupt ion was 

essential to a proper working of the "demonst rab ly b e s t " of Consti tut ions. 

But while in politics he knew how to give way upon important points in 5 

critical moments , in military matters he clung all the more stubbornly to 

ant iquated notions and traditional Tory fooleries. The re was not one single 

impor tant improvement introduced into the British army during his life-time, 

unless i t was in the purely technical depar tment of the artillery. H e r e i t was 

simply impossible that the rapid progress of manufacturing industry and 10 

mechanical science should have been left entirely unnot iced. The con

sequence is, that though the British army has the bes t artillery material in 

exis tence, the organization of that artillery is as c lumsy as that of the other 

a r m s ; and tha t in the dress , general armament , and organizat ion of the British 

forces there is not a single item in which it is not inferior to any civilized 15 

a rmy in Europe . 

I mus t again call the attention of your readers to the fact tha t the direction 

of military affairs is not confided, as in other countr ies , to a single b ranch 

of the administration. There are four depar tments , each clashing with and 

independent of the other. There is the Secretary of War , a mere paymaster 20 

and accountant . There is the Commander-in-Chief a t the H o r s e Guards , who 

has the infantry and cavalry under him. There is the Master-General of the 

Ordnance , w h o commands the Artillery Engineers , and is supposed to have 

the general direction of the matériel of the army. T h e n there is the Colonial 

Secre tary , w h o apport ions the t roops to the various foreign possess ions , and 25 

regulates the distribution of war-material to each. Beside these , there is the 

Commissar ia t Depar tment ; and lastly, for the t roops in India, the Com

mander-in-Chief of the Army in that empire. It is only since the death of 

Wellington that the absurdity of such an ar rangement has been publicly 

alluded to , the repor t of the Parl iamentary Commit tee of 1837 having been 30 

superseded by the Duke ' s authority. N o w that war has begun, its inefficiency 

is felt everywhere ; but change is deprecated as being liable to upse t all 

possibility of order and regularity in the t ransact ion of the business . 

As an instance of the confusion created by this system, I ment ioned, on 

a former occasion, that there are hardly two articles for which a regiment 35 

is no t obliged to apply to different and independent administrat ions. The 

clothing is supplied by the Colonel, but the great-coats by the Ordnance ; the 

belts and knapsacks by the Horse Guards ; but the fire-arms again by the 

Ordnance . On any foreign station, military officers, o rdnance officers, s tore

keepers and commissariat employers are all more or less independent of each 40 

other , and responsible to distinct and independent boards a t home . Then 
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there is the nuisance of the "clothing colonels ." E v e r y regiment has a titular 

colonel, a general officer, whose duty it is to pocke t a certain government 

al lowance for clothing his regiment, and to spend a port ion only for the 

purpose . T h e balance is considered as his wages for the t rouble. 

5 There is the sale of commissions , which puts all the higher posts in the 

army at the almost exclusive disposal of the ar is tocracy. After a few yea r s ' 

service in the capacity of l ieutenant, captain, and major , an officer is entitled, 

on the first vacancy occurring, to buy up the next rank which becomes 

vacant , unless there should be an officer of the same rank, and of older 

10 standing, inclined to anticipate him. The consequence is, tha t a man with 

ready money can advance very rapidly, as m a n y of his seniors have not the 

means to buy the vacancy as soon as i t occurs . I t is clear that such a system 

greatly nar rows the class of useful men from which the corps of officers is 

recrui ted, and the advancement or active employment of general officers 

15 being subject almost exclusively to seniority or aristocratic connect ion, the 

circle from which these are d rawn must necessari ly exclude a large mass of 

talent and knowledge from the higher commands . I t is, no doubt , attr ibutable 

to this system chiefly that the mass of British officers are so lamentably 

deficient in the general and more theoretical b ranches of military science. 

20 The number of officers is disproport ionately large for that of the men. Gold 

lace and epaulet tes abound in a British regiment to an extent unknown 

anywhere else. Consequently, the officers have nothing to do, and their esprit 
de corps hardly admitting of any degree of s tudy, they pass their t ime in all 

sorts of extravagant amusements , t rust ing that if it comes to fight, native 

25 bravery and " H e r Majesty 's regula t ions" will be quite sufficient to carry 

t hem through all difficulties. Ye t when the Chobham camp was formed, the 

helplessness of very many of the officers was conspicuous enough to any

body who could judge a little bet ter of t h e maneuvers than the poor en

thusiast ic penny-a-liners who , wi th t rue cockney spirit, admired everything 

30 in the strange spectacle which they saw for the first t ime of their lives. 

The drill regulations and system of exercise are of the mos t old-fashioned 

character . The maneuvering is exceedingly c lumsy, all t he movements being 

complicated, slow, and pedant ic . The old system of movements inl ine , which 

has been maintained in the British longer than in the Austr ian army, as the 

35 grand form of all tactical maneuvers , has a few wel l -known advantages where 

the ground allows of its application; but there is more than one way to 

counterbalance this, and above all i t is applicable under very exceptional 

c i rcumstances only. The system of evolut ions in column, especially in small 

co lumns of companies , as introduced into the be s t regulated continental 

40 armies , insures a far greater mobility and an equally rapid formation of lines 

w h e n required. 
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T h e a rmament of the British soldier is of good material and capital work

manship , bu t disfigured in many cases by old-fashioned regulations. The old 

muske t s of smooth bore are well made , of large caliber, bu t ra ther more 

heavy than is necessary . The old Brunswick rifle was good of its kind, but 

has been superseded by bet ter arms. The recent ly in t roduced Pri tchett rifle, 5 

considered an improvement upon the F rench Minié rifles, appears to be a 

capital weapon , but i t has only been after a hard struggle that this arm has 

been forced upon the authorit ies. As i t is, i t is very irregularly and un-

systematically introduced; one-half of a regiment carr ies muske t s , and the 

other half rifles, thereby deranging the whole a rmament . T h e swords of the 10 

cavalry are good, of a bet ter shape for thrus t and sharp edge b lows than those 

of Continental armies. The horses are also first-rate, bu t the m e n and equip

ments are too heavy. The /na tene /of the field artillery is the bes t in the world, 

admirably simplified in some respects , bu t indulging in too great a variety 

of calibers and guns of different weight, by which different charges of 15 

powder are necessitated. 

T h e dress , on the contrary, and the general accout rement of the British 

soldier is the greatest nuisance in existence. A high, tight, stiff s tock round 

the neck ; a shabby-looking, close-fitting coatee wi th swallow-tails, badly cut 

and uncomfor table ; tight t rowsers ; disgraceful looking great-coats ; an ugly 20 

cap , or shako; a system of strapping and belting, of carrying ammunit ion and 

knapsack , the like of which even the Prussians cannot show—all this has been 

of late the theme of so many newspaper comments tha t a mere allusion to 

it is sufficient. Besides the almost intentional discomfort of the dress , i t must 

not be forgotten that the British soldier carries a far heavier weight than any 25 

other in the world; and, as if to make mobility the ruling principle of the army, 

it has a far more considerable train of impediments dragging along with it 

t han any other. The clumsiness of the commissar ia t a r rangements con

tr ibutes a great deal to this, bu t even the regimental train, and particularly 

the great amount of officers' luggage, surpasses anything known out of 30 

Turkey and India. 

N o w see how this army managed when the t roops reached Turkey . The 

F rench soldiers, having permanent ly incorporated into their a rmy-sys tem all 

the ar rangements found to be of practical utility in their Algerian campaigns , 

had no sooner landed than they made themselves comfortable. They carried 35 

everything with them which they wanted , little as i t w a s , and whatever was 

deficient was soon supplied by the inborn ingenuity of the F rench soldier. 

E v e n under the joint-stock swindling Administrat ion of Louis Bonapar te and 

Saint Arnaud, the system was found to work smoothly enough. But the 

English! They came to Gallipoli before their commissar ia t stores had arr ived; 40 

they came in numbers four t imes greater than could e n c a m p ; there were no 
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preparat ions for disembarking, no portable ovens for baking, no properly 

responsible administration. Orders and counter-orders succeeded each 

other , clashing most fearfully, or rather ludicrously. There was many an old 

sergeant or corporal who had made himself comfortable in the Kaffir Bush, 

5 or in the burning plains of the Indus ; but here he was helpless. The improved 

arrangements which each foreign commander on a campaign might have 

introduced, were made for the duration of the campaign only; the different 

regiments once separated her Majesty 's old-fashioned regulations were again 

the only rule, and the administrative exper ience of the campaign was totally 

10 lost. 

Such is the glorious system to which the I ron D u k e s tuck with iron tenacity, 

and which was necessarily the best , because with i t he had bea ten Napoleon ' s 

generals in the Peninsula. The British soldier, w h e n s t rapped in his leather 

cuirasse, with 60 or 70 pounds weight to car ry over the s teppes of Bulgaria, 

15 creeping along under occasional a t tacks of ague, badly supplied by neglectful 

and unbusinesslike commissariat officers, may well be proud of his glorious 

Iron Duke , who has prepared all these benefits for him. 

The mischievous results naturally flowing from the Duke ' s traditionary 

routine are still aggravated by the oligarchic character of the English Ad-

20 ministration, which intrusts the most important offices to men, who , although 

their parl iamentary support may be needed by the set of place-hunters just 

in power , are altogether desti tute even of e lementary professional knowledge 

and fitness. Take for instance Mr. Bernal Osborne , the Coalition Clerk of 

Ordnance . Mr . Bernal Osborne ' s nominat ion was a concess ion made to the 

25 Mayfair Radicals , represented in the ministry by Sir W. Molesworth, the 

" h u m b l e " editor of Hobbes . Mr. Bernal Osborne 

"Picks up wit, as pigeons peas , 

And ut ters i t again when Jove doth p lease ; 

He is wit 's peddler, and retails his wares 

30 At wakes and wassai ls , meetings, marke ts , fa i rs ." 

But although a small t rader in stale jokes , Mr . Bernal Osborne is hardly 

competent to distinguish a common muske t from a Minié rifle, and, never the

less, he is Her Majesty 's Parl iamentary Clerk of Ordnance . 

Your readers will r emember that some t ime ago he applied to Parl iament 

35 for a grant of money to enable the Board of Ordnance to manufacture all 

the small arms required for the army and navy. He asser ted that in the Uni ted 

States of America, Government manufactor ies supplied the arms at a 

cheaper rate than could be done by pr ivate industry, and that on several 

occasions serious difficulties had arisen from the contractors failing to 

40 deliver the arms at the t ime agreed upon. 
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The vote of the House was , however , pos tponed on the motion of 

M. Muntz , to appoint a Select Committee " t o inquire as to the cheapest , the 

mos t expedi t ious, and the mos t sufficient mode of obtaining fire-arms for 

H e r Majesty 's service ." The report of this Commit tee is now before the 

public, and what are the conclusions i t has come to? Tha t the pr ivate manu- 5 

facturers had failed to supply the arms at the t ime cont rac ted for, "because 

of the vexat ious manner of the view of their work , as required by the Board 

of Ordnance , and its habit of employing different contrac tors for each in

dividual par t of the numerous pieces which compose a muske t . " The repor t 

s tates further that " the Board of Ordnance had scarcely any knowledge of 10 

either the price at which muskets were made in America , or the extent to 

which machinery was used in their manufacture , and had never seen any 

fire-arms which had been made at any of the Government manufactor ies of 

that coun t ry . " 

Finally, we learn from the repor t tha t "from the manufactory the Govern- 15 

ment in tended to build, not a musket could be issued for eighteen mon ths . " 

These extracts from the Parl iamentary Repor t may suffice to character ize 

the professional abilities of Mr. Osborne , the Coalit ion's own Clerk of 

Ordnance . Ex ungue leonem. 

Karl Marx . 20 
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Ships and Forts 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4104, 13. Juni 1854 

Ships and Forts. 

In view of the fact that the success of the allied F rench and English and the 

defeat of Russia in the present war depends on the result of the conflict 

be tween the fleets of the former and the great f ortif ied sea-ports of the lat ter , 

5 an unusual degree of at tention is now paid to the relative power of these 

opposing means of a t tack and defense. I t is admitted to be an open quest ion 

whether places of such strength as Crons tadt and Sevastopol can be taken 

by any number of ships with any number of guns that can be brought against 

them. But, without expressing an opinion on that quest ion at present , we wish 

10 to suggest that so far, the Russian military and naval resources have not been 

found, when brought to the test , exact ly so contemptible as we used to be 

told they were before the war. The Russian armies were said to exist on paper 

only; we have found them excessively slow in marching, as they always were , 

bu t after all they arrived on the scene of action in pret ty good condition and 

15 pre t ty full numbers . The Russian ships in the Black Sea, especially, were said 

to be badly built and miserably manned ; and yet , in the chase of the F u r y 

two Russian frigates, Russian built, nearly outsailed an English steamer, and 

bo th their build and handling were admired by the "rulers of the w a v e s . " 

If the casemates without ventilation, and the stone walls which cannot s tand 

20 the concussion caused by their o w n guns being fired, which we are led to 

expect at Sevastopol and Cronstadt , should prove to be of the same nature 

as the ships and soldiers, many a t rue John Bull will be doomed to awful 

disappointment when i t comes to an a t tack u p o n them. 

Crons tadt and Sevastopol , the two centers of the Russian naval establish-

25 ment , are fortified in the strongest manner known to modern military science. 

Bo th of them owe their formidable appearance mainly to the system of Count 

Montalembert , a F rench engineer of the last century. Montalembert 

p roposed to strengthen bo th land and sea for tresses by erecting, in the place 

of simple rampar ts , with guns forming one single line of fire, large s tone 
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buildings of two , three , and in some cases even six stories, every one of them 

to be vaulted in bomb-proof, and to contain an equal number of guns firing 

out of nar row embrasures . The details of his system—the partial exaggerat ion 

of its principles by the author—the objections urged against it, cannot , of 

course , be here debated. However , the evident superiori ty of a fire from a 5 

double or triple line, disposed in as many tiers of guns one above the other, 

has caused its application in almost all modern construct ions wherever i t 

could be done. Cherbourg in France , Alessandria in I taly, Ehrenbrei ts te in , 

L inz , Königsberg, Ulm in Germany, are more or less modified applications 

of some of Monta lember t ' s fundamental principles. Large casemated build- 10 

ings with two or three tiers of guns have been found admirably adapted for 

de tached for ts , and especially for strand fortifications, where i t is essential 

to oppose an equivalent fire to the mass of iron poured out from the broad

sides of two and three-deckers . Thus Cherbourg, Bres t , and almost all exten

sive fortified harbors , are provided with casemated bat ter ies of at least two 15 

tiers ; Sevastopol has almost all its bat ter ies disposed in th ree t iers ; Crons tadt 

has one , two , three tiers, and in two forts even as m a n y as four t iers. 

The fact that these new-fashioned construct ions have not as ye t in any 

case undergone the test of real at tack, would be alone sufficient to keep alive 

a doubt as to their actual defensive strength. But these new forts shock so 20 

much in every detail of their composit ion all the not ions of men who admit 

in fortifications of no possible progress beyond Vauban and Cormontaigne, 

that even at the present day there are hundreds of good soldiers and sailors, 

nay, even engineers , who hold them in ut ter contempt . This is pa rüy the case 

even in F rance , where the Cormontaigne par ty carr ied their point when the 25 

plan of the fortifications of Paris was discussed. But nowhere do those 

prejudices prevail more than in England, where the large majority of officers 

are ext remely deficient in theoretical knowledge, and dreadfully averse to 

study. Their old hand-books do not go beyond Cormonta igne; they them

selves, perhaps , never heard the name of Monta lember t p ronounced ; the 30 

organizat ion of the British army is very unfavorable to any improvement , 

either material or educat ional ; the Duke made it a point not to alter an iota 

in the service if he could help it; and what wonder that dress , maneuvers , 

not ions , are more old-fashioned in the British army than in any o ther? Thus 

it is that among British officers especially there will be found a great many 35 

who cherish the idea that John Bull can do anything, and a British fleet take 

Crons tadt be i t ever so strong, combined with the other not ion that Cronstadt 

is not very strong after all, because it is built according to that bore of a 

sys tem which threa tens to spread confusion in all authorized treat ises , and 

to m a k e gallant gent lemen begin their studies afresh. 40 

N o w there is no doubt that with a good plan, a little knowledge of the 
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Ships and Forts 

ground, and an inspection of the rampar t s and ditches of abas t ioned fortress 

on the old system, it is not very difficult to make a pret ty fair estimate of 

its strength; but this is not the case with the new fortifications, not only 

because they have not ye t been tried in war , bu t because there are so many 

5 considerat ions of detail in their construct ion tha t a mere outward inspect ion 

gives bu t a poor clue as to the point in quest ion. There is, above all, the 

strength of the masonry, as far as regards bo th the effect of the enemy ' s shot 

and of the concussion caused by the fire of the casemates . There is the 

ventilation of the casemates , which, if not properly provided, may silence 

10 whole bat ter ies at the mos t decisive momen t by choking the m e n with smoke. 

There is the construct ion of the embrasures , which is very essential; the hight 

of the lowest tier above the level of the water , and other points . A minute 

knowledge of a whole fortress is required before , with the present want of 

practical experience, any opinion as to its real defensive efficiency can be 

15 pronounced. But this much is certain, even if there be some considerable 

faults in the plan and execut ion of these w o r k s , both Crons tadt and Sevas

topol must , under all the c i rcumstances , be considered first-rate for t resses , 

which it will take an exceedingly strong, well-handled and resolute naval 

force to carry. An at tack upon either of t hem is , therefore, an event of the 

20 highest military interest , and, whatever may be its result , some of the most 

important quest ions now remaining open for debate in military science will 

then approach their solution. 
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The Treaty between Austria and Prussia-
Parliamentary Debates of May 29 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4103, 12. Juni 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , May 30, 1854. 

The Times is highly indignant that the British general has issued an order 

prohibiting its " o w n cor responden ts" to accompany the British army. If the 

war were a bona fide war , it would be absurd to object to this measure , since 5 

the dispatches of the Duke of Wellington repeatedly complain of the in

formation about his intended movements and disposit ions which Napoleon 

was able to t ransmit to his peninsular generals th rough the columns of the 

English newspapers . As i t is, the object of the order can only be to keep the 

English public in the dark about the t reacherous designs of their ex- 10 

pedi t ionary t roops , and receives a suitable complement in the order just 

enforced upon the Sultan by the heroes of the 2d of December to forbid, by 

a decree read in all mosques , any political conversa t ion to the Turks . But 

why should the Turks be bet ter off in this respect than the English public 

itself? 15 

In yes te rday ' s sitting of the House of Commons Mr. Blacket t asked Lord 

J . Russell whether , by the last Vienna protocol , Great Britain had given any 

recognit ion or sanction to the first article of the t reaty of 20th April , 1854, 

be tween Austr ia and Prussia, whereby the contract ing powers "reciprocally 

guarantee to each other the possession of their German and non-German 20 

terr i tories, so that any at tack made upon the terr i tory of the one , no matter 

whence i t may come, shall be regarded as a hostile a t tack on the terri tory 

of the o ther . " Lord John Russell answered tha t " t h e protocol does not 

contain any special recognition or sanction of that first article of the t reaty 

be tween Austr ia and Pruss ia ." Special, or not special, we read in the F rench 25 

Moniteur of yes terday that " the last protocol of Vienna connec ts the Anglo-

French Convent ion for the present war with the Austro-Prussian t reaty for 

the eventual w a r , " i.e. connects the actual Anglo-French war against Russia 

with the eventual Austro-Prussian war for Russia, and is at all instances a 
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guarantee given by the wes tern powers to Prussia and Austr ia for their 

undis turbed possession of Posen, of Galicia, of Hungary, and of Italy. L o r d 

John Russell further avows that this protocol "has a tendency to confirm 

and maintain the principles which are const i tuted by the Vienna protocols— 

5 namely the integrity of the Turkish Empire , and the evacuat ion of the Princi

palities by the Russian forces . " In fact, i t is a fresh engagement to maintain 

the status quo ante bellum. The wes te rn powers cannot pre tend to have 

gained any advantage over Russia by this protocol ; for, the Austro-Prussian 

t reaty expressly st ipulates: " A n offensive and defensive action on the par t 

10 of the two contract ing powers would be occas ioned: firstly, by the in

corporat ion of the Principalities; and in the second place, by an at tack on , 

or a passage of, the Balkans by the Russ i ans . " These two conditions have 

manifestly been dictated by Russia herself. F rom the very first, she declared 

that i t was not her intention to incorporate , but to keep the Principalities as 

15 a "material guaran ty" for the satisfaction of her demands . To cross the 

Balkans in the face of some 29,000 F rench t roops , is an idea which never 

entered into the Russian plan of campaign, the only object of which is to 

secure some of the for tresses on the right b a n k of the Danube as tê tes-

de-pont for her army, and as cons tant facilities for an inroad into Bulgaria. 

20 Be it remarked, en passant, that The Times in noticing this new protocol , 

is content at the bes t to hope that Austr ia may have been gained over to the 

wes tern powers , Prussia being "no tor ious ly" now governed by "Russ ian 

agen t s ; " while The Morning Chronicle even despairs of any sincere adhesion 

of Austria. The great Napoleon would have forced Austr ia and Prussia into 

25 open alliance with Russia; the little one permits Russia to impose upon him 

an alliance with the German Powers which r emoves his army to the greatest 

possible distance from its basis of operat ions . 

On the interpellation of Mr . Milnes, Lord John Russell declared that "a 

force consisting of about 6,000 men had been sent from France , with in-

30 structions to occupy the Piraeus. An English regiment of infantry, which had 

left this country about a week ago, should likewise be posted in occupat ion 

of the Piraeus." The cause of this measure was the conspiracy of the Greek 

Government wi th Russia . The t roops were to occupy Athens only in certain 

contingencies. We read in the F rench papers of to-day that "King Otho has 

35 accepted the ul t imatum, and promised the re turn of the Maurocordatos 

Ministry, in case the occupat ion were suspended. If not, he was decided to 

transfer his Government to the interior, and there to concentra te his t roops . " 

Tha t this alternative will not remain altogether a gratuitous offer, follows 

from a further declaration by Lord J. Russell : 

40 "If the King of Greece disapproves of the a t tempts of his people to violate 

the duties of a neutral power , he will find protect ion in the forces which have 
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been sent, and the means of compelling his people to observe those duties . 

If, on the other hand, the protestat ions which we have received from the 

Greek Government should turn out not to be sincere, those forces might 

prove useful in another way . " 

Consequent ly , the Greek Government may do as i t p leases , Greece will 5 

be occupied. 

The Times ment ions with a certain moroseness that " F r e n c h t roops form 

at this moment the larger portion of the garrisons of Rome , Athens and 

Constant inople , the three great capitals of the ancient wor ld . " Old Napoleon 

was in the habit of occupying the capitals of the new world. Napoleon the 10 

Lit t le , content with the theatrical show of greatness , disperses his armies 

over insignificant countr ies , and locks up the bet ter port ion of his t roops in 

so many culs de sac. 

The withdrawal of the Bribery Prevent ion bill in last night 's House gave 

occasion to a highly amusing tournament be tween Lit t le Johnny , Disraeli , 15 

and Bright. Mr . Disraeli remarked that 

"The Government had introduced, during the session, seven important 

bills. Out of the seven, they had been defeated on th ree ; three had been 

wi thdrawn, and on the seventh, they had suffered considerable , though 

partial, defeats . They had been defeated on a bill on the entire change of the 20 

law of settlement—on a bill for the public educat ion for Scotland—and on a 

bill on the total reconstruct ion of parl iamentary oaths . They had withdrawn 

the presen t Bribery Prevent ion bill; they had wi thdrawn a mos t important 

measure for the complete change of the civil service, and they had wi thdrawn 

a measure for Parl iamentary Reform. The Oxford Universi ty Reform bill 25 

would c o m e out of the House in a very mutilated s ta te . " 

If they had not had a fair prospect of carrying these measures they ought 

no t to have been introduced They were told that the Government had 

no principles, but "all the ta lents ," and one might have expected that , as 

every minister had made a sacrifice of his private opinions, some public 30 

advantage should at least have accrued from such heroism. 

Lord John ' s answer was not rendered less weak by his great indignation. 

He exalts the merits of the bills defeated as well as of the bills withdrawn. 

At all even ts , he adds , the House was not for Mr . Disraeli and his friends. 

The lat ter had accused the Government of credulity or connivance in the 35 

conduct of their foreign policy, but he had never dared to take the opinion 

of the House on that point. He had pretended an unwillingness to disturb 

the Government in their arrangements for the war ; never theless , he had 

brought forward a motion to deprive them of the means of carrying on the 

war . That mot ion had been defeated by a majority of more than 100 votes . 40 

With regard to the Jews , whose emancipat ion he pre tended to advocate , he 
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gave or withheld his support to that measure according to the conveniences 

of the hour. 

This answer drew upon the poor leader of the C o m m o n s a fresh onslaught 

of his antagonist , much fiercer than the first. 

5 " T h e noble lord ," said Mr. Disraeli, " s eems to think that I am surprised 

that he has not quit ted office; on the cont rary I should have been immensely 

surprised if he had. ( L o u d laughter .) Many more defeats , if possible more 

humiliating, and, if possible, more complete , must occur before the noble 

lord will feel the necessi ty of taking such a step as that . (Cheers . ) I know 

10 the noble lord too well; I have sat opposi te to him too long; I have seen him 

too often in the same posit ion. Many a t ime have I seen him experience the 

most signal defeats and I have seen him adhere to office with a patr iot ism 

and a pertinacity which cannot be too m u c h admired. (Cheers and laughter . ) 

With regard to the war , they had announced to Parl iament that they would 

15 lay on the table all the papers on the subject, while in fact they kep t back 

the most important part , and the count ry would have remained in total igno

rance of wha t was going on, except for the revelat ions in the St. Petersburg 

Gazette. After these revelat ions he had to modify his opinion only so far as 

to dispense with any hypothesis , and to posit ively declare that the Govern-

20 ment can only have been guilty of connivance or credulity. He was quite 

convinced that before long that would be the general opinion of the 

count ry . " 

Mr . Disraeli then proceeded to defend the Government of Lord Derby, and 

to show that Lord John ' s opposit ion to i t had been " fac t ious ." Lord John 

25 had made great sacrifices: 

" H e parted from the colleagues of his life, who had been faithful to him, 

to take into his bosom the ancient foes, who had passed their lives in depre

ciating his abilities and decrying his career . H e gave up the confidence—I m a y 

say, he almost broke up the being of that historic par ty , the confidence of 

30 which to a man like the noble lord ought not to have been less precious than 

the favor of his sovereign. (Cheers . ) And for wha t did he do it? Because 

he w a s devoted to great principles and was resolved to carry great measures . 

But now that every one of his measures had foundered, he still remained in 

office. As to his conduct upon the Jewish quest ion, Mr. Disraeli gave to the 

35 s ta tement of the noble lord a most unequivocal and most unqualified de

nial ." 

In fact, he left no other resource to Lord John Russell bu t to plead his 

"mis for tune ," and to represent the cont inuance of the coalition as an indis

pensable evil. 

40 Mr. Bright thought that 

" T h e noble lord came out of the discussion wi th some scars . The elements 
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of the Government were such, that , from the day of its formation, i t was not 

very likely that i t could act for the benefit of the country . He recollected 

an ingenious gent leman in the House , and a great friend of the noble lord 

and of the Government , saying that the Cabinet would get on admirably if 

they could only avoid politics. That appeared to be about the course that the 5 

Government had pursued. U p o n every other mat ter excep t free trade the 

Government appeared altogether unable to advise, to lead, or to control the 

H o u s e . I t was quite clear that the noble lord, who was by cour tesy called 

the Leader of the House , did not lead the House , and that the House did not 

follow the noble lord, and that their measures w e r e kicked overboard in a 10 

very unceremonious manner. You have got us into a war , and you must get 

us out of it. We will not under take the responsibility. This was the condition 

tha t they were now driven to by the Government . While they were under

mining and destroying the Consti tut ion of Turkey, they were also doing 

something to undermine and destroy the Par l iamentary sys tem of this 15 

coun t ry . " 

I t may be asked of wha t use this system is? Domes t ic quest ions mus t not 

be agitated because the country is at war. Because the count ry is at war , war 

mus t not be discussed. Then why remains Par l iament? Old Cobbet t has 

revealed the secret. As a safety-valve for the effervescing passions of the 20 

country . 

Karl Marx . 
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The Formation of a Special Ministry of War in Britain— 

The War on the Danube—The Economic Situation 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4105, 14.Juni 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, June 2, 1854. 

The formation of a special Ministry of War having now been determined 

upon, the great quest ion of the moment is to k n o w who may be selected to 

5 fill tha t office. The Duke of Newcas t le , who has hi therto combined both the 

functions of Colonial and War Secretary, has long shown a great disin

clination to relinquish either of his two pos t s , and seems disposed, if we may 

judge from the tone of The Morning Chronicle, to stick at all events to the 

Administrat ion of the War Depar tment . The Times of to-day recommends 

10 for the third t ime the appointment of Lord Palmerston. " L o r d Palmers ton 

would certainly seem more in his place as Minister of War , directing the 

forces of this country against what we may call his old enemy, Russia, than 

engaged in a series of squabbles wi th parochial vestr ies and sewers com

miss ions ." The Daily News l ikewise r ecommends Lord Palmerston. Yester-

15 day ' s Morning Herald brought a denunciat ion of this intrigue from the pen 

of Mr. Urquhar t . At all ins tances , these movements in Downing-st . are of 

greater importance for the " w a r " than all the military demonstrat ions at 

Gallipoli or Scutari . 

Perhaps you will remember that great expectat ions were held ou t to the 

20 public of immediate and energetic measures as soon as the commanders of 

the expedit ionary forces should have arrived a t Constant inople. On the 

18th May, Marshal St. Arnaud, Lord Raglan and the Turkish Sereskier pro

ceeded to Varna where a council of war was to take place wi th Omer Pasha 

and the Admirals on the 20th. Yes te rday a telegraphic dispatch arrived in 

25 L o n d o n stating that " a t the military council , held at Varna , i t was decided 

that the allied t roops should proceed from Gallipoli to Adr ianople ." Simulta

neously The Times published a leading article in which the whole plan of 

the campaign as settled on at the Varna conference, was revealed. "This 

conference ," says The Times, " m u s t have taken place at the very t ime w h e n 
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the Russ ians , under Prince Pashkiewitsch, were directing their fiercest at

tacks against the fortress of Silistria, and consequent ly the principal officers 

of the allied army were in the bes t position to decide on the measures which 

might be taken for the relief of that p lace . " And consequently they ordered 

their forces to come up from Gallipoli to Adrianople—for the relief of 5 

Silistria; and consequently they arrived at the following heroic de

terminat ion: "Tha t i t i s not expedient to expose the Turkish army to the risk 

of a general action for the sake of repelling the a t tack of the Russians on 

the for tresses which cover the right bank of the Danube ; . . . nor to th row 

any considerable port ion of the allied armies on the coast , so as to come into 10 

immediate collision with the present advanced pos t s of the Russ ians . " In 

o ther words , the allied generals have resolved not to oppose anything to the 

exer t ions of the Russians to carry the fortresses on the right bank of the 

Danube . The Times confesses that this plan of operat ions " m a y disappoint 

the natural impatience of the publ ic ;" but , on the o ther hand, i t discovers 15 

that " these fortified places are in reality the outworks of the Turkish posit ion, 

and do not consti tute its principal s t rength." Former ly we were told that 

Moldavia and Wallachia were the outworks of Turkey , and that the latter 

could not be a great loser by surrendering them to Russ ian occupation. N o w 

we learn that Turkey may , wi th the same tranquility, abandon Bulgaria to 20 

the Russians . 

"The Balkan is the real bulwark of the Ot toman Empi re , and i t can profit 

the Russians nothing to carry the outer line of circumvallat ion with heavy 

loss , if fresh obstacles of incalculably greater magni tude rise up before them 

as they proceed. The further they advance within this region nor th of the 25 

Balkan, the worse their position becomes . . . . The invading army exhaus ts 

its s trength against the fortified places on the river and the scat tered de

tachments of the enemy; but in the meant ime the forces in defense of the 

main position remain comparat ively fresh and unbroken . " There is no doubt 

that if the beef-eating allies can only avoid encounter ing an enemy their 30 

forces will remain very fresh. But how will i t be if the Russians do not further 

advance within the region nor th of the Balkan, content ing themselves wi th 

the possess ion of the fortresses, the keys of Bulgaria, and with the Principali

t ies? H o w will their evacuat ion be effected? "Behind the lines of the Balkan 

the Eu ropean army is preparing to advance, at the proper t ime, wi th irre- 35 

sistible force, and the concluding months of the campaign ought to effect 

the annihilation of the enemy." 

This irresistible advance will, of course , be greatly facilitated by the 

Russian possess ion of the Danube fortresses, and what may not be achieved 

by the allied armies , the season will have no difficulty to finish. 40 

The Moniteur, i t is t rue, announces that Omer Pasha was prepar ing to come 
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to the relief of Silistria; and The Morning Cftroni'cie finds fault with the above 

article of The Times, observing: "The author of this project probably hopes 

that Austr ian diplomacy may induce, in the mean while, the Czar to wi thdraw 

his t roops , wi th the satisfaction of having obtained uninterrupted and unre-

5 sisted success ; and on the other hand, i t is , perhaps , imagined that , in the 

alternative of an advance on the Balkans , the remote contingency con

templated in the Austro-Prussian t rea ty would at once come into opera t ion." 

The news of the Moniteur, however , is notoriously so arranged as to keep 

the Parisians in good humor ; and the manner in which The Chronicle coiti

lo ments on the plan of The Times only increases the probability that it is the 

plan of the coalition. Other sources of information further confirm this 

assumption. The Constant inople cor respondent of The Chronicle, under da te 

of 18th May, observes : "A campaign will scarcely be under taken on the 

Danube in midsummer , as more men would be lost by fever and disease than 

15 o therwise . " 

Besides , the ministerial Globe of last evening publishes an article con

ceived entirely in the same spirit as that of The Times. It tells us , firstly, tha t 

there are at this moment "on/y "45,000 allied t roops in Turkey—29,000 French 

and 16,000 English, the same Globe stating, in another column, that the 

20 Russians have only 90,000 men before and around Silistria, and that the 

regular Turkish army in the field amounts to 104,000 men. But this aggregate 

of nearly 150,000 Turkish, F rench and English t roops is not deemed suffi

cient by The Globe to prevent 90,000 Russians from taking the Bulgarian 

for t resses , not to mention the cooperat ion which might be given by three 

25 powerful fleets. The Globe thinks it sheer superfluity that either Turks or 

allies should fight against the Russians , as " t ime is fighting against t hem." 

In revealing the plan of campaign concoc ted by the allied commanders , The 

Globe even goes a step further than The Times, for it says : "Whatever 

becomes of the fortresses on the Danube , adequate force must be brought 

30 up to render hopeless the invader 's further progress , and punish his auda

cious advance . " Here we have the clear proof that the Austro-Prussian t reaty 

has been acceded to in the last Vienna Protocol , by England and France . 

The fortresses on the Danube and Bulgaria are to be given up to Russia, 

and a case of war will only be const i tuted by her further advance . 

35 W h e n the 15,000 Russians who first invaded Moldavia crossed the Pra th , 

Turkey was advised not to stir, as she would be unable to prevent such a 

formidable force of 15,000 men from occupying Wallachia also. The Russians 

then occupied Wallachia. When war had been declared by the Porte no 

operat ions could be under taken against the Russians because i t was winter . 

40 On the arrival of spring, Omer Pasha received orders to abstain from any 

offensive movement , because the allied forces had not arrived. When they 
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arrived nothing could be done because i t was now summer , and summer [is] 

an unwholesome season. Le t autumn arrive, and i t will be " too late to open 

a campaign" . This proceeding The Times calls a combinat ion in strategics 

with tact ics , the essence of tactics, in its opinion, being the sacrifice of the 

army in order to keep " f resh" the reserves . Observe also that all the t ime 5 

since this juggle is going on under the very noses and eyes of the opposi t ion 

journals and the British public at large, The Morning Advertiser rivals with 

The Times in expressions of angry denunciat ion against Prussia , against 

D e n m a r k and Sweden, for not " jo ining" the wes te rn powers ! Tha t the 

motives which determine the tendencies of all the smaller Cour ts to side wi th 10 

Russia are not without a very good foundation, is seen from the tone , for 

ins tance, of the Danish Government journals . Thus the Copenhagen cor

responden t of The Morning Chronicle wri tes: 

" T h e threat , by holding out which the Ministerial pa r ty manage to keep 

the National par ty quiet and discouraged, is tha t England has ever been 15 

perfidious toward Denmark , and that if the latter now joined with the wes te rn 

powers , 100,000 Prussians, perhaps with a corps of Aust r ians , would ravage 

Jut land down to the Eider, and occupy the whole Danish cont inent ." 

I t might be expected , and certainly was expected , by the coalition, that 

the delicate services—diplomatic, military and otherwise—rendered by them 20 

to the "good c a u s e " of Russ ia would at least mee t wi th a certain delicate 

grat i tude from the Autocrat . So far from this , they receive a great deal of 

abuse from him beyond the understanding, and in excess of the exigencies 

of the case . In illustration of the manner of expressing this sovereign con

tempt of the Russian Court for their sham-adversar ies , I will give you a 25 

t ranslat ion of a fable lately published by the Nordische Biene, by some 

anonymous Tyr taeus of Russia. I ts child-like simplicity of language and 

s t ructure must be accounted for as an exigency of the semi-barbarian under

standing to which the poet addresses himself, exact ly as the ironical urbanity 

of criticism to which the late Odessa repor t of Admiral Hamel in has been 30 

subjected by the St. Petersburg Gazette, is to be explained by the circum

stance of its being addressed to the diplomatists of Europe . The fable is 

headed : The Eagle , the Bull-Dog, the Cock, and the H a r e . "A royal eagle, 

great and strong, sat on the summit of a rock, and from his lofty seat surveyed 

the whole world, far behind the Baltic, (Weit hinterm Belt die ganze Welt;) 35 

there he sat quietly and contently, satisfied by his modes t meal, scorning to 

s tore up provisions from the valley benea th him, since he commands every

thing at every hour. A bull-dog viewed him with envious mien, and thus he 

spoke to the cock: 'Be my ally, we will combine , from vengeance thou, myself 

from envy, and put down yonder eagle. ' So said, so done . They marched on, 40 

and taking council on the road how they would bes t subdue the eagle, the 
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cock said: 'S top! look at his ta lons , his wings—may God assist him who would 

try them ! More than once heard I the curses of my ancestors , lamenting their 

sad fate when bea ten by his wings. ' 'Tis t rue , ' said the bull-dog; 'bu t we will 

devise a plan to catch the eagle. Le t ' s send a hare near him; he will clutch 

5 the hare . Meanwhile do thou tu rn his at tention by crowing and jumping, as 

thou always know's t how to do , affecting to begin a fight with him. When 

thus we shall have diverted his at tention and his ta lons, I will at tack him in 

the back, so that he cannot defend himself, and soon he will be torn to pieces 

by my sharp teeth. ' The scheme pleased the cock, and he took his stand at 

10 a near post . The bull-dog enters a wood and ba rks , driving a hare toward the 

eagle, who watches quietly. The hare , stupid and blind, falls quickly into the 

eagle 's clutch. The cock, faithful to his agreement , leaves his post and jumps 

after the ha re ; but lo! what disgrace! The eagle without stirring from his seat, 

lifts bu t his wings and, disdaining to take hold of the hare , drives him away 

15 with one and with the other, just touches the cock, who neither stirs nor 

crows any more . One knows the tendency of hares to fly; behold him run, 

senseless and unconscious into the sea, and there expires. The eagle saw the 

fat bull-dog at a distance conduct ing the intrigue—for, wha t escapes the 

eagle's eyes? He has discovered the hero concealed behind a bush. The eagle 

20 spreads his large and sturdy wings, and rises up in majesty. The bull-dog 

barks and flies with hasty leaps. In vain, i t is too late. The eagle rushes down 

upon him and plunges his talons into the trai tor 's back, and there he lies, torn 

in p ieces ." 

In consequence of the favorable harves t prospects , and through the ab-

25 sence of speculative buyers , the prices of grain have experienced a small 

decline during the week. A react ion, however , is inevitable, because "all the 

evidence which can be brought to bear on the subject tends to lead to the 

belief that the stocks in farmers ' hands , are reduced to a much smaller 

compass than is usual at the corresponding period of the season."—(Mark 

30 L a n e Express . ) The advices from Dantzic , Stett in, Ros tock, e tc . , concur in 

the s tatement that the stocks on hand are very small, tha t the surrounding 

farmers had little or nothing more to deliver, and that assistance from those 

quarters could not be expected bu t a t very high prices. The deliveries from 

the grower in France appear, also, not to have increased, and the wheat 

35 brought forward at the markets of the interior is described as scarcely 

sufficient to meet the demand for consumption. 

I have also learned from a private source of information that The Times 

repor ts of the state of t rade in the manufacturing districts around Manchester 

are generally misrepresentat ions , and that t rade is everywhere in a declin-

40 ing condit ion except at Birmingham. The Manchester Guardian confirms 

this, and adds that the resumpt ion of work by so large a number of ope-
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rat ives on strike could not be expected to act otherwise than to depreciate 

pr ices . 

For the measure announced by Sir J . Graham in last Monday ' s H o u s e of 

Commons , viz: The non-blockade of the por t of Archangel , The Morning 

Herald accounts in the following laconic paragraph: "The re is a house at 

Archangel which bears the name of the Chancellor of the Excheque r . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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Reorganisation of the British War Administration— 
The Austrian Summons—Britain's Economic Situation— 

St. Arnaud 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4114, 24. Juni 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Friday, June 9, 1854. 

The speech delivered by Kossu th , a t Sheffield, is the mos t substantial ever 

heard from him during his stay in England. Never theless one cannot help 

5 finding fault with it. I ts historical exposit ions are part ly incorrect . To date 

the decline of Turkey from the support given by Sobieski to the Austr ian 

capital, is a proposit ion for which no grounds whatever exist. The researches 

of H a m m e r prove beyond dispute tha t the organization of the Turkish 

Empi re was at that period already in a state of dissolution, and that the epoch 

10 of Ot toman grandeur and strength had b e e n rapidly disappearing for some 

time before. Similarly incorrect was the proposi t ion tha t Napoleon discarded 

the idea of attacking Russia by sea for other reasons than those suggested 

by his having no fleet, and his being excluded from the command of the ocean 

by the British. The menace that if England entered into alliance with Austria, 

15 Hungary might ally herself with Russia , was an act of imprudence. In the 

first place it furnished a weapon to the ministerial journals , of which The 

Times has not failed to make ample use by "convic t ing" all revolutionists 

as agents of Russia. Secondly, it came with a singular propriety from the lips 

of the man whose ministry already in 1849, had offered the Hungar ian crown 

20 to a Cesarewitch. Lastly, how could he deny that if ever his threat should 

be carried into execut ion, either at his own or o thers ' instigation, the national 

exis tence of the Magyar race would be doomed to annihilation, the major 

par t of the population of Hungary being Slavonians ? It was equally a mistake 

to describe the war against Russia as a war be tween liberty and despotism. 

25 Apar t from the fact that if such be the case , l iberty would be for the nonce , 

represented by a Bonapar te , the whole avowed object of the war is the 

maintenance of the balance of power , and of the Vienna treaties—those very 

treaties which annul the liberty and independence of nations. 

A more than usually vigorous speech has also been delivered by 
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Mr. Urquhar t at Birmingham, where he developed again his charge of t reach

ery against the Coalition. However , as Mr . Urquhar t is strictly opposed to 

the only par ty prepared to over throw the rot ten Parl iamentary basis on which 

the Coalit ion Government of the Oligarchy res ts , all his speeches are as much 

to the purpose as if they were addressed to the clouds. 5 

In the House of Commons , last night, Lord John Russell announced the 

formation of a special Ministry of War , which ministry, however , is not to 

absorb the various depar tments at present consti tuting the administrat ion of 

war , bu t only to have a nominal superintendence over all. T h e only merit 

of the change is the erect ion of a new ministerial place. With regard to the 10 

appointment , The Morning Post of yes terday stated tha t the Peelite section 

of the Cabinet had been victorious, and that the Duke of Newcas t le would 

become the new Secretary of War , while the Colonies would be offered to 

Lord John Russell . The Globe of last evening confirmed this s tatement , 

adding that , as Lord John was not likely to accept , Sir George Grey would 15 

be nominated Colonial Secretary. Although the Peelite journals affect still 

to be ignorant of a final decision, the Palmerstonian journal of to-day an

nounces in posit ive te rms that the Duke of Newcas t le and Sir George Grey 

have been appointed. 

The Morning Post has the following in reference to the Austr ian "per - 20 

emptory s u m m o n s : " 

" W e have reason to believe that Russia will no t t rea t the Austr ian com

municat ion with silence, nor meet i t by a refusal, and we shall not be surprised 

if we shortly learn that Russia is disposed to accept the Austr ian proposal 

for the complete evacuat ion of the Turkish terr i tory, on condit ion that 25 

Austr ia shall arrange an armistice with a view to negot ia t ion." 

The Morning Chronicle of to-day likewise grants that " the communicat ion 

may be of the greatest impor tance ." I t adds , never theless , that i t must not 

be considered as an ul t imatum, that i t is couched in the usual cour teous 

language, and tha t a rupture was only held out in case tha t Russ ia should 30 

ignore the communicat ion altogether. If Russia gave an evasive answer , or 

made a partial concession, new suggestions and negotiat ions might follow. 

Le t us suppose, for a moment , that the assumption of The Post was just , 

and about to be realized; i t will be seen that the service rendered by Austr ia 

would be only to procure another armistice in favor of Russia. It is highly 35 

probable that something like this may have been contemplated , founded on 

the supposit ion that Silistria, in the meant ime, would fall, and the "charac ter 

and honor of the Cza r " be guaranteed. The whole scheme, however , must 

fall to the ground, if Silistria holds out , and the valor of the Turks should 

at last force the allied t roops to enter into the campaign, much as i t may be 40 

against the inclination of their commanders and Governmen t s . 
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If there be anything fit to render the f requent gaps and omissions in this 

great war less unendurable , i t is the amusing uncer ta inty of t h e English 

p ress and public about the value and the reality of the alliance be tween the 

wes tern and the German powers . Scarcely i s the "peremptory s u m m o n s " 

5 of Austr ia started to the satisfaction of all the world, when all t he world is 

distressed by the news of a meeting be tween the Austr ian and Prussian 

monarchs , a meeting which, in the words of The Times, " forbodes no good 

to the wes tern power s . " 

The Board of Trade tables for the last mon th have been published. The 

10 results are less favorable than those of the preceding months . The declared 

value of expor ts has fallen off £747,527, as compared with the corresponding 

month of 1853. The articles chiefly affected have been those connected with 

the Manches ter marke t s ; bu t l inen, woolen and silk manufactures likewise 

exhibit a decline. 

15 In the usual monthly circular of Mess rs . Sturge of Birmingham, we read 

that the wheat-plant has not tillered nor stooled well, and this is accounted 

for in the following way : 

"The high price of seed caused a smaller quanti ty to be used per acre than 

in ordinary years , and the inferiority of the whea t of last year ' s growth 

20 commit ted to the soil may not have done so well as would have been the case 

if it had been bet ter harves ted ." 

In regard to this s tatement , The Mark Lane Express observes : 

"This inference appears to us exceedingly probable and deserving of 

attention, as unsound seed can scarcely be expected to produce so healthy 

25 a plant as that gathered under more auspicious c i rcumstances . The progress 

of the growing c rop will be watched with more than ordinary interest , i t 

being an admitted fact that s tocks, not only in this country bu t almost in all 

par ts of the world, have , owing to the ex t reme deficiency of the harvest of 

1853, been reduced into a very narrow compass . The future range of prices 

30 will depend mainly on the character of the wea ther ; the present value of 

whea t is too high to encourage speculation, and though i t is more than 

probable that the supplies from abroad will, during the next three months , 

be on a much less liberal scale than they have hi therto been, still, if nothing 

should occur to give rise to uneasiness in respect to the probable result of 

35 the next harvest , those having anything to dispose of will naturally be anxious 

to clear out old s tocks, while millers and others a re likely to act on the 

hand-to-mouth system. . . . At the same t ime, i t mus t be borne in mind tha t 

the country generally is bare of whea t . " 

Y o u cannot a t present pass through the s treets of L o n d o n without being 

40 s topped by c rowds assembled before patriotic pictures exhibiting the inter

esting group of the Sultan, Bonapar te and Victoria—"the three saviors of 
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civilization." To help you to a full appreciat ion of the characters of the 

personages who are now charged with saving civilization, after having 

" saved society," I resume my sketch of their generalissimo, Marshal St. Ar

naud. 

The famous days of July rescued Jacques Leroy , (old style,) or Jacques 5 

Achille Leroy de St. Arnaud, (new style,) from the grasp of his creditors . 

The grave quest ion then arose how to improve the c i rcumstance of F rench 

society being thrown into a general confusion by the sudden fall of the old 

regime. Achille had not participated in the batt le of the three days , nor could 

he pre tend to have done so, the fact being too notorious that at the memorable 10 

epoch he found himself carefully locked up in a cell at St. Pélagie. He was 

therefore unable to claim, like many other adventurers of the day, any 

remunera t ion under the false pre tense of having been a combattant of July. 

On the other hand, the success of the bourgeois régime appeared by no means 

favorable for this notorious outcast of the Parisian Bohemia , w h o had always 15 

professed an implicit faith in Legitimacy, and never belonged to the Society 

of the "Aide-Toi ," (a wan t of foresight which he has mended by becoming 

one of the first members of the Society of the "Dix-mille,")—nor played any 

par t whatever in the great "comedy of fifteen yea r s . " Achille, however , had 

learned something from his ancient master , M.E. de P. , in the art of ex- 20 

temporizat ion. He boldly presented himself a t the W a r Office, pretending 

to be a non-commissioned officer who, from political mot ives , had tendered 

his resignation at the time of the Restorat ion. His banishment from the 

Gardes du Corps, his expulsion from the Corsican Legion, his absence from 

the ranks of the 51st Regiment setting out for the colonies , we re easily turned 25 

into as many proofs of his eccentr ic patriotism, and of the persecut ion he 

had suffered at the hands of the Bourbons . The conduct-l ist gave his asser

t ions the lie, bu t the War Office feigned to believe in their truth. The with

drawal of numerous officers refusing to take the oath under Louis Philippe 

had caused a great void which must be filled up , and every public apostasy 30 

from Legit imacy, whatever might have been the mot ives of the conversion, 

was accepted as a valuable support to the usurper ' s government . Achille, 

consequent ly , was commissioned in the 64th Regiment of the Line , but not 

without undergoing the humiliation of being simply rehabil i tated in his post 

of non-commissioned officer, instead of being p romoted to a higher grade, 35 

like the o thers , who had resigned under the Restorat ion. 

Time and his brevet , advanced him at last to the rank of l ieutenant. At the 

same t ime he was given an opportunity to make valid his special talents of 

servile apostasy. In 1832 his regiment was quar tered at Par thenay, in the 

midst of the Legitimist insurrection of the Vendée . His former connect ion 40 

wi th some former gardes du corps, rallied around the Duchess of Berry , 
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enabled him to combine the offices of soldier and of police-spy—a combina

tion singularly agreeing with the genius m a t u r e d in the gaming houses of 

L o n d o n and t h e cafés borgnes of Paris. The Duchess of Berry having been 

sold by the Jew Deutz to Möns . Thiers was arrested at Nan te s , and Achille 

5 became intrusted with the mission of accompanying her to Blaye, where he 

was to act as one of her jailers under the orders of Gen. Bugeaud. Anxious 

not to let slip the occasion of exhibiting a conspicuous zeal for the dynast ic 

interest , he over-shot the mark , and contr ived to scandalize even Bugeaud 

himself by the abject services he allowed the police to impose upon him, and 

10 the brutal t rea tment to which he subjected the Duchess . Bugeaud, however , 

had not the power to dismiss an aid-de-camp w h o m the police had selected 

for the special duty of guarding the Duchess , who was under the particular 

superintendence of M. Joly, the Commissary of Police, and who , after all, 

depended more on the Ministry of the Interior than on that of War . The future 

15 generalissimo of the Anglo-French t roops played the part of the mid-wife, 

i t being his special mission to state and prove by witnesses the pregnancy 

of the Duchess , the discovery of which dealt the death-blow to the part isans 

of the old régime. It was in this same quality that the name of M. de 

St. Arnaud figured for the first t ime in the Moniteur, in whose columns of 

20 May 1833, we read that " M . Achille de St. Arnaud, thirty-four years old, 

habitually residing at Paris , Officer of Ordnance to Gen. Bugeaud, was 

summoned to sign, in his official capaci ty, the act of birth of the child of 

which the Duchess was delivered at her pr ison on May 10,1833." The gallant 

St. Arnaud continuing to play his par t of a jailer, accompanied the Duchess 

25 on board the corvet te which disembarked her at Palermo. 

Having re turned to F rance , Achille became the laughing stock and the 

scape-goat of his regiment. Disliked by the other officers, excluded from 

their réunions, harassed by undisguised proofs of their utter contempt , pu t 

as i t were in quarantine by the whole regiment, he was forced to take refuge 

30 in the Foreign Legion at Algiers, which was then organizing at Paris under 

the care of Colonel Bedeau. This Foreign Legion may be fairly character ized 

as the Society of the Tenth December of the European armies. Notor ious 

desperadoes , adventurers of b roken fortune, deser ters from all countr ies , 

the general offal of the European armies , const i tuted the nucleus of this corps 

35 d'élite, which was properly called the refugium peccatorum. There was no 

situation that could have better suited the genius of Achille than the fellow

ship of such a corps , the official mission of which preserved it from the fangs 

of the police, while the character of its consti tuting members removed all 

the checks weighing on the officers of the regular army. Notwithstanding 

40 Achille 's habitual prodigality, he gave such slender proofs of military courage 

and capaci ty that he continued to vegetate during four years in the subaltern 
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place of l ieutenant in the 1st battalion of the Foreign Legion, until on the 

15th August , 1837 when a new brevet conferred upon him the rank of captain. 

I t is an unhappy circumstance that the company ' s ches t is placed under the 

control of the captains in the French army, who are accountable for the pay 

of the men and their provisions. Chests were exact ly the spot in which the 

modern Achille was most vulnerable ; and thus i t happened that some months 

after his promotion a terrible deficit was discovered in his. The Inspector-

General , M. de Ruiniere, having detected this embezzlement , insisted on the 

punishment of the captain. The report to the Ministry was ready, i t was on 

the point of being commit ted to the post , and M. de St. Arnaud would have 

been lost forever , if M. Bedeau, his l ieutenant-colonel, affected by the 

despair of his inferior, had not interfered and appeased the wra th of Gen. 

Ruiniere. 
St. Arnaud has quite a manner of his own of showing his grati tude for pas t 

obligations. Appointed to the ministry of war , on the eve of the coup d'état, 

he caused Gen. Bedeau to be arrested, and struck the name of Gen. Ruiniere 

from the lists. Ruiniere addressed to him the following letter, which he 

circulated among his friends at Paris , and published in the Belgian journals : 

" In 1837, the General Ruiniere refused to b reak the sword of the Captain 

L e r o y de St. Arnaud, unwilling to dishonor him ; in 1851, the Minister of War , 

Le roy de St. Arnaud, unable to dishonor the General Rulhière, has broken 

his sword . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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The Siege of Silistria. 

After an interval of t ime filled up by military movements below criticism, 

because they were made , not upon strategical and tactical, bu t upon diplo

matic and parl iamentary grounds , the inves tment and at tack of Silistria 

5 affords at last an event of military interest . 

This a t tack shows that the Russians still keep the initiative, and that , up 

to the present moment , the Turks , allied armies and allied fleets, are directed 

by an impulse received from the enemy. The allied fleets are instinctively, 

irresistibly at t racted by the Russ ian fleet in its safe re t reat at Sevastopol ; 

10 being unable to at tack that stronghold wi thout a land force, they are thus 

held in check and paralyzed by a fleet far inferior in quality and number of 

ships. E v e n the evacuat ion of the forts on the Caucas ian coast , carried out 

in proper t ime and under the nose of the British and F rench s teamers , shows 

the determination of the Russians to hold the lead as long as possible. And 

15 in war this is a great thing. It is a proof of superiority—whether in numbers , 

in quality of t roops , or in generalship. It keeps up the morale of the soldier 

under all checks and retreats short of the loss of a decisive batt le . It was this 

initiative which held together Well ington's little a rmy in the midst of hurt-

dreds of thousands of F rench t roops in Spain, and which made it the center 

20 around which all the events of that five yea r s ' wa r grouped themselves . Y o u 

may be forced to retreat , you may suffer a repulse, bu t as long as you are 

able to give the impulse to the enemy instead of receiving it from him, you 

are still to a degree his superior; and what is more , your soldiers will feel 

themselves , individually and collectively, superior to his men. The a t tack 

25 upon Silistria is, bes ides , the first real forward movement of the Russians 

since they completed the occupat ion of the Danube . The ent rance into the 

Dobrodja was eminently defensive; a shortening of their front line, and a 

step to secure the mouths of the Danube . But the a t tack upon Silistria is not 

only a bold, but an extremely well calculated movement . 
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In 1828-'29 the Russians, then masters of the Black Sea, very properly 

neglected Silistria in order to secure Varna first, because Varna opened a 

new line of sea-communicat ion with their own country . Y e t Silistria was 

impor tant enough to induce them to take i t before they crossed the Balkan. 

At present , w h e n the allied fleets command the Black Sea, Varna loses mos t 5 

of its impor tance to the Russians, and Silistria and Shumla are the main points 

of at tack. To them Varna can now have bu t a negative va lue ; if they take 

it, they gain no improved base of operat ions, bu t merely deprive the enemy 

of w h a t may be called a marit ime bridge-head, under cover of which he can 

suddenly concent ra te , by his ships, a number of t roops for a special opera- 10 

tion. Thus the Danes in 1849, after enticing the Pruss ian a rmy into Jut land, 

suddenly t ransshipped a strong body of t roops to their mari t ime bridge-head 

of Fredericia , and, in a sally, destroyed the fine, bu t far weaker Schleswig-

Holste in corps left before it to conduct the siege. If therefore the Russians , 

driven from the Black Sea, cannot under any c i rcumstances pass the Balkan 15 

before they have secured Varna, they cannot advance against Varna before 

they are mas ters at least of Silistria. 

But these are considerat ions of secondary importance for the present ; 

Russia, unaided by Austria, cannot think of passing the Balkan in the face 

of her present enemies . The defensive importance of Silistria to the Russians 20 

is at this moment paramount ; i t is such that unless they take it, they may 

consider their campaign of the year as lost. Silistria is si tuated exact ly in front 

of the center of the Russian position, extending from Giurgevo by Kalarash 

and Tshernavoda to Kustendje . With a strong system of for t resses before 

this position, with Omer Pasha in Shumla, like a spider in the center of its 25 

w e b , watching every movement of its intended prey , wi th allied forces 

expected on the Kamtchik and Devna, there is very little chance that the 

force Russia can spare for the Danubian war , single-handed, will ever get 

a glimpse of those Thracian valleys whose verdure cha rmed the fatigued 

soldiers of Diebitch from the hights of the Balkan. Russ ia mus t calculate, 30 

for this year at least, upon a simple defense of her present conques ts , until 

ei ther Austr ia joins her , or some circumstance disables or draws away her 

most formidable opponent , the Anglo-French army. A defensive war pre

supposes a system of field, or, if possible, of permanent , fortifications. N o w , 

Silistria being in the hands of the enemy, the Russians have no permanent 35 

fortifications at hand but the small forts of the Dobrodja , which will be 

entirely useless as soon as Wallachia is lost. They may have reconst ructed 

some of the fortifications of Ibrail and Rus tchuk and formed an ent renched 

camp at Buchares t , bu t as long as Silistria is no t thei rs , their first line of 

serious defense lies as far back as the Sereth, Fokshani , Gala tch and Is - 40 

mail. 
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But suppose Silistria in the hands of the Russ ians , the aspect of the war 

changes at once. Silistria is a splendid point for a Russian bridge-head on 

the Danube . It is situated in a reenter ing angle formed by a bend in the 

Danube , just the situation bes t fitted for the purpose . There is a large island 

5 to the nor th and west , which is crossed by the dyke to Kalarash, and which 

commands the plains west of the for tress , at a dis tance of 1,000 yards—quite 

near enough to enfilade t renches or to shell columns. There are two little 

islands to the east tha t sweep the eas tern approach , and temporary bat ter ies 

erected there at low water would annoy a besieger very materially. Thus par t 

10 of the ground which the Turks , a t tacked from the north, cannot u s e in the 

defense and mus t therefore abandon to the enemy, would give the Russians 

excellent positions for bat ter ies flanking an a t tack coming from the south. 

The front open to an at tack would thus be confined to the base of the triangle, 

at the apex of which Silistria is situated, or in o ther words to its southern 

15 or land front; and a Turkish or allied a rmy could not think of seriously 

attacking Silistria before Wallachia at least, was t aken from the Russians. 

The main advantages , however , would be not so much of a tactical as of 

a strategical nature. With the Dobrodja and Silistria, Russia commands the 

Danube , and can, according to c i rcumstances , debouch for momenta ry 

20 offensive action either from Trajan 's Wall, or from Silistria. The enemy 

would not be able, unless he were twice as strong as the Russians, to cross 

at any point higher up without exposing Shumla. As to his crossing lower 

down than Silistria, i t is out of the quest ion; there is no crossing point nearer 

than Hi rsova to reach which he must first t ake the position of Karasu and 

25 then Hirsova itself, which is as s t rong against an a t tack from the land side 

as i t is weak against one from the river side. Thus by the possession of 

Silistria, the forts of the Döbrodja become of great impor tance to the Rus

sians. Their a rmy obtains a double pivot around which it can freely maneuver 

wi thout exposing its communicat ions , and even if a superiority of two to one 

30 should enable the enemy to cross at Oltenitza or Giurgevo to take Buchares t 

and to repel the Russians behind the Jalomitza, the siege of Silistria would 

be an indispensable operat ion before any decisive advance into Bessarabia 

could be considered safe. Unti l Silistria had actually fallen, the Russians , 

therefore, might consider themselves as possessors of Wallachia even if they 

35 had no t a soldier in that province . Silistria, in a word , would be equivalent , 

to Russia, to six months tenure of Wallachia and six months , bringing us to 

t h e w i n t e r w h e n no sieges can be carried on a t all in that country, would be 

equivalent to four months more . Silistria would be the winning, and a repulse 

from Silistria would almost be the loss, of the campaign. 

40 Fo r once , then, in spite of diplomacy, bribery, cowardice and irresolution, 

we are come, through the inherent necessi t ies of t h e war , to a decisive turning 
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point . Ei ther Silistria is abandoned to its fate, and then its fall is a mat ter of 

more than mathematical certainty; or the allies advance to i ts relief, and then 

there will be a decisive bat t le ; for without demoralizing their a rmy and losing 

all their prest ige, the Russians cannot re t reat from before Silistria without 

fighting, nor do they appear willing to do so. 5 

Silistria has undergone more varied fates than any other for tress . In 1810 

the Russians took i t after nine days ' investment and five of serious at tack. 

In 1828, the fortress being exactly in the same state as before , they invested 

it on the 21st of July with their land forces , and on the 10th of August with 

thirty-six gun-boats also. But their siege-artillery did not arr ive till Septem- io 

ber , and then there was no ammunit ion with it, so tha t a regular a t tack could 

no t be made . On the 10th of November they had to raise the siege, the winter 

having set in, and the Danube having begun to drift ice. The re t rea t of the 

disorganized and disheartened Russians was followed up mos t vigorously 

by the garrison; part of the Russian siege-artillery had been left in the bat- 15 

teries and the remainder was taken by the Turks in the pursuit toward 

Rassova . In the next year Diebitch renewed the a t tack, invested the fortress 

on the 17th M a y by driving the Turks out of the lines and redoubts con

structed by the Russians the year before, and opened fire from thir ty-one 

heavy guns placed, i t would seem without any prepara t ion , on an elevation 20 

about 900 yards from the town. On the 26th, dismounting bat ter ies were 

opened at about 600 yards from the wall. At the same time the second parallel 

was opened; the third was opened on the 4th of June , and on the 12th the 

advance toward the crowning of the glacis w a s begun. The glacis was 

c rowned at one point on the 17th, bu t this operat ion was completed on the 25 

26th only, w h e n five bat ter ies were opened at the very edge of the ditch, thirty 

yards from the main wall. At the same time Gen. Schilder, the same who now 

directs the engineering par t of the siege, had carried on his favorite extensive 

mining operat ions. Large mines laid under the counterscarp and the main 

wall had been sprung on the 21st, (effecting at once a pract icable breach,) 30 

on the 25th, 27th, 28th and 29th, when at last the for t ress surrendered. Even 

then there appears not to have been any urgent necessi ty for a surrender , 

save the terror produced by the subterranean explosions among a super

stitious and irregular soldiery. Behind the whole a t tacked front and second 

rampar t a coupure or new intrenchment had been made , which would of 35 

course have required fresh mining or artillery operat ions before i t could have 

been taken. Thus this singular fortress, in no way improved u p o n its state 

in 1810, had yet held out thirty-five days after the opening of the t renches , 

and nine days after a practicable breach had been effected in the main wall; 

it had forced the Russians to expend 30,000 shot and shell in the artillery 40 

at tack, and 336 hundredweight of powder in the mining at tack. 
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Financial difficulties and the Egypt ian wars compelled the Turks to neglect 

this important point after the peace of Adrianople to such a degree that even 

in 1836 the breaches of 1829 were not only no t completely repaired and the 

di tches cleared, but the t races of the a t tack of 1810 even, were still visible. 

5 The Sultan intended to const ruct de tached forts then , bu t for some time this 

intention was not carried out. At the p resen t day, Silistria is in a far different 

s ta te , owing mostly to the exer t ions of a Pruss ian officer in the Turkish 

service, Col. Grach. The original faulty const ruct ion of the place, perhaps 

hardly admits of much improvement , bu t the detached forts constructed on 

10 the hights have already proved their utility. T h e fortress forms a semi-circle, 

the diameter of which, about 1,800 yards long, runs along the shore of the 

Danube . It has ten bast ioned fronts of an average length of 500 yards . The 

construct ion, as with all Turkish for tresses of the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centur ies , teems with all the imperfections of the old Italian fortifications; 

15 long curtains , small and narrow bast ions, short f lanks offering hardly any 

defense of the ditch, the ditch itself shallow (not above eight feet deep,) no 

covered way , bu t a mere glacis, the crê te or highest par t of which was hardly 

four feet above the top of the counterscarp . T h e rampar t itself was eight feet 

high by twenty feet in thickness , and const ructed of ear th; scarp and counter-

20 scarp were r iveted to the hight of the ditch, viz., eight feet. The ditch itself 

is from the hight of its level necessari ly dry . There were not even lunet tes 

in front of the curtains. Such was Silistria up to 1836; and these weaknesses 

of its defenses were c rowned by the fact, tha t within 600 yards from the wall, 

the fortress is commanded by a range of hights extending to the south of it. 

25 These hights are the abutment of the Bulgarian Plateau, which, perfectly flat 

at the top , extends within 1,500 yards of the town, and then slopes down 

toward the river, offering a splendid emplacement for ter raced batteries for 

front or enfilading fires, with the narrow a rm of the river on one side and 

the hights on the other . Major Mol tke , w h o surveyed the place in 1836, and 

30 to whose work on the campaign of 1829 we are indebted for the above 

part iculars , gives i t as his opinion " tha t Silistria cannot be made capable of 

a serious defense without four de tached forts on the hights, and a bridge-head 

on the large island oppos i te . " The bridge-head was an impossibility, t he 

island belonging to Wallachia, from which the Turks were excluded by t reaty ; 

35 but the forts are there , and if we are well informed, almost on the identical 

spots pointed out by Major Moltke. 

Wha t Col. Grach may have been able to do wi th the faulty main wall, we 

cannot tell. There is , however , hardly a doubt tha t he must have const ructed 

at least a covered way and introduced loop-holes for enfilading the ditch at 

40 the middle of the curtain in each of the mos t menaced and least defended 

fronts . As to the four detached for ts , we know nothing as yet respect ing their 

285 



Friedrich Engels 

mode of construct ion, but from Col. Grach 's being a Prussian, and cheapness 

being a great object with the Por te , we should say they mus t mos t likely be 

const ructed upon the system which is now almost generally adopted on the 

cont inent , and especially in Prussia, viz: plain square or octagonal redoubts 

with loop-holes on every alternate corner . Their situation is pointed out by 5 

the four promontor ies which form the final project ions of the plateau toward 

the town, and which are separated by three ravines. Their distance from the 

main wall mus t be , on an average, 1,500 yards , so that they cannot be very 

effectually protected by the fire from the fortress. But there is no absolute 

necessi ty for this ; and there appear to be no spots nearer the town, on the 10 

slope, where a fort could be well defiladed against the commanding edge of 

the plateau. 

Beside these permanent works , Col. Grach has const ructed on the plateau 

itself an ear thwork, not of a permanent na ture , called Arab Tabiassi , (Fort 

Arabia,) situated in front of the two central for ts , at about 1,000 yards dis- 15 

t ance . Some repor ts would lead to the conclusion tha t other field-redoubts 

have been erected so as to form an outer line of for ts , thus giving three lines 

of successive defense. Arab Tabiassi, however , remains the key of this 

posit ion, and mus t be taken before the inner line of forts can be approached. 

This disposition of the works endows Silistria with great defensive and 20 

offensive strength. As the regular a t tack can lead to decisive results on its 

southern front only, a garrison from 15,000 to 18,000 strong can spare ag rea t 

number of men for sallies. The sally t roops find a splendidly covered posit ion 

on the slope behind the detached forts , from which they can advance unseen 

up the ravines , until near the enemy. In a storm upon Arab Tabiassi , there- 25 

fore, i t would not be so much the garrison of that fort as the sallying t roops 

from Silistria who would decide the batt le . N o w to the siege itself. 

F r o m the end of April the Russians had occasionally fired across the 

Danube into Silistria. In May they began to cons t ruc t a regular approach on 

the large island opposi te the town, close to the dyke leading to Kalarash, and 30 

by the 10th they had their batteries completed along the shore of the river. 

A violent bombardmen t against the town as well as horizontal firing against 

the nothern front took place on the 11th. I t was repea ted on the 12th, when 

Lieut . Nasmyth , Bengal Artillery, who had just arr ived, witnessed it, and 

gives his report in The London Times. The main point of aim was the north- 35 

eas tern or Tshengel Bastion, from which the Turks replied mos t vigorously, 

and with great steadiness of aim. The practice of the Russ ians , on the con

t rary, is described as very indifferent. Numbers of shells were found in the 

t o w n which had been fired without taking off the caps of the fuses, so that 

they could not t ake fire and explode. Such an oversight , though common in 40 

rapid field-practice in the beginning of a campaign, is unheard of in siege-
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firing, where the fire is always comparat ively slow. It proves what a hurry 

the Russians must have been in to get rid of their ammunit ion. The Russians 

had , besides , erected bat ter ies during the night on the island of Shiblak, to 

the east of Silistria. (They had two bat ter ies on the same spot in 1829.) The 

5 four guns of this bat tery mus t have been intended to enfilade the whole of 

the nor thern front. 

F r o m the 13th to the 16th nothing much appears to have been done ; the 

repor ts at least are entirely silent. I t is not improbable that the Russian 

generals , finding, as they might well have expec ted , a bombardment of no 

10 avail against a Turkish fortress, p repared for an a t tack on the right bank of 

the river. Accordingly on the 16th a bridge was completed below Silistria; 

20,000 men crossed on it, and were shortly afterward joined, it is said, by 

20,000 more from the Dobrodja . A general movemen t of concentrat ion 

toward Silistria and Turtukai took place among the Russ ians ; for as soon as 

15 the at tack was to be carried on upon the right bank, a force was necessary 

to cover i t against Omer Pasha at Shumla, and any Anglo-French t roops 

which might be landed at Varna . 

On the 19th the first reconnoitering took place against Arab Tabiassi ; large 

masses of t roops were concent ra ted jus t out of gun-range, while a line of 

20 skirmishers advanced. After a short cannonade , Mussa Pasha sent some 

Bashi Buzouks upon the plateau, who drove the skirmishers in. On the 20th, 

another Russian advance took place, which looks too serious for a mere 

reconnoitering—not serious enough for a real at tack. On the 21st the first 

assault upon Arab Tabiassi was carried out ; the details are wanting, but the 

25 Russians were repulsed with great loss. T w o Russian officers passed over 

to the Turks , and repor ted the enemy to be 90,000 strong, combined from 

three army-corps (this is correct , the 3d, 4th and 5th,) and to be commanded 

by the Grand Duke Constant ine. This latter s ta tement is evidently a mis take , 

as Constant ine is notoriously commanding the fleet, t roops and coas t de-

30 fenses in Finland. The repor t of an intended renewal of the at tack on the 

following day was not confirmed by the event. The Russians were under 

a rms , but did not approach the fort. We are , then, again without news of wha t 

happened up to the 26th; but a t daybreak on the 27th the Russians assaulted 

the Arab Tabiassi again with very considerable forces . Three times was the 

35 assault renewed, and three t imes the assailants were repulsed with immense 

loss. The Turkish repor ts speak of 1,500 killed, and 3,000 wounded Russ ians , 

which may be a little exaggerated, but is not much beyond probability. 

Determined to take the fort, à la Suwarow, the next morning Pashkiewitch 

had his columns again ready for the at tack. The massacre appears to have 

40 been fearful; Gen. Selvan was killed. Col. Coun t Orloff, Jr., was shot in the 

eye and died afterward. Another colonel was severely wounded. The Rus-
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sians themselves admit a loss of 186 dead and 379 wounded ; bu t this is 

evidently not one-third of what they must have lost; with the masses they 

brought to the at tack, a loss of 2,000 is the least they can have suffered. 

In the night following the Turks made a sortie in mass , fell suddenly into 

the Russian lines and drove the Russians back with great loss (1,500 to 1,800, 5 

as the repor ts go.) This successful sally, and the c i rcumstance that on the 

last assault the t roops could not be brought up too close, al though the cavalry 

was employed in driving them up and cutting off their re treat , made Prince 

Pashkiewitch resign the a t tempt to carry the place wi th the bayonet . There 

is no doubt that the defense of this redoubt is one of the mos t glorious feats 10 

of a rms , not only in this , but even in all the Russo-Turkish campaigns. The 

ground admit ted of an at tack by very large numbers , and the Russians are 

no t the men to omit sending as many thousands to a s torm as they possibly 

can. The-superiority of numbers on their par t must , therefore , have been very 

great , and required not only brilliant gallantry, bu t also well p lanned and 15 

harmoniously executed sally operat ions on the part of the Turks to repulse 

it. There is hardly a doubt that against the Turks of 1829 the Russians would 

have carried the place. Their present repeated defeat shows that the Turks , 

at least par t of them, have improved in tactical proficiency and military 

science, without losing any of their bravery. In this respect the defense of 20 

Arab Tabiassi and the engagement of Tsheta te are the mos t remarkable 

affairs of the campaign. 

As to the Russian at tack, we cannot say much good of it. Pashkiewitch 

appears to be in such a hurry to take Silistria tha t he has not even t ime for 

measures the mos t indispensable to effect his object . His irresolution is 25 

plainly bet rayed. First he tried a bombardment , though he might have known 

how useless that is against a Turkish town. A bombardmen t can lead to 

nothing bu t a great loss of ammunit ion to the Russians , with perhaps a b reach 

in the wall on the river front, where the vicinity of the Danube , a natural ditch 

of 1,000 yards wide, prevents all idea of a storm. T h e n the land front is 30 

a t tacked, but the fire of Arab Tabiassi appears never to have been silenced 

nor any serious a t tempt made to ruin its defenses . All tha t is too circum

stantial for a successor of Suwarow. As said that arch-Russian general , " T h e 

bullet is a foolish girl, the bayonet is a b rave fel low," and if this is t rue with 

regard to the Russ ian bayonet , which, according to the same gallant au- 35 

thori ty, pierces through the Alps, i t is certainly still more t rue wi th regard 

to Russian bullets , which have an invariable and irresistible tendency to 

deviation. So the storm is ordered, executed, repeated , and again repeated, 

in vain. It appears that the ear then parapets of a small but strongly built 

Turkish fort are harder than the Alpine granite, against which Suwarow 40 

fought, and that the balls and bullets of the Turks are not so foolish as those 
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of the Russians. After all, Pashkiewitch will have to re turn to the old maxim: 

Neve r storm a work before silencing its fire and ruining its defenses . Thus , 

about the 30th or 31st of May the regular siege begins , and Pashkiewitch at 

last has recourse to the "foolish bul le t ." 

5 But , no! this even is a mere show. Here is Gen. Schilder of 1829 notoriety, 

who promises to bring down the place with his eternal mines; and in a few 

days too. Mines against a field-work are the last expression of military 

despair , of ignorant rage brought to bay. If mines are to be employed, then , 

in order to be able to work them with effect, the pr imary condit ion is that 

10 the glacis be crowned. Before the glacis can be crowned, the enemy ' s fire 

mus t be silenced; that is, one , t w o , three parallels laid, with all their re

spective bat ter ies . In fact, mines are the concluding operat ion of a siege, not 

its beginning. Unless Schilder proposes to undermine some twenty square 

miles of ground, or lay a tunnel under the Danube , he cannot escape the 

15 necessi ty of a regular siege. In spite of Suwarow, the bullets are indis

pensable . 

N o w , a regular siege against Arab Tabiassi might be certainly concluded 

in a very few days , as the work has almost completely fulfilled its purpose 

and a prolonged defense would weaken the garrison too much. But this would 

20 be a regular siege against at least two forts, and then another against the town. 

Five weeks is certainly the very shortest t ime in which the Russians can 

complete this , slovenly as they are in siege operat ions . If, then, the Turks 

should have plenty of provisions and ammunit ion, and no unforeseen ac

cidents should occur, the fortress may be considered as safe up to the 

25 beginning of July. We suppose, of course , that the forts are of an average 

strength and that the walls are not too much out of repair. But if Silistria s tood 

35 days of opened t renches in 1829, surely with the new addit ions, with a 

b rave and intelligent commander , an exper ienced director of artillery, and 

a first-rate garrison, it will be able to stand at least as long in 1854. If it we re 

30 possible to rely on the allies, we might safely say, therefore, that the cam

paign must prove a total failure for the Russ ians , if not a great deal worse . 
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State of the Russian War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4125, 8.Juli 1854 

State of the Russian War. 

Our E u ropean correspondence and files of journals rece ived last evening by 

the arrival of the America 's mail, fully confirm the repor ted expulsion of the 

Russ ians from their t renches before Silistria and their subsequent wi thdrawal 

from Wallachia b a c k to the line of the Sereth. We learn also that there is no 5 

doubt of the immediate entrance of the Austr ians into the evacuated province 

of Wallachia, under the t reaty concluded at Constant inople on the 14th 

ult.—an event under the circumstances of no small value to the Czar , brought 

about too , as we learn, under the immediate direction of Prince Metternich, 

w h o , in fact, again controls the foreign policy of the Hapsburgs . 10 

Besides the curious coincidence of the Russians evacuat ing and of the 

Austr ians occupying Wallachia, the very manner in which the siege of 

Silistria was under taken, carried on , and finally abandoned , indicates that 

agencies were at work altogether distinct from mere military considerat ions. 

F r o m the official Russian report , which comes down to the night of M a y 28, 15 

and which differs from the Turkish bulletins only with regard to the re

spective numbers of killed and wounded, i t appears that the operat ions were 

of a strangely precipitate character ; tha t the rudes t efforts to dismount the 

ou tworks were not m a d e until the impossibility of taking the place by storm 

was practically ascertained, and that the a t tack was more wild and un- 20 

scientific than any known even in the annals of Russian sieges. As to the 

operat ions be tween the 28th of May and the 15th of June , the repor ts which 

we have received are yet too fragmentary to allow of a detailed descript ion; 

the fact, however , tha t during the repeated despera te assaul ts , nearly all the 

commanding officers were wounded and disabled—Pashkiewitch, Schilder, 25 

whose leg has since been amputated, Gorchakoff, Lüde r s and Orloff who 

was shot through the eye , clearly proves that the Russ ians were under orders , 

not merely to take the place at any cost , but to take i t within a cer ta in fixed 

t ime. Indeed the whole was conducted on their par t in a manner which 

290 



State of the Russian War 

reminds us more of the barbar ian method of carrying the cities of Koordis tan 

by Timour Tamerlane, than of the proceedings of regular modern warfare . 

On the other hand, i t is evident tha t the heroic and able defense of Silistria 

created equal surprise with the allied powers and the Ot toman Divan. Our 

5 readers may remember that about six weeks ago the allied commanders met 

at Varna , that they discovered that the Balkan line formed the natural defense 

of Turkey , and tha t now many of the British journals not only confess, bu t 

glory in the avowal, tha t Silistria was no t relieved by a single F r ench or 

English soldier. Last ly , it cannot be denied that Silistria was a point of great 

10 military importance , that the fate of this fortress decides the fate of the 

campaign, and that with the abandonment of its siege and the sudden re t reat 

of the Russians upon the Sereth, the whole of the Russ ian conques ts of 

terri tory made this year as well as the last are lost. 

Still i t mus t be said that our English cotemporar ies , many of them, greatly 

15 exaggerate the extent of the present Muscovi te reverses . It certainly requires 

a high degree of credulity to believe that the sortie made by the garrison of 

Silistria on June 13, and the succor of 2,000 men they are said to have received 

from Omer Pasha, resulted in the total defeat of the Russians , and forced 

90,000 to 100,000 men to fly before 15,000. The sudden retreat of the Russians 

20 is, so far as we can judge, quite as myster ious as their sudden at tack. It is 

only to be explained by a previous unders tanding with Austria, involving the 

occupat ion of Wallachia by Austr ian t roops . Under these c i rcumstances , the 

following passage which we find in a letter of The Morning Chronicle's 

Constant inople correspondent , revealing this plot on June 10, as early as f our 

25 days before the conclusion of the Austro-Turkish t reaty, is of a peculiarly 

interesting character : 

" T h e Turks think that diplomacy is playing wi th them, and that i t is their 

intention to allow Silistria to fall into the hands of Russia. These suspicions 

receive confirmation from the news that has been received here of the 

30 preparation of a new protocol at Vienna, in which the fall of Silistria is , I 

learn, spoken of as if it were accomplished; and, the military honor of Russia 

being satisfied, Austr ia would consider the t ime to have arrived for he r a rmed 

intervention to bring about an ar rangement by the means of her co-opera

tion—occupying the Danubian Principalities, which would be evacuated by 
35 the armies of Russia." 

According to this, if the Russians had taken Silistria in due t ime, all would 

have been r ight . But though they did not succeed in satisfying the military 

honor of the Czar , they must , according to the compromise with Austria, bea t 

b a c k in a somewhat inglorious manner . T h e Russians receding behind the 

40 Sereth , the Austr ians advance to the Sereth and Danube , and thus place 

themselves be tween the Muscovi tes and the Turks and their allies. In this 
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posi t ion they are arbiters of the quarrel, preventing bo th part ies from moving 

forward. T h e Russians remain in Moldavia, while the Vienna Conference will 

be more than ever busy itself with protocols , and thus the winter will be 

gained. If the Conferences end in nothing—a result which is sure since the 

Empero r of Russia has got the money on his new loan of $37,000,000 from 5 

H o p e & Co. of Amsterdam—the position of the Russian army behind the 

Danube and the Sereth will be twice as strong as was its line be tween 

Buchares t and Kustendje . Besides, if we look at the relat ive strength of the 

Russ ians before Silistria and in Bulgaria, now on their re t rea t behind the 

Sereth , and of the allied armies as far as they can, thanks to their ingenious 10 

ar rangements , be thrown at all into the balance, i t is plainly seen that , with 

even the bes t intentions, the latter would not be capable of baffling this 

combinat ion of Austr ia with Russia. 

The Russian forces employed against Turkey and the allies on the Eu

ropean shores of the Black Sea amount to thir teen divisions of infantry, three 15 

of the third, three of the fourth, one of the fifth, th ree of the sixth army corps , 

and three reserve divisions. Besides these , the third, fourth, fifth and sixth 

divisions of light cavalry, and the third, fourth and fifth divisions of artillery. 

These t roops , making up nearly one-half of the grand army of operat ions , 

should amount , according to the official s ta tements , to 16,000 m e n per divi- 20 

sion of infantry, 5,000 per division of cavalry, and 160 guns per division of 

artillery; altogether something like 250,000 to 260,000 men , inclusive of train 

and camp followers. But, if we measure the s trength of a Russian army by 

wha t i t actually was in the Hungarian war , we canno t es t imate a division of 

Russian infantry at more than 13,000 to 14,000 men, and the cavalry and 25 

artillery mus t be reduced in proport ion. The actual forces , then, which the 

Russians have successively marched into the Principalities would be reduced 

to about 210,000 men, and even from this number mus t be deducted , on 

account of loss in battle and by sickness, at least 20,000 to 25,000 more . 

Recollecting the ravages made by the marsh-fever in the ranks of the Russian 30 

a rmy during 1828-29, and comparing the letters of a Russ ian surgeon in the 

Vienna Medical Journal, we cannot consider a loss of from eight to ten per 

cent, upon the total of the army as exaggerated. Thus about 180,000 Russians 

are left as the disposable number of their army. 

It is interesting to learn wha t port ion of this force can have been employed 35 

in the operat ions against Silistria. A large body of t roops was required to 

guard the communicat ions and magazines established in the rear of the line 

of batt le . Buchares t and the line of the Dobrodja had to be occupied. De

tachments were indispensable to cover the f lanks, and part ly the front of the 

a rmy; and if we deduct 60,000 men for these various duties we obtain a net 40 

resul t of 130,000 men available for the siege of Silistria and the covering of 
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tha t operat ion. This i s ra ther above than be low the mark. N o w the posit ion 

of Silistria on a large river made it unavoidable tha t the besieging army should 

divide itself, with a view to inclose the for t ress from all sides. It further 

necessi tated the establ ishment of strong reserves on the nor thern bank, in 

5 order to receive the t roops pushed forward from the southern b a n k in case 

of a defeat. Finally these t roops occupying the southern or right bank had 

to divide themselves again into a double army, the one to car ry on the siege 

and to repel any sallies of the besieged, the o ther to cover the siege and defeat 

any army marching to the relief of the fortress. About 35,000 to 40,000 men 

10 were required to occupy the left bank and carry on the siege on the right. 

Thus an a rmy of 80,000 Russians would have remained available for active 

field-operations against a relieving a rmy, and this was the u tmost the Rus 

sians could bring to bat t le on Bulgarian ground within from ten to twenty 

miles of Silistria. 

15 N o w let us see wha t force the allies have to oppose to the 180,000 Russ ian 

total a t this moment . The Turkish army at Shumla was stated, some t ime ago, 

to be about 80,000 strong, bu t short of everything required for action in the 

open field, and is, according to the latest repor t of L o r d Raglan and F rench 

staff officers, badly officered, altogether in a condit ion which peremptori ly 

20 forbids offensive operat ions. It is neither our purpose nor within our present 

means to determine the accuracy of this repor t . Suffice i t to say that such 

is the character of the Turkish main army in the official opinion of its allies. 

Since then the t roops from Kalafat have been d rawn to Rustchuk, where a 

camp of 40,000 men is said to be establishing. I t would be difficult to conceive 

25 the policy of thus rendering idle a corps of such strength, which, if it had 

marched upon Buchares t instead of Rustchuk, might have compelled the 

Russians to raise immediately the inves tment of Silistria, bu t for the conduct 

of the war being entirely in the hands of diplomacy. Setting apart the present 

garrison at Rus tchuk and the garrison and reserve at Shumla, i t m a y well be 

30 doubted whether the Turks can muster 50,000 men in the open field in a 

condit ion fit for the work before them. An Anglo-French soldier being equal , 

in the est imation of wes tern military authori t ies , to at least two Russians , 

there would still be required a force of 65,000 allies to balance the strength 

of the Russian army of occupation. Unless , therefore , they can muster that 

35 force at Varna they would hardly go to bat t le , the case of ex t reme necessi ty 

excepted. 

T h e y have however been most careful not to drop at once into the field 

in such force as would leave no further pre tex t for abstaining from active 

operat ions . The whole Anglo-French force now in Turkey does not amount 

40 to more than 80,000 men, besides from 15,000 to 20,000 more now on their 

way thither, including almost the entire cavalry and artillery. The amount 
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of t ranspor t s at hand in the Bosphorus is, whether intentionally or not, very 

limited, so that i t would take many a journey there and back , if they were 

to be t ranspor ted to Varna by sea alone. But , "according to the latest and 

mos t accura te accounts"—says the correspondent we have already quoted— 

" the re are at present bu t 12,000 British and French t roops who have been 5 

t ranspor ted by sea, while the bulk of the F rench army is slowly advancing 

from Gallipoli toward Constantinople and Adr ianople ." The roads being 

notoriously bad and the difficulty of victualling ex t reme, an ar rangement 

which allows their famous General—St. Arnaud—to be permanent ly under 

s team be tween Varna and Constant inople, where we may be sure he does 10 

no t lose an opportuni ty for turning every intrigue in the Divan to a solid 

advantage for his unfathomable purse. As to the two British divisions still at 

Scutari , we are informed by the same cor respondent tha t " they do not seem 

ready to start yet , though there is a whole fleet of t ranspor ts and s teamers 

at anchor , waiting to embark them." 15 

F r o m all these facts it is sufficiently clear to eve rybody that the allied 

powers have t aken full care not to be in a state to frustrate directly the present 

ar rangement be tween Russ ia and Austr ia . For , i f i t we re intended to pursue 

that object , a very simple alternative for doing so offers itself either by an 

Anglo-Swedish alliance in the Baltic, which would give a basis of operat ions 20 

for auxiliary t roops by facilitating an invasion of Finland and a turning on 

the land-side of the fortresses of Sweaborg and Crons tad t ; or by a combined 

a t tack by sea and land on the Crimea and Sevastopol . With regard to the first 

supposit ion, it is amusing to see how The London Times which, not three 

weeks before preached the necessi ty of sending the Black Sea squadron to 25 

the Baltic, now recommends a simple b lockade of the harbors of the Baltic 

and an immediate re turn of the greater port ion of the Baltic f leet to the Black 

Sea, where i t suddenly advocates the occupat ion of the Crimea. This is the 

same journal which affected to regret tha t nothing could be under taken by 

Napier before the French fleet should have joined him. N o w that i t has done 30 

so, i t is supposed that nothing will be done , after all, and tha t bo th the French 

and English fleet had better take another excurs ion through the Cattegat , the 

Channel , and the straits of Gibraltar round to the Euxine . Reflecting on the 

t ime which the juncture of these fleets has required, and again on the t ime 

which their junct ion with the forces under Admiral Dundas would require, 35 

i t becomes plain that to do nothing either in the Baltic or in the Black Sea 

is the great object of these proposit ions. 

The only point on which the Russians—apart from their unforeseen and 

unexpec ted defeat at Silistria—have undergone substantial losses and are 

surrounded with dangers , is the Causasus—though this is not altogether 40 

certain. They had abandoned nearly all their for t resses on the eas tern shore 
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of the Black Sea, not from any fear of the allied fleets, but in order to 

s trengthen their Georgian army. On their re t rea t across the Dariel Pass they 

are stated to have been suddenly a t tacked by a large force of mounta ineers , 

in the van and rear , to have had their advanced guard cut to pieces, while 

5 their center and rear were compelled to ret ire wi th severe loss. At the same 

time the army of Selim Pasha advanced from St. Nicholas upon Ussurghet i , 

whence the Russians had frequently molested and menaced the Turks , and 

now forced the Russians to evacuate tha t for t ress , a result by which the 

communicat ions be tween Selim Pasha and the main Turkish army at K a r s , 

10 have been secured. When it is recollected tha t even this a rmy was throughout 

the winter and spring in the mos t deplorable state of inefficiency, the maneu

ver of the Russians indicates at least tha t they felt their position in Georgia 

to be no less precar ious , and that they were sadly in w a n t of reënforcements 

from the coast . If, now, this reported defeat at Dariel be t rue or even partially 

15 so, the consequence is that the a rmy of Woronzoff is cut off, and mus t t ry 

either to procure a tenable basis at Tiflis with a view to hold out until nex t 

winter—a mat ter of no slight difficulty—or it mus t a t tempt to make its w a y 

at any loss through the pass . This operat ion would at all events be preferable 

to a re t reat upon the Caspian Sea, the pass leading thither being of infinitely 

20 greater danger than tha t of Dariel. On this point, however , we shall be bet ter 

able to speak positively on the receipt of more complete and authentic 

information from that quarter . So far we may set down Russia as having 

certainly gained two victories by the recent operations,—one in the loan from 

H o p e & Co. , and one in the Austr ian t rea ty with the Por te ; and as having 

25 suffered one defeat—that of Silistria. Whe the r the former will have per

manent advantages enough to compensa te for t h e disgrace of the latter, the 

future only can decide. 

295 



Karl Marx/Friedrich Engels 

The Russian Retreat 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4126, 10. Juli 1854 

The Russian Retreat. 

The re t rograde movement of the Russians in Turkey is much more complete 

than we had supposed i t could be , and more than , even in the wors t case , 

now seems necessary in a military point of view. It appears that the pledge 

of the Czar to the Emperor of Austr ia and his orders to his Generals include 

the total evacuat ion of Moldavia as well as Wallachia, leaving not a Russian 

soldier on Turkish ground, while a powerful Aust r ian force will instantly 

come forward to take their place and enforce a separat ion be tween the recent 

combatan ts . But i t would be an error to suppose that the Russians withdraw 

because of their defeat at Silistria or to accept for t ruth the blustering asser

t ions of the English journals , which give to tha t defeat the character of a rout , 

and would fain make the world believe that 15,000 or at the u tmost 

17,000 men, sallying from the fortress, could drive away 100,000 or at the 

least 90,000. The Russians were repulsed beyond a doubt , bloodily and utterly 

repulsed again and again, as their precipitate, ill considered, unscientific, 

confused at tacks deserved to be , bravely as they were executed; the Turks 

fought with heroic courage that never was surpassed, and with a degree of 

military skill tha t mus t make this siege memorable in all h is tory; but we have 

ye t to see any reason for believing that they compelled the enemy to raise 

the siege. Indeed, our best information is to the effect that the Russian 

bat ter ies on the left bank were still held and employed against the fortress 

after that last murderous sortie, in which some exaggerated dispatches affirm 

tha t these bat ter ies were captured by the garrison. The t ru th evidently is tha t 

the Russians finally withdrew from before Silistria simply because the Czar 

had agreed with Austr ia that on a certain day his t roops should all be out 

of the Principalities. He had ordered them to take Silistria beforehand, in 

order to leave Turkey with the prestige of at least one victory; in that they 

failed, and had to march away under the disgrace of the failure; but their 

march was not a flight with a pursuing enemy in their rear . They might not , 
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and probably would not , have been able to take Silistria even by a regular 

siege; they probably could not have gained anything from the campaign, and 

in that event might have retired upon the Sere th; but they were still stronger 

than the allies, Turks and all, and, for defensive purposes at least, far 

5 stronger. Besides , the allies had no t ye t been brought against them, and no 

decisive battle had been fought. I t is , therefore, certain that this re t reat to 

the Pruth is dictated by diplomatic considerat ions, and not by any military 

necessi ty growing out of the superior power or bet ter strategy of Omer Pasha 

and the allies in Turkey. 

10 But while it would be a mistake to suppose the Russians were actually 

driven from before Silistria, i t would be equally a mistake not to see that the 

war generally is going against them, and that the Austr ian intervention offers 

the bes t means of mending their for tunes . We do not here allude to their 

successive reverses at Oltenitza, Tshe ta te , Karaka l , or Silistria, com-

15 paratively small affairs, in which the Turks bea t them, and which they have 

nowhere matched with successes of equal brilliancy. All of these conflicts 

together had no decisive or despera te resul ts ; but in Asia their game has 

steadily been a losing one , and the loss now threatens to become final. Of 

their numerous forts on the Black Sea only two remain; while inland Shamyl 

20 and his mountaineers have not only freed their immediate hills and valleys 

from the ha ted Muscovi te , but have cut off the communicat ions of Prince 

Woronzoff with Russia , and, acting with the Turks on the south, are marching 

upon Tiflis with a strength which may possibly compel the surrender of the 

Prince wi th all the hard-got and painfully-held Transcaucas ian possess ions 

25 of Russia. To lose these provinces , which have cost such vas t amounts of 

blood and t reasure , would be , if possible, a greater mortification to the Czar 

than defeat in a pi tched batt le in Turkey ; and there is no doubt that , so soon 

as his armies are back across the Pruth, he will at once devote all the forces 

he can spare from the defense of the Cr imea and of Sevastopol , to the work 

30 of regaining the passes of the Caucasus and relieving Woronzoff. The suc

cess of Shamyl has in all probability contr ibuted much toward the Russian 

compliance with the Austr ian summons to evacuate the Principalities. 

In this important t ransact ion, which so changes and complicates the aspect 

of the war, Austr ia holds the post of honor and of advantage. It is a great 

35 t r iumph for her diplomacy, and testifies to the respec t in which her military 

resources are held by all the contending part ies . She intervenes as the friend 

of both sides ; the Russians go quietly out to make room for her ; and the Porte 

only follows the advice of F rance and England in signing the t reaty which 

gives the Principalities to her occupat ion. She is there , then, as an armed 

40 arbitrator intervening be tween the combatan ts by their joint consent , be

cause each believes the intervention to be for his benefit . The wes te rn powers 
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openly proclaim that i t is an act in their favor—and the concer t with regard 

to it, which the facts prove to have existed be tween St. Petersburg and 

Vienna, before i t was known to the world that such an event would take place, 

and before the army under Pashkiewitch had met wi th the repulse at Silistria, 

renders i t impossible to doubt that Russia also regards it as an act in her favor. 5 

Which, then, is the dupe? and to which par ty will Aust r ia prove t reacher

ous? 

Of course , like every other power , Austr ia pursues her own interest alone. 

Tha t interest requires on the one hand that Russ ia should not hold the 

Principalities and control the mouths of the Danube and the Black Sea, 10 

because a large and increasing part of Austrian commerce goes in that direc

tion. Bes ide , for Russia to annex Turkey or any par t of i t might breed disturb

ance in the Slavonic tr ibes of the Austrian empire , among whose members 

Panslavism, or a union with Russia, already has numerous par t isans . It is 

therefore plain that Austr ia never can consent to the absorpt ion of Turkey 15 

by Russia, unless she receives at the same time an equivalent addition of 

terri tory and power elsewhere, which is impossible. But on the other hand, 

the sympathies of Austr ian policy are all with the Czar and opposed to France 

and England, and her real leanings will always be against the wes tern powers . 

Tha t Russia should be humiliated as a punishment for making a needless war , 20 

canno t be regarded as a cause of mourning at Vienna; bu t tha t she should 

be seriously crippled Austr ia will never suffer, because in that case the 

Hapsburgs would be left wi thout a friend to help them out of the next revolu

t ionary slough. This brief s tatement appears to us to comprise the motives 

that must govern the Viennese Cabinet throughout the further developments 25 

of the war . It will be t reacherous to either of the belligerents or to both , jus t 

so far as the interest of Austr ia and the imperial dynasty shall seem to require , 

and no farther. 

N o w by the fact that Russia wi thdraws and ceases from her en

c roachments , and that the evacuated provinces are handed over to Austria, 30 

the latter is at once enlisted to prevent any further injury being done to the 

former. Austr ia may remain in nominal friendship with the allies, bu t i t is 

for her interest tha t they should fail in any ulterior a t tacks on the Czar , and 

we may be sure tha t she will do everything to make them fail, short of an 

actual declarat ion of war , which in any case she dare no t resor t to . She mus t 35 

then be t reacherous to the western powers ; they are the dupes in the t reaty 

which allows an Austr ian army to occupy the Turkish provinces ; and that 

they will in due t ime discover as the war goes on. 

I t was apparent ly the plan of Lord Aberdeen, the English Pr ime Minister, 

tha t i t should not go on, but that the quarrel should now be settled according 40 

to the wish of Austr ia, on the basis of the status quo, with possibly a transfer 
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of the protectora te of the Principalities from Russia to the house of Haps-

burg. This plan we may, however , not set down as defeated through the 

self-exposures of Lord Aberdeen ' s notor ious speech, and the subsequent 

debate in Parl iament, of which we give a full repor t in this paper . The British 

5 people , excited by these revelat ions, will not consent , at least not at present , 

to make peace without having for the enormous sums the war costs them, 

some result more substantial than the mere res torat ion of things as they were. 

They hold the crippling of Russia to be indispensable, so that she cannot soon 

again thus upset the world; and they expect impatiently some brilliant feat 

10 of a rms, such as the capture of Crons tad t or Sevastopol . Without such a 

tangible achievement to pay for going to war , they will not now agree to m a k e 

peace . This disposition of theirs will probably lead at once to a change in 

the ministry and to a prolongation of the war. But i t by no means follows 

that , because the war is prolonged, any harder blow will be s truck at Russia 

15 than she has already suffered,—except it be the conques t of her Transcauca-

sian provinces by the Turks and Circassians without any Wes te rn help . And, 

judging the men, who will probably remain in power at London after L o r d 

Aberdeen has retired to private life, by their acts hi therto since the beginning 

of the war, i t would be no occasion for surprise if at some future day we 

20 should see them signing a t reaty of peace on the very basis for favoring which 

L o r d Aberdeen is now driven from office. So far Austr ian diplomacy has 

carried the day, and it is very likely to win at last. 
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The War—Debate in Parliament. 

From Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , June 27, 1854. 

The Russ ian Moniteur of Buchares t officially declares that , in obedience to 

orders sent from St. Petersburg, the siege of Silistria is raised, Giurgevo 5 

evacuated , and the whole Russian army about to recross the Pruth . The 

Times, in a third edition of yesterday, published a telegraphic dispatch from 

its Vienna correspondent to a similar effect, viz: tha t " t h e Empero r of Russia 

accepts the Austr ian summons out of high considerat ion for his ancient ally, 

and has ordered his t roops to recross the P ru th . " Lord John Russell in last 10 

night 's House of Commons confirmed the s ta tement with regard to the 

abandonment of the siege of Silistria, bu t had received no official information 

about the answer given by Russia to the Austr ian summons . 

The resul t of the Austr ian intervention will be to interpose a barrier 

be tween the Turks and the Russians, to secure the re t rea t of the latter from 15 

all molestat ion, to enable them to reënforce the garr ison of Sevastopol and 

the Crimea, and perhaps to reestablish their communica t ions with the army 

of Woronzoff. Besides the reconstruct ion of the Holy Alliance be tween 

Russia , Austr ia and Prussia must be looked upon as certain the moment the 

allied powers refuse to acquiesce in the simple res torat ion of the status quo 20 

ante bellum, with perhaps some slight concessions made by the Czar in favor 

of Austr ia . 

The whole fabric of this fine "solut ion," devised, i t is said, by Metternich, 

is now, however , shat tered to pieces by the indiscretion of old Aberdeen and 

the intrigues of Palmerston. 25 

I t will be remembered that in the late ministerial reconst ruct ion the endea

vor to place Lord Palmers ton in the War-Office, the cry for the establ ishment 
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of which was mainly raised by the Palmers tonian press , had failed, and the 

Peelite Duke of Newcast le supplanted the noble Lord in his contemplated 

new office. This failure seems to have reminded Lord Palmers ton tha t i t was 

high t ime to b reak up the whole Cabinet , and accordingly he has raised a 

5 perfect s torm against its chief, the occasion for which was afforded by Lord 

Aberdeen ' s inconsiderate speech in reply to L o r d Lyndhurs t . T h e whole 

English press immediately laid hold of that speech. It is , however , important 

to add, that The Morning Herald denounced the existence of a conspiracy 

against Lord Aberdeen before the speech was delivered. Mr . Layard rose 

10 in the House of Commons on Fr iday last, and gave notice tha t on Thursday 

next he should move a resolution that " the language held by the first Minister 

of the Crown was calculated to raise grave doubts in the public mind as to 

the objects and ends of the war , and to lessen the prospects of an honorable 

and durable peace . " There are two weak points in this resolution: firstly, its 

15 being unconsti tut ional and apt to be set aside for being in contradict ion to 

the Parl iamentary rule which forbids the criticism of a speech delivered in 

the Lords by a member of the C o m m o n s ; and, secondly, because i t p re tends 

to distinguish be tween the occasional language of the Premier and the whole 

acts of the coalition Cabinet . Never the less , its resul t was to give such serious 

20 apprehensions to Lord Aberdeen that , two hours after the announcement 

of the above resolution, he rose in his place and gave notice, in an unusually 

excited tone , that " o n Monday next , (thus anticipating Mr. Layard by three 

days,) he should move for a copy of the dispatch he had addressed to Russia, 

after the t reaty of Adrianople, and that he would take the opportuni ty of 

25 alluding to the misconstruct ions which had been placed on the remarks he 

had recent ly addressed to their Lordships on the subject of the war . " 

So strong was the belief that Mr . Laya rd ' s mot ion would result in the 

expulsion of Lord Aberdeen from the Cabinet , tha t The Morning Advertiser, 

for ins tance, has published already the list of the Ministry which is to succeed 

30 him; a list including the names of Lord J o h n Russell as Premier , and of Lord 

Palmers ton as Minister of War . I t may be imagined, then, that the sitting of 

the Lords of last night at t racted an unusual number of the curious and excited 

intrigants of the aristocracy, anxious to wi tness in wha t manner Lord Aber

deen would clear himself from his somewhat difficult and intricate posi-

35 tion. 

Before giving a resumé of the speech of Lord Aberdeen , and of the at tack 

made upon him by the Marquis of Clanricarde, I must recur to the epoch 

and the c i rcumstances , to which both speakers particularly referred, in the 

year 1829, when Lord Aberdeen found himself at the head of the British 

40 Foreign Office. At that t ime a Russian fleet under the command of Admiral 

H e y d e n was blockading the Dardanel les , the Gulfs of Saros and E n o s , as well 
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as those of Adramyt i and Smyrna, notwithstanding an agreement concluded 

be tween the Cabinets of St. Petersburg and London in 1815, that Russia 

should no t exercise any belligerent rights in the Medi ter ranean. These block

ades threatening to injure the British commerce in the Levan t , aroused the 

otherwise dull opinion of the English of that t ime into vehemen t declamations 5 

against Russ ia and against the Ministry. Interviews, accordingly, took place 

be tween the Russian Embassadors , Prince Lieven and Coun t Matuszevich 

on the one side, and Wellington and Aberdeen on the o ther side. In a dispatch 

under da te of L o n d o n 1st (13th) June , 1829, Pr ince L ieven repor ts as follows 

on the charac ter of these interviews: 10 

"The conversat ion with Lord Aberdeen which took place some hours later, 

( t han tha t with the Duke of Wellington, which had not been altogether very 

satisfactory to the Russian diplomatist) was not less remarkable . As he was 

acquainted only imperfectly with our conversa t ion with the first Minister, 

he labored, w h e n he learned the details of it, to soften t he disagreeable 15 

impressions tha t might have been left upon us by his language at the com

mencemen t of it, by the reiterated assurance that at no period had it entered 

into the intentions of England to seek a quarrel with Russia; tha t if the 
ministry had sought to induce us not to insist on the b lockade of E n o s , i t 

was in the full desire to prevent importunate reclamat ions , and to cement 20 

the good intelligence be tween the two cabinets , that we should have to 

congratulate ourselves more than perhaps we were aware on the benefits we 
received from that happy and constant concurrence. He was flattered that 

he could place the maintainance of that harmony higher than the momentary 

advantages that the blockade of the Gulf of E n o s would have offered u s ; 25 

but he feared tha t the posit ion of the English Ministry was not well under

stood at St. Petersburg. They attr ibuted to malevolent intent ions, and to 

hostile v iews, the difficulties that he sometimes raised, as in the matter tha t 

had jus t been terminated, while these intentions and these arrières pensées 

were very far from his spirit and from his policy. But , on the other hand, 30 

he found himself in a delicate situation. Public opinion was always ready to 

burs t forth against Russia. The British Government could not constantly 

brave it, and it would be dangerous to excite it on quest ions (of marit ime 

law) tha t touched so nearly the national prejudices. On the other side, we 

could reckon upon the well-disposed and friendly disposit ions of the English 35 

Ministry which struggled against them ( t he national prejudices . ) 

I know, I replied, the weight of public opinion in England, and I have seen 

it change in a few days . It is against us in our war because it thinks us 

aggressors , while we have been a t tacked; because i t imputes to us the idea 

of over throwing the Ot toman Empire , while we declare tha t such is not our 40 

object ; because , finally, i t believes that we pursue an ambit ious policy against 
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which we ourselves protest. To enlighten it on this pointwould be the surest 
way to correc t it. 

Lord Aberdeen replied to me that the mat ter was no t exactly as I repre
sented; public opinion was pronounced against u s , because generally in 

5 England it took wi th ardor the side of the Whigs—but au reste, the British 

Cabinet was far from not wishing us success; on the contrary , it wished us 
success, prompt and decisive, because it knew that it was the only means 
of terminating the war , which could not be regarded except as a great mis
for tune, since i t was impossible to foresee its resul ts ! In conclusion, the 

10 English Minister entered into long deduct ions to demonst ra te that we lent 
to him intentions that he could not have , and ended by saying that the Cabinet 
of London desired that the war should be terminated to the honor and 

advantage of Russia." 
It is strange that none of the opponents of Lord Aberdeen have thought 

15 proper to recur to this dispatch, so conclusive against his conduct at the t ime 
before the t reaty of Adrianople, that i t would have been impossible to a t tach 
any importance to anything contained in a secret dispatch of his Lordship , 
wri t ten after the conclusion of that t reaty. The product ion of the above 
dispatch would have demolished at one s t roke the only argument of defense 

20 which Lord Aberdeen could bring forward in his speech of yesterday. His 
t rue defense would have been an open recrimination against Lord Palmer
ston, since the whole " r o w " was exclusively be tween these two old rival 
servants of Russia. 

Lord Aberdeen began by saying that he had nothing either to re t rac t or 
25 to contradict , bu t only to "expla in ." He had been falsely accused of having 

claimed the honor of having framed the t reaty of Adrianople. Instead of 
having framed it, he had protes ted against it, as their lordships would see 
from the dispatch for the product ion of which he now made a motion. Such 
had been the alarm produced on his mind, and on his colleagues ' mind, by 

30 that t reaty, that the whole policy of the Government had been changed in 
a mos t material point in consequence of its exis tence. Which was this change 
of policy? Before the t reaty of Adrianople was signed, he , Lord Aberdeen 
and the Duke of Wellington, therein following the policy of Canning, had 
never contemplated constituting Greece an independent kingdom, bu t only 

35 as a vassal state under the suzeraineté of the Por te , somewhat similar to 
Wallachia and Moldavia. After the t reaty of Adrianople had been signed, the 
condit ion of the Turkish Empire appeared to t hem so peri lous, and its exist
ence so precar ious , that they proposed to conver t Greece from a vassal state 
into an independent kingdom. In other words , i t was resolved, since the t reaty 

40 of Adrianople did so much to weaken Turkey , to counterac t its peri lous 
consequences by dismembering whole provinces from it. This was the 
" change . " 
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Although their alarm for the consequences of that t rea ty had been exagger

ated, L o r d Aberdeen was far from not considering i t as in the highest degree 

disastrous and prejudicial. He had said that "Russ ia had not acquired great 

territorial acquisitions by that t rea ty ," and even now he contended that the 

Russ ian empire had not greatly increased in Eu rope within the last fifty years , 5 

as Lord Lyndhurs t had asserted (Bessarabia, Finland, and the kingdom of 

Poland, appear not to be any significant acquisitions in the view of the noble 

lord.) But , as he had stated in his dispatch of December , 1829, if the territorial 

acquisit ions of Russia had been small, they had been important in their 

character—the one giving Russia "exclusive authori ty over the navigation of 10 

the Danube , and the other ports in Asia which, though small in extent , yet 

had the character of high political impor tance ." (The vas t terr i tory acquired 

in the Caucasus is again not present to Lord Aberdeen ' s mind.) Starting from 

this point of view, he asserts that the t reaty of Adrianople was the com

mencement of a change of policy on the par t of Russia , which, since the t ime 15 

of tha t t reaty, had looked to an extension of political influence rather than 

to the acquisition of terri tory. This change of policy had no t been a change 

of intention. "Sa t an had only grown wiser than in days of yo re . " The fact 

that Russia concer ted a plan with Charles X for the acquisit ion of Turkey— 

not through alarming conquests , bu t through a series of treaties—is passed 20 

over in silence. N o r did Lord Aberdeen think fit to ment ion that even before 

the t reaty of Adrianople and the t reaty of Unkiar Skelessi , which he quotes 

in proof of the change in Russian policy, Russia had bound herself to France 

and England already, in 1827, not to seek to derive any further terri tory from 

the war against Turkey, and that, but for the permission of England, she 25 

would never have been able to advance an army upon Constant inople in 

1833. 

Lord Aberdeen next stated that his express ion that "if we could obtain 

a peace which should last twenty-five years , as had been the case by the 

t reaty of Adrianople , we should not have done amiss , " had been falsely 30 

const rued into the meaning that he would re turn to a t rea ty similar to that 

of Adrianople. He had only meant to say that "if by any t reaty which the 

fortune of war might enable them to make, they could secure a peace for 

twenty-five years , considering the instability of human affairs they would 

not have done amiss. He had never recommended a return to the status quo, 35 

nor did he not object to the status quo. Before the declarat ion of war the 

status quo had been all they hoped for or desired, and all tha t they a t tempted 

to attain, and i t was that which the Turkish Government consented to give, 

and i t was much more than they had a right to expect . But , from the instant 

war had been declared, the whole question was changed entirely, and every- 40 

thing depended upon the war itself . . . H o w far they might ult imately deviate 
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from the status quo no man could say, as it depended on events not in their 

power absolutely to control. This he would say, tha t the independence and 

integrity of the Ot toman Empire mus t be secured, effectually secured ." H o w 

i t is to be secured Lord Aberdeen could no t say, as this, again, depended on 

5 the events of the war . 

He had been unders tood to express some doubt or disbelief as to the danger 

of Russian aggression, but , in fact, he had the greates t alarm at Russian 

aggression on Turkey, al though he did not feel great alarm with respect to 

the danger of Russian aggression on Eu rope , and " h e was inclined to feel less 

10 so every day . " He considered F rance more powerful than Russia and Austr ia 

put together. The noble Lord then complained of the "extraordinary ab

surdity and malignity of the personal imputat ions to which he had been 

exposed ." I t was t rue that there was no greater peacemonger in the country 

than himself, but his very love of peace peculiarly fitted him to carry on the 

15 war in the most vigorous manner. 

"Hi s colleagues would admit that he personally had been more urgent than 

perhaps any other man in exhort ing a speedy advance and concentrat ion of 

the allied forces beyond the Balkans , in order to support the gallant a rmy 

of Omer Pasha, and to extend a hand to Austria, in order to enable her to 

20 take a more active par t in the operat ions of the w a r . " This was the course 

he invariably urged. On the interpellation of Lord Beaumont , he declared 

that " int imate as he formerly was with Prince Met ternich, since he had been 

in office, for the last eighteen months , he had not communicated with him, 

directly or indirectly, until a few days ago, w h e n a friend told him she was 

25 about to write to Metternich, and asked him whether he had anything to say 

to the Pr ince ; whereupon he said: 'Pray, make my bes t remembrances to 

h i m . ' " 

Aberdeen ' s speech w a s , on the whole , favorably received by the H o u s e ; 

but i t is a curious fact that the acrimonious answer tha t he met with from 

30 the Marquis of Clanricarde—a disappointed place-hunter , and Lord Palmer-

ston's old Embassador at St. Petersburg—was no t replied to by any member 

of the Cabinet , and that none of them came forward to certify to his having 

been the foremost in urging a vigorous war. 

The Marquis of Clanricarde principally dwelt u p o n Aberdeen ' s part icipa-

35 t ion in the t reaty of Adrianople; the general charac ter of his political past , 

and on the shortcomings of his present administrat ion. He said that Lord 

Aberdeen had produced now, for his own personal convenience and from 

a merely personal mot ive , a dispatch which he had some months ago refused 

to other members of either House . I t was , however , quite different from what 

40 the noble L o r d had writ ten to St. Pe tersburg in December , 1829, when the 

t reaty of Adrianople had been signed in September . The real quest ion was 
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wha t instructions he had given to their Embassador at tha t t ime, and wha t 

steps he had taken to prevent the signing of the t rea ty . The Russian General 

commanding at Adrianople had not had above 15,000 men , and that amount 

had to be diminished by some 5,000 or 6,000, who , either from disease or 

wounds , we re literally hors de combat. The Turkish General , on the other 5 

hand, was within a short distance with 25,000 Albanians. The Russian 

Genera l gave a very short respite to Turkey to sign or no t to sign, for he knew 

that his real position might be discovered if he gave a long one. Consequent ly 

he did no t give beyond five or eight days . At Constant inople the Minister 

of Turkey summoned to his council the F rench and English Embassador s and 1 o 

the Pruss ian Minister, and asked for their advice. The English Embassador , 

under instructions from Lord Aberdeen, tendered the advice to sign as soon 

as possible that t reaty which the noble L o r d now told t h e m was so dis

as t rous . 

The noble Marquis did not like to allude to the c i rcumstance , that i t was 15 

exactly the vehement denunciat ion which his friend Palmerston, then in 

opposit ion, directed against Lord Aberdeen , w h e n he charged him with being 

ye t too Anti-Russian, which induced the latter to give the order for the signing 

of the t reaty. 

T h e Marquis proceeded to reproach the Premier wi th having been al- 20 

ways the mos t zealous, the most constant , and the mos t powerful supporter 

of the arbitrary Governments of Europe , in proof of which he reviewed the 

history of Portugal , Belgium, and Spain, alluding to Aberdeen ' s opposi t ion 

to the famous quadruple alliance of 1834. It certainly wanted all the cool 

impudence of an old Whig Lord to exult, at this moment , in the glory of 25 

Belgium, the constitutionalism in Portugal and Spain, and the general bless

ings Eu rope derives from the Quadruple Alliance which Palmerston, in his 

defense , falsely stated to have been devised no t by himself bu t by Talley

rand. 

As to the operat ions of the present war , Clanricarde said that the plan of 30 

the campaign had been drawn up by the highest military authorit ies in Russia, 

in December last , and that the British Government had been informed of that 

plan, aiming not at the mere occupat ion of the Principalities, bu t at crossing 

the Danube , seizing Silistria, masking Shumla, and marching on the Balkan. 

The noble Lord , with such information in his possession, had come down 35 

to this H o u s e talking of peace , and neglecting to give those orders which were 

at t he t ime given by the Cabinet to the Ministry of War until t he end of 

February or the beginning of March. 

I f Lord Clanricarde had chosen to remember the answers given by L o r d 

Palmers ton to Mr. Disraeli in the Commons and by L o r d Clarendon to him- 40 

self in the Lo rds , he would have abstained from the ridicule of charging with 
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those neglects of duty only L o r d Aberdeen , and exempting his Whig friends 

from a blame equally attaching to the whole Cabinet . "If," exclaimed the 

Marquis—"if a proper , he would almost say an hones t , course had been taken 

by the Government fifteen months ago, there never would have b e e n a w a r . " 

5 N o w , these are the very same words which Mr. Disraeli addressed to Lord 

John Russell . 

Finally, the Marquis has the absurdi ty to charge also Lord Aberdeen , 

individually and exclusively, with all the failures of the coalition, and their 

cont inuous defeat in Par l iament on all important quest ions. I t does not occur 

10 to his memory that at the very formation of the Cabinet i t was declared by 

every judicious man , that i t could not hold together for six weeks except i t 

left all legislation an open quest ion, and abstained from politics. 

After a silly speech from Lord Brougham, w h o expressed himself very 

much contented with Lord Aberdeen ' s first speech, bu t still more so with 

15 his second one , the subject [was ] dropped. 

T h e serious result of this whole incident is the baffling of the secret 

protocol drawn up at Vienna, and consequent ly the cont inuance of hostilities, 

and of a war , the speedy cessat ion of which was so confidently anticipated 

tha t consols rose 3 per cent, notwithstanding heavy loans in the market , and 

20 tha t any bets were taken at the military clubs against the prolongation of war 

beyond four weeks . 

Karl Marx. 
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The Insurrection at Madrid—The Austro-Turkish Treaty-
Moldavia and Wallachia 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4134, 19. Juli 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , July 4, 1854. 

The long expected military insurrection at Madrid has at length been ac

complished under the leadership of Generals O'Donnel l and Dulce. The 

F rench Government journals has ten to inform us that , according to their 5 

dispatches , t he Spanish Government has already overcome the danger and 

that the insurrect ion is suppressed. But the Madrid cor respondent of The 

Morning Chronicle, who gives a detailed account of the rising and com

municates the proclamation of the insurgents , says that they have only 

wi thdrawn from the capital in order to join the garrison of Alcalá, and that 10 

in case of Madrid remaining passive they would have no difficulty in reaching 

Saragossa. Should the movement be more successful than the last rebellion 

in that town, the consequences would be to cause a diversion in the military 

act ion of France , to afford a subject for dissent be tween F rance and England, 

and probably also to affect the pending complicat ion be tween Spain and the 15 

Uni ted States Government . 

I t appears now that the new Russian loan has no t been positively con

t rac ted for by the Messrs . H o p e of Amsterdam, as I was led to believe from 

announcements made a t the L o n d o n and Manches te r Exchanges ; and that 

these bankers have not advanced any port ion of the money to the Russian 20 

t reasury. They merely under took to bring i t ou t a t t he different European 

Exchanges , but at no risk of their own. The success of the loan is repor ted 

to be very doubtful , and we have news that a t Berlin and Frankfor t i t has 

met with very little favor. The Hamburg Senate has prohibited its official 

quotat ion, and the English diplomatic agents and Consuls , according to The 25 

Morning Chronicle, have issued warnings to British subjects not to become 

subscribers to a loan " intended for carrying on war against the Q u e e n . " 

The intelligence of the movements of the Russian t roops since the aban

donment of the siege of Silistria is contradictory. The Moniteur having 
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announced the retreat of the Russians behind t h e Pruth , the Vienna Presse 

states that there was not the slightest reason to believe in the fact of such 

a move. I t appears , on the contrary , tha t not even Wallachia is in tended to 

be evacuated, General Liprandi having taken up a posit ion at Plojesti and 

5 Kimpina, with his outposts stat ioned at the ent rance of the Rothenthurm 

Pass, while the main army, retiring by Slobodzic and along the left bank of 

the Danube , is stated to have halted at Brailow. On the other hand, the corps 

of Lüde r s occupying the Dobrod ja, has not yet abandoned the line of Trajan 's 

Wall, and it is not likely that , even in case of further retreat , they will surren-

10 der Matshin and Isaktsha. Fresh t roops are said to be pouring into Moldavia, 

where i t seems to be the plan of the Russians to concent ra te a large force. 

The corps of General Paniutin has entered from Podolia, and additional 

resources are being d rawn in from Bessarabia . T h e entire force of the 

Russians in Upper Moldavia, be tween Jassy , R o m a n and Botushani , is said 

15 to amount to 60,000; and a division of 20,000 is encamped near Kamenicz . 

"Pashkiewi tch ," says the Ostdeutsche Post, "has declared that in no case 

will he abandon the mouths of the D a n u b e . " The retreat is explained by the 

Russians to be only a consequence of the plague having b roken out on the 

Higher Danube . 

20 The movements of the Austr ians are still quite undefined. The corps of 

Coronini is stated to have orders to embark on s teamers at Orsova, and to 

go down the river to Giurgevo, thence to march upon Buchares t . The Corriere 

Italiano, an Austrian Government organ, announces that the object of this 

m o v e is only to take up a neutral posi t ion in Wallachia, and yet at the same 

25 t ime we hear that the Austr ian "u l t ima tum" has been declined by Russia. 

" T h e Russian Empero r , " says the dispatch published in The Morning 

Chronicle, " in his answer to the Austr ian summons , expresses his readiness 

to negotiate with the four powers on all points , except on the privileges of 

the Christ ian subjects of the Sultan. On this subject he will only t reat 

30 directly with the Por te , and he refuses to admit the interference of the four 

powers . He also refuses to give any guarantees for the evacuat ion of the 

Principali t ies." 

N o w , it is quite possible that in consequence of this refusal, a sham war 

be tween Austr ia and Russia may occur, to end in some such famous 

35 rencontre as the remarkable affair at Bronzel l , which ended the sham war 

be tween Austria and Prussia in 1850, while the newspapers were ye t lost in 

conjectures on the terrible eventualit ies of that "middle European cr is is ." 

In lieu of similar speculations on the possible meaning of Austr ia 's present 

policy, we shall be take ourselves to the fact of the Austro-Turkish t reaty of 

40 June 14, which is now fully and officially made known. 

There are two points to be considered—the relations be tween Austr ia and 
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Turkey and the relations of the Moldo-Wallachian people to Turkey and 

Aust r ia or other foreign powers , the latter point being, s trange to say, entirely 

neglected by the diplomacy-ridden opinion of Europe . 

By the first article of the t reaty, " the Empero r of Austr ia under takes to 

exhaus t every means of negotiation and others , to obtain the evacuat ion of 5 

the Danubian Principalities by the foreign army now occupying them, and 

even to employ, in case of need, the number of t roops calculated for that 

ob jec t . " The Empero r of Austr ia is thereby entitled to march any number 

of t roops into Wallachia, without a previous declarat ion of war on his part 

against Russia. Thus a Turkish dependency is subjected to an operat ion 10 

convert ing it into a neutral possession under Austr ia against Turkey. By the 

second article it is agreed that " i t shall belong exclusively to the Imperial 

commander-in-chief to direct the operat ions of his army. He shall, however , 

be careful to inform in proper t ime the commander-in-chief of the Ot toman 

armies of his opera t ions ." By this agreement the Austr ians escape not only 15 

from all control , on the par t of Turkey, over any m o v e m e n t they may think 

fit, bu t obtain a perfect control of all the operat ions possibly intended on 

Wallachian ground by the Turkish commander , whom they have only to 

inform tha t they want to occupy such and such a point, when the Turks will 

be prevented from marching there . Considering, now, tha t the Principalities, 20 

besides the narrow terri tory of the Dobrodja, a re the only possible batt le

field be tween the Turks and the Russians , the Austr ian intervention simply 

forbids Turkey to follow up her victories and punish the invader. 

By vir tue of Article 3, " the Emperor of Austr ia engages to reestablish, in 

common accord with the Ot toman Government , in the Principalities, as soon 25 

as possible, the legal state of things such as results from the privileges 

secured by the Sublime Por te relative to the government of these countr ies . 

The local authorities thus reconstituted cannot , however , extend their action 

so far as to exercise any control over the Imperial a rmy . " Thus the Emperor 

of Austr ia reserves to himself full liberty of restoring the legal state when 30 

he shall think it possible, and even then, he may reconst i tu te the local au

thorities only in order to place them under Austr ian martial law, quite after 

the fashion of the Russian General Budberg. 

According to Article 4, " the Imperial Court of Austr ia engages not to enter 

into any plan of accommodat ion with the Imperial Cour t of Russ ia which 35 

shall not have for its starting point the sovereign rights of the Sultan and the 

integrity of his empire . " Article 5 adds , " tha t as soon as the object of the 

present convention shall have been attained by the conclusion of a t reaty 

of peace be tween the Sublime Porte and the Court of Russia, the Emperor 

of Austr ia will make arrangements to withdraw his forces as soon as possible. 40 

The details connected with the withdrawal of the Austr ian t roops will form 
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the object of a special ar rangement with the Sublime P o r t e . " By the former 

of these articles Austr ia reserves to herself the r ight to an arrangement with 

Russia based simply on the status quo, as embodied in the Vienna note . By 

the latter Austr ia promises not to wi thdraw her t roops after an arrangement 

5 be tween herself and Russia, bu t only after the conclusion of a treaty be tween 

Russia and Turkey. The "mater ial guaranty ," no longer safe in the direct 

keeping of Russia, is t ransferred to Austr ia , and Austr ia empowered to hold 

it for her—with the consent of the Porte—until Turkey shall have adhered to 

the "accommodat ion be tween the two Imperial Cour t s . " Article 6 entit les 

10 the Austr ians to feed, without even a semblance of payment , upon the 

remainder left by the Russians in the Principalities. The advantages of this 

arrangement can only be appreciated in Germany , where the people are wont 

to receive Austr ian garrisons for the punishment of their revolutionary sins, 

and where they grazed off whole districts in 1849-50. 

15 The t reaty is a virtual surrender of the Principalities to Austr ia , and an 

abandonment of the Turkish suzerainty over them. The Turks have com

mitted thereby as flagrant a violation of the rights of the Moldo-Wallachian 

people as any previously commit ted by the Russians. The Turks have as little 

right to surrender the Principalities to Austr ian occupat ion as they have to 

20 declare t hem Russian provinces. 

The claims of the Porte to the suzerainty of Moldo-Wallachia are founded 

on the treaties of 1393,1460 and 1511. The t rea ty concluded in 1393 be tween 

Wallachia and Turkey contains the following art icles: 

"Ar t . I . W e , Bajazet , e tc . determine, by our ext reme condescendence 

25 toward Wallachia, which has made its submission to our invincible Empire , 

with its reigning Prince, tha t that country is to cont inue to govern itself by 

its own laws, and that the Prince of Wallachia shall have the entire liberty 

of declaring war or making peace with his neighbors , how and w h e n i t m a y 

please him. 

30 Art . III . The Princes (Christians) will be elected by the Metropoli tans and 

Boyards . 

Art . IV. The Prince of Wallachia will have to pay annually to our Imperial 

Treasury 500 piasters of our money . " 

T h e treaty concluded in 1460 be tween Vlad V, Prince of Wallachia, and 

35 Mahomed II stipulates: 

"Ar t . I . The Sultan consents and engages, for himself and successors , to 

protect Wallachia and to defend i t against every enemy, without exacting 

anything bu t the suzerainty over this sovereign Principality, of which the 

Voyvodes will be expected to pay to the Sublime Porte a tr ibute of 

40 10,000 ducats . 

Art . II . The Sublime Por te will in no way interfere in the local ad-
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ministration of the said Principality, and no Turk will be allowed to come 

into Wallachia without an ostensible motive. 

Art . III . The Voyvodes will continue to be elected by the Metropoli tan 

Archbishop, the Bishops and Boyards , and the election will be recognized 

by the Por te . 5 

Art . IV. The Wallachian nation will continue to enjoy the free excercise 

of its o w n laws, and the Voyvodes will have the right of life and death over 

their subjects , as also that of making peace or war , wi thout being subjected 

for any of their acts to any kind of responsibility toward the Sublime 

P o r t e . " 10 

The third t reaty is that of 1511, in which Moldavia acknowledged the 

suzerainty of the Por te , obtaining even bet ter condit ions in exchange than 

Wallachia had obtained. 

The treaties which intervened be tween Russia and Turkey could not of 

course invalidate the treaties concluded by the Moldo-Wallachians them- 15 

selves with the Por te , since this people never t reated with the Russians nor 

gave the Por te power to t reat for them. I t may be stated, bes ides , tha t Russia 

herself recognized the above-mentioned capitulations in the t reaty of Adria

nople , art. V of which says: " T h e Principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia, 

having placed themselves by capitulation under the suzerainty of the Sublime 20 

Por te , and Russia having warranted their prosperi ty , (!) i t is unders tood that 

they cont inue to enjoy all those privileges and immunit ies which have been 

granted to them in virtue of their capitulat ion." 

I t follows, then , from the above-cited capitulat ions, which, not having been 

superseded by any subsequent t reaty, still remain in vigor, tha t the Principali- 25 

ties form two sovereign States under the suzerainty of the Por te , to which 

they p a y a tr ibute on the condition that the Por te shall defend them against 

every and any external enemy, and not interfere at all in their internal 

administration. So far from being entitled to surrender Wallachia to foreign 

occupat ion, the Turks themselves are forbidden from entering Wallachia 30 

wi thout an ostensible motive. N a y , more : Since the Turks have thus violated 

their capitulations with the Wallachians and forfeited the claims of suze

rainty, the Russians might even, w h e n appealed to by the Wallachians, found 

their right of driving the Austr ians out of the Principalities on the show of 

b roken treat ies . And this would be by no means surprising, as i t has been 35 

the cons tant policy of Russia to encourage, and even oblige the Turks to 

violate the rights of the Wallachians, so as to p roduce hostilities be tween 

them, and create for herself a pretext for intervention. Wha t happened, for 

ins tance, in 1848? Some Boyards in the spring of that year had presented 

a petit ion to the Prince of Moldavia, demanding cer ta in reforms, which 40 

request was , by the influence of the Russian Consul , not only refused but 
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caused its authors to be th rown into prison. T h e commot ion produced by 

this act furnished the Russians with a pre tex t to cross the frontier, on June 25, 

and to march upon Jassy. Simultaneously the hospodar of Wallachia, like 

the other continental governments , granted a number of reforms demanded 

5 by the Liberal party of the Wallachian Boyards . This was on June 23. I t is 

scarcely necessary to remark that these reforms infringed in no way upon 

the suzerainty of the Porte . But they happened to dest roy entirely all the 

influence Russia had obtained through the fundamental law, decreed during 

their occupat ion of 1829, which the reforms abolished. The consti tut ion 

10 replacing it suppressed serfdom, and a port ion of the land occupied by the 

peasant was ceded to him as proper ty , while the landlord was to be in

demnified by the State for the land given up and for the loss of his peasan t s ' 

labor. The reigning Prince was then induced by the Russians to remove , and 

a Provisional Government took up the management of the public affairs. The 

15 Porte which, as we have shown, had no right to interfere in the internal affairs 

of the Principalities, and had omitted to protes t against the Russian ent rance 

into Moldavia, dispatched Soliman Pasha wi th a Turkish army into Walla

chia, and published a very threatening address of the Sultan to the in

habi tants , the measures of the Divan being taken of course under the in-

20 f luence of Russia. The Wallachians went ou t to meet the Pasha and the Turks , 

and fraternised with them. An agreement was made that the Provisional 

Government should be replaced by a Lieutenance Princière, composed at 

first of six, and afterward of three members . This Government was then 

recognized by the Pasha, and at the Pasha ' s desire, by the foreign Consuls . 

25 A modification was introduced into the new const i tut ion after which that also 

was confirmed by the Sultan. 

Meanwhile the Russian Government fulminated against the Wallachian 

people in manifestoes addressed to Europe , wherein they were charged to 

have established a republic, and proclaimed communism. On the 1st August , 

30 1848, a large Russian force crossed the Pru th on its march to Buchares t . 

Suddenly Soliman Pasha was recalled by the Po r t e ; the Sultan refused to 

receive the Wallachian deputies who had gone to Constantinople in answer 

to his own invitation; and on September 25, Fuad Effendi, at the head of a 

Turkish army, presented himself before Buchares t , declaring that he had only 

35 come to deprive Russia of all p re tex t for entering the Principality. Confiding 

in the word of the Turks , more than 100,000 inhabitants went out from 

Buchares t and the surrounding country , unarmed , in festive garments , and 

with the clergy at their head to welcome them. Fuad Effendi, t hen invited 

them to send a deputat ion to his camp , so that he might communicate to them 

40 his instructions. " N o sooner ," says M. Brat iano in his account of these 

events , "no sooner did the deputat ion present themselves before Fuad 
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Effendi, than they were made prisoners, and at the same t ime the Turkish 

army precipitated itself in a forced march upon Buchares t , trampling down 

under the hoofs of his cavalry the peaceful inhabitants who had gone out 

to mee t the Turks as friends, tearing d o w n their banners , destroying their 

c rosses , bombarding a military bar rack which it found on its passage, as well 5 

as a whole quar ter of the town, firing grape-shot at the Wallachian soldiers 

w h o occupied those bar racks , inducing them to capitulate and lay down their 

a rms , putt ing to death the sick, and after having reached the town giving 

themselves up to pillage, massacre and other horrible deeds ! " I t was here 

that Gen . Duhamel , the Russian Commissioner , accompanied , and in fact 10 

commanded the Turkish army. He was followed by the Russian army, and 

the resul t was the t reaty of Balta Liman, i.e. among other things the res tora

t ion of the Russian fundamental law, or statute which is nothing else than 

the status quo as to which Austria engages [to] reduce Wallachia. 

It is clear that if Omer Pasha should now enter Wallachia with his victo- 15 

r ious army, the Turks with all their late exper ience and at war with Russia, 

would [have] re-established the Consti tut ion of 1848, wi th the "republ ic , 

communi sm," and the revival of all the creat ions of 1848 following in its 

wake . N o b o d y will believe that Austr ia would have been less displeased with 

that contingency than Russia. On the other hand, i t is equally clear, tha t the 20 

Por te mus t have been subject to extraordinary pressure to allow itself to be 

dragged into another violation of its treaties with the Wallachians, the con

sequences of which i t knows by experience. Tha t pressure can have proceed

ed from no quar ter bu t the English Embassador . I t is, therefore , interesting 

to record , how the same Lord Redcliffe and his superiors in Downing-st . 25 

behaved in 1848 and '49 with regard to the violations of the rights of Moldo-

Wallachia by bo th Russians and Turks . 

W h e n the Russian army first crossed the Moldavian frontier, in June 1848, 

Lord Palmers ton declared in the House of Commons , in answer to the in

evitable Dudley Stuart : " tha t the Russian t roops entered Moldavia wi thout 30 

any orders from the Cabinet of St. Petersburg, tha t they only aimed at the 

maintenance or establ ishment of order , tha t they would be wi thdrawn w h e n 

the occasion had ceased, that the entry was on the authori ty of the Hospodar , 

and there was no disposition for the acquisition of ter r i tory ." 

In August 1848, w h e n the Russian army again crossed the Pruth , on their 35 

march to Buchares t , and when the Moldo-Wallachians had sent a deputat ion 

to Constant inople , the Divan applied to the Embassador s of England and 

F rance for advice, and was recommended by Lord Redcliffe to adopt the 

line of policy enjoined by Russia. 

In October , when the Turks and Russians in common occupied Wallachia, 40 

a Wallachian officer was pursued by the Russians into the dwelling of the 
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commander of the Turkish t roops at Buchares t , Omer Pasha , who in common 

with F u a d Effendi protested. The Por te , informed of this insult, declared i t 

would have no more to do with the Russ ians and order its t roops to recross 

the Danube , in order to cease to be the accomplice of the Russians in the 

5 Principalities, and threatened to address to the great powers a solemn protes

tat ion, accompanied by a detailed memorandum of all that had occurred in 

the Principalities. The same Embassador interfered again and baffled these 

intentions of the Porte . 

Last ly , at the t ime when the combined Russo-Turkish occupat ion in 1848 

10 had assumed the character of a reign of terror , and when Maghiero, the 

commander of the Wallachian irregulars alone resis ted, he was induced to 

wi thdraw beyond the Carpathian mountains " b y the persuas ion of the British 

Consul-General , who represented to him that the p resence of his a rmy would 

paralyze the action of diplomacy, bu t tha t his country would soon be 

15 r ighted." 
Karl Marx. 
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The War on the Danube 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4139, 25. Juli 1854 

The War on the Danube. 

About eighty years ago when the victorious armies of Catherine II . were 
severing from Turkey province after province, prior to their t ransformation 
into wha t is now called South Russia, the poet Derzhavin , in one of the burs ts 
of lyrical enthusiasm in which he was wont to celebrate the glories, if not the 5 
vir tues of that Empress , and the destined grandeur of her empire , u t tered 
a memorable couplet in which we may still find condensed the scornful 
boldness and self-reliance of the Czarian policy: 

" A n d what to thee , O Russ , is any ally? 
Advance and the whole Universe is th ine!" 10 

This may be t rue enough, even now, i f the Russ only could advance , but 

on that process a pret ty decided check has been put . Consequent ly he is 

constrained for the present moment at least, to pos tpone the possess ion of 

the Universe . But what is very bitter to his pride is that in retracing his steps 

he not only fails to carry with him the pledge of universal dominion, but is 15 

even obliged to leave behind the keys of the simple fortress of Silistria, on 

the Danube , which he had sworn to have . And still more painful, he leaves 

behind him also the remains of some fifty thousand of his bre thren , who have 

perished by disease and battle in this single campaign. 

The re is no doubt that in a military point of view the siege of Silistria is 20 

the most important among all the military events since the beginning of the 

war . It is the failure to take that fortress which renders the campaign a failure 

for the Russians and adds disgrace and the Czar ' s disfavor to the retreat 

behind the Sereth, in which they are now engaged. Of the earlier stages of 

the siege we have already laid before our readers a careful, and, we hope , 25 

a clear analysis ; and now, at last, having received by the Pacific the official 

Russian repor ts , we are able to follow the whole affair to its conclusion 

wi thout doing any injustice to either par ty . Besides the Russian repor ts , 
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which are distinct, clear and business-like in wha t they state, bu t abound in 

faults of omission, we now have Lieutenant Nasmyth ' s (Bengal Artillery,) 

repor t to The London Times, a complete journal of the siege, giving some 

interesting part iculars , but made up in ra ther a slovenly way , and sometimes 

5 incorrect in the dates . I t is only proper to say tha t the views and conclusions 

we have previously expressed concerning the siege, are altogether confirmed 

by these later and more detailed narrat ives , except in the particular that the 

Turks did not abandon the defense of the fort Arab Tabiassi as , in the latter 

part of the siege, we supposed they would be constra ined to do. I t appears 

10 too , that the Russians were still more extravagant in their operat ions than 

we suspected. First they made a regular a t tack on the fortress on its eas tern 

side, on the low lands of the Danube , hoping to be able to turn the detached 

forts altogether and to make a b reach in the main wall of Silistria at once . 

If this a t tempt had the merit of originality, it certainly had no other . It affords, 

15 perhaps , the first ins tance of t renches and approaches being thrown up 

against a for t ress , on ground which was not only flanked, but actually com

manded in the rear by hights fortified by the enemy. But then a second, an 

irregular a t tack was directed against these very hights, and so cleverly 

combined, that after the loss of a fortnight on reconnoiter ing and storming, 

20 in which thousands of Russians were killed or disabled; a regular siege 

against t hem had also to be employed. So much for the skill displayed by 

the Russ ians . Le t us now pass to the details of the period of the siege. 

On the 1st of June the Russians got a fresh train of siege-artillery, brought 

over from the left bank of the Danube , which they arranged in bat tery against 

25 Arab Tabiassi . The Turks sank shafts and pushed mines under the counter

scarps and glacis of this fort. On June 2, Mussa Pasha, commander of Silistria 

was killed by a shell. Toward evening the Russians exploded a mine under 

one of the bast ions of Arab Tabiassi . As at that t ime they could not yet have 

arrived at the cres t of the glacis, this mine could not have been very ac-

30 curately laid. The dis tances, as well as the line of shortest resis tance, must 

have been wrongly calculated, and, accordingly, when the mine sprung, so 

far from injuring the Turkish defenses, i t exploded backward and over

whelmed the Russian t renches with a hail of s tones and ear th . But here the 

storming columns were assembled ready for an assault , and the effect of this 

35 hail of s tones among them may be readily imagined. H o w far the Russians 

succeeded in effectually blockading the for tress , is shown by the fact tha t 

on this day 5,000 Turkish irregulars from Rasgrad wes t of Silistria made their 

way into the besieged town. 

F r o m the 4th to the 8th of June the t renches against the Arab Tabiassi were 

40 continued. The Russians arrived at the glacis, [and] pushed a sap boldly 

forward toward its crest , which was very poorly supported however by the 
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fire of their artillery. They commenced sinking a mine be low the ditch and 

pushed i t under the scarp of the bastion. While this was going on Marshal 

Pashkiewitch on the 9th again made one of his inexplicable displays of a rmed 

force in a grand reconnoissance against the for tress , consisting of 31 battal

ions , 40 squadrons , and 114 field pieces. What he expected to gain by this 5 
exhibition nobody can tell. I t looks like one of those displays volunteered 

only in the hope of some chance offering itself for doing something serious, 

or at least to impress your enemy with the not ion tha t you are irresistible. 

But no such effect was produced upon the Turks . On the contrary , they sent 

forth 4,000 cavalry, who , according to the Russian bulletin were dreadfully 10 
beaten; Nasmyth , however , asserts that they brought in sixty Russian horses 

t aken in the affray. At the same t ime, Pashkiewitch instead of reconnoitering 

something to his advantage, was , according to the repor t , himself recon-

noitered by a Turkish cannon-ball , which pu t him hors de combat and neces

sitated his being t ranspor ted to Jassy. 15 

On the 10th the siege was at its crisis. T h e grand mine, Schilder 's last hope , 

was sprung. It produced indeed a practicable b reach in the front bast ion of 

Arab Tabiassi . The Russian columns advanced to the assaul t ; but , as they 

might have expected, the Turks had long since made a coupure or second 

parape t with a ditch, a little to the rear of the main wall , and the Russians 20 
on coming up found themselves arrested and exposed to murderous fire. 

N o w , when the advance on an assaulting column is once brought to a stand, 

that column is bea ten ; for the fire of the enemy covered behind ramparts 

and supported by artillery, at a distance where every shot tells, forces it to 

re t rea t in a very few minutes. The Russians, therefore , h a d to make the bes t 25 
of the way back across the breach, and were followed by the Turks , w h o 

pursued them as far as the Russian t renches and des t royed par t of the siege 

works . This assault was the last serious enterprise of the Russ ians against 

Silistria. If the siege was apparently and nominally cont inued until orders 

for the raising of it arrived, it was merely to save appearances . On the 12th 30 
the b lockade was so little sustained that Eu ropean officers from Shumla had 

no difficulty in entering the for tress . 

The Russians had opened their t renches in the low ground on the 19th of 

May. Their bat ter ies against Arab Tabiassi , seven in number , commenced 

work on the 22d. Fifteen more guns were brought up against tha t fort on the 35 
following day. Still the regular a t tack against Arab Tabiassi did not t ake 

place, according to the Russian account , until the 31st of May . This appears 

to indicate that the batteries erected on the 21st and 22d merely did the office 

of a first parallel, and were armed with heavy field p ieces , for the purpose 

of enfilading the fort. F r o m May 31 to June 10 the Russian bat ter ies advanced 40 
within one hundred yards of the fort, tha t is from the first to the third parallel, 
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at the foot of the glacis. Nei ther was the glacis c rowned, nor were trenching 

batteries erec ted; but , as before stated, a sap was pushed up the slope of the 

glacis, in order to sink the shaft of the mine at its top . As we learn from all 

repor ts that Arab Tabiassi was hardly more than a field fortification, of large 

5 proport ions but little permanent strength, the conduct of its defenders , 

composed of four battalions and 500 irregulars under Husse in Pasha , cer

tainly deserves the highest praise. Nine days of distant cannonading, eleven 

days of open t renches , two mines and four or five assaults , all ending in the 

discomfiture of the enemy, we remember no other instance in the history 

10 of war where a mere outwork , of such construct ion as Arab Tabiassi, has 

stood so much. The instances coming nearest to i t are the defense of Colberg 

by the Prussians in 1807, and of Danzig by the F rench in 1813. 

I t has seemed very surprising that during the whole siege nothing was done 

by Omer Pasha to support or relieve so impor tant a place. F rom his letter 

15 addressed to Sami Pasha, the Governor of Widdin, we learn, however , tha t 

he was actually preparing to succor Silistria when the Russians withdrew to 

the left side of the Danube . " Y o u k n o w , " says this letter, " tha t I had collected 

all our forces in front of Shumla, and tha t I was preparing to march to the 

relief of the place. Six regiments of cavalry and three bat ter ies had already 

20 left Shumla for this destination. The Russians , having gained information of 

this movement , have wi thdrawn precipitately over to the left bank, with the 

whole of their artillery. During the forty days they invested the place, the 

Russians lost 25,000 men killed." 

Wha t the Russians are now about to do i t is impossible to decide. Ac-

25 cording to some Vienna papers , they purpose to take up a position behind 

the Buseo , but the same papers pre tend that i t is the fear of Austr ia which 

drives them back, and the Buseo is equally outflanked by Austria. If the 

Russians t ry to hold Moldavia, they would be outflanked by Austr ia from 

Galicia and the Bukovina. But a timely junct ion of the Russian t roops in 

30 Poland with the late Danubian army in Podolia and Volhynia would again 

outflank Austr ia and expose the nor th-eas tern par t of Galicia as far as the 

Saan and the Dniester. 

Abstaining, for a moment , from political considerat ions, and supposing 

Austr ia to be ready to join with the allied forces in an a t tack upon Russia, 

35 mat ters would stand thus : Austr ia could bring into the field from 200,000 to 

250,000 men to join the allies, who themselves dispose of about 100,000 to 

120,000 Turks , and 60,000 Anglo-French t roops . To these forces Russia could 

oppose the four corps of the Danubian a rmy, with their reserves , amounting, 

after due deduct ion on account of losses , to about 200,000 men . The second 

40 corps , commanded by Paniutin, and the three cavalry reserve corps , with 

some further infantry reserves , and reënforcements by fresh levies, might 
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together amount to 180,000 men ; so that the entire military strength of Russia 

would be composed of 350,000 men, from which the garr isons necessary for 

guarding the Crimea and parts of Southern Russia would have to be deducted. 

This would still leave the guards, the grenadiers , and the first a rmy corps 

disposable for the defense of Poland and the Baltic provinces—not to speak 5 

of the Finnish corps of about 15,000 men . Everyth ing considered, the dis

c repancy be tween the relative belligerent forces would no t be so great as 

to forbid Russia from calculating on modera te success , if she would restr ict 

herself to a proper defense. 

If Austr ia, as the latest diplomatic news and her total inactivity on the 10 

Moldavian frontier appear to indicate, has no other intent ion but to interfere 

be tween the belligerents, then we may safely assume that there is no chance 

of anything occurring in the course of the year in either Moldavia or Bessara

bia. 
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The Details of the Insurrection at Madrid-

The Austro-Prussian Summons— 

The New Austrian Loan—Wallachia 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4136, 21. Juli 1854 

From. Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, July 7, 1854. 

The news we receive of the military insurrect ion at Madrid continues to be 

of a very contradictory and fragmentary character . All the Madrid tele-

5 graphic dispatches are , of course , Government s ta tements , and of the same 

quest ionable faith as the bulletins published in the Gaceta. A review of the 

scanty materials at hand is consequent ly all I can give you. It will be recol

lected that O'Donnell was one of the generals banished by the Queen in 

February ; that he refused to obey, secreted himself in Madrid, and from his 

10 hiding place kept up secret cor respondence with the garrison of Madrid, and 

particularly with Gen . Dulce , the Inspector-General of the Cavalry. The 

Government were aware of his sojourn at Madrid, and on the 27th June , at 

night, Gen. Blaser, the Minister of War , and Gen . Lara , the Captain-General 

of N e w Castile, received warnings of an intended outbreak under the 

15 leadership of Gen. Dulce. Nothing, however , was done to prevent or stifle 

the insurrect ion in its germ. On the 28th, therefore , Gen. Dulce found no 

difficulty in assembling about 2,000 cavalry under pre tex t of a review, and 

to march with them out of the town, accompanied by O'Donnell , with the 

intention of kidnapping the Queen , then staying at the Escurial . The design 

20 failed, however , and the Queen arrived at Madrid on the 29th, at tended by 

Count San Luis , the President of the Council , and held a review, while the 

insurgents took up quarters in the environs of the capital. They were joined 

by Colonel Echague and 400 men of the Regiment "P r ince , " who brought 

along the regimental cash-bag containing 1,000,000 francs. A column com-

25 posed of seven battal ions of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, one de

tachment of mounted gendarmerie, and two bat ter ies of artillery left Madrid 

on the evening of the 29th ins t., under command of General Lara , in order 

to meet the rebels quar tered at the Venta del Espíritu Santo and the village 

of Vicalvaro. A batt le took place on the 30th be tween the two armies, of 
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which we have received three accounts—the official one addressed by 

General La ra to the Minister of War , published in the Gaceta ; the second 

published by the Messager de Bayonne, and the third a repor t from the 

Madrid correspondent of the Indépendance Belge, an eye-witness of the 

affair. The first named report , which may be found in all the L o n d o n papers , 5 

is easily disposed of, General La ra stating at one t ime tha t he at tacked the 

insurgents , and at another that they charged him, making pr isoners in one 

place and losing them in another , claiming the victory and returning to 

Madrid— enfin, leaving the insurgents masters of the field, bu t covering it 

wi th the dead of the " e n e m y , " while pretending himself to have only thirty 10 

wounded . 

The following is the version of the Messager de Bayonne: 
" O n the 30th June , at 4 A.M., Gen. Quesada left Madrid at the head of 

two brigades, in order to at tack the rebel t roops . The affair lasted but a short 

t ime, Gen. Quesada being vigorously repulsed. Gen. Blaser , the Minister of 15 

War , having assembled the whole garrison of Madrid"—which, by the way, 

consis ts of about 7,000 or 8,000 men—"made a sortie, in his turn at 7 o 'clock 

in the evening. A combat immediately commenced , and las ted almost without 

interrupt ion until evening. The infantry, threa tened by the numerous cavalry 

of the insurgents , formed in squares. Col. Garrigó, at t he head of some 20 

escadrons, charged one of these squares so vigorously as to b reak it through, 

bu t was received by the fire of a masked bat tery of five guns, the grapeshot 

of which dispersed his escadrons. Col. Garrigó fell into the hands of the 

Queen ' s t roops , bu t Gen. O'Donnell lost not a moment in rallying his squad

rons , and threw liimself so vehement ly on the infantry that he shook their 25 

r anks , delivered Col. Garrigó, and seized the five pieces of artillery. The 

Queen ' s t roops having suffered this check, retired to Madrid , where they 

arrived at 8 o 'clock in the evening. One of their Generals , Messina, was 

slightly wounded . There was a great number of dead and wounded on both 

sides in their murderous engagements ." 30 

We come now to the repor t of the Indépendance, da ted Madrid , 1st July, 

which seems to be the most t rus tworthy: 

" T h e Venta del Espíri tu Santo and Vicalvaro were the theater of a murder

ous combat , in which the t roops of the Queen were repulsed this side the 

Fonda de la Alegría. Three squares successively formed on different points , 35 

were spontaneously dissolved by order of the Minister of War. A fourth was 

formed beyond the Retiro. Ten squadrons of insurgents commanded by 

Generals O'Donnel l and Dulce in person, a t tacked it in the center (?) while 

guerrillas took it in the flank (?).—(it is difficult to conceive wha t this cor

respondent unders tands by center] and flanki a t tacks on a square).—Twice 40 

the insurgents came to close fighting wi th the artillery bu t were repulsed by 
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the grape-shot poured upon them. The insurrectionists evidently intended 
seizing some pieces of artillery placed in each of the corners of the square. 
Night having approached in the meant ime, the governmental forces retired 
in échelons on the gate of Alcalá, where a squadron of the cavalry that had 

5 remained faithful was suddenly surprised by a de tachment of insurrectionist 
lancers who had concealed themselves behind the Plaza de toros. In the midst 
of the confusion produced by this unexpected at tack, the insurrectionists 
seized four pieces of artillery that had remained behind. The loss was nearly 
equal on bo th sides. The insurgent cavalry suffered much from the grape-

10 shot , bu t their lances have almost exterminated the regiment de la Reina 
Gobernadora , and the mounted gendarmerie. La tes t accounts inform us tha t 
the insurrectionists received reënforcements from Toledo and Valladolid. 
There is even a rumor afloat that General Narvaez is expected to-day at 
Vallecas where he is to be received by Generals Dulce, O'Donnell , Ros de 

15 Olano and Armero . Trenches have been opened at the gate of Atocha. 
Crowds of curious are thronging the railway stat ion whence the advance 
posts of General O'Donnell may be perceived. All the gates of Madrid are , 
however , rigorously watched.****. 

Three O'Clock P.M., same Day—The insurgents occupy the place of 
20 Vallecas, three English miles from Madrid, in considerable force. The 

Government expected today the t roops from the provinces , especially the 
battalion del Rey. If we are to believe the most recent information, this force 
had joined the insurgents. 

Four P.M.—At this moment almost the whole garrison leaves Madrid in the 
25 direction of Vallecas, in order to meet the insurgents w h o show the greatest 

confidence. The shops are closed. The Guard of the jReiiroand generally of 
all Government offices have been armed in has te . I hear at this moment tha t 
some companies of the garrison yes terday joined the insurgents. The Madrid 
garrison is commanded by Gen. Campuzano , w h o was falsely stated to have 

30 gone over to the insurgents, Gen . Vis ta Hermosa , and Blaser, the Minister 
of War. Till now no reënforcements have come to the support of the Govern
ment ; but the 4th Regiment of the line and the 1st Cavalry are said to have 
left Valladolid and to be marching in all haste upon Madrid. The same is 
assured with respect to the garrison of Burgos , commanded by Gen . Turon. 

35 Last ly , Gen. Rivero has left Saragossa with imposing forces. More bloody 
encounters are , therefore, to be expec ted . " 

Up to the 6th inst. no papers or let ters had arrived from Madrid. The 
Moniteur alone has the following laconic dispatch, dated Madrid, t he 4th of 
July: 

40 "Tranquill i ty cont inues to reign at Madrid and in the p rov inces . " 
A private dispatch states that the insurgents are at Aranjuez. If the batt le 
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anticipated for the 1st inst, by the cor respondent of the Indépendance, had 

resul ted in a victory of the Government , there would be wanting neither 

le t ters , nor papers , nor bulletins. Notwithstanding tha t the state of siege had 

been proclaimed at Madrid, the Clamor Público, the Nación, the Diario, the 

España, and the Época had reappeared without previous notice to the 5 

Government , whose fiscal informed them of this dismal fact. Among the 

persons arrested at Madrid are named Messrs . Antonio Guillermo Moreno 

and José Manuel Collado, bankers . A warran t was issued against Sijora 

Sevillano, Marqués de Fuentes de Duero , a part icular friend of Marshal 

Narvaez . Mess rs . M o n and Pidal are placed under surveillance. 10 

It would be premature to form an opinion on the general character of this 

insurrect ion. I may say, however , that i t does not seem to proceed from the 

Progressis ta par ty , as Gen. San Miguel, their soldier, remains quiet at Madrid. 

F r o m all the repor ts i t seems, on the contrary, tha t Na rvaez is a t the bo t tom 

of it, and that Queen Christina, whose influence had of late m u c h decreased 15 

through the Queen ' s favorite Count San Luis , is no t entirely a stranger to 

it. 

There is perhaps no country, except Turkey, so little known to , and so 

falsely judged by Europe as Spain. The number less local pronunciamentos 

and military rebellions have accustomed Europe to view it on a level wi th 20 

Imperial R o m e at the e ra of the praetorians. This is quite as superficial an 

error as was commit ted in the case of Turkey, by those who fancied the life 

of the nat ion extinct because its official history for the last century consisted 

only of palace-revolutions and Janissary émeutes. T h e secret of this fallacy 

lies in the simple fact that historians, instead of viewing the resources and 25 

strength of these peoples in their provincial and local organization, have 

d rawn at the source of their Cour t a lmanacs. The movements of wha t we 

are used to call the Sta te , have so little affected the Spanish people , tha t they 

were quite content to leave that restr icted domain to the alternative passions 

and pet ty intrigues of Cour t minions, soldiers, adventurers , and a few 30 

so-called s ta tesmen, and they have had little cause to repent themselves of 

their indifference. The character of modern Spanish history deserving to 

receive a very different appreciat ion than it has until n o w experienced. I will 

take an opportuni ty to t reat this subject in one of my nex t le t ters . This much 

I may yet remark in this place, tha t little surprise ought to be felt, if a general 35 

movement should now arise in the Peninsula from a mere military rebellion, 

since the late financial decrees of the Government have conver ted the tax-

gatherer into a mos t efficient revolutionary propagandist . 

Austr ia holds at this moment the balance of war. If she has not yet marched 

her t roops into Wallachia, it is only because she awaited the reply of the 40 

Empero r of Russia . The electric telegraph repor ts that Gorchakoff has now 
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arrived at Vienna, the bearer of a disagreeable answer . For the first t ime the 

Austro-Prussian summons , dispatched on June 3d, has been published in the 

Kölnische Zeitung. The principal passages in the Austr ian summons are the 

following: "The Emperor of Russia weighing in his wisdom all these con-

5 siderations, will appreciate the value which the Empero r of Austr ia must 

a t tach to a discontinuance of the advance of the Russian army in the Trans-

danubian countr ies , and to the obtaining from him positive indications as to 

the epoch, i t is to be hoped not very distant, w h e n the occupat ion of the 

Principalities shall come to an end. The Empero r Nicholas , we are far from 

10 doubting it, desires peace ; he will therefore consider the means of bringing 

to an end a state of things tending every day more to become a source of 

internal trouble to Austria and Germany. We are sure that he will not drive 

the Emperor Francis Joseph to the necessi ty of considering for himself the 

means of saving his interests , so much compromised by the present situation, 

15 by prolonging indefinitely this occupat ion, or by attaching such condit ions 

to the evacuat ion which i t would be impossible for us to obta in ." 

The Prussian note destined to support the Austr ian " s u m m o n s " terminates 

as follows: 

"The King hopes that the Emperor will consent to place the quest ion at 

20 dispute on a ground offering a practical issue, in order to facilitate a satis

factory solution, by abridging and circumscribing the general action of bo th 

part ies. Our august master hopes , therefore , tha t the present step will meet , 

on the par t of the Emperor of Russia, with a recept ion similar in spirit to 

that which inspired it, and that the answer which we and the Cabinet of 

25 Vienna expect , with an interest corresponding to its importance , will be of 

a character to allow the King to wi thdraw from the painful necessit ies which 

would be imposed upon him by his duty and by his engagements . " 

H e s s , the generalissimo of the Oriental a rmy, will establish his head

quar ters at Czeraswitz . The Soldatenfreund of Vienna gives the following 

30 biography of General H e s s : 

"Feldzeugmeister von Hess was born at Vienna in 1788; in 1805 he entered 

the regiment Gyulay as ensign, was l ieutenant of the staff at the end of 1815, 

and appointed lieutenant-colonel and military commissary at Turin in 1822. 

Colonel since 1829, he became in 1831 quar termaster of the mobile corps of 

35 Uppe r Italy. In 1842 he obtained the rank of l ieutenant-marshal , and was 

chief of the staff of Radetzky ' s a rmy in 1848. To him must be ascribed the 

plan of the march upon Mantua , Cur ta tone and Vicenza in 1848, and that 

of the short campaign of 1849, terminating with the ba tüe of Nova ra . " 

With regard to the avowed intentions of Austr ia in the occupat ion of 

40 Wallachia, I will quote from Austr ian journals . 

The Oherpostamts-Zeitung of Frankfurt , organ of the Austr ian embassy 

at the Bundestag remarks : 
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" B y its geographical position, Austr ia is obliged to work in the mos t 

effective manner at the reëstabl ishment of peace , by actually separating, 

through the occupat ion of the Principalities, the belligerent part ies , and 

interposing be tween them at the most important place. If t he Russians retire 

behind the Pruth , the Turks and their allies cannot then cross the Danube . 5 

If we take further into account that bo th part ies have gained one experience 

and lost one illusion—the Russians having lost the delusion of their military 

predominance and the marit ime powers that of the omnipotence of their 

fleets—it is clear that the actual situation renders the resumpt ion of peace 

negotiations almost inevitable." 10 

The Lloyd, in its turn, observes : 

" T h e disputed Terri tory, viz. the Principalities, would be left to the protec

t ion of a neutral power. A Turkish army could not t ake up a position on the 

banks of the Pruth . An armed mediator would stand be tween the forces of 

the wes te rn powers and those of Russia, and would prevent a collision in 15 

the Danubian Principalities. Thus there would be , in point of fact, an armis

tice on the most important theater of war. If, indeed, the possibility of peace 

still exists , this measure might promote it. There can be no doubt entertained 

either at St. Petersburg or e lsewhere, bu t that the determinat ion of Austr ia 

to occupy the Principalities has been adopted with a view to peace , and that 20 

at the same t ime i t is the last step which can be t aken for the prevent ion of 

a general wa r . " 

The last and mos t curious article in this line occurs in the Spenersche 

Zeitung published at Berlin: 

" I t is confirmed that the embassadors of the four great powers will hold 25 

a new Conference at Vienna, firstly with a view to take cognizance of the 

convent ion of Austr ia with the Por te , and to declare i t to be in conformance 

with the anterior protocols of the Conference; and secondly to come to a 

mutual unders tanding as to the manner in which the principles established 

by the Vienna Protocol of 9th April may be so modified as to serve for the 30 

posit ive basis of the future preliminaries, not of war , bu t of p e a c e . " 

In the meant ime Austr ia has profited by these contingencies to project a 

new loan, of which the following are the t e rms of its official announce

ment : 

" 1. The amount of the loan is provisionally fixed at from 350 to 500 millions 35 

of florins. If t he subscriptions reach this sum, the payments are to be effected 

during three , four, or five years , according to the amount of the sub

scription. 

2. The rate of emission is fixed at 95 in b a n k paper . 

3. The interest to be at 5 per cent. , paid in real coin. 40 

4. The subscription is no forced one , the Imperial Government being about 
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to appeal , through the const i tuted authorit ies of all provinces , to the patri

otism of the subjects of the State . 

5. The loan will be employed to pay the State debt to the Bank, to the 

amount of 80 millions, with a view of thus restoring the value of the Bank 

5 paper . The surplus (it is very ingenious to call four-fifths of the whole a 

surplus) will be employed as resource for the budgets of coming y ea r s . " 

The Lloyd, of course , assures that this grand financial operat ion now 

contemplated (and almost for the first time!) mus t and will do away with the 

existing depreciat ion of the Austr ian currency. Your readers will not have 

10 forgotten that it was this pretext which in t roduced almost every Austr ian 

loan in this century. There are some points , however , in this grand operat ion 

which they might not hit upon, as they are carefully omit ted from the above 

announcement . On this score The Globe of last evening remarks : 

"This loan will be nat ional; i.e. every tax-payer will be called upon to 

15 subscribe in proport ion of the amount of taxes he pays . For the present some 

moral compulsion will be employed to precede positive compulsion. In point 

of fact, therefore, the measure amounts to the raising of an additional sum 

of taxes at once , with the promise that this particular sum shall be repa id ." 

It is curious what resemblance this grand operat ion bears in point of its 

20 pretexts as well as in point of execution, with the late Spanish decrees that 

now prelude to a revolution. 

In my last letter I called your at tention to the rights and posit ion of the 

Wallachian people, in opposit ion to the diplomatic quarrels pretending to 

originate in their violation. A repor t has jus t appeared in the Paris Siècle, 

25 of M. Barbu Bibescu, prefect of Mehedintzi , in Litt le Wallachia, addressed 

to the Foreign Minister of the Por te , in which at length we hear a voice 

raised for the people of the Principalities t rea ted with such shameful indif

ference by the "defenders of civilization." I t commences wi th stating tha t 

" T h e Russians, to avenge themselves of the pass ive resistance of a com-

30 pletely disarmed people , abandoned themselves to the mos t abominable acts 

of cruelty and dilapidation on their re t reat from Little Wallachia. They have 

carried away the cash in the public ches t s , the seals and the archives of the 

Administrat ion, and the sacred vessels of the churches . When retiring they 

slaughtered the cattle which the number less requisit ions had spared; and 

35 these cattle they took not away, bu t left to rot , merely to make the people 

feel their cruelty and ha t red ." M. Bibescu remarks with respect to the then 

rumored entrance of the Austr ians into Wallachia, tha t " e v e n a benevolent 

foreign a rmy is always burdensome for the country i t occupies . " He says 

tha t Wallachia does no t want the Austr ians ; tha t i t is able to furnish a con-

40 tingent of 50,000 men, drilled in a rms and disciplined. In each of the seven

teen depar tments of Wallachia there are at this moment 3,000 gendarmerie, 
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wood-keepers , game-keepers and ancient soldiers, w h o require only arms 

and to hear the drums beat , when they would burs t u p o n the Russians. He 

concludes in the following words : 

" I t is arms we want ; i f there be not enough in your arsenals , the many 

factories in France , England and Belgium do not want them, and we are ready 5 

to pay for them. Arms ! and again a rms, Excel lency, and before three months 

there will no t remain one single Russian in the Principalities, and the Sublime 

Porte will find a force of 100,000 Roumans as eager as the Osmanlis to pursue 

and punish their common and implacable enemy . " 

The poor Prefect of Mehedintzi does not unders tand that it is precisely 10 

for prevent ing them to have arms, and along with the Osmanlis to pursue 

and punish the Russians that Austr ia subjects the Wallachians to her occupa

tion. 

Sir Charles Napier , say the Cockney papers , is trying to make the Czar ' s 

Admirals c o m e out from Cronstadt , and to leave the protect ion of the granite- 15 

walls behind which they " t r emb le" before the Anglo-French fleet. But why 

don ' t the English sailors come out from their wooden walls and fight the 

Russians on their element, the land? Be it observed , that in spite of the 

English bravadoes , the Russians came out from Sevastopol , and " d a m a g e d " 

the Fury. 20 

Baraguay d'Hilliers has been appointed commander of a division of t roops 

to be embarked for the Baltic, the depar ture of which is fixed for the 14th 

inst. ; England is to furnish the t ransports for 6,000 men . An equal number 

of t roops with one field bat tery will be embarked on board the French ships. 

If we add to these numbers that of the marine-soldiers commanded by 25 

Col. Fieron, the effective of the whole Baltic division will amount to from 

13,000 to 14,000 men , while at the same time the embarkat ion of t roops for 

the Black Sea from Marseilles has not yet ceased; the p rocess of disarming 

France having apparently not yet reached the desired point of " sa fe ty . " 

Karl Marx. 30 
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F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, July 14, 1854. 

Sir Charley has quietly re turned from Cronstadt , with no other killed or 

wounded than some of his gallant ta rs carried off by the cholera. To keep 

5 the public in good humor , the same farce is now to be repeated before 

Sevastopol , fifty sail of the combined fleets having been seen at Odessa, 

"making d i rec t" for that place. 

The embarkat ion of the French t roops from Calais , fixed for this day, has 

been adjourned until the 20th inst., in order, i t is said, to await the de-

10 velopment of events in Spain. 

General Budberg has forced upon the inhabitants of the Principalities an 

address expressing their thanks to the Empero r Nicholas for the occupat ion 

of their country , and for its defense against the "cruel and barbarous Turk . " 

The Euphra tes , which left Constant inople on the 5th and arrived at Marseilles 

15 on the 13th inst., brings the important news tha t the Dobrodja has not at all 

been evacuated by the Russ ians , and that the " i l lustr ious" Reshid 

(wretched) Pasha has resumed the office of Foreign Minister. 

I t is s tated from Cracow, July 8, tha t Pr ince Pashkiewitch has arrived at 

Cast le Hornel, on his estates in Li thuania , and tha t he is not to take any more 

20 par t in the present campaign. It is added that no t only himself, but also his 

plan of campaign, has been given up , and this is the more probable as the 

Russian t roops already in re t reat to Moldavia have been ordered forward 

again by Prince Gorchakoff, who is said to be collecting a strong force in 

front of Bucharest . The present position of the Russian t roops is, therefore , 

25 as follows : their right wing on the Upper Ja lomnitza , leaning with its ex t reme 

on the Transylvanian Alps, where they occupy the Temesher Pass wi th 

twenty-four pieces of heavy artillery; their center extending from Fokshani 

to Buchares t ; their left, under Lüde r s , at Brai low; and their ex t reme left, 

under Uschakoff, in the Dobrodja. 
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The latest news from the theater of war states that the Turks have crossed 

the Danube in force, (40,000, including 12,000 allies,) and that they have 

occupied Giurgevo. French journals repor t that the Russ ian establ ishment 

a t the Sulina mouth has been bombarded and des t royed by the s teamers 

de tached from the combined fleet, but this news is probably to be classed 5 

with the hoax about the second bombardment and dest ruct ion of Bomarsund 

in the Baltic. The operat ions of Marshal St. Arnaud in the E a s t seem to have 

inspired the Tuileries with some dread, lest they might be on too grand a scale. 

At least , i t is said that the French Government has dispatched a special 

superintendent—of course , a financial one—to control his excess of zeal (son 10 

excès de zèle). 
In Italy, a strange exci tement has taken hold bo th of the Governments and 

the people. Gen. La Marmora, the Piedmontese Minister of War , has ordered 

the format ion of military camps in Savoy, at St. Maur ice , at Alessandria , and 

even in the Is land of Sardinia. A great number of soldiers on unlimited leave 15 

have been recalled under a rms. Simultaneously the for t resses of Alessandria 

and Casale are being provisioned. Marshal Radetzky , on the other hand, has 

likewise ordered the formation of a camp be tween Verona and Volta, where 

more than 20,000 t roops are daily exercised in the operat ions of war on a 

small scale, (petite guerre.) Troubles occasioned by the dearness of provi- 20 

sions have taken place at Codogno, Casale, Puster lengo, and in some Lom-

bardian towns . Abou t two hundred persons have been arres ted and conveyed 

to Mantua . According to letters from Naples , numerous arrests had been 

made there as well as in Sicily, where the son of Coun t Caraffa has been 

imprisoned. King Bomba is taking extraordinary measures for a rmaments 25 

by land and sea. He has ordered the fortress of Gae ta to be pu t in readiness 

for all eventuali t ies. All Europe has been declared pest iferous by him, and 

a strict quarant ine is established for all vessels arriving. All shipping from 

Portugal , Glasgow and the Sardinian States , are subjected to a quarant ine 

of ten days ; that of Tuscany and the Roman Sta tes , seven days . Almost every 30 

other count ry being already subject to similar restr ict ions, t he free arrival 

of any ship at all is a rare exception. Foreign cor respondence by land is 

subjected to all t he measures of precaut ion observed with regard to arrivals 

from pest iferous countr ies . Communicat ion with the Papal States is still 

carr ied on by Monte Casino and Sora, and by the Abruzzi , bu t a sanitary 35 

cordon is about to be established along the whole frontier. 

The last mail due from Madrid, via Bordeaux , had no t arrived at Paris up 

to yes terday evening. The royal t roops are stated to be still in pursuit of the 

rebels , to have reached them, and to be on the point of cutt ing them to pieces . 

We were told in the first instance, that the rebels were on their f l ight to 40 

Es t remadura , in order to gain the Por tuguese frontier. N o w we hear they are 
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on the way to Andalusia, a c i rcumstance which shows no very great de

termination on their par t to expatr iate themselves so soon. According to 

private letters Gen. Serrano has joined them with 300 cavalry, while the 

Gaceta p re tends that he joined them single-handed. At Madrid i t was 

5 rumored that the King 's regiment (del Rey,) had gone over to the insurgents. 

The cor respondent of The Morning Chronicle adds tha t they were joined 

besides by 200 officers of all a rms , several companies of the regiments 

stationed at Toledo, and two battal ions of volunteers from Madrid. The 

Gaceta announces that the division ordered to pursue the rebels left Madrid 

10 on the evening of the 5th, being composed of three brigades of infantry, one 

of cavalry, two bat ter ies of artillery, one company of engineers, and one 

de tachment of the workmen of the military administrat ion. I t set ou t under 

command of Gen. Vista Hermosa , who was replaced, however , on the fol

lowing day by Gen. Blaser, the Minister of War . A royal decree of 7th July 

15 intrusts the ministry of War to Gen. San R o m a n during the absence of Blaser. 

The Gaceta states that the division above ment ioned was at Tembleque , and 

proceeding in the direction of Ciudad Real by the valley of the Guadiana. 

On the same day, Blaser published a proclamat ion to the soldiers and non

commissioned officers in the rebel army, inviting them to re turn to their 

20 s tandards , and promising them full pa rdon in the name of the Queen. We 

read the following in the Messager de Bayonne: 

"According to the latest news we have received, Gen. O'Donnell made a 

movement in the direction of Valdepeñes . The vanguard of the royal a rmy 

was assembled at Tembleque . Gen. O'Donnel l is employing his leisure in 

25 exercising his little army, composed of 2,000 horse , six pieces of artillery, 

and 800 infantry." 

The proclamations of O'Donnel l and Dulce are of a different character , 

the one appealing to the Consti tut ion of 1837, the other to the ancient 

Castilian right of insurrection against monarchs guilty of having b roken the 

30 coronation-oath. A new feature is the formation of republican guerrillas in 

Valencia. Under date of 6th inst., a communicat ion has been received to the 

effect that some towns and villages have r isen against the Government , 

among others Alcira, Xat iva and Carlet . Orozco , a retired Colonel, has 

entered the last-named town at the head of an armed band, confiscated all 

35 fire-arms, and invited the inhabitants by proclamat ion to join the movement . 

The Government sent off de tachments of cavalry, infantry and civil guard, 

to suppress the insurrections in Valencia. 

The Indépendance Belge gives quite a new version of the Russian note 

addressed to Austria and Prussia. According to this paper , which may be 

40 regarded as the pr ivate Moniteur of the retired Russian diplomatists at 

Brussels , the Russian note was not addressed directly to the Austr ian Cabi-
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net , bu t to Prince Gorchakoff, who left a copy with M. de Buoi , expressing 

the belief tha t Austria, while demanding the evacuat ion of the Principalities 

by the Russ ians , only meant to propose an armist ice, since i t could not be 

her wish to expose the retreating Russian armies to an a t tack of the allied 

forces . The Austr ian meaning, accordingly, mus t have b e e n a suspension of 5 

arms. Turks , English and French would then have to abstain from all forward 

movemen t s and from every act of fresh hostility to Russia . As to the evacu

ation of the Principalities by the Russian t roops , the note dwells on the 

absolute necessi ty for Russia of maintaining certain strategical points in 

those provinces while attending the conclusion of peace , as she would other- 10 

wise be placed in too disadvantageous a posit ion with regard to the armies 

of the allies. On the other hand, the note protes ts against any supposed 

intention of threatening Austr ia by the said strategical occupat ion. Proceed

ing from these promises , the note expresses the disposition of R u s s i a t e enter 

upon new negotiations of peace , to be on the following bas is : The integrity 15 

of the Ot toman empire, which the Russian Government has never intended 

to injure; the equality be tween the Christian and Mussu lman subjects of the 

Por te , such as it is unders tood in the protocol of April 9; finally, the revision 

of the convent ions referring to the Straits. The note admits a common protec

tora te of the powers over the Christians of Turkey ; bu t with regard to the 20 

Russ ian protectora te of the Greek Christ ians, the article in the Indépendance 

confesses tha t some vague phrases are a t tached to i t which would give 

sufficient latitude for diverging interpretations. Pr ince Gorchakoff, it is said, 

speaks even in a more subdued tone than the note itself. His dispatch does 

not contain the last word of Russia; he may be authorized to go further, with 25 

a view of enabling Austria to enter into fresh negotiations. On the 9th inst., 

however , the Vienna Cabinet had not yet come to a decision. " N o w , " says 

the Indépendance, or rather Baron Brunnow, " w e must not conceal from 

ourselves that whatever the dispositions at St. Pe tersburg might be , a single 

incident, an actual act of war, an a t tack against Cronstadt , or what is more 30 

probable , against Sevastopol , and even the occupat ion of the Aland Isles by 

the Anglo-French, mus t necessarily modify those disposit ions, and give 

more force to the par ty opposed to any concess ion ." 

At all events , this Russian note has satisfied Prussia , which considers i t 

as a sort of escape into new negotiations, and as a means of preventing the 35 

Austr ians from entering Wallachia. The Moniteur itself admits that the 

object ions raised by Prussia against this Austr ian ent rance have produced 

the fresh hesi tat ion evinced by the Court of Vienna. On the other hand, we 

are told in the sanctimonious Morning Chronicle tha t " i t was urged from 

Berlin, tha t the contingent duty with which the Cour t of Berlin charged itself, 40 

of protect ing the Austr ian terri tory from invasion, entitled i t to protes t 
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against any fresh provocat ion of Russ ia ." I t is known, bes ides , that the t reaty 

be tween Austr ia and Prussia was arranged in precisely such a manner as to 

allow either of the powers to stop its military operat ions as long as it should 

not be convinced of the necessi ty of the warl ike steps contemplated by the 

5 other . Thus Austria may appear anxious to act with the wes te rn powers , 

while it finds itself s topped by the remons t rances of Prussia. I , for my part , 

am sure that all these eventualit ies were arranged for long ago by the three 

nor thern powers in common, and tha t even the new difficulties raised against 

Austr ia are only intended to give her occupat ion of Wallachia the appearance 

10 of a heroic opposit ion to Russia. A little sham war , after the fashion of the 

Austro-Prussian war of 1850, may not be excluded from that arrangement , 

as it would only contr ibute to give Austr ia a more decisive vote at the 

conclusion of peace . Be it observed tha t the Austrian Correspondence 

expressly announces tha t Austr ia consents in every point to the policy of 

15 the wes te rn powers , except as to any eventual infringement on the present 

terri tories of Russia. 

In judging the posit ion of Austr ia , i t is impor tant to notice the "Pro tes t 

of the Servian Government against Austr ian occupat ion ," dated June 22, 

which has now been laid before the House of Commons . This protes t is 

20 addressed by the Servian Government to the Sublime Por te . I t begins with 

stating that "according as Austr ia believed the Servian Government to be 

more or less well disposed toward Russia or toward Turkey, she held to i t 

a language corresponding to these sent iments , and constant ly promised i the r 

support for the defense of the frontiers of the Principality against all hostile 

25 aggression." Then took place a very considerable concentrat ion of t roops 

on the frontiers of Servia. The Government of Servia asked for information 

"direct ly from the Cabinet of Vienna, and indirectly from the Sublime Por te , 

as to the object and meaning of this military movement of Austr ia ." Austr ia 

gave evasive declarat ions, while the Por te and the representat ives of the 

30 wes tern powers at Constant inople professed to know nothing about the 

object of the Austr ian demonst ra t ions , and appeared even to part icipate in 

the anxieties and doubts of the Servian Government . " T h e Pasha of Belgrade 

remained wi thout instruct ions, or , to speak more correct ly, he remained 

provided with the old instructions tha t had formerly been given to him, and 

35 in virtue of which he was to consider any military intervention of Austr ia 

in Servia as a hostile a t tempt directed against the Ot toman Empire itself, and 

as such to repel i t with all his power . " Austr ia appearing to lean more and 

more toward the wes tern powers , their agents a t Belgrade began to give 

satisfactory assurances as to the disposition of Austr ia . Simultaneously, the 

40 Cabinet of Vienna informed the Servian Government tha t the military 

measures in quest ion had nothing in them hostile to Servia; tha t Austr ia only 
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intended to protect her own frontiers; and would no t interpose in Servia, 

unless the Russian t roops entered it, or revolts against legitimate authority 

should b reak out the re ; that , consequently, even in tha t case , she would 

interpose as a friend, and with a view to lending assis tance to the Government 

and legitimate authori ty. The Servian Government was not tranquillized with 5 

these assurances of Austria. I t saw, on the one side, Austr ia pretending to 

an arbitrary intervention, and on the other her isolated act ion under pre tense 

of co-operating with the wes tern powers in suppor t of the Ot toman Empire . 

In conclusion, i t suspected her intention to provoke those very disorders 

which she professed to be so anxious to prevent . As the military preparat ions 10 

of Austr ia assumed, day by day, a more threatening aspect , t he Servian 

Government , in concer t with Izzet Pasha , took active steps at Vienna and 

Constant inople for the prevent ion of any combinat ion which should make 

Aust r ia the arbiter of the present destinies of Servia. It is for this object that 

Azziz P a s h a was first sent to Vienna, and is now at Constant inople . At the 15 

same t ime, every measure for the defense of the count ry was taken in concer t 

with the Turkish representat ive. Austr ia holds out two reasons which might 

occasion her intervention in Servia: 1. The ent rance of the Russ ians ; 2. The 

breaking out of an insurrect ion in Servia. The first is absurd, as the theater 

of war is too distant from Servia, and should the Russ ians a t tempt to enter 20 

it, the Servian and Turkish t roops would perfectly suffice to repel them. If 

auxiliary t roops were required, others would be preferable to Austrian. "The 

Servian nat ion has so decided a mistrust, if not a hat red , of Austr ia, tha t the 

en t rance of the Austr ians into Servia would be immediately considered by 

every Servian as so imminent a danger, so great a misfortune, tha t all the 25 

proceedings of the Servians would be directed against the Austr ian t roops , 

all the energy of the nat ion would be employed in resisting those enemies 

in whom is always supposed to be personified tha t cupidity which urges 

Austr ia to seek to exercise in Servia, no matter under wha t pat ronage, a 

selfish inf luence." As to internal insurrections, they are only to be ap- 30 

p rehended in consequence of Austrian intervention. Servia will a lways be 

loyal to the Por te . "All that the Servian Government requires , is to be 

honored hencefor th with the same confidence the Sublime Por te has hi therto 

shown it, and not to see its country given over to Austr ian occupat ion, which 

would be the signal for, and the commencement of, incalculable misfortunes. 35 

On this condition, the Servian Government fully answers for the main

tenance of public tranquillity, of order in Servia ." This pro tes t of the Servians 

is at the same time a fair indication with what enthusiasm the Austr ian 

en t rance into Wallachia is looked forward to by the Wallachian people. 

The neutral or ra ther hostile att i tude of the minor powers toward England 40 

c a n surprise no one who has followed her present acts of war against Russia, 
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w h o considers the marauding expedit ions of the English fleet in the Baltic, 

and the measures that have been taken to disable the t roops a t Varna from 

doing anything in the field, so that even the medical ambulances of the British 

t roops in Turkey have bu t jus t now been sent out by the Himalaya from 

5 Southampton . Sweden, accordingly, has definitely declared her resolution 

to remain neutral , and to abstain from any steps in c o m m o n with the wes tern 

powers , while Denmark and Holland, as members of the German Con

federation, have only assented to the Austr ian communicat ion of May 24, 

on the express understanding tha t nothing bu t absolute neutrali ty and endea-

10 vor s to res tore peace are mean t by it. 

A police case has occurred before the magistrate of Bow-st . , Mr. Jardine, 

which has caused infinitely greater exci tement in L o n d o n than either Bona

par te ' s harangue at Boulogne or Charley 's glorious re t reat f rom Cronstadt . A 

German, named Dr. Pei thmann, having been locked up during four days , was 

15 brought up by warrant and charged with being a pe r son of unsound mind 

and unfit to be at large. Mr. Reynolds , the Solicitor to the Treasury , desired 

the exclusion of the public and the press , and the proceedings were con

ducted accordingly, with the strictest secrecy, in the magistrate 's private 

room. Mr. Otway, M. P. , a friend of [the] defendant , indignantly pro tes ted 

20 against the a t tempt to exclude him from the inquiry, and was subsequently 

admitted, and Mr. Lewis , a lawyer, also demanded and obtained admission 

as the solicitor of the defendant . Mr. Lewis asked why Dr. Pei thmann had 

been confined in a felon's cell four whole days without having been t aken 

before any magistrate. Mr . Jardine replied that two medical gentlemen had 

25 signed certificates as to the insanity of the defendant , upon which he must 

order him to a lunatic asylum. Mr. Lewis offered to produce contrary certifi

ca tes , but Mr. Jardine refused to hear any proposal for adjourning the case , 

as he must ac t upon the certificates before him. Mr . Lewis then said he would 

appeal to a higher tr ibunal, where the case would not be prejudged and bo th 

30 part ies would be heard. He should now advise his client to make no answer 

to the charge, although invited to do so by the magistrate. Mr. Otway protest

ed against the ex parte character of the entire proceedings , and declared he 

would bring the whole mat ter before the House of Commons , by moving for 

the part iculars of Dr . Pe i thmann 's former apprehens ion and committal to a 

35 lunatic asylum. The defendant was removed to Colney Hatch . 

I n o w subjoin t h e s ta tement of Mr. Percival , t he physician who lately re

leased Dr. Pe i thmann from Bedlam, which is given in to-day 's Morning 

Advertiser: 
"Dr . Pei thmann, a German Professor , who has studied at Bonn , Berlin, and 

40 Halle, is the son of a Hanover ian officer, who fought for George III . , and 

died in his service, and step-son of Baron Ripper ta , a Pruss ian Landrath. He 
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came to England about thirty years ago, and, having soon become acquainted 

wi th the disgracefully defective system of educat ion pursued in our public 

schools and colleges, he wen t to Oxford and Cambridge to give lectures on the 

subject . In 1835 he was recommended to the Marquis of N o r m a n b y , and he 

wen t to Ireland under his protect ion. L a d y N o r m a n b y having already a tutor 5 

for L o r d Mulgrave, recommended Dr. P . to an Irish nobleman, to whose two 

sons he became tutor. After seven months , i t was discovered tha t the eldest 

son was deeply at tached to a Saxon maid, servant in the family, and in fact 

tha t she was enceinte by him. His mother applied to Dr. Pe i thmann to assist 

her in getting the girl back to Germany, but the Doc tor refused to interfere. 10 

He left t he family and commenced a course of public lectures at Dublin, when 

about March , 1836, the Saxon girl, delivered of a child on the nobleman 's 

es ta te , came there in a state of great destitution, and soon after informed 

him that she would employ an at torney to commence an act ion for seduction 

against the nobleman 's son, and that he would be subpoenaed as witness. 15 

Dr. Pe i thmann then resolved to call on Col. Phipps , Chamberla in of the 

Marquis of Normanby , and very intimate with tha t nobleman 's family. 

Having repeatedly called upon this Phipps , bro ther of N o r m a n b y , and 

present Secretary of Prince Albert , he got neither answer nor admit tance, 

and was at length taken before Mr. Studdert , a magistrate in Dublin, who on 20 

the evidence of the same Phipps , sent him to a lunatic asylum without any 

certificate for a breach of the peace , in May, 1836. Unde r Lord Normanby ' s 

Vice-Royalty, he was removed to Dean Swift 's Hospi tal , on the certificate 

of a Dr . Ly t ton , which contained, in his opinion, no ground of Pei thmann 's 

insanity. He was released nine months after, th rough the interference of 25 

Dr . Dawson , Dean of St. Pat r ick 's , by whose introduct ion he gave a course 

of lectures before the Royal Society of Dublin, and was engaged in Lord 

For tescue ' s family. On the arrival of Prince Alber t in England, he applied 

to the Prince for the office of a librarian, and permiss ion to carry out his 

school reforms. The Duke of Sussex, after a long interview, ordered his 30 

librarian to give him free access to his library. Subsequent ly he sent in his 

application to Prince Albert , accompanied by his test imonials and by eleven 

volumes published by him. The Prince re turned no answer to his application, 

and Dr . Pei thmann ultimately called to reques t an interview or to have his 

test imonials res tored to him. About this t ime young Oxford fired at the 35 

Queen , and a female came over from Germany with whom the Prince had 
been intimate at Bonn, where he had studied under the same tutor with 

Pei thmann. The Cour t were nervous , and Dr. Pe i thmann ' s pert inacity excited 

suspicion. Repor t was made to the H o m e Secretary, the Marquis of Nor

manby , against whom Pei thmann complained for having had him detained 40 

unjustly in a lunatic asylum in Dublin; and a pol iceman in plain clothes was 
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sent one morning in June , 1840, to fe tch the Doctor from his lodgings at 

Whitehall . Lord Normanby sent for his brother , Col. Phipps , on whose 

test imony the magistrate in a t tendance ordered the Doctor to be removed 

to Bedlam, where he remained confined four teen years . His conduct there 

5 was always exemplary , he was never subject to restraint nor medicine, and 

he employed himself in attaining an improvement of the t rea tment of the 

pat ients , forming classes of such of them as were capable of receiving his 

intruction. When released he peti t ioned on the advice of his friends to the 

Queen, and on Saturday last, conceiving that he might now go anywhere 

10 without exciting apprehension, he went to the royal chapel in Buckingham 

Palace , where he at tended divine service in order to come under the notice 

of the Queen. I t was here tha t he was again a r res ted ." 

Your readers may see from this sample how dangerous i t is in this free 

country to excite the nervousness of the Court , and to become initiated into 

15 the family scandals of the moral English ar is tocracy. 

Karl Marx. 
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A Congress at Vienna—The Austrian Loan-
Proclamations of Dulce and O'Donnell— 

The Ministerial Crisis in Britain 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4147, 3. August 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , July 18, 1854. 

There was a Congress at Vienna on July 13, composed of rather different 

e lements than the late famous Conferences . Count Buoi , the Austr ian Pre

mier, gave a dinner on that day, in honor of Prince Gorchakoff, the Russian 5 

Envoy , whose t a sk i t is to cover the position of Pr ince Gorchakoff, the 

Genera l Commanding in the Principalities. Besides the personnel of the 

Russian Legation, there were present Count Flemming, the representat ive 

of Prussia during the absence of Count Arnim; Gen. Mansbach , Embassador 

of Sweden ; Count Bille-Brahe, Embassador of Denmark ; M. de Heeckeren , 10 

Embassador of Hol land; M. de Wendtland, the expelled Secretary of the 

King of Greece ; lastly, Count O'Sullivan de Grass , Minister of Belgium 

and the senior of the corps diplomatique. He re you have the complete list 

of the persons openly sailing under the Russ ian flag. Bamberg , of course , 

was strongly represented, but the names of its great men have not been 15 

given. 

T h e official English press cannot suppress the uneas iness felt a t t he Aus

trian order for the suspension of Count Coronini 's advance into Wallachia, 

and about the dispatches forwarded to Paris and London , according to which 

Russ ia proposes to accede to the terms of the Protocol of 9th April , as a basis 20 

for negotiations of peace , bu t subject to condit ions. The semi-official Aus

trian Correspondence thinks that , although the Russ ian proposi t ions are not 

quite satisfactory, there is really something in t hem which deserves to be 

t aken into considerat ion by the wes tern powers . The Times, Morning Chron

icle, and Observer suggest as a sort of consolation, tha t it is all the fault of 25 

Prussia. If anything were still wanting to reinforce the impression produced 

by the dinner, the altered position of the Russian t roops would be sufficient 

to p rove how m u c h Russia relies on the intentions of Austr ia . We read in 

the Neue Preussische Zeitung, the Russian Moniteur at Berlin, with respect 

to the latest movements of the Russian t roops in the Principalities: 30 
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" In consequence of an order of Prince Gorchakoff, all that had been 

ordered some days ago has been counte rmanded . The re t reat of the garrison, 

(of Bucharest , ) the evacuat ion of Buchares t had been ordered ; General 

Dannenberg was to leave tha t t own under a few days with the gens d'armene, 

5 and to establish the headquar ters of the rear guard at Fokschani . N o w , in 

conformity with the new orders , the line of Oltenitza, Bucharest , Buseo and 

Fokschani is to be maintained." 

F rom other sources we learn tha t the Russ ian cavalry a re again pushing 

forward on Slatina, to the left of the Aluta. H o w serious was the intention 

10 of evacuating Buchares t is evident from the severe measures taken for 

carrying off the archives in that town, which are said to contain some docu

ments extremely compromising for the cour t of Peterhoff. 

All these apparent ly whimsical and contradic tory movements of the 

Russians receive their explanat ion from the inoppor tune interference of the 

15 Turkish a rmy with the diplomatic a r rangements . As the successive settle

ments of the diplomatists a t Vienna were b lown up by the Turkish exploits 

at Oltenitza, Tsheta te and Silistria, so also have their last shams been dis

persed by the general advance of Omer Pasha ' s army. 

" T h e policy of these crafty swearing rascals , tha t stale old mouse-ea ten 

20 dry cheese , Nestor—and tha t same old dog-fox, Ulysses—is not proved wor th 

a b lackberry; whereupon the Grecians begin to proclaim barbar ism, and 

policy grows into an ill opinion." 

If you had passed through the streets of L o n d o n on Saturday, you would 

have heard all t he newsvenders shouting their "grea t Anglo-Turko-Gallo 

25 victory over the Russians at Giurgevo, and capture of Buchares t by' the allied 

t r oops . " The reason of these pompous announcements you will learn by-and-

by , w h e n I come to speak of the new Ministerial crisis. As to the cooperat ion 

of the Anglo-French forces in the batt le of Giurgevo, we know by the regular 
pos t from Varna , with dates down to the 4th inst. , tha t " n o m o v e " had taken 

30 place in the camps . According to the latest Vienna advices , on July 13, the 

auxiliary t roops were in full march upon Puistschuk by w a y of Shumla, and 

on the 8th a division of F rench t roops had arrived at Rustschuk, and on the 

9th only a division of English t roops arrived there . N o w the battle of Giur

gevo ended at 4 A.M. on the 8th, having c o m m e n c e d at an early hour on the 

35 7th, and after an interruption of some hours at noon , being resumed and 

cont inued until the morning of the 8th. Thus i t is impossible that any F rench 

or English t roops can have part icipated in it. The Turks found eight Russian 

guns spiked, and immediately th rew up in t renchments a round Giurgevo. T h e 

town did not suffer, notwithstanding the shells th rown by the Turks from 

40 Rus tschuk and the islands. After the re t rea t of the Russ ians , Omer Pasha 

issued a proclamation calling upon the inhabitants to remain tranquil , as no 
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further danger menaced their towns . Giurgevo was only occupied by a feeble 

de tachment of regulars, the principal force of the Turks being encamped 

around the town and on the three islands of the Danube . Omer Pasha remains 

at Giurgevo, Said Pasha at Rustschuk. The Turks are mas ters of the road 

communicat ing be tween Giurgevo and Oltenitza on the left bank of the 5 

Danube . 

With regard to a second batt le , which is asser ted to have been followed 

by the capture of Buchares t , the French Moniteur itself limits it to a small 

defeat inflicted by the Turks on the Russian rear a t Fra tescht i , on the road 

from Giurgevo to Bucharest . The Moniteur adds , tha t an Anglo-French corps 1 o 

of 25,000 m e n has joined the Turks , tha t the allied forces concentra ted 

amount to about 60,000 men, that Prince Gorchakoff is at the head of a force 

nearly equal in numbers , and that a great batt le might be expected , decisive 

of the fate of Buchares t . Fratescht i is a small fortified place, about twelve 

miles from Giurgevo and thirty miles from Buchares t . According to the 15 

Moniteur, t he bat t le at this place was fought on the 11th, bu t according to 

the Journal des Débats, on the 14th inst. The Russians are said to have had 

700 wounded in this affair, including two generals . 

The last Marseilles s teamer from Constant inople repor ts the capture of 

the Sulina mouth of the Danube by the English s teamer Terrible. It is said 20 

to have entered the Roads , to have des t royed the Russ ian fortifications, 

dispersed the garrison and captured its commander . T h e news appears to 

me to require more positive confirmation. 

A rumor circulated by English journals , which is, however , not repeated 

by any French paper , pre tends that Admiral Lyons is cruising before Anapa 25 

with a view to support an expedit ion of Admiral Bruat , who is said to have 

on board 7,000 m e n for landing. 

Le t te rs from Constant inople state that the Por te shows a disposition, on 

the representa t ions of the English and F rench Ministers , to resume im

mediately commercial relations with Greece on the following condit ions: 30 

1. That Greece engage herself to pay at convenient t e rms the expenses of 

the war and an indemnity for the pillage organized by the late insurrection

is t s ; and 2. Tha t she sign, within two months , the commercia l t rea ty hi therto 

declined. This t reaty acknowledges the actual limits of the Turkish and Greek 

terri tories. 35 

No news from the Baltic. The Hamburger Correspondent descr ibes the 

resul t of the English marauding expedit ion on the Finnish coast , in i ts effects 

on the mind of the Finlanders , as follows: 

" I t is confirmed that the Russian Government , assured since the burning 

of Brahes tad and Uleaborg, upon the sentiments of the Finnish populat ion 40 

along the two gulfs, has ordered arms to be distributed among the able-bodied 
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men, with a view of enabling them to resis t all fresh a t tempts of disem-

barkment of the English squadrons . The immediate creat ion of two battal ions 

of Finnish riflemen, of 1,000 m e n each, has been sanctioned, and the r e 

crui tment is to take place in the districts of A b o , Vasa , and Uleaborg. A 

5 greater number of these battal ions is successively to be formed in the other 

p rov inces . " 

T h e Austr ian loan turns out [to] be a forced contr ibut ion, as I predicted. 

The whole is no w to be distributed on the different c rown lands of the empire ; 

for ins tance, Upper Austr ia has to take 115,000,000 of florins, Lower Austr ia 

10 15,000,000, Vienna 2,500,000, Hungary 70,000,000, etc. , in proport ion. If t he 

Empero r of Russia has not obtained anything for himself, he has at least 

contr ived to plunge all the other governments into a serious quarrel with their 

subjects about the quest ion of cash. The Prussians will have to pay an in

creased income t ax on the 1st of August . Bonapar te , too , is said to be project-

15 ing another loan of 500,000,000, the effect of which on France will not be 

diminished by the present prospects of the wine and corn harvest , and the 

stagnation of t rade , especially at L y o n s since the ou tbreak in Spain. An 

appeal to the English pockets is also contempla ted by the Coalition Ministry, 

and expected f pr next week . 

20 The Spanish insurrection appears to assume a new aspect , as is evident 

from the proclamations of Dulce and O'Donnell , the former of whom is a 

par t izan of Espar te ro , and the latter was a s tout adherent of Narvaez and 

pe rhaps secretly of Queen Christ ina. O'Donnel l having convinced himself 

tha t the Spanish towns are not to be set in mot ion this t ime by a mere palace-

25 revolution, suddenly exhibits liberal principles. His proclamation is dated 

from Manzanares , a borough of the Mancha , no t far from Ciudad Real . I t 

says that his aim is to preserve the th rone , bu t to r emove the Camarilla; t he 

r igorous observat ion of the fundamental l aws ; the amelioration of the elec

t ion and press l aws ; the diminution of t axes ; the advancement in the civil 

30 service according to merit ; decentral ization, and establ ishment of a national 

militia on a broad basis . It p roposes provincial juntas and a general 

assembly of Cor tes at Madrid, to be charged wi th the revision of the laws. 

The proclamation of Gen. Dulce is even more energetic. He says : 

"The re are no longer Progresistas and Moderados ; all of us are Spaniards , 

35 and imitators of the men of July 7th, 1822. Re tu rn to the Consti tut ion of 1837; 

maintenance of Isabella I I ; perpetual exile of the Queen Mother ; desti tution 

of t h e present Ministry; reëstabl ishment of peace in our country; such is the 

end we pursue at every cost , as we shall show on the field of honor to the 

t rai tors w h o m we shall punish for their culpable folly." 

40 According to the Journal des Débats, paper s and correspondence have 

b e e n seized at Madrid which are said to p rove beyond doubt that i t i s t he 
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secret aim of the insurgents to declare the th rone vacant , to reunite the 

Iber ian Peninsula into one State, and to offer the c rown to Don Pedro V, 

Prince of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. The tender interest t aken by The Times in the 

Spanish insurrect ion, and the simultaneous presence of the said D o n Pedro 

in England, appears indeed to indicate that some new Coburg dodge is afloat. 5 

The Cour t is evidently very uneasy , as all possible ministerial combinat ions 

have been tr ied, Isturiz [and] Mart inez de la R o s a having been applied to in 

vain. The Messager de Bayonne asserts tha t the Count de Montemolin left 

Nap les as soon as he received news of the insurrect ion. 

O'Donnel l has entered Andalusia, having crossed the Sierra Morena in 10 

three columns, one marching by Carolina, the o ther by Pozo Blanco, and the 

third by Despeñaper ros . The Gaceta confesses tha t Colonel Buce ta succeed

ed in surprising Cuenca, by the possession of which place the insurgents have 

secured their communicat ions with Valencia. In the lat ter province the rising 

now comprises about four or five towns , besides Alcira where the Govern- 15 

men t t roops received a severe check. 

I t is stated also that a movement had broken out at Reus in Catalonia, and 

the Messager de Bayonne adds that dis turbances had taken place in 

Aragon. "Aimes-tu le front, sevère , 20 

Du sa(i)ge Napoléon? 

Aimes-tu que l 'Angleterre, 

T 'oppose Lord Pa lmer s ton?" 

With this apostrophic song, the embarkat ion of the F rench t roops at Calais 

has been celebrated. In order to really oppose L o r d Palmers ton to the Czar, 25 

immense movements have shaken the town from Saturday to Monday , with 

a view to put him in the place of the Duke of Newcas t le . Great agitation has 

prevailed once more in the ministerial, as well as in the opposi t ion camp. I t 

was k n o w n tha t the est imates for the new ministry of war were to be laid 

before the House on Monday night, and this occas ion was to be seized to 30 

make a murderous onslaught on the Coalition, and to place the invincible 

Palmers ton in the War Ministry. 

" O n Saturday a Cabinet Council was summoned before two o'clock. 

Ministers did not assemble until three . They then met with the except ion of 

the Foreign Secretary, who was detained by an audience with the Queen. 35 

Lord Clarendon joined his colleagues at four. Their deliberations then lasted 

until half pas t six, and immediately upon the breaking up of the Council Lord 

Aberdeen proceeded to the palace of Her Majes ty ." 

Y o u may see from this excited narrat ive of The Morning Herald how 

greatly the hopes of the Tories were raised by these " impor t an t " moves . Lord 40 

John Russel l summoned his adherents to Whitehall for Monday , and Mr. Dis-
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raeli, in his turn , assembled the Opposi t ion members . One hundred and 

seventy-nine gent lemen presented themselves at Whitehall , a lmost in hys

terics with the anticipation of the great revelat ions in tended for t hem by 

Russell . They were mos t deplorably deceived by the Parl iamentary Squeers , 

5 who drily told t hem that the vote of the war-est imate being a matter of course , 

he expected them to be quiet and behave : " T h e Cabinet would shortly wan t 

more money for carrying on the war , and so the quest ion of confidence or 

no confidence in the Coalit ion would be taken nex t week , w h e n such money 

vote would be presented to the H o u s e . " N o t being initiated in the secrets 

10 of Lord Clarendon, he could not give them any information on the state of 

foreign affairs. Well, the result was tha t Russell saved the whole Coalition 

for the present session; for, i f the vote of confidence had been taken on the 

est imates of the War Ministry, a defeat would have been a victory of Palmer

ston over Newcas t le , while on the general war es t imates a vote of non-

15 confidence would be a victory of the Tories over the combined Whig 

Peelites—an eventuali ty, of course , out of the quest ion. 

Accordingly, the votes for the W a r Ministry were taken last night in a very 

quiet House , nothing occurring bu t a delivery by Russell and Pakington of 

all the stale common-places on the p resen t military administrat ion. 

20 It is to be regretted that the obst inate res is tance of the Queen keeps Lord 

Palmers ton out of the War Office, as by his installation in tha t office the last 

false pre tense under which the Radicals ye t defend the foreign policy of 

England would fall to the ground. 

On the announcement of Mr . Otway in last Fr iday ' s sitting of the Com-

25 mons , that he would bring the case of Dr . Pe i t h man before them, Lord 

Palmers ton rose und declared that he was ready to give every explanat ion, 

and tha t everything would be found to be "all r ight ." Meanwhile, Dr . Peith-

man has published a letter in The Morning Advertiser, which proves that if 

he never was insane in other respects , he cont inues to believe in the gener-

30 osity of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert , w h o m he petit ions to let him go 

back to Germany—the very thing which they want . 

The mean servility of the so-called Radical press is exemplified by its 

absolute silence on this unexampled case , where a lettre de cachet bur ied 

a m a n for eighteen years , just because he had the misfortune to k n o w some-

35 thing of the royal and aristocratic relat ions wi th German maid-servants . 

Karl Marx. 
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The Spanish Revolution—Greece and Turkey 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4148, 4. August 1854 

The Spanish Revolution—Greece and Turkey. 

From Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Friday, July 21 , 1854. 

"Ne touchez pas à la Reine" (Touch not the Q u e e n ) is an old Castilian 

maxim, bu t the adventurous Madame Muñoz and her daughter Isabella have 5 
t oo long overs tepped the rights of even Castilian Queens no t to have 

ou tworn the loyal prejudices of the Spanish people . 

The pronunciamento s of 1843 lasted three mon ths ; those of 1854 have 

scarcely las ted as many weeks . The Ministry is dissolved, Count San Luis 

has fled, Queen Christ ina is trying to reach the F rench frontier, and at Madrid 10 
both t roops and citizens have declared against the Government . 

The revolutionary movements of Spain since the commencemen t of the 

century offer a remarkably uniform aspect , with the except ion of the move

ments in favor of provincial and local privileges which periodically agitate 

the nor thern provinces , every palace-plot being a t tended by military in- 15 
surrect ions, and these invariably dragging municipal pronunciamentos in 

their train. There are two causes for this phenomenon. In the first place, we 

find that wha t we call the State in a modern sense has , from the exclusively 

provincial life of the people, no national embodiment in opposi t ion to the 

Court , except in the army. In the second place, the peculiar posit ion of Spain 20 
and the Peninsular war created conditions under which i t was only in the 

army that everything vital in the Spanish nationality was permit ted to con

centra te . Thus it happens that the only national demonstra t ions (those of 1812 

and of 1822) proceeded from the a rmy; and thus the moveable par t of the 

nat ion has been accustomed to regard the army as the natural ins t rument of 25 

every national rising. During the t roublesome epoch from 1830 to 1854, 

however , the cities of Spain came to know that the a rmy, instead of con-
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tinuing to uphold the cause of the nat ion, was changed into an instrument for 

the rivalries of the ambitious pre tenders to the military guardianship of the 

Court . Consequent ly , we find the movemen t of 1854 very different even from 

that of 1843. The émeute of Gen. O'Donnell was looked upon by the people 

5 as anything bu t a conspiracy against the leading influence at the Court , 

especially as i t was supported by the ex-favorite Serrano. The towns and 

country accordingly demurred to giving any response to the appeal made by 

the cavalry of Madrid. I t was thus that Gen. O'Donnel l was forced to alter 

entirely the character of his operat ions , in order no t to remain isolated and 

10 exposed to failure. He was forced to insert in his proclamation th ree points 

equally opposed to the supremacy of the a rmy: the convocat ion of the 

Cortes , an economical Government , and the formation of a national militia— 

the last demand originating in the desire of the towns to recover their inde

pendence of the army. It is a fact, then, that the military insurrect ion has 

15 obtained the support of a popular insurrect ion only by submitt ing to the 

condit ions of the latter. I t remains to be seen whether i t will be constrained 

to adhere to them and to execute these promises . 

With the except ion of the Carlists, all part ies have raised their cry—Progre

sistas, part isans of the Consti tut ion of 1837, part isans of the Consti tut ion of 

20 1812, Unionis ts , (demanding the annexat ion of Portugal,) and Republ icans . 

The news concerning the latter par ty is to be received with caut ion, since 

i t has to pass the censure of the Paris police. Beside these party struggles, 

the rival pretensions of the military leaders are in full development . Espar

tero had no sooner heard of the success of O'Donnell than he left his re t reat 

25 at Leganes and declared himself the chief of the movement . But as soon as 

Caesar Narvaez learned the appearance of his old Pompey in the field, he 

forthwith offered his services to the Queen, which were accepted, and he 

is to form a new Ministry. F r o m the details I am about to give you, it will 

be seen that the military has by no means taken the initiative in all places, 

30 but that in some they have had to yield to the overpowering pressure of the 

population. 

Besides the pronunciamentos in Valencia, repor ted in my last, there has 

been one a t Alicante. In Andalusia, pronunciamentos have taken place a t 

Granada, Seville and Jaen. In Old Casti le, there has been a pronunciamento 

35 at Burgos ; in Leon , at Valladolid; in Biscay, at St. Sebast ian and Vittoria; 

in Navar re , a t Tolosa, Pampeluna and Guipúzcoa ; in Aragon, a t Saragossa; 

in Catalonia, at Barcelona, Tarragona, Lér ida and Gerona ; there is said, also, 

to have been a pronunciamento in the Balearic Isles. In Murcia , pronuncia

mentos were expected to take place, according to a letter from Cartagena, 

40 dated July 12, which says : 

" In consequence of a bando published by the Military Governor of the 
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p lace , all the inhabitants of Cartagena possessed of muske t s and other a rms, 

have been ordered to depose them with the civil authorit ies within twenty-

four hours . On the demand of the Consul of France , the Government has 

allowed the French residents to depose their a rms , as in 1848, at the Con

sula te ." 5 

Of all these pronunciamentos , four only deserve part icular ment ion, viz: 

those of St. Sebast ian in Biscay, Barcelona the capital of Catalonia, Sara

gossa the capital of Aragon, and Madrid. 

In Biscay the pronunciamentos originated wi th the municipalit ies, in 

Aragon with the military. The municipality of St. Sebast ian was pronouncing 10 

in favor of the insurrection, when the demand for the a rmament of the people 

was raised. The ci ty was immediately covered with a rms . No t till the 17th 

could the two battalions garrisoning the town be induced to join. The fusion 

be tween the citizens and the military having been completed, 1,000 armed 

cit izens accompanied by some t roops set ou t for Pampeluna , and organized 15 

the insurrect ion in Navar re . I t was only the appearance of the armed citizens 

from St. Sebastian which facilitated the rising of the Navar rese capital. 

Gen. Zabala joined the movement afterward and went to Bayonne , inviting 

the soldiers and officers of the Cordova regiment, w h o had fled there upon 

their late defeat at Saragossa, immediately to re turn to their count ry and to 20 

mee t him at St. Sebastian. According to some repor ts he subsequently 

marched upon Madrid to place himself under the orders of Espar te ro , while 

o ther repor ts state that he was on the march to Saragossa to join the Ara

gonese insurgents . Gen. Mazarredo, the commander of the Basque 

provinces , refusing to take part in the pronunciamento of Vittoria, was 25 

obliged to retire to France . The t roops under orders of Gen. Zabala are two 

battal ions of the regiment of Bourbon, a battal ion of carabiniers , and a 

de tachment of cavalry. Before dismissing the subject of the Basque 

provinces I may state as something characterist ic , tha t Brigadier Baras te-

qui, w h o has been named Governor of Guipúzcoa, is one of Espar te ro ' s 30 

former aids-de-camp. 

At Barce lona the initiative was apparently taken by the military, bu t the 

spontaneity of their act becomes very doubtful f rom the additional in

formation we have received. On the 13th of July, at 7 o 'c lock P.M., the 

soldiers occupying the bar racks of San Pablo , and of the B u e n Suceso , 35 

yielded to the demonstrat ions of the populace and declared their pronuncia

mento , under the cry of Vive la Reine; Vive la Constitution; dea th to the 

Minis ters ; away with Christ ina! After having fraternised with the mass , and 

marched along with t hem over the Rambla, they hal ted at the Plaza of the 

Consti tut ion. The cavalry, kept in doors at the Barce loneta for the previous 40 

six days , because of the distrust i t inspired to the Captain-General , made a 
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pronunciamento in its turn. F r o m this momen t the whole garrison passed 

over to the people, and all res is tance on the par t of the authorities became 

impossible. At 10 o 'clock Gen. Marches i , the Military Governor , yielded to 

the general pressure , and at midnight the Captain-General of Catalonia 

5 announced his resolution to side with the movement . He wen t to the place 

of the Ayuntamiento where he harangued the people , filling the place. On 

the 18th, a junta was formed, composed of the Captain-General and other 

eminent persons , with the cry of the Consti tut ion, the Queen and Morality. 

Fur the r news from Barcelona states that some workmen had been shot on 

10 t h e order of the new authorit ies, because they had destroyed machinery and 

violated proper ty ; also, tha t a Republican Commit tee convened in a neigh

boring town, had been arres ted; but i t should be recollected that this news 

passes through the hands of the Second of December whose special vocat ion 

i t is to calumniate republicans and workmen. 

15 At Saragossa it is said that the initiative proceeded from the military—a 

s ta tement which becomes invalidated, however , by the additional r emark 

that the formation of a militia corps was immediately resolved upon. So much 

is certain, and is confirmed by the Madrid Gaceta itself, that before the 

pronunciamento of Saragossa 150 soldiers of the Mon tesa regiment (cavalry) 

20 on the march to Madrid and quar tered at Tor re jon (five leagues from Madrid) 

revolted and abandoned their chiefs, w h o arrived a t Madrid on the evening^f 

the 13th with the regimental chest . The soldiers, under command of Captain 

Baraiban, mounted horse and took the road to Hue te , being supposed to 

intend joining the force under Col. Buce ta at Cuenca . As for Madrid, against 

25 which Espar te ro is said to be marching with the "a rmy of the cen te r , " and 

Gen. Zabala, with the army of the north , i t was natural tha t a t own which 

subsists upon the Cour t should be the last to join in the insurrect ionary 

movement . The Gaceta of the 15th inst. still published a bulletin from the 

Minister of War asserting the factions to be in flight, and the enthusiast ic 

30 loyalty of the t roops increasing. Count San Luis , who seems to have very 

correct ly judged of the situation at Madrid , announced to the workmen that 

Gen. O'Donnell and the anarchists would deprive t hem of all employment , 

while if the Government succeeded, i t would employ all workingmen on the 

public works for six reals (75 cents) a day. By this s t ratagem San Luis hoped 

35 to enroll the mos t excitable port ion of the Madridleños under his banner . H i s 

success , however , was like that of the par ty of the National at Paris in 1848. 

The allies he had thus gained soon became his mos t dangerous enemies—the 

funds for their support being exhausted on the sixth day. H o w much the 

Government dreaded a pronunciamento in the capital is evident from 

40 Gen. Lara ' s (the Governor ' s ) proclamation forbidding the circulation of any 

news respect ing the progress of the insurrect ion. I t appears , further, tha t the 
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tact ics of Gen. Blaser were restricted to the care of avoiding any contact with 

the insurgents , lest his t roops should ca tch the infection. I t is said that the 

first plan of Gen. O'Donnell was to meet the ministerial t roops on the plains 

of La Mancha , so favorable to cavalry operat ions . This plan, however , was 

abandoned in consequence of the arrival of ex-favorite Ser rano, who was 5 

in connect ion with several of the principal towns of Andalusia . The con

stitutional a rmy thereupon determined, ins tead of remaining in the Mancha, 

to march upon J a e n and Sevilla. 

It may be observed, en passant, that the boletinos of Gen. Blaser bear a 

wonderful resemblance to the orders of the day of the Spanish generals of 10 

the sixteenth century, which gave such occasion for hilarity to Francis I , and 

of the eighteenth century, which Frederic the Grea t tu rned into ridicule. 

It is plain that this Spanish insurrection mus t become a source of dis

sension be tween the Governments of France and England, and the repor t 

given by a F rench paper that Gen. O'Donnell was concealed, previous to the 15 

outbreak, in the palace of the British Embassador , is no t likely to lessen the 

misgivings of Bonapar te on its account . There exists already some com

mencement of irritation be tween Bonapar te and Victoria; Bonapar te ex

pected to mee t the Queen at the embarkat ion of his t roops from Calais, but 

her majesty answered his desire by a visit to the ex-Queen Amelia on the 20 

same day. Again, the English ministers when interpellated about the non-

blockade of the White Sea, the Black Sea, and the sea of Azov, alleged as 

their excuse the alliance with France . Bonapar te re tor ted by an anounce-

men t of those very blockades in the Moniteur, wi thout wait ing for the formal 

consent of England. Last ly , a bad effect having b e e n p roduced in F rance by 25 

the embarkat ion of F rench t roops in British vessels only, Bonapar te pub

lished a list of F rench vessels destined for the same use and applied to it. 

The Por te has communicated to the representa t ives of the four allied 

powers a note concerning the authority given to the Greek merchan t ships 

again to enter Turkish por ts . This authorizat ion is to be valid for two months , 30 

on condit ion tha t the Greek Government does not render itself guilty of any 

act justifying its suspension. If, at the expirat ion of this te rm, the Greek 

Government shall have failed to give satisfactory repara t ion to the Por te , 

the latter reserves to itself the right of reestablishing the actual status quo. 

Greek ships in the Turkish ports will be subject to the local authori t ies, and 35 

deprived of any appeal to other protection. Within the two months the basis 

of an ar rangement and of a commercial t reaty will be negotiated. The in

demnity claimed by the Por te for the immense damage done by the Greek 

insurrect ion is to be regulated by arbitration, on the repor t of a commit tee 

of inquiry, to be sent to the proper places, and composed of Frenchmen, 40 

Engl ishmen, Turks and Greeks . 
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Shamyl has b e e n officially invested by the Por te with the title of Generalis

simo of t h e army of Circassia and Georgia. 

T h r e e dragomans in t h e service of t h e F r e n c h a r m y have been shot at 

Varna, all of t h e m having been found to c o r r e s p o n d with the Russians. T w o 

5 of them w e r e Greeks and one Armenian. At the m o m e n t of his execution, 

one of t h e m swallowed a paper of a compromis ing character . 

We are informed from H e r m a n n s t a d t , o n t h e 16th inst., tha t no engagement 

has yet t a k e n place in the vicinity of Fratesht i . 

T h e arrival of the allied forces at R u s t c h u k was , of course, a lie, and their 

10 whole aim, in t h e present instance, will be to k e e p u n d e r restraint—as The 

Times calls it—the barbarous fury of t h e victorious Turks . 

Kar l Marx . 
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The War Debates in Parliament 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4150, 7.August 1854 

The War Debates in Parliament. 

From Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , July 25, 1854. 

At last Thursday ' s evening sitting of the H o u s e of C o m m o n s , in reply to an 

inquiry of Mr. Disraeli, Lord J. Russell s tated that he r Majesty had been 5 

pleased to order that a message should be sent to the H o u s e , in pursuance 

of which he proposed to move on Monday a vo te of credi t for £3,000,000. 

There would be no necessi ty for a Commit tee of W a y s and Means . To 

Mr. Disraeli 's quest ion whether there would be an autumnal session this year , 

L o r d John gave no reply. Accordingly the vote of credit w a s accomplished 10 

wi thout a division, in the sitting of bo th Houses which took place yes terday. 

In the House of Lords , Lord Aberdeen, in moving the vo te , delivered the 

shortest , dryest , and most common-place speech tha t ever he has favored 

us wi th since his accession to the Premiership. He had to ask for three 

millions, and he was sure their lordships would have no objection. They might 15 
enter tain different opinions, but all of them mus t be unanimous as " to the 

necessi ty of adopting all such measures as were bes t calculated to lead to 

an early and successful termination of the w a r . " This resul t was mainly to 

be p roduced "by the activity and energy of the efforts of England and France , 

with the concurrence of the other power s . " He did no t say whether he meant 20 
the efforts to be made by war, or negotiation; nor even exclude Russia from 

" the other p o w e r s " with w h o m England and F rance are to concur . Parl iament 

being about to be prorogued^ there was so much more reason to provide the 

Government wi th money . Possibly some noble lords might prefer to see the 

money intrusted to other hands than his, bu t such fanciful wishes ought not 25 

to interfere with business . Which business , the business on hand, was to vote 

three millions of pounds . 
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The Ear l of El lenborough, who has the particular gift of never speaking to 

the question, " thought this the fittest occasion for recommending the Gov

ernment to carry the mos t searching economy into all those civil depar tments 

which have no connect ion with the war . " 

5 The Ear l of Hardwicke saw a very great force in the Baltic ready for any 

emergency, a similar force in the Black Sea, and the greatest a rmy sent out 

that ever left this country. He did not know w h a t the Government intended 

to do with them, and, therefore, he appealed to every noble lord to grant the 

credit demanded from them. 

10 Ear l Fitz-William, an out-of-place Whig, protes ted against " this country 

being described as being the highest t axed in Europe ; i t ought to be described 

as that in which the taxes fall more lightly on the people than in any other 

section of the European commonweal th . " If the noble lord had spoken of the 

lords instead of the people, he would have been right. " A s to the speech of 

15 his noble friend at the head of the Government , " there had never b e e n made 

one on such an occasion "of which i t might be more truly said that i t conveyed 

scarcely a single idea to the House addressed ," and the noble lord ought to 

know bet ter what the wants of the House are in respec t to ideas. Ear l Fitz-

William desired to learn from Lord Aberdeen w h o were " the other p o w e r s , " 

20 whose concurrence he was anxious to have? Perhaps Austr ia? He feared they 

might be induced by that power to consider certain minor objects , as the 

evacuat ion of the Principalities, and the free navigation of the Danube , as 

justifying them in concluding peace . (Ridiculous fear, since Lord Aberdeen 

will certainly not be induced by any one to demand so much . ) He wanted 

25 also to know what was to be unders tood by the integrity of Turkey—whether 

i t was that circumscribed by the t reaty of Adrianople , or something else? 

Finally, he considered that they found themselves in a very singular posi

tion, Parl iament having no information wha tever of the intentions of the 

Government . Accordingly he would vote for the credit. 

30 The Marquis of Clanricarde, whose temper is getting sourer each day 

which separates h im further from office, claimed at least some explanat ion 

as his due for the unexampled liberality wi th which he had hitherto t reated 

the ministry—an explanation respecting the progress which had been made 

and the course pursued since the former supplies were asked for; he wanted 

35 to know something of the condit ions and prospects of the war , and of the 

state of the country with respect to its allies. There had been successes on 

the side of the Turks , bu t not on the side of the British government or the 

British a rms, which should not p revent h im, however , from passing a eu-

logium on the bravery of the sailors in the Baltic and Black Sea. As to the 

40 relations with their allies he would fix a day w h e n he would move the produc

tion of the recent t reaty entered into be tween Turkey and Austria, as well 
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as of o ther documents likely to throw a light on their p resen t posit ion. " F r o m 

general rumor i t appeared that through the pressure and persuasion of the 

Brit ish government , the Divan, which was much averse to it, and the Turkish 

minister recent ly concluded a convent ion with Austr ia , by which the Aus

tr ian t roops were to enter the Danubian provinces , and occupy a port ion of 5 

the Turkish empi re . " H o w was i t that , a t the hour of danger, Austr ia, instead 

of hurrying into the field held back and commenced fresh negotiat ions? He 

wanted also to k n o w whether the Vienna Conferences wen t on, and what 

they were consulting about? On the whole they depended too m u c h on the 

German Powers . 10 

In Order to prove that Austr ia "ough t " to be the bes t possible ally, Lord 

Clarendon showed how she was circumscribed and threa tened by Russia in 

all par ts of her dominions. The Austro-Turkish t rea ty could not have been 

laid before the House , no ratified copy of i t having b e e n received as yet . He 

thought he might assure them that the t ime was not far distant w h e n they 15 

should have Austr ia cooperating with them; he "answered , however , for 

no th ing ." Still, from the general character of Austr ia , and from his own 

administrat ion of the Foreign Office, their lordships were satisfied to draw 

the mos t cheering conclusions. Having twice been convicted of the mos t 

unblushing falsehoods, Lord Clarendon naturally expects implicit belief in 20 
his assurance " tha t there is no intention of returning to the status quo, and 

tha t there is no intention of listening to a patched-up peace , which could only 

be a hollow t ruce, and which would render a re turn to war inevi table ." 

After this brilliant display of their own highly educated minds , the Lords 

naturally tu rned to the subject of national educat ion, and we will leave them 25 

there . 

During the discussion in the Lords the C o m m o n s were occupied upon 

several indifferent subjects, until the speech of Lord Aberdeen was com

municated to them, which produced "a disagreeable sensat ion." Lord John 

Russell perceived at once that it was necessary to produce a counter sensa- 30 

tion. 

W h e n the first extraordinary grant was about to be asked, the Government 

dispatched the "magnif icent" Baltic fleet; on the occasion of the second one , 

the famous bombardment of Odessa had to serve as a ca tcher ; now the 

watchword selected was Sevastopol. 35 

Lord John began by certifying to the "pa t r io t i c" spirit of the House in 

having given its aid so liberally when asked for the first grants , and thanked 

the H o u s e for having hitherto so judiciously abstained from putt ing any 

embarrass ing quest ions to the Government . Great , very great things had been 

achieved thereby, namely, a very great number of ships and men had been 40 

procured. Of first, second and third-rate s teamers they had now 17, against 
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only one on the 1st of January, 1853; of sailing line-of-battle ships 

17 against 11; and a marine force of 57,200 against 33,910. They had also 

placed on the Turkish shores a force of above 30,000 soldiers, "a great par t 

of which was lately at Varna . " So much for the material of war. As to the 

5 operat ions of war , they had "bu t just commenced , and all he could say w a s , 

tha t the Turkish army had performed deeds of valor. Nobody would now 

say tha t i t required only a fillip from the Empero r of Russ ia to over throw the 

whole Ot toman Power . Beside the chivalrous deeds of the Turks , the glories 

of this war consisted in the perfect union and ha rmony be tween the French 

10 and English a rmies . " 

N o w , with respect to the vote he asked for, he could not tell them w h a t 

the money was exactly required for. Some two millions might be absorbed 

by the Commissariat , o rdnance , and t ranspor t s ; bes ides , a large body of 

Turkish t roops might be joined with the British army and receive pay from 

15 the British Government . On the whole , he asked the money not on the ground 

of detailed est imates, but for the use of the Government , " a s i t might have 

occasion for i t ." 

Austr ia , said the noble lord, had a greater interest in protecting Turkey 

than even France or England. The Czar would have the complete command 

20 of the Government of Austr ia as soon as he domineered over the Principali

t ies, with a predominant influence in Turkey. However , to judge Austr ia 

just ly, i t should be borne in mind with wha t difficulties she was beset . On 

more than one side Russian armies could approach to within no great dis tance 

of the Austr ian capital, and on the other hand, some of the kingdoms sub-

25 mitted to her were so disturbed as to make it a peri lous thing for her to enter 

into hostilities. I t had, therefore, been her policy to at tempt, as long as 

possible, to obtain the set t lement of these quest ions by negotiation. But 

recent ly she had dispatched a message to the Empero r of Russia , whose 

answer could not be te rmed evasive. "Firs t ly , Russia does not profess herself 

30 ready to fix any t ime for the evacuat ion of the Principalities. She s tates , now 

that war has been declared, and now tha t England and F rance are engaged in 

that war , and are superior to her in the Black Sea and the Baltic, while her 

fleets do not leave her por ts , tha t there remains only the seat of war in the 

Principalities, and the navigation of the Danube , where she can hope to 

35 res tore the balance, and by the successes of her arms to obtain a victory for 

herself. She therefore declines on those te rms the evacuat ion of the Princi

pali t ies ." Russia was ready to adopt the principles contained in the protocol 

of the 9th of April , except the admission of Turkey into the European concert . 

With regard to the future conduct of Austr ia, L o r d John considers on the 

40 one side that she is mistaken in her present policy, bu t on the other he cannot 

believe that she will forfeit the engagements into which she has entered. By 
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those engagements wi th the wes tern powers and wi th Turkey , she was bound 

to take par t in the at tempt to drive back Russia. I t was possible tha t she might 

a t t empt again to obtain from St. Petersburg some bet ter assurance . They , of 

course , had no control ove j the councils of Austr ia, and Austr ia had no 

control over the King of Prussia. All the powers we re , accordingly, in the 5 

most favorable position for jointly counteract ing Russia. 

Lord John then came to a great and ethusiastic exposi t ion of w h a t they— 

England and France—proposed to do. The in tegr i ty of Turkey was not com

patible with a re turn to the status quo in the Principalit ies. He said: 

"But , Sir, there is another mode in which the position of Russia is menacing 10 

to the independence and integrity of Turkey. I mean the establ ishment of 

a great for t ress , prepared with all the combinat ions of art , made as impreg

nable as it is possible for art to make it, and containing within its por t a very 

large fleet of line-of-battle ships, ready at any time to come d o w n with a 

favorable wind to the Bosphorus . I say tha t that is a posi t ion so menacing 15 

to Turkey , that no treaty of peace could be considered wise which left the 

Empero r of Russia in that same position of menace . ( E n o r m o u s cheering.) 

We shall be ready, as we have been ready, to communica te with the Govern

ment of F rance upon that subject, and I have every reason to bel ieve, tha t 

the v iews of the Government of the Emperor of the F rench coincide with our 20 

own in that respec t . " (Cheers . ) 

Wi th respec t to Mr. Disraeli 's proposi t ion of an autumnal session, L o r d 

John "decl ined to accept at the hand of members of this House restr ict ions 

on f reedom of minis ters ." 

It would be as tedious as it is superfluous to repor t the sayings of the 25 

H u m e s , Bankes , Knights, Alcoxes, and tutti quanti, on this occasion. 

Mr . Cobden , believing in the words of Lord John , and thinking tha t he had 

turned the House into a council of war , very anxiously labored to show why 

Sevastopol and the Crimea should on no account be taken. A point of more 
interest was raised by him through means of the quest ion whether this 30 

count ry was in alliance wi th the sovereignties against the nationalit ies. A 

great delusion prevailed with the people who fancied that the war had been 

under taken in favor of any oppressed nationalities. I t had , on the contrary, 

been conducted with a view of riveting still closer the chains by which 

Hungary and Italy were bound in the grasp of Austr ia . There were honorable 35 

and deluded gent lemen in the House who "had been crying out that the 

Government were not carrying on the war as they ought to do , tha t they ought 

to have some other man at the head of the War Depar tment ; nay, sometimes 

they had even said, at the head of the Government . They had called out for 

Lord Palmerston. And this was all done for the interest of Hungary and the 40 

I tal ians. He had heard it from the lips of two of the greatest chiefs of Hungary 
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and of Italy declared, that so far from their hopes and aspirations resting upon 

that noble lord, they knew that w h e n the noble lord had an opportuni ty of 

giving them a moral support , he would not so much as lift up his finger in 

their favor. If there was any member in the p resen t Government at this 

5 moment , upon whom these leaders would be less disposed to rely than upon 

another , i t was that noble lord. He did not believe that the noble lord was 

aware of the great imposture practiced in his name , bu t the delusion had 

happily exploded." 

Mr . Layard and Lord Dudley Stuart did nothing bu t repeat their old 

10 speeches , with this variation, that Lord Dudley 's opinion of the magic force 

of the name "Pa lmers ton" was " m o r e exalted than eve r . " 

I t was reserved for Mr. Disraeli to blow up by one single brea th the whole 

bubble speech of Lord John. Having briefly justified his proposi t ion of an 

autumnal session by an allusion to Sinope and other exploits that occurred 

15 during the last autumnal vacat ion, he confessed himself to be surprised, 

bewildered, alarmed at the announcement of the impending destruct ion of 

Sevastopol and the conques t of the Crimea. L o r d John here expressed dis

sent, bu t did not r ise; Mr. Disraeli, however , sitting down on his part , forced 

Lord John to an explanation. In a voice of humility and confusion he came 

20 forward, at last: "I may as well state that wha t I said was , that I thought 

Russia could not be allowed to maintain the menacing att i tude she has done 

by keeping so large a fleet at Sevas topol . " Having elicited this confession 

from Lord John, Mr. Disraeli delivered one of his most savage and sarcastic 

speeches on record, which would well repay a perusal in ex tenso , ( it is copied 

25 at length below among the news from Great Britain,) and which ended with 

the following words : 

"Really, after wha t we have heard there seems great unfairness in the 

painful distinction which is made at t imes be tween the policy of Lord 

Aberdeen and the policy of some of his colleagues. I am no admirer or 

30 supporter of Lord Aberdeen, bu t I am no admirer either of the parl iamentary 

policy which would exonerate members of a Cabinet at the expense of their 

colleagues. I t does not at all appear to me, after the s ta tement which the noble 

Lord opposi te has made of wha t i t was he says he said, tha t his policy as 

to Russia, substantially differs from tha t of Lord Aberdeen, and this, after 

35 all, is some satisfaction to the people of England. We have not, then, a divided 

Cabinet ; the session at last closes upon Ministers in unison upon this subject; 

and, so far as conducting the war with small purposes goes , so far as having 

from great objects of policy mean and insignificant resul ts , the Coalition 

Government appear to be unan imous . " 

40 Lord Palmers ton 's jokes were of no use . After the speech of Mr. Disraeli, 

and a number of other members having risen to pro tes t tha t they had been 
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entirely deluded by Lord John 's first speech, the mot ion for the supply was 

indeed voted, bu t only on the condition that the debates should be resumed 

to-night, Lord Dudley Stuart announcing at the same time his intention to 

move an address to the Queen, "praying that she would be graciously pleased 

not to prorogue Parliament until she might be enabled to afford the House 

more full information with respect to the relations existing with foreign 

powers , and of her views and prospects in the contes t in which her Majesty 

was engaged." 

Karl Marx. 
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The Policy of Austria-

The War Debates in the House of Commons 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4152, 9. August 1854 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, July 28, 1854. 

In one of my former letters I gave you an analysis of the Austro-Turkish 

Trea ty of the 14th of June , and stated as the purposes aimed at by tha t curious 

5 diplomatic t ransact ion: 1st. To give the allied armies a pre tex t for not cross

ing the Danube , and for not confronting the Russ ians ; 2d. To prevent the 

Turks from reoccupying the whole of Wallachia, and forcing them out of that 

par t which they had already conquered ; 3d. To res tore in the Principalities 

the old React ionary Government , forced upon the Roumans by Russia in 

10 1848. We are now actually informed from Constant inople , tha t Austr ia has 

protes ted against Omer Pasha ' s presumpt ion in crossing the Danube ; tha t 

she claims an exclusive occupat ion of the Principalities for herself, and the 

right of shutting them not only against the Anglo-French t roops , bu t equally 

against the Turks . U p o n this remons t rance , the Por te is said to have f orward-

15 ed orders to Omer Pasha not to cross the Danube for the present , while 

refusing to admit, in principle, the exclusive occupat ion of the Principalities 

by Austr ia . Wretched Pasha who has learned something from his master and 

contriver, Lord Palmerston, has of course little object ion to admitting in fact 

wha t he refuses in principle. You m a y perhaps think that Austr ia has already 

20 violated as well as practically canceled the t rea ty of the 14th June , by not 

entering Wallachia a t the moment w h e n the Russian army was disorderly 

retreating in three different directions, and was exposed in the flank and the 

rear to an Austr ian at tack, if i t had failed to retire at once behind the Sereth. 

Only remember that by the very words of this famous t rea ty Austria is bound 

25 neither to enter the Principalities at once , nor to leave them at any exac t 

epoch, nor even to force the Russians to evacuate t hem within any definite 

te rm. I t is now stated that the Austr ians a re really entering Little Wallachia, 

and tha t the Russians are recalling their t roops from the Carpathian passes 

and concentrat ing them at Fokshani . This , however , means nothing but tha t 
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the Austr ians , instead of expelling the Russians from Great Wallachia, have 

resolved to eject the Turks from Little Wallachia, thus prevent ing their 

operat ions on the banks of the Aluta. I t is evident that no bet ter contr ivance 

could have been imagined to work up a military insurrect ion in Turkey than 

their exclusion from the territory conquered by the Turkish army, and by 5 

an occupat ion of Bulgaria through Anglo-French t roops , who are fully 

avoiding the Russians , keep the Turks under a sort of state of siege—as you 

may see from the common proclamation of the Anglo-French commanders 

to the inhabitants of Bulgaria—a proclamation a lmost literally copied from 

a Budberg, a Gorchakoff and tutti quanti. I have told you long before this 10 
tha t the wes te rn powers would render one service to progress—the service 

of revolutionizing Turkey, that keystone of the ant iquated European 

system. 

Besides the protes t against the Turkish presumpt ion of occupying Turkish 

terr i tories, Austr ia demands the reinstallation of the two hospodars now 15 

residing at Vienna, whose return to Wallachia and Moldavia , along with the 

first Austr ian t roops , M. de Bruck has announced to the Por te . Reshid Pasha 

replies that the Porte will take the propriety of their restorat ion into con

sideration—Herr von Bruck, on his part , insisting, however , on the fulfillment 

of Article III of the Convent ion, which stipulates the reës tabl ishment of the 20 

late Government . I t will be remembered that I called at tent ion to the ambig

uous construct ion liable to be put on this article. Reshid Pasha re tor ts that 

this reëstabl ishment could not t ake place before the Por te had made sure that 

the hospodars had not failed in their duty as loyal subjects . The Por te had 

no serious complaints against Prince Ghika of Moldavia, bu t the conduct of 25 
Stirbey, the hospodar of Wallachia, had been very compromising, having 

proved himself a part isan of Russia in the most scandalous manner , so that 

his expulsion had been imposed upon the Por te . Her r von Bruck then ap

pealed to the Sultan, who assembled an extraordinary Council , in which the 

compromise was made that bo th hospodars should be recalled to their pos ts 30 

provisionally, while the Porte would appoint a High Commissioner to inquire 

into their conduct , and then come to a definitive resolution. N o w it will be 

a t once unders tood that Prince Ghika, against whom Reshid pre tends to have 

no serious object ions, is only nominally recalled, Moldavia remaining in the 

hands of the Russians. The recall of Prince Stirbey, expelled by the Por te 35 
itself, and stigmatized as a Russian agent, is , on the contrary , a real restora

t ion, as a port ion of Wallachia is already evacuated by the Russ ians , and the 

o ther likely to become so at no distant t ime. 

But the action of Austr ian diplomacy does not s top there . We read in 

yes te rday ' s Morning Post, dated Belgrade, July 19: 40 

" A n order arrived yesterday, from Constant inople , immediately to sus-
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pend all a rmaments and military exercises . I t is confidently stated that there 

is another order for disarmament . The intelligence was forwarded at once 

to Prince Alexander ." 

This , then, is the answer of the Por te to the Servian protes t against an 

5 Austr ian occupation. Thus that miserable Turkish Government is simulta

neously prevented from thwart ing its avowed enemy, and driven into hostile 

and usurpa tory acts against its own loyal dependencies . By the t reaty of the 

14th June i t b roke its Convent ions wi th the Principalities, and by the order 

for d isarmament i t b reaks the fundamental laws of Servia. By the same stroke 

10 of policy, the Turkish army is worked into a state of insurrection, and Servia 

and the Principalities are th rown into the arms of Russia. The Austr ian 

summons for the evacuat ion of the Principalities turns out to be a prohibition 

to the Turks to enter them, and the boas ted a rmaments of Austr ia to be the 

d isarmament of Servia. 

15 Wi th all tha t stupid Austria, a mere tool in the hands of the Czar and his 

English confederates , is only preparing the e lements of a general revolution, 

the first victim of which she herself will be , and of which nobody can com

plain except Utopian react ionaries like David Urquhar t . You are already 

informed of the first movements in Italy. The public papers speak of riots 

20 a t Genoa, Modena, Parma, e tc . ; but , in my opinion, the scenes which have 

occurred at Fer ra ra remind us more of the general insurrect ion of 1848 than 

all t he rest. Tha t I have justly character ized, f rom the first, the patriotic 

voluntary loan of the arrogant and bankrupt Austr ian Government , you will 

see from the notification Chevalier le Burger has lately addressed to the loyal 

25 subjects of Lombardy . He informs them that the quota the Lombard ian 

terr i tory has to pay to the voluntary loan will amount to 40,000,000 florins, 

equivalent to 104,400,000 francs, which, divided among the population, 

makes 40 francs per head. "This voluntary loan ," says the Unione, " resolves 

itself into a gigantic confiscation—every province , every commune and every 

30 individual having [been] assigned a quota which it must pay voluntarily.'" In 

order to leave no doubt as to the t rue meaning of this voluntary loan, the 

notification of Chevalier Burger ends in the following t e rms : " I t must be 

more than evident, that in case the voluntary loan should not succeed, an 

extraordinary and forced contr ibution must be levied upon the various ele-

35 ments of the produce of land, capital , commerce and industry in the mos t 

convenient propor t ions ." 

At Monday ' s sitting of the Commons , for the first t ime in the annals of 

Parl iament, the Lord President of the Ministry and Leader of the House rose 

on the pretext of giving a deliberate exposi t ion of the intentions of the 

40 Cabinet , which he completely recanted six hours later in the same place. At 

7 P .M. Sevastopol was bombarded , dismantled, des t royed and dismembered 
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from Russia. At 1.15 A.M. the Russian fleet at Sevastopol was to be reduced 

by one or two sail of the line, and "Russia by no means to be disturbed in 

her present rank and posit ion." During six hours little Johnny brawled, 

swaggered, bullied, hectored, rhodomontized, cheered, congratulated, ampli

fied to his Commoner s ; during six hours he caused Parl iament to revel in 5 

"a fool 's pa rad ise , " when, by no more than one sting of Mr . Disraeli 's tongue, 

this bubble speech suddenly shrunk together, and the false lion was forced 

to hang his usual calf-skin round his shoulders. This was a " d a y of humili

a t ion" for the Ministry, bu t they carried their three millions of pounds . 

At Tuesday ' s sitting the debate on Lord Stuar t ' s mot ion for the non- io 

adjournment of Parl iament took place. They had voted away the money of 

the count ry ; they could not but vote their confidence in the Ministry. This 

being generally unders tood by the honorable members , t he House was but 

thinly a t tended, the debate dull, the Ministry more provoking than ever , and 

the motion of Dudley negatived without a division. The Ministry contr ived 15 

to turn their very disgrace into a victory over the Commoner s . This was the 

" d a y of humil iat ion" for Parliament. Never the less , t he sitting became im

por tan t from the defense of the warfare furnished by Mr. Herber t , the British 

Secretary at War , and Woronzoff 's brother-in-law; from Berkeley, the Lord 

of the Admiral ty 's indiscret ions; and from little Johnny ' s magisterial declara- 20 

t ions on the internal state of the English Ministry. 

In answer to the complaints about the deficient organizat ion of the com

missariat , Mr. Herber t , a thin-headed ex-young Tory, en tered into an elabo

ra te eulogy of Commissary-General Fielder, who was certainly the fittest 

man for the place, because , some fifty years ago, he had enjoyed the con- 25 

f idence of the Iron Duke , and held high offices under him. To the dis

agreeable letters of the newspaper cor respondents , he opposed the high-

colored repor ts of " the very bes t paymasters in the serv ice ," and the obliga

tory compliments of some French officers. He ut tered not a word about the 

army being desti tute of any means of t ransport , being supplied neither with 30 
mules nor horses to carry the baggage and the water necessary for an army 

marching from Varna and Devna toward the Danube , and the other neces

saries required on a march. He ut tered not a word about the deficient means 

of the army to supply itself with food. He did not refute the fact that no 

commissar ia t was appointed until several divisions of t roops had been sent 35 
out , and the fleets were at Constant inople. He dared not contradict the 

assert ion tha t Lord Raglan himself had stated that his t roops had been sta

t ioned at one place nearly two months , but could no t advance from the 

deficiency of the commissariat , although they were a lmost within can-

nonshot ' s hearing of the half-starved enemy. 40 

In a similar way the ingenious brother-in-law of Prince Woronzoff got rid 
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o f t h e complaints on t h e ordnance . He spent m u c h brea th u p o n an answer 

to a r e p r o a c h m a d e by nobody b u t himself, viz: that there were only six-

pounders out with t h e army in Turkey, while he passed u n d e r obst inate 

silence t h e facts that there w a s no batter ing train with the army, that the 

5 infantry was almost unsuppor ted by cavalry, t h e m o s t essential arm for 

operat ions in the plains of Wallachia, and that t h e 40,000 m e n at V a r n a had 

n o t 40 pieces of artillery to oppose to t h e Russians where every corps of 

40,000 m e n deploys 120 pieces. 

To the attacks on the negligence of t h e G o v e r n m e n t in supplying t h e army 

10 with t h e necessary implements, t h e brother-in-law of Woronzoff answered 

by an indignant defense of the military c o m m a n d e r s w h o were not at all to 

b lame. 

As to the fatal accidents and the British m o n o p o l y of fatal accidents, n o n e 

of which h a p p e n e d to the F r e n c h expedit ion, t h e H o n o r a b l e Mr. H e r b e r t 

15 replied, first, that it was t rue that a ship which carried out a port ion of the 

6th Dragoons was lost by fire, but t h a t t h e c o m m a n d e r , "a noble old man, 

faced the m o s t terrible death which m a n c a n be subject to, and refused, at 

t h e solicitation of his own men, to leave t h e ship until, a las ! i t was t o o late, 

and he per i shed at his p o s t . " T h e imbecile C o m m o n e r s cheered this non-

20 sensical answer. As to t h e loss of t h e Tiger, he declared it to belong to t h e 

chapter of accidents . As to the "gr ievous casualty in the Baltic—why, it 

proved t h e foolhardiness of our s e a m e n . " 

T h e small-headed m a n then proceeded to answer the quest ion whether " n o 

practical results had b e e n brought about by our fleets and a r m i e s ? " and he 

25 glories in the " c o m p l e t e , effective, and irresistible b lockade of the Russ ian 

p o r t s . " This b lockade was so effective that , for instance, eight Russian 

war-steamers have reached Odessa from Sevastopol, notwithstanding bom

b a r d m e n t s , fights and obstruction. It was so effective that t h e Baltic t rade 

is carried on through Russia to such an ex tent t h a t Russian produce is selling 

30 at L o n d o n at a price very little higher t h a n that at which it sold before the 

war ; that at Odessa c o m m e r c e is carried on exact ly as last year, and that even 

t h e nominal b lockades of the Black and White Seas were only some days 

ago forced u p o n the English by B o n a p a r t e . 

B u t t h e English G o v e r n m e n t did m o r e , exclaims t h e noble young m a n call-

35 ed Herber t . H a d they not wres ted from Russia t h e ability of communicat ing 

supplies by the Black Sea, and cut t h e m off from all access by sea? He forgot 

that for four m o n t h s t h e y left the Russians in t h e c o m m a n d of t h e D a n u b e , 

that t h e y allowed them to appropriate with only 15,000 m e n the E u r o p e a n 

corn-houses of Moldavia and Wallachia, that t h e y abandoned to t h e m t h e 

40 rich flocks of the Dobrodja almost u n d e r their eyes , and that they prevented 

t h e Turkish fleet from annihilating the Russ ian squadron at Sinope. 
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They had an ample share in the military success of the Turks , because by 

forming their reserve they enabled them to use every man and every gun 

against the invading army. Need I repeat to your readers that , as long as the 

Russ ians were unable to concentra te a superior force in the Principalities, 

the British Government interdicted Omer Pasha the use of his own numerical 5 

superiority and the fruits of his first victories? 

Had their forces done anything else? " H o w many pounds sterling had been 

expended by Russia in erecting a line of forts along the coas t of Circassia? 

In one short campaign, all these strong places, which formed the chains with 

which Circassia was bound, had, with one except ion, fallen into their hands 10 

or into those of their all ies." Woronzoff ! Woronzoff ! Do you not r emember 

that , when advised, at the beginning of the session, to take those forts , you 

refused to do so, thus allowing the Russians to wi thdraw their garrisons to 

Sevastopol? You have only taken the forts which the Russians chose to 

abandon, and that single "except ion ," which you neither destroyed nor 15 

captured, nor at tacked, is the only one worth taking, the only one thought 

wor th holding by the Russians, and the only one by which you could com

municate with the Circassians—Anapa. 

Mr. Herber t reached the climax of his insipid diatribe w h e n he pre tended 

tha t in the glorious defense of Silistria, which they neither relieved, nor 20 

allowed Omer Pasha to relieve, England had a share , because of one dead 

young man, called Captain Butler. Lieutenant Nasmyth , as a living man, is 

of course not ment ioned. Captain Butler, let me tell you , wen t to Silistria, 

only after the Government had refused to send him there , and the more 

ground for Marshal Herber t to claim credit for his conduct . As to Lieutenant 25 

Nasmyth , he belongs to the class who were shortly to be expelled from the 

British camp, and went to Silistria in the capacity of a newspaper cor

respondent . 

Lord Dudley Stuar t having assailed the Government for not procuring 

s teamers drawing only three feet of water and carrying one or two heavy 30 

guns , Admiral Berkeley—who spoke after Gen. Herbert—begged the noble 

Lord " to t each the Surveyor of the Navy how to build such s teamboa ts . " 

This was the answer given by the gallant Whig Admiral to the quest ion how 

the Admiral ty could fit out a fleet for the Baltic wi thout providing a large 

number of gun-boats . Brave Berkeley and his scientific Surveyor of the N a v y 35 

would do well to apply for instruction at the Swedish and Russian Admiralties 

than to poor and deluded Dudley Stuart . 

We have now done with the defense of British warfare as put forward 

by elegant Herber t and gallant Berkeley, and we come now to the indiscreet 

revelat ions of that same Berkeley. On the previous evening the Sevastopol 40 

bubble was blown up by little Johnnie; on this evening the Crons tadt bubble 
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exploded through the means of Berkeley. As the Austr ians alone will fight 

out the case in the Principalities, there remains no field of action "for the 

mos t formidable armies and navies , wi th screw-propellers , paixhans , and 

other monster powers of destruct ion ever fitted and sent out by any coun t ry . " 

5 F rom a letter wri t ten by the gallant commander of the Baltic fleet the follow

ing quotat ion was made by gallant Berkeley: " I t has no t been in my power 

to do anything with this powerful fleet; for at tacking either Cronstadt or 

Sweaborg would have been cer ta in des t ruc t ion ." This was not all. Brave 

Berkeley exulting a t wha t the mos t powerful fleet could no t do , wen t on 

10 babbling: "Admira l Chads , than whom no man possesses a greater amount 

of scientific knowledge, wro te also in these te rms : 'After two days inspection 

from the l ighthouse, and full v iews of the forts and ships, t he former are too 

substantial for the fire of ships. They are large masses of granite. With 

respec t to an at tack on the ships where they are , i t is not to be entertained. ' " 

15 As to Napier , brave Berkeley concludes wi th the w o r d s : "The re never was 

a British officer who had more completely car te blanche to under take what 

he pleased. So far from his hands being tied up by the Government i t has 

afforded him every encouragement to p r o c e e d " from Bomarsund to Cron

stadt, and from Cronstadt to Bomarsund . 

20 On the remark of Mr. Hildyard, a Tory , that " in the whole course of his 

life he never heard such indiscret ion," tha t Berkeley had spoken as a plain 

agent of Russia, and that all the rodomontades about Crons tad t had notwith

standing experienced his silent approval , b rave Berkeley recanted his indis

cret ions so far as to say that Napier had only spoken of his present posit ion, 

25 with ships alone, and without being backed by any land forces . That nothing 

could be done in the Baltic wi thout land t roops and wi thout an alliance with 

Sweden, I have repeated to you all the t ime, since Napier left t he English 

shores , and my opinion was part icipated in by every scientific military 

man. 

30 I come now to the last point of this memorable debate , the magisterial 

declarat ions of Lord John Russell . After having got his note for 3,000,000 

he was as barefaced as he was shamefaced, 20 hours before , w h e n quailing 

under the sarcasms of Disraeli. " H e certainly did not think i t necessary to 

give any further explanation of the s tatements which he made last night ." 

35 As to the "painful dis t inct ions" which cer ta in part ies had a t tempted to draw 

be tween Aberdeen and his colleagues, he would tell them that "wi th regard 

to the general measures of the war , those measures had been considered, 

step by step, by those advisers of H e r Majesty who were usually called the 

Cabinet , and for the decisions which had been adopted, all the colleagues 

40 of Lord Aberdeen were alike responsible to Par l iament and the country with 

that noble lord ." In fact, he dared—but at no risk—to tell the House : "If we 
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are the fit ministers of the Crown, we have the discret ion to call or not to 

call Parl iament together; if we are not fit to have that discretion, on the other 

hand, we are not longer fit to be the ministers of the C r o w n . " 

Being present at the sittings of the English Parl iament on Monday and 

Tuesday , I confess to my error in having stigmatized, in 1848, in the New- 5 

Rhenish Gazette, the Berlin and Frankfort assemblies as the lowest possible 

express ions of Parl iamentary life. 

I t will be amusing for your readers to see opposed to the declarations of 

Woronzoff ' s British brother-in-law, the fades b ravadoes of a Russell , and 

the roaring leaders of The Times, the following ext rac ts from the latest letter 10 

of The Times correspondent at the British camp near Varna , dated July 13. 

"The night before this there was a general belief that peace would soon 

be proclaimed, inasmuch as an Austr ian E n v o y was repor ted to be dining with 

Gen. Brown, and this Austr ian Envoy was on his way from Shumla, where 

he had held long interviews with Omer Pasha, to Varna , where he was to 15 

consul t with Lord Raglan and Marshal St. Arnaud. I t was repor ted that the 

Duke of Cambridge had said that the cavalry would be home by November , 

and the infantry by May. Surely i t cannot be affirmed we are at war , or that 

the allied armies have taken a belligerent part , or exhibited warlike actions 

since they landed in Turkey. Our parades , reviews, drills, and inspections 20 

are as harmless , as innocent , as if they took place at Satory or at Chobham, 

and our whole operat ions by land have been confined to , first, a recon-

noitering excursion by Lord Cardigan; secondly, the dispatch of some en

gineer officers and sappers to Silistria and Rus tchuk; thirdly, the march of 

a few French pontonniers in the same direction; and, fourthly, the further 25 

dispatch of a company of sappers and of 150 sailors to Rustchuk, to const ruct 

a bridge across from the bank to the islands and thence across to the other 

s ide ." 

There exists no Bastile in England, but there exist lunatic asylums to which 

every individual obnoxious to the Court , or standing in the way of certain 30 
family ar rangements , may simply be confined by a lettre de cachet. In 

Wednesday ' s debate on the case of Dr. Pei thmann, this was fully proved by 

Mr. Otway, backed by Mr. Henley. There were wanted only some words of 

Lord Palmerston, the civis Romanus, and the notor ious advocate of " t h e 

rights and privileges of the British subject"—and the subject [was ] dropped. 35 
Palmers ton did not so much as pretend that Pe i thmann was a real madman, 

bu t only that "he appeared to imagine to have some claim upon [the] Govern

men t , " and imagining to pursue that claim in a very t roublesome way to the 

Queen , or ra ther that anonymous personage called Prince Albert . The 

Coburgs are everywhere ; they pretend at this very moment to appropriate 40 

the Spanish nation. "I t i s , " says the Ministerial Globe, "a quest ion of the 
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rights of the doctor and of the rights of the Queen, and we believe that there 

is no man in or out of Parl iament who can hesi tate in balancing these r ights ." 

No wonder , then, that Thomas Paine ' s "Rights of M a n " were publicly burned 

in this free and blessed country. 

5 Another little Parl iamentary comedy was performed on the same Wednes 

day evening. At the sitting of last Fr iday, Mr. But t had moved the resolution 

that British subjects should be forbidden, under certain penalt ies, to t rade 

in Russian Government securit ies; this bill relating only to loans contracted 

by the Russian Government during the present war . The British Government 

10 had not proposed the bill, but it could hardly dare to oppose it, as Bonapar te 

had already falsely announced in the Moniteur tha t the British Government 

concurred with him in considering subscriptions to the Russian loan as illegal. 

Palmerston, therefore, supported Mr. But t ' s motion, but found himself 

opposed in no very cour teous manner by Mr. Wilson, the sage editor of The 

15 Economist, and Secretary of the Treasury. N o w , on Wednesday the same 

Palmerston, having defended the Coalition Cabinet on Monday, having 

abstained from speaking on Tuesday and thus secured the real success of 

the Coalition, could not but seize upon this opportuni ty to resume his position 

as the "unprotec ted female" of the Cabinet . He spoke wi th the aspect and 

20 in the tone of a male Sybil, as if overpowered by the spontaneous explosion 

of his patriotic feelings, which he , poor man , was forced to suppress on the 

two preceding evenings, fet tered as he was by the cold necessi ty of an official 

posit ion. He elicited the inevitable cheers of the honorable and deluded 

gent lemen when he declared " the bill simply affirmed the principle that 

25 British subjects should not supply the Russians with funds to carry on the 

war. The arguments adduced by the Secretary of the Treasury went to show 

that we should abolish our laws of high t reason. Such arguments were sheer 

nonsense . " Note that this is the same man who , during twenty-four years , 

imposed the Russo-Dutch loan upon England, and is at this very moment 

30 the most influential member of a Cabinet which cont inues to pay the capital 

and interest of that loan, thus supplying him with "funds to carry on the 

war . " 

Karl Marx . 
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That Bore of a War 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4159, 17. August 1854 

That Bore of a War. 

It is now very near a twelvemonth since a small Turkish corps , two battal ions, 

succeeded in crossing the Danube near Turtukai , opposi te Oltenitza, th rew 

up in t renchments there , and being at tacked by the Russ ians , repulsed them 

in a very spirited little affair, which, being the first engagement in the war, 5 

took the style and title of the Battle of Oltenitza. There the Turks alone were 

opposed to the Russ ians ; they had no British or F rench t roops behind them 

as a reserve , and could not even expect any suppor t from the allied fleets. 

And yet they held their ground on the Wallachian side of the river for a 

fortnight at Oltenitza, and for the whole winter at Kalafat . 10 

Since then, England and France have declared war against Russ ia ; sundry 

exploits of a doubtful nature it is t rue have been achieved. Black Sea fleets, 

Baltic fleets, and an army of now nearly a hundred thousand English and 

F rench soldiers are there to assist the Turks or to make diversions in their 

favor. And the upshot of all this is nothing bu t a repet i t ion of the Oltenitza 15 

bus iness on a larger scale, bu t ra ther less successfully t han last year. 

The Russians laid siege to Silistria. They wen t about i t stupidly bu t bravely. 

They were defeated day after.day, night after night; not by superior science, 

not by Captain Butler or Lieutenant Nasmyth , the two British officers 

p resen t who , according to The Times, saved Silistria. They were defeated 20 

by the ignorance of the Turks , an ignorance extending so far as not to know 

w h e n a fort or rampar t ceases to be tenable, and sticking doggedly to every 

inch of ground, every molehill which the enemy appears to covet . They were 

defeated, bes ides , by the stolidity of their own Generals , by fever and 

cholera; finally by the moral effect of an allied a rmy menacing their left, and 25 

an Austr ian army menacing their right wing. When the war began, we stated 

that the Russian army had never been able to lay a regular siege, and the 

ill-managed operat ions before Silistria show that they have not improved 

since. Well, they were defeated; they had to decamp in the mos t discreditable 
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way imaginable; they had to raise the siege of an incomplete fortress in the 

midst of a fine season, and without any t roops coming to relieve the garrison. 

Such an event occurs not more than once in a century ; and whatever the 

Russians may try to do in the autumn, the campaign is lost, disgracefully lost 

5 for them. 

But now for the reverse of the medal . Silistria is free. The Russians re t reat 

to the left bank of the Danube . They even prepare for, and gradually execute 

the evacuat ion of the Dobrodja . Hi rsova and Matchin are dismantled. The 

Sereth seems to be the line to which the Russians t rus t for the defense, not 

10 of their conquests , but of their own terr i tory. Omer Pasha , the wily old Croat , 

who can hold his tongue or tell a lie as well as anybody, " in the execut ion 

of his du ty , " at once sends a corps to the Dobrodja and another to Rustchuk, 

thus engaging the two wings of the Russians at once. There were far bet ter 

maneuvers possible a t the t ime, bu t poor old Omer appears to know the Turks 

15 and the allies bet ter than we do. The correc t military move to be made would 

have been to march through the Dobrodja or by Kala rash upon the com

munications of the enemy; bu t after wha t we have seen, we cannot even 

accuse Omer of having missed a good opportuni ty . We know that his a rmy 

is very badly cared for—provided with almost nothing—and cannot , therefore , 

20 execute rapid movements which would remove it to a dis tance from its base , 

or open up fresh lines of operation. These movements , decisive as they are 

in their effect, when under taken by a sufficient force, are not within the reach 

of an army which lives from hand to mouth , and has to pass through a bar ren 

country. We know that Omer Pasha went to Varna , imploring the aid of the 

25 allied generals, who at tha t t ime had 75,000 capital soldiers there , within four 

days ' march of the Danube ; bu t neither St. Arnaud nor Raglan thought proper 

to c o m e up to where they could meet the enemy. Thus Omer could do no 

more than he has done . He sent 25,000 m e n toward the Dobrodja , and 

marched with the rest of his a rmy to Rustchuk. Here his t roops passed from 

30 island to island until the Danube was crossed, and then, by a sudden march 

to the left, took Giurgevo in the rear , and forced the Russians to quit it. On 

the next day the Russians were d rawn up on some hights to the nor th of 

Giurgevo, where the Turks a t tacked them. A sanguinary battle ensued, 

remarkable for the number of English officers w h o , with rare success , 

35 competed for the honor of being shot first. They all got their bullets, but with 

no benefit to anybody, for i t would be prepos terous to think that the sight 

of a British officer being shot could inflame a Turkish soldier to invincibility. 

However , t he Russians having a mere advanced guard on the spot—a brigade, 

the two regiments of Kolyvan and Tomsk—got bea ten , and the Turks made 

40 good their footing on the Wallachian bank of the Danube . They at once set 

about fortifying the place, and as they had British sappers , and as at Kalafat 
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they did very well for themselves , there is no doubt that they were making 

a formidable posit ion of it. But thus far they were al lowed to go, and no 

further. Tha t Empero r of Austr ia who now for eight mon ths has been trying 

hard to act the par t of an independent man, steps in at once . The Principalities 

have been promised to his t roops as a feeding ground, and he intends to have 5 
them. Wha t business have the Turks there? Le t t hem go back to Bulgaria. 

So down comes the order from Constant inople to wi thdraw the Turkish 

t roops from the left bank,- and to leave "all tha t plot of l and" to the tender 

mercies of the Austr ian soldiers. Diplomacy is above strategy. Whatever may 

c o m e of it, the Austr ians will save their own frontiers by occupying a few 10 
yards of ground beyond; and to this important end even the necessit ies of 

the war must give way. Besides, is not Omer Pasha an Austr ian deser ter? 

And Austr ia never forgets. In Montenegro she interrupted his victorious 

career ; and she repeats the process again, to make the renegade feel that he 

is no t ye t ou t of the allegiance of his lawful sovereign. 15 

It is entirely useless to enter into the military details of this present stage 

of the campaign. The actions possess little tactical interest , being plain, 

straightforward front a t tacks ; the movements of t roops on either side are 

ruled more by diplomatical than strategical motives. Mos t likely we shall see 

the campaign closing without any great enterprise , for on the Danube there 20 
is nothing prepared for a grand offensive, and as to the taking of Sevastopol , 

of which we hear so much, the beginning will probably be delayed until the 

season is so far advanced that i t must be pos tponed till next year . 

I t would seem that whoever may have had any conservat ive leanings in 

E u r o p e must lose them when he looks at this everlast ing Eas te rn Question. 25 
There is all Eu rope , incapable, convicted for the last sixty years of in

capability to settle this puny little strife. There they are , F rance , England, 

Russia , going actually to war . They carry on their war for six m o n t h s ; and 

unless by mistake, or on a very shabby scale, they have not even come to 

b lows. There they are , eighty or ninety thousand English and F rench soldiers 30 

at Varna , commanded by old Wellington's late military secretary, and by a 

Marsha l of F rance (whose greatest exploits, i t is t rue , we re performed in 

L o n d o n pawnshops)—there they are, the F rench doing nothing and the British 

helping them as fast as they can; and as they may think this sort of business 

not exactly honorable , the fleets are come up to Baltshik Roads to have a 35 
look at them and to see which of the two armies can enjoy the dolce far niente 

with the greates t decorum. And yet , al though the allies have hi therto only 

been eating up the provisions upon which the Turkish a rmy had calculated, 

idling away day after day at Varna for the last two months , they are not yet 

fit for duty. They would have relieved Silistria if required by about the middle 40 

of May next year. The t roops that have conquered Algeria and learned the 
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theory and pract ice of war on one of the mos t difficult theaters in exis tence, 

the soldiers who fought the Sikhs on the sands of the Indus , and the Kaffirs 

in the thorny bush of South Africa, in countr ies far more savage than 

Bulgaria—there they are , helpless and useless , fit for nothing in a country 

5 which even exports corn! 

But if the allies are miserable in their per formances , so are the Russ ians . 

They have had plenty of t ime to prepare . They have done whatever they 

could, for they knew from the beginning wha t res t is tance they would find. 

And yet , wha t have they been able to do? Nothing. They could no t take a 

10 yard of contested ground from the Turks ; they could no t t ake Kalafat ; they 

could not bea t the Turks in one single engagement . And yet they are the same 

Russians w h o , under Münnich and Suvaroff conquered the Black Sea coast 

f rom the D o n to the Dniester. But Schilder is not Münnich, Pashkiewitch 

is not Suvaroff, and though the Russian soldier can bear f logging with the 

15 cane beyond all o thers , ye t when it comes to habitual retreating, he loses his 

steadiness as well as anybody else. 

The fact is, tha t conservat ive Europe—the Europe of "order , proper ty , 

family, religion"—the Europe of monarchs , feudal lords , moneyed men, 

however they m a y be differently assor ted in different countries—is once 

20 more exhibiting its ex t reme impotency. E u r o p e may be rot ten, bu t a war 

should have roused the sound e lements ; a war should have brought forth 

some latent energies, and assuredly there should be tha t much pluck among 

two hundred and fifty millions of men that at least one decent struggle might 

be got up , wherein bo th part ies could reap some honor , such as force and 

25 spirit can carry off even from the field of bat t le . But no . N o t only is the 

England of the middle classes, the F rance of the Bonapar tes , incapable of 

a decent , hear ty , hard-fought war ; bu t even Russia , the country of Europe 

least infected by infidel and unnerving civilization, cannot bring about 

anything of the kind. The Turks are fit for sudden starts of offensive action, 

30 and s tubborn resis tance on the defensive, bu t seem not to be made for large 

combined maneuvers with great armies . Thus everything is reduced to a 

degree of impuissance and a reciprocal confession of weakness , which 

appears to be as reciprocally expected by all par t ies . With governments such 

as they are at present , this Eas te rn war may be carried on for thirty years , 

35 and ye t come to no conclusion. 

But while official incompetency is thus displaying itself all over Europe , 

in the south-western corner of that cont inent a movement breaks out which 

at once shows that there are still o ther forces more active than the offi

cial ones . Whatever may be the real character and the end of the Spanish 

40 rising, so m u c h at least may be affirmed, that it bears to a future revolut ion 

the same relation as the Swiss and Italian movements of 1847 to the revolu-
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t ion of 1848. There are two grand facts in it; first, the military, the actual 

rulers of the continent since 1849, have got divided among themselves , and 

have given up their calling of preserving order , for the purpose of asserting 

their o w n opinion in opposition to the Government . Their discipline taught 

them their power , and this power has loosened their discipline. Secondly, 

we have had the spectacle of a successful barr icade fight. Wherever barri

cades had been raised since June , 1848, they had hi therto proved of no avail. 

Barr icades , the resis tance of the populat ion of a large town against the 

military, seemed of no effect whatever . Tha t prejudice has fallen. We have 

again seen victorious, unassailable barr icades. The spell is broken. A new 

revolut ionary era is rendered possible, and it is significant that while the 

t roops of official Europe are showing themselves useless in actual war, they 

are at the same t ime defeated by the insurgent inhabitants of a town. 
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Espartero. 

It is o n e of the pecularities of revolut ions that jus t as t h e people seem about 

to take a great start and to o p e n a n e w era, t h e y suffer themselves to be ruled 

by the delusions of the past and surrender all the p o w e r and influence they 

5 have so dearly w o n into the h a n d s of m e n who represent , or are supposed 

to represent , the popular m o v e m e n t of a by-gone epoch. E s p a r t e r o is one 

of those tradit ional m e n w h o m t h e people are w o n t to take u p o n their backs 

at m o m e n t s of social crises, and w h o m , like the ill-natured old fellow that 

obstinately clasped his legs about t h e n e c k of Sindbad the sailor, they after-

10 w a r d find it difficult to get rid of. Ask a Spaniard of the so-called Progressist 

School w h a t is the political value of E s p a r t e r o , and he will promptly reply 

that " E s p a r t e r o represents t h e unity of t h e great l iberal par ty ; E s p a r t e r o i s 

popular b e c a u s e he c a m e from the p e o p l e ; his popular i ty w o r k s exclusively 

for t h e cause of t h e Progres i s tas . " It is t rue that he is t h e son of an artisan, 

15 w h o has climbed up to be t h e Regent of Spain; a n d that , having entered t h e 

a r m y as a c o m m o n soldier, he left it as a Field-Marshal. B u t if he be t h e 

symbol of t h e unity of t h e great liberal party, i t c a n only be that indifferent 

point of unity in which all ex t remes are neutral ized. A n d as to the popular i ty 

of the Progresistas, we do not exaggerate in saying that i t was lost from t h e 

20 m o m e n t it became transferred from the bulk of that party to this single 

individual. 

We need no other proof of the ambiguous and exceptional character of 

E s p a r t e r o ' s greatness, b e y o n d t h e simple fact that , so far, nobody has b e e n 

able to account for it. While his friends take refuge in allegoric generalities, 

25 his enemies, alluding to a strange feature of his pr ivate life, declare him b u t 

a lucky gambler. Both, then, friends and enemies , are at an equal loss to 

discover any logical connect ion b e t w e e n t h e m a n himself, and the fame and 

t h e n a m e of the man. 

E s p a r t e r o ' s military merits are as m u c h contes ted as his political short-
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comings are incontestable. In a voluminous biography, published by Señor 

de Florez , m u c h fuss is made about his military p rowess and generalship as 

shown in the provinces of Charcas , Paz, Arequipa, Potosí and Cochabamba, 

where he fought under the orders of Gen. Morillo, then charged with the 

reduct ion of the South American States under the authori ty of the Spanish 5 

Crown. But the general impression produced by his South American feats 

of a rms upon the excitable mind of his nat ive count ry is sufficiently charac

terized by his being designated as the chief of the Ayacuchismo, and his 

par t isans as Ayacuchos, in allusion to the unfor tunate batt le at Ayacucho , 

in which Peru and South America were definitively lost for Spain. He is, at 10 
all events , a very extraordinary hero whose historical bapt i sm dates from 

a defeat , instead of a success . In the seven yea r s ' war against the Carlists , 

he never signalized himself by one of those daring s t rokes by which Narvaez , 

his rival, became early known as an iron-nerved soldier. He had certainly 

the gift of making the bes t of small successes , while it was mere luck that 15 

Maro to be t rayed to him the last forces of the Pre tender , Cabrera ' s rising in 

1840 being only a pos thumous at tempt to galvanize the dry bones of Carlism. 

Señor de Marliani himself, one of Espar te ro ' s admirers , and the historian 

of modern Spain, cannot but own that that seven yea r s ' war is to be compared 

wi th nothing bu t the feuds waged in the ten th century be tween the pe t ty lords 20 
of Gaul, w h e n success was not the result of victory. I t appears , by another 

mischance , tha t of all the peninsular deeds of Espa r t e ro , tha t which made 

the liveliest impression upon the public memory was , if no t exact ly a defeat, 

at least a singularly strange performance in a hero of liberty. He became 

renowned as the bombarder of cities—of Barcelona and Seville. If the 25 

Spaniards , says a writer , should ever paint him as Mars , we should see the 

god figuring as a "wall-bat terer ." 

When Christ ina was forced, in 1840, to resign her Regency and to fly from 

Spain, Espar te ro assumed, against the wishes of a very large section of the 

Progresis tas , the supreme authority within the limits of Parl iamentary 30 

Government . He surrounded himself with a sort of camarilla, and affected 

the airs of a military dictator, without really elevating himself above the 

mediocri ty of a consti tutional king. His favor ex tended to Moderados ra ther 

than to old Progresis tas , who , with a few except ions , we re excluded from 

office. Without conciliating his enemies , he gradually estranged his friends. 35 

Without the courage to break through the shackles of the parl iamentary 

régime, he did not know how to accept it, h o w to manage it, or h o w to 

t ransform it into an instrument of action. During his three yea r s ' dictatorship, 

the revolut ionary spirit was b roken step by step, through endless com

promises , and the dissensions within the progressist par ty were allowed to 40 

reach such a pitch as to enable the Moderados to regain exclusive power by 
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a coup de main. Thus Espar te ro became so divested of authori ty that his o w n 

Embassador at Paris conspired against him with Christ ina and Narvaez ; and 

so poor in resources , that he found no means to ward off their miserable 

intrigues, or the pet ty tr icks of Louis Philippe. So little did he unders tand 

5 his o w n posit ion that he made an inconsiderate stand against public opinion 

when it simply wanted a pretext to b reak him to pieces. 

In May, 1843, his populari ty having long since faded away, he retained 

Linage, Zurbano and the other members of his military camarilla, whose 

dismissal was loudly called for; he dismissed the L o p e z Ministry, w h o 

10 commanded a large majority in the Chamber of Deput ies , and he stubbornly 

refused an amnesty for the exiled Moderados , then claimed on all hands , by 

Parl iament, by the people and by the army itself. This demand simply ex

pressed the public disgust with his administrat ion. Then , at once , a hurr icane 

of pronunciamentos against the " tyran t Espar t e ro > ' s h o o k t h e Peninsula from 

15 one end to the o ther ; a movement to be compared only, from the rapidity 

of its spreading, to the present one. Moderados and Progresistas combined 

for the one object of getting rid of the Regent . The crisis took him quite 

unawares—the fatal hour found him unprepared . 

Narvaez , accompanied by O'Donnell , Concha and Pezuela , landed wi th 

20 a handful of men at Valencia. On their side all was rapidity and action, 

considerate audacity, energetic decision. On the side of Espar te ro all was 

helpless hesitation, deadly delay, apathet ic irresolution, indolent weakness . 

While Na rvaez raised the siege of Teruel , and marched into Aragon, Espar

te ro retired from Madrid, and consumed whole weeks in unaccountable 

25 inactivity at Albacete . When Na rvaez had won over the corps of Seoane and 

Zurbano at Torrejon, and was marching on Madrid, Espar tero at length 

effected a junct ion with Van Halen , for the useless and odious bombardment 

of Seville. He then fled from station to station, at every step of his retreat 

deser ted by his t roops , till at last he reached the coast . W h e n he embarked 

30 at Cadiz, tha t town, the last where he re ta ined a par ty , bade its hero farewell 

by also pronouncing against him. An Engl ishman w h o resided in Spain during 

the ca tas t rophe, gives a graphic description of the sliding-scale of Espar te ro ' s 

greatness : " I t was not the t remendous crash of an instant, after a well-fought 

field, but a little and bit by bit descent , after no fighting at all, from Madrid 

35 to Ciudad Real , from Ciudad Real to Albacete , from Albacete to Cordova , 

from Cordova to Seville, from Seville to Por t St. Mary, and thence to the 

wide ocean. He fell from idolatry to enthusiasm, from enthusiasm to at tach

ment , from at tachment to respect , from respect to indifference, from indif

ference to contempt , from contempt to hatred, and from hatred he fell into 

40 the sea . " 

H o w could Espar tero have now again b e c o m e the savior of the country , 
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and " sword of the revolut ion," as he is called? This event would be quite 

incomprehensible were i t not for the ten years of react ion Spain has suffered 

under the brutal dictatorship of Narvaez , and the brooding yoke of the 

Queen ' s minions, who supplanted him. Extens ive and violent epochs of 

react ion are wonderfully fitted for reestablishing the fallen men of révolu- 5 

t ionary miscarriages. The greater the imaginative powers of a people—and 

where is imagination greater than in the south of Europe?—the more irre

sistible their impulse to oppose to individual incarnat ions of despotism 

individual incarnations of the revolution. As they cannot improvise t hem at 

once , they excavate the dead men of their previous movemen t s . Was not 10 

Na rvaez himself on the point of growing popular at t he expense of Sartorius? 

The Espar te ro who , on the 29th of July, held his t r iumphant ent rance into 

Madrid, was no real man; he was a ghost, a name , a reminiscence. 

I t is bu t due to justice to record that Espar te ro never professed to be 

anything bu t a constitutional monarchist ; and if there had ever existed any 15 

doubt upon that point, i t mus t have disappeared before the enthusiast ic 

recept ion he met with during his exile, at Windsor Cast le and from the 

governing classes of England. W h e n he arrived in L o n d o n the whole aristoc

racy flocked to his abode, the Duke of Wellington and Palmers ton at their 

head . Aberdeen , in his quality of Foreign Minister, sent him an invitation 20 

to be presented to the Queen; the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen of the city 

enter ta ined him with gastronomic homages a t the Mansion H o u s e ; and when 

i t became known that the Spanish Cincinnatus passed his leisure hours in 

gardening, there was no Botanical, or Hort icultural , or Agricultural Society 

which was not eager to present him with membership . He was quite the lion 25 

of that metropolis . At the end of 1847 an amnesty recalled the Spanish exiles, 

and the decree of Queen Isabella appointed h im a Senator . He was , however , 

not allowed to leave England before Queen Victoria had invited him and his 

Duchess to her table , adding the extraordinary honor of offering them a 

night 's lodging at Windsor Cast le . It is t rue , we bel ieve, tha t this halo th rown 30 

round his person was somewhat connected with the supposit ion tha t Espar

tero had been and still was the representat ive of British interests in Spain. 

It is no less t rue that the Espar tero demonstra t ion looked something like a 

demonstra t ion against Louis Philippe. 

On his re turn to Spain he received deputat ion upon deputat ion, gratula- 35 

t ions upon graduat ions , and the city of Barcelona dispatched an express 

messenger to apologize for its bad behaviour in 1843. But has anybody ever 

heard his name mentioned during the fatal period from January , 1846, till the 

late events? H a s he ever raised his voice during that dead silence of degraded 

Spain? Is there recorded one single act of patriotic res is tance on his par t? 40 

He quietly ret ires to his estate at Logroño, cultivating his cabbages and flow-
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e rs , waiting his t ime. He did not go even to the revolut ion till the revolution 

came for him. He did more than Mahomet . He expected the mountain to 

come to him, and the mountain came. Still there is one except ion to be 

ment ioned. When the revolut ion of February burs t out , followed by the 

5 general European ear thquake , he caused to be published by Señor de Prin

cipe, and some other fr iends, a little pamphle t entitled "Espartero, his Past, 

his Present, his Future, " to remind Spain that it still harbored the man of 

the past , the present , and the future. The revolut ionary movement soon 

subsiding in F rance , the man of the past , of the present , and of the future 

10 once more sank into oblivion. 

Espar te ro was born a t Granátula , in La Mancha , and like his famous 

fel low-countryman, he also has his fixed idea—the Consti tut ion; and his 

Dulcinea del Toboso—Queen Isabella. On January 8,1848, w h e n he re turned 

from his English exile to Madrid, he was received by the Queen and took 

15 leave of her with the following words : "I p ray your Majesty to call me 

whenever you want an arm to defend, or a hear t to love y o u . " Her Majesty 

has now called and her knight-érrant appears , smoothing the revolut ionary 

waves , enervating the masses by a delusive calm, allowing Christina, San 

Luis and the rest to hide themselves in the pa lace , and loudly professing 

20 his unbroken faith in the words of the innocent Isabella. 

I t is known that this very t rus twor thy Queen , whose features are said to 

assume year after year a more striking resemblance to those of Fer

dinand VII , of infamous memory , had her majority proclaimed on N o v . 15, 

1843. She was then only 13 years old on Nov . 21 of the same year. Olozaga, 

25 w h o m Lopez had const i tuted her tutor for three mon ths , formed a Ministry 

obnoxious to the Camarilla and the Cortes newly elected under the im

pression of the first success of Narvaez . He wanted to dissolve the Cortes , 

and obtained a royal decree signed by the Queen giving him power to do so, 

bu t leaving the date of its promulgat ion blank. On the evening of the 28th, 

30 Olozaga had the decree delivered to him from the hands of the Queen. On 

the evening of the 29th he had another interview with her; but he had hardly 

left her when an Under-Secre tary of State came to his house , and informed 

him that he was dismissed, and demanded back the decree which he had 

forced the Queen to sign. Olozaga, a lawyer by profession, was too sharp 

35 a man to be ensnared in this way. He did not re turn the document till the 

following day, after having shown it to at least one hundred deputies, in proof 

that the signature of the Queen was in her usual , regular handwriting. On 

Dec . 13, Gonzalez Bravo , appointed as Premier , summoned the Presidents 

of the Chambers , the principal Madrid notables , Narvaez , the Marquis de 

40 la Santa Cruz, and others , to the Queen that she might make a declarat ion 

to them concerning what had passed be tween her and Olozaga on the evening 
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of Nov . 28. The innocent little Queen led them into the room where she had 

received Olozaga, and enacted in a very lively, but ra ther overdone manner , 

a little d rama for their instruction. Thus had Olozaga bol ted the door, thus 

seized her dress , thus obliged her to sit down, thus conducted her hand, thus 

forced her signature to the decree , in one word , thus had he violated her royal 5 

dignity. During this scene Gonzalez Bravo took note of these declarat ions, 

while the persons present saw the alleged decree which appeared to be signed 

in a blot ted and t remulous hand. Thus , on the solemn declarat ion of the 

Queen , Olozaga was to be condemned for the cr ime of laesa majestas, to 

be torn in pieces by four horses , or at the best , to be banished for life to the 10 
Philippines. But, as we have seen, he had taken his measures of precaut ion. 

Then followed seventeen days ' debate in the Cor tes , creating a sensat ion 

greater even than that produced by the famous trial of Queen Caroline in 

England. Olozaga 's defense in the Cortes contained among other things this 

passage: "If they tell us that the word of the Queen is to be bel ieved without 15 

quest ion, I answer , N o ! There is e i ther a charge, or there is none . If there 

be , tha t word is a tes t imony, like any other, and to tha t tes t imony I oppose 

mine . " In the balance of the Cortes the word of Olozaga was found to be 

heavier than that of the Queen. Afterward he f led to Portugal to escape the 

assassins sent against him. This was Isabella 's first entrechaton the political 20 
stage of Spain, and the first proof of her hones ty . And this is the same little 

Queen whose words Espar tero now exhorts the people to t rus t in, and to 

w h o m is offered, after eleven yea r s ' school for scandal , the "defending a rm," 

and the "loving hea r t " of the "Sword of the Revolu t ion ." Our readers can 

judge whether the Spanish Revolution is likely to have any useful result or 25 

not . 
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The Attack on the Russian Forts. 

At last i t seems that the allied F r e n c h and English are to m a k e a genuine 

a t tack on Russia. T h e outmost fortifications of t h e E m p i r e , on t h e Aland Isles 

and at Sevastopol in the Black Sea, are successively, i f n o t simultaneously, 

5 to be assailed. Indeed, i t i s rumored in wes te rn E u r o p e that t h e former point 

has already b e e n t a k e n after a brief b o m b a r d m e n t , b u t t h e report wants 

confirmation, and is probably premature . As for t h e a t tempt u p o n Sevastopol 

we have no official information that i t is to be m a d e , b u t i t is positively 

asser ted by The London Times and generally bel ieved in that city. So far 

10 only a couple of divisions of F r e n c h and English t roops have b e e n e m b a r k e d 

at Varna, and though i t i s supposed t h e y form par t of the expedit ion to t h e 

Crimea, i t i s possible, on t h e other hand, that t h e y are dest ined to besiege 

t h e Russ ian fortress of A n a p a in Asia. On this point all doubt will probably 

be r e m o v e d by the arrival of the next s teamer. 

15 T h e at tack u p o n B o m a r s u n d will be an e v e n t of great military interest. It 

will be t h e first t ime that Monta lembert ' s c a s e m a t e d town-fortifications are 

p u t to the proof. To judge from views and plans of the place, the forts there , 

a l though on a far smaller scale t h a n t h o s e of Helsingfors, Cronstadt , or 

Sevastopol, are defended against a land a t tack as m u c h as against a bombard-

20 m e n t by ships, and are exclusively const ructed u p o n Monta lembert ' s princi

ples. A long bomb-proof fort, with about one h u n d r e d guns flanked by 

t e m p o r a r y ear th works , forms t h e main defense against ships, while i t i s 

c o m m a n d e d and protected in the rear by large towers , mounting one thirty, 

and one t e n guns. While t h e main fort would chiefly engage t h e ships, t h e 

25 a t tack on the towers would o c c u p y the land forces . According to our last 

accounts t h e garrison i s very m u c h weaker t h a n we h a d supposed; i t consists 

of b u t little more t h a n three thousand m e n . It i s not quite clear, from t h e 

information attainable, h o w far t h e sea-attack and t h e land-attack can, n o t 

merely coincide, but actually coopera te and support e a c h o t h e r ; for a sea-

30 a t tack is necessari ly an a t tack de vive force, which must be decided in a very 
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short t ime, while any land-attack against masonry presupposes prepara tory 

operat ions , with at least one parallel and bat ter ies , and therefore is a matter 

of some duration. This kind of quest ions, however , can only be decided on 

the spot. At all events the taking of Bomarsund will have , in a military point 

of view, a far higher interest than even the capture of Sevastopol , inasmuch 5 

as it contr ibutes to the solution of a much-discussed quest ion, while the latter 

feat would merely be the successful carrying out of old-established military 

rules. 

The proposed at tack upon Sevastopol is to be mainly executed by land 

forces ; while the action of the fleets must be almost entirely confined to the 10 

close blockade of the harbor . It thus amounts to a land and sea blockade of 

a sea-port incompletely fortified on the land side. We have no means of 

knowing wha t fortifications may have been raised by the Russians on the 

south of the t own and bay; but that they have established redoubts and lines 

which may necessi ta te a regular siege, unless great sacrifices are submitted 15 

to , there can hardly be a question. At all events , we know tha t a pe rmanent 

and to all appearance well-constructed fort—a large square with ample ditch-

defenses on each of its sides, and mortar-batteries in each of its salient 

angles—crowns the hill on the north of the bay, just opposi te the town. That 

hill is t he only posit ion near the town which appears no t to be commanded 20 

within gun-range by other hights, and which itself commands the bay and 

its opposi te slope. He re , then, at all events , will be the chief res is tance; bu t 

i t may be doubted if the possession of the town and harbor can be maintained, 

even if all coast-forts on the southern shore are taken, unless this fort is 

reduced. There will be some regular siege work , there , at least. N o w , the 25 

extent of the bay from Cape Constant ine to its head is about eight miles; and 

allowing a modera te range to the town and for ts , the allied forces would have 

to extend on a semi-circle of twenty- two or twenty-four miles a round them, 

in order to insure the blockade on land. They mus t be strong enough on all 

points to resist the sallies of the garrison, and the a t tacks of any t roops which 30 

might be collected in their rear . Although we have no means of knowing the 

forces which Russia can bring directly or indirectly to the defense of her 

Black Sea stronghold, yet these details show that no inconsiderable body of 

t roops is required for its capture . There is, bes ides , a dangerous enemy to 

be encountered in the deadly climate of the Lower Crimea. As in this a t tack 35 

the strand-batteries can be hardly of any utility to the Russ ians , the a t tempt 

mus t lose a great deal of its military interest , reducing itself to a siege of very 

large, bu t by no means unprecedented , proport ions. The force dest ined for 

the movement is nowhere stated at above 100,000 men , including a de

tachment of Turks . Taking all the c i rcumstances into account , this a rmy does 40 

not seem sufficient for the purpose . 
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Evacuation of the Danubian Principalities— 

The Events in Spain— 

A New Danish Constitution—The Chartists 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4162, 21. August 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , Aug. 8, 1854. 

On the 28th ult. Prince Gorchakof f passed with the center of his army through 

Shlawa, a village about six miles from Kalugereni ; leaving it again on the 

5 29th en route for Fokshani . The vanguard, commanded by Gen. Soimonoff, 

consists of eight battal ions of the 10th division of infantry, of the regiments 

of chasseurs of Tomsk and Koliwan, and of the regiment of hussars of the 

Grand Duke , Heir of the Empire . This vanguard was to pass the Jalomnitza 

on the 1st inst. a t Uresht i and Kereszani , where bridges had been con

io structed. I t would be expected to arrive at Fokshan i about the middle of the 

month. 

The Turkish army advances in three columns. The center was , on July 29, 

at Kalugereni, on the 30th skirmishers of its vanguard were seen at Glina, 

two miles from Buchares t , where Omer Pasha ' s headquar te rs were expected 

15 to be established on the 1st. The right wing marched along the Argish, in the 

direction from Oltenitza on Buchares t . The left which, on the 28th, was at 

Mogina, is to take the road from Slatina to Bucharest . 

" T h e retrograde movement of the Russian a rmy , " says the Moniteur de 
l'Armée, " s eems to par take more of a strategic than of a political character . 

20 The Muscovi te General finds in it the advantage of concentrat ing his t roops 

in a good posit ion where they can draw brea th from the sufferings undergone 

in the Dobrodja , and inflicted upon them, on the left bank of the Danube 

by the Turks . He will be nearer to his basis of approvisionnement, while 

continuing to occupy an important por t ion of the terr i tory invaded last year. 

25 Finally he gets a position that is formidable, even in the presence of superior 

fo rces . " 

On the 26th of July Baron Budberg addressed the following proclamation 

to the Wallachians: 

" H i s Majesty the Empero r of all the Russ ias , King of Poland, and Protector 

30 of the Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia, and Protector of all those 
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w h o profess the or thodox Greek faith, has determined to wi thdraw the 

imperial t roops for a very short period from the insalubrious countr ies of 

the Danube , in order to quarter them on the more heal thy hills. The enemy, 

in the short-sightedness of his views, imagined tha t we ret ired from fear of 

him, and consequent ly he at tempted to at tack our t roops during their retreat . 5 

But Prince Gorchakoff, the Commander-in-Chief, had hardly ordered his 

t roops to repulse them when they fled ignominiously, abandoning their arms 

and ammunit ion, which our gallant soldiers carried away. W h e n the season 

shall be more favorable we shall re turn to you in a rms , to deliver you forever 

from the barbarous Turk. Our retreat will be effected with caut ion, and 10 

wi thout hurry, so that the enemy may not imagine that we are flying before 

h im." 

It is curious that in 1853, in the very same month of July, the Russians 

found the season not at all unfavorable to the occupat ion of Wallachia. 

"The emigration of the Bulgarian families from the Dobrod ja , " says a letter 15 

from Galatch published in a German paper , " is constant ly going on. About 

1,000 families, wi th 150,000 head of catt le, have crossed near Ren i . " This 

"voluntary emigrat ion," to which the inhabitants were invited by the Rus

sians, on the plea of the dangers from Turkish vengeance , is very similar in 

character to the "vo lun ta ry" Austrian loan. The Vienna cor respondent of 20 

The Morning Chronicle relates that the same families, " o n learning that they 

were to be employed on the fortifications in Moldavia, wished to re turn to 

their homes ; but they were forced by the Cossacks to proceed to Fokshani , 

where they are now at work at the t r enches . " 

The barr icades were scarcely removed at Madrid , at the reques t of Espar - 25 

tero , before the counter-revolut ion was busy a t work. T h e first counter

revolut ionary step was the impunity allowed to Queen Christ ina, Sartor ius , 

and their associates . Then followed the formation of the Ministry, with the 

Moderado O'Donnell as Minister of War , and the whole a rmy placed at the 

disposal of this old friend of Narvaez . There are in the list the names of 30 

Pacheco , Lujan, Don Francisco Santa Cruz , all of them notor ious part isans 

of Narvaez , and the first a member of the infamous Ministry of 1847. 

Another , Salazar, has been appointed on the sole meri t of being a playfellow 

of Espar te ro . In remunerat ion for the bloody sacrifices of the people , on the 

barr icades and in the public place, numberless decorat ions have been show- 35 

ered upon the Espar te ro Generals on the one hand, and on the Moderado 

friends of O'Donnel l on the other hand. In order to pave the way for an 

ult imate silencing of the press , the press law of 1837 has been reestablished. 

Instead of convoking a general const i tuent Cor tes , Espar te ro is said to intend 

convoking only the Chambers after the Consti tut ion of 1837, and, as some 40 

say, even as modified by Narvaez . To secure as far as possible the success 
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of all t h e s e measures and others that are to follow, large masses of t roops 

are being concentrated near Madrid. If any considerat ion press itself espe

cially on our attention in this affair, i t i s t h e suddenness with which the 

react ion has set in. 

5 On t h e first instant the chiefs of the barr icades called u p o n Espar tero, in 

order to m a k e to him some observat ions on t h e choice of his Ministry. He 

entered into a long explanat ion on t h e difficulties wi th which he w a s beset, 

and endeavored to defend his nominat ions. B u t t h e deputies of the people 

seem to have b e e n little satisfied with his explanation. " V e r y a larming" news 

10 arrives at t h e same t ime, about t h e m o v e m e n t s of t h e republ icans in Valencia, 

Catalonia, and Andalusia. T h e e m b a r r a s s m e n t of E s p a r t e r o is visible from 

his decree sanctioning the cont inued activity of t h e provincial juntas . N o r 

has he yet dared to dissolve t h e J u n t a of Madrid, though his Ministry is 

complete and installed in office. 

15 On t h e d e m a n d of N a p o l e o n t h e Litt le, Col. Charras has b e e n expelled 

from Belgium. T h e Paris correspondent of the Indépendance Belge speaks 

of a pamphlet , wri t ten and published by Pr ince Mura t , which claims the 

c rown of King Bomba as the legitimate inheri tance of the Mura t s . The 

pamphlet had been translated into Italian. 

20 The Danish Ministry obstinately persis ts in refusing to accord to the 

wes tern powers the harbors and landing-places which would enable them to 

keep their forces in the Baltic during the winter . This is, however , not the 

only manner in which that Government manifests its contempt for the powers 

ar rayed against its pa t ron, the Empero r of Russia. I t has not hesitated to make 

25 its long meditated coup d'état, one entirely in the interest of Russia, in the 

very face of the fleets and armies of the occidental powers . On July 26 a state 

paper was published at Copenhagen, headed: "Const i tu t ion of the Danish 

Monarchy for its common affairs ." Strange to say, the English press has 

scarcely taken any notice at all of this measure . I give you, therefore, the 

30 more important points of this new Danish Const i tut ion: 

"Section 1. The succession of the Danish monarchy is settled by the law 

of 31st July, 1853. 

Sec. 5. Common affairs of the monarchy are all those which are no t 

expressly stated to refer to any particular par t of it. 

35 Sec. 6. The common expenses of the monarchy in excess of its receipts 

are to be borne in the following proport ion, viz: D e n m a r k 60 per cent . ; 

Schleswig 17 per cent . ; Hols te in 23 per cent . 

.Sec. 7. The common affairs of the monarchy are to be in charge of a 

Rigsrad. 
40 Sec. 8. The present Rigsrad will be composed only of members nominated 

by the King. Fu ture Rigsrads are to be partly elected. 
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Sec. 10. The Rigsrad will then be composed of fifty member s , the King 

nominating twenty , and the other thirty members will be elected in the 

following proport ion, viz: The Diet of Denmark will elect 18, the Provincial 

States of Schleswig 5, those of Holstein 6, and the Rit terschaft of Lauen-

burg 1. 5 

Sec. 11. The fundamental law of the Kingdom of Denmark of 5th June , 

1849, is to be restricted to the affairs of that kingdom. 

Sec. 15. The members of the Rigsrad receive an annual pay of 500 thal-

ers . 

Sec. 16. The Rigsrad is to be convoked at least once within every two 10 

years , for a t e rm as shall be decreed by the King. 

Sec. 17. I ts sittings are to be at Copenhagen; bu t the King may remove 

t h e m to any other place. 

Sec. 18. I ts deliberations will be guided by a President , nominated by the 

King. The debates may be either in the German or the Danish languages, but 15 

the resolutions mus t be put in the latter. 

Sec. 19. T h e deliberations of the Rigsrad are secret . 

Sec. 21. No tax common to the whole Monarchy can be levied, altered, 

or suppressed, nor any loan contracted for the whole Monarchy without 

the consent of the Rigsrad. 20 

Sec. 22. The Rigsrad has only a consultat ive voice in all other except 

the money affairs of the common Monarchy . " 

A decree of the same date convokes the Rigsrad for Sept. 1st, 1854, and 

another decree publishes the nominations of the King, the nominees being 

all court iers , high functionaries, and knights of the Danebrog. 25 

The principal points gained by this new coup d'état are the suppression 

of the fundamental law, of the representat ive insti tutions of Denmark , and 

the creat ion of an easy machine for the supply of as much money as the 

Court and the Government may want . 

E rnes t Jones has started on another tour through the manufacturing 30 

distr icts , in order to agitate them in favor of the Charter . At Halifax, Bacup , 

and the other localities he has already visited, the following peti t ion to the 

Parl iament was adopted: 

"To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland in Parlia
ment assembled.—The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Bacup, in 35 
public meeting assembled, on Sunday, the 30th day of July, 1854, sheweth: 

That your peti t ioners have long and closely observed the conduct of the 

present Ministers of the Crown in their home and foreign policy, and are 

convinced from calm observat ion that in bo th they are ut ter ly undeserving 

the confidence of the country. 40 

Tha t your peti t ioners feel convinced no domest ic amelioration will take 
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place, and no external vigor be displayed so long as such men remain at 

the helm of national affairs. 

Your peti t ioners therefore pray your honorable House to present an 

address to the throne to the effect that her Majesty may be pleased to 

5 discard her present advisers , and call to her assis tance men more in har

mony with the progressive spirit of the age, and bet ter suited to the require

ments of the t imes. 

A n d your petit ioners will ever p ray ." 

On Sunday a large meeting assembled at Dirpley Moor , Bacup ; where 

10 the agitator delivered one of the most powerful speeches ever made by him, 

some extracts from which deserve a place in your journal : 

" T h e t ime for action has a t last arr ived, and we are commencing now 

such a revival of Chartism in England as never ye t succeeded on a pause 

of apathy. At last the hour is drawing nigh when we shall have the Char-

15 ter 

Against the fall of wages you have struggled and struggled vainly; hunger 

led you to the breach; bu t pover ty was your teacher , even as hunger was 

your drill-sergeant; and after every fresh fall you rose in intelligence and 

knowledge. At first combinat ions and strikes w e r e your remedy. Y o u sought 

20 to conquer by them—forgetting that , not having the means of working for 

yourselves , you had not the means of resisting the capitalist—whose purse 

sat very comfortably watching your belly—seeing which could stand out 

longest. You thought short t ime would do it, and were told that if each man 

worked two hours less , there would be two hour s ' wo rk for those who had 

25 not worked at all. But you forgot that while you shortened the hours of 

labor one per cent , monopoly increased machinery one hundred. 

Y o u then flew to co-operation. You compassed a great truth—the salva

t ion of labor must depend on co-operation—but you over looked the means 

of insuring that salvation. If you manufacture , you require a market—if 

30 you have something to sell, you require somebody who wants to buy it—and 

you forgot that that somebody was not a t hand. Co-operat ive manufacture 

starts—but where ' s the market? Where then are you to get the market? 

H o w can you make the poor rich, which alone can enable them to become 

purchasers of wha t co-operat ion manufactures? By those British Califor-

35 nians, whose gold is on the surface of the soil, and tints the waving wheat-

field of the harvest . Look at your feet!—there, on the grassy banks whereon 

you sit—there, on the broad field whereon you stand—there lies l i b e r t y -

there lies co-operation—there lies high wages—there lies prosperity and 

peace ! In the fifteen millions of our public lands—the twenty-seven millions 

40 of our uncult ivated British prairies here at home. A Greek fable says 

Hercules wrest led with the giant Antaeus, whose mother was the Ear th , 
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and th rew him often—but every t ime he fell upon his mother ' s breas t he 

gained fresh force, and bounded up more strong. Hercules discovering 

this , lifted him up , and held him in the air till he had conquered him. Thus 

does the Hercules monopoly tear giant labor from its parent soil, and hold 

it by the grasp of competi t ion, weak, powerless , and suspended, like Ma- 5 

hornet 's t omb, ' twixt heaven and he l l -on ly much nearer to the latter place! 

But how get to the land? There are some men who tell you that political 

power is not needed for the purpose. W h o are they who tell you so? Is i t 

the leaders of ten per cent, movements , and ten hour s ' movemen t s , and short 

t ime movements , and restriction on machinery movement s , and burial club 10 

movemen t s , and par tnership movements , and benefit society movement s , 

and church separat ion movements , and educat ion movement s , and municipal 

movemen t s , and all the other movements bes ides? Wha t a lot of 'move

ments , ' and yet we have not moved. No t want political power? Why, these 

are the very men who go dancing around a political Tidd Pratt,—or send 15 

whining deputat ions to a political Palmerston,—or peti t ion a political parlia

ment , or wheedle around a political throne! Why , then it is political power 

we must go to after all, by their own showing. Only those men tell you to 

go to the political power of your enemies, and I tell you to go to a political 

power of your own. I lay down this sovereign t ru th : 20 

The charter is the universal remedy. 
What have we opposed to us? First , a coalition ministry. Wha t does i t 

mean? The leaders of factions, not one of which can s tand alone. Some dozen 

men, too weak to stand on their own legs, and so they lean against each other , 

and the whole lot of them can ' t make one proper man at last. Tha t is a 25 

coalition. Wha t have we besides? A Tory opposit ion that would kick them 

out bu t dare not ; for i t knows that i t would be kicked out in tu rn ; and then 

comes the deluge, in which N o a h himself could not save class government . 

What have we else? A landed aristocracy, three-fourths of whose esta tes are 

mortgaged for above two-thirds of their value—a glorious power that to crush 30 

a people! 38,000 bankrupt landlords, with 300,000 farmers , who groan 

benea th high ren ts , game laws and landlord tyranny. Wha t have we more? 

A millocracy becoming bankrupt beneath the working of their own vile race 

of competition—who soon will not be able to keep their mills over their own 

heads . A precious power that to strike the pedestal of f reedom from your 35 

feet! Wha t remains? The working man and the shopkeeper . Often has i t been 

endeavored to unite the two on the basis of a compromise . I for one have 

always opposed it, because a compromise of the franchise would only have 

s t rengthened the moneyed interest , and perfected class legislation. But the 

t ime for that union has now come at last—and come wi thout the need of 40 

compromise or t reason. The retail shopkeepers are fast becoming demo-
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crat ic. It is said the way to a working m a n ' s brain is through his belly. A y e ! 

and t h e way to a shopkeeper ' s heart is through his pocket? F o r every shilling 

less he takes he gets a new idea. Insolvency is teaching him the truth 

T h u s t h e moral force of our enemies is annihilated—and new allies are joining 

5 us . Their physical force is gone as well. T h e Czar ' s d o n e t h a t ! In Ireland there 

are scarce 1,000 m e n ! In England there is n o w no standing army. But there ' s 

the militia! Ah, the militia! of which the desert ions are so immensely numer

ous , says The London Times, tha t the ' H u e and cry ' is no longer enough, 

but special circulars are sent to every parish, to every place w h e r e t h e 

1 o deserter ever lived, if b u t a week, to see if force and terror c a n drag him back. 

I wish the G o v e r n m e n t joy of their new force. T h u s the field is clear—the 

people ' s opportuni ty has come. Do n o t suppose from this I mean violence. 

N o ! F a r from it ! We mean a great peaceable moral movement. B u t because 

we m e a n moral force, it does not follow our enemies should m e a n it too. 

15 England has begun to think, and [is] listening. As yet she is listening for 

t h e drums of Poland and the t r a m p of Hungary . As yet she is listening for 

the cries of Milan and the shouts of P a r i s ! B u t amid t h e passing p a u s e she 

is beginning to hear the beat ing of her o w n proud heart—and cries Ί also have 

a w o r k to do—a foe to vanquish, and a field to c o n q u e r . ' " 

20 T h e Chai rman of the meeting adverted to the p r e s e n c e of the Superin

t e n d e n t and other m e n of the police—trusting that no misrepresentat ions of 

w h a t was said would be reported by those employed by G o v e r n m e n t . Re

ferring to this warning E r n e s t Jones said: 

" F o r my part , I d o n ' t care w h a t they say—they may say w h a t they choose . 

25 I go into agitation like a soldier into battle—taking my c h a n c e amid the balls 

that fly—to fall and perish, or to live and conquer ; for I 'm a soldier of 

D e m o c r a c y . " 

Kar l Marx . 
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Evacuation of Moldavia and Wallachia—Poland-
Demands of the Spanish People 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4166, 25. August 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Aug. 11, 1854. 

Yes te rday ' s Moniteur states that " the Russian Envoy at Vienna has an

nounced to the Austr ian Cabinet that the Emperor Nicholas has ordered the 

complete evacuat ion of Wallachia and Moldavia. Notwi ths tanding this 5 

declarat ion, Count Buoi exchanged notes on the 8th inst. with Baron de 

Bourqueney and Lord Westmoreland, from which i t results that Austr ia, like 

France and England, is of opinion that guarantees must be exacted from 

Russ ia to prevent a re turn of complications which disturb the quiet of 

Europe , and engages itself until the reëstabl ishment of general peace not to 10 

enter into any t reaty with the Cabinet of St. Petersburg unless those guaran

tees are obta ined." Of what sort these guarantees are to be , may be seen from 

The Times of this morning. Firstly, the evacuat ion of the Principalities; 

secondly, the substi tution of a common European protectora te in lieu of the 

Russian pro tec tora te ; thirdly, the "revision of the Convent ion of the Straits , 15 

and the adoption of such measures as are necessary to reduce the naval 

ascendancy of Russia within limits less formidable to the exis tence of Turkey 

and the independence of navigation both on the waters of the Euxine and 

at the mouths of the D a n u b e . " 

The s ta tement of the Moniteur is on the whole confirmed by the declara- 20 

tions of Lord Clarendon in yesterday 's sitting of the House of Lords . We 

know also, from other sources , that the Russian headquar te rs are removed 

to Buzeo ; that four Russian regiments have crossed the Pruth , and that the 

Austr ian Government , on its part , has countermanded the order given to 

several corps of t roops to reënforce the armies d rawn up en échelon on the 25 

frontiers of Galicia and Transylvania. 

There was scarcely ever a more curious operat ion in the history of wa r s 

than this evacuat ion of the Principalities by the armies of Russia. The fact 

is that it cannot be accounted for from any strategical, but only from a 
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diplomatic point of view. As has been explained in The Tribune, a plan had 

been arranged be tween Austr ia and Russia , according to which the Austr ians 

were to occupy the Principalities as soon as the honor of the Czar should 

be satisfied by the capture of Silistria; the chance of a Russian defeat being 

5 provided for by a c lause, according to which the Austr ian occupat ion was 

to take place in that case , too . Accordingly, one day before the Russians 

raised the siege of Silistria, a t reaty was concluded be tween Turkey and 

Austr ia , giving the latter power the right to enter Wallachia. The t reaty aimed 

at three purposes—to withhold the Principalities from Turkey; to "ra ise a 

10 cordon against the plague of revolution a round the Austr ian f ront iers ;" 

lastly, to secure the safe retreat of the Russian army. This t reaty, as we may 

safely infer from the confessions of Lord Clarendon, was forced upon the 

Por te by L o r d Stratford de Redcliffe, the English Embassador a t Con

stantinople—the Divan simultaneously issuing an order for allowing the 

15 Russians to retire without being molested by pursuit . The precipitate with

drawal of the Russians from the Danube is therefore wi thout an explanation, 

unless i t entered into Russia ' s agreements with Austr ia . The Austr ians had 

fixed the 3d of July for the ent rance of their t roops into Wallachia. Whence 

their procrast inat ion? They were securing concess ion upon concess ion from 

20 the Por te : firstly, in respect of the form of government to be established in 

Wallachia; secondly, in respect to the exclusion of the Turks from their own 

province . Subsequently they made known that their occupat ion of Wallachia 

would not include a declaration of war. " T h e Austr ian Government , " says 

Lord Clarendon, "a t the end of June , w h e n the Russians were about to 

25 evacuate Wallachia, sent an officer from the staff of General Hess to inform 

the allied Commanders that the Austr ian Government intended to occupy 

a port ion of Wallachia, in the name of the Sultan, and for the purpose of 

restoring his authority there ; but tha t they would not enter as belligerents, 

because they were not at war with Russia, and had not received an answer 

30 to the demands which they had addressed to he r . " This imbecile sincerity 

of Austr ia caused embarrassment , and a new delay was necessi tated. Then 

came the protes t of Prussia, jealous of the aggrandizement of Austr ian power 

on the Danube . The fact of both these powers being the tools of Russia does 

not exclude their remaining jealous of each other , as was sufficiently exem-

35 plified by the "po ta to -war" of 1850. If Mr. Urquhar t had perused the Warsaw 

protocol of that year, he would not have tumbled into the Quixotic idea of 

suddenly propping up Prussia as the European bu lwark against Russia. 

Seeing Austr ia losing her opportuni ty , the Russ ians already in re t reat 

tu rned round and advanced once more to the Danube , for, i f the evacuat ion 

40 of Wallachia was complete before Austr ia had moved , their subsequent 

entrance into that Principality would have been deprived of any pretext . 
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Meanwhi le , however , the Turkish General a t Rustshuk—to u s e the phraseol
ogy of The Times—"imagining" the Russians in full re treat , went over to 
Giurgevo, and bea t them so soundly as to render impossible any at tempt at 
re taking possession of the line of the Danube . In consequence of this defeat 
the Russians were obliged to think seriously of re t reat , a resolut ion to which 5 
they were p rompted by the discovery that the ostensible allies of Turkey 
would no longer be able to remain inactive, and that the English Government 
would be forced, in deference to their a rmy as well as to the public, to 
under take something against them. By retiring from the Principalities they 
increased their defensive force in Bessarabia and the Crimea. Thus we learn 10 
by a telegraphic dispatch that the Russian regiments in Bessarabia and 
Kher son are to move in all possible haste to the Crimea, while those in 
Moldavia march to occupy their places. 

I t was to be p resumed that the Turks would not be slow in improving their 
opportuni ty. Their vanguard, under Iskander Bey, entered Buchares t on the 15 
6th inst., and their General received a deputat ion from the Wallachian Capital 
on the anniversary of the day on which, in 1853, their enemies had entered 
it. 

Thus the Austr ians have again lost their opportuni ty and are deprived of 
their false pre tenses for entering Wallachia. An occupat ion at this moment 20 
would bring them infallibly into collision with the Turks . While, therefore , 
the Austr ian papers denounce the advance of the Turks upon Buchares t as 
a b reach of contract , the Austr ians themselves are denounced by the English 
ministerial press for their slowness and stupidity, in having set at nought the 
fine spun plot. In The Times of Thursday we read for ins tance: "The Austri- 25 
ans have lost by their procrast inat ion the effect of the position they might 
have assumed in the Principalities. Omer Pasha has taken advantage of this 
opportuni ty and closed up on the heels of the retreat ing enemy. Wallachia 
is now in a great degree occupied by the t roops of the Sultan. The Danube 
from Orsova to Galatch is in their possession and there is no reason to 30 
suppose that any claim can be urged by a foreign power to induce the Turkish 
Commander to recede from a province which he holds by the right of the 
master and by the valor of his a rmy." All that is left for the Austr ians to do 
now is the occupat ion of Moldavia. 

The dispatches from Constantinople dated July 30, almost exclusively 35 
allude to the projected expedit ion against the Crimea. The division of twenty 
ships which started from Baltshik on the 21st of July, accompanied by 
Generals Brown and Canrobert , and commanded by Admiral Bruat , in order 
to reconnoitre the coast from Anapa to Sevastopol , re turned on the 27th. 
After their re turn Canrobert and Brown immediately proceeded to Varna to 40 
communicate the results of their mission to St. Arnaud and Lord Raglan. The 
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Anglo-French t roops were drawn up from Varna to Kustendje , in order to 

facilitate their embarkat ion at the different por t s . This embarkat ion must 

have taken place on the 29th or 30th of July. The Turkish fleet had entered 

the Black Sea, and all the Anglo-French naval forces mus t have been assem-

5 bled in the lati tude of Varna as on the 1st inst. , numerous t ranspor ts were 

accumulated there . On the destination of these forces the Gazette du Midi 

has the following: "Some speak of Anapa, and the neighboring fortress which 

contain together about 20,000 men, and the capture of which would at once 

establish communicat ions be tween Abassia, Circassia, and the Crimea, so 

10 that the Circassians could easily take par t in any at tack directed against the 

Crimea. According to others the a t tack is to be directed against Odessa, 

which , at this moment , musters a garrison of about 40,000 men, and which 

would be fortified by the allied t roops , in order to stay there during the winter, 

and to threaten Bessarabia on one side and the Cr imea on the other side. A 

15 third vers ion points to Nicolaief f as the point to be at tacked, there being there 

the arsenals of the Russian army, and this place occupying the triangle 

formed by the Dnieper in the east , and the Bug in the wes t . " 

The Dobrodja has been entirely abandoned by the Russ ians , and is now 

occupied by 36,000 Turks and French . The Turks are at Babadagh and are 

20 said to be under orders to at tack Tul tsha, while the F rench are to at tack 

Galatch. 

On the 16th of July, the little town established by the Russians at the Sulina 

mouth , which was already part ly dismantled, is said to have been completely 

des t royed by the English s teamers Spitfire and Vesuv ius , no buildings having 

25 been spared except the lighthouse and the church. 

In the White Sea the English have effected a landing on some point on 

the Coast of Onega and des t royed a village. 

The Vladimir affair in the Black Sea has called for th a violent a t tack from 

The Times against Admiral Dundas , to which The Herald answers as fol-

30 lows: 

"Sir Charles Napier in the Baltic could permit the Sweaborg fleet to pass 

unmoles ted to their anchorage—could allow Hango U d d to be well fortified, 

and then mos t ineffectively bombarded—could permit the buoys to be re 

moved and the ships to run aground in consequence , and not one word of 

35 reflection would The Times cast upon him ; but wi th Admiral Dundas the case 

is altogether different." 

By letters from Paris of the 9th inst. we learn that 50,000 F rench t roops 

are to be added to the Oriental army. If t he war produce no other good, i t 

has at least the merit of ridding France of her Decembris t army. 

40 It may have occurred to your notice that the Empero r of Russia, since his 

discomfiture in Turkey, has recommenced using the title of King of Poland, 
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which he had resigned as superfluous after his victory in Hungary , the 

absorpt ion of that country being considered to have been effected. In a letter 

published by the Vienna Presse, dated Warsaw, 1st Aug. , we read : 

" T h e approaching arrival of the Czar at Warsaw will be marked , i t is said, 

by certain concessions to the Poles in the point of v iew of their nationality. 5 

It is said that the assembly of notables mentioned in the organic statute for 

the Kingdom of Poland of 1832 is to be convoked. The establ ishments of 

public instruction are , i t is said, to be reopened, and the employment of the 

Polish language in official acts , the publication of the annual expenses and 

receipts , and the right to consent to direct taxes ordered. T h e Polish army 10 

is also, as the repor t goes, to be reestablished, but under c o m m a n d of Russian 

officers. The fourth recrui tment is finished. Neve r had the populat ion been 

subjected to contr ibutions to such an ex ten t . " 

We read also in the Düsseldorfer Zeitung under date of 7th August : 

"According to repor ts from Warsaw, Gen. Rüdiger, the stadtholder of the 15 

Kingdom of Poland, has summoned the marshals of the Polish nobility to 

peti t ion the Crown for the restorat ion of an independent Polish Kingdom." 

Many solutions of the Polish quest ion have been offered by diverse parties, 

bu t never did any one imagine such a solution as that p roposed and ordered 

by the Russian general. 20 

I am informed from Copenhagen that the idiot king of Denmark , ac

companied by the Minister of the Interior, M. de TüTisch, has embarked to 

mee t the king of Sweden at Kar lskrona. Tillisch is one of the mos t fanatical 

par t isans of Russia, and it is generally supposed that the meeting of the two 

kings is destined to renew the bond of Russian part isanship called the 25 

Nor the rn armed neutrality. I f Denmark and Sweden mean neutrali ty toward 

Russia, i t does not follow that they mean the same toward England and 

F rance , as the following circumstance sets forth. Some days ago General 

Mesa , Commander-in-chief of the Danish Artillery, passed in review the 

Artillery of the National Guard and addressed to t hem an unusual ly ardent 30 

allocution, hinting that the day approached perhaps w h e n the National 

Artillery, united to that of the army, would be appealed to by the king for 

the common defense of the Scandinavian fatherland. 

Par l iament will be prorogued to-morrow. "The session is remarkable for 

i ts abandoned measures , ' as the campaign, for its pos tponement of warlike 35 

opera t ions . " 

Some days ago the Charivari published a caricature exhibiting the Spanish 

people engaged in batt le and the two sabres—Espartero and O'Donnell— 

embracing each other over their heads . The Charivari mis took for the end 

of the revolution, what is only its commencement . The struggle has already 40 

commenced be tween O'Donnell and Espar te ro , and not only be tween them, 

394 



Evacuation of Moldavia and Wallachia—Poland—Demands of the Spanish People 

bu t also be tween the military chiefs and the people . I t has been of little avail 

to the Government to have appointed the toreador Puchera as Superintendent 

of the slaughter-houses, to have nominated a commit tee for the reward of 

the barr icade-combatants , and finally to have appointed two Frenchmen, 

5 Pujol and Delmas , as historiographers of the revolut ion. O'Donnell wants 

the Cortes to be elected according to the law of 1845, Espar tero according 

to the Consti tut ion of 1837, and the people by universal suffrage. The people 

refuse to lay down their arms before the publication of a Government pro

gramme, the programme of Manzanares no longer satisfying their views. The 

10 people demand the annulment of the Concorda t of 1851, confiscation of the 

es ta tes of the counter-revolutionists , an exposé of the f inances, cancelling 

of all contracts for railways and other swindling cont rac ts for public works , 

and lastly the judgment of Christ ina by a special Court . T w o at tempts at flight 

on the par t of the latter have been foiled by the armed resis tance of the 

15 people. El Tribuno makes the following account of rest i tut ions to be made 

by Christ ina to the National Exchequer : Twenty-four millions illegally re 

ceived as Regent from 1834 to 1840; twelve millions received on her re turn 

from France after an absence of three years ; and thirty-five millions received 

of the Treasury of Cuba. This account even is a generous one. When Chris-

20 tina left Spain in 1840, she carried off large sums and nearly all the jewels 

of the Spanish Crown. 

Karl Marx . 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
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F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , Aug. 15, 1854. 

It is stated in the Cologne Gazette that "after many years negotiations the 

American Government has declared its refusal to renew the existing t reaty 

wi th Denmark , unless article V. be replaced by a stipulation according a free 5 

passage through the Sound to all American vessels . At the same time the 

Uni ted States Government has declined to offer any compensat ion. 

Denmark , menaced by these American measures , has appealed to the other 

powers , and the Prussian Government is said to be willing to send 20,000 men 

for the protect ion of the Sound ." Since the Sound duties weigh on no one 10 

more oppressively than on Prussia herself, the measure at tr ibuted to her 

would marvellously suit the genius of Prussian policy. Altogether—se non 

è vero, è ben trovato. 
The Frankfor t Diet has published the new law on the press and association 

which has occupied its deliberations for a long t ime. The law affecting public 15 

associat ions simply prohibits every sort of political meetings or reunions , 

and the law on the press imposes heavy sums of cautionnement, makes the 

issue of all publications dependent on Government permission, and with

draws offenses of the press from the jurisdiction of the jury trial. 

The long-pending affair of the Berlin revolutionist conspiracy has been 20 

abandoned by the Prussian Government , the chief wi tness against the ac

cused part ies , Mr . Hen tze , being declared " s u s p e c t " by the public prosecu

tor. This Hen tze is the same person on whose evidence , at the Cologne trial, 

a number of my friends were condemned to imprisonment in 1852. But we 

are no longer in 1852, and the Prussian Government perhaps did not like to 25 

run the risk of seeing all its police agents branded a second t ime, reviving 

the souvenirs of Cologne in the very Capital, and at a t ime when the terreur 

of counter-revolut ion no longer imposes on the people . 

On the 1 st of August the Servian Government sent a courier to Bres tovasy , 
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where Prince Alexander is using the waters , wi th the answer proposed to 

be made to the injunctions of the Sublime Por te . The answer was signed by 

the Prince and immediately forwarded to Constant inople. I t alleges the 

impossibility of a disarmament , on account of the many dangers that would 

5 surround it, but states that in deference to the wishes of Austr ia and the 

orders of the Por te the military exercises had been suspended. Izzet Pasha, 

the Governor of Belgrade, has been recalled, at his own request . His suc

cessor is not ye t known. 

Ten thousand Turks are said to occupy Buchares t ; but at the same time 

10 we read in to-day 's Moniteur tha t Austr ia is only waiting for the reply of 

Omer Pasha to the last communicat ion of Colonel Kalik, in order to command 

the entrance of an Austrian corps into the Principalities. When Count Buoi 

received the notification from Prince Gorchakoff, announcing the depar ture 

of the Russians from the Principalities, he answered that " the Austr ian t roops 

15 would occupy the Principalities, but that such occupat ion had nothing hostile 

to Russ ia ." 

By the prorogat ion of Parl iament in 1854 the Eas te rn Quest ion is brought 

back to the stage it occupied at the prorogat ion of Parl iament in 1853. The 

Vienna Conference is once more to set to work , to para lyze active operat ions, 

20 to bewilder public opinion, and to offer a new occasion to Sir James Graham, 

at the reopening of Parl iament, to say that a noble mind is slow to suspect . 

I t is wor thy of observat ion that the dodge originates this t ime not with 

Austr ia , but wi th England itself, as you will see from The Times Vienna 

cor respondence : 

25 "The English and F rench Ministers have informed Count Buoi that they 

have been instructed by their Governments to propose that the Vienna 

Conference should meet . The reply is said to have been that nothing could 

be more agreeable to the Imperial Cour t . " 

The basis of the new deliberations of the Conference is a sort of revived 

30 Vienna note , furnished by the answer of M. Drouyn de Lhuys to the last 

communicat ion of M. de Nesse l rode , the cardinal points of which differ very 

little from what I expected they would be , after the analysis I gave you in 

my last letter of the terms named by The Times. There is not a word about 

an indemnity to the Turks , nor even to the allies. The usurped Russian 

35 protectorate over Moldavia, Wallachia and Servia, is to be t ransformed into 

European usurpat ion; the same is to be done with the "p ro t ec to ra t e " over 

the Christians in Turkey ; the fruits of the Turkish victories to be restr icted 

to a free navigation of the Danube for Austr ia, and a change of the t reaty 

of 1841 in favor, not of the Por te , bu t of the Powers . 

40 The speech of Lord Clarendon on Thursday , the main points of which I 

have already reported, contained a most important revelat ion on the policy 
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observed by the English Ministry in the Oriental quest ion. He stated in plain 

words : 

"I beg you will recollect tha t i t was on the 29th of March tha t war was 

declared—a little more than four months ago—and it was then universally 

believed—and, when I say universally believed, I do not speak of her Ma- 5 

jes ty ' s Government , but of the most able and exper ienced officers bo th of 

England and France—that at that t ime Russia medi ta ted a war of further 

aggression. Nobody believed that , with the great forces she had concent ra ted 

on the nor th of the Danube , with all the efforts she had made , and wi th all 

t he vas t supplies she had accumulated, she did not intend—on the contrary 10 

that she did intend—a march southward. Although we did not doubt the 

known bravery of the Turks , we could not bring ourselves to believe tha t 

they would be able to resist the well-disciplined and numerical ly superior 

Russ ian t roops , acting under the most exper ienced generals , while the only 

Turkish general whom we know even by name was Omer Pasha , who had 15 

not then had the opportuni ty, which he has since so nobly profited by , to 

establish for himself a lasting fame and renown. So m u c h were the F rench 

Government and we convinced of this that Sir J . Burgoyne and an ex

per ienced French officer of engineers were sent to Constant inople in order 

to devise means to defend that capital and the strait of the Dardanel les , and 20 

so much importance was at tached to their mission, and so entirely was the 

whole plan of the campaign supposed to be connec ted with it, tha t Lord 

Raglan and Marshal St. Arnaud were delayed in order that they might have 

personal communicat ions with the officers sent out on that service. The 

united armies of the Allies then wen t to Gallipoli where great works were 25 

th rown up . They went to Constantinople, a lways having the necessi ty of 

defending the Dardanel les in v iew." 

The whole plan, then, of the Allied Powers , was that Russ ia should advance 

into and occupy the provinces, and the allied forces the capital of the Ot to

m a n Empi re and the Dardanel les . Hence the delays and all the misunders tood 30 

movements of the Anglo-French forces. The bravery of the Turkish t roops 

which baffled this Russo-Anglo-French trick was of course , "unex

pec ted . " 

Some months before the outbreak of the present Spanish revolution, I told 

your readers tha t Russian influences were at work in bringing about a Pen- 35 

insular commotion. For that Russia wanted no direct agents . There was The 

Times, the advocate and friend of King Bomba, of the "young h o p e " of 

Austr ia , of Nicholas , of George IV., suddenly turned indignant at the gross 

immorali t ies of Queen Isabella and the Spanish Court . There were , besides , 

the diplomatic agents of the English Ministry, w h o m the Russian Minister 40 

Palmers ton had no difficulty in bamboozl ing with visions of a peninsular 
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Coburg kingdom. I t is now ascertained that i t was the British Embassador 

who concealed O'Donnell a t his palace, and induced the banker Collado, the 

present Minister of F inance , to advance the money required by O'Donnell 

and Dulce, to start their pronunciamento . Should anybody doubt that Russia 

5 really had a hand in Peninsular affairs, let me remind him of the affair of 

the Isla de Leon. Considerable bodies of t roops were assembled at Cadiz, 

in 1820, destined for the South-American colonies. All at once the a rmy 

stationed on the isle declared for the Consti tut ion of 1812, and its example 

was followed by t roops e lsewhere. N o w , we know from Chateaubriand, the 

10 F rench Embassador at the Congress of Verona , that Russia st imulated Spain 

to under take the expedit ion into South-America, and forced France to 

under take the expedition into Spain. We know, on the other hand, from the 

message of the United States President , tha t Russia promised him to prevent 

the expedit ion against South America. I t requires , then, bu t little judgment 

15 to infer as to the authorship of the insurrect ion of the Isla de Leon . But I 

will give you another instance of the tender interest t aken by Russia in the 

commotions of the Spanish peninsula. In his "Historia politica de la España 

moderna, " Barcelona, 1849, Señor de Marliani, in order to prove tha t Russia 

had no reason to oppose the consti tutional movemen t of Spain, makes the 

20 following s ta tement : 

"There were seen on the N e v a Spanish soldiers swearing to the Con

stitution (of 1812) and receiving their banners from imperial hands . In his 

extraordinary expedit ion against Russ ia Napo leon formed from the Spanish 

pr isoners in France a special legion, who , after the defeat of the French 

25 forces , deser ted to the Russian camp. Alexander received them with marked 

condescension, and quar tered them at Peterhoff, where the Empress fre

quently wen t to visit them. On a given day Alexander ordered them to 

assemble on the frozen Neva , and made them take the oath for the Spanish 

Consti tut ion, present ing them at the same time wi th banners embroidered 

30 by the Empress herself. This corps , thencefor th named 'Imperial Alexander , ' 

embarked at Cronstadt , and was landed at Cadiz . I t proved true to the oath 

t aken on the Neva , by r is ing, in 1821, at Ocaña for the reëstabl ishment of 

the Const i tut ion." 

While Russia is now intriguing in the Peninsula through the hands of 

35 England, it, at the same t ime, denounces England to France . Thus we read 

in the New Prussian Gazette that England has m a d e the Spanish revolut ion 

behind the back of France . 

Wha t interest has Russia in fomenting commot ions in Spain? To create 

a diversion in the West , to provoke dissensions be tween France and England, 

40 and lastly to seduce France into an intervention. Already we are told by the 

Anglo-Russian papers tha t F rench insurrect ionists of June const ructed the 
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barr icades at Madrid. The same was said to Charles X. at the Congress of 

Verona . 

" T h e precedent set by the Spanish army had been followed by Portugal , 

spread to Naples , extended to Piedmont, and exhibited everywhere the 

dangerous example of armies meddling in measures of reform, and by force 5 

of a rms dictating laws to their country. Immediately after the insurrection 

had t aken place in Piedmont , movements had occurred in F rance a t Lyons 

and in other places , directed to the same end. There was Ber ton ' s conspiracy 

at Rochel le in which 25 soldiers of the 45th regiment had taken part . Revolu

t ionary Spain retransfused its h ideous elements of discord into F rance , and 10 
bo th leagued their democrat ic factions against the monarchical sys tem." 

Do we say that the Spanish Revolution has been made by the Anglo-Rus

sians? By no means . Russia only supports fact ious movemen t s a t moments 

w h e n i t knows revolutionary crises to be a t hand. T h e real popular move

ment , however , which then begins, is always found to be as m u c h opposed 15 

to the intrigues of Russia as to the oppress ive agency of the govern

ment . Such was the fact in Wallachia in 1848—such is the fact in Spain in 

1854. 

The perfidious conduct of England is exhibited at full length by the conduct 

of its Embassador at Madrid, Lord Howden . Before setting ou t from England 20 

to re turn to his post , he assembled the Spanish bondholders , calling upon 

them to press the payment of their claims on the Government , and in case 

of refusal, to declare that they would refuse all credit to Spanish merchants . 

Thus he prepared difficulties for the new Government . As soon as he arrived 

at Madrid, he subscribed for the victims fallen at the barr icades . Thus he 25 

p rovokes ovat ions from the Spanish people. 

The Times charges Mr. Soulé with having produced the Madrid in

surrect ion in the interest of the present American Administrat ion. At all 

events , Mr . Soulé has not wri t ten The Times's articles against Isabella I I , nor 

has the par ty inclined to Cuban annexat ion gained any benefit from the 30 

revolution. With regard to this question, the nominat ion of Gen. de la Concha 

as Captain-General of the Island of Cuba is character is t ic , he having been 

one of the seconds of the Duke of Alba in his duel with the son of Mr. Soulé. 

I t would be a mistake to suppose that the Spanish Liberals in any way par take 

in the v iews of the English Liberal , Mr. Cobden, in reference to the abandon- 35 

ment of the colonies. One great object of the Const i tut ion of 1812 was to 

retain the empire over the Spanish colonies by the introduct ion of a united 

sys tem of representat ion into the new code. In 1811 the Spaniards even 

equipped a large armement , consisting of several regiments from Galicia, the 

only province in Spain then not occupied by the French , in order to combine 40 

coerc ion wi th their South American policy. I t was almost the chief principle 
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of that Consti tut ion not to abandon any of the colonies belonging to Spain, 

and the revolutionists of to-day share the same opinion. 

No revolution has ever exhibited a more scandalous spectacle in the 

conduct of its public men than this under taken in the interest of "mora l i ty ." 

5 The coalition of the old part ies forming the p resen t Government of Spain 

(the part isans of Espar tero and the part isans of Narvaez) has been occupied 

wi th nothing so much as the division of the spoils of office, of p laces , of 

salaries, of titles, and of decorat ions. Dulce and Echague have arrived at 

Madrid, and Serrano has solicited permission to come, in order to secure their 

10 shares in the plunder. There is a great quarrel be tween Moderados and 

Progresis tas , the former being charged wi th having named all the generals , 

and the latter with having appointed all the Political Chiefs. To appease the 

jealousies of the " r abb le , " Puche ta the toreador has been promoted from 

a director of the slaughter-houses to a director of police. Even the Clamor 

15 Público, a very modera te paper , gives ven t to feelings of disappointment . 

" T h e conduct of the generals and chiefs would have been more dignified if 

they had resigned promotion, giving a noble example of dis interestedness , 

and conforming themselves to the principles of morality proclaimed by the 

revolut ion." The shamelessness of the distr ibution of the spoils is marked 

20 by the division of the embassadors ' places. I do not speak of the appointment 

of Señor Olozaga for Paris , al though being the Embassador of Espar te ro at 

the same Court in 1843, he conspired with Louis Philippe, Christ ina and 

Narvaez ; nor of the appointment for Vienna of Alexander Mon , the F inance 

Minister of Narvaez in 1844; nor of that of Ríos y Rosas for Lisbon, and 

25 Pastor Diaz for Turin, bo th Moderados of very indifferent capaci ty. I speak 

of the nomination of Gonzalez Bravo for the Embassy of Constant inople. 

He is the incarnation of Spanish corruption. In 1840 he published El Guirigay 

(the Slang,) a sort of Madrid Punch, in which he made the most furious 

a t tacks against Christina. Three years afterward his rage for office t rans-

30 formed him into a bois terous Moderado . Narvaez , who wanted a pliant tool , 

used him as Prime Minister of Spain, and then kicked him away as soon as 

he could dispense with him. Bravo, in the interval , appointed as his Minister 

of Finance one Carrasco, who plundered the Spanish t reasury directly. He 

made his father Under-Secre tary of the Treasury , a man who had been 

35 expelled from his place as a subaltern in the Exchequer because of his 

malversat ions; and he t ransformed his brother-in-law, a hanger-on at the 

Principe Theater , into a state-groom to the Queen. When reproached with 

his apostasy and corruption, he answered: " I s i t not r id iculous to be always 

the s a m e ? " This m a n is the chosen embassador of the revolution of mo-

40 rality. 

I t is somewhat refreshing to hear , in cont ras t wi th the official infamies 
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branding the Spanish movement , that the people have forced these fellows 

at least to place Christ ina at the disposal of the Cor tes , and to consent to 

the convocat ion of a National Consti tuent Assembly, wi thout a Senate , and 

consequent ly neither on the election law of 1837 nor that of 1845. The 

Government has not yet dared to prescribe an election law of their own, while 5 
t he people are unanimously in favor of universal suffrage. At Madrid the 

elections for the National Guard have re turned nothing bu t Exal tados . 

In the Provinces a wholesome anarchy prevails , juntas being const i tuted, 

and in act ion everywhere , and every junta issuing decrees in the interest of 

its locality—one abolishing the monopoly of tobacco, another the duty on salt. 10 
Contrabandis ts are operating on an enormous scale, and with the more 

efficiency, as they are the only force never disorganized in Spain. At Barce

lona the soldiers are in collision, now among each other , and now with the 

workmen . This anarchical state of the Provinces is of great advantage to the 

cause of the revolution, as it prevents its being confiscated at t he capital. 15 
The Madrid press is at this moment composed of the following papers : 

España, Novedades, Nación, Época, Clamor Público, Diario Español, 

Tribuno, Esperanza, Iberia, Católico, Miliciano, Independencia, Guardia 

Nacional, Esparterista, Union, Europa, Espectador, Liberal, Eco de la 

Revolución. The Heraldo, Boletín del Pueblo, and the Mensagero, have 20 
ceased to exist. 

Kar l Marx . 
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Revolution in Spain—Bomarsund 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4174, 4.September 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Aug. 21 , 1854. 

The " l eade r s " of the Assemblée Nationale, Times, and Journal des Débats 
prove that neither the pure Russian par ty , nor the Russo-Coburg party, nor 

5 the Consti tutional par ty are satisfied with the course of the Spanish revolu

tion. F r o m this i t would appear that there is some chance for Spain, notwith

standing the contradict ion of appearances . 

On the 8th inst. a deputat ion from the Union Club waited on Espar te ro 

to present an address calling for the adopt ion of universal suffrage. Numer-

10 ous petit ions to the same effect were pouring in. Consequent ly , a long and 

animated debate took place at the Council of Ministers. But the part isans 

of universal suffrage, as well as the part isans of the election-law of 1845, 

have been beaten. The Madrid Gaceta publishes a decree for the convocat ion 

of the Cortes on the 8th of Nov. , p receded by an exposé addressed to the 

15 Queen. At the elections, the law of 1837 will be followed, with slight modi

fications. The Cortes are to be one Const i tuent Assembly, the legislative 

functions of the Senate being suppressed. T w o paragraphs of the law of 1845 

have been preserved, viz: the mode of forming the electoral mesas, (boards 

receiving the votes and publishing the returns,) and the number of deput ies ; 

20 one deputy to be elected for every 35,000 souls. The Assembly will thus be 

composed of from 420 to 430 members . According to a circular of Santa Cruz, 

the Minister of the Interior, the electors mus t be registered by the 6th of Sept. 

After the verification of the lists by the provincial deputat ions, the electoral 

lists will be closed on the 12th of Sept. The elections will take place on the 

25 3d of Oct., at the chief localities of the Electoral Districts. The scrutiny will 

be proceeded to on the 16th of Oct. , in the capital of each province . In case 

o iconf l ic t ing elections, the new proceedings which will thereby be necessi

ta ted, must be terminated by the 30th of Oct . T h e exposé states expressly 

that " the Cortes of 1854, like those of 1837, will save the monarchy; they 

30 will be a new bond be tween the throne and the nat ion, objects which cannot 

be quest ioned or disputed." In other words , t he Government forbids the 
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discussion of the dynastic quest ion; hence , The Times concludes the con

t rary, supposing that the quest ion will now be be tween the present dynasty 

or no dynasty at all—an eventuali ty which, it is scarcely necessary to remark, 

infinitely displeases and disappoints the calculations of The Times. 

The Electoral law of 1837 limits the franchise by the condit ions of having 5 

a household , the payment of the mayores cuotas, (the ship taxes levied by 

the State,) and the age of twenty-five years . There are further entitled to a 

vo te the members of the Spanish Academies of His tory and of the Artes 

Nob le s , doctors , licentiates in the faculties of divinity, law, of medicine, 

members of ecclesiastical chapters , parochial cura tes and their assistant 10 

clergy, magistrates and advocates of two years ' standing, officers of the army 

of a certain standing, whether on service or the retired list, physicians, 

surgeons, apothecaries of two years ' standing; archi tects , painters and sculp

to rs , honored with the membership of an academy; professors and masters 

in any educat ional establishment, supported by the public funds. Disqualified 15 

for the vote by the same law are, defaulters to the c o m m o n pueblo-fund, or 

to local taxat ion, bankrupts , persons interdicted by the courts of law for 

moral or civil incapaci ty; lastly, all persons under sentence. 

I t is t rue that this decree does not proclaim universal suffrage, and that 

it r emoves the dynast ic question from the forum of the Cortes . Still it is 20 

doubtful wha t even this Assembly will do. If the Spanish Cor tes forbore from 

interfering with the c rown in 1812, i t was because the c rown was only 

nominally represented—the king having been absent for years from the 

Spanish soil. If they forbore in 1837, i t was because they had to settle with 

absolute monarchy before they could think of settling with the constitutional 25 

monarchy. With regard to the general situation, The Times has truly good 

reasons to deplore the absence of F rench centralization in Spain, and that 

consequent ly even a victory over revolution in the capital decides nothing 

with respec t to the provinces , so long as that state of " a n a r c h y " survives 

there without which no revolut ion can succeed. 30 

There are , of course , some incidents in the Spanish revolut ions peculiarly 

belonging to them. Fo r instance, the combinat ion of robbery with revolution

ary transactions—a connection which sprang up in the guerrilla wa r s against 

the F rench invasions, and which was cont inued by the " roya l i s t s " in 1823, 

and the Carlists since 1835. No surprise will therefore be felt at the in- 35 

formation that great disorders have occurred at Tor tosa , in L o w e r Catalonia. 

The Junta Popular of that city says, in its proclamation of 31st July: "A band 

of miserable assassins, availing themselves for pre text of the abolition of the 

indirect taxes , have seized the town, and trampled upon all laws of society. 

Plunder , assassination, incendiarism have marked their s t eps . " Order , how- 40 

ever , was soon restored by the Junta—the citizens arming themselves and 
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coming to the rescue of the feeble garrison of the place. A military com

mission is sitting, charged wi th the pursui t and punishment of the authors 

of the ca tas t rophe of July 30. This c i rcumstance has , of course , given an 

occasion to the react ionary journals for vi r tuous declamation. H o w little they 

5 are war ran ted in this proceeding may be inferred from the r emark of the 

Messager de Bayonne, tha t the Carlists have raised their banner in the 

provinces of Catalonia, Aragon and Valencia, and precisely in the same 

contiguous mountains where they had their chief nes t in the old Carlist wa r s . 

It was the Carlists who gave origin to the ladrones faccioses, that combina

lo tion of robbery and prentended allegiance to an oppressed par ty in the State . 

The Spanish guerrillero of all t imes has had something of the robber since 

the t imes of Vir iathus; but it is a novel ty of Carlist invention that a pure 

robber should invest himself with the n a m e of guerrillero. The men of the 

Tor tosa affair certainly belong to this class. 

15 At Lér ida , Saragossa and Barcelona mat ters are serious. The two former 

cities have refused to combine with Barcelona, because the military had the 

upper hand there . Still i t appears that even there Concha is unable to mas ter 

the storm, and Gen. Dulce is to take his place, the recent populari ty of that 

general being considered as offering m o r e guarantees for a conciliation of 

20 the difficulties. 

The secret societies have resumed their activity at Madrid , and govern the 

democrat ic par ty jus t as they did in 1823. The first demand which they have 

urged the people to make is that all ministers since 1843 shall p resent their 

accounts . 

25 The ministry are purchasing back the a rms which the people seized on the 

day of the barr icades . In this way they have got possess ion of 2,500 muske ts , 

formerly in the hands of insurgents . Don Manuel Sagasti , the Ayacucho Gefe 

Politico of Madrid of 1843, has been re ins ta ted in his functions. He has 

addressed to the inhabitants and the national militia two proclamat ions , in 

30 which he announces his intention of energetically repressing all disorder. The 

removal of the creatures of Sartorius from the different offices proceeds 

rapidly. I t is , perhaps , the only thing rapidly done in Spain. All part ies show 

themselves equally quick in that line. 

Salamanca is not imprisoned, as was asser ted. He had been arrested at 

35 Aranjuez, bu t was soon released, and is now at Malaga. 

The control of the ministry by popular pressure is p roved by the fact, tha t 

the ministers of war , of the interior, and of public works , have effected large 

displacements and simplifications in their several depar tments , an event 

never known in Spanish history before. 

40 The Unionist or Coburg-Braganza par ty is pitifully weak . Fo r wha t other 

reason would they make such a noise about one single address sent f rom 
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Portugal to the Nat ional Guard of Madrid? If we look nearer at it, i t is even 

discovered that the address , (originating with the Lisbon Journal de Progrès) 

is not of a dynast ic nature at all, but simply of the fraternal kind so well known 

in the movements of 1848. 

The chief cause of the Spanish revolution was the state of the f inances, 5 

and particularly the decree of Sartorius, ordering the payment of six months ' 

taxes in advance upon the year. All the public ches ts were empty when the 

revolut ion broke out, notwithstanding the c i rcumstance that no branch of 

the public service had been paid; nor were the sums dest ined for any particu

lar service applied to it during the whole of several months . Thus , for in- 10 

s tance, the turnpike receipts were never appropriated to the use of keeping 

up the roads . The moneys set aside for public works shared the same destiny. 

When the chest of public works was subjected to revision, instead of receipts 

for executed works , receipts from court favorites were discovered. I t is 

known that financiering has long been the mos t profitable business in Madrid. 15 

T h e Spanish budget for 1853 was as follows: 

Civil List and Apanages 47,350,000 reals . 

Legislation 1,331,685 reals . 

Interest of Public Debt 213,271,423 reals . 

President of Council 1,687,860 reals . 

Foreign Office 3,919,083 reals . 

Just ice 39,001,233 reals . 

War 278,646,284 reals . 

Marine 85,165,000 reals. 

Interior 43,957,940 reals . 

Police 72,000,000 reals . 

F inances 142,279,000 reals . 

Pensions 143,400,586 reals. 

Cultus 119,050,508 reals . 

Ex t ras 18,387,788 reals . 

Total 1,209,708,742 reals . 

Notwi ths tanding this budget, Spain is the least taxed country of Europe , 
and the economical question is nowhere so simple as there . The reduct ion 
and simplification of the bureaucrat ic machinery in Spain are the less dif
ficult, as the municipalities traditionally administer their o w n affairs; so is 35 
reform of the tariff and conscientious application of the bienes nacionales 

not yet alienated. The social question in the modern sense of the word has 
no foundation in a country with its resources yet undeveloped, and with such 
a scanty populat ion as Spain—15,000,000 only. 

Y o u will see from the English press the first exploits of the British army 40 
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at Bomarsund. These poor journals , which had never anything brilliant to 

report , are in great enthusiasm about the successes of 10,000 F rench t roops 

over 2,000 Russians. I shall pass over these glories, and occupy myself wi th 

the considerat ion of the result of this capture of an island—the faubourg of 

5 Stockholm, and not of St. Petersburg. The F rench Siècle had announced, and 

its announcement was echoed by many journals , that Sweden would 

presently join the wes tern powers against Russ ia in active measures . The 

probabilit ies of this announcement may be measured by the fact that Sweden 

concluded a t reaty of armed neutrality at t he very t ime it might have operated 

10 with success against the swamps and woods of Finland. Will it alter its policy 

now that the t ime for operat ions is gone by? England and France have 

refused to King Oscar the required pecuniary and territorial guarantees for 

his adhesion. Moreover , how are we to explain the order of the Swedish 

Government for the d isarmament of a whole squadron, on the supposit ion 

15 that Sweden is about to take the field? This d isarmament extends to the ships 

of the line Charles XI I and Prince Oscar , the frigate Désirée , and the cor

vet tes Gefle and Thor . 

The capture of Bormarsund, now that the wa te r s in those latitudes will 

soon be covered with ice, can have no impor tance . At Hamburgh an opinion 

20 prevails that it is to be followed by the capture of Riga, an opinion based 

upon a letter of Captain Hea thcote , commander of the Archer , to the English 

Consul , Mr . Harts let , at Memel , to the effect that all foreign vessels mus t 

have cleared from the harbor of Riga by the 10th inst. 

Prussia is said to be greatly encouraging smuggling articles contraband of 

25 war on its Russian frontier, and at the same t ime preparing for a rupture with 

the occidental powers . The commanders of the harbors of Königsberg, 

Danzig, Colberg, and Swinemunde, have received orders to a rm these 

places . 

The most influential papers of N o r w a y and Sweden declare that " i t would 

30 be worse than madness to join the allies and make enormous sacrifices, 

unless on the fixed and well-understood condit ion that Russia shall be b roken 

up and Poland restored. Otherwise even the transfer of Finland to Sweden 

would be a delusion and a sna re . " 

I t ought to be remembered that all these nor thern Governments are in 

35 conflict with their own people. At Copenhagen for ins tance, matters s tand 

thus : the Schleswig-Holsteiners have determined to abstain from all elections 

for the Reichsrath; while at the same t ime the electors of Copenhagen have 

sent an address to Dr. Madvig, Deputy of the Land-thing, calling upon him 

not to accept a place in the Reichsrath, since the decree of the King was an 

40 infraction of the Danish Consti tut ion and the rights of the Danish people . 

Karl Marx. 
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The Capture of Bomarsund 

(First Article) 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4174, 4. September 1854 

The Capture of Bomarsund. 

The allied armies have at length begun to act. They have taken Bomarsund. 

On the 3d or 4th ult., the French t roops and British marines were landed on 

the island of Aland; on the 10th, the place was invested; on three succeeding 

days the bat ter ies were erected and a rmed; on the 14th the fire was opened; 5 

on the 15th the two round towers were taken by s torm, one by the French , 

the other by the English; on the 16th, after a short engagement in which the 

allies lost very few men , the large casemated fort surrendered. This short 

way of proceeding certainly looks rather spirited. F r o m all the information 

we possessed , it was to be expected that a regular siege, wi th at least one 10 

parallel and about a fortnight of open t renches , would be necessary to reduce 

the place. E v e n The London Times, which for a long t ime had talked in a 

way as if t he allied infantry had but to charge the s tone walls with the bayonet 

in order to make them crumble, had to admit, tha t after all a siege was 

inevitable, and that this tedious operat ion would probably last a fortnight. 15 

If, then , the at tack has been brought to a successful issue in about a week 

from the investment , and on the sixth day after breaking ground, the natural 

inference is that the besiegers must have found far less difficulty than they 

expected. Wha t i t was that facilitated the at tack, we of course can merely 

guess until the detailed accounts of the siege arr ive; bu t there a re many 20 

c i rcumstances which may have operated in their favor. A considerable 

number of the garrison were Finlanders , and in par t even Alanders . They 

certainly were not very much inspired with Russian patr iot ism, and if the 

repor ts from deser ters may be trusted, they were even resolved not to fight 

if they could help it. The inhabitants of the Island appear to have received 25 

the allies, as soon as they saw they were about to a t tack Bomarsund seri

ously, as deliverers from the Russian yoke , and must have given them all 

kinds of information and assistance. But the main point , after all, mus t have 

been something very defective in the construct ion of the fortress itself. As 
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no ground plans of it are to be had, and all our knowledge of it is derived 

from views and sketches , and from non-professional , (at least as far as 

engineering is concerned) descript ions, which are necessari ly very vague, 

and as bo th views and descriptions are of a somewhat conflicting nature in 

5 the details, we cannot pre tend to state w h e r e the defect lay. 

To judge from the sketches , however , the two round towers flank each 

other by their fire in a certain degree; bu t as in every round fortification the 

guns must have a radiating posit ion, and their fire mus t be exceedingly ec

centric, the smaller the fort, and with i t the number of guns , the greater 

10 becomes the eccentrici ty and the less effectual is the fire. Montalember t , 

therefore , took great care not to propose the employment of such towers 

unless this eccentrici ty was counteracted by the strong support which each 

tower would receive from its neighbors on the right and left and from the 

main fortress in the rear . If five or six such towers could concentra te their 

15 fire on one point, t he fire would then become as concentr ic and effectual 

as i t would be eccentric and weak before . Monta lember t , besides , knew very 

well tha t in the last stages of a siege, whenever it comes to storming, infantry 

fire is the mos t effectual that can be brought to bear on the assailants. 

Therefore , beside the contr ivances in his towers for admitting infantry 

20 defense , he generally connected the separate towers by a sort of covered 

way or t rench, not for safe communicat ion only, bu t also for infantry fire. 

Wha t such a t rench can do , we have just seen at Arab Tabiassi , where the 

whole flanking defense was confined to such a t rench, and where the Rus

sians were driven back, t ime after t ime, by a mere handful of Arnauts . 

25 Finally, Montalembert tried to make his towers entirely safe against a coup 

de main. He surrounded them with a ditch, with a covered way , and some

t imes considered them merely as the réduit, or last reserved posit ion in a 

large, strong redoubt . This was his matures t plan, and evidently the best . I t 

has been adopted with more or less al teration in almost all recent forti-

30 fications where the smaller towers of Monta lember t were adopted. Beside 

these difficulties of access he has the whole of the lower story or cellar of 

the tower arranged for infantry defense in a very ingenious way . 

N o w , in every one of these respec ts the Russians appear to have omit ted 

important features. The t ime occupied by the breaching fire, twenty to thirty 

35 hours , is evidently too short to enable even thir ty-two pounders to effect a 

pract icable breach, unless , indeed, the masonry was of a nature not usually 

seen in fortifications. I t may , therefore, be p resumed that the towers were 

t aken by scaling, the soldiers entering through the embrasures , and by 

burst ing open the gates . This presupposes a very ineffectual flanking fire, 

40 and as i t appears that the large fort has no bat ter ies in the rear to assist t he 

towers , each tower was flanked by the fire of the o ther only. This fault is 
* 
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the greater , as f rom the sketches i t would appear that the ground was very 

uneven , allowing storming parties to creep up , covered by accidents of 

ground, to a pret ty close proximity. Then, to judge from the sketches and 

from the event , preparat ions against a coup de main mus t have been alto

gether neglected. There is no t race of a redoubt th rown up around the towers , 5 

and the redoubts which the Russians had const ructed in front of them were 

abandoned almost without resistance. There was , it is said, a ditch around 

each tower ; bu t i t mus t have been very shallow with no contr ivances for 

infantry defense within it. The towers once taken, the larger fort, which they 

command, was necessari ly at the mercy of the Allies. It consequent ly fell, 10 

very likely with no more than a show of resis tance. 

Judging these fortifications from what this short siege makes them appear 

to be , i t would almost seem that their const ructors never calculated upon 

a serious at tack on the land side. They mus t have built the towers with a view 

merely to resisting the at tacks of parties of marines, which at the most could 15 

no t exceed a couple of thousands , and not muster in sufficient strength either 

to a t tempt an assault or to conduct to its close a regular siege. Consequent ly 

the water-front was the strongest, and the land-front, formed by the towers , 

more show than reality. And yet the result would almost show that a par ty 

of 1,000 marines might have stormed the towers many months ago, and 20 

thereby reduced the main fort! 

As to the storming itself, i t must have been done very well by both French 

and English. The English are well-known stormer s ; it is their favorite maneu

ver, and hardly ever fails them. The French prefer to charge a body of t roops 

in the open field; and in sieges their mathematical tu rn of mind prefers the 25 

methodical march of that eminently French science which Vauban invented. 

But the ardor of a British veteran seems to have driven them on. There was 

a t Bomarsund an old General Jones—the man who improved upon Vauban , 

when , with hardly half-sufficient means , and against b r ave and determined 

garr isons, at Badajos , Ciudad Rodrigo and Saint Sebast ian, he contr ived to 30 

shor ten a siege by about one-third of its prescribed duration. Gen. Jones is 

not a common engineer. He does not, like the rest of his profession, see in 

a siege a mere school-festival in which the chief engineer is under examina

tion, and mus t p rove before the eyes of the army how far all the rules and 

regulations of formal sieges and of Vauban ' s "attaque des places fortes " a r e 35 

retained and properly arranged in his memory . He does not think that the 

whole army is there for the sake of the engineers, to protec t t hem while they 

exhibit their t r icks. Ins tead of this, Gen. Jones is first a soldier, and then an 

engineer. He knows the British soldier well, and knows what he can t rust 

him with. And the short , determined, and ye t unpretending way in which 40 

Bomarsund was taken in half the prescribed t ime, is so much like the breach-
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ing and storming of t h e Spanish fortresses that n o b o d y b u t old J o n e s c a n 

be at the bot tom of it. As to t h e F r e n c h , they could never have invented this 

w a y of taking a for t res s . It goes against their grain; it is too blunt, too dest i tute 

of manners and politeness. But they could not contes t the authori ty of t h e 

5 m a n w h o had tried his irregular w a y of taking fortresses u p o n themselves 

fifty years before, and found i t to answer in every case . And w h e n they c a m e 

to the storming, they appear not to have been behind t h e English in resolu

tion. 

It i s singular that the Russ ians, w h o have prided themselves so m u c h u p o n 

10 their storming capacit ies, f rom P e r e c o p and Otschakoff d o w n to Warsaw and 

Bistritz, these Russ ians h a v e b e e n repulsed in every assault u p o n field-

works , and, indeed, were not able, before Silistria, to r e d u c e a field-work by 

a regular siege, and h a d to d e c a m p without t h e fortress being relieved; while 

on t h e other hand, the very first act of the w a r w a s the storming by t h e Turks 

15 of a p e r m a n e n t Russ ian fortification—St. Nicolai—while t h e celebrated 

fortress of B o m a r s u n d has b e e n taken by assault a lmost wi thout t h e h o n o r 

of an o p e n t rench. We must not forget to note that t h e f leets appear n o t to 

have in any way effectually contr ibuted to this victory. T h e y seem, after all, 

to shun the neighborhood of c a s e m a t e d batter ies as m u c h as ever. 

20 This success of the allies, however , is of such a nature that it will very 

likely induce t h e m to do nothing m o r e in t h e ensuing autumn. At all events, 

the grand expedit ion to Sevastopol has not yet sailed, and a few weeks more 

delay is already promised. T h e n i t will be t o o late, and thus that repose and 

relaxation during the winter, which is so necessary after the fatigues of t h e 

25 c a m p at Varna, will be secured to t h e h e r o e s of t h e allied forces. 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4182, 13. September 1854 

The Capture of Bomarsund. 

The part iculars of the capture of Bomarsund, so far as published, are still 
couched in vague and unbusiness-like language. We do not , in fact, learn at 
w h a t dis tance from the forts the breaching bat ter ies were e rec ted or the ships 
anchored during the naval attack. We hear no further details, such as might 5 
be expected, on the construct ion of the forts , now that the allied t roops have 
possess ion of them. Indeed, almost every point of impor tance is passed over 
in order to amuse the public with the more pic turesque and less professional 
par t of the business . In so slovenly a manner are concoc ted even the official 
r epor t s , tha t nobody can make out distinctly, whe ther F o r t Tzee , (as they 10 
spell it,) w h e n t aken by the French , had to be s tormed or not , as i t seems 
that hardly any one bu t the commanding officer resis ted. 

The little we can make out i s that , as we suspected from the sketches , the 
two towers were erected upon ground of so b roken a na ture tha t ravines , 
slopes and rocks formed natural approaches even up to their very di tches . In 15 
these ravines the allies could comfortably establish themselves , safe from 
the Russ ian shot, which passed over their heads ; and being thus enabled to 
cons t ruc t their bat ter ies close to the place, a t once began the siege with those 
which are generally the last used in such cases , namely, breaching bat ter ies . 
Tha t the Russians built their forts upon such ground, wi thout at once leveling 20 
it up to at least six or eight hundred yards in front of them, proves that a 
serious land a t tack was never calculated upon by them. The breaching 
bat ter ies mus t have been erected at no greater dis tance than five or six 
hundred yards from the forts , as the French ba t te red t h e m with sixteen-
pounders , generally considered not heavy enough for breaching a wall even 25 
at one hundred or one hundred and fifty yards dis tance. Twenty-s ix hour s ' 
firing, however , so injured the tower that twelve h o u r s ' more would have 
brought down a whole front. The British ba t te red For t Not t ich with six 
thir ty- two-pounders , of forty-five cwt. each. 
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These guns , according to Sir Howard Douglas ' s Naval Gunnery, are used 

with a regulation charge of seven lbs. powder , and would , at the dis tance 

of four to five hundred yards , make the ball penet ra te from two to two and 

a half feet into solid oak. The F rench sixteen-pound guns , with a charge of 

5 five lbs. , would have , at four to five hundred yards , a penetrat ion into oak 

of from one and a half to two feet. If the British, as may be expected, in

creased the regulation charge to at least eight lbs. , there is no wonder that 

wi th twice the number of guns and double the caliber, they laid one side of 

the fort open in less than twelve hours . 

10 As to the sea at tack, it was a mere diversion. Only Captain Pelham profited 

by the occasion to make a scientific experiment . He used his long ten-inch 

pivot gun wi th all the steadiness and regularity of breaching fire, invariably 

hitting, as nearly as possible, the same place. These long ten-inch guns are 

the finest in the British navy. Their great weight of metal (ninety-five cwt.) 

15 permits a charge of sixteen pounds of powder to a solid shot of sixty-eight 

pounds . The effect of this shot, even at a dis tance of five or six hundred 

ya rds , is inconceivably greater than that of the eighteen or twenty-four-

pound balls hi therto generally used in breaching bat ter ies ; and w h e n properly 

used, could not fail to produce a t r emendous result . Accordingly, Captain 

20 Pelham's s teady firing very speedily unraveled the mystery of Russian 

granite fortresses. A few shots detached what hi ther to appeared a large block 

of solid granite, bu t turned out to be a mere facing slab, the thickness of which 

was in no wise proport ionate to its hight and width. Some more shots , and 

the next adjoining slabs fell in, and then followed an avalanche of rubbish, 

25 rattling down the walls, and laying bare the very hear t of the fortress. I t t hen 

was clear that the "gran i te" was nothing bu t show; that as soon as the 

comparat ively thin slabs which faced the escarpe were knocked down, there 

was no solid masonry inside to resist the inroads of bullets. The walls , in fact, 

were mere casings, the interstices of which were filled up with all sorts of 

30 b roken s tones , sand, e tc . , having neither cohes ion nor stability. If the main 

fortress was thus constructed, there is no doubt the masonry of the towers 

was equally bad, and the rapid breaching is fully explained. A n d these walls , 

of so little intrinsic strength, had by their imposing outside sufficed to keep 

the whole Anglo-French fleet at b a y for near ly four months ! The disappoint-

35 ment of Sir Charles Napier when he saw what they really were made of can

not , however , have been greater than that of the Czar , when he learned of 

wha t the "gran i te , " for which he had so dearly paid, consisted. In the land 

at tack, another feature i s remarkable . We have already seen that b roken 

ground surrounded the forts not only within gun-range, bu t even within 

40 musket- range. This was taken advantage of by the Chasseurs of Vincennes , 

who crept up very close, sheltering themselves behind s tumps of t rees , 
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boulder s tones , rocks , e tc . , and opened a murderous fire u p o n the embra

sures of the casemates . As at a distance of four to five hundred yards then-

rifles have an unerr ing aim, and moreover , the sloping-side embrasures , 

like a tunnel , make every bullet which strikes t hem enter the centra l opening 

at the bo t tom, i t m a y well be imagined how m u c h the gunners in the fortress 5 
were annoyed while loading. 

The Russians appear to have entirely neglected the commones t p re 

caut ions against this rifle fire. They, too , had r i f les . W h y did they not pos t 

them behind the parapet of the roof of the tower , w h e r e they commanded 

the enemy ' s skirmishers? But the Finnishrif les at Bomarsund appear to have 10 
had no inclination to fight for the glory of Holy Russia . Finally, the F rench 

employed, besides the three breaching guns, some mortars and three howitz

ers . The mor tars sent their shells at a high angle on the bomb-proof roof of 

the tower , trying to c rush i t by the combined force of the fall and the ex

plosion. This , however , does not appear to have been of great effect. On the 15 
other hand, the F rench howitzers s tuck to direct horizontal firing, and aimed 

at the embrasures . At the short distance of four or five hundred yards a long 

twenty-four-pound brass howitzer, throwing a shell of six inches diameter, 

might ve ry well hit such an object as an embrasure once in three t imes; and 

every shell entering would disable the men at the gun, besides dismounting 20 
the gun itself. This fire, therefore, mus t have been very effective. 

Thus we see that the granite walls of Bomarsund turned out mere Russian 

humbug—heaps of rubbish kept in shape by thin stone-facings, not fit to resist 

a good and steady fire for any t ime. If Nicholas had been cheated by their 

cons t ructors , he has succeeded for all that in cheating the allies out of a whole 25 
campaign by these sham fortresses. The defense on the par t of the Russians 

was , u p o n the whole, indifferent; and this may be t raced to the pret ty plainly 

p ronounced disaffection of the Finnish t roops . The a t tack of the allies was 

character ized by a resolution unheard of hi therto in their proceedings, and 

due , evidently, to Gen. Jones . The difficulties overcome in moving and 30 
placing the guns , though exaggerated by Sir Charles Napier , were certainly 

great. The F rench at tacked with breaching guns of too w e a k caliber and with 

mortars that could be of little use under the c i rcumstances , but their mode 

of horizontal shell-firing and rifle-firing at the embrasures deserves high 

eulogium. The English, as usual , came down with the heavies t caliber they 35 
could m o v e , gave plain, straight-forward and effective fire, underwent dif

ficulties and stood fire with their usual s teadiness, and carried their point 

without fuss, bu t also without any special distinction. 

Bomarsund being taken, the question next arises, w h a t is to be done wi th 

it? According to the latest dispatches from Hamburg , at a council of war held 40 
by the Admirals , the General-in-Chief of the expedi t ionary t roops and the 
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principal commanders resolved u p o n destroying all t he fortifications and 

abandoning the island, if Sweden should no t be inclined to occupy i t and buy 

it at the price of a declarat ion of war against Russia. If this dispatch prove 

t rue , the expedit ion against the Aland Is lands, so far from being a military 

5 move , as announced by the Moniteur, would prove simply a diplomatic one , 

under taken wi th a view to entangle Sweden in a dangerous alliance with the 

same powers whose friendship, to use the words of Mr. Bright, "has brought 

upon Turkey in a single year such calamities as Russ ia in her wildest d reams 

of ambition never imagined." The Swedish Cour t hesi ta tes , the Swedish 

1 o press warns the people against the Dañaos et dona ferentes, bu t the Swedish 

peasants have already passed a motion that the Chamber should petition the 

King to take steps that Aland may never again become Russian. There is little 

probabili ty that the petit ion of the peasants will be l istened to , and we may 

expect soon to hear that the fortress has been b lown up . 
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Nr.4179, 9.September 1854 

Spanish Revolutions. 

The revolution in Spain has now so far taken on the appearance of a per

manent condit ion that , as our correspondent a t L o n d o n has informed us , the 

weal thy and conservat ive classes have begun to emigrate and to seek security 

in F rance . This is not surprising; Spain has never adopted the modern F rench 5 

fashion, so generally in vogue in 1848, of beginning and accomplishing a 

revolut ion in three days . Her efforts in that line are complex and more 

prolonged. Three years seems to be the shortes t limit to which she restr icts 

herself, while her revolutionary cycle sometimes expands to nine. Thus her 

first revolution in the present century extended from 1808 to 1814; the second 10 

from 1820 to 1823; and the third from 1834 to 1843. H o w long the present 

one will cont inue, or in wha t it will result , i t is impossible for the keenest 

politician to foretell; but i t is not [too] much to say tha t there is no other par t 

of Europe , not even Turkey and the Russian war , which offers so profound 

an interest to the thoughtful observer , as does Spain at this instant. 15 

Insurrect ionary risings are as old in Spain as that sway of cour t favori tes 

against which they are usually directed. Thus at the middle of the fifteenth 

century the aristocracy revolted against King Juan I I . and his favori te , D o n 

Alvaro de Luna . In the fifteenth century still more serious commot ions took 

place against King H e n r y IV. and the head of his camarilla, D o n Juan de 20 

Pacheco , Marquis de Villena. In the seventeenth century the people a t L isbon 

tore to pieces Vasconcel los , the Sar tor iusof the Spanish Viceroy in Portugal , 

as they did at Barce lona wi th Santa Coloma, the favori te of Philip IV. At the 

end of the same century , under the reign of Carlos II . , the people of Madrid 

rose against the Queen ' s camarilla, composed of the Countess de Berlepsch 25 

and the Counts Oropesa and Melgar, who had imposed on all provisions 

entering the capital an oppressive duty, which they shared among them

selves. The people marched to the royal palace , forced the King to appear 

on the balcony, and himself to denounce the Queen ' s camarilla. They then 
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marched to the palaces of the Counts Oropesa and Melgar, p lundered them, 

des t royed them by fire, and tried to lay hold of their owners , who , however , 

had the good luck to escape , a t the cos t of perpetual exile. The event which 

occasioned the insurrect ionary rising in the fifteenth century was the 

5 t reacherous t reaty which the favorite of H e n r y IV., the Marquis de Villena, 

had concluded with the King of F rance , according to which Catalonia was 

to be surrendered to Louis XI . Three centuries later , the t reaty of Fonta ine

bleau, concluded on Oct. 27,1807, by which the favori te of Carlos IV. and the 

minion of his Queen , D o n Manuel Godoy, the Prince of Peace , cont rac ted 

10 with Bonapar te for the parti t ion of Portugal and the ent rance of the F rench 

armies into Spain, caused a popular insurrect ion at Madrid against Godoy , 

the abdication of Carlos IV. , the assumpt ion of the th rone by Ferd inand VIL , 

his son, the entrance of the F rench a rmy into Spain, and the following war 

of independence . Thus the Spanish war of independence commenced with 

15 a popular insurrection against the camarilla, then personified in D o n Manuel 

Godoy, jus t as the civil war of the fifteenth century commenced with the 

rising against the camarilla, then personified in the Marquis de Villena. So , 

too , the revolution of 1854, commenced with the rising against the camarilla, 

personified in the Count San Luis . 

20 Notwithstanding these ever-recurring insurrect ions, there has been in 

Spain, up to the present century , no serious revolut ion, except the war of the 

Holy League in the t imes of Carlos I., or Char les V., as the Germans call 

him. The immediate pretext , as usual , was then furnished by the clique who , 

under the auspices of Cardinal Adrian, the Viceroy, himself a Fleming, 

25 exaspera ted the Castilians by their rapacious insolence, by selling the public 

offices to the highest bidder, and by open traffic in law-suits. The opposi t ion 

against the Flemish camarilla was only at t he surface of the movement . At 

its bot tom was the defense of the liberties of mediaeval Spain against the 

encroachments of modern absolutism. 

30 The material basis of the Spanish monarchy having been laid by the union 

of Aragon, Castile and Granada, under Ferd inand the Catholic, and 

Isabella I., Charles I . a t tempted to t ransform that still feudal monarchy into 

an absolute one. Simultaneously he a t tacked the two pillars of Spanish 

liberty, the Cortes and the Ayuntamientos—the former a modification of the 

35 ancient Gothic concilia, and the latter t ransmit ted almost without inter

rupt ion from the R o m a n t imes, the Ayuntamientos exhibiting the mixture 

of the hereditary and elective character proper to the R o m a n municipalities. 

As to municipal self-government, the towns of Italy, of Provence , Nor the rn 

Gaul, Great Britain, and part of Germany, offer a fair similitude to the then 

40 state of the Spanish towns ; bu t neither the F rench States General , nor the 

British Parl iaments of the middle ages, are to be compared with the Spanish 
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Cor tes . There were circumstances in the formation of the Spanish kingdom 

peculiarly favorable to the limitation of royal power . On the one side, small 

par t s of the peninsula were recovered at a t ime, and formed into separate 

kingdoms, during the long struggles with the Arabs . Popular laws and cus

toms were engendered in these struggles. The successive conques ts , being 5 

principally effected by the nobles, rendered their power excessive, while 

they diminished the royal power . On the other hand, the inland towns and 

cities rose to great consequence , from the necessi ty people found themselves 

under of residing together in places of strength, as a security against the 

continual irruptions of the Moors ; while the peninsular formation of the 10 

country , and constant intercourse with Provence and Italy, created first-rate 

commercia l and maritime cities on the coast . As early as the fourteenth 

century , the cities formed the most powerful par t in the Cor tes , which were 

composed of their representat ives , with those of the clergy and the nobility. 

It is also worthy of remark, that the slow recovery from Moorish dominion 15 

through an obstinate struggle of almost eight hundred years , gave the Penin

sula, when wholly emancipated, a character altogether different from that 

of co temporaneous Europe , Spain finding itself, at the epoch of European 

resurrect ion, with the manners of the Goths and the Vandals in the Nor th , 

and wi th those of the Arabs in the South. 20 

Charles I . having returned from Germany, where the imperial dignity had 

been bes towed upon him, the Cortes assembled at Valladolid, in order to 

receive his oa th to the ancient laws and to invest him with the crown. Charles , 

declining to appear , sent commissioners who , he pre tended, were to receive 

the oath of allegiance on the part of the Cortes . The Cor tes refused to admit 25 

these commissioners to their presence, notifying the monarch that , if he did 

not appear and swear to the laws of the country , he should never be acknowl

edged as King of Spain. Charles thereupon yielded; he appeared before the 

Cor tes and took the oath—as historians say, wi th a very bad grace. The Cortes 

on this occasion told him: "You must know, Señor, tha t the King is but the 30 

paid servant of the nat ion." Such was the beginning of the hostilities be tween 

Charles I . and the towns . In consequence of his intrigues, numerous in

surrect ions broke out in Castile, the Holy League of Avila was formed, and 

the united towns convoked the assembly of the Cor tes at Tordesi l las , 

whence , on Oct. 20, 1520, a "pro tes t against the a b u s e s " was addressed to 35 

the King, in re turn for which he deprived all the deput ies assembled at 

Tordesil las of their personal r ights. Thus civil war had become inevitable; 

the commoners appealed to a rms ; their soldiers under the command of 

Padilla seized the fortress of Torre Lobaton, but were ultimately defeated 

by superior forces at the batt le of Villalar on April 23 , 1521. T h e heads of 40 

the principal "consp i ra to r s" rolled on the scaffold, and the ancient liberties 

of Spain disappeared. 

418 



Revolutionary Spain · First Article 

Several c i rcumstances conspired in favor of the rising power of absolut

ism. The want of union be tween the different provinces deprived their efforts 

of the necessary strength; bu t i t w a s , above all, t he bitter antagonism between 

the classes of the nobles and the citizens of the towns which Charles em-

5 ployed for the degradation of both . We have already mentioned that since 

the fourteenth century the influence of the towns was prominent in the 

Cortes , and since Ferdinand the Catholic, the Holy Brotherhood (Santa 

Hermandad) , had proved a powerful ins t rument in the hands of the towns 

against the Castilian nobles , who accused them of encroachments on their 

10 ancient privileges and jurisdiction. The nobility, therefore, were eager to 

assist Carlos I. in his project of suppressing the Holy League . Having crushed 

their a rmed resis tance, Carlos occupied himself with the reduct ion of the 

municipal privileges of the towns , which, rapidly declining in populat ion, 

wealth and importance, soon lost their influence in the Cortes . Carlos now 

15 turned round upon the nobles , who had assisted him in putt ing down the 

liberties of the towns , but who themselves retained a considerable political 

importance. Mutiny in his army for want of pay obliged him, in 1539, to 

assemble the Cortes , in order to obtain a grant of money. Indignant at the 

misapplication of former subsidies to operat ions foreign to the interests of 

20 Spain, the Cortes refused all supplies. Carlos dismissed them in a rage; and, 

the nobles having insisted on a privilege of exempt ion from taxes , he declared 

that those who claimed such a right could have no claim to appear in the 

Cor tes , and consequently excluded them from that assembly. This was the 

death-blow of the Cortes , and their meetings were hencefor th reduced to the 

25 performance of a mere court ceremony. The third e lement in the ancient 

consti tution of the Cor tes , viz.: the clergy, enlisted since Ferdinand the 

Catholic under the banner of the Inquisition, had long ceased to identify its 

interests with those of feudal Spain. On the contrary , by the Inquisition, the 

Church was t ransformed into the mos t formidable tool of absolutism. 

30 If after the reign of Carlos I. the decline of Spain, bo th in a political and 

social aspect , exhibited all those symptoms of inglorious and protracted 

putrefact ion so repulsive in the wors t t imes of the Turkish Empi re , under 

the Emperor at least the ancient liberties were bur ied in a magnificent tomb. 

This was the time when Vasco N u ñ e z Balboa planted the banner of Castile 

35 u p o n the shores of Darien, Cor tez in Mexico, and Pizarro in Peru; when 

Spanish influence reigned supreme in Europe , and the Southern imagination 

of the Iberians was bewildered with visions of Eldorados , chivalrous ad

ven tures , and universal monarchy . Then Spanish liberty disappeared under 

the clash of arms, showers of gold, and the terrible illuminations of the 

40 auto-da-fé. 

But how are we to account for the singular phenomenon that , after almost 
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th ree centur ies of a Hapsburg dynasty, followed by a Bourbon dynasty— 

either of them quite sufficient to crush a people—the municipal liberties of 

Spain more or less survive? that in the very country , where of all the feudal 

states absolute monarchy first arose in its mos t unmitigated form, centraliza

t ion has never succeeded in taking root? The answer is not difficult. I t was 5 

in the sixteenth century that were formed the great monarchies which es tab

lished themselves everywhere on the downfall of the conflicting feudal 

classes—the ar is tocracy and the towns. But in the o ther great States of 

E u r o p e absolute monarchy presents itself as a civilizing center , as the in

itiator of social unity. There it was the laboratory, in which the various 10 
elements of society were so mixed and worked , as to allow the towns to 

change the local independence and sovereignty of the Middle Ages for the 

general rule of the middle classes, and the common sway of civil society. 

In Spain, on the contrary, while the aristocracy sunk into degradat ion without 

losing their wors t privilege, the towns lost their mediaeval power without 15 

gaining modern importance. 

Since the establ ishment of absolute monarchy they have vegetated in a 

state of cont inuous decay. We have not here to state the c i rcumstances , 

political or economical , which destroyed Spanish commerce , industry, navi

gation and agriculture. For the present purpose it is sufficient to simply recall 20 

the fact. As the commercial and industrial life of the towns declined, internal 

exchanges became rare , the mingling of the inhabitants of different provinces 

less frequent , the means of communicat ion neglected, and the great roads 

gradually deserted. Thus the local life of Spain, the independence of its 

provinces and communes , the diversified state of society originally based 25 

on the physical configuration of the country , and historically developed by 

the detached manner in which the several provinces emancipated themselves 

from the Moorish rule, and formed little independent commonwealths—was 

now finally s trengthened and confirmed by the economical revolut ion which 

dried up the sources of national activity. And while the absolute monarchy 30 

found in Spain material in its very nature repulsive to centralization, it did 

all in its power to prevent the growth of common interests arising out of a 

national division of labor and the multiplicity of internal exchanges—the very 

basis on which alone a uniform system of administrat ion and the rule of 

general laws can be created. Thus the absolute monarchy in Spain, bearing 35 
but a superficial resemblance to the absolute monarchies of Europe in 

general , is ra ther to be ranged in a class wi th Asiatic forms of government . 

Spain, like Turkey , remained an agglomeration of mismanaged republics with 

a nominal sovereign at their head. Despotism changed character in the dif

ferent provinces with the arbitrary interpretat ion of the general laws by 40 

viceroys and governors ; bu t despotic as was the government i t did not 
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prevent the provinces from subsisting with different laws and cus toms, 

different coins, military banners of different colors , and with their respect ive 

systems of taxation. The oriental despot ism at tacks municipal self-govern

men t only when opposed to its direct interests , bu t is very glad to allow those 

5 institutions to continue so long as they take off i ts shoulders the duty of doing 

something and spare it the trouble of regular administrat ion. 

Thus i t happened that Napoleon, w h o , like all his cotemporar ies , con

sidered Spain as an inanimate corpse , was fatally surprised at the discovery 

that w h e n the Spanish State was dead, Spanish society was full of life, and 

10 every part of it overflowing with powers of resis tance. By the t reaty of 

Fontainebleau he had got his t roops to Madr id ; by alluring the royal family 

into an interview at Bayonne he had forced Carlos IV to retract his abdica

tion, and then to make over to him his dominions ; and he had intimidated 

Ferdinand VII into a similar declaration. Carlos IV, his Queen and the Prince 

15 of Peace , conveyed to Compiègne, Ferd inand VII and his brothers im

prisoned in the castle of Valençay, Bonapar te conferred the throne of Spain 

on his brother Joseph, assembled a Spanish Jun ta at Bayonne , and provided 

them with one of his ready-made const i tut ions. Seeing nothing alive in the 

Spanish monarchy except the miserable dynas ty which he had safely locked 

2Q, up , he felt quite sure of this confiscation of Spain. But, only a few days after 

his coup de main, he received the news of an insurrect ion at Madrid . Murat , 

i t is t rue , quelled that tumult by killing about 1,000 people ; but when this 

massacre became known, an insurrect ion b roke out in Astur ias , and soon 

af terward embraced the whole monarchy. I t is to be remarked that this first 

25 spontaneous rising originated with the people , while the "be t t e r " classes had 

quietly submitted to the foreign yoke . 

Thus i t is that Spain was prepared for her more recent revolutionary career , 

and launched into the struggles which have marked her development in the 

present century. The facts and influences we have thus succinctly detailed 

30 still act in forming her destinies and directing the impulses of her people. 

We have presented them as necessary no t only to an appreciat ion of the 

present crisis, bu t of all she has done and suffered since the Napoleonic 

usurpation—a period now of nearly fifty years—not wi thout tragic episodes 

and heroic efforts,—indeed, one of the most touching and instructive chapters 

35 in all modern history. Le t us hope that the addit ions now being made to their 

annals by the Spanish people may prove neither unwor thy nor fruitless of 

good to themselves and to the world. 
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Revolutionary Spain. 

We have already laid before our readers a survey of the earlier revolutionary 

history of Spain, as a means of unders tanding and appreciating the de

velopments which that nat ion is now offering to the observat ion of the world. 

Still more interesting, and perhaps equally valuable as a source of present 5 

instruction, is the great national movement that a t tended the expulsion of 

the Bonapar tes , and restored the Spanish Crown to the family in whose 

possess ion i t yet remains . But to rightly est imate that movement , with its 

heroic episodes and memorable exhibition of vitality in a people supposed 

to be moribund, we must go back to the beginning of the Napoleonic assault 10 

on the nation. The efficient cause of the whole was perhaps first stated in 

the t reaty of Tilsit, which was concluded on July 7 ,1807, and is said to have 

received its complètement through a secret convent ion, signed by Prince 

Kourak in and Talleyrand. It was published in the Madrid Gaceta on Au

gust 25, 1812, containing, among other things, the following stipulations: 15 

"Art. I. Russia is to take possession of European Turkey , and to extend 

her possessions in Asia as far as she may think it convenient . 

Art. II. The Bourbon dynasty in Spain and the house of Braganza in 

Portugal will cease to reign. Princes of the Bonapar te family will succeed 

to bo th of these c rowns . " 20 

Supposing this t reaty to be authentic, and its authentici ty is scarcely 

disputed, even in the recently published memoirs of King Joseph Bonapar te , 

i t formed the t rue reason for the French invasion of Spain in 1808, while the 

Spanish commot ions of that t ime would seem to be linked by secret threads 

with the destinies of Turkey. 25 

When , consequent upon the Madrid massacre and the t ransact ions a t 

Bayonne , s imultaneous insurrections broke out in the Asturias , Galicia, 

Andalusia and Valencia, and a French army occupied Madrid , the four 

nor thern fortresses of Pampeluna, San Sebastian, Figueras and Barcelona 

had been seized by Bonapar te under false pre tenses ; par t of the Spanish army 30 

had been removed to the island of Fiinen, dest ined for an a t tack upon 

Sweden; lastly all the consti tuted authorit ies, military, ecclesiastic, judicial 

and administrat ive, as well as the aristocracy, exhor ted the people to submit 

to the foreign intruder. But there was one c i rcumstance to compensa te for 

all the difficulties of the situation. Thanks to Napoleon, the country was rid 35 

of its King, its royal family, and its government . Thus the shackles were 

b roken which might else have prevented the Spanish people from displaying 
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their native energies. H o w little they were able to resist the F rench under 

the command of their Kings and under ordinary c i rcumstances , had been 

proved by the disgraceful campaigns of 1794 and 1795. 

Napoleon had summoned the mos t distinguished persons in Spain to mee t 

5 him at Bayonne , and to receive from his hands a King and a Consti tution. 

With very few except ions , they appeared there . On June 7,1808, King Joseph 

received at Bayonne a deputat ion of the grandees of Spain, in whose name 

the Duke of M e n t a d o , Ferdinand VII ' s mos t intimate friend, addressed him 

as follows: 

10 "Sire , the grandees of Spain have at all t imes been celebrated for then-

loyalty to their Sovereign, and in them your Majesty will now find the same 

fidelity and adhesion." 

The royal Council of Castile assured poor Joseph that "he was the principal 

b ranch of a family destined by Heaven to reign." N o t less abject was the 

15 congratulation of the Duke del Parque , at the head of a deputat ion repre

senting the army. On the following day the same persons published a procla

mation, enjoining general submission to the Bonapar te dynasty. On July 7, 

1808, the new Consti tution was signed by 91 Spaniards of the highest dis

tinction; among them Dukes , Counts , and Marquises , as well as several heads 

20 of the religious orders . During the discussions on that Consti tution, all they 

found cause to remonstra te against was the repeal of their old privileges and 

exemptions . The first ministry and the first royal household of Joseph were 

the same persons who had formed the ministry and the royal household of 

Ferdinand VII . Some of the upper classes considered Napoleon as the 

25 providential regenerator of Spain; o thers as the only bulwark against revolu

tion; none believing in the chances of national resis tance. 

Thus from the very beginning of the Spanish W a r of Independence the 

high nobility and the old Administrat ion lost all hold upon the middle classes 

and upon the people , because of their having deser ted them at the com-

30 mencement of the struggle. On the one side s tood the Afrancesados, (the 

Frenchified,) and on the other the nation. At Valladolid, Cartagena, Granada , 

Jaen , San Lucar , Carolina, Ciudad Rodrigo, Cadiz and Valencia, the most 

prominent members of the old Administration—governors, generals, and 

other marked personages presumed to be F rench agents and obstacles to the 

35 national movement—fell victims to the infuriated people . Everywhere the 

existing authorities were displaced. Some months previous to the rising, on 

March 19, 1808, the popular commotions that had taken place at Madrid, 

intended to remove from their posts El Choricero (the sausage-maker, a 

n ickname of Godoy) and his obnoxious satellites. This object was now gained 

40 on a national scale, and with it the internal revolution was accomplished so 

far as contemplated by the masses , and as not connected with resis tance to 
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the foreign intruder. On the whole, the movement appeared to be directed 

ra ther against revolution than for it. Nat ional by proclaiming the inde

pendence of Spain from France , i t was at the same t ime dynast ic by opposing 

the "be loved" Ferdinand VII to Joseph Bonapar te ; react ionary by opposing 

the old insti tutions, cus toms, and laws to the rat ional innovat ions of N a p o - 5 

leon; supersti t ious and fanatical by opposing "holy religion," against wha t 

was called French Atheism, or the destruct ion of the special privileges of 

the R o m a n Church . The priests terrified by the fate that had fallen upon their 

b re th ren in France , fostered the popular passions in the interest of self-

preservat ion. "The patriotic f i re ," says Southey, "f lamed higher for this holy 10 

oil of superst i t ion." 

All the wars of independence waged against F r ance bear in common the 

s tamp of regenerat ion, mixed up with react ion; bu t nowhere to such a degree 

as in Spain. The King appeared in the imagination of the people in the light 

of a romant ic prince, forcibly abused and locked up by a giant robber . The 15 

mos t fascinating and popular epochs of their pas t we re encircled with the 

holy and miraculous tradit ions of the war of the cross against the crescent ; 

and a great port ion of the lower classes were accus tomed to wear the livery 

of mendicants , and live upon the sanctified pa t r imony of the Church. A 

Spanish author , D o n Josef Clemente Carnicero, published in the years 1814 20 
and '16, the following series of works : "Napoleon , the True D o n Quixote 

of E u r o p e ; " "Principal Even t s of the Glorious Revolut ion of Spa in ;" " T h e 

Inquisit ion Rightly Reestabl ished;" it is sufficient to no te the titles of these 

books to unders tand this one aspect of the Spanish revolut ion which we mee t 

with in the several manifestoes of the Provincial Jun tas , all of t hem proclaim- 25 

ing the King, their holy religion, and the country , and some even telling the 

people that " their hopes of a bet ter world were at s take, and in very imminent 

danger . " 

However , if the peasantry , the inhabitants of small inland cities, and the 

numerous army of the mendicants , frocked and unfrocked, all of t hem deeply 30 
imbued with religious and political prejudices , formed the great majority of 

the national party, i t contained on the other hand an act ive and influential 

minori ty which considered the popular rising against the F rench invasion as 

the signal given for the political and social regenerat ion of Spain. This 

minori ty was composed of the inhabitants of the seapor ts , commercia l towns , 35 
and par t of the provincial capitals, where , under the reign of Charles V, the 

material condit ions of modern society had developed themselves to a certain 

degree. They were s t rengthened by the more cult ivated port ion of the upper 

and middle classes, authors , physicians, lawyers , and even priests , for whom 

the Pyrenees had formed no sufficient barr ier against the invasion of the 40 

phi losophy of the XVII I th century. As a t rue manifesto of this faction may 
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be considered the famous memorandum of Jovel lanos on the improvements 

of agriculture and the agrarian law, published in 1795, and d rawn up by order 

of the royal Council of Castile. There w a s , finally, the youth of the middle 

classes, such as the s tudents of the Universi ty , w h o had eagerly adopted the 

5 aspirations and principles of the F rench revolut ion, and who , for a moment , 

even expected to see their country regenerated by the assis tance of F rance . 

So long as the common defense of the count ry alone was concerned, the 

two great e lements composing the national par ty remained in perfect union. 

Their antagonism did not appear till they met together in the Cortes , on the 

10 batt le-ground of a new Consti tut ion there to be d rawn up . The revolut ionary 

minority, in order to foment the patriotic spirit of the people , had not hesitat

ed themselves to appeal to the national prejudices of the old popular faith. 

Favorable to the immediate objects of nat ional res is tance , as these tact ics 

might have appeared, they could not fail to prove fatal to this minority w h e n 

15 the t ime had arrived for the conservat ive interests of the old society to 

intrench themselves behind these very prejudices and popular passions , with 

a view of defending themselves against the proper and ulterior plans of the 

revolutionists . 

W h e n Ferdinand left Madrid upon the summons of Bonapar te , he had 

20 established a supreme Jun ta of government under the presidency of the 

Infante Don Antonio . But in M a y this Jun ta had already disappeared. There 

existed then no central Government , and the insurgent towns formed Juntas 

of their own, presided over by those of the provincial capitals. These provin

cial Juntas const i tuted, as i t were , so many independent Governments , each 

25 of which set on foot an army of its own. The Jun ta of Representa t ives at 

Oviedo declared that the entire sovereignty had devolved into their hands , 

proclaimed war against Bonapar te , and sent deputies to England to conclude 

an armistice. The same was done af terward by the Jun ta of Seville. I t is a 

curious fact that by the mere force of c i rcumstances these exalted Catholics 

30 were driven to an alliance with England, a power which the Spaniards were 

accus tomed to look upon as the incarnation of the mos t damnable heresy, 

and little bet ter than the Grand Turk himself. At tacked by F rench Atheism, 

they were th rown into the arms of British Protes tant ism. No wonder that 

Ferdinand VII , on his re turn to Spain, declared, in a decree reestablishing 

35 the Holy Inquisition, that one of the causes " tha t had altered the purity of 

religion in Spain was the sojourn of foreign t roops of different sects , all of 

them equally infected with hatred against the holy R o m a n Church . " 

The provincial Juntas which had so suddenly sprung into life, al together 

independent of each other, conceded a certain, bu t very slight and undefined 

40 degree of ascendancy to the supreme Junta of Seville, tha t city being r e 

garded as the capital of Spain while Madrid was in the hands of the foreigner. 

425 



Karl Marx 

Thus a very anarchica] kind of federal Government was established, which 

the shock of opposi te interests , local jealousies, and rival influences, made 

a ra ther bad instrument for bringing unity into the military command, and 

to combine the operat ions of a campaign. 

The addresses to the people issued by these several Jun tas , while display- 5 

ing all the heroic vigor of a people suddenly awakened from a long lethargy 

and roused by an electric shock into a feverish state of activity, are not free 

from that pompous exaggeration, that style of mingled buffoonery and 

bombas t , and that redundant grandiloquence which caused Sismondi to pu t 

u p o n Spanish li terature the epithet of Oriental. They exhibit no less the 10 

childish vanity of the Spanish character , the members of the Juntas for 

instance assuming the title of Highness and loading themselves with gaudy 

uniforms. 

There are two circumstances connected with these Juntas—the one show

ing the low standard of the people at the t ime of their rising, while the other 15 

was detr imental to the progress of the revolution. The Juntas were named 

by general suffrage; but " the very zeal of the lower c lasses , displayed itself 

in obed ience . " They generally elected only their natural superiors , the 

provincial nobility and gentry backed by clergymen and very few notabilities 

of the middle class. So conscious were the people of their own weakness 20 

tha t they limited their initiative to forcing the higher classes into resis tance 

against the invader, without pretending to share in the direction of that 

res is tance. At Seville, for instance, " the first thought of the people was that 

the parochial clergy and the heads of the Convents should assemble to choose 

the members of the Jun ta . " Thus the Juntas were filled with persons chosen 25 

on account of their previous station, and very far from being revolut ionary 

leaders . On the other hand, the people when appointing these authorit ies did 

not think either of limiting their power or of fixing a term to their durat ion. 

T h e Juntas , of course , thought only of extending the one and of perpetuat ing 

the other . Thus these first creat ions of the popular impulse at the com- 30 

mencement of the revolution remained during its whole course , as so many 

dykes against the revolutionary current when threatening to overflow. 

On July 20, 1808, when Joseph Bonapar te entered Madrid , 14,000 French , 

under Generals Dupont and Vedel, were forced by Cas taños to lay down their 

a rms at Baylen, and Joseph a few days afterward had to retire from Madrid 35 

to Burgos. There were two events beside which greatly encouraged the 

Spaniards ; the one being the expulsion of Lefebvre from Saragossa by 

Gen. Palafox, and the other the arrival of the army of the Marquis de la 

Romana , at Coruna , with 7,000 men, who had embarked from the island of 

Fi inen in spite of the French , in order to come to the assis tance of their 40 

country . 
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It was after the battle of Baylen tha t the revolut ion came to a head , and 

that par t of the high nobility who had accepted the Bonapar te dynasty or 

wisely kept back, came forward to join the popular cause—an advantage to 

that cause of a very doubtful character . 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4214, 20. Oktober 1854 

5 (Third Article) 

The division of power among the provincial juntas had saved Spain from the 

first shock of the French invasion under Napoleon, not only by multiplying 

the resources of the country, but also by putt ing the invader at a loss for a 

mark whereat to strike; the French being quite amazed at the discovery tha t 

10 the center of Spanish resis tance was nowhere and everywhere . Never the less , 

shortly after the capitulation of Baylen and the evacuat ion of Madrid by 

Joseph, the necessi ty of establishing some kind of central government be 

came generally felt. After the first successes , the dissensions be tween the 

provincial juntas had grown so violent that Seville, for instance, was barely 

15 prevented by Gen. Castaños from marching against Granada. The French 

army which, with the except ion of the forces under Marshal Bessières had 

wi thdrawn to the line of the Ebro in the greatest confusion, so that, if vigor

ously harrassed, i t would then have easily been dispersed, or at least com

pelled to repass the frontier, was thus allowed to recover and to take up a 

20 strong position. But it w a s , above all, the bloody suppression of the Bilbao 

insurrect ion by Gen. Merlin, which evoked a national cry against the jealous

ies of the juntas and the easy laissez-faire of the commanders . The urgency 

of combining military movements ; the certainty that Napoleon would soon 

reappear at the head of a victorious army, collected from the banks of the 

25 Niemen , the Oder, and the shores of the Balt ic; the want of a general au

thori ty for concluding treaties of alliance wi th Grea t Britain or other foreign 

powers , and for keeping up the connect ion with, and receiving tr ibute from 

Spanish America; the exis tence at Burgos of a F rench central power , and 

the necessi ty of setting up altar against altar,—all these ci rcumstances con-

30 spired to force the Seville Junta to resign, however reluctantly, its ill-defined 

and rather nominal supremacy, and to propose to the several provincial 

juntas to select each from its own body two deput ies , the assembling of 

w h o m was to consti tute a Central Junta, while the provincial juntas were to 

remain invested with the internal management of their respect ive districts, 

35 "bu t under due subordination to the General Government . " Thus the Central 

Junta, composed of 35 deputies from provincial jun tas , (34 for the Spanish 
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juntas , and one for the Canary Islands,) met a t Aranjuez on September 26, 

1808, jus t one day before the potentates of Russia and Germany prost ra ted 

themselves before Napoleon at Erfurt. 

Unde r revolut ionary, still more than under ordinary c i rcumstances , the 

destinies of armies reflect the t rue nature of the civil government . The 5 

Central Junta , charged with the expulsion of the invaders from the Spanish 

soil, was driven by the success of the hostile a rms from Madrid to Seville, 

and from Seville to Cadiz, there to expire ignominiously. Its reign was 

marked by a disgraceful succession of defeats , by the annihilation of the 

Spanish armies , and lastly by the dissolution of regular warfare into guerrilla 10 

exploits. As said Urquijo, a Spanish nobleman, to Cuesta , the Captain-

General of Casti le, on April 3, 1808: 

" O u r Spain is a Gothic edifice, composed of he terogeneous morsels , with 

as many forces , privileges, legislations, and cus toms, as there are provinces . 

There exists in her nothing of wha t they call public spirit in Eu rope . These 15 

reasons will prevent the establishment of any central power of so solid a 

s t ructure as to be able to unite our national fo rces . " 

If, then , the actual state of Spain at the epoch of the F rench invasion, threw 

the greatest possible difficulties in the way of creating a revolut ionary center , 

the very composi t ion of the Central Jun ta incapacitated it from proving a 20 

match for the terrible crisis in which the country found itself placed. Being 

too numerous and too fortuitously mixed for an execut ive government , they 

were too few to pre tend to the authori ty of Nat ional Convent ion. The mere 

fact of their power having been delegated from the provincial juntas rendered 

t h e m unfit for overcoming the ambitious propensi t ies , the ill will, and the 25 

capricious egotism of those bodies. These juntas—the members of which, as 

we have shown in a former article, were elected on the whole in considerat ion 

of the situation they occupied in the old society, ra ther than of their capacity 

to inaugurate a new one, sent in their turn to the " C e n t r a l " Spanish grandees , 

pre la tes , titularies of Casti le, ancient ministers, high civil and military offi- 30 

cials, instead of revolutionary upstar ts . At the outse t the Spanish revolut ion 

failed by its endeavor to remain legitimate and respectable . 

The two mos t marked members of the Central Junta , under whose banners 

i ts two great part ies ranged themselves , were Florida Blanca and Jovel lanos, 

bo th of them mar tyrs of Godoy ' s persecut ion, former Minis ters , valetudinar- 35 

ians , and grown old in the regular and pedant ic habits of the procrast inating 

Spanish régime, the solemn and circumstantial s lowness of which had be 

c o m e proverbial even at the t imes of Bacon, who once exclaimed, " M a y 

dea th r each me from Spain: i t will then arrive at a late hour ! " 

Flor ida Blanca and Jovellanos represented an antagonism, but an antago- 40 

nism belonging to that part of the eighteenth century which preceded the era 
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of the F rench Revolut ion; the former a plebeian bureaucra t , the latter an 

aristocratic philanthropist ; Florida Bianca a part isan and a practicer of the 

enlightened despotism represented by Pombal , Freder ic II . , and Joseph I I . 

Jovel lanos, a "friend of the people , " hoping to raise t hem to liberty by an 

5 anxiously wise succession of economical laws , and by the literary propa

ganda of generous doctr ines; bo th opposed to the tradit ions of feudalism, 

the one by trying to disentangle the monarchical power , the other by seeking 

to rid civil society of its shackles. The part ac ted by either in the history of 

their country corresponded with the diversity of their opinions. Florida 

10 Blanca ruled supreme as the Prime Minister of Charles III . , and his rule grew 

despotic according to the measure in which he me t wi th resis tance. Jovel

lanos, whose ministerial career under Charles IV. was bu t short-lived, gained 

his influence over the Spanish people , no t as a Minister , but as a scholar; 

not by decrees , but by essays . Florida Blanca, w h e n the s torm of the t imes 

15 carried him to the head of a revolut ionary Government , was an octogenarian, 

unshaken only in his belief in despotism, and his distrust of popular spontane

ity. When delegated to Madrid he left wi th the Municipali ty of Murcia a secret 

protest , declaring that he had only ceded to force and to the fear of popular 

assassinat ions, and that he signed this protocol with the express view to 

20 prevent King Joseph from ever finding fault with his acceptance of the 

people 's mandate . No t satisfied with returning to the traditions of his man

hood, he re t raced such steps of his ministerial past , as he now judged to have 

been too rash. Thus , he w h o had expelled the Jesui ts from Spain, was hardly 

installed in the Central Junta , when he caused i t to grant leave for their re turn 

25 "in a private capaci ty ." If he acknowledged any change to have occurred 

since his t ime, i t was simply this: that Godoy, who had banished him, and 

had dispossessed the great Count of Florida Blanca of his Governmenta l 

omnipotence , was now again replaced by that same Count of Florida Blanca, 

and driven out in his turn. This was the man w h o m the Central Jun ta chose 

30 as its President , and whom its majority recognized as an infallible leader. 

Jovel lanos, who commanded the influential minori ty of the Central Junta , 

had also grown old, and lost much of his energy in a long and painful im

pr isonment inflicted upon him by Godoy . Bu t even in his bes t t imes he was 

not a man of revolutionary action, bu t ra ther a well-intentioned reformer, 

35 who , from over-niceness to the means , would never have dared to ac 

complish an end. In France , he would perhaps have gone the length of 

Mounier or Lally-Tollendal, bu t not a step further. In England, he would have 

figured as a popular member of the House of Lords . In insurrectionized 

Spain, he was fit to supply the aspiring youth wi th ideas , but practically no 

40 match even for the servile tenacity of a Florida Blanca. No t altogether free 

from aristocratic prejudices, and therefore wi th a strong leaning toward the 
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Anglomania of Montesquieu, this fair character seemed to prove tha t if Spain 

had exceptionally begot a generalizing mind, she was unable to do it except 

at the cost of individual energy, which she could only possess for local 

affairs. 

It is true that the Central Junta included a few men—headed by Don 5 

Lorenzo Calvo de Rozas , the delegate of Saragossa—who, while adopting the 

reform views of Jovel lanos, spurred on at the same time to revolut ionary 

action. But their numbers were too few and their names too unknown to allow 

them to push thé slow State-coach of the Jun ta out of the bea ten t rack of 

Spanish ceremonial . 10 

This power , so clumsily composed, so nervelessly const i tuted, with such 

outlived reminiscences at its head, was called upon to accomplish a revolu

tion and to beat Napoleon. If its proclamations were as vigorous as its deeds 

were weak, i t was due to Don Manuel Quintana, a Spanish poet , whom the 

Junta had the taste to appoint as their secretary and to intrust with the writing 15 

of their manifestoes. 

Like Calderon 's pompous heroes who , confounding convent ional dis

tinction with genuine greatness , used to announce themselves by a tedious 

enumerat ion of all their titles, the Junta occupied itself in the first place with 

decreeing the honors and decorat ions due to its exalted position. Their 20 

President received the predicate of "Highness , " the other member s that of 

"Exce l l ency ," while to the Jun ta in corpore was reserved the title of Majesty. 

They adopted a species of fancy uniform resembling tha t of a General , 

adorned their breas ts with badges representing the two wor lds , and voted 

themselves a yearly salary of 120,000 reals . It was a t rue idea of the old 25 

Spanish school, that , in order to make a great and dignified ent rance upon 

the historical stage of Europe , the chiefs of insurgent Spain ought to wrap 

themselves in theatrical cos tumes. 

We should transgress the limits of these ske tches by entering into the 

internal history of the Jun ta and the details of its administrat ion. For our end 30 

i t will suffice to answer two quest ions. Wha t was its influence on the de

ve lopment of the Spanish revolutionary movement? Wha t on the defense 

of the count ry? These two questions answered, m u c h that until now has 

appeared myster ious and unaccountable in the Spanish revolut ions of the 

nineteenth century will have found its explanation. 35 

At the outse t the majority of the Central Jun ta thought i t their main duty 

to suppress the first revolutionary t ransports . Accordingly they t ightened 

anew the old t rammels of the press , and appointed a new Grand Inquisitor, 

who was happily prevented by the F rench from resuming his functions. 

Although the greater par t of the real proper ty of Spain was then locked up 40 

in mortmain—in the entailed estates of the nobility, and the unalienable 
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es ta tes of the Church—the Junta ordered the selling of the mortmains , which 

had already begun to be suspended, threatening even to amend the private 

contracts affecting the ecclesiastical es ta tes that had already been sold. They 

acknowledged the national debt, but took no financial measure to free the 

5 civil list from a world of burdens , with which a secular succession of corrupt 

governments had encumbered it, to reform their proverbially unjust, absurd 

and vexatious fiscal system, or to open to the nat ion new product ive re 

sources , by breaking through the shackles of feudalism. 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4220, 27.Oktober 1854 

(Fourth Article) 

10 Already at the times of Philip V., Francisco Benito de la Soledad had said: 

"All the evils of Spain are derived from the togados ( lawyers) ." At the head 

of the mischievous magisterial hierarchy of Spain was placed the Consejo 

Real of Castile. Sprung up in the turbulent t imes of the Don Juans and the 

Enr iques , strengthened by Philip II , who discovered in it a wor thy com-

15 plement of the Sanio Oficio, it had improved by the calamities of the t imes 

and the weakness of the later kings to usurp and accumulate in its hands the 

most heterogeneous at t r ibutes, and to add to its functions of Highest Tribunal 

those of a legislator and of an administrative superintendent of all the king

doms of Spain. Thus i t surpassed in power even the French Parl iament which 

20 it resembled in many points , except that it was never to be found on the side 

of the people. Having been the most powerful authori ty in ancient Spain, 

the Consejo Real was , of course , the mos t implacable foe to a new Spain, 

and to all the recent popular authorities threatening to cripple its supreme 

influence. Being the great dignitary of the order of the lawyers and the 

25 incarnate guaranty of all its abuses and privileges, the Consejo naturally 

disposed of all the numerous and influential interests vested in Spanish 

jur isprudence. It was therefore a power with which the revolution could enter 

into no compromise , but which had to be swept away unless i t should be 

allowed to sweep away the revolut ion in its turn. As we have seen in a former 

30 article, the Consejo had prost i tuted itself before Napoleon, and by that act 

of t reason had lost all hold upon the people. But on the day of their assump

tion of office the Central Junta were foolish enough to communicate to the 

Consejo their consti tution, and to ask for its oath of fidelity, after having 

received which they declared they would dispatch the formula of the same 

35 oath to all the other authorities of the kingdom. By this inconsiderate s tep, 

loudly disapproved by all the revolut ionary par ty , the Consejo became 
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convinced that the Central Jun ta wanted its support ; i t thus recovered from 

its despondency, and, after an affected hesitation of some days , tendered 

a malevolent submission to the Junta , backing its oath by an express ion of 

its o w n react ionary scruples exhibited in its advice to the Jun ta to dissolve, 

by reducing its number to three or five members , according to Ley 3, Par- 5 

t ida 2, Titulo 15; and to order the forcible extinction of the provincial juntas . 

After the F rench had re turned to Madrid and dispersed the Consejo Real, 

the Central Junta , not contented with their first b lunder , had the fatuity to 

resusci ta te the Consejo by creating the Consejo Reunido—a reunion of the 

Consejo Real with all the other wrecks of the ancient royal councils . Thus 10 

the Jun ta spontaneously created for the counter-revolut ion a central power , 

which, rivaling their own power , never ceased to harass and counterac t them 

with its intrigues and conspiracies, seeking to drive t hem to the most un

popular s teps, and then, with a show of vir tuous indignation to denounce 

them to the impassioned contempt of the people. It hardly need be ment ioned 15 

that , having first acknowledged and then reestablished the Consejo Real, the 

Central Jun ta was unable to reform anything, either in the organization of 

Spanish tr ibunals , or in their most vicious civil and criminal legislation. 

That , notwithstanding the predominance in the Spanish rising, of the 

national and religious e lements , there existed, in the two first years , a most 20 

decided tendency to social and political reforms, is p roved by all the manifes

tat ions of the provincial juntas of that t ime, which, though composed as they 

mostly we re , of the privileged classes, never neglected to denounce the 

ancient régime and to hold out promises of radical reform. The fact is further 

proved by the manifestos of the Central Junta . In their first address to the 25 

nation, dated Oct. 26, 1808, they say: 

"A tyranny of twenty years , exercised by the mos t incapable hands , had 

brought t hem to the very br ink of perdit ion; the nat ion was alienated from 

its Government by hatred and contest . A little t ime only has passed since, 

oppressed and degraded, ignorant of their o w n strength, and finding no 30 

protect ion against the governmental evils, nei ther in the insti tutions nor in 

the laws, they had even regarded foreign dominion less hateful than the 

wast ing tyranny which consumed them. The dominion of a will always 

capricious, and most often unjust, had lasted too long; their pat ience, their 

love of order , their generous loyalty had too long been abused; it was t ime 35 

tha t law founded on general utility should commence its reign. Reform, 

therefore , was necessary throughout all b ranches . The Junta would form 

different commit tees , each entrusted with a particular depar tment to whom 

all writings on mat ters of Government and Administrat ion might be ad

dressed . " 40 

In their address dated Seville, 28th Oct. , 1809, they say: 
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" A n imbecile and decrepi t despotism prepared the way for F rench 

tyranny. To leave the state sunk in old abuses would be a crime as enormous 

as to deliver you into the hands of Bonapa r t e . " 

There seems to have existed in the Central Jun ta a mos t original division 

5 of labor—the Jovellanos party being allowed to proclaim and to protocol the 

revolut ionary aspirations of the nat ion, and the Flor ida Blanca par ty re 

serving to themselves the pleasure of giving them the lie direct, and of 

opposing to revolutionary fiction counter-revolut ionary fact. For us , how

ever, the important point is to prove from the very confessions of the provin-

10 cial juntas deposited with the Central , the often-denied fact of the exis tence 

of revolutionary aspirations at the epoch of the first Spanish rising. 

The manner in which the Central Jun ta made use of the opportunit ies for 

reforms afforded by the good will of the nation, the pressure of events , and 

the presence of immediate danger, may be inferred from the influence 

15 exercised by their Commissioners in the several provinces they were sent 

to . One Spanish author candidly tells us that the Central Junta , not over

flowing with capacit ies, took good care to retain the eminent members at the 

center , and to dispatch those w h o were good for nothing to the circum

ference. These Commissioners were invested with the power of presiding 

20 over the provincial jun tas , and of represent ing the Central in the plenitude 

of its at tr ibutes. To quote only some ins tances of their doings; General 

Romana , whom the Spanish soldiers used to call Marquis de las Romer ías , 

f rom his perpetual marches and countermarches—fighting never taking place 

except when he happened to be out of the way—this R o m a n a when beaten 

25 by Soult out of Galicia, entered Asturias , and as a Commissioner of the 

Central . His first business was to pick a quarrel wi th the provincial junta of 

Oviedo, whose energetic and revolut ionary measures had drawn down upon 

them the hatred of the privileged classes. He went the length of dissolving 

and replacing it by persons of his own invention. General Ney , informed of 

30 these dissensions, in a province where the res is tance against the French had 

been general and unanimous , instantly marched his forces into Asturias, 

expelled the Marquis de las Romer ías , entered Oviedo and sacked i t during 

three days . The French having evacuated Galicia at the end of 1809, our 

Marquis and Commissioner of the Central Jun ta entered Corunna , united in 

35 his person all public authority, suppressed the district jun tas , which had 

multiplied with the insurrection, and in their places appointing military 

governors , threatening the members of those juntas with persecut ion, actu

ally persecut ing the patr iots , affecting a supreme benignity toward all w h o 

had embraced the cause of the invader , and proving in all other respec ts a 

40 mischievous, impotent, capricious blockhead. And wha t had been the short

comings of the district and provincial Jun tas of Galicia? They had ordered 
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a general recrui tment without exemption of classes or pe r sons ; they had 

levied taxes upon the capitalists and propr ie tors ; they had lowered the 

salaries of public functionaries; they had commanded the ecclesiastical 

corporat ions to keep at their disposition the revenues existing in their chests . 

In one word , they had taken revolutionary measures . F rom the time of the 5 
glorious Marquis de las Romerías , Asturias and Galicia, the two provinces 

mos t distinguished by their general resistance to the French , withheld from 

partaking in the war of independence, whenever re leased from immediate 

danger of invasion. 

In Valencia, where new prospects appeared to open as long as the people 10 

were left to themselves and to chiefs of their own choosing, the revolutionary 

spirit was broken down by the influence of the Central Government . No t 

contented to place tha t province under the generalship of one Don José Caro, 

the Central Jun ta dispatched as "their o w n " commissioner , the Baron Laba-

zora. This Baron found fault with the provincial junta because it had resisted 15 

certain superior orders , and canceled their decree by which the appointments 

to vacant canonship , ecclesiastical benefices, and commandr ies had been 

judiciously suspended and the revenues destined for the benefit of the 

military hospitals. Hence bitter contests be tween the Central Jun ta and that 

of Valencia; hence , at a later epoch, the sleep of Valencia under the liberal 20 

administrat ion of Marshal Suchet ; hence its eagerness to proclaim Ferdi

nand VII . on his re turn against the then revolut ionary Government . 

At Cadiz, the mos t revolutionary place in Spain at the epoch, the presence 

of a Commissioner of the Central Junta , the stupid and concei ted Marquis 

de Villel, caused an insurrection to break out on the 22d and 23d of February , 25 

1809, which, if not timely shifted to the war of independence , would have 

had the mos t disastrous consequences . 

There exists no better sample of the discretion exhibited by the Central 

Jun ta in the appointment of their own Commiss ioners , than that of the 

delegate to Wellington, Señor Lozano de Tor res , who , while humbling him- 30 

self in servile adulation before the English General , secretly informed the 

Junta that the General ' s complaints on his want of provisions were altogether 

groundless . Wellington having found out the double-tongued wretch, chased 

him ignominiously from his camp. 

The Central Jun ta were placed in the most for tunate c i rcumstances for 35 

realising what they had proclaimed in one of their addresses to the Spanish 

nation. " I t has seemed good to Providence that in this terrible crisis you 

should not be able to advance one step toward independence without advanc

ing one likewise toward l iberty." At the commencement of their reign the 

French had not ye t obtained possession of one-third of Spain. The ancient 40 

authorit ies they found either absent or pros t ra ted by their connivance with 
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the intruder, or dispersed at his bidding. There was no measure of social 

reform, transferring proper ty and influence from the church and the aristoc

racy to the middle-class and the peasants , which the cause of defending the 

common country could not have enabled them to carry. They had the same 

5 good luck as the French Comité du salut public—that the convulsion within 

was backed by the necessit ies of defense against aggressions from without ; 

moreover they had before them the example of the bold initiative which 

certain provinces had already been forced into by the pressure of circum

stances. But not satisfied with hanging as a dead-weight on the Spanish 

10 revolution they actually worked in the sense of the counter-revolution, by 

reestablishing the ancient authori t ies, by forging anew the chains which had 

been broken, by stifling the revolutionary fire wherever i t broke out, by 

themselves doing nothing and by preventing others from doing anything. 

During their stay at Seville, on July 20,1809, even the English Tory Govern-

15 ment thought necessary to address t hem a note strongly protest ing against 

their counter-revolutionary course "apprehending that they were likely to 

suffocate the public enthus iasm." I t has been remarked somewhere tha t 

Spain endured all the evils of revolution without acquiring revolutionary 

strength. If there be any t ruth in this remark, it is a sweeping condemnat ion 

20 passed upon the Central Junta . 

We have thought i t the more necessary to dwell upon this point, as its 

decisive importance has never been unders tood by any European historian. 

Exlusively under the reign of the Central Junta , i t was possible to blend wi th 

the actualities and exigencies of national defense the t ransformation of 

25 Spanish society, and the emancipat ion of the native spirit, without which any 

political constitution must dissolve like a phan tom at the slightest combat 

with real life. The Cortes were placed in quite opposi te circumstances—they 

themselves driven back to an insulated spot of the Peninsula, cut off from 

the main body of the monarchy during two years by a besieging French army, 

30 and representing ideal Spain while real Spain was conquered or fighting. At 

the time of the Cortes Spain was divided into two par ts . At the Isla de Leon, 

ideas without action—in the rest of Spain, action without ideas. At the t ime 

of the Central Junta, on the contrary, part icular weakness , incapacity and 

ill will were required on the part of the Supreme Government to d raw a line 

35 of distinction be tween the Spanish war and the Spanish revolution. The 

Cortes , therefore, failed, not, as F rench and English writers assert , because 

they were revolutionists , but because their predecessors had been reaction

ists and had missed the proper season of revolut ionary action. Modern 

Spanish wri ters , offended by the Anglo-French critics, have nevertheless 

40 proved unable to refute them, and still wince under the bon mot of the Abbé 

de Pradt : "The Spanish people resemble the wife of Sganarelle who wanted 

to be bea ten . " 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4222, 30. Oktober 1854 

(Fifth Artide) 

The Central Junta failed in the defense of their count ry , because they failed 

in their revolutionary mission. Conscious of their o w n weakness , of the 

unstable tenor of their power , and of their ex t reme unpopular i ty , how could 

they have a t tempted to answer the rivalries, jealousies , and overbearing 5 

pretensions of their generals common to all revolut ionary epochs , bu t by 

unwor thy tr icks and pet ty intrigues? Kept , as they were , in cons tant fear and 

suspicion of their own military chiefs, we may give full credit to Wellington 

when writing to his brother , the Marquis of Wellesley, on Sept. 1, 1809: 

"I am m u c h afraid, from what I have seen of the proceedings of the Central 10 

Junta , tha t in the distribution of their forces, they did not consider military 

defense and military operat ions so much as they do political intrigue and the 

at ta inment of trifling political objec ts ." 

In revolut ionary t imes, when all ties of subordination are loosened, mili

ta ry discipline can only be res tored by civil discipline sternly weighing upon 15 

the generals . As the Central Junta , from its incongruous complexion, never 

succeeded in controlling the generals, the generals a lways failed in con

trolling the soldiers, and to the end of the war the Spanish a rmy never reached 

an average degree of discipline and subordination. This insubordinat ion was 

kept up by the wan t of food, clothing, and all the o ther material requisites 20 

of an army—for the moral of an army, as Napoleon called it, depends alto

gether on its material condition. The Central Jun ta was unable regularly to 

provide for the army, because the poor poet Quintana 's manifestos would 

no t do in this instance, and to add coercion to their decrees they mus t have 

recurred to the same revolutionary measures which they had condemned in 25 

the provinces . E v e n the general enlistment wi thout respec t to privilege and 

exempt ions , and the facility granted to all Spaniards to obtain every grade 

in the army, was the work of the provincial jun tas , and no t of the Central 

Junta . I f the defeats of the Spanish armies were thus p roduced by the coun

ter-revolutionary incapacities of the Central Junta , these disasters in their 30 

tu rn still more depressed that Government , and by making i t t he object of 

popular contempt and suspicion, increased its dependence upon pre

sumptuous bu t incapable military chiefs. 

The Spanish standing army, if everywhere defeated, never theless p re 

sented itself at all points . More than twenty t imes dispersed, it was always 35 

ready again to show front to the enemy, and frequently reappeared wi th 

increased strength after a defeat. I t was of no use to bea t them, because , 
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quick to flee, their loss in men was generally small, and as to the loss of the 

field they did not care about it. Retiring disorderly to the sierras, they were 

sure to reassemble and reappear when least expected , s trengthened by new 

reinforcements , and able, i f not to resist t he F rench armies , at least to keep 

5 them in continual movement , and to oblige them to scatter their forces . More 

for tunate than the Russians, they did not even need to die in order to rise 

from the dead. 

The disastrous battle at Ocaña , N o v . 19, 1809, was the last great pi tched 

bat t le which the Spaniards fought; from tha t t ime they confined themselves 

10 to guerrilla warfare . The mere fact of the abandonment of regular warfare 

proves the disappearance of the national before the local centers of Govern

ment . W h e n the disasters of the standing army became regular, the rising 

of the guerrillas became general , and the body of the people , hardly thinking 

of the national defeats , exulted in the local successes of their heroes . In this 

15 point at least the Central Jun ta shared the popular delusion. "Ful ler accounts 

were given in the Gaceta of an affair of guerrillas than of the battle of 

Ocaña . " 

As D o n Quixote had protes ted with his lance against gunpowder , so the 

guerrillas protes ted against Napoleon, only with different success . "These 

20 guerri l las," says the Austr ian Military Journal , (Vol. I, 1821,) "carr ied their 

basis in themselves , as i t were , and every operat ion against them terminated 

in the disappearance of its objec t . " 

There are three periods to be distinguished in the history of the guerrilla 

warfare . In the first period the populat ion of whole provinces took up arms 

25 and made a part isan warfare , as in Galicia and Astur ias . In the second period, 

guerrilla bands formed of the wrecks of the Spanish armies, of Spanish 

deser ters from the French armies, of smugglers, etc. , carried on the war as 

their own cause , independently of all foreign influence and agreeably to their 

immediate interest . For tunate events and c i rcumstances frequently brought 

30 whole districts under their colors. As long as t h e guerrillas were thus con

stituted, they made no formidable appearance as a body , bu t were never the

less extremely dangerous to the French. They formed the basis of an actual 

a rmament of the people . As soon as an oppor tuni ty for a capture offered 

itself, or a combined enterprise was meditated, the mos t active and daring 

35 among the people came out and joined the guerrillas. They rushed with the 

u tmos t rapidity upon their booty , or placed themselves in order of batt le , 

according to the object of their undertaking. I t was not uncommon to see 

them standing out a whole day in sight of a vigilant enemy, in order to 

intercept a carrier or to capture supplies. It was in this way that the younger 

40 Mina captured the Viceroy of Navar ra , appointed by Joseph Bonapar te , and 

that Julian made a prisoner of the Commandan t of Ciudad Rodrigo. As soon 
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as the enterprise was completed, everybody went his own way, and armed 

m e n were seen scattering in all directions ; bu t the associated peasants quietly 

re turned to their common occupation without " a s much as their absence 

having been not iced." Thus the communicat ion on all the roads was closed. 

Thousands of enemies were on the spot, though not one could be discovered. 5 

No courier could be dispatched without being t aken ; no supplies could set 

out without being intercepted; in short, no movement could be effected 

without being observed by a hundred eyes . At the same t ime, there existed 

no means of striking at the root of a combinat ion of this kind. The French 

were obliged to be constantly armed against an enemy w h o continually flying, 10 

always reappeared , and was everywhere without being actually seen, the 

mounta ins serving as so many curtains. " I t w a s , " says the Abbé de Pradt , 

"nei ther batt les nor engagements which exhausted the French forces , but 

the incessant molestat ions of an invisible enemy, w h o , if pursued , became 

lost among the people, out of which he reappeared immediately afterward 15 

with renewed strength. The lion in the fable tormented to death by a gnat 

gives a t rue picture of the French a rmy." In their third period, the guerrillas 

aped the regularity of the standing army, swelled their corps to the number 

of from 3,000 to 6,000 men, ceased to be the concern of whole districts, and 

fell into the hands of a few leaders , who made such use of them as best suited 20 

their own purposes . This change in the system of the guerrillas gave the 

French , in their contes ts with them, considerable advantage. Rendered in

capable by their great numbers to conceal themselves , and to suddenly 

disappear without being forced into batt le, as they had formerly done , the 

guerrilleros were now frequently over taken, defeated, dispersed, and dis- 25 

abled for a length of time from offering any further molestat ion. 

By comparing the three periods of guerrilla warfare with the political 

history of Spain, i t is found that they represent the respect ive degrees into 

which the counter-revolut ionary spirit of the Government had succeeded in 

cooling the spirit of the people. Beginning with the rise of whole populat ions, 30 

the part izan war was next carried on by guerrilla bands , of which whole 

districts formed the reserve, and terminated in corps francs continually on 

the point of dwindling into banditti , or sinking down to the level of standing 

regiments . 

Es t rangement from the Supreme Government , re laxed discipline, con- 35 

tinual disasters, constant formation, decomposi t ion, and recomposi t ion 

during six years of the cadrez must have necessari ly s tamped upon the body 

of the Spanish army the character of praetorianism, making them equally 

ready to become the tools or the scourges of their chiefs. The generals 

themselves had necessarily participated in, quarrelled with, or conspired 40 

against the Central Government , and always th rown the weight of their sword 
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into the political balance. Thus Cuesta , who af terwards seemed to win the 

confidence of the Central Jun ta at the same ra te that he lost the batt les of 

the country , had begun by conspiring with the Consejo Real and by arresting 

the Leonese deputies to the Central Junta . Gen. Mor ia himself, a member 

5 of the Central Junta , went over into the Bonapar t is t camp, after he had 

surrendered Madrid to the French. The coxcombical Marquis de las Rome

rías, also a member of the Junta , conspired wi th the vainglorious Francisco 

Palafox, the wretched Monti jo, and the turbulent Jun ta of Seville against it. 

The Generals Cas taños , Blake, La Bisbal (an O'Donnell) figured and 

10 intrigued successively at the t imes of the Cortes as regents , and the Captain-

General of Valencia, Don Xavier Elio surrendered Spain finally to the 

mercies of Ferdinand VII . The praetor ian element was certainly more 

developed wi th the generals than wi th their t roops . 

On the other hand, the army and guerrilleros—which received during the 

15 war part of their chiefs, like Porlier, Lacy , Eró les and Villacampa, from the 

ranks of distinguished officers of the line, while the line in its turn afterward 

received guerrilla chiefs, like Mina, Empec inado , etc.—were the most revolu

tionized port ion of Spanish society, recrui ted as they were from all ranks , 

including the whole of the fiery, aspiring and patriotic youth, inaccessible 

20 to the soporific influence of the Central Government ; emancipated from the 

shackles of the ancient régime; part of them, like Riego, returning after some 

years ' captivity in F rance . We are, then, not to be surprised at the influence 

exercised by the Spanish army in subsequent commot ions ; neither when 

taking the revolut ionary initiative, nor w h e n spoiling the revolution by prae-

25 torianism. 

As to the guerrillas, i t is evident that , having for some years figured upon 

the theater of sanguinary contes ts , t aken to roving habits , freely indulged 

all their passions of hatred, revenge, and love of plunder , they must , in t imes 

of peace , form a most dangerous mob, always ready at a nod in the name 

30 of any par ty or principle, to step forward for him w h o is able to give them 

good pay or to afford them a pretext for plundering excursions. 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4244, 24. November 1854 

(Sixth Article) 

On September 24, 1810, the Extraordinary Cortes assembled on the Island 

of Leon ; on February 20, 1811, they removed their sittings thence to Cadiz; 

35 on March 19,1812, they promulgated the N e w Consti tut ion; and on Septem

ber 20, 1813, they closed their sittings, three years from the period of their 

opening. 
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The c i rcumstances under which this Congress me t are wi thout parallel in 

history. While no legislative body had ever before gathered its members from 

such var ious par t s of the globe, or pretended to control such immense terri to

r ies in Europe , America and Asia, such a diversity of races and such a 

complexi ty of interests—nearly the whole of Spain was occupied by the 5 

F rench , and the Congress itself, actually cu t off f rom Spain by hostile 

armies , and relegated to a small neck of land, had to legislate in the sight of 

a surrounding and besieging army. F r o m the remote angle of the Isla 

Gaditana they under took to lay the foundation of a new Spain, as their fore

fathers had done from the mountains of Covadonga and Sobrarbe . H o w are 10 

we to account for the curious phenomenon of the Const i tut ion of 1812, after

ward b randed by the c rowned heads of Europe , assembled a t Verona , as the 

mos t incendiary invention of Jacobinism, having sprung up from the head of 

old monast ic and absolutionist Spain a t the ve ry epoch w h e n she seemed 

totally absorbed in waging a holy war against the Revolut ion? H o w , on the 15 

other hand , are we to account for the sudden disappearance of this same 

const i tut ion, vanishing like a shadow—like the "sueño de sombra, " say the 

Spanish historians—when brought into contact with a living Bourbon? If the 

bi r th of that Consti tut ion is a riddle, its death is no less so. To solve the 

enigma, we propose to commence with a short review of this same Consti- 20 

tut ion of 1812, which the Spaniards tried again to realize at two subsequent 

epochs , first during the period from 1820-'23, and then in 1836. 

The Consti tut ion of 1812 consists of 384 articles and comprehends the 

following 10 divisions: 1. On the Spanish nat ion and the Spaniards . 2. On 

the terr i tory of Spain; its religion, government , and on Spanish cit izens. 3. 25 

On the Cor tes . 4. On the King. 5. On the tr ibunals and administrat ion of 

just ice in civil and criminal mat ters . 6. On the interior government of the 

provinces and communes . 7. On the taxes . 8. On the national military forces. 

9. On public educat ion. 10. On the observance of the Consti tut ion, and m o d e 

of proceeding to make alternations therein. 30 

Proceeding from the principle that " the sovereignty resides essentially in 

the nat ion, to which, therefore, alone belongs exclusively the right of es tab

lishing fundamental l aws , " the Consti tution, never theless , proclaims a divi

sion of powers , according to which, " T h e legislative power is placed in the 

Cortes jointly with the King ; " " the execut ion of the laws is confided to the 35 

King ," " t h e application of the laws in civil and criminal affairs belongs 

exclusively to the tr ibunals, neither the Cortes nor the King being in any case 

empowered to exercise judicial authority, advocate pending cases , or com

mand the révisai of concluded judgement . " 

The basis of the national representat ion is mere populat ion, one deputy 40 

for every 70,000 souls. The Cortes consists of one house , viz: The commons , 
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the election of the deputies being by universal suffrage. The elective fran

chise is enjoyed by all Spaniards, with the except ion of menial servants , 

bankrupts and criminals. After the year 1830, no cit izen can enjoy this right, 

who cannot read and write. The election is , however , indirect, having to pass 

5 through the three degrees of parochial , district and provincial elect ions. 

There is no defined proper ty qualification for a deputy. It is t rue that ac

cording to art. 92, "it is necessary , in order to be eligible as a deputy to the 

Cortes , to possess a proport ionate annual income, proceeding from real 

personal p roper ty , " bu t art. 93 suspends the preceding article, until the 

10 Cor tes in their future meetings declare the period to have arrived in which 

i t shall take effect. The King has neither the right to dissolve nor prorogue 

the Cortes , who annually meet at the Capital on the first of March, without 

being convoked, and sit at least three months consecut ively. 

A new Cortes is elected every second year , and no Deputy can sit in two 

15 Cortes consecut ively; i.e., one can only be reelected after an intervening 

Cor tes of two years . No Deputy can ask or accept r ewards , pensions , or 

honors from the King. The Secretar ies of Sta te , t he Councelors of State , and 

those fulfilling offices of the royal household, are ineligible as Deput ies to 

the Cor tes . No public officer employed by Government shall be elected 

20 Deputy to the Cortes from the province in which he discharges his trust . To 

indemnify the Deput ies for their expenses , t he respect ive provinces shall 

contr ibute such daily al lowances as the Cor tes , in the second year of every 

General Deputat ion, shall point out for the Deputa t ion that is to succeed it. 

The Cortes cannot deliberate in the presence of the King. In those cases 

25 where the Ministers have any communicat ion to make to the Cortes in the 

name of the King, they may at tend the debates when , and in such manner , 

as the Cortes may think fit, and may speak therein, bu t they cannot be present 

at a vote . The King, the Prince of Astur ias , and the Regents have to swear 

to the Consti tut ion before the Cor tes , who determine any quest ion of fact 

30 or right that may occur in the order of thé succession to the Crown, and elect 

a Regency if necessary. The Cortes are to approve , previous to ratification, 

all t reat ies of offensive alliances, or of subsidies and commerce , to permit 

or refuse the admission of foreign t roops into t h e Kingdom, to decree the 

creat ion and suppression of offices in the tribunals established by the 

35 Consti tut ion, and also the creat ion or abolition of public offices ; to determine 

every year, at the recommendat ion of the King, the land and sea forces in 

peace and in war, to issue ordinances to the army, the fleet, and the national 

militia, in all their b ranches ; to fix the expenses of the public administrat ion; 

to establish annually the taxes , to take proper ty on loan, in cases of necessi ty, 

40 upon the credit of the public funds, to decide on all mat ters respect ing money , 

weights and measures ; to establish a general plan of public education, to 
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protect the political liberty of the press , to render real and effective the 

responsibility of the Ministers, etc. The King enjoys only a suspensive veto, 

which he may exercise during two consecut ive sessions, bu t if the same 

project of new law should be proposed a third t ime, and approved by the 

Cortes of the following year, the King is unders tood to have given his assent , 5 

and has actually to give it. Before the Cortes terminate a session, they appoint 

a pe rmanen t commit tee , consisting of seven of their members , sitting in the 

capital until the meeting of the next Cortes , endowed with powers to watch 

over the strict observance of the Constitution and administrat ion of the laws ; 

report ing to the next Cortes any infraction it may have observed, and 10 

empowered to convoke an extraordinary Cortes in critical t imes. The King 

cannot quit the Kingdom without the consent of the Cortes . He requires the 

consent of the Cortes for contracting a marriage. The Cortes fix the annual 

revenue of the King 's household. 

The only Privy Council of the King is the Council of Sta te , in which the 15 

ministers have no seat, and which consists of forty persons , four ec

clesiastics, four grandees of Spain, and the rest formed by distinguished 

administrators , all of them chosen by the King from a list of one hundred 

and twenty persons nominated by the Cor tes ; bu t no actual deputy can be 

a councilor, and no councilor can accept offices, honors , or employment 20 

from the King. The Councilors of State cannot be removed without sufficient 

reasons , proved before the Supreme Court of Just ice. The Cortes fix the 

salary of these councilors whose opinion the King will hear upon all im

por tant mat ters , and who nominate the candidates for ecclesiastical and 

judicial places . In the sections respecting the judicature, all the old consejos 25 

are abolished, a new organization of tr ibunals is in t roduced, a Supreme Court 

of Just ice is established to try the Ministers when impeached, to take cogni

zance of all cases of dismissal and suspension from office of Councilors of 

Sta te , and the officers of Courts of Just ice, e tc . Without proof that recon

ciliation has been at tempted, no law-suit can be commenced . Tor ture , com- 30 

pulsion, confiscation of proper ty are suppressed. All exceptional tribunals 

are abolished but the military and ecclesiastic, against the decisions of which 

appeals to the Supreme Court are however permit ted. 

Fo r the interior government of towns and communes , (communes , where 

they do not exist, to be formed from districts with a populat ion of 1,000 35 

souls,) Ayuntamientos shall be formed of one or more magistrates , aldermen 

and public councilors, to be presided over by the chief of police (corregidor) 

and to be chosen by general election. No public officer actually employed 

and appointed by the King, can be eligible as a magistrate, a lderman or public 

councilor. The municipal employments shall be public duty, from which no 40 

person can be exempt without lawful reason. The municipal corporat ions 
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shall discharge all their duties under the inspect ion of the provincial deputa

tion. 

The political government of the Provinces shall be placed in the Governor 

(gefe politico) appointed by the King. This Governor is connected with a 

5 deputat ion, over which he pres ides , and which is elected by the districts w h e n 

assembled for the general election of the members for a new Cortes . These 

provincial deputat ions consist of seven members , assisted by a Secretary 

paid by the Cortes . These deputat ions shall hold sessions for ninety days at 

mos t in every year . F rom the powers and duties assigned to them, they may 

10 be considered as permanent Commit tees of the Cortes . All members of the 

Ayuntamientos and provincial deputat ions , in entering office, swear fidelity 

to the Consti tution. With regard to the taxes , all Spaniards are bound, without 

any distinction whatever , to contr ibute , in propor t ion to their means , to the 

expenses of the State. All cus tom-houses shall be suppressed, except in the 

15 seaports and on the frontier. All Spaniards are likewise bound to military 

service, and, beside the standing army, there shall be formed corps of na

tional militia in each province, consisting of the inhabitants of the same, 

in proport ion to its populat ion and c i rcumstances . Last ly, the Consti tu

t ion of 1812 cannot be altered, augmented, or corrected in any of its de-

20 tails, until eight years have elapsed after its having been carried into prac

tice. 

When the Cortes drew up this new plan of the Spanish State , they were 

of course aware that such a modern political const i tut ion would be altogether 

incompatible with the old social system, and consequent ly , they promulgated 

25 a series of decrees , with a view to organic changes in civil society. Thus they 

abolished the Inquisition. They suppressed the seignorial jurisdict ions; with 

their exclusive, prohibitive, and privative feudal privileges, i.e., those of the 

chase , fishery, forests , mills, e tc , excepting such as had been acquired on 

an onerous title, and which were to be re imbursed. They abolished the t i thes 

30 throughout the monarchy, suspended the nominations to all ecclesiastic 

prebends not necessary for the performance of divine service, and took steps 

for the suppression of the monaster ies and the sequestrat ion of their 

proper ty . 

They intended to transform the immense was te lands , royal domains and 

35 commons of Spain into private proper ty , by selling one half of them for the 

extinction of the public debt , distributing another part by lot as a patriotic 

remunerat ion for the disbanded soldiers of the war of independence and 

granting a third part , gratuitously, and also by lot, to the poor peasantry who 

should desire to possess but not be able to buy them. They allowed the 

40 inclosure of pastures and other real proper ty , formerly forbidden. They 

repealed the absurd laws which prevented pas tures from being conver ted 
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into arable land or arable land converted into pas ture , and generally freed 
agriculture from the old arbitrary and ridiculous rules. They revoked all 
feudal laws with respect to farming contracts , and the law, according to 
which the successor of an entailed estate was not obliged to confirm the 
leases granted by his predecessor , the leases expiring with him who had 5 
granted them. They abolished the voto de Santiago, under which name was 
unders tood an ancient tr ibute of a certain measure of the bes t b read and the 
bes t wine to be paid by the laborers of certain provinces principally for the 
maintenance of the Archbishop and Chapter of Santiago. They decreed the 
introduct ion of a large progressive tax, etc . 10 

It being one of their principal aims to hold possess ion of the American 
colonies, which had already begun to revolt, they acknowledged the full 
political equality of the American and European Spaniards , proclaimed a 
general amnes ty without any exception, issued decrees against the op
press ion weighing upon the original natives of Amer ica and Asia, canceled 15 
the mitas, the repartimientos, etc. , abolished the monopoly of quicksilver, 
and took the lead of Eu rope in suppressing the slave-trade. 

The Const i tut ion of 1812 has been accused on the one hand—for instance, 
by Ferdinand VII himself (see his decree of May 4, 1814)—of being a mere 
imitation of the F rench Consti tut ion of 1791, t ransplanted on the Spanish 20 
soil by visionaries, regardless of the historical t radit ions of Spain. On the 
other hand, i t has been contended—for instance, by the Abbé de Prad t (De 

la Révolution actuelle de l'Espagne)-that the Cortes unreasonably clung to 
antiquated formulas , borrowed from the ancient Fueros, and belonging to 
feudal t imes , when the royal authority was checked by the exorbi tant privi- 25 
leges of the grandees . 

The t ruth is that the Consti tution of 1812 is a reproduct ion of the ancient 
Fue ros , bu t read in the light of the French Revolut ion, and adapted to the 
wan t s of modern society. The right of insurrection, for ins tance, is generally 
regarded as one of the boldest innovations of the Jacobin Consti tut ion of 30 
1793, bu t you mee t this same right in the ancient Fue ros of Sobrarbe , where 
it is called the "Privilegio de la Union. " Y o u find it also in the ancient 
Const i tut ion of Castile. According to the Fue ros of Sobrarbe , the King 
cannot make peace nor declare war, nor conclude t reat ies , wi thout the 
previous consent of the Cor tes . The Permanent Commit tee , consisting of 35 
seven members of the Cortes , who are to wa tch over the strict observance 
of the Const i tut ion during the prorogation of the Legislative body , was of 
old established in Aragon, and was introduced into Castile at the t ime when 
the principal Cor tes of the Monarchy were united in one single body. To the 
per iod of the F rench invasion a similar institution still exis ted in the kingdom 40 
of Navar re . Touching the formation of a Sta te Counci l f rom a list of 
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120 persons presented to the King by the Cortes and paid by them—this 

singular creat ion of the Consti tut ion of 1812 was suggested by the re 

membrance of the fatal influence exercised by the Camarillas at all epochs 

of the Spanish Monarchy . The State Council was intended to supersede the 

5 Camarilla. Besides, there existed analogous insti tutions in the past . At the 

t ime of Ferdinand IV, for ins tance, the King was always surrounded by 

twelve commoners , designated by the cities of Castille, to serve as his privy 

counci lors ; and, in 1419, the Delegates of the cities complained that their 

commissioners were no longer admit ted into the King's council. The ex-

10 elusion of the highest functionaries and the members of the King's household 

from the Cortes , as well as the prohibit ion to the Deput ies to accept honors 

or offices on the par t of the King, seems, at first view, to be bor rowed from 

the Consti tut ion of 1791, and naturally to flow from the modern division of 

powers , sanctioned by the Consti tut ion of 1812. But, in fact, we mee t no t 

15 only in the ancient Consti tut ion of Castille with precedents , but we know 

that the people, a t different t imes, rose and assassinated the Deput ies w h o 

had accepted honors or offices from the Crown. As to the right of the Cortes 

to appoint regencies in case of minority, i t had continually been exercised 

by the ancient Cortes of Castille during the long minorities of the four teenth 

20 century. 

I t is t rue that the Cadiz Cortes deprived the king of the power he had always 

exercised of convoking, dissolving, or proroguing the Cor tes ; bu t as the 

Cortes had fallen into disuse by the very manner in which the kings improved 

their privileges, there was nothing more evident than the necessi ty of cancel-

25 ing it. The alleged facts may suffice to show that the anxious limitation of 

the royal power—the most striking feature of the const i tut ion of 1812—other

wise fully explained by the recen t and revolting souvenirs of Godoy ' s con

temptible despotism, derived its origin from the ancient Fueros of Spain. The 

Cadiz Cortes bu t t ransferred the control from the privileged estates to the 

30 national representat ion. H o w much the Spanish kings stood in awe of the 

ancient Fueros may be seen from the fact that w h e n a new collection of the 

Spanish laws had become necessary , in 1805, a royal ordinance ordered the 

removal from it of all the remains of feudalism contained in the last collection 

of laws, and belonging to a t ime when the weakness of the monarchy forced 

35 the kings to enter with their vassals into compromises derogatory to the 

sovereign power . 

If the election of the Deput ies by general suffrage was an innovation, it 

must not be forgotten that the Cortes of 1812 were themselves elected by 

general suffrage, that all the juntas had been elected by it; that a limitation 

40 of it would, therefore, have been an infraction of a right already conquered 

by the people ; and, lastly, that a proper ty qualification, at a t ime when almost 
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all the real proper ty of Spain was locked up in mortmain, would have ex

cluded the greater par t of the population. 

The meet ing of the Representat ives in one single house was by no means 

copied from the French Consti tution of 1791, as the morose English Tories 

will have it. Our readers know already that since Charles I (the Emperor 5 

Charles V) the aristocracy and the clergy had lost their seats in the Cortes 

of Castille. But even at the t imes when the Cortes were divided into brazos, 

(arms, branches,) representing the different es ta tes , they assembled in one 

single hall, separated only by their seats , and voting in common. F rom the 

Provinces , in which alone the Cortes still possessed real power at the epoch 10 

of the F rench invasion, Navar re continued the old custom of convoking the 

Cortes by estates ; bu t in the Vascongadas the altogether democrat ic assem

blies admitted not even the clergy. Besides, if the clergy and aris tocracy had 

saved their obnoxious privileges, they had long since ceased to form inde

penden t political bodies , the existence of which const i tuted the basis of the 15 

composi t ion of the ancient Cortes . 

The separation of the judiciary from the execut ive power , decreed by the 

Cadiz Cor tes , was demanded as early as the eighteenth century , by the most 

enlightened s ta tesmen of Spain; and the general odium which the Consejo 

Real , from the beginning of the revolution, had concent ra ted upon itself, 20 

made the necessi ty of reducing the tribunals to their p roper sphere of action 

universally felt. 

The section of the Consti tution which refers to the Municipal Government 

of the communes , is a genuine Spanish offspring, as we have shown in a 

former article. The Cortes only reestablished the old municipal sys tem,whi le 25 

they stripped off its mediaeval character. As to the provincial deputat ions , 

invested with the same powers for the internal government of the provinces 

as the ayuntamientos for the administration of the communes , the Cortes 

modelled them in imitation of similar institutions still existing at the t ime of 

the invasion in Navar re , Biscaya and Asturias. In abolishing the exempt ions 30 

from the military service, the Cortes sanctioned only w h a t had become the 

general pract ice during the war of independence. The abolition of the in

quisition was also but the sanction of a fact, as the holy office, although 

reestabl ished by the Central Junta , had not dared to resume its functions, 

its holy members being content with pocket ing their salaries, and prudent ly 35 

waiting for bet ter t imes. As to the suppression of feudal abuses , the Cortes 

w e n t not even the length of the reforms insisted upon in the famous memorial 

of Jovel lanos, presented in 1795 to the Consejo Real in the name of the 

economical society of Madrid. 

The ministers of the enlightened despotism of the lat ter par t of the eight- 40 

een th century , Florida Blanca and Campomanes , had already begun to take 
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steps in this direction. Besides , i t mus t not be forgotten that simultaneously 

with the Cortes , there sat a F rench Government at Madrid, which, in all the 

provinces overrun by the armies of Napoleon, had swept away from the soil 

all monast ic and feudal institutions, and in t roduced the modern system of 

5 administration. The Bonapart is t papers denounced the insurrection as en

tirely produced by the artifices and bribes of England, assisted by the monks 

and the Inquisition. H o w far the rivalry with the intruding Government mus t 

have exercised a salutary influence upon the decisions of the Cortes , may 

be inferred from the fact that the Central Jun ta itself, in its decree dated 

10 September , 1809, wherein the convocat ion of the Cortes is announced, 

addressed the Spaniards in the following t e rms : " O u r detractors say that we 

are fighting to defend old abuses and the inveterate vices of our corrupted 

Government . Le t them know that your struggle is for the happiness as well 

as the independence of your country; that you will not depend henceforward 

15 on the uncertain will or the various temper of a single m a n , " etc. 

On the other hand, we may t race in the Consti tut ion of 1812 symptoms 

not to be mis taken of a compromise entered into be tween the liberal ideas of 

the eighteenth century and the dark tradit ions of priestcraft . I t suffices to 

quote Art. 12, according to which " the religion of the Spanish nat ion is and 

20 shall be perpetually Catholic, Apostol ic , and Roman , the only true religion. 

The nation protects i t by wise and jus t laws, and prohibits the exercise of 

any other wha teve r ; " or Art . 173, ordering the King to take , on his accession 

to the throne , the following oath before the Cor tes : " N . , by the grace of God, 

and the Consti tut ion of the Spanish Monarchy , King of Spain, I swear by 

25 the Almighty and the Holy Evangelis ts , tha t I will defend and preserve the 

Catholic, Roman , and Apostolic religion, wi thout tolerating any other in the 

k ingdom." 

On a closer analysis, then, of the Consti tut ion of 1812, we arrive at the 

conclusion that , so far from being a servile copy of the F rench Consti tution 

30 of 1791, it was a genuine and original offspring of Spanish intellectual life, 

regenerating the ancient and national insti tutions, introducing the measures 

of reform loudly demanded by the most celebrated authors and s ta tesmen 

of the eighteenth century, making inevitable concessions to popular preju

dice. 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4245, 25. November 1854 

(Seventh Artide) 

There were some circumstances favorable to the assembling at Cadiz of the 

most progressive men of Spain. When the elections took place, the movement 

had not ye t subsided, and the very disfavor which the Central Jun ta had 

incurred recommended its antagonists, who , to a great extent , belonged to 5 

the revolut ionary minori ty of the nation. At the first meet ing of the Cortes , 

t he most democrat ic provinces, Catalonia and Galicia, were almost ex

clusively represen ted ; the deputies from Leon , Valencia , Murc ia and the 

Islas Baleares , not arriving till three months later. The most react ionary 

provinces , those of the interior, were not allowed, except in some few lo- 10 

calities, to proceed with the elections for the Cortes . Fo r the different king

doms , cities and towns of old Spain, which the F rench armies prevented from 

choosing deputies , as well as for the ul t ramarine provinces of N e w Spain, 

w h o s e deputies could not arrive in due t ime, supplementary representat ives 

were elected from the many individuals whom the t roubles of the war had 15 
driven from the provinces to Cadiz, and the numerous South Amer icans , 

merchants , nat ives and others , whose curiosity or the state of affairs had 

likewise assembled at that place. Thus i t happened that those provinces were 

represented by men more fond of innovation, and more impregnated with 

the ideas of the eigtheenth century, than would have been the case if they 20 
had been enabled to choose for themselves . Last ly , t he c i rcumstance of the 

Cor tes meeting at Cadiz was of decisive influence, that city being then known 

as the most radical of the kingdom, more resembling an American than a 

Spanish town. Its populat ion filled the galleries in the Hall of the Cortes and 

domineered the react ionists , when their opposit ion grew too obnoxious , by 25 
a system of intimidation and pressure from without . 

I t would , however , be a great mistake to suppose tha t the majority of the 

Cor tes consis ted of reformers. The Cortes were divided into three parties— 

the Serviles, the Liberales, ( these party denominat ions spread from Spain 

through the whole of Europe, ) and the Americans, the latter voting alter- 30 

nately with the one or the other party, according to their part icular interests . 

The Serviles, far superior in numbers , were carried away by the activity, zeal 

and enthusiasm of the Liberal minority. The ecclesiast ic deput ies , w h o 

formed the majority of the Servile party, were always ready to sacrifice the 

royal prerogat ive, partly from the remembrance of the antagonism of the 35 
Church to the State , partly with a view to courting populari ty, in order thus 

to save the privileges and abuses of their cas te . Dur ing the debates on the 
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general suffrage, the one-chamber system, the no-proper ty qualification and 

the suspensive veto the ecclesiastic par ty always combined with the more 

democrat ic part of the Liberals against the par t isans of the English Con

stitution. One of them, the Canon Cañedo , af terward Archbishop of Burgos , 

5 and an implacable persecutor of the Liberals , addressed Señor Muñoz 

Tor re ro , also a Canon, but belonging to the Liberal par ty , in these t e rms : 

" Y o u suffer the King to remain excessively powerful , bu t as a priest you 

ought to plead the cause of the Church , ra ther than that of the King ." Into 

these compromises with the Church par ty the Liberals were forced to enter , 

10 as we have already shown from some articles of the Const i tut ion of 1812. 

When the liberty of the press was discussed, the parsons denounced i t as 

"cont rary to religion." After the mos t s tormy deba tes , and after having 

declared that all persons were at l iberty to publish their sentiments without 

special l icense, the Cortes unanimously admit ted an amendment , which, by 

15 inserting the word political, curtailed this l iberty of half its extent , and left 

all writings upon religious mat ters subject to the censure of the ecclesiastic 

authori t ies, according to the decrees of the Council of Trent . On August 18, 

1813, after a decree passed against all w h o should conspire against the 

Consti tution, another decree was passed, declaring tha t whoever should 

20 conspire to make the Spanish nat ion cease to profess the Catholic Roman 

religion should be prosecuted as a traitor, and suffer death. When the Voto 

de Santiago was abolished, a compensa tory resolution was carried, declaring 

Saint Theresa de Jesus the pat roness of Spain. The Liberals also took care 

not to propose and carry the decrees about the abolition of the Inquisition, 

25 the t i thes, the monaster ies , etc. , till after the Const i tut ion had been pro

claimed. But from that very moment the opposi t ion of the Serviles within 

the Cor tes , and the clergy without, became inexorable. 

Having now explained the c i rcumstances which account for the origin and 

the character is t ic features of the Consti tut ion of 1812, there still remains the 

30 problem to be solved of its sudden and resist less d isappearance at t he re tu rn 

of Ferdinand VII . A more humiliating spectacle has seldom been witnessed 

by the world. W h e n Ferdinand entered Valencia, on April 16, 1814, " the 

joyous people yoked themselves to his carriage, and testified by every 

possible expression of word and deed, their desire of taking the old yoke upon 

35 themselves , shouting, 'Long Uve the absolute King! ' ' D o w n with the Con

stitution!' " In all the large towns , the Plaza Mayor , or Grea t Square , had been 

named Plaza de la Consti tución, and a s tone with these words engraved on 

it, erected there . In Valencia this s tone w a s removed , and a "provis ional" 

s tone of wood set up in its place with the inscription: "Real Plaza de Fer-

40 nando V I I . " The populace of Seville deposed all the existing authori t ies, 

elected others in their s tead to all the offices which had existed under the 
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old régime, and then required those authorities to reestabl ish the Inquisition. 

F r o m Aranjuez to Madrid Ferdinand 's carriage was drawn by the people. 

W h e n the King alighted, the m o b took him up in their a rms , t r iumphantly 

showed him to the immense concourse, assembled in front of the palace, and 

in their arms conveyed him to his apar tments . The word Liber ty appeared 5 
in large b ronze let ters over the entrance of the Hall of the Cortes in Madrid; 

the rabble hurried thither to remove it; they s e t u p ladders , forced ou t letter 

by letter f rom the s tone, and as each was th rown into the street, t he spectators 

renewed their shouts of exultation. They collected as m a n y of the journals 

of the Cortes and of the papers and pamphlets of the Liberals as could be 10 
got together , formed a procession in which the religious fraternities and the 

clergy, regular and secular, took the lead, piled up these papers in one of the 

public squares , and sacrificed them there as a political auto-da-fé, after which 

high mass was performed and the Te Deum sung as a thanksgiving for their 

t r iumph. M o r e important perhaps—since these shameless demonstra t ions of 15 

the t own mob, partly paid for their performances , and like the Lazzaroni of 

Nap les , preferring the wanton rule of kings and monks to the sober régime 

of the middle classes—is the fact that the second general elections resul ted 

in a decisive victory of the Serviles; the const i tuent Cor tes being replaced 

by the ordinary Cortes on Sept. 20 ,1813, who t ransferred their sittings from 20 
Cadiz to Madrid on Jan. 15, 1814. 

We have shown in former articles how the revolut ionary par ty itself had 

part icipated in rousing and strengthening the old popular prejudices, with 

a view to turn them into so many weapons against Napoleon . We have then 

seen how the Central Junta , at the only period when social changes were to 25 
be blended wi th measures of national defense, did all in their power to 

prevent them, and to suppress the revolutionary aspirat ions of the provinces. 

The Cadiz Cor tes , on the contrary, cut off, during the greater par t of their 

exis tence, f rom all connect ion with Spain, were no t even enabled to make 

their const i tut ion and their organic decrees known, excep t as the French 30 

armies retired. The Cortes arrived, as it were , post factum. They found 

society fatigued, exhausted, suffering; the necessary p roduc t of so protract

ed a war , entirely carried on upon the Spanish soil; a war in which the armies , 

being always on the move , the Government of to-day was seldom that of 

to -morrow, while b loodshed did not cease one single day during a lmost six 35 

years throughout the whole surface of Spain, from Cadiz to Pampeluna , and 

from Granada to Salamanca. I t was not to be expec ted tha t such a society 

should be very sensible of the abstract beaut ies of any political consti tution 

whatever . Never theless , when the consti tut ion was first proclaimed at 

Madr id , and the other provinces evacuated by the French , i t was received 40 

with "exul tan t delight," the masses being generally expect ing a sudden 
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d isappearance of their social sufferings from mere change of Government . 

When they discovered that the const i tut ion was not possessed of such 

miraculous powers , the very overstrained expecta t ions which had welcomed 

it, turned into disappointment , and with these passionate Southern peoples 

5 there is bu t one step from disappointment to hatred. 

There were some particular c i rcumstances which principally contr ibuted 

to es t range the popular sympathies from the Consti tutional régime. The 

Cortes had published the severest decrees against the Afrancesados or the 

Josephites. The Cortes were partly driven to these decrees by the vindictive 

10 c lamor of the populace and the react ionists , who at once turned against the 

Cortes as soon as the decrees they had wrung from them were put to execu

tion. U p w a r d s of 10,000 families became thus exiled. A lot of pet ty tyrants 

let loose on the provinces , evacuated by the French , established their procon

sular authori ty, and began by inquiries, prosecut ion, prison, inquisitorial 

15 proceedings against those compromised through adherence to the French , 

by having accepted offices from them, bought national proper ty from them, 

e tc . The Regency, instead of trying to effect the transit ion from the French 

to the national régime in a conciliatory and discreet way , did all in their power 

to aggravate the evils and exaspera te the pass ions , inseparable from such 

20 changes of dominion. But why did they do so ? In order to be able to ask from 

the Cortes a suspension of the Consti tut ion of 1812, which, they told them, 

worked so very offensively. Be it remarked, en passant, that all the Re

gencies, these supreme executive authorit ies appointed by the Cortes , were 

regularly composed of the mos t decided enemies of the Cortes and their 

25 Consti tution. This curious fact is simply explained by the Americans always 

combining with the Serviles in the appointment of the execut ive power , the 

weakening of which they considered necessary for the at tainment of 

American independence from the mother country , since they were sure that 

an execut ive simply at variance with the sovereign Cor tes would prove 

30 insufficient. The introduction by the Cortes of a single direct tax upon the 

rental of land, as well as upon industrial and commercia l p roduce , excited 

also great discontent among the people , and still more so the absurd decrees 

forbidding the circulation of all Spanish specie coined by Joseph Bonapar te , 

and ordering its possessors to exchange i t for national coin, simultaneously 

35 interdicting the circulation of F rench money, and proclaiming a tariff at 

which i t was to be exchanged at the national mint. As this tariff greatly 

differed from that proclaimed by the French in 1808, for the relative value 

of F rench and Spanish coins, many private individuals were involved in great 

losses. This absurd measure also contr ibuted to raise the price of the first 

40 necessar ies , already highly above the average ra tes . 

The classes most interested in the over throw of the Consti tut ion of 1812, 
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and the res torat ion of the old régime—the Grandees , the Clergy, the Friars 

and the Lawyers—did not fail to excite to the highest pi tch the popular 

discontent crea ted by the unfortunate c i rcumstances which had marked the 

introduct ion on the Spanish soil of the Consti tut ional régime. H e n c e the 

victory of the Serviles in the general elections of 1813. 5 

Only from the par t of the army could the King apprehend any serious 

res is tance, bu t General Elio and his officers, breaking the oa th they had 

sworn to the Consti tut ion, proclaimed Ferdinand VI I a t Valencia, without 

mentioning the Consti tution. Elio was soon followed by the o ther military 

chiefs. 10 
In his decree , da ted May 4, 1814, in which Ferd inand VI I dissolved the 

Madrid Cortes and cancelled the Consti tut ion of 1812, he simultaneously 

proclaimed his hat red of despotism, promised to convene the Cortes under 

the old legal forms, to establish a rational liberty of the press , e tc . He re

deemed his pledge in the only manner which the recept ion he had met on 15 
t he par t of the Spanish people deserved—by rescinding all the acts emanat ing 

from the Cor tes , by restoring everything to its ancient footing, by rees tab

lishing the Holy Inquisit ion, by recalling the Jesui ts banished by his grand-

sire, by consigning the mos t prominent members of the Jun tas , the Cortes 

and their adherents to the galleys, African pr isons, or to exile; and, finally, 20 
by ordering the mos t illustrious guerrilla chiefs, Porlier and De Lacy , to 

be shot. 

New-Yörk Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4251, 2. Dezember 1854 

(Eighth Article) 

During the year 1819 an expedit ionary army was assembled in the environs 

of Cadiz for the purpose of reconquering the revol ted American colonies. 25 

Enr ique O'Donnell , Count La Bisbal, the uncle of Leopold O'Donnell , the 

present Spanish Minister, was intrusted with the command . The former 

expedit ions against Spanish America having swallowed up 14,000 men since 

1814, and being carried out in the most disgusting and reckless manner , had 

grown mos t odious to the army, and were generally considered a malicious 30 

means of getting rid of the dissatisfied regiments . Several officers, among 

them Quiroga, L o p e z Baños , San Miguel, (the p resen t Spanish Lafayet te , ) 

O'Daly, and Arco Agüero, determined to improve the discontent of the 

soldiers, to shake off the yoke , and to proclaim the Const i tut ion of 1812. La 

Bisbal, when initiated into the plot, promised to put himself at the head of 35 

the movement . The chiefs of the conspiracy, in conjunct ion wi th him, fixed 
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on July 9, 1819, as the day on which a general review of the expedit ionary 

t roops was to take place, in the midst of which act the grand blow was to 

be struck. At the hour of the review La Bisbal appeared , indeed, bu t instead 

of keeping his word , ordered the conspiring regiments to be disarmed, sent 

5 Quiroga and the other chiefs to prison, and dispatched a courier to Madrid, 

boast ing that he had prevented the most alarming of ca tas t rophes . He was 

rewarded with promot ion and decorat ions , bu t the Cour t having obtained 

more accurate information, afterward deprived him of his command, and 

ordered him to wi thdraw to the capital. This is the same La Bisbal who, in 

10 1814, at the time of the King's re turn to Spain, sent an officer of his staff 

with two letters to Ferdinand. Too great a dis tance from the spot rendering 

i t impossible for him to observe the King 's movemen t s , and to regulate his 

conduct according to that of the Monarch—in one letter La Bisbal made a 

pompous eulogy of the Const i tut ion of 1812, on the supposit ion that the King 

15 would take the oath to support it. In the other , on the contrary , he represented 

the consti tutional system as a scheme of anarchy and confusion, con

gratulated Ferdinand on his exterminating it, and offered himself and his 

a rmy to oppose the rebels , demagogues , and enemies of the throne and altar. 

The officer delivered this second dispatch, which was cordially received by 

20 the Bourbon. 

Notwithstanding the symptoms of rebellion which had shown themselves 

among the expedit ionary army, the Madrid Government , at the head of which 

was placed the Duke of San Fe rnando , then Foreign Minister and President 

of the Cabinet , persis ted in a state of inexplicable apathy and inactivity, and 

25 did nothing to accelerate the expedit ion, or to scatter the army in different 

seaport towns . Meanwhile a s imultaneous movement was agreed upon 

be tween Don Raphael del Riego, commanding the second battalion of Astu

rias, t hen stationed at L a s Cabezas de San Juan , and Quiroga, San Miguel, 

and other military chiefs of the Isla de L e o n , w h o had contr ived to get out 

30 of prison. Riego's posit ion was far the mos t difficult. The commune of L a s 

Cabezas was in the center of three of the headquar te rs of the expedit ionary 

army—that of the cavalry at Ut rera , the second division of infantry at Lebrija, 

and a battalion of guides at Arcos , where the commander-in-chief and the 

staff were established. He nevertheless succeeded, on January 1, 1820, in 

35 surprising and capturing the commander and the staff, al though the battal ion 

can toned at Arcos was double the strength of that of Astur ias . On the same 

d a y he proclaimed in that very commune the Consti tut ion of 1812, elected 

a provisional alcalde, and, not content with having executed the t a sk de

volved upon him, seduced the guides to his cause , surprised the battal ion 

40 of Aragon lying at B o m o s , marched from Bornos on Xeres , and from Xeres 

on Por t St. Marie , everywhere proclaiming the Consti tut ion, till he reached 
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the Isla de Leon , on the 7th January, where he deposi ted the military prison

ers he had made in the fort of St. Petri. Contrary to their previous agreement , 

Quiroga and his followers had not possessed themselves by a coup de main 

of the bridge of Suazo , and then of the Isla de Leon , bu t remained tranquil 

to the 2d of January , after Oltra, Riego's messenger , had conveyed to t hem 5 

official intelligence of the surprise of Arcos and the capture of the staff. 

The whole forces of the Revolutionary Army, the supreme command of 

which was given to Quiroga, did not exceed 5,000 men , and their a t tacks upon 

the gates of Cadiz having been repulsed, they were themselves shut up in 

the Isla de Leon . "Our si tuation," says San Miguel, " w a s extraordinary; the 10 

revolution, stat ionary for 25 days without losing or gaining one inch of 

ground, presented one of the mos t singular phenomena in poli t ics ." The 

Provinces seemed rocked into lethargic slumber. During the whole month 

of January , at the end of which Riego, apprehending the flame of revolut ion 

might be extinguished in the Isla de Leon, formed, against the counsels of 15 

Quiroga and the o ther Chiefs, a movable column of 1,500 men , and marched 

over a par t of Andalusia, in presence of and pursued by a t en t imes stronger 

force than his own, proclaiming the Consti tut ion at Algeciras, Ronda , 

Malaga, Cordova, etc. , everywhere received by the inhabitants in a friendly 

way , bu t nowhere provoking a serious pronunciamento . Meanwhile his 20 

pursuers , consuming a whole month in fruitless marches and counter

marches , seemed to desire nothing bu t to avoid, as m u c h as possible, coming 

to close quar ters with his little army. The conduct of the Government t roops 

was altogether inexplicable. Riego's expedition, which began on Jan. 27, 

1820, te rminated on March 11, he being then forced to disband the few men 25 

that still followed him. His small corps was not dispersed through a decisive 

bat t le , bu t disappeared from fatigue, from continual pet ty encounters with 

the enemy, from sickness and desertion. Meanwhile the situation of the 

insurrectionists in the Isla was by no means promising. They cont inued to 

be blocked up by sea and land, and within the town of Cadiz eve ry declarat ion 30 

for their cause was suppressed by the garrison. H o w , then, did i t happen that , 

Riego having disbanded in the Sierra Morena the Consti tut ional t roops on 

the 11th of March , Ferdinand VII was forced to swear to the Consti tut ion, 

at Madrid , on the 9th of March , so that Riego really gained his end just two 

days before he finally despaired of his cause? 35 

The march of Riego 's column had r iveted anew the general a t tent ion; the 

provinces were all expectat ion, and eagerly watched every movement . Men ' s 

minds , s t ruck by the boldness of Riego's sally, the rapidity of his march , his 

vigorous repulses of the enemy, imagined t r iumphs never gained, and ag

gregations and reënforcements never obtained. W h e n the tidings of Riego 's 40 

enterprise reached the more distant provinces, they were magnified in no 
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small degree , and those most r emote from the spot were the first to declare 

themselves for the Consti tut ion of 1812. So far was Spain matured for a 

revolution, that even false news sufficed to produce it. So, too , i t was false 

news tha t produced the hurr icane of 1848. 

5 In Galicia, Valencia, Saragossa, Barce lona and Pampeluna , successive 

insurrect ions broke out. Enr ique O'Donnell , alias the Count of La Bisbal, 

being summoned by the king to oppose the expedit ion of Riego, not only 

offered to take a rms against him, bu t to annihilate his little army and seize 

on his person . He only demanded the command of the t roops cantoned in 

10 the Province of La Mancha , and money for his personal necessi t ies . The king 

himself gave him a purse of gold and the requisi te orders for the t roops of 

La Mancha . But on his arrival a t Ocaña, La Bisbal pu t himself a t the head 

of the t roops and proclaimed the Const i tut ion of 1812. The news of this 

defection roused the public spirit of Madrid where the revolut ion burs t forth 

15 immediately on the intelligence of this event . The Government began then 

to negotiate with the Revolution. In a decree , da ted March 6, the King offered 

to convoke the ancient Cor tes , assembled in Estamentos (Estates) , a decree 

suiting no par ty , neither that of the old monarchy nor that of the revolution. 

On his re turn from France , he had held out the same promise and failed to 

20 r edeem his pledge. During the night of the 7th revolut ionary demonstra t ions 

having taken place in Madrid , the Gaceta of the 8th published a decree by 

which Ferdinand VII promised to swear to the Consti tut ion of 1812. " L e t 

all of u s , " he said, in tha t decree , " and myself the first, fairly enter upon the 

pa th of the Const i tut ion." T h e people having got possess ion of t h e palace 

25 on the 9th, he saved himself only by reestablishing the Madrid Ayuntamiento 

of 1814, before which he swore to the Consti tution. H e , for his par t , did not 

care for false oa ths , having always at hand a confessor ready to grant him 

full remission of all possible sins. Simultaneously a Consultat ive Jun ta was 

established, the first decree of which set free the political pr isoners and 

30 recalled the political refugees. The pr isons , n o w opened, sent the first 

Consti tutional Ministry to the royal pa lace . Cas t ro , Her re ros , and A. Ar

guelles—who formed the first Ministry—were mar tyrs of 1814, and Deput ies 

of 1812. The true source of the enthusiasm which had appeared on the 

accession of Ferdinand to the th rone , was joy at the removal of Charles IV. , 

35 his father . And thus the source of the general exultat ion at the proclamation 

of the Consti tut ion of 1812, was joy at the removal of Ferdinand VII . As to 

the Consti tut ion itself, we know that , w h e n finished, there were no terri tories 

in which to proclaim it. For the majority of the Spanish people, i t was like 

the unknown god worshiped by the ancient Athenians . 

40 In our days i t has been affirmed by English wri ters with an express allusion 

to the present Spanish Revolution, on the one hand that the movement of 
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1820 was bu t a military conspiracy, and on the o ther that i t was bu t a Russian 

intrigue. Both assert ions are equally ridiculous. As to the military in

surrect ion, we have seen that , notwithstanding its failure, the revolut ion 

p roved victor ious; and, bes ides , the riddle to be solved would not be the 

conspi racy of 5,000 soldiers, but the sanction of that conspiracy by an a rmy 5 

of 35,000 men, and by a most loyal nat ion of twelve millions. Tha t the revolu

t ion first acted through the ranks of the army is easily explained by the fact 

that , of all t he bodies of the Spanish monarchy, the a rmy was the only one 

thoroughly t ransformed and revolutionized during the war of independence . 

As to Russ ian intrigue, i t is not to be denied that Russ ia had her hands in 10 

the business of the Spanish Revolut ion; that , of all the European powers , 

Russ ia first acknowledged the Constitution of 1812, by the t reaty concluded 

in Weliki Luki , on July 20,1812; that she first kindled the Revolut ion of 1820, 

first denounced it to Ferdinand VII. , first lighted the to rch of counter-revolu

t ion on several points of the Peninsula, first solemnly pro tes ted against it 15 

before Eu rope , and finally forced France into an a rmed intervent ion against 

it. Monsieur de Tatischeft , the Russian Embassador , was certainly the mos t 

prominent character at the Court of Madrid—the invisible head of the Cama

rilla. He had succeeded in introducing Antonio Ugar te , a wre tch of low 

station, at Court , and making him the head of the friars and footmen who , 20 

in their backsta i rcase council , swayed the scepter in the name of Ferdi

nand VII . By Tatischeff, Ugar te was made Director-General of the ex

pedit ions against South America , and by Ugar te the D u k e of San Fe rnando 

was appointed Foreign Minister and President of the Cabinet . Ugar te effect

ed from Russia the purchase of rot ten ships dest ined for the South American 25 

Expedi t ion, for which the order of St. Ann was bes towed u p o n him. Ugar te 

p revented Ferdinand and his brother D o n Carlos from present ing themselves 

to the army at the first moment of the crisis. He was the myster ious author 

of the D u k e of San Fe rnando ' s unaccountable apathy, and of the measures 

which led a Spanish Liberal to say at Paris in 1836: " O n e can hardly resist 30 

the convict ion tha t the Government was rendering itself the means for the 

over th row of the existing order of th ings ." If we add the cur ious fact tha t 

the President of the United States praised Russia in his message for her 

having promised him not to suffer Spain to meddle with the South American 

Colonies, there can remain bu t little doubt as to the par t acted by Russia in 35 

the Spanish Revolution. But wha t does all this p rove? Tha t Russia produced 

the Revolut ion of 1820? By no means , but only that she prevented the Spanish 

Government from resisting it. That the Revolution would have earlier or later 

over turned the absolute and monast ic monarchy of Ferdinand VII is p roved 

1. By the series of conspiracies which since 1814 had followed each other 40 

2 . By the tes t imony of M. de Mart ignac, the F rench Commissary w h o ac-
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companied the Duke of Angoulème at the t ime of the Legitimist invasion 

of Spain; 3. By test imony not to be rejected—that of Ferdinand himself. 

In 1814 Mina intended a rising in Navarra , gave the first signal for re

sistance by an appeal to a rms , entered the fortress of Pampeluna, bu t dis-

5 trusting his own followers, fled to France . In 1815 General Porlier, one of 

the most r enowned Guerril leros of the W a r of Independence , proclaimed the 

Const i tut ion a t Coruna . He was beheaded . In 1816, Richard intended captur

ing the King at Madrid. He was hanged. In 1817, Nava r ro , a lawyer , wi thfour 

of his accomplices, expired on the scaffold at Valencia for having proclaimed 

10 the Consti tut ion of 1812. In the same year the intrepid Gen. Lacy was shot 

at Majorca for having commit ted the same cr ime. In 1818, Col. Vidal, 

Capt . Sola, and others , who had proclaimed the Consti tut ion at Valencia, 

were defeated and put to the sword. The Isla de L e o n conspiracy then was 

but the last link in a chain formed by the b loody heads of so many valiant 

15 men from 1808 to 1814. 

M. de Mart ignac who , in 1832, shortly before his death, published his work : 

L'Espagne et ses Révolutions, makes the following s ta tement : 

" T w o years had passed away since Ferd inand VII had resumed his ab

solute power , and there cont inued still the proscript ions, proceeding from 

20 a Camaril la recruited from the dregs of mankind. The whole State machinery 

was tu rned upside down; there reigned nothing but disorder, languor and 

confusion—taxes mos t unequally distributed—the state of the finances w a s 

abominable—there were loans without credit , impossibility of meeting the 

mos t urgent wan t s of the State , an army no t paid, magistrates indemnifying 

25 themselves by bribery, a corrupt and do-nothing Administration unable to 

ameliorate anything, or even to preserve anything. Hence the general discon

tent of the people. The new consti tutional sys tem was received with en

thusiasm by the great towns , the commercial and industrial c lasses, liberal 

professions, army and proletariat. I t was res is ted by the monks , and i t s tupe-

30 fied the count ry peop le . " 

Such are the confessions of a dying m a n who w a s mainly instrumental in 

subverting that new system. Ferdinand VII . , in his decrees of June 1,1817, 

March 1,1817, April 11,1817, November 24,1819, e tc . , literally confirms the 

assert ions of M. de Martignac, and resumes his lamentat ions in these words : 

35 "The miseries that resound in the ears of our Majesty, on the par t of the 

complaining people, overset one another . " This shows that no Tatischeff was 

needed to bring about a Spanish Revolut ion. 

457 



Karl Marx 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4345, 23. März 1855 

(Ninth Artide) 

M. de Chateaubr iand, in his Congrès de Verone, accuses the Spanish Revolu

t ion of 1820-23 of having been nothing but a servile pa rody of the first F r ench 

Revolut ion, performed on the Madrid stage, and in Castilian cos tumes . He 

forgets tha t the struggles of different peoples emerging from the feudal state 5 

of society, and moving toward middle class civilization, canno t be supposed 

to differ in anything but the peculiar coloring derived f rom race , nationality, 

language, stage cus toms and cos tumes . His censure reminds us of the foolish 

old w o m a n who strongly suspected all enamored girls of mimicking her own 

bet ter days . 10 

A whole l ibrary has been wri t ten pro and con upon the Const i tut ion of 

1812, the proclamat ion of which, in 1820, gave rise to a th ree yea r s ' struggle 

be tween the prejudices and interests of the old society and the wants and 

aspirations of the n e w one. The Consti tut ion of 1812 had strongly impressed 

u p o n it tha t same s tamp of impracticability which character izes all char ters 15 

originally d rawn up by modern nations at t he epoch of their regenerat ion. 

At the revolut ionary epoch, to which they o w e their origin, they are im

pract icable , not in consequence of this or tha t paragraph, bu t simply because 

of their consti tutional nature . At the Consti tutional epoch they are out of 

p lace , because of their being impregnated with the generous delusions. 20 

inseparable from the dawn of social regenerat ion. T h e F rench Const i tut ion 

of 1791, for ins tance, at its own time justly considered to be react ionary, 

would have been found guilty of Jacobinism in 1830. W h y so? In 1791 the 

royal power and the ruling forces of the ancient society i t represented , had 

no t ye t undergone those transformations which w e r e to enable them to enter 25 

into combinat ion with, and to take place within the e lements of the new 

society. Wha t was then wanted was revolut ionary act ion to b reak d o w n the 

res is tance of the old society, and not a Consti tut ion sanctioning an impossible 

compromise wi th it. In 1830, on the contrary, w h e n limited monarchy had 

become possible, i t was generally unders tood that it meant the rule of the 30 

bourgeoisie instead of the emancipat ion of the people . T h e Const i tut ion of 

1791 mus t then have appeared an incendiary anachronism. The same argu

men t holds good for the Spanish Consti tut ion of 1812, bu t there is still tha t 

distinction to be d rawn be tween France in 1791, and Spain in 1820; that the 

Const i tut ion of 1791 only pre tended to make a halt, in a two yea r s ' revolution- 35 

ary march, while the Consti tut ion of 1812 was to supersede revolut ion alto

gether. Spain, the day before an Oriental despot ism, was to be a day later—a 
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democracy with a monarch at its head. Such sudden changes belong ex

clusively to Spanish history. Ferd inand VI I , w h e n res tored to absolute 

power , in 1823, as well as in 1814, expunged, by one s t roke of the pen, all 

tha t had been done in the revolut ionary interregnum. T h e Revolutionists , on 

5 their part , acted in the same manner . In 1854, the Spanish people began with 

Espar te ro , wi th whom they ended in 1843. In 1814 the revolut ion was termi

na ted by Ferd inand ' s refusing to swear to the Cadiz Consti tut ion. In 1820, 

i t began wi th forcing upon him the oa th to tha t same Consti tut ion. He re 

assembled the same Cortes he had dissolved two years before , and made the 

10 very m e n Ministers he had banished or imprisoned in 1814. All part ies in 

Spain, with equal obst inacy, tear out all those leaves from the b o o k of their 

nat ional his tory which they have not wr i t ten themselves . H e n c e these sudden 

changes , these mons t rous exact ions, this endless , uninterrupted series of 

contes ts . H e n c e , also, tha t indelible pe rseverance which m a y be defeated, 

15 bu t can never be dishear tened or discouraged. 

The first Consti tutional Ministry, as the chief of which D o n August in 

Arguelles may be considered, was , as we have seen, formed of the mar tyrs 

of 1814. Mar tyrs are , on the whole , very dangerous political charac ters , 

deflowered, as i t were , by the consciousness of their pas t failures; inflated 

20 by exaggerated notions of their pas t mer i t s ; inclined to at tr ibute to them

selves the greater capacit ies because of their damped courage; prone to 

declare the era of revolut ion closed wi th their arrival in the government ; from 

the ve ry fact of their res torat ion likely to a s sume the character of revolution

ary legitimists or of legitimate revolut ionists ; over-jealous of the new m e n 

25 w h o m they are astonished to find their rivals ; constant ly vacillating be tween 

the fear of counter revolut ion and the apprehens ion of anarchy; by the very 

force of c i rcumstances induced to compromise wi th the former, in order not 

to be swept away by the lat ter , o r to see ove r th rown wha t they used to call 

the t rue boundar ies of progress . Such was t h e Ministry of Arguelles. During 

30 the four months which elapsed from its formation till the meet ing of the 

Cor tes , all public authori ty w a s , in fact, suspended. Juntas in the provinces 

and in the capital, public clubs backed by secret societies, for the first t ime 

a popular and unbridled press , s tormy peti t ions, patr iot ic songs, the erect ion 

of consti tutional monumen t s , demonstra t ions of effervescence natural with 

35 a nat ion on the recovery of i ts l iberty, bu t ye t no acts of vengeance , no cr imes 

commit ted, and a magnanimity displayed which w a s not to be expected from 

southern na tures wont to abandon themselves to the impetuosi ty of their 

pass ions . 

The Cor tes at last opened their first session on July 9, 1820. They made 

40 D o n José Espiga, Archbishop of Seville, their president . Ferdinand VI I 

swore before them, as he had done before the Ayuntamientos , on the Gospel , 
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to observe the Cadiz Consti tution. " S o soon ," he said, " a s the excess of 

undeserved suffering brought the long-suppressed wishes of the people to 

a distinct expression, I has tened to pursue the course they indicated, and 

professed the oa th of fidelity to the Consti tut ion of the Cor tes of 1812. F r o m 

this moment the king and the people entered on their legitimate rights. My 5 

resolution was free and voluntary." Ferdinand VI I , a despot ic coward , a tiger 

wi th the hear t of a hare , a man as greedy of authori ty as unfit to exercise it, 

a pr ince pretending to absolute power in order to be enabled to renounce 

i t into the hands of his footmen, proud, however , of one thing, namely, his 

perfect mas te ry in hypocr isy . He enjoyed a sort of satisfaction in exaggerat- 10 
ing his own self-humilation before a victorious enemy, resolved, as he w a s , 

to avenge, a t the oppor tune moment , his abject ion by still m o r e astounding 

perfidy. W h e n a pr isoner of Napoleon, he humbly thanked h im for the refuge 

he had afforded him, and begged for the hand of a pr incess of the Bonapar te 

family. W h e n Bonapar te negotiated with him for his res tora t ion to the 15 

Spanish th rone , he protes ted , in an adulatory let ter , tha t he should be the 

meanes t of mortals , and become a byword in Eu rope , if he ever p roved 

ungrateful to his imperial benefactor , simultaneously writ ing a secret let ter 

to the Regency at Madrid, informing them that , once set at liberty, his first 

act would be to be t ray the F rench Emperor . When , on July 9,1820, he swore 20 
anew to the Consti tut ion, declaring that his " resolut ion was free and volun

t a ry , " the Count of Espagne and M. Pons were already negotiating in his 

n a m e , at Par is , with the Pavillon Marsan—viz., the Count of Artois (afterward 

Charles X) and his coterie—on the means of subvert ing that same Con

stitution. 25 

There were some moments in his political life, as for ins tance the decree 

of September 30, 1823, when he made false promises in the mos t solemn 

manner , for no other possible purpose than the mere p leasure of breaking 

them. The serious work of counter revolution, he commit ted entirely to the 

par t isans of the ancient régime, reserving to himself to encourage their 30 

efforts in every possible way, bu t with the mental reserva t ion of disowning 

them if unfor tunate , and quietly delivering them to the resen tment of their 

enemies i f bea ten . No mortal ever bore o thers ' sufferings wi th more stoical 

apathy. Fo r his o w n official par t he limited himself to showing his disgust 

at the Const i tut ion by playing the fool with it. One night, for ins tance, he 35 

wri tes to the head of the Cabinet , a letter to the effect that he had appointed 

Gen. Contador as War Minister. The Ministers , at a loss to find a Contador 

in the a rmy list, are astonished at discovering at length that Contador was 

the ex-chief of a squadron, 84 years old, long since disabled for any kind of 

service. The Ministers so insolently mocked , t endered their resignation. 40 

Ferdinand, having succeeded in composing the difference, p roposes to 
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replace Contador by Gen. Mart inez Rodriguez, as unknown as his prede

cessor . N e w t roublesome researches having t aken place, i t appears that 

Mart inez had been dangerously hur t in the head a t Badajoz, by the explosion 

of a powder barrel , and had never recovered his senses since that accident. 

5 A sort of vir tuoso in the art of pass ive audaci ty and active cowardice , 

Ferd inand VII never shrunk from provoking a ca tas t rophe , resolved, as he 

was , to be beforehand with the danger. 

The majority of the Cortes was composed of deputies to the Cadiz Cor tes , 

the authors of the Consti tut ion and their adheren ts , while the minority 

10 consisted of men who had conspired to reestabl ish the Consti tution. The 

majority considering the proclamation of the Consti tut ion as the final te rm 

of the revolution, while the minori ty considered it as its beginning; the former 

having laid hold of the Government , while the lat ter were still striving to seize 

it; a schism be tween the Liberals of 1812 and the Liberals of 1820, be tween 

15 the Moderados and the Exal tados , b e c a m e inevitable. If the influence of the 

Liberals of 1812 was preponderan t in the Cor tes , the Liberals of 1820 were 

the stronger in the clubs, the press , and t h e s treets . I f the former disposed 

of the Administrat ion, the latter relied upon the a rmy of the Isla, which, 

s t rengthened by some regiments that had not part icipated in the military 

20 revolt , was still concentra ted in Andalusia , and placed under the supreme 

command of Riego, Quiroga having been sent as a deputy to the Cor tes . In 

order to break the stronghold of the Exal tados , the Marquis de las Amaril las, 

Minister-of-War, disbanded the army of the Isla, Riego having before been 

removed from his t roops on the pre tex t of being installed as Captain-General 

25 of Galicia. Hardly was the army of the Isla disbanded—the only military corps 

in Spain that deserved the name of an army—when the first Bands of the Fai th 

were seen to appear in Castile and in the N o r t h of Spain. 

Riego, secretly summoned by his par t isans , on the 31st August suddenly 

appeared at Madrid, where he became the idol of the people , who received 

30 him with turbulent ovat ions and wi th an overflow of enthusiasm, which the 

Ministry v iewed as a general calamity. They resolved u p o n exiling him to 

Oviedo—several other Isla officers being also banished to different places . 

Although Riego did not resist this arbitrary act of proscript ion, the Ministers , 

apprehending an insurrect ion as likely to b reak out upon his nocturnal 

35 depar ture from Madrid, called the garrison to a rms , occupied the principal 

p laces , filled the streets of Madrid wi th artillery, while on the following day, 

Arguelles proposed in the Cortes tha t measures should be t aken against 

popular assemblies, which was warmly supported by Toreno and Mart inez 

de la Rosa. F r o m this day, (Sept. 7, 1820,) is to be dated the open rupture 

40 be tween the two Liberal fractions and the retrogression of the revolut ionary 

movement . The same fanaticism of order, t he same complaints of incessant 
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agitation, and the same angry impatience at every symptom of popular 

effervescence, which Europe witnessed during t h e first w e e k s after the 

Revolut ion of 1848, now possessed at once the Liberal Ar is tocracy and the 

higher ranks of the middle classes in the Peninsula. 

T h e first session of the Cortes being closed on N o v e m b e r 9 ,1820, Ferdi - 5 

nand VI I , who had ret ired to the Escurial , wi th Victor Saez , his confessor , 

thought the momen t oppor tune for putting out his feelers. In spite of the 

Const i tut ion, he nominated, by a royal decree , without the counter-s ignature 

of a responsible minister, Gen. Carvajal as Captain-General of New-Cast i le 

and Commandan t of Madrid, in the place of Gen. Vigodet , who , however , 10 

refused to resign his place into the hands of Carvajal . T h e Ministry, believing 

themselves lost, now appealed to the very par ty they had commenced by 

persecut ing. They applied to the directors of the Clubs , and received, in the 

mos t gracious manner , the violent address of the Madr id Ayuntamiento , 

which insisted upon the King 's re turn to Madrid. A similar address was d rawn 15 

up by the permanent Commission, who represented the Cor tes during their 

absence . The garrison and the militia were pu t under a r m s ; the sittings of 

the Clubs became permanent ; the populace burs t for th into insulting menaces 

against the King; insurrect ion was openly p reached by the daily pape r s , and 

a mass expedit ion to the Escurial , to fetch the King, seemed imminent . 20 

Bending before the storm, Ferdinand revoked his offensive decree , dis

missed his anti-liberal confessor , and re turned, wi th his whole family, to 

Madrid , where he arrived on N o v . 2 1 , 1820. His ent ry resembled that of 

Louis XVI , and his family, on their forced re tu rn from Versailles to Paris 

on October 6, 1789. 25 

The Ministry had not obtained the support of the Liberals of 1820 without 

giving t h e m due reparat ion, by removing the Marquis de las Amaril las, who 

afterward openly professed himself a zealous part isan of absolute monarchy , 

f rom the War Ministry, and by raising the Isla officers to separate commands . 

Riego w a s appointed Captain-General of Aragon, Mina , Captain-General of 30 

Galicia, and Velasco, Captain-General of Es t remadura . The Ministry of the 

Mar ty r s , irresolutely floating be tween fear of react ion and alarm at anarchy, 

contr ived to become equally discredited with all par t ies . As to the royal 

family, its position—to quote the words of a thorough Legitimist—"continued 

precar ious , owing to the indiscreet zeal of the Royal is ts , which it became 35 

impossible to cont ro l . " 

At the opening of the second session, (March 1,1821,) the King ac ted his 

par t quite in the tone and with the gestures of a s tump orator . N o t content 

wi th simply reciting the speech d rawn up by bis Cabinet , he puzzled the 

ministers, by altering their text in a revolut ionary sense , and laying higher 40 

colors upon the mos t decisive passages , such as that relating to the invasion 
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of Naples by Austria. Fo r a moment they fancied they had made a conver t 

of him, bu t were soon disabused. Ferd inand terminated his speech with a 

fulminant accusat ion of his own ministers, w h o had suffered him to be 

exposed to menace and insults , which would no t have taken p lace , i f the 

5 Government had displayed that energy and vigor required by the Con

stitution and desired by the Cor tes . 

The King 's constitutional speech was only the forerunner of the dismissal 

of the Ministry, and the nomination of a Cabinet which, to the great astonish

ment of the nation, contained not a single individual a t tached to the new 

10 insti tutions, or who had not figured as an agent of despot ism in the former 

Government . 

The cief of the new Cabinet , M.Fe l iu , formerly a sub-lieutenant in a 

militia regiment of Lima, and Deputy to the Cor tes of 1812 for Peru , was , 

even at the epoch of the Cadiz Cor tes , known as a venal and subtle intriguer. 

15 Bardaji , t he Minister of Foreign Affairs, was a former diplomatist connected 

with the heads of the absolutist Cabinets , and Pelegrin, formerly a member 

of the Council of Castile, boas ted that he was entirely devoted to the Holy 

Alliance. T h e avowed aim of this Ministry, wh ich could no t even pre tend 

to any influence in the Cor tes , was " t o res tore order and suppress anarchy ." 

20 Accordingly, the Exal tados were again removed from their commands , and 

full sway was given to the servile par ty ; the mos t important places were 

intrusted to m e n known for their hat red of the prevailing system, a vail being 

cas t u p o n all the royalist conspiracies that had burs t for th in the Peninsula, 

and their authors , nearly all imprisoned by the people , being set at l iberty 

25 by the Government . Gen . Morillo, Coun t of Car tagena, had jus t arrived 

from Ter ra Fi rma, where he had rendered himself notor ious for his ferocity, 

dictatorial manners , want of probi ty, and a six years fratricidal war , which 

he carried on with fanatical enthusiasm. On his re turn , he staid a few days 

at Paris , where he connected himself with the intrigues of the Pavilion 

30 Marsan , the ultra journals at Paris signalizing him as the m a n w h o was to 

res tore the King to his ancient r ights , and des t roy the influence of the Cortes . 

W h e n he arrived a t Madr id , the Ministry lavished on him the strongest 

express ions of deference and respect , and appointed h im Commander of the 

City and Province of Madrid. I t was apparent ly this nominat ion which the 

35 servile par ty waited for to execute a coup d état . T h e Brigadier Don José 

Mar t inez San Mart in , a m a n of inflexible energy and strong Legitimist 

opinions, w a s joined to Morülo in the quality of Gere Politico of the capital. 

While Madrid seemed overawed by the terror of Moril lo 's name , Catalonia 

and Galicia became the scenes of pass ionate contes t s . Cadiz, Seville and 

40 Badajoz broke out in open revolt , refused to admit the Government officers, 

and disclaimed acknowledging any royal orders unless the Ministry were 
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dismissed. In a message dated Nov . 25 ,1821, the King summoned the Cortes 

to check these disorders . The Cortes , in their answer , d rawn up by D o n José 

Maria Calatrava, b lamed the conduct of Cadiz and Seville, bu t insisted upon 

the dismissal of the Ministry, who had lost the confidence of the country , 

and " the moral force to carry on Government . " Notwi ths tanding this vote 5 

of distrust , Ferd inand did not think fit to appoint another Ministry till forty-

eight hours before the opening of the new Cor tes on M a r c h 1, 1822. 

The elections to the new Cortes having taken place a t the momen t w h e n 

the popular passions were exaggerated by the counter revolut ionary course 

of the Government , by the news of Austr ia 's a rmed interference to suppress 10 

the Spanish Const i tut ion proclaimed at Naples , and by the plundering ex

pedit ions of the Bands of the Fai th at different points of the Peninsula, the 

Liberals of 1820, then called Exal tados , had, of c o u r s e , a l a r g e majority. " T h e 

large majority of the new Legis la ture ," says a Mode rado , "being possessed 

of nothing, had nothing to lose . " They belonged almost exclusively to the 15 

plebeian ranks of the middle-class and the army. T h e difference be tween 

them and their predecessors may be unders tood from the single fact that , 

while the latter had appointed the Archbishop of Seville as their President , 

they, on their par t , called to the presidential chair the hero of L a s Cabezas— 

Don Rafael del Riego. 20 

The new Ministry, consisting of Ex-Deput ies to the Cortes of 1820, was 

formed by Mart inez de la Rosa, who accepted the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. Mar t inez de la Rosa—who has since acted an important par t under 

the reign of the innocent Isabella; formerly a Deputy to the short-lived 

Madrid Cortes of 1814; persecuted during the period of react ion; a Moderado 25 

p a r excellence ; one of the most elegant Spanish poe ts and prose-wri ter s—has 

p roved at all epochs a t rue part isan of the doctrinaire school of the Guizots , 

the modera t ion of which gentlemen consists in their f ixed not ion that con

cessions to the mass of mankind can never be of too modera te a character . 

They exult in the erect ion of a liberal Aris tocracy and the supreme rule of 30 

the Bourgeoisie, b lended with the greatest possible amount of the abuses and 

tradit ions of the ancient régime. Mart inez de la Rosa—overwhelmed with 

pol i teness, cour ted and f la t te red by the successive F rench Embassador s a t 

Madrid—the Pr ince Lava l de Montmorency and the Count Lagarde—aimed 

to modify the Consti tut ion of 1812, by establishing a H o u s e of Peers—giving 35 

the King an absolute ve to , introducing a proper ty qualification for the Lower 

H o u s e , and laying restrictions upon the press . F r o m 1834 to 1836 this incor

rigible doctrinaire had the pleasure of witnessing the int roduct ion and the 

downfall of the abort ive Consti tut ion he had ha tched in 1822. The F rench 

diplomatists made him unders tand that the Cour t of the Tuileries would 40 

approve of institutions similar to those which then existed in F rance , while 
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he f lat tered himself that the King would no t be averse to a char ter which 

had enabled Louis XVII I to do wha t he liked. T h e King, on his part , cajoled 

the self-conceited Moderado , w h o m he intended, as was afterward proved , 

to send directly from the palace to the scaffold. 

5 According to the plan concocted be tween the Camaril la and the Ministry, 

all conspiracies were to be winked at, and confusion was to be suffered to 

reign, so as , afterward, by the assis tance of F r a n c e , to introduce order , and 

give the nat ion a modera te Char ter , capable of perpetuat ing power and 

influence in its original p romoters , and winning over the privileged classes 

10 to the new system. Consequent ly, in opposi t ion to the secret societies of the 

Liberals , a secret society was founded on modera te principles—the Society 

of the Anillo, the members of which were to act conjointly wi th the Ministry. 

M o n e y was plentifully scat tered among the Royal Life Guards , bu t these 

distributions being denounced to the Ministry by members of the municipal 

15 police, they ridiculed them, treating the information as a symptom of radical

i sm and republicanism. The regiment of the Royal Cuirassiers , cantoned in 

Andalusia , was completely seduced; alarming repor t s were spread in the 

different provinces whither were sent, as Political Chiefs , member s of the 

Society of the Anillo. At the same time the tr ibunals received secret in-

20 structions to t reat with great indulgence all conspiracies that might fall under 

their judicial powers . The object of these proceedings was to excite an 

explosion at Madrid, which was to coincide with another at Valencia. Gen. 

Elio, the traitor of 1814, then a pr isoner in that town, was to pu t himself at 

the head of the counter revolut ion in the eas te rn par t of Spain, the garrison 

25 of Valencia being composed of only one regiment , greatly a t tached to Elio, 

and hosti le, therefore, to the Consti tut ional system. T h e Deputy Ber t rán de 

L y z , in the Assembly of the Cor tes , ent rea ted the Ministers to wi thdraw this 

body of soldiers from Valencia, and w h e n they remained inflexible, brought 

in a mot ion of impeachment . The day appointed for the explosion was the 

30 last day of May, (1822,) the feast of St. Ferdinand. The Cour t was then at 

Aranjuez. On a given signal the guards rushed into the streets and , backed 

by the Aranjuez mob , assembled in the front of the palace , shouting cries 

of " L o n g live our absolute monarch! D o w n wi th the Const i tu t ion." This r iot 

was , however , instantly suppressed by Gen. Zayas , and the simultaneous 

35 revolt of the regiment of Valencia proved , after a b loody combat be tween 

the militia and the soldiers, no more successful. The failures of Aranjuez and 

Valencia served only to exaspera te the Liberals . On all sides part ies p repared 

for self-defense. The agitation becoming universal , t he Ministers alone 

remained passive spectators in the midst of the confusion that announced 

40 an approaching storm. 
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| 1 | (January 1809 Flor ida Blanca +) 

A) Centraijunta. 

26 September 1808 (Aranjuez)-29 January 1810. 

Madrid having been evacuated by the French , i t was to be expected that 

Napoleon would soon re-appear at the head of a more powerful army. 5 

Measures of common defence became then inevitable and i t was generally 

felt tha t the Polyarchy of the Provincial Juntas , whose dissensions grew even 

more c lamorous after the success at Baylen, mus t give w a y to some sort of 

Central Government . The juntas , however , anxious to retain their hold upon 

Power , resolved, upon the proposal of the Jun ta of Sevilla, to select each 10 

from their own body two deputies the reunion of w h o m was to consti tute 

the Central Government , while the Provincial Juntas remained invested wi th 

the internal government of their respect ive Government . Thus a Central 

Junta , composed of 34 deputies from the Provincial Jun tas met on Septem

ber 26, 1808, at Aranjuez and remained at the head of affairs till January 29, 15 

1810, This Central Jun ta was driven by the Invader from Madrid to Sevilla 

and from Sevilla to Cadiz. While they waged a war of edicts f rom the Royal 

Palace of Aranjuez , the pass of Somosierra was forced by the French , and 

while they amused the people with vigorous proclamations from Sevilla, the 

passes of the Sierra Morena were lost and Soult 's a rmy inundated Andalusia . 20 

When " H i s Majesty"—this was the title assumed by the Junta—fled from 

Sevilla, Cadiz offered the only asylum, and if the Duke of Albuquerque , 

ins tead of marching his corps .upon Cadiz, had in obedience to their orders 

p roceeded to Cordova , his own army would have been cut off, Cadiz mus t 

have surrendered to the French and there would have been an end of any 25 

Central Power in Spain. During the reign of the Central Junta , the Spanish 

armies disappeared from the soil, ignominious defeats overse t each other, 

and the disastrous battie at Ocaña (November 19„ 1809) was the last pi tched 
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bat t le which the Spaniards fought, f rom that t ime confining themselves to 

a Guerrilla warfare . Where heroic res is tance is exceptionally m e t with, i t 

is not by the regular armies, in the open field, bu t only on the part of assieged 

towns as at Saragossa and Gerona . 

5 These few reminiscences from the Spanish war of Independence suffice 

to character ise the Central Junta . The expulsion of the French a rmy from 

the Span[ish] soil was the great object of their installation and in tha t object 

they signally failed. Unde r revolut ionary still more than under ordinary 

c i rcumstances the successes of armies reflect the character of the Central 

10 Government . The mere fact of the abandonment of regular warfare for 

Guerrilla exploits proves the disappearance of the national centre before the 

local centres of resis tance. Whence this failure of the National govern

ment? 

The very composit ion of the Central Jun ta certainly not suited the task 

15 imposed upon them. Being for a dictatorial power too many and too fortui

tously mixed together, they were too few to pre tend to the authority of a 

Nat ional Convention. The mere fact of their power being delegated from the 

Provincial Juntas , incapacitated them to overcome the self-governing p ro 

pensit ies, the bad will, and the capricious egotism of these Juntas . The two 

20 mos t marking members of the Central Junta—Florida Blanca—the octogenar

ian minister of the enlightened despot ism of Charles III—and Jovel lanos, a 

well-intentioned reformer w h o from overconscient ious scruples as to the 

means never dared to accomplish an end—were certainly no match for the 

terrible crisis the country was placed in. T h e sense of their own weakness 

25 and the unstable tenure of their power with respec t to the people, kept them 

in cons tant fear and suspicion of the generals to whom they were obliged 

to entrust the military commands . General Moria, himself a member of the 

Central Junta , wen t over into the Bonapart is t c amp , after he had surrendered 

Madrid to Napoleon. Cues ta [who] had begun with arresting the Leonese 

30 Deput ies to the Central Jun ta and wi th forging plans for the restaurat ion of 

the old authority of the Captains General and the Royal Audiencias, also 

seemed afterwards to win the confidence of the Government in the same 

measure as he lost the batt les of the country . Their distrust in Generals la 

R o m a n a and Castaños , the victor of Baylen, proved well founded by the open 

35 hostility the former shewed them in his address to the nat ion | | d.d. Sevilla, 

on October 4, 1809, and the other by his conduct towards them w h e n he 

became a member of the Regency. The Duke of Albuquerque , who of all the 

Spanish Generals of that epoch was perhaps the only m a n to conduct a great 

war , seemed to be singularly gifted with all the dangerous qualities of a 

40 military dictator, a reason quite sufficient to r emove him from all important 

commands . We may then give full credit to the Duke of Wellington writing 
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to his brother , the Marquis of Wellesley, on September 1,1809: "I am much 

afraid, f rom what I have seen of the proceedings of the Central Junta , tha t 

in the distribution of their forces they did not consider military defence, and 

military operat ions , so much, as they do political intrigue, and the at tainment 

of trifling political ob jec t s . " The first popular government of Spain seemed 5 

overawed by a present iment of the prominent par t military men were des

tined to act in their internal commotions . Devoid as they were of all truly 

revolut ionary force by their very composit ion, the Central Jun ta could not 

bu t resor t to pet ty intrigues in order to check the ascendancy of their own 

generals . On the other hand, incapable to resist the pressure of popular 10 

clamour, they often forced the generals into precipitate actions where the 

success could only be expected from most caut ious and protract ing stay upon 

the defensive. | 
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|3 | banner of revolution, the a rmy of Ballesteros, which, since the capitulation 

of his chief still concentra ted at Priego, 10 leagues nor th of Malaga. On this 

his second Cadiz expedit ion he was made a pr isoner by one of General 

Moli tor 's corps , surrendered to the apostolical band , and sent to Madrid 

5 there to be executed, on the 7th November , four days before Ferd inand ' s 

re turn to the capital. 

" N o n por su culpa caia Riego: 

Traición 

D 'un vil Borbon!" 

10 (Not by his fault fell Riego but by the t reason of a vile Bourbon.) 

W h e n Ferdinand on his arrival a t Madrid w a s waited upon and con

gratulated by the officers of the bands of the Fai th they having withdrawn, 

he exclaimed in the midst of his cour t : " I t is t he same dogs but with different 

col lars ." 

15 The number of friars who in 1822 had mus te red 16,310, amounted in 1830 

to 61,727, being an increase of 45,417 in the course of 8 years . F r o m the 

Madrid Gaceta we see that in the single mon th from the 24th August to the 

24th September 1824, 1200 persons were shot, hanged, and quartered, and 

then the barbarous decree against Comuneros , F reemasons e tc . had not ye t 

20 been divulgated. The Universi ty of Sevilla was closed for years , bu t in its 

stead a governmental school of bullfighting was established. 

Freder ick the Great , conversing with his War minister, asked him, which 

country in Europe he thought most difficult to ruin? Perceiving the minister 

to be rather embarrassed , he answered for h im: " I t is Spain: as its o w n 

25 government has for many years endeavoured to ruin it;—but all in va in ." 

Freder ick the Great seems to have prognost icated the reign of Ferdi

nand VII . 

The failure of the Revolut ion of 1820-3 is easily accounted for. It was a 

middleclass revolution and, more especially, a t o w n revolution, while the 

30 country, ignorant, lazy, wedded to the pompous ceremonies of the church, 
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remained passive observers of the party strife they did hardly unders tand. 

In the few provinces where they exceptionally took an act ive share in the 

struggle, i t was rather on the side of the counterrevolution,—a fact not to be 

wondered at in Spain, " tha t s torehouse of ancient cus toms , that reposi tory 

of all, e lsewhere forgotten and past b y , " a country where , during the war 5 

of independence peasants were seen using spurs taken from the a rmoury of 

the Alhambra and armed with halberds and pikes of curious and ancient 

workmansh ip , which had been wielded in the wars of the 15th century. 

Besides it was a feature peculiar to Spain that every peasant who had a noble 

ensign cut in s tone over the door of his miserable cabin, considered himself 10 

a nobleman and that thus the country people, generally, if poor and plun

dered, did never groan under that consciousness of abject degradat ion which 

exaspera ted them in the rest of feudal Europe . Tha t the revolut ionary par ty 

did not know how to link the interests of the peasantry to the t own movement , 

is avowed by two men, bo th of whom acted a principal par t in the Revolution, 15 

by General Morillo and by San Miguel. Morillo, who cannot be suspected 

of revolut ionary sympathies , wrote from Galicia to the D u k e of Angoulême: 

"If the Cortes had sanctioned the bill on the seignorial r ights , and thus 

despoiled the grandees of their propert ies in favour of the mult i tude, Your 

Highness would have encountered numerous , patriotic and formidable ar- 20 

mies, which would have organized themselves , as they did in F rance , under 

similar c i rcumstances . " ||4| On the other hand San Miguel (see his "Civil War 

of Spain ." Madrid, 1836) tells u s : " T h e greatest error of the liberals consis ted 

in their no t considering that by far the majority of the nation were indifferent 

or hostile to the new laws. The numerous decrees published by the Cortes 25 

with a view to ameliorating the material condition of the people , were unable 

to produce so immediate results as were required by the c i rcumstances . 

Nei ther the abolition of half the t i thes, nor the sale of the monast ic es ta tes , 

contr ibuted to ameliorating the material condition of the lower agricultural 

classes. The last measure , on the contrary, by throwing the land out of the 30 

hands of the indulgent monks into those of calculating capitalists, unpaired 

the posi t ion of the old farmers by causing higher rents to be imposed u p o n 

them, so that the supersti t ion of this numerous class, a l ready wounded by the 

alienation of sanctified patr imony, became exaggerated by the suggestions 

of material in teres ts ." The revolutionary townpopulat ion thus estranged 35 
from the mass of the nation, was therefore forced, in their struggle with the 

Grandees , the rural clergy, the monast ic power , and the c rown which repre

sented all these antiquated elements of society, to depend altogether on the 

army and its chiefs. The very position thus usurped by the a rmy in the 

revolut ionary camp, together with its isolation from the masses , m a d e it an 40 

ins t rument dangerous for the hands that wielded it, bu t inoffensive to the 
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enemy i t was to strike. Finally, the upper rank of the Middleclass, the socalled 

Moderados , became soon lukewarm and then trai tors to the Cause of the 

Revolut ion, lulling themselves , as they did, into the hope of getting their reign 

established by means of a F rench intervention and thus enjoying the fruits 

5 of a new society wi thout painstaking and wi thout admitting the plebejans 

to part icipate in them. 

The positive resul t of the Revolut ion of 1820-3 was no t limited to the great 

fermentat ion which expanded the minds and renewed the character of some 

large classes of the nation. The second restaurat ion, in which the antiquated 

10 e lements of society assumed such shapes as to become insupportable to , and 

incompatible wi th the national existence of Spain, was itself a product of 

the Revolution. I ts principal work was to whe t the antagonism to such a point 

as to make all compromises impossible and a war to the knife inevitable. 

When according to Lord Liverpool himself, there never was an extensive 

15 political change a t tended with less violence or b loodshed than the Spanish 

Revolut ion during 1820-3. When we behold therefore , t he civil war of 1833-43 

exterminating the antiquated elements of Spanish society, with fire and 

sword and disgracing itself by acts of cannibalism, we must not attribute the 

savage inexorableness of that epoch to the peculiar character of the Spanish 

20 race , but to the same force of c i rcumstances tha t imposed u p o n France the 

reign of terrorism. While the F rench centralised and, therefore , abbreviated 

the reign of terrorism, the Spaniards , t rue to their t radit ions, discentralised 

and, consequent ly , procrast inated it. Conforming to Spanish tradition, the 

revolut ionary par ty was not likely to p rove victorious by subverting the 

25 throne. With them, to be successful, the Revolut ion itself needed to appear 

as a Compet i tor for the throne . The struggle of the two societies ought to 

assume the form of a struggle of opposi te dynast ic interests . The Spain of 

the 19th century did her revolut ion with ease , w h e n she was allowed to give 

i t the form of the civil wars of the X l V t h century. I t was Ferdinand the 

30 Seventh who gave the Revolut ion a royal name—that of Isabella—while he 

leagued to the old Counterrevolut ion the D o n Quixot te of the Auto-da-fé, 

Don Carlos. | | Ferdinand VII proved t rue to his character to the end. If, during 

his whole life, he had cheated the liberals by false promises , should he no t 

indulge the sport of cheating the serviles on his deathbed? As to religious 

35 mat te rs , he had always been a sceptic. He was unable to convince himself 

that any one—even the holy ghost—should be so silly as to speak the truth. | 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4185, 16. September 1854 

The Reaction in Spain. 

F r o m Our O w n Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Sept. 1, 1854. 

The en t rance into Madrid of the "Vica lva ro" regiments has encouraged the 

Government to greater counter-revolut ionary activity. The revival of the 5 

restr ict ive press-law of 1837, adorned wi th all the rigors of the supplementary 

law of 1842, has killed all the " incendiary" por t ion of the p ress which was 

unable to offer the required cautionnement On the 24th the last number was 

given out of the Clamor de las Barricadas with the title of Ultimas Barricadas, 

the two editors having been arrested. Its place was taken on the same day 10 

by a new react ionary paper called Las Cortes. " H i s Excel lency, the Captain-

General , D o n San Miguel ," says the programme of the last-mentioned paper , 

" w h o honors us with his friendship, has offered to this journal the favor of 

his collaboration. His articles will be signed with his initials. The m e n at the 

head of this enterprise will defend with energy tha t revolut ion which van- 15 

quished the abuses and excesses of a corrupt power , but it is in the enceinte 

of the Const i tuent Assembly that they will plant their banner . I t is there tha t 

the great batt le mus t be fought ." The great batt le is for Isabella I I , and 

Espar te ro . Y o u will remember that this same San Miguel, a t the banque t of 

the press , declared that the press had no other correct ive bu t itself, c o m m o n 20 

sense and public education, that i t was an insti tution which neither sword 

nor t ransportat ion, nor exile, nor any power in the world could crush. On 

the very day on which he offers himself as a contr ibutor to the press , he has 

not a word against the decree confiscating his beloved liberty of the press . 

The suppression of the liberty of the press has been closely fol lowed by 25 

the suppression of the right of meeting, also by royal decree . The clubs have 
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been dissolved at Madrid, and in the Provinces the Juntas and Commit tees 

of Public Safety, with the except ion of those acknowledged by the Ministry 

as "depu ta t ions . " The Club of the Un ion was shut up in consequence of a 

decree of the whole Ministry, notwithstanding that Espar te ro had only a few 

5 days previously accepted its honorary pres idency, a fact which The London 

Times vainly labors to deny. This club had sent a deputat ion to the Minister 

of the Interior , insisting on the dismissal of Señor Sagasti , t he Gefe Politico 

of Madrid, charging him with having violated the l iberty of the press and the 

right of meeting. Señor Santa Cruz answered that he could not b lame a public 

10 functionary for taking measures approved by the Council of Ministers . The 

consequence was that a serious t rouble a rose ; bu t the Plaza de la Constitu

ción was occupied by the National Guard , and nothing further occurred. The 

pe t ty journals had scarcely been suppressed w h e n the greater ones that had 

hi therto granted their protect ion to Sagasti , found occasion to quarrel wi th 

15 him. In order to silence the Clamor Publico, its chief editor, Señor Corradi , 

was appointed minister. But this step will not be sufficient, as all editors 

cannot be a t tached to the Ministry. 

The boldest s t roke of the counter-revolution, however , was the permission 

for Queen Christ ina 's depar ture for Lisbon, after the Council of Ministers 

20 had engaged to keep her at the disposal of the Const i tuent Cortes—a breach 

of faith which they have tried to cover by an anticipated confiscation of 

Chris t ina 's es ta tes in Spain, notoriously the least considerable port ion of her 

wealth. Thus Christ ina had a cheap escape , and now we hear that San Luis , 

too , has safely arrived at Bayonne . The mos t curious par t of the t ransact ion 

25 is the manner in which the decree alluded to was obtained. On the 26th some 

patr iots and national guards assembled to consider the safety of the public 

cause , blaming the Government on account of its vacillation and half and 

half measures , and agreeing to send a deputa t ion to the Ministry calling upon 

them to r emove Christ ina from the Palace, where she was plotting liberticide 

30 projects . There was a very suspicious c i rcumstance in the adhesion of two 

aids-de-camp of Espar te ro with Sagasti himself, to this proposit ion. The 

result was that the Ministry me t in Council , and the upshot of their meet ing 

was the e lopement of Christina. 

On the 25th the Queen appeared for the first t ime in public, on the p rome-

35 nade of the Prado , a t tended by what is called her husband , and by the Prince 

of Astur ias . But her recept ion appears to have been extremely cold. 

The commit tee appointed to repor t on the state of the f inances at the epoch 

of the fall of the Sartorius Ministry has published its repor t in the Gaceta, 

where i t is preceded by an exposé by Señor Collado, the Minister of F inance . 

40 According to this the floating debt of Spain now amounts to $33,000,000, and 

the total deficit to $50,000,000. I t appears that even the extraordinary re -
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sources of the Government were anticipated for years and squandered. The 

revenues of H a v a n a and the Philippines were anticipated for two years and 

a half. The yield of the forced loan had disappeared wi thout leaving a t race . 

The Almadén quick-silver mines were engaged for years . The balance in hand 

due to the Caja of deposits did not exist. N o r did the fund for military 5 

substi tution. 7,485,692 reals were due for the purchase of tobacco obtained, 

but not paid for. Ditto 5,505,000 reals for bills on account of public works . 

According to the s ta tement of Señor Collado the amount of obligations of 

the most pressing na ture is 252,980,253 reals. The measures p roposed by him 

for the covering of this deficit are those of a t rue banker , viz: to re turn to 10 

quiet and order , to continue to levy all the old taxes , and to cont rac t new 

loans . In compliance with this advice Espar tero has obtained from the princi

pal Madrid bankers $2,500,000 on a promise of a p u r e Moderado policy. H o w 

willing he is to keep this promise is proved by his last measures . 

I t mus t no t be imagined that these react ionary measures have remained 15 

al together unresis ted by the people. When the depar ture of Christ ina became 

known, on the 28th August , barr icades were erected again; but , i f we are to 

believe a telegraphic dispatch from Bayonne , published by the F rench 

Moniteur, " the t roops , united to the National Guard , carried the barr icades 

and put down the movement . " 20 

This is the cercle vicieuxm which abort ive revolut ionary governments are 

condemned to move. They recognize the debts cont rac ted by their counter

revolut ionary predecessors as national obligations. In order to be able to pay 

t h e m they must cont inue their old taxes and cont rac t new debts . To be able 

to cont rac t new loans they mus t give guaranties of "order, " tha t is, take 25 

counter-revolut ionary measures themselves . Thus the new popular Govern

men t is at once t ransformed into the hand-maid of the great capitalists, and 

an oppressor of the people. In exactíy the same manner was the Provisional 

Government of F rance in 1848 driven to the notor ious measure of the 

45 cent imes, and the confiscation of the savings banks ' funds in order to pay 30 

their interest to the capitalists. "The revolutionary governments of Spain ," 

says the English author of the Revelations on Spain, "a re at least not sunk 

so deep as to adopt the infamous doctrine of repudiat ion as pract iced in the 

Uni ted S ta tes . " T h e fact is tha t i f any former Spanish revolut ion had once 

pract iced repudiat ion, the infamous Government of San Luis would not have 35 

found any banker willing to oblige i t with advances . But perhaps our author 

holds the view that it is the privilege of-the counter-revolut ion to contract , 

as it is the privilege of revolution to pay debts . 

I t appears that Saragossa, Valencia and Algeciras do no t concur in this 

view, as they have abrogated all taxes obnoxious to them. 40 

N o t content with sending Bravo Murillo as Embassador to Constant inople , 
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the Government has dispatched Gonzalez Bravo in the same capacity to 

Vienna. 

On Sunday, 27th Aug. , the electoral reunions of the District of Madrid 

assembled in order to appoint, by general suffrage, the Commissioners 

5 charged wi th the superintendence of the election at the capital. There exist 

two Electoral Commit tees at Madrid—the Liberal Union , and the Union del 

Comercio . 

The symptoms of react ion above collected appear less formidable to 

persons acquainted with the history of Spanish revolut ions than they must 

10 to the superficial observer—since Spanish revolut ions generally only date 

from the meeting of the Cortes , usually the signal for the dissolution of 

Government . At Madrid , bes ides , there are only a few t roops , and at the 

highest 20,000 National Guards . But of the lat ter only about one half are 

properly armed, while the people are known to have disobeyed the call to 

15 deliver up their arms. 

Notwiths tanding the tears of the Queen, O'Donnel l has dissolved her 

body-guard, the regular a rmy being jealous of the privileges of this corps, 

from whose ranks a Godoy, noticed as a good player upon the guitar and 

a singer of seguidillas graciosas y picantes, could raise himself to become 

20 the husband of the King's niece, and a Muñoz , only known for his private 

advantages , become the husband of a Queen Mother . 

At Madrid a port ion of the republicans have circulated the following 

Constitution of a Federal Iberian Republic: 
"Titulo I. Organization of the Federal Iberian Republic. 

25 Art . 1. Spain and its isles and Portugal will be united and form the Federa l 

Iber ian Republic . The colors of the banner will be a union of the two actual 

banners of Spain and Portugal. Its device will be Liber ty , Equali ty, Frater

nity. 

Art . 2. The sovereignty resides in the universali ty of the citizens. It is 

30 inalienable and imprescriptible. No individual, no fraction of the people can 

usurp its exercise . 

Art . 3. The law is the expression of the national will. The judges are 

appointed by the people through universal suffrage. 

Art . 4. All citizens of 21 years of age and enjoying their civil rights to be 

35 electors . 

Art . 5. The punishment of death is abolished, bo th for political and com

mon cr imes. The jury is to judge in all cases . 

Art . 6. Proper ty is sacred. The es ta tes t aken from political emigrants are 

res tored to them. 

40 Art . 7. The contributions will be paid in propor t ion to incomes. There will 

be one tax only, direct and general. All indirect contr ibut ions, octroi , and 
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on consumpt ion are abolished. Likewise abolished are the Government 

monopolies of salt and tobacco , the s tamps, the pa tent dues , and the con

scription. 

Art . 8. The liberty of the press , of meeting, of associat ion, of domicile, of 

educat ion, of commerce , and of conscience, is granted. Every religion will 5 

have to pay for its own ministers. 
Art . 13. The administration of the republic is to be federal , provincial and 

municipal. 

Titulo II. Federal Administration. 
Art. 14. It will be intrusted to an Execut ive Council appointed and revo- 10 

cable by the Central Federal Congress. 

Art . 15. The international and commercial relat ions, the uniformity of 

measures , weights and coins, the Post-Office, and the a rmed force are the 

domain of the Federa l Administration. 

Art . 16. The Central Federal Congress will be composed of nine Deput ies 15 

for every province, elected by universal suffrage and bound by their in

struct ions. 

Art . 17. The Central Federa l Congress is in pe rmanency . 

Art . 20. Whenever a law is to be enacted, the Administrat ion thinking it 

necessary will bring the project under the cognizance of the confederat ion 20 

six months before if i t be for the Congress , and th ree months if i t be for 

the Provincial Legislation. 

Art . 21 . Any deputy of the people failing to adhere to his instructions is 

handed over to jus t ice . " 

Art . 3, Titulo III, refers to the Provincial and Municipal Administrat ion, 25 

and confirms similar principles. The last article of this chapter says : "There 

are to be no longer any Colonies; they will be changed into Provinces and 

administered on provincial principles. Slavery shall be abolished. 

Titulo TV. The Army. 
Art . 34. The whole people will be armed and organized in a national guard, 30 

one port ion to be mobile and the other sedentary. 

Art . 35. The mobile guard to consist of the celibaterios be tween the 

ages of 21 and 35; their officers to be chosen in the military schools by elec

tion. 

Art . 36. The sedentary militia consists of all cit izens be tween 35 and 35 

56 years ; officers to be appointed by election. Their service is the defense 

of the communit ies . 

Art . 38. The corps of artillery and engineers are recrui ted by voluntary 

enlistment, permanent , and garrisoning the for tresses on the coas t and the 

frontiers . No for tresses shall be suffered in the interior. 40 

Art . 39, alluding to the marine, contains similar provis ions . 

480 



The Reaction in Spain 

Art . 40. The staffs of the provinces and captain-generalcies are sup

pressed. 

Art . 42. The Iberian Republic renounces all wars of conquest , and will 

submit its quarrels to the arbitration of Governments disinterested in the 

quest ion. 

Art . 43. There shall be no standing a rmies . " 

Karl Marx. 
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Progress of the War 
September 8, 1854 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4190, 22. September 1854 

Progress of the War. 

The reply of the Czar was sent in duplicate to Austr ia and Prussia . E a c h of 

the points insisted on by the western powers is duly set forth, refused, and 

reasons given for the refusal. Fur ther , the Czar says that he has wi thdrawn 

his t roops from the Principalities in deference to the interests of the German 5 

power s ; tha t he will recall his forces across the Pruth , and then await other 

hostile a t tacks , or pacific over tures , as may be . 

It is s tated that at a Cabinet Council held at Vienna on the 6th inst., the 

Empero r Francis Joseph presiding, i t was decided that the rejection of the 

guarantees required by Austr ia and the wes te rn powers does not amount to 10 
a casus belli against Russia, but that Austr ia will persevere in support ing 

these condit ions, and will maintain her neutral posi t ion while she awaits the 

result of the at tack by the allied powers upon Sevastopol . 

The following is published from Vienna. It , however , res ts on no bet ter 

authori ty than a newspaper letter: 15 

"Since the receipt of the answer of the Emperor Nicholas to the wes te rn 

powers , Prussia appears anxious to reenter the European concer t from which 

it had to a certain degree withdrawn. With that view she is said to have 

offered to sign a new protocol , in which the note of Vienna of the 8th of 

August should be embodied, as was the t reaty of April in a former document , 20 

d rawn up and signed by the Conference ." 

The following is the text of the Prussian note to Russia: 

"Berl in , Aug. 13. 

To the Baron von Werther in St. Petersburg 
In my dispatch of the 5th inst. I had the honor of forwarding you a copy 25 

of tha t one which I had addressed to his Majesty 's representa t ives in Paris 

and in London , instructing them to communicate to those Cabinets the 

impress ions produced on us by the Russian answers of the 29th and 30th of 

June , and to express to them our hopes that they would , with u s , recognize 
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in them some germs of an unders tanding and elements of accommodat ion. 

Although no direct answer to those over tures has reached us either from 

Paris or London , we have , from confidential and oral communicat ions made 

to us , and which have in par t crossed the démarches we ourselves were 

5 making, not been able to conceal from ourselves , that the views taken by 

F rance and England with reference to the Russian explanat ions are essen

tially different from our own, and by no means of a nature to afford a 

common point de départ. It has been more particularly the prolonged stay 

of the Russian t roops in the Principalities that , according to the views of the 

10 wes tern powers , prevented them from attaching any practical value to the 

pacific professions of the Cabinet of St. Petersburg. Its accession to the 

principles laid down in the protocol of April 9 seemed to them, moreover , 

not carried out sufficiently far, inasmuch as i t did not contain any mention 

of the guarantees which, according to the protocol alluded to , we re to be 

15 sought out for the purpose of connecting the further existence of Turkey still 

closer with the general balance of power in Eu rope . The Cabinets of Paris 

and L o n d o n have not left us in ignorance that , according to their views, 

these guarantees mus t necessari ly include several cardinal points which, 

under reservat ion, of course , of any modifications called for by the progress 

20 of events , should serve as the indispensable basis of any negotiations for a 

peace or a suspension of hostilities. These points were subsequently defined 

in identical No te s , which the representat ives of F rance and England de

livered to the Cabinet of Vienna, and which the latter has in i ts answer 

adopted. The Austr ian Cabinet , while advising us of this s tep, informs us that 

25 it looks on them as the natural consequences of the principles laid down in 

the protocol of April 9, and bel ieves, therefore , tha t i t cannot recommend 

them warmly enough to the unreserved acceptance of the Cabinet of St. Pe

tersburg. I have it in command from the King to engage you, Baron, to second 

this s tep of the Austrian Cabinet by every possible endeavor . Our august 

30 master looks upon it as inspired by the sincere desire to pave the way for 

negotiations and a cessat ion of hostilities on bo th sides. His Majesty also 

considers it of a nature calculated to facilitate this result . After having made 

himself master of the ensemble of the four points contained in the above-

ment ioned Notes , and compared them with the spirit of the last explanations 

35 on the part of Russia, his Majesty finds himself unable to find anything not 

reconcilable with all that his august brother-in-law has already declared 

himself as ready to adopt as the point de départîor an amicable arrangement . 

The Emperor , also, will doubtless have already convinced himself of the 

necessi ty of preventing for the future the unpleasantnesses and dangers 

40 which for Russia, as well as the rest of Europe , were involved in institutions 

which composed the public law of the Principalities and Servia; and his 
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Imperial Majes ty ' s enlightened solicitude for these countr ies will not fail to 

acknowledge the advantages which a collective guarantee of their privileges, 

on the par t of the European powers would confer on them. The free naviga

t ion of the Danube could not fail of falling in with the interests of Russian 

commerce , and, although the impediments to it at the mou th of this river are 5 
not yet qui te removed , the lofty sentiments of the Empero r and the repeated 

declarat ions of his Cabinet leave no room for doubting of his determined 

intent ion speedily to put an end to them. With reference to the privileges of 

the Christ ian subjects of the Sultan, not only has his Majesty the Emperor , 

in acceding to the protocol of April 9, declared his agreement with the 10 
principle of an identical and collective solicitude on the par t of the powers 

for the condit ion of our co-religionists, but also the same thought was promi

nent in the declarat ions made on this subject some time back by the Cabinet 

of St. Petersburg to that of Berlin; and, as the independence and sovereignty 

of the Sultan have been so often and so openly proclaimed to be in conformity 15 
with the political views of the Emperor , his Majesty will not withhold from 

the joint endeavors of the powers the bringing of the improvement of the 

posi t ion of the Christ ian Rayahs into harmony with the interests of the 

Ot toman Government by securing to this latter the initiative which is a 

necessary condit ion of its independence and dignity. Finally, the t reaty of 20 
July 13, 1841, was the result of such peculiar c i rcumstances that its revision 

by all the contract ing parties would probably, in principle, meet with no 

difficulty; and Russia, as a littoral power of the Black Sea, seems even 

especially called to take part in the examination of the important quest ions 

connected therewith. These are , Baron, the general considerat ions which 25 

impel the King, our august master , urgently to desire the acceptance on the 

par t of the Cour t of St. Petersburg of the points above indicated as the basis 

of a further negotiation, as Austria has d rawn them up , in conjunction with 

the Cabinets of London and Paris . Avail yourself, therefore , of the ext reme 

bienveillance with which the Emperor deigned to honor you immediately on 30 
your arrival in St. Petersburg, and the confidence which Coun t Nesse l rode 

has bes towed upon you, to convince the Imperial Cabinet of the im

measurable range of results that will probably spring from its resolutions on 

the present occasion; of the unbounded prospects of peace which they may 

open up to Europe ; and of the victory which they would necessari ly achieve 35 
over the calumniators of Russian policy, when they clearly prove to its 

bi t terest backbiters on what side the really pacific sent iments are . I need not 

tell you, Baron, with what impatience we shall look forward to news from 

you of the recept ion and operation of the present dispatch, which you will, 

wi thout loss of t ime, bring to the knowledge of Count Nesse l rode . 40 

Receive the assurances , e tc . , ManteuffeV 
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An additional article, of which the contents are as ye t secret , is p roposed 

to be added to the Austro-Prussian t reaty of the 20th April. The proposed 

alterations and additions to the t reaty will be made wi th the cognizance of 

the Germanic Diet. At all events , the first paragraph of the convent ion, 

5 mutually guaranteeing the terri tories of the contract ing par t ies , will remain 

unchanged. 

A surmise, formed on the above c i rcumstance , has exer ted some attention. 

The Bund, i t is supposed, will, on meeting after its short recess , proceed, 

at the invitation of Austr ia and Prussia , to p ronounce the t reaty of April 20 

10 lapsed as regards its additional articles. Then, taking under considerat ion the 

engagement that Austr ia has made wi th the wes te rn powers , a new scheme 

will be drawn up on this basis for a peace , which it is believed that Russia 

will accept. 
Active secret negotiations have been going on for some time be tween 

15 Nicholas and the Pope. It now transpires that the Czar holds a prospect of 

a change toward the R o m a n Catholics in Poland and of concessions to the 

Lat ins at Jerusalem. He is thus intriguing against the French . According to 

the Corriere Italiano the Czar has the intention to declare his third son, 

Nicholas , King of Poland, and as he is a member of the Greek Church , it 

20 was considered necessary to give the Pope some tranquillizing assurances 

respecting the Polish Catholics. 

All the Bomarsund forts have been des t royed and the t roops reëmbarked . 

A few steam-frigates remain cruising among the islands. Gens. Baraguay 

d'Hilliers and Niel were at Dantzic on the 7th. There is nothing else in the 

25 shape of news. 

Constant inople letters of August 30 ment ion tha t the British guards, and 

28th, 42d, 44th, 79th and 93d regiments had embarked at Varna , and the light 

division and Lord Cardigan's [are] under orders . Lord Raglan was to embark 

on board the Caradoc on September 2, a t Varna. The expedit ion is to rendez-

30 vous at Baltshik, at which place, and at Bourgas , the F rench are to take ship. 

The strength for land service of the expedit ion is 25,000 English, 

26,000 French , and 20,000 Turks . Gen. Sir John Burgoyne has arrived to take 

command. Prince Napoleon and the Duke of Cambridge have gone to Varna 

to join their regiments. The t roops are described as animated with much 

35 enthusiasm. Cholera has almost disappeared. 

Accounts from Rus tchuk September 3, state that all the vessels with t roops 

left Varna on the 2d for Baltschik. F r o m the 1st instant provisions for the 

army are to be sent to the Crimea. Marshal St. Arnaud has issued an order 

stating that Sevastopol will be taken and held as a guarantee of peace . 

40 Supposing the siege begun by the middle of September , it is hoped the place 

will be taken by the end of November . 
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The Russ ian Embassy a t Vienna has received notice that the greater par t 

of the Russian army will have quitted Moldavia by the 20th of September , 

and the remainder by the beginning of October , unless hostile operat ions 

shall render a new concentrat ion necessary. The Austr ians entered the 

Principalities at four points , namely Rothen thurm, Prediala, and Boitza for 5 

Wallachia, and Bistritz for Moldavia. Omer Pasha cont inues to concent ra te 

his main army along the bank of the River Karasu , below Buseo , whence 

he menaced Brailow and Galatz. 

On 1st August a strong force of English and F rench gunboats entered the 

Sulina channel of the Danube , and another is to enter by the Kilia mouth, 10 

with the view of keeping the navigation open. 

The Russians are making preparat ions to burn the cities of Odessa , Reni , 

Brailow, Galatz and Ismail, should they be forced to abandon them. They 

have prepared combust ibles , and have cut off the supply of water and burned 

the fire engines. Orders are issued that wherever the enemy appears in 15 

superior strength towns and villages are to be reduced to ashes . Unceas ing 

preparat ions are being made in Sevastopol for defense. All criminal pr isoners 

are l iberated and enrolled in companies to work the por t bat ter ies . A gang 

of 200 of the worst convicts are still in i rons, to be employed in carrying 

ammunit ion. 20 

The Governor of Sevastopol , taking advantage of the inefficiency of the 

b lockade , t ook the masts out of some steamers to render t hem less easily 

discovered, and has been sending them to and from Nicolaieff, at the mouth 

of the River Bug, whence they have brought considerable quanti t ies of 

s tores , ammunit ion, artillery and even t roops . One of the new inner forts of 25 

Sevastopol is mounted with guns conveyed in this manner . 

The bashi -bozouks , including those in the pay of the allies, have been 

disbanded by a general order from Omer Pasha, the rascals being quite 

incorrigible. 

T w o Paixhans guns , t aken from the Tiger frigate, w e r e tr ied at Odessa the 30 

other day in [the] presence of Governor Annenkoff. At the fourth shot one 

of the guns burst , killing one artil leryman and wounding several o thers . 

On Sept. 2 the British steamer Shearwater and the F rench s teamer Promé-

thée entered the port of Cat taro. The reason given by the commanders for 

their visit was a desire to obtain information respect ing a projected razzia 35 

of the Montenegrins. 

A Russian s teamer from Sevastopol had captured a Wallachian vessel and 

taken her into tha t port . They had sent to Constant inople the Captains of 

the three Turkish merchan tmen which they had recent ly burned a t Hera-

clea. 40 

Kurschid Pasha (Gen. Guyon) is at length appointed, on the representa-
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t ions of Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, to the chief c o m m a n d in Asia, in room 

of Mus tapha Pasha . Guyon would long ere this have been appointed to 

command, but he refused, and still refuses, to apostat ize from the Christ ian 

form of religion. Ismael Pasha , a Turkish officer who greatly distinguished 

5 himself in the defense of Kalefat, is also appointed to a high command in 

the army of Asia. The British Government has sent as Commissioners 

Col. Williams of the Royal Engineers , and France will accredit an officer 

in a similar capacity. Col. Williams spent three years under canvas in making 

a topographical survey of these provinces , as British Commissioner charged 

10 to run the boundary line be tween Turkey and Persia . 

According to the Paris Presse, the Russian forces in Asia had fallen back 

as far as Er ivan, after having sacked Bajasid. 

Russian agents , disguised as Bedouins , have been arres ted at Damascus . 

F r o m Athens we learn that King Otho positively refuses any indemnity 

15 to Turkey. 
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The Austrian Compulsory Loan-
Spain—The Situation in Wallachia 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4197, 30. September 1854 

F r o m Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Tuesday , Sept. 12, 1854. 

The papers contain diverse rumors about Mazzini 's arres t at Bale. I have 

received the following information from a friend: Mazzini was really arres ted 

by two gens d 'armes at Zurich, but only for a few hours , after which he 5 

escaped. This escape was facilitated by another Italian causing himself to 

be arrested simultaneously at another place by pretending to be Mazzini . By 

this coup the authorities were misled, and M. Druey himself telegraphed from 

Berne to Geneva , that no further investigations would be required, as 

Mazzini was in prison. It is supposed that the person arres ted in Mazzini 's 10 

stead is Saffi, while some say it is a Hungarian officer of the name of Tiirr. 

The Milan Gazette of the 31st August t akes pleasure in announcing that 

the municipal council of Pavia have resolved in their sitting of the 

28th August , to participate in the national loan by subscribing for 

200,000 florins. In contras t to this s tatement a non-official paper publishes 15 

the following as the real resolution of the Council in quest ion: 

" T h e Municipality of Pavia subscribes for the quota imposed on and fixed 

for the t own of Pavia; but i t does so neither as Representa t ive of the Com

mune , nor in their quality as contr ibutors , but only as an organ of Govern

ment , and as dependent on the executive power to which it is bound by the 20 
circular of 1830 to absolute obedience, as well as in execut ion of the orders 

t ransmit ted to i t by the Lieutenant-General on Aug. 7 . " 

At Treviso also the voluntary loan has only been subscribed to in con

sequence of direct menace . F rom the s tatement of the Trieste Council , i t 

appears that even in that arch-Austr ian loyal city the loan is neither voluntary 25 

nor so very generally taken as represented by the Austr ian journals : 

"Our commune has subscribed for another million of the national loan. 

T h e Magistrates hereby announce , that this sum will be distributed among 

the contr ibutors who have taken no part hi therto in the loan or n o t i n p r o p o r -
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tion to their fortune. The 6th of September is, at the same t ime, fixed as the 

last term for voluntary subscriptions. The Council hope that everybody will 

has ten to profit by the advantages held out by the loan, the more so as, after 

the above term, the Council will be under the grievous necessi ty of proceed-

5 ing by fo rce . " 

The react ionary Press is not yet satisfied wi th the late measures of the 

Spanish Government ; they grumble at the fact tha t a new compromise had 

been entered into with the revolution. Thus we read in the Journal des 

Débats: 
10 " I t was only on the 7th August when Espar te ro declared ' that in conformity 

with the wishes of the people of Madrid, the Duchess of Rianzares should 

not leave the Capital, either by day or night, or in any furtive manner . ' I t 

is only on the 28th August that Queen Christina, after a detention of twenty-

one days , is allowed to depar t in broad day, wi th a sort of ostentat ion. But 

15 the Government has been weak enough to order , simultaneously, the con

fiscation of her es ta tes . " 

The Débats now hopes that this order will be canceled. But the hopes of 

the Débats are, perhaps , in this ins tance, even more doomed to dis

appointment than when i t u t tered faint hopes that the confiscation of the 

20 Orleans es ta tes would not be carried out by Bonapar te . The Gefe Politico of 

Oviedo has already proceeded to sequestrate the coal mines possessed by 

Christ ina in the Province of Asturias. The directors of the mines of Siero, 

Langreo , and Piero Corril have received orders to make a s ta tement and to 

place their administration under the Government . 

25 With regard to the "broad d a y " in which the Débats effects the depar ture 

of Christina, they are very wrongly informed. Queen Christ ina on leaving her 

apar tments , crossed the corridors in dead silence—everybody being stu

diously kept out of the way. The National Guard, occupying the bar racks 

in the court of the Palace were not aware of her depar ture . So secretly was 

30 the whole plan arranged that even Garrigo, who was to have charge of her 

escort , only received his orders on the m o m e n t of starting. The escor t only 

learned the mission with which they were intrusted at a distance of twelve 

miles from Madrid, when Garrigo had all sorts of difficulties in prevent ing 

his men from either insulting Christ ina or returning direct to Madrid. The 

35 Chiefs of the National Guard did not learn anything of the affair until two 

hours after the depar ture of Mme. Muñoz . According to the s ta tement of 

the España she reached the Por tuguese frontier on the morning of the 3d Sep

tember . She is said to have been in very good spirits on the journey, but her 

Duke was somewhat triste. The relations of Christ ina and this same Muñoz 

40 can only be unders tood from the answer given by Don Quixote to Sancho 

Panza ' s question why he was in love with such a low country wench as his 
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Dulcinea, when he could have princesses a t his feet: "A lady ," answered the 

wor thy knight, " sur rounded by a host of high-bred, r ich, and wit ty followers, 

was asked why she took for her lover a simple peasant . 'You mus t know, ' 

said the lady, ' that for the office I use him he possesses more phi losophy 

than Aristotle himself . ' " 5 

The view taken by the react ionary press in general on Spanish affairs may 

be judged of by some extracts from the Kölnische Zeitung and the In

dépendance Belge: 
"According to a well-informed and t rus tworthy correspondent , himself an 

adherent of O'Donnell and the moderado par ty ," says the former, " the 10 

position of affairs is grievous, a deep conflict continuing to exist among 

part ies. The working classes are in a state of pe rmanent exci tement , being 

worked upon by the agi tators ." 

" T h e future of the Spanish monarchy , " says the Indépendance, "is ex

posed to great dangers . All t rue Spanish patriots are unan imous on the 15 

necessi ty of putting down the revolutionary orgies. The rage of the libelers 

and of the const ructors of barr icades is let loose against Espar te ro and his 

Government with the same vehemence as against San Luis and the banker , 

Salamanca. But , in t ruth, this chivalrous nat ion cannot be held responsible 

for such excesses . The people of Madrid mus t not be confounded with the 20 

mob that vociferated 'Dea th to Christina, ' nor for the infamous libels 

launched among the populat ion, under the title of 'Robber ies of San Lu is , 

Christ ina and the Acolytes. ' The 1,800 barr icades of Madrid and the ul t ra 

Communis t manifestat ions of Barcelona bespeak the intermeddling of for

eign Democracy with the Spanish Saturnalia. So much is certain, tha t a great 25 

number of the refugees of France , Germany and Italy have participated in 

the deplorable events now agitating the Peninsula. So much is certain, that 

Spain is on the brink of a social conflagration; the more immediate con

sequences will be the loss of the Pearl of the Antilles, the r ich Island of Cuba, 

because it places Spain in the impossibility to combat Amer ican ambition, 30 

or the patriotism of a Soulé or Sanders . It is t ime tha t Spain should open her 

eyes , and that all hones t m e n of civilized Europe should combine in giving 

the a larm." 

It certainly requires no intervention of foreign democracy to stir up the 

populat ion of Madrid when they see their Government b reak on the 28th the 35 

word given on the 7th; suspend the right of freely assembling, and res tore 

the press- law of 1837, requiring a cautionnement of 40,000 reals and 300 reals 

of direct taxes on the par t of every editor. If the provinces remain agitated 

by uncer ta in and undecided movements , wha t other r eason are we to find 

for this fact, but the absence of a center for revolut ionary act ion? N o t a single 40 

decree beneficent to the Provinces has appeared since the so-called revolu-
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t ionary government fell into the hands of Espa r t e ro . The Provinces behold 

i t surrounded by the same sycophancy, intrigues, and place hunting that had 

subsisted under San Luis . The same swarm hangs about the Government—the 

plague which has infested Spain since the age of the Philips. 

5 L e t us just cast a glance at the last number of the Madrid Gaceta of the 

6th September . There is a repor t of O'Donnell announcing a superabundance 

of military places and honors to such a degree that out of every three generals 

only one can be employed on active service. I t is the very evil which has 

cursed Spain since 1823—this super incumbrance of generals . One would 

10 fancy that a decree was to follow abating the nuisance. Nothing of the sort. 

The decree following the repor t convokes a consultat ive junta of war , com

posed of a certain number of generals , appointed by the Government from 

the generals holding at present no commission in the army. Besides their 

ordinary pay these men are to receive: each Lieutenant-General 5,000 reals , 

15 and each Maréchal-de-Camp 6,000 reals . Genera l Manuel de la Concha has 

been named President of this military sinecurist junta . The same number of 

the Gaceta presents another harves t of decorat ions , appointments , e tc . , as 

if the first great distribution had failed to do its work. San Miguel and Dulce 

have received the grand-cross of the order of Charles III . ; all the recom-

20 penses and provisional honors decreed by the jun ta of Saragossa are con

firmed and enlarged. But the most remarkable port ion of this number of 

the Gaceta is the announcement that the paymen t of the public creditors 

will be resumed on t h e 11th inst. Incredible folly of the Spanish people 

not to be satisfied with these achievements of their revolut ionary govern-

25 ment! 

Travelers who have recent ly arrived from Wallachia give a very distressing 

account of the state of that Principality. It is known that Russia saddled the 

Principalities with a debt of 14,000,000 francs, on account of the occupat ion 

in 1848-49. This sum has been raised by the Russian generals during the late 

30 occupat ion. The Russians retreat after having emptied all the chests—the 

vestry ches ts , the central chests of the monaster ies , t he municipal chests— 

and it is with the contents of these that they have paid the supplies contracted 

for with the Wallachian proprietors and peasants . But the t ranspor ts , which 

make a very important item in an agricultural country , wood , coals , s t raw, 

35 etc . , were not paid at all, but simply foraged. The t reasury of the Principalities 

accordingly is so much exhausted that the vestr ies are expected to become 

bankrupt . All this without taking into account the use of the houses t rans

formed into hospitals, and the thousands of proper ty intrusted to Russian 

hands from the fear of the boyards of Turkish robbery . 

40 We read in a letter from Athens , dated 29th August : 

"The King continues to refuse any indemnity to Turkey. The hatred against 
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the Occidental t roops increases, and already several F rench soldiers have 

been ill-treated by the people . " 

It would be a curious history to expose to your readers how the Greek 

communit ies have been dissolved by British influence—how Capo d'Istria 

was imposed upon them, and how the whole of this people has been de- 5 

moralized by the agency of Lord Palmerston. The hones t intentions of the 

British Government even at this moment of their intervention in Greece , are 

sufficiently be t rayed by the support i t gives to General Kalergis , a man, like 

Capo d'Istria, born , bred and domiciliated in Russia. 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe and the British Governmen t have at length 10 
obtained what they have labored to bring about—a revolut ion in Turkey , if 

not in Europe , a t least in Anatolia. We knew already by repor ts from Rhodes , 

tha t on the coas t opposi te this island, the Zeybeks , a warlike Ot toman 

mountain-tr ibe, had revolted. The Journal de Constantinople of 20th Aug. 

now announces tha t anarchy in those parts is daily increasing. The rebels , 15 

in the absence of the regular army, constantly descend from the mountains , 

invade the villages, raise the t i thes, plunder the inhabitants and caravans , 

violate the women , and murder every one that res is ts . Their excesses are 

gravest in the province of Mestescak. F rom Aiden the Governor has b e e n 

obliged to flee to Thyrrha . Denissli is in their hands , and the mufti Sahib 20 
Effendi, who went to inform the Governor-General , has been seized and 

beheaded with his followers. Their strength amounts to thousands . The 

source of these disturbances are the Bashi-Bozouks returning from Kar s and 

Bayazid, w h o denounce the Por te for its oppress ion toward the Turks and 

its submission toward Russia. 25 

If we cas t a look at Eu rope , we meet with symptoms of revolut ion in Spain, 

Italy, Denmark, the Danubian Principalities, Greece , Asiatic Turkey ; and 

even in the ranks of the F rench army at Varna , the cry has resounded, "À 

bas les singes!" 
Karl Marx . 30 
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The Actions of the Allied Fleet— 

The Situation in the Danubian Principalities-
Spain—British Foreign Trade 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4198, 2. Oktober 1854 

F rom Our Own Correspondent . 

London , Fr iday, Sept. 15, 1854. 

We read in yes terday ' s Moniteur the following telegraphic dispatch: 

"Therapia, S e p t . 7 . - T h e French and the Turks left Varna on the 5th. The 

5 English fleet was to join t hem at the Island of the Serpents . The weather is 

beautiful ." 

The delay in the depar ture of this first port ion of the expedit ionary army 

was caused by the violent s torms which visited the Bosphorus up to the 27th 

of August . The wind having come round from the north-east on the 27th, the 

10 fleet of t ranspor ts was enabled to leave Constant inople for the Black Sea. 

The Isle of the Serpents (Hade Adessi) is a little rocky islet at some distance 

from the Bessarabian coast , and nearly opposi te the mouth of the Danube . 

Its circumference is not more than three English miles. The depar ture not 

having been effected until the 5th, the disembarkat ion of the t roops cannot 

15 have taken place before the 9th of September . 

A curious passage occurs in an article published by the Moniteur, in which 

the chances of the expedit ion are discussed. 

"If," says the Moniteur, " i f the number of the Russ ian t roops stat ioned 

in the Crimea should be found to be more considerable than we are led to 

20 believe by the previous repor t s ; if the force of Sevastopol should offer a 

protracted defense; if obstacles should be afforded by the season ; if, finally, 

an important Russian army should succeed in reënf orcing the Crimea, we 

should be quits for this t ime with a simple reëmbarkat ion , and the a t tack of 

Sevastopol would be resumed in the spr ing." 

25 In one word , if any serious difficulties should be encountered by that 

"powerful a rmada, with its thousand agencies of des t ruct ion," it will quickly 

re turn to the Bosphorus . At all even ts , it will not be their fault if such dif

ficulties should not be met with, due notice of the expedit ion having been 

given to the Czar months ago, and i t having been delayed up to the very last 
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days of the season. The confidence felt by the F rench mariners in their 

commander may be judged of by the following ext rac t of a letter from 

Constant inople , published by the Augsburger Zeitung: 

" In the fleet St. Arnaud is generally called Florival , the name under which 

he made his début at the Ambigu Comique at Par i s . " 5 

According to the latest dispatches from Hamburg and Copenhagen, par t 

of the French fleet, t ransports and soldiers, have passed through the Belt 

on their re turn to France . A Bonapartist paper , the Constitutionnel, makes 

a revelat ion on the Bomarsund affair: 

"Hi s majesty the Emperor Napoleon III did nor wish tha t the devot ion 10 
of the navy should be deprived of the recompense meri ted by it after such 

a prolonged and painful cruise in the Bal t ic ." 

Bomarsund , then, was only bombarded for the amusement of the fleet, 

and as a concess ion to the impatience and ennui of the officers. Those two 

laconic allusions of the Moniteur and Constitutionnel contain more in quali- 15 

fication of the character of the war than all the swaggering leading articles 

of the ministerial English press . 

The Czar has ordered the arrest of all the engineers who were engaged 

in the construct ion of the forts of Bomarsund. They are to be put on their 

trial. One of the charges raised against them is that the fortifications should 20 

have been const ructed entirely of blocks of pure granite, while it has been 

proved since their fall that the interior of the walls was simply filled with 

sand and rough stones. All the commanders of the different for t resses along 

the Gulf of Finland have received orders from St. Petersburg to inquire into 

the most minute details of their construction, and to repor t on this subject 25 

wi thout delay. I t i s now ascertained that For t Gus tavsvärn at Hango H e a d 

was b lown up by the Russians themselves , a t the moment when Baraguay 

d'Hilliers and Gen. Jones appeared before i t on their reconnoitering ex

pedition. The Russians feared an at tack on Abo, and in order to make the 

t roops of For t Gus tavsvärn disposable for the defense of that t own the fort 30 

was destroyed. 

Being still in the Baltic I may as well give a place here to the following 

piece of news contained in the Aftonbladet. 

"A cor respondent from Copenhagen announces as certain that the Danish 

Government authorized on Aug. 16, Mr.T.P.Shaffner to establish a line 35 
of electric telegraph extending from Nor th Amer ica through Greenland, 

Iceland, the Faroe Islands and Norway to Copenhagen. On the 26th a line 

was opened from Stockholm to Malmö. The extent of this line is 

686,700 y a r d s . " 

Some of the L o n d o n papers to-day give telegraphic news of a victory 40 

gained by Shamyl somewhere in the neighborhood of Tif lis. The F rench and 

496 



The Action of the Allied Fleet—The Situation in the Danubian Principalities 

German papers contain no mention of this fact. On Sept. 4 the Turks crossed 

the Danube near Matchin, and occupied the island si tuated be tween that 

fortress and Ibraila. A great port ion of the Turkish flotilla of the Danube has 

also cast anchor off Matchin. The occupat ion of Ibraila by the Turks was 

5 to take place on the 5th inst. You will notice the proclamation of 

Gen. Krusens tern , posted up on the walls of Odessa on the 30th Aug., in 

which the inhabitants a re warned, under heavy penalt ies , not to oppose the 

setting fire to the city should this act be deemed necessary by the t roops for 

the defense of the country. The Russians have also given orders in all the 

10 districts of Bessarabia to burn towns and villages at the approach of the 

enemy. The order is the more ludicrous as the Russians are well aware that 

the Roumans of Bessarabia would no more regret their withdrawal than the 

Roumans of Wallachia and Moldavia. 

I have described the c i rcumstances accompanying the enrolment in the 

15 Russian service of the Wallachian and Moldavian militia. F r o m the English 

papers of to-day you will learn the details of the scenes which took place 

on the 28th August, be tween M. de Budberg and the officers of the Rouman 

militia, scenes which ended in Capt . Phillippesco telling the Russian general 

to his face tha t the Wallachians considered t h e Sultan as their only suzerain. 

20 He w a s , of course , placed under arrest , in company with two bro ther officers 

who had indulged in similar remons t rances . The following account of the 

events which occurred on the 29th, the day on which the Russian campaign 

in the Principalities was brought to such a glorious conclusion, is from the 

Paris Presse of to-day: 

25 " T h e arrest of Capt . Phillippesco and two other officers, who dared to set 

at defiance the injunctions of Gen. Budberg, had caused a great irritation 

in the ranks of the Moldavian militia, and augmented its re luctance to serve 

in the Russian army. On the 29th, shortly before the hour fixed for their 

review, the He tmán Mavrocordato repaired to the barracks of the cavalry, 

30 situated opposite the Administrative Palace. Grea t was his consternat ion at 

finding it completely deser ted. The soldiers, instead of saddling their horses 

for the review, had contr ived to make their escape from the stables, abandon

ing their arms and baggage. The unfor tunate H e t m á n has tened to the bar

racks of the artillery to mee t with a new surprise. The cannon were in their 

35 places in the Court , but the m e n had disappeared. Mavrocorda to , in despair , 

fancied himself already on the road to Siberia. But he succeeded in reuniting 

about 30 men. Trembling with rage and fear, he ordered them to put the 

horses to the guns and to march out to the place of the review. 'Le t us be 

carried away by force, ' they shouted. 'We receive no orders from the Rus -

40 sians. ' With these words they shut up the gates of the bar racks . At tha t 

momen t drums resounded in the place. I t was the whole division of Osten-

497 



Karl Marx 

Sacken, composed of twelve battal ions, one regiment of dragoons , and three 

battal ions of artillery, which, after intercepting the communicat ions , formed 

up on the place and completely blocked up both the Administrat ive Palace 

and the bar racks of the Moldavian cavalry. Sixty Moldavian horsemen who 

had been brought back were drawn up before the bar racks . Opposi te to them 5 

were 12,000 Russians—infantry, cavalry and artillery. Osten-Sacken arrived, 

followed by Gen. Budberg and a numerous staff. T h e Muscovi te t roops 

deployed in columns, and defiled before their generals , wi th bayone ts fixed, 

shouting their hur rahs . They next formed in squares at a dis tance of 150 yards 

from the Moldavian horsemen. They received the command to load. The 10 

Russian soldiers after having made the sign of the c ross , executed the order. 

Aim was taken at the sixty horsemen. This being done , Osten-Sacken ad

vanced with his staff toward the little body of Moldavian militia-men, and 

summoned them to follow his army with the threat of having them all shot 

in case of refusal. A silence of several minutes followed his injunction. A 15 

terrible emotion seizes upon the crowd w h o had assembled on the place. 

T h e n one of the Moldavians steps from the ranks and in a calm voice ad

dresses the Russian General . 'We are Moldavian soldiers, and our duty is 

to defend our country , not to fight for the foreigner. Do with us as you please. 

We shall not march wi th you. ' 'You may murder us , bu t we shall not march 20 

with you, ' repea t the sixty soldiers with one voice. On hearing this bold 

answer , Osten-Sacken ordered them to dismount from their horses and to 

lay down their a rms , as though for immediate execut ion. T h e y obey, prepared 

to die. In a moment thousands of soldiers surround them, rush upon them, 

and take them prisoners . This great feat of a rms accomplished, the Musco- 25 

vites advance to the Moldavian artillery bar racks where the thirty m e n 

cont inue to keep the gates closed. The gates having b e e n forced, they pene

t ra te into the interior; a struggle takes place, and the artillerists also, over

whelmed by superior numbers , are taken prisoners . They are hurr ied away 

in the midst of insults and menaces of death. They remain impassible. Only 30 

one , a young cornet of 22 years , his eyes kindled wi th rage, advances toward 

Gen. Wrangel , and uncovering his breast , exclaims: 'There is my breast , 

pierce i t with your balls if you dare . ' The General did not dare . The cornet 

and his comrades disarmed, were conducted be tween two rows of bayonets 

and brought to the camp of Osten-Sacken, outside the gates of Jassy. Wha t 35 

has become of them, nobody knows . As to the three officers arrested on the 

evening before, i t is generally feared that they will be shot. On the same 

evening the Russians surrounded the place where the regiment of Moldavian 

infantry was encamped. But they found only 150 men, the rest having es

caped. The population of Jassy ut tered loud execrat ions against their protec- 40 

tors . Sixty horsemen, thirty artillerists, and one hundred and fifty infantry 
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captured and disarmed by 12,000 Russ ians wi th three bat ter ies . This is the 
only victory, the laurels of which the Russians carry home from their cam
paign in the Principali t ies." 

In a former letter I ment ioned the order given by Omer Pasha to suppress 
5 the publication of the Austr ian manifesto of Gen. Hes s . We are now informed 

on wha t grounds this order was given, viz. : because the said proclamation 
called upon the Wallachian authorit ies to apply exclusively to the Austr ian 
commander in all affairs. Omer Pasha sent word to Gen. Hess that he had 
bet ter abstain from intermeddling with the civil Administrat ion of Wallachia, 

10 which belonged to his (Omer Pasha ' s ) province . Having only intended his 
proclamation as a feeler how far he might go, Gen. Hess apologised for the 
object ionable passage, and in order to convince Omer Pasha that i t was all 
a mistake, he communicated to him the original German text , where the 
Wallachian authorities are only invited to apply to his Aid-de-Camp in such 

15 mat ters as are connected with the Austr ian t roops . The Austr ian general 
Popovi tch, who had entered Buchares t wi th the Austr ian vanguard on the 
3d September , and immediately commenced to play the part of Haynau , was 
likewise checked by Omer Pasha. H o w welcome the Austr ian occupat ion 
is to the Wallachians in general may be unders tood from an extract from 

20 to-day 's Daily News: 

"M a ny of the villages on the road by which the Austr ians advanced, have 
been deser ted by their inhabitants , carrying with t hem all their worldly goods , 
fearing that they would be obliged to supply provisions or means of t ranspor t 
in re turn for paper money, wor th exactly half its nominal value. The con-

25 sequence is , that bread for the Austr ian t roops mus t be forwarded from 
Bucharest , twenty and even thir ty miles d is tant ." 

It is certainly wi th respect to the infamies commit ted in the Principalities— 
the consequences of English diplomacy-that the sober Economist, alluding 
to some comparat ively very slight faults of Amer ican diplomacy in Eu rope , 

30 draws the following line of distinction be tween English and American di
p lomacy: 

" N o w , we have no doubt that men of gentlemanly feeling, of deep sense 
of decorum, of a clear percept ion of wha t is due to o thers , abound in America 
as well as here . The difference be tween us , and the misfortune of our cousins , 

35 are these : that such men do not at the other side of the Atlantic either elect 
a government or give the tone to the nat ion, or guide the language of the press. 

With us the educated and the upper classes have the power in their own 
hands . In the Uni ted States i t is the mass who govern; i t is the populace who 
usurp the name and title of the nat ion; i t is t hey w h o dictate wha t shall 

40 be done or said; i t is they who elect the government and whom the govern
ment must serve; i t i s they who support the press and whom the press 
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mus t p lease ; in fact, i t i s they who have to be acted d o w n to and wri t ten 

down t o . " 

Thus speaks the servant of the English s tock-jobbers , as if English di

p lomacy were not an identical t e rm with infamy, and as i f t he "gen t l emen" 

appointed by Mr. Wilson, the editor of The Economist, and Mr . Glads tone , 

his superior, had not been convicted before Parl iament of swindling, gam

bling and larceny. 

F r o m Spain news is scarce. On the 8th inst. the Consul tat ive Jun ta of 

Madrid definitively dissolved itself. The Junta of Seville only dissolved after 

a strong protes t against the react ionary course of the Centra l Government . 

T h e Democra t s of Catalonia have published a manifesto against Gen. Prim, 

w h o had sent in his adhesion to the present Gove rnmen t from Turkey , in 

order not to be excluded from a share in the spoils. He cont rac ted the hatred 

of the Catalonians by the investment of the Cast le of Figueras in 1843, 

marked by the most shocking barbari t ies, commit ted f rom pure rage a t the 

b rave defense of the place by a comparat ively small force under the com

mand of AmetUer. This Prim was characterized at tha t t ime as "a person of 

ridiculous vanity, whose head had been turned by fortui tous success and by 

being made a coun t and a l ieutenant-general ." 

We read in the Epoca that on the 7th a small batt le was fought at Aranjuez 

be tween the Nat ional Guard and a band of which i t is not ye t known whether 

i t was composed of Carlists or Republ icans . Quick and certain as the success 

of the react ion seems to be , the counter-revolut ionary journals do not cease 

to give vent to their apprehensiveness that mat ters may not even ye t be 

settled in Spain. 

F r o m the accounts of t rade and navigation just issued I ex t rac t the follow

ing s ta tement : 

Total declared Value of the Exports of British and Irish Produce 
and Manufactures in each of the following years: 

5 

500 

Foreign. 
1831 1842 1853 

Russia, nothern ports 
and Black Sea £ 1,195,565 £ 1,885,953 £ 1,228,400 
Sweden and Norway 115,707 334,017 556,183 
Denmark 92,294 194,304 569,733 
Prussia 192,816 376,651 579,588 
Hanover and Hanseatic towns 3,642,952 6,202,700 7,565,493 
Holland and J 2,082,536 H. 3,573,362 4,482,955 
Belgium 

J 2,082,536 
B. 1,099,490 1,371,817 

France 602,688 3,193,939 2,636,330 
Portugal 975,991 947,855 1,210,411 
Azores and Madeira 80,698 64,909 124,971 
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[1831] [1842] [1853] 
Spain and Balearic Isles £ 597,848 £ 322,614 £ 1,360,719 
Canary Islands 33,282 54,564 107,638 
Italy 

Sardinian Territories 
Duchy of Tuscany 

1,112,447 
639,794 

Papal Territories 2,490,376 2,494,197 207,491 
Naples and Sicily 639,544 
Austrian Territories 637,353 

Greece 135,315 
Turkey 899,100 1,489,826 2,029,305 
Wallachia and Moldavia 179,510 
Syria and Palestine 375,551 306,580 
Egypt 122,832 221,003 787,111 
Morocco 
French Possessions in 
Senegambia 

426 41,952 75,257 

1,725 
West Coast of Africa 234,768 459,685 617,764 
Java and Sumatra 285,296 306,132 558,212 
Philippines 39,513 47,019 386,552 
China 519,443 969,381 1,373,689 
Cuba 663,531 711,938 1,124,864 
Hayti 376,103 141,896 133,804 
United States and California 9,053,583 3,535,381 23,658,427 
Mexico 728,858 374,969 791,940 
New-Granada 

248,250 231,711 J 
450,804 

Venezuela 
248,250 231,711 J 248,190 

Brazile 1,238,371 1,756,805 3,186,407 
Uruguay 

339,870 969,791 J 
529,883 

Buenos Ayres 
339,870 969,791 J 551,035 

Chili 654,617 950,466 1,264,942 
Peru 409,003 684,013 1,246,730 
Other Countries 215 7,223 912,662 
Total of Foreign countries £26,909,432 £34,119,587 £65,551,579 

British Possessions. 

Channel Islands £ 324,634 £ 364,359 £ 470,107 
Gibraltar 367,285 937,719 670,840 
Malta 134,519 289,304 297,906 
Ionian Islands 50,883 83,600 116,567 
South Africa 257,245 369,076 1,212,630 
Mauritius 148,475 244,922 385,879 
East Indies 3,857,969 5,169,888 8,185,695 
Hong Kong 357,908 
Australia 403,223 998,952 14,513,700 
North American Colonies 2,089,327 2,333,525 4,898,544 
West Indies 2,581,949 2,591,425 1,906,689 
Other Possessions 39,431 18,675 347,787 
Total to British Possessions £10,254,940 £ 13,261,436 £33,382,202 
Total of British and Foreign £37,164,372 £47,381,023 £98,933,781 
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The aggregate value of British exports in the seven months ending 

5th August , 1854, compared with those during the corresponding months of 

1853, shows an increase, in consequence of the metals having increased in 

value; but in the other ruling products of British industry we find a marked 

decline, as shown by the following table: 
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1853 1854 
Linen manufactures £ 2,650,150 £ 2,456,953 
Linen yarn 646,578 581,752 
Silk manufactures 965,345 834,275 
Silk, thrown 132,689 120,890 
Wool manufactures 3,741,261 3,731,453 
Cotton manufactures 15,515,224 14,762,981 
Cotton yarn 3,897,080 3,838,393 
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The decline in cot ton appears still more striking since the quanti ty of 

expor ts has increased, while the value realised has decreased. In 1854 there 

were expor ted 981,994,130 yards of cot ton manufactures , exclusive of lace 

and patent net , while in 1853 there were only expor ted 969,293,663 yards . 

Kar l Marx . 

The export to Russia having been £1,106,767 
While in 1831 it was 1,195,565 
And the export to France having been in 1853 2,636,330 
While in 1842 it was 3,193,939 

The Economist selects the year of 1842, in order to exhibit the advantages 

of free t rade since that period, forgetting, with its usual candour , tha t 1842 

was a year of commercial depression, and 1853 a year of the greatest prosper

ity. If the progress of English exports were produced by the magic of free 

t rade , i t would have been bet ter proved by compar ison of the relative exports 

to countr ies maintaining a strict protectionist system, Russia and France for 

ins tance; the former of these countries being moreover that from which 

imports have most increased, and which has been most subject to the in

fluence of British free t rade. Now we find that the expor ts to bo th these 

countr ies have declined. 
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Friedrich Engels 

The Attack on Sevastopol 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4209, 14. Oktober 1854 

The Attack on Sevastopol. 

At last i t seems possible that the French and English may strike a serious 

blow at the power and prestige of Russia, and we in this country are ac

cordingly looking with renewed interest to the m o v e m e n t against Sevastopol , 

5 the latest intelligence from which is detailed in another column. As a matter 

of course , the British and French journals make a great parade about this 

undertaking, and if we can believe them, nothing grander was ever heard of 

in military history; but those who look at the facts in the case—at the inex

plicable delays and senseless apologies at tending t h e setting out of the 

10 expedit ion, and all the c i rcumstances preceding and attending it—will refuse 

to be imposed upon. The terminat ion of the enterprise may be glorious, bu t 

its origin would rather seem to be disgraceful. 

L o o k at the pas t history of the allied armies in Turkey . At first these very 

heroic, bu t also exceedingly caut ious warr iors in tended to land at Enos , on 

15 this side of the Dardanel les , and to approach that peninsula only after every

thing should have turned out to be quite safe. Before this daring feat, how

ever , was accomplished, they s t retched their courage to an unexpected 

extent , and r isked a landing on the Thracian Chersonesus at Gallipoli. But 

this was merely done in order to have the defensive works across the penin-

20 sula completed in less t ime, thus securing to themselves that most essential 

of all requisi tes, a base of operat ions . All the while the Turks on the Danube 

were facing those formidable opponents whose presence in Wallachia was 

the pretext for these learned maneuvers of the allies; and they were facing 

them, too , with considerable success . But as more ships and more t roops 

25 arrived, i t was found out that the Dardanel les and peninsula cannot harbor 

them all. Thus another hole is made in the scientific arrangements agreed 

upon be tween Paris and London . A port ion of the t roops had actually to 

endure the dangers and risks of a landing at tha t very exposed spot, Con

stantinople! To r emedy this, the fortification of this town was at once taken 
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in hand. For tunate ly , a good deal of t ime was spent in all these operat ions, 

and thus the main object was secured—not to gain t ime, bu t to lose it. Then 

it was ascer ta ined tha t a division might, with little risk, be sent to Varna, to 

garrison that important place, for surely the Turks w h o so gloriously de

fended it in 1828, had since then made such progress in E u ro p ean discipline, 5 

that the defense of such a pos t could no longer be ent rus ted to them. The 

division was sent accordingly, and one or two divisions more . W h e n finally 

every pre tex t for keeping the t roops in the Bosphorus was fairly worn out , 

the grand combined army was very leisurely concent ra ted a t Varna . This was 

done at the same time when an Austr ian army appeared like a menacing 10 

thunder cloud on the flank and rear of the Russ ians , and when thus , by 

political combinat ions , the base of the allied operat ions was at once t rans

ferred, for the moment , from Constantinople to Transylvania and Galicia. 

Without this, there is every reason to believe there would never have been 

an allied a rmy in Bulgaria. The proof of it is in their behavior during the siege 15 

of Silistria. Eve rybody knows that there was the turning point of the cam

paign, and tha t on such an emergency, when bo th part ies have been straining 

their powers to the u tmost , the smallest ex t ra weight added on one side, will 

in nine cases out of ten, turn the balance in its favor. Yet , during this decisive 

siege, there were 20,000 English and 30,000 F rench soldiers, " the flower of 20 

the two a rmies , " smoking their pipes, and very quietly getting themselves in 

trim for the cholera at a very few days ' march from the for t ress . And, bu t 

for the havoc made by disease among the Russ ians , and for the unac

countable bravery of a handful of Arnauts ensconced in a di tch plowed by 

shells in every direction, Silistria would have fallen into the hands of the 25 

enemy. There is no instance in the history of war of an a rmy within easy 

reach , thus cowardly leaving its allies to shift for themselves . No expedit ion 

to the Crimea, and no victory will ever clear away that stain from the honor 

of the F rench and English commanders . Where would the British have been 

at Water loo if old Blücher , after his defeat at Ligny, two days before , had 30 

thus conscientiously acted in the manner of Raglan and St. Arnaud? 

The handful of Arnauts in the skirmishing ditch of Arab Tabiassi p roved 

a match for the skill, intellect and military strength of Russia. No relieving 

army drove the Russians across the Danube ; their own foolishness, the valor 

of the defenders , the marsh fever, the passive weight of t h e Austr ians on 35 

the Dniester and of the allies on the Devna , (for w h o could think they would 

act as they did?) made them finally abandon the siege, and give up both the 

campaign, the Principalities and the Dobrodja. After this great success , the 

allied generals of course thought of following it up—always according to the 

rules of that strategic system which they had hitherto applied with so m u c h 40 

effect. Consequent ly , Lord Cardigan led the British cavalry to the Danube , 
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on a reconnoiter ing expedit ion, in which they saw no Russians , lost m a n y 

horses , and earned nothing bu t s ickness and r idicule; while Gen. Espinasse , 

mainly known by his betrayal of the Nat ional Assembly on December 2 ,1851, 

led his division into the Dobrodja for no other purpose than having a couple 

5 of fine regiments half des t royed by cholera, and bringing the germ of that 

epidemic into the allied camp. The great invasion of cholera which ensued 

among the allies at Varna was thus the well earned result of their fine strategic 

combinat ions. The soldiers fell off by thousands before they had even seen 

an enemy; they died like flies in a camp where , una t tacked and undis turbed, 

10 they were enabled to live in comparat ive luxury. Discouragement , distrust 

in their commanders , disorganization ensued, not so much among the Eng

lish, who suffered less and who have more power of endurance , as among 

the French , whose national character is more apt to give w a y to such in

fluences, especially while their commanders hold t hem in a state of inactivity. 

15 But there was visible in the riots that actually b roke ou t among the F rench 

t roops , the natural effect of the abnormal state in which they have existed 

since 1849. The F rench soldier has been taught by the Bourgeoisie he rescued 

from the terrors of the revolution, to look upon himself as the savior of his 

country and of society a t large. He has been pe t ted by Louis Bonapar te as 

20 the ins t rument that res tored the Empire . He was t reated all the while in a 

w a y which taught him to command and m a d e him forget to obey. Superior 

as he was instructed to consider himself to civilians, he very soon got a not ion 

that he was a t least equal to his commanders . Eve ry effort was used to make 

him a pretorian, and all history shows that pretoriane are but degenerate 

25 soldiers. They begin by commanding to the civilians, they next p roceed to 

dictating to their generals , and they end by being thoroughly thrashed. 

N o w look a t wha t occurred a t Varna . W h e n whole battalions dropped 

down on the burning sands, writhing in the agonies of cholera, the old soldiers 

began to compare the adventurers w h o now are a t their head, wi th the old 

30 commanders that led t hem successfully through those very African cam

paigns which the heroes of the modern L o w e r Empi re affect so m u c h to 

disdain. Africa was a hot ter country than Bulgaria, and the Sahara is a good 

deal less pleasant than even the Dobrodja ; bu t no such mortalities ever 

marked the pa ths of African conques t as a t tended the repose of Devna , and 

35 the easy reconnoiter ing marches around Kus tendje . Cavaignac, Bedeau , 

Changarnier , Lamoricière led them through greater dangers , with far less 

loss , at a t ime w h e n Espinasse and Le roy St. Arnaud were still buried in the 

obscuri ty from which political infamies only could raise them. Accordingly 

the Zouaves , the m e n who had done mos t work and smelt mos t powder , the 

40 bes t representat ives of the African a rmy, rose in a body and shouted: "A 

b a s les singes! I l nous faut Lamor ic iè re !" D o w n with the apes! give us 
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Lamoric ière! His Imperial Majesty, Napoleon I I I , t he head and soul of this 

actual official apery of a great past , must have felt w h e n this came to his 

knowledge that the cry of the Zouaves was for h im " the beginning of the 

end . " At Varna , i t had a magic effect. We may say i t w a s the chief cause 

of the expedit ion to the Crimea. 5 

After the experience of this summer ' s campaigning, or ra ther p romenad

ing, from Gallipoli to Scutari , from Scutari to Varna, from V a r n a to Devna, 

Aladyn and back again, nobody will expect us to t reat seriously the pretexts 

put forth by the allied commanders , why the expedit ion, after being so long 

delayed, was finally so hurriedly under taken. One instance will sufficiently 10 

show what their arguments are worth. The delay was owing, i t was said, to 

the F rench siege artillery not having arrived. Well , w h e n the cholera riots 

occurred, and Le roy St. Arnaud saw that he must n o w play his bes t card and 

that without delay, he sent to Constantinople for Turkish siege artillery and 

ammunit ion, and it was got ready and embarked in a very short t ime; and 15 

if the F rench siege train had not arrived in the m e a n t ime, they would have 

sailed without it. But the Turkish siege artillery was ready many a month 

before , and thus all the delays that had occurred are p roved to have been 

needless . 

Thus we see that this grandiloquent expedit ion to the Crimea, with six 20 

hundred ships and sixty thousand soldiers, with three siege-trains and 

nobody knows how many field-pieces, instead of being the deliberate resul t 

of skillful movements , prepared scientifically long beforehand, is nothing but 

a hurried coup de tête, under taken to save Leroy Saint Arnaud from being 

massacred by his own soldiers; poor old soft Lord Raglan not being the man 25 

to resist , especially as any longer delay would bring his a rmy down to the 

same state of discipline and despondency which has already seized the 

French t roops . The tony of events, as a German writer has it, is still at work 

in contemporary as much as in pas t history, and poor L o r d Raglan is its 

p resen t victim. As to Leroy Saint Arnaud, nobody ever t reated him as a 30 

commander . He is a member of the swell-mob of too long standing—this 

notor ious old companion of female thieves and swindlers—this wor thy aco

lyte of the man whom "Debt , not Dest iny," hurried on to the expedit ion of 

Boulogne. In spite of the censorship, his character and antecedents are 

k n o w n well enough in gossiping Paris. The twice cashiered Lieutenant—the 35 

Captain w h o robbed the regimental cash-box when Paymas te r in Africa, is 

known well enough, and whatever he may accomplish in the Crimea, his 

successful expedit ion to a L o n d o n pawn-shop wi th his landlady 's blankets , 

followed up by his well-executed retreat to Paris , will still form his chief title 

to military glory. But poor Raglan, the Duke of Well ington's Adjutant- 40 

General , a man grown hoary among the theoretical labors and minute details 
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of a staff-command, no doubt actually bel ieves in the motives he gives for 

his actions. And upon him falls the full weight of the curious fact that the 

whole of the campaign has been so scientifically planned, so skillfully execut

ed, that t en thousand men , or about one in seven, died before they saw an 

5 enemy, and that the whole of these elaborate proceedings have served only 

to bring about a heiter skelter expedit ion into the Cr imea at the close of the 

season. There is nothing so pungent as this ve ry " i rony of even t s . " 

For all tha t the expedit ion may be successful. The allies almost deserve 

it, for nothing would hold up to greater contempt the way in which they have 

10 previously carried on the campaign. So m u c h fuss , such an expendi ture of 

caution, such a profusion of science, against an enemy who succumbs to an 

under taking which has for its end, not his destruct ion, but the preservat ion 

of their own a rmy; this would be the greatest condemnat ion the allies could 

pass upon themselves . But then, they are not ye t in Sevastopol . They have 

15 landed at Eupator ia and at Staroye Ukreplienie. Thence they have re

spectively fifty and twenty miles march to Sevastopol . Their heavy artillery 

is to be landed close to the latter place, to save the t rouble of land-carriage; 

the landing then is far from completed. The force of the Russians is not 

exactly known, but there is no doubt i t is large enough to allow them to be 

20 stronger than the allies on mos t points in the immediate vicinity of Sevas

topol. The hilly ground and the bay cutting into the land some ten miles deep , 

will force the allies to expand on a very long line as soon as they a t tempt 

to invest the fortress. To break their line cannot , with a determined com

mander , be a mat ter of great difficulty. We do not of course know wha t the 

25 land-defenses of the place a re ; but wha t we know of old Menchikoff, leads 

us to presume that he will not have lost his t ime. 

The first at tack, we are led to believe from sta tements in the British 

journals , and from the line of operat ions chosen by the allies, will be the fort 

commanding the town from a hill on the nor th side. This is called by the 

30 Russians Severnaya Krepos t , the Nor the rn For t . If this fort is anything like 

solidly constructed, it is capable of lengthy res is tance. It is a large square 

redoubt , const ructed upon Monta lember t ' s polygonal, or caponnière, 

system, the flanking defense being formed by a low casemated work lying 

at the bo t tom of the ditch in the middle of each side of the square, and 

35 sweeping the ditch both right and left. These works have the advantage of 

not being exposed to the direct fire of the enemy until he has come with his 

works to the very brink of the ditch. The proximity of this work to the main 

fortress allows it to be made use of offensively as a support and base for 

strong sorties, and altogether its p resence mus t force the allies to confine 

40 their main operat ions to the nor thern shore of the bay. 

But the experience of Bomarsund has taught us that nothing certain can 
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be said about Russian fortifications until they are actually put to the test . 

The chances of success for the Crimean expedit ion cannot , therefore , now 

be ascertained with any probability. But this much is pret ty certain, tha t if 

the operat ions should be of a protracted character , if the setting in of winter 

should cause a fresh irruption of sickness, if the t roops should be wasted 5 

in hurr ied and unprepared a t tacks , like those of the Russ ians against Silistria, 

the French army, and most likely the Turkish army, will re lapse into that state 

of dissolution which the former underwent at Varna , and the latter has more 

than once exhibited in Asia. The English are sure to hold together longer; 

bu t there is a point at which even the bes t disciplined t roops give way . This 10 

is the real danger for the allies, and if the Russian resis tance brings this state 

of things about , it mus t make a reëmbarkat ion before a victorious enemy a 

very hazardous thing. The expedition may very likely p rove successful; but 

on the o ther hand, i t may turn out a second Walcheren. 
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New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4211, 17. Oktober 1854 

The News from the Crimea. 

Our columns this morning are filled wi th the stirring news of sanguinary 

bat t les in the Crimea, including the capture of Sevastopol , the destruct ion 

of its principal forts and of a great par t of the Russian fleet, and the final 

5 surrender of Prince Menchikoff, and the remains of his defeated and more 

than decimated forces as pr isoners of war . If these repor ts a re strictly 

correct , for nearly forty years the world has witnessed no such gigantic 

b loodshed, nor any martial event pregnant wi th consequences so momen

tous . As to the correc tness of the news , tha t is a point on which some light 

10 may perhaps be th rown by carefully separating wha t we know officially and 

positively from what we have only from vague and uncer ta in sources. 

We must , then, distinguish the s ta tements into two classes—those relating 

to the bat t le of the Alma, fought on Sept. 20, and those announcing the 

capture of Sevastopol itself. According to the dispatches of Lord Raglan and 

15 Marshal St. Arnaud, the allied armies on the 20th s tormed the Russian in

t renched camp on the hights to the south of the river Alma, and forced the 

Russians to retreat . The British took two guns. The French , in their dispatch, 

ment ion no trophies at all. The F rench loss was about 1,400; British the same. 

The Russians were est imated at 45,000 to 50,000 men; their loss at 4,000 to 

20 6,000. These dispatches are evidently wri t ten in the full flush of a maiden 

victory. The 50,000 Russians present on the Alma contrast very strongly with 

the 45,000 t roops which were said to be the maximum of wha t w a s spread 

over the length and b read th of the Crimea. The two guns taken in an in

t renched camp, defended by a "numerous heavy art i l lery," look like very 

25 insignificant t rophies when it is considered tha t it is a lmost impossible to save 

guns ou t of field-fortifications when once carried. Still more ominous is 

Marshal St. Arnaud 's silence about the taking of guns by the French. Suppos

ing Menchikoff had actually concentra ted 45,000 to 50,000 men in the in

t renched camp on the Alma, wha t would i t p rove? Either that he had far more 
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t roops than was expected , being able to bring so many to the open field, or 

that the fortifications of Sevastopol were so weak on the land side that he 

could not hold the place, except by defeating the allies in the open field; or, 

thirdly, tha t he made a t remendous mistake in exposing his t roops to an open 

bat t le , and to the demoralisation consequent upon a decisive defeat . 5 

If we are to t rus t the earlier reports the Russian camp on the Alma 

mustered not more than 10,000 men. These might have been reënf orced, but 

to bring them up even to 25,000 or 30,000 men the Russ ians mus t have made 

considerable effort. With 50,000 men within easy reach of the Alma, or within 

fifteen miles of the place of landing, how are we to account for their not 10 

having pounced upon the allies in the very act of debarkat ion? 

The count ry be tween the Old For t , where the allies landed, and Sevastopol 

is intersected by th ree water-courses , forming, by their deep ravines , as many 

military posi t ions. The one nearest to Sevastopol is the Tshornaya , emptying 

itself into the eas tern end of the bay of Sevastopol . While F o r t Severnaya 15 

defends the nor thern shore of this bay, that rivulet, or ra ther its deeply-cut 

valley forms a sort of natural ditch on the east of the town. There , then , is 

naturally the last important position for the defense. T h e next r iver is the 

Ka t sha , running eas t and wes t a few miles to the nor th of Severnaya ; and 

again about twelve miles to the nor thward runs the Alma. Of the three lines 20 

of defense, in spite of tactical advantages which may exist , and which cannot 

be judged at this dis tance, i t is hardly to be supposed that the Russians should 

have chosen the first and the remotes t for a pi tched bat t le in which the fate 

of Sevastopol could have been decided. The absence of the main body of 

the allied cavalry, however , might have encouraged the Russians to send a 25 

strong corps into the intrenchments of the Alma, as their o w n momenta ry 

superiority in that a rm would secure them against flank movements of the 

hostile horse . The impossibility of making use of this arm w h e n once cooped 

up in Sevastopol may have acted as an inducement . 

The Russian defeat on the Alma becomes still more reduced in its tactical 30 

extent when more closely examined. The Russians are not fond of en

trenching themselves in open walls. They prefer, wherever they have t ime 

and intend furious resis tance, closed square redoubts . To save the artillery 

from such redoubts is impossible, as soon as the assault is actually carried 

through. But even f rom that class of works , technically known as lunet tes , 35 

open at the gorge, there is almost no chance of saving artillery in the face 

of a storming enemy. For , if the guns be wi thdrawn at the very moment of 

the assault , the defense deprives itself of its own weapon ; the ditch once 

crossed, who is to drag the guns from the embankments or the platform, who 

to re-limber them and drive off under the close fire of the enemy? " G u n s 40 

in en t renchments must be considered as lost when the en t renchments them-
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selves can no longer be held ; the only thing you can do is to sell them as dearly 

as possible"—says General Dufour in his Manual of Field Fortifications. The 

fact that the Russians lost but two guns is a proof that the camp was not 

defended to the last extremity, and that , perhaps , only one or two en-

5 t renchments were actually taken at the point of the bayonet . The remainder 

cannot have been defended with tha t arm, bu t must have been all bu t aban

doned, before the storming column were in the ditch. The retreat of the 

Russians appears to have been executed in good order ; their cavalry would 

pro tec t them, and the impossibility of bodies of allied cavalry rapidly cross-

10 ing the Alma and ravine, would give them an advantage. But then, the saving 

of almost all their artillery is a sufficient proof tha t they broke off the batt le 

before any great b low had th rown t h e m into disorder. 

This is all we know about the victory on the hights to the south of the Alma 

which was announced in England on the 1st inst. by the thunder of cannon 

15 and the ringing of bells, proclaimed at the Royal Exchange on Saturday 

evening, Sept. 30, at 10 o 'clock by the Lord Mayor , p receded by a t rumpeter 

sounding his bugle; cheered at the theaters , and registered by The London 

Times as the anticipated effect of the Archbishop of Canterbury ' s thanksgiv

ings prayer . Correspondents announce that Marshal St. Arnaud had been 

20 unable to mount on horseback. Histor ians relate the same of Napoleon at 

the battle of Water loo. The victory of the Alma was perhaps due to the same 

c i rcumstance as the defeat of Water loo. 

We come now to the class of more startling news referring to the capture 

of Sevastopol . The first announcement of this event [that] reached London 

25 from Buchares t by telegraph, is dated from the lat ter town, Sept. 28. It stated 

that Sevastopol had fallen into the hands of the allies after a combined at tack 

by sea and by land. It purpor ted to be derived in the first place from a French 

s teamer dispatched from Sevastopol to Constant inople with this intelligence, 

which s teamer was fallen in with by another F r ench s teamer en route for 

30 Varna . If t he capture of the for tresses took place on the 25th, as is asserted, 

the news could have reached Varna in the night from the 26th to the 27th, 

and could have been conveyed to Buchares t by noon on the 28th—the dis

tance be tween Varna and Buchares t being somewhat more than 100 miles, 

and generally t raversed by couriers in 24 hours . This was the news on which 

35 Bonapar te founded his address to the camp of Boulogne, which will be found 

in another column. But i t tu rns out that no courier arr ived at Buchares t before 

September 30. The second news of the fall of Sevastopol , which is at least 

within topographical probability, is only dated from Buchares t at the very 

day on which Bonapar te made his announcement . This telegraphic dispatch, 

40 received by the Austr ian Government at 6 P.M. on Oct. 1, and communicated 

to The Times by the Turkish Minister at L o n d o n on the 3d, is published by 
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the Moniteur of the same day, with the remark that " i t had been forwarded 

to the F rench Government by M. de Buoi , who had commanded M. de 

Hübne r to congratulate the French Emperor , in the n a m e of the Empero r 

of Austr ia , on the glorious success which had at tended the F rench arms in 

the Cr imea ." It should be observed that the value of this intelligence entirely 5 

res ts upon the verbal s ta tement of the courier sent from Constant inople to 

Omer Pasha , which courier, no t finding Omer Pasha a t Buchares t , s tar ted 

again for Silistria, where Omer Pasha then had his quar ters . According to 

the s ta tement of this courier , Sevastopol had been taken , 18,000 Russians 

killed, 22,000 m a d e pr isoners , For t Constant ine des t royed, the other forts 10 

with 800 guns captured, six Russian ships-of-war sunk, and Pr ince Menchi 

koff ret ired to the head of the bay, with the remainder of the squadron, 

declaring that he would blow them up rather t han make an uncondit ional 

surrender . The allies had allowed him six hours for considerat ion. Con

stantinople was to be illuminated for ten days 15 

After wha t we have witnessed of Russian fortifications at Aland, and after 

the success of the allies on the Alma, a surrender of Sevastopol within 

something like a fortnight offered strong probabili t ies. But w h o can think 

of an army of 50,000 men having had the good for tune to save a lmost all its 

artillery out of a lost bat t le , commanded by the mos t daring officer w h o has 20 

ye t appeared on the Russian side during this campaign, w h o can think of such 

an a rmy laying d o w n their arms after the first a t tack on the town? Never the 

less , this war has already offered such improbabüit ies and extraordinary 

features , tha t we must no t be reluctant to "march from surprise to surpr ise ," 

as Napoleon did at the receipt of Sebastiani 's d ispatches from Con- 25 

stantinople in 1807. The allies have done everything throughout the war to 

meet with an unprecedented disaster. Why should i t no t have pleased for tune 

to force upon them a t r iumph without compar ison? His tory , never wi thout 

a grain of i rony, perhaps desired to reserve to the world the curious t reat 

of lodging in a modes t tower of the Bosphorus that old Muscovi te Rodomonte 30 

who but a year ago left the capital of the dying man with the proud threat 

of swallowing up his empire . Wha t a bitter punishment for the p roud and 

arrogant Menchikoff, t he fomenter and beginner of the war , to re turn to 

Constant inople a prisoner! 

If this courier spoke truth, the history of the Cr imean campaign may be 35 

resumed in a very few words : On the 14th and 16th the a rmy landed at Old 

Fo r t wi thout meet ing res is tance; on the 19th i t marched ; on the 20th i t w o n 

the batt le of the Alma, and on the 25th captured Sevastopol . 

The nex t s teamer due from Liverpool is the Africa, which comes directly 

to this port , and does not touch at Halifax. We can hardly expect her to arrive 40 

before Fr iday, till when we cannot hope for absolute cer tainty on this mos t 
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interesting question. Meanwhile i t will probably be most fashionable to 

believe implicitly the whole story of this Turkish courier, and we hope that 

those who thus receive i t may not be taken down as much as our friend Louis 

Bonapar te was a t Boulogne on the same subject . Tha t imperial gent leman, 

5 as our readers may see by referring to another par t of this paper , proclaimed 

the intelligence at a review the other morning, in a ra ther melodramatic style, 

in the clear and positive words Sevastopol est prise. As he said this he , 

pe rhaps , appeared to himself a real Napoleon announcing a great victory to 

his t roops . Unfortunately for the nephew, the uncle never stood in need of 

10 announcing a victory: he fought his own bat t les , and his soldiers, who saw 

the enemy fly, required no confirmation. More unfortunately, the announce

ment of which Louis Bonapar te could not withhold had to be qualified in the 

evening by the Sous-Préfet of Boulogne, who placarded a s tatement tha t 

some dispatch had arrived stating the capture of Sevastopol , bu t that its 

15 correctness could not be vouched for. The Empero r of the French was thus 

corrected by his own Sous-Préfet of Boulogne ! It is a striking circumstance 

also, tha t the official journal of the F rench Government of Oct. 3, t h e latest, 

da te , contains no confirmation of the repor ted great event . Still i t may all 

prove t rue enough, and we wait with intense interest for positive in-

20 telligence. 
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The Sevastopol Hoax 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4215, 21. Oktober 1854 

The Sevastopol Hoax. 

" C a t c h a Tar ta r , " is an English proverb . I t happens that not only the English, 

but the F rench and Austr ians as well, have been caught by a Tartar . We may, 

pe rhaps , be pardoned for expressing a little satisfaction that The Tribune and 

those of its readers who carefully follow the course of the present campaign 5 

in the Crimea, were not caught with the rest . 

When the extraordinary story of the capture of Sevastopol first reached 

us , we endeavored to show, by an examination of the alleged channels of 

the intelligence, as well as on critical military grounds , tha t the victory of 

the Alma, however decisive it might have been, could scarcely have been 10 
followed in so close succession by the surrender of the object of the cam

paign. But we think we established, a t the same t ime, the fact that no very 

decisive victory had been gained at all by the allies, the Russians having 

retired in good order with all their guns. Last ly, we took particular care to 

point out how the whole s tatement , in so far as it exceeded the limits of the 15 
official repor t on the batt le of the Alma, rested exclusively on the verbal 

relation of a Tar tar sent to Omer Pasha with sealed dispatches . Thus we were 

fully prepared for receiving the news that the t r emendous "Fa l l of Sevas

topo l " was nothing bu t an imaginary exaggeration of the victory of the Alma, 

repor ted by a jocose Tar tar at Buchares t , announced by the melodramatic 20 
Louis Napoleon at Boulogne, and implicitly believed by that excellent speci

men of humani ty , t he English shopkeeper . The English press in general has 

proved a wor thy representat ive of that class, and it would seem that the very 

name of Sevastopol need only be pronounced in England to put everybody 

in a fool 's paradise . Perhaps our readers will recollect tha t at the close of 25 
t he last Parl iamentary session the destruct ion of Sevastopol was announced 

by L o r d John Russell to be in the plans of the English Government , which 

announcement , though in the same sitting duly recanted, kept the honorable 

members five hours in a fool 's paradise—to use the words of Mr . Disraeli , 
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ut tered on that occasion. The London Times has now writ ten no less than 

nine leaders , by actual count , all conceived, bona fide or mala fide, in this 

identical fool 's paradise ; all, as it would appear , only with a view to entrap 

Sir Charles Napier into a headlong at tack upon Cronstadt or Sweaborg. 

5 Affecting to be drunk with glory and flushed with success , tha t journal even 

proceeded to bombard—in imagination of course—the Prussian coasts on the 

Baltic, as well as King Bomba at Naples , and the Grand Duke of Tuscany, 

at Leghorn . In fact i t was ready to make war on all the world, not omitting 

" the rest of mankind," of course . 

10 The actual state of the land fortifications of Sevastopol is too little known 

to admit of any positive prognosticat ion as to how long that fortress may 

be able to hold out . The success on the Alma is an almost certain indication 

that the place will be taken, as i t must have raised the courage and spirit of 

the allied t roops , and will p rove a powerful prevent ive against sickness—the 

15 most dangerous enemy they have to deal with in the Crimea, and one which 

is repor ted to be already at work. But it is foolish to expect that the allies 

should walk into Sevastopol as they would into a coffee-house. 

After the great mystification of the conques t of the place, with its 30,000 

killed and wounded and 22,000 prisoners—a mystification whose like was 

20 never known in all the history of hoaxes—it would be natural to expect that 

the real official documents would at least possess the merit of affording clear 

and positive information as far as they go. Still the repor t published in 

London on the 5th of October in an extraordinary number of The Gazette, 

and copied in our columns this morning, is , after all, no t free from ambiguous 

25 expressions. Indeed, it is most open to criticism—a circumstance which must 

be ascribed to its proceeding from Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, one of the 

Palmerston school of diplomacy. This dispatch, in the first place, purports 

to have been sent to England from Buchares t on the 30th of September at 

3V2 P.M., while Lord Redcliffe dates i t from Constant inople on the 30th at 

30 9V2 P .M.; so that the dispatch purports to have been actually received at 

Buchares t six hours before it was sent off from Constant inople . In the second 

place, the dispatch omits all ment ion of wha t passed in the Crimea be tween 

the 20th and 28th of September , telling us that " the allied armies established 

their basis of operat ions at Balaklava on the morning of the 28th, and were 

35 preparing to march wi thout delay to Sevastopol . The Agamemnon (with 

Admiral Lyons) and other vessels of war were in the Bay of Balaklava. There 

were facilities there for disembarking the bat ter ing t ra in ." Assuming this 

dispatch to be exact , t he English press has naturally concluded that the allied 

armies had passed the Belbek and Severnaya, forced the hights a t the back 

40 of the Bay of Sevastopol , and penet ra ted in a straight line to the Bay of 

Balaklava. We have here to observe that , on military grounds , i t is incon-
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ceivable that an army in possession of the hights commanding Sevastopol 

should quietly descend from them on the other side, in order to march to 

a bay e leven miles distant, for no other purpose than to "es tabl ish a base 

of opera t ions . " On the other hand, i t is quite conceivable that Admiral L y o n s 

should go around Cape Chersonese with a port ion of the fleet for the purpose 5 

of securing a harbor of refuge, at once close to Sevastopol and adapted to 

the debarkat ion of the siege artillery, which, we have always contended, had 

not before been landed. The guns, of course , would not be landed without 

a protect ing force, which may have been either de tached from the main body 

of the army after landing at Old For t , or may consist of a por t ion of the 10 

reserve shipped from Constantinople and Varna. 

The new dispatch further states that "Pr ince Menchikoff was in the field 

at the head of 20,000 men, expecting reënforcements . " Hence the English 

papers conclude that the Russians must have lost 25,000 to 30,000 m e n in 

the combats be tween Sept. 20 and 28, assuming with L o r d Raglan that they 15 

were from 45,000 to 50,000 strong in the batt le of the Alma. We have pre

viously stated our prima facie disbelief in these numbers , and have never 

allowed more than about 25,000 men to Prince Menchikoff, disposable for 

field operat ions, and in this i t turns out that we were within the mark of the 

Russian s ta tements . 20 

The dispatch next proceeds to state that " the fortified place of Anapa has 

been burned by the Russians. Its garrison was marching to the scene of 

ac t ion." We cannot believe this news to be t rue. If Prince Menchikoff expects 

any reënforcements at all to reach him in t ime, they can do so much bet ter 

from Perekop than from Anapa , which is nearly two hundred miles distant; 25 

if none could be expected by him from the former place, i t would have been 

mos t foolish, by calling up the garrison of Anapa , on the o ther side of the 

Black Sea, to sacrifice in addition to Sevastopol the last stronghold upon the 

Caucasus . It will be seen, then , that with all the " informat ion" of this official 

dispatch, we are still sent back to the battle of the Alma as the chief event 30 

whose authentici ty must be admitted. Of this event , however , the details are 

also still wanting, and the Duke of Newcast le has now warned the British 

public that they mus t not expect to receive them before Monday , Oct . 9 . All 

tha t we have learned, in addition to the official repor t by telegraph from L o r d 

Raglan, amounts to this : That the hero of the L o n d o n pawn-shop , Marshal 35 

St. Arnaud, was " ind isposed" on the day of battle—(who ever heard the like 

of other heroes?)—that Lord Raglan had the chief command , that the English 

loss was not 1,400 but 2,000, including 96 officers, and that already six 

s teamers wi th wounded had arrived at Constant inople. 

The movements of Omer Pasha ' s army, which is directed from Buchares t 40 

and Wallachia, by way of Rustchuk, Silistria and Oltenitza, to the coas t of 
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the Black Sea, appear to confirm the repor t tha t the allied commanders in 

the Crimea have asked for reënf o rcements . But this re t reat of the Turks from 

Wallachia may also be attr ibuted to Austr ia 's desire to keep them from every 

road in the direction of Bessarabia, except the impract icable one through the 

5 Dobrodja. 

In the enormous credulity of which the English public have given us such 

imposing proofs , i t deserves to be noted that the London Exchange was very 

little caught by the general enthusiasm, the rise in the funds having never 

exceeded 5 / 8 per cent . At Paris , however , t he ren tes rose immediately IV2 per 

10 cent. , a rise which, after all, is insignificant w h e n compared with the rise of 

10 per cent, after the defeat of Water loo. Thus the hoax, if, as is possible, 

i t was invented for commercial purposes , has al together failed to realize the 

great resul ts its authors must have counted on. 
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The Sevastopol Hoax—General News 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4215, 21.Oktober 1854 

The Sevastopol Hoax—General News. 

Correspondence of the N .Y . Tr ibune. 

London , Fr iday, Oct . 6, 1854. 

It is impossible to describe the exci tement and suspense of the English during 

the week. On Saturday last the dispatch about the victory of the Alma was 5 

proclaimed by the Lord Mayor before the Exchange , with the sound of the 

t rumpet ; bu t the unauthent icated news of the fall of Sevastopol spread all 

over the country. All the world was taken in. Napoleon announced it to his 

a rmy at Boulogne, the English and French papers conta ined leaders on the 

happy event , the Emperor of Austr ia congratulated the Empero r and the 10 
Queen upon their success , but cautiously did not ment ion Sevastopol ; bon

fires were lighted, and the cannon boomed. We soon obtained the dispatch 

which originated all this joy and exultation; and indeed i t p roved to proceed 

from a very suspicious source. A Tartar—that is ' to say, a Turkish p o s t m a n -

had arrived at Buchares t with dispatches from Constant inople for Omer 15 

Pasha , which, as the General was absent , had to be sent to him unopened— 

therefore we don ' t know their contents . But the pos tman related that a t his 

depar ture from Constant inople the town was illuminated, and that orders 

were given to continue the illumination for ten days . He concluded, there

fore, tha t Sevastopol was taken, and gave just such details as a Turkish or 20 

London pos tboy could give in a pothouse . He ment ioned 18,000 Russians 

killed, bu t only 200 guns taken, though the forts contain above 500 guns; 

22,000 Russians were of course pr isoners , since i t was known tha t the garri

son amounted to about 40,000. The fleet was first t aken ; then again a port ion 

of it was destroyed, and Prince Menchikoff was on the point of blowing 25 

himself up wi th the remainder , etc. , e tc . But i t remained ra ther curious that 

such an important event had not been communicated by L o r d Redcliffe to 
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the Consul at Buchares t , and that no dispatch had reached the French 

Government . Still, the news was too good not to be believed, and accordingly 

it was believed. N e x t day, it is t rue , there arrived a repor t from St. Petersburg 

mentioning a dispatch of Prince Menchikoff of the 26th, which showed that 

5 after the battle of the Alma he was retreating toward Sympheropol . Still the 

papers believed that i t was a misprint, and that the real date of the dispatch 

was the 20th, ra ther than to give up the agreeable delusion of the fall of 

Sevastopol at the first onset. To-day, however , has brought the English 

public to reason; the miraculous capture of a great fortress without a siege 

10 proves to have been a cruel hoax, which will make the papers more cautious 

in future. 

In Spain dis turbances have taken place not only in Malaga, where the 

Republican party, as I remarked in my last letter, is very strong, but even 

in Logroño, where Espar te ro resided for many years ; and in Jaen , the tele-

15 graph adds , that a Republican conspiracy has been discovered, and that the 

Infant Don Enr ique, the brother of the idiotic husband of the Queen , has been 

exiled to the Balearic Is lands. Still the exci tement about Sevastopol is so 

great that nobody pays attention to Spain. 

In Denmark the Diet was opened on the 2d. The royal speech from the 

20 throne breathes defiance to the Assembly. It was received by hisses and by 

hear ty cheers for the Consti tution. The Frankfort Journal rei terates the 

s tatement that the allied powers have resolved to reconsider the famous 

treaty of the 8th of May, 1852, by which the succession to the Danish throne 

was eventually made over to the Emperor of Russia. Urquhar t has not ceased 

25 to bring this discreditable piece of European diplomacy before the public 

over and over again, and his endeavors seem now at last to have succeeded. 

The object of this movement , if there be anything in the rumor , is simply 

by reopening the quest ion to get Prussia, who dissented from that protocol , 

to ally herself with the wes te rn powers . I t is wor thy of note that Palmers ton 

30 called the protocol , like the treaty of 1840, measures against Russia, while 

its suspension is now to be considered as an act of hostility toward Russia. 

Austria is repor ted to have sent a no te to St. Petersburg, offering once more 

the four conditions as the basis of peace , and declaring that the refusal of 

the Czar to accept t hem will be taken for a casus belli by Francis Joseph. 

35 This is one of the results of the victories in the Crimea. 

The following observat ions on a recent article in The Economist are taken 

from the t rade circular of Messrs . Smith & Charles: 

"Of all the announcements or intimations that have appeared since the war 

began, that put forth on Saturday last by The Economist is by far the most 

40 important in a Russo-commercial point of view. It must be borne in mind 

that this weekly journal is the property of one of the Secretaries to the 
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Treasury (Mr. Wilson) and hence the remarks to which we are about to draw 
attention may be regarded as semi-official. Having explained the course of 

exchange in Petersburg, and shown that, as a consequence of our t rade with 

Prussia, British gold must necessarily be furnished by this count ry to Russia 

for its belligerent purposes ; having stated that this was all foreseen by our 5 

Government , but that they considered such a state of things the lesser of two 

evils, The Economist p roceeds to say, that after the fall of Sevastopol 'we 

shall be in undis turbed possession of the Black Sea and its shores , and 

mas ters of the Danube . But in the meantime Russia may take a pos ture which 

we can never by our a rms reach, in the hope of wearying the pat ience of 10 

England, as in such a pos ture Russia can only be reached by her t rade , and 

it may b e c o m e a quest ion whether our national interests will not dictate 

before long a different policy from that we have hi therto followed. We shall 

find that we blockade the por ts in vain, so long as our p roduce finds a ready i 

marke t through neighboring countr ies ; so long as we permit Pruss ia to profit 15 

so much by being the medium through which our b lockade of Russian shores 

can be so easily evaded, e tc If, therefore, considerat ions of general policy 

shall render i t needful again to consider the quest ion of the extent to which 

the blockade shall be enforced and the t rade restr icted by land as well as 

by sea, ' e tc . The Economist concludes with a most solemn warning, saying: 20 

' I t will be well for those who are disposed to engage in such hazardous 

undertakings (as supplying the Russians with capital to purchase goods in 

the winter , to be forwarded to this country next year) to consider that i t may 

be found needful to pursue a very different policy in the second year of a 

Russian campaign, from that which was wisest and best in the first. ' We need 25 

hardly point out that the upshot of all this (and we strongly r ecommend our 

friends carefully to consider the entire article) is, tha t the Allied Powers have : 

determined—as the only way of bringing the war to a close—to prohibit the 

overland traffic next year ; and to prevent capitalists from embarking in a 

t rade which will then be prohibited, the Government has very considerately 30 

allowed one of the Secretaries of the Treasury to make known their in- | 

tent ions in sufficient t ime to prevent the serious consequences to our mer- j 
chants which would otherwise ensue . On Saturday the tallow marke t was I 
quiet at a shade under Fr iday 's prices. It is probable tha t bu t for the article [ 

in The Economist, to which we have drawn attention, our marke t would have 35 j 
declined to-day in consequence of the news from Sevastopol , there being 

an opinion that the fall of this important fortress is likely to bring the Emperor j 
to te rms . Our opinion is the very reverse , and that the ca tas t rophe in quest ion I 
is calculated only to excite the exasperat ion of the Czar , and to lead him to j. 

seek revenge in some other direction. It is quite certain that until he is 40 | 

compelled to fly from his own great cities he may consider himself not utterly 

I 
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beaten , and he has too much at stake to give in until he is driven to the u tmost 

extremity. We therefore look on this war as one which may be protracted 

through many years , unless the course intimated by The Economistas likely 

to be adopted by the allies is actually pu t in fo rce . " 

5 The Moniteur of the 5th Oct. announces that Barbes, for the last three 

years a prisoner at Belle-île, has been set at l iberty wi thout condition by 

order of Bonapar te on account of a letter in which he expresses anxious 

feelings of hope for the success of Decembris t civilization against Muscovi te 

civilization, the former of which, by the way , has recent ly manifested itself 

10 at Athens by reproducing the days of June , 1849—the F rench soldateskathere 

seizing an " o b n o x i o u s " newspaper editor, burning his books and let ters , and 

throwing him into prison. F r o m this moment Barbes has ceased t o be one 

of the revolut ionary chiefs of F rance . By declaring his sympathies for the 

F rench arms in whatever cause , and under whatever command they may be 

15 employed, he has irretrievably associated himself with the Muscovi tes them

selves, sharing their indifference as to the object of their campaigns. Barbes 
and Blanqui have long shared the real supremacy of revolut ionary F rance . 

Barbes never ceased to calumniate and th row suspicion upon Blanqui as in 

connivance wi th the Government . The fact of his letter and of Bonapar te ' s 

20 order decides the quest ion as to who is the man of the Revolution and who 

not . 
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The Battle of the Alma 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4219, 26.Oktober 1854 

The Battle of the Alma. 

The official accounts of the batt le of the Alma have finally arr ived, and the 

dispatches of the commanders , the reports of English journalists who were 

present , and of several naval officers, are given at great length in our columns 

this morning, confirming in every important respect the conclusions we drew 5 

from the first telegraphic repor ts of the action. The following are the facts 

as they appear to have occurred: 

Abou t three miles from the coast , the river Alma makes a bend so as to 

form a crescent , the two horns of which point toward the Nor th . The southern 

side of the river, generally formed by cliffs about 300 feet high, here offers 10 

an amphitheater sloping down, more or less gently, toward the s tream. This 

slope, supported on the right and left by abrupt high cliffs forming the edges 

of the plateau, was selected by the Russians as their position. If repulsed, 

their superior cavalry could always cover the re t reat on the level ground of 

the plateau, which also offered almost everywhere facilities for carrying off 15 

the artillery. On a sort of ter race midway between the plateau and the valley 

of the river, the Russians had placed their main body of infantry, protected, 

on the left, by the steep cliffs, considered impracticable, and on the right by 

equally s teep cliffs, by a redoubt on the ter race , and a heavy enfilading 

bat tery on the commanding hights. Admiral Hamelin maintains that this 20 

bat tery was mounted with twelve 32-pounders, but how such heavy ordnance 

could have been carried off during the retreat , as i t mos t assuredly w a s , 

remains a secret to be explained by that officer. The ground in front of the 

Russian posit ion, intersected by vineyards and rocks , was favorable to the 

defense, and rendered still more difficult by abattis and other artificial 25 

obstacles , which, however , from the want of wood in the country , cannot 

have been very formidable. On the high plateau, behind and on both flanks 

of the Russ ians , were placed their reserves and cavalry. In front, their 

skirmishers extended beyond the river Alma, occupying the villages of Alma 

and Bourliouk. 30 
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Against this strong posit ion the allies advanced on the 20th; the French 

had the right, the English the left wing. Ear ly in the morning the F rench sent 

Gen. Bosque t ' s division (the 2d) with eight Turkish battal ions along the sea

shore to climb the cliffs on that side, under the protect ion of the guns of the 

5 s teamers , and thus to tu rn the Russian left. The English were to execute 

a similar movement against the enemy ' s right. They , however , could not be 

protected by ships, and had the principal mass of the enemy ' s cavalry against 

t h e m on the plateau, so that this par t of the plan of a t tack was not executed. 

The French , under Bosquet , in the meant ime succeeded in climbing the rocky 

10 edge of the plateau, and while the Russian t roops on this elevation were 

shelled by the heavy guns of the s teamers , the third F rench division under 

Prince Napoleon advanced in front against the Russian left. Fur ther off, the 

Russian center and right were at tacked by the English. N e x t to Prince 

Napoleon ' s came the second English division under Sir De Lacy Evans , the 

15 commander of the British Legion in Spain during the Carlist War . He was 

supported by Gen. England, (3d division,) while the ex t reme left wing of the 

allies was formed by the British light division under Sir G. Brown, supported 

by the division of Guards under the Duke of Cambridge. The reserve (4th di

vision, Sir G. Cathcar t , and cavalry division, Ear l of Lucan,) maneuvered in 

20 the rear of the left to prevent any outflanking a t tempts of the enemy. 

The batt le appears to have been distinguished by the feature, that its first 

phase—that of skirmishing along the whole line, while the real decisive 

maneuvers are carried on behind this covering curtain—was very much 

shortened. The position of the Russians was , indeed, so clearly defined, and 

25 their powerful artillery so placed, that any lengthened skirmishing would 

have not only been useless to the allies bu t posit ively damaging. The French 

appear to have had to expose themselves for a while to this galling fire, the 

English being the last in line; but , this once carried out, the French columns 

and the English extended line advanced steadily into the difficult ground 

30 before them, dislodged the Russians from the villages of Alma and Bourliouk, 

(the latter of which was burned by the retreating force, so as to prevent its 

being used as shelter by the allies,) passed the r iver and pressed up the hights 

wi thout any unnecessary formalities. He re the combat on many points of 

the ground, in the v ineyards , among the rocks and abatt is , par took of the 

35 character of the batt les be tween Verona and Castiglione in 1848. No regular 

advance was possible; a thick, irregular cloud of skirmishers, most ly acting 

independent ly, worked their way up to the first t e r race , where the Russian 

lines awaited them. In the meant ime, Gen. Bosque t succeeded in establishing 

one of his brigades on the plateau, whence he menaced the Russian left; a 

40 brigade of the fourth division (Forey 's) was sent to his assis tance, while 

Forey ' s second brigade supported Napoleon ' s division. Thus the F rench 
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made good a posit ion by which the Russian left was seriously compromised. 

On the Russian right, Sir George Brown took the Russ ian redoubt—the key 

of that par t of their posit ion on the te r race ; and though an advance of the 

Russian reserve from the hights for a moment dislodged him, an a t tack of 

the Highlanders (Cambridge's division) finally secured the possess ion of this 5 

work . Thus the left wing of the Russians was turned, and their right wing 

was broken. The center , completely engaged along its front, could only bea t 

a re t reat up the slope toward the plateau, which, once reached , they found 

themselves secure from any serious at tack by the p resence of their cavalry 

and horse-arti l lery, in a country eminently adapted for the employment of 10 

these two arms. Never the less , some disorder must have reigned for a while 

on their left w h e n out-flanked by Bosquet ; the F rench repor t s are unanimous 

as to that point, and the fact that Menchikoff 's carriage here fell into the 

hands of the F rench , fully proves it. On the other hand, the carrying off of 

all their artillery, even of the heavy siege-guns in the ba t te ry on the right, 15 

(the F rench took no guns , the English but three , and those probably dis

mounted) proves the great order in which the retreat , generally speaking, was 

executed , as well as the wise resolution of Menchikoff, to break off the 

struggle as soon as the scales had turned against him. 

The bravery of the allied t roops appears to have been very great. There 20 

are few examples of a batt le consisting, like this, of an almost uninterrupted, 

slow bu t s teady advance , and offering none of the vicissi tudes and incidents 

which give such a dramatic interest to most other great bat t les . This single 

fact is sufficient to prove at least a considerable numerical superiority on 

the part of the allies, and to show that the allied Generals in their repor ts 25 

have far overrated the strength of the Russ ians . We shall recur to this 

presently. 

The generalship of the allies was good, bu t shows more confidence in the 

valor of their t roops and the assistance of the fleet than in the inventive 

capacit ies of the Generals themselves . It was , so to say, a plain, homely sort 30 

of bat t le , of a purely tactical nature , desti tute in a rare degree of all strategical 

features . The flank maneuver of Bosquet was a very natural concept ion, and 

well executed by the African soldiers, who had been taught how to do such 

work in the defiles of the Atlas . The British b roke the Russ ian right by 

unsophist icated hard fighting, facilitated, very likely, by good regimental and 35 

brigade maneuver ing; bu t the monotony of the British advance in two suc

cessive long lines was broken by the obstacles of the ground alone, not by 

grand maneuvers intended to mislead or surprise the enemy. 

Prince Menchikoff had well selected his position. He does not, however , 

appear to have made all the use of his cavalry he might have done. W h y was 40 

there no cavalry on the left, to precipitate Bosquet ' s isolated brigade down 

524 



The Battle of the Alma 

the cliffs again as soon as it a t tempted to form? The breaking off of the batt le , 

the disengaging his t roops from fire, the carrying off of his artillery, and the 

re t reat in general , appear to have been carried out in a highly creditable style, 

and do more honor to his generalship than the victory does to that of the 

5 allied generals . 

As to the forces engaged, the allies had under fire three F rench and four 

English divisions, beside their artillery, leaving one F rench and one English 

division and all the cavalry, in rese rve , bes ides eight Turkish bat tal ions, 

which were sent to support Bosquet , bu t arr ived after the close of the action. 

10 N o w , the F rench having left stronger de tachments and suffered greater 

losses a t Varna than the British, the divisions may be considered almost equal 

on the day of the battle—the F rench about 6,000, the British about 5,500 

strong, each. This would give an infantry force actually engaged of 

40,000 infantry, wi th a reserve of about 16,000 men , including the Turks , 

15 which appears to agree with the s tatements as to the force of the expedition, 

deducting for the sick and for de tachments . The Russians are stated by 

Marshal St. Arnaud to have mustered two divisions of the line, the 16th and 

17th, with two brigades of reserve , (soldiers on furlough, recalled to duty,) 

the 14th and 13th, bes ide the 6th battal ion of rifles. This force would comprise 

20 forty-nine battal ions if the brigades had the full number of bat tal ions. Eve ry 

battal ion counting 700 men (they have never mustered stronger in this war, 

al though in the Hungar ian war they were fifty m e n stronger,) would give a 

total of 34,300 men. But the above are about as many regular land t roops 

as we knew to be in and about Sevastopol , and i t is mos t likely tha t five or 

25 six battal ions at least were left behind as a garrison in that fortress. This 

would bring the Russians to a strength of 30,000 infantry, which m a y have 

been about the correct number . Their cavalry is said to have mustered 

6,000 sabres , bu t of course a good number of them were mere Cossacks . This 

marked superiority of the allies deprives the victory of that excessive glory 

30 which, as our readers will see in our extracts from the English papers , it is 

a t tempted to a t tach to it. The bravery appears to have been equal on bo th 

s ides; and certainly the allied generals , were they ever so flushed with vic

tory, never thought of marching into Sevastopol after their success , without 

any further delay or opposit ion, banners flying and bands playing. 

35 The result of the batt le , though morally great for the allies, can hardly 

produce any profound dejection in the Russian army. It is a re t reat like that 

of Lü tzen or Bautzen; and if Menchikoff, from his flanking posit ion at Bakshi 

Sarai, unders tands as well how to draw the allies after him as Blücher did 

before the battle of the Katzbach , they may yet learn that such fruitless 

40 victories are of no great use to the gainer. Menchikoff is yet in force at their 

rear , and till they have defeated him a second t ime and entirely driven him 
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away, he will still be formidable. Almost everything now will depend upon 

the arrival of reënforcements of the allied reserve on one hand, and of the 

Russ ian t roops from Perekop, Ker t sh and Anapa on the other . Whoever is 

first the stronger, may strike a great blow. But Menchikoff has this advantage 

that he can at any t ime elude an at tack by falling back , while the allies are 5 

tied to the spot where are their dépôts , camps and parks . 

For the moment , Sevastopol , though invested on one side, appears safe, 

the superiori ty of the Allies not being marked enough to make front in two 

directions. But should their reserve of 20,000 men arrive sooner than Men-

chikoff 's supports,—as appears almost certain from our dispatch by the 10 

Niagara, received last night by telegraph from Halifax—a few days may 

decide much. A place like Sevastopol , if once seriously and vigorously 

at tacked, cannot be expected to hold out a fortnight against open t renches . 

The reserve had all sailed from Varna and should have arrived by the 4th 

or 5th, though our Halifax dispatch does not ment ion their arrival; at any 15 

ra te before the 16th or 18th, therefore, Sevastopol can hardly be expected 

to fall. There are chances that an active campaign in the open field might 

prolong its holding out for some t ime longer; but unless Menchikoff, with 

his moveable army in the rear of the allies, should gain some important 

advantage in the field, or unless sickness decimates the allied t roops , it must 20 

certainly fall. But we may be sure, from the preparat ions and temper of the 

Russians that i t will not be taken without despera te res is tance, and terrible 

b loodshed; the sanguinary details of the battle on the Alma will certainly be 

exceeded in their kind by those of the storm and capture of Sevastopol . 
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The Military Power of Russia. 

We may safely leave J o h n Bull and Jacques B o n h o m m e , for a while, to then-

rejoicings at t h e "glorious v ic tory" of t h e Alma and their anticipations of 

the fall of Sevastopol . T h e war on t h e D a n u b e and in t h e Crimea, whatever 

5 importance it may have in t h e eyes of t h e allies and of the united Middle Class 

Liberalism of E u r o p e , has very little weight, as far as Russia is concerned. 

The center of gravity of that country is in no wise affected by its possible 

resul ts ; while a defeat in the Cr imea and forced re t reat of the allies would 

cripple their land operat ions for a considerable t ime, and give t h e m a moral 

10 check to recover from which would require their u t m o s t exert ions. 

S o m e authent ic repor t s of the distribution and late m o v e m e n t s of the 

Russ ian forces have lately c o m e to hand, and i t may be well to sum t h e m 

up in order to show how little, comparat ively speaking, of the Russ ian force 

is as yet engaged, and what the remainder is expected to perform. As is well 

15 known, the Russian army consists, as nearly as c a n be stated, of the following 

bodies : 

I . T h e G r a n d Active Army— 

2 corps of élite, Guards and Grenadiers , containing 76 battalions, 

92 squadrons , 228 guns. 

20 6 corps of the line, 300 bat tal ions, 192 squadrons , 672 guns. 

3 Cavalry corps , , 176 squadrons , 96 guns. 

Total , 376 battal ions, 460 squadrons , 996 guns. 

II . Special C o r p s -

Finland corps , 12 battal ions. 

25 Orenburg corps , 10 battal ions. 

Siberian corps , 15 battal ions. 

Caucasian corps , 55 bat tal ions, 10 squadrons , 180 guns. 

Reserve Caucasian corps , 36 bat tal ions, 2 squadrons,—guns. 

Caucasian line, 47 battalions,—squadrons—guns. 

30 Total , 175 bat tal ions, 12 squadrons , 180 guns . 
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I I I . Cossacks and other Irregulars— 

Abou t 700 squadrons , 32 battalions, and 224 guns. 

IV. Reserves— 

1. Abou t 50 battal ions of Interior Guards , bes ides invalids, penal com

panies, 77. 5 

2. Rese rve of the grand army, or 4th, 5th and 6th bat tal ions of Guards 

and Grenadiers , 5th and 6th battal ions of the line, viz: th ree battal ions 

for 24 regiments , and two battalions each for 72 regiments , or in all, 

216 battal ions. 

As all the reserves are called in and fully organized, so far, tha t the forma- 10 
tion of the 7th and 8th battalions of each regiment has been commenced out 

of the lately decreed levy of 300,000 men, the above 216 battal ions may be 

comprised in the grand total , which would give 726 bat tal ions, 472 squadrons 

of regular, 700 squadrons of irregular cavalry, and considerably above a 

thousand guns. The organization of the reserves for cavalry and artillery not 15 

being well known out of Russia, they are not included in the above . 

This array, fortunately, looks more formidable than i t really is. F rom it 

we must deduct , to arrive at the number of t roops actually available for a 

Eu ropean war , the Siberian corps , the Internal Guard, and at least one-half 

of the Cossacks ; thus leaving available about 650 bat tal ions, 472 squadrons 20 

of regular and 350 squadrons of irregular cavalry, wi th about 1,200 guns. 

These t roops may be est imated, at a very low figure, at 520,000 infantry, 

62,000 cavalry, and 30,000 Cossacks , or rather more than 600,000 together, 

spread on the long line from the Caspian along the Black Sea and Baltic to 

the White Sea. 25 

Since the beginning of the war with Turkey, the following t roops have been 

successively engaged against the allies on the southern frontier of the 

empire : 

1. The 3d, 4th and 5th corps of the line, with some of their reserves , which 

are , however , mostly still on the march. 30 

2. The whole of the three Caucasian corps . 

3. The two divisions (two-thirds) of the first corps of the line, without 

reserves . 

4. A port ion of the third cavalry corps (dragoons) in the Crimea. 

This makes a total of about 240,000 men, before entering on the campaign, 35 

bu t now reduced to 184,000 men at the outside, of w h o m 84,000 may be taken 

as the strength of the army in Bessarabia , 54,000 in the Crimea, or marching 

toward it, and 46,000 in the Caucasus . On the Baltic there were , up to the 

end of August : 

528 



Notizen von Marx über das Absenden e iniger Artikel an d ie 

„New-York T r i b u n e " im Oktober und N o v e m b e r 1854 



The Military Power of Russia 

5 

The re were in Poland, or marching for it: 

10 

Making all together about 575,000 men , which , with the Orenburg Corps , 

15 (at Astrakhan,) the Reserve Cavalry Corps , and the de tachments of the White 

Sea and o thers , comes up to the number stated before of the grand total. Of 

the t roops in Poland, about 30,000 were on the march, about 20,000 garr isoned 

Warsaw, about 100,000 occupied the right bank of the Vistula, in the late 

Kingdom of Poland, and about 80,000 remained as a reserve in Volhynia and 

20 Podolia, on the Bug and Dniester. Thus the main bulk of the Russian army, 

and among them the c rack regiments of Guards and Grenadiers , was con

centrated on a line from St. Petersburg to Chotyn, or along the wes te rn 

frontier of the Empire . But these positions did not appear significant enough. 

The Grenadiers left Revel , to be replaced by a division of Guards , and with 

25 the other two divisions of Guards marched off to Poland, the latter four 

battal ions or regiments strong, leaving only the 5th and 6th battalions in 

Petersburg. Thus the army of the Wes t was increased to above 270,000 men, 

and the greater port ion of the three Reserve Cavalry Corps , which have as 

yet not been engaged at all, are marched off to join them; this will bring the 

30 army of the Wes t to some 300,000 men. 

N o w the posit ions are changed. The 100,000 men , occupying the south

eastern port ion of the Kingdom of Poland, have crossed the Vistula and taken 

up a posit ion along the Austr ian frontier. The 80,000 m e n have advanced from 

Volhynia into Poland, and cont inue the line along tha t frontier. Guards , 

35 Grenadiers—possibly the cavalry corps , when they arrive—take a central 

position to the rear. During the winter more t roops can be spared from the 

ice-bound Baltic. By M a y the new levies, forming the 7th and 8th or new 

battal ions of the different regiments , or 192 battal ions in all, (130,000 to 

140,000 men,) will be so far drilled as to replace them. There is no doubt , 

40 then, that Nicholas cares comparat ively little wha t happens to the south of 

his Empire , so long as he can concentra te above 300,000 m e n in the splendid 

531 

Men. 
The remainder of the Grenadiers and their reserves 55,000 
The 1st and 2d Corps and their reserves 120,000 
Cossacks and cavalry of different corps 30,000 
Various reserves 25,000 
Total 230,000 
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In Finland, the reserve of the 6th Corps 16,800 
The Finnish Corps 12,000 
The Guards and their reserves 66,800 
Of the Grenadier Corps at Revel 10,000 
Total 105,600 
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strategical posit ion of Poland. And a splendid position it is . Driven in like 

a wedge be tween Prussia and Austria, it outflanks both, while it is protected 

by the strongest means of resistance which art and nature combined can 

produce . Napoleon knew the military importance of the count ry inclosed by 

the Vistula and its affluents. He made it his ba se of operat ions for the 5 

campaign of 1807, until he took Dantzic . But he neglected permanent ly to 

fortify it, and paid dearly for it after the retreat of 1812. T h e Russ ians , espe

cially since 1831, have done what their predecessors in power omit ted to do . 

Modlin, (Novo-Georgievsk,) Warsaw, Ivangorod, Brzesc Li tewski form a 

system of fortifications stronger, in its strategical combinat ion, than any 10 

other in the world. This system offers a position in which a bea ten a rmy may 

defy double its numbers as long as it has plenty to ea t ; and to cut off a whole 

country from all communicat ions is a thing that has not yet been a t tempted. 

This whole complex system of fortresses, says a German military writer who 

knows the country , indicates even more an aggressive than a defensive spirit. 15 

I t is planned not so m u c h to maintain the ground on which i t s tands as to 

serve as a base for offensive at tacks toward the west . 

A n d there are people who believe that Nicholas will sue for peace if 

Sevastopol be taken! Why, Russia has not played one-third of her t rumps 

yet , and the momenta ry loss of Sevastopol and of the fleet is hardly felt at 20 

all by the giant to whom Sevastopol and the fleet were bu t a plaything. Russia 

knows full well that her decisive action does not lie along the sea shores or 

within reach of debarking t roops ; but on the contrary , on the broad interior 

of the Continent , where massive armies can be brought to act concentra ted 

on one spot, without frittering away their forces in a fruitless coas t defense 25 

against evanescent enemies . Russia may lose the Crimea, the Caucasus , 

Finland, St. Petersburg and all such appendages; but as long as her body , 

wi th Moscow for its heart , and fortified Poland for its sword-arm, is un

touched , she need not give in an iota. 

The grand actions of 1854 are , we dare say, but the pet ty pre ludes of the 30 

bat t les of nat ions which will mark the annals of 1855. It is not until t he great 

Russian army of the west , and the Austrian army come into play, no mat ter 

whether against each other or with each other, that we shall see real war on 

a large scale, something like the grand wars of Napoleon. And , pe rhaps , these 

bat t les may be the preludes merely of other bat t les far more fierce, far more 35 

decisive—the batt les of the European peoples against the now victorious and 

secure European despots . 
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The Siege of Sevastopol. 

N e x t to the batt le of the Alma, the principal achievement ot the Allies in the 

Crimea has been Lord Raglan 's famous f lank march from the Alma to 

Balaklava, by which he changed the apparent object of the campaign from 

5 the capture and occupat ion of Sevastopol to a coup de main against a por

tion,—and the weaker port ion, too,—of the fortifications, including, of course , 

the destruct ion of the Russian fleet, dockyards and arsenals , but involving 

the withdrawal of the allied forces as soon as this object should be attained. 

Tha t such must be the case , was plain, from the entire movement in question. 

10 It was an abandonment of the idea of at tacking the nor thern front of the 

for t ress , which is the commanding front, where alone an a t tack could really 

be decisive; and thus it was a pa tent confession of incompetence on the par t 

of the expedition to accomplish what was laid down in its programme,—the 

complete capture and occupat ion of the place. Never the less , as we said, this 

15 very march has been glorified as a most brilliant s t roke of generalship 

through columns on columns of high-sounding phrases and rhetorical gibber

ish; and even the great journals of London , with their cor respondents on the 

spot, did not discover the t ruth till a month afterward, w h e n the Government 

seems to have given them a hint of it. Thus , The London Times of Oct. 28, 

20 for the first time opening its eyes to the t rue state of the case , gently indicates 

that the minor object of the campaign may be the only one accomplished, 

and that the forts on the nor th side of the bay, if they do not voluntarily 

surrender , can hardly be taken. But The Times hopes they will behave 

respectably, and surrender , inasmuch as all dependent fortifications ought 

25 to give in when once the main body of the place is taken. But the t ruth is, 

that i t is not the Nor th For t which depends upon the town of Sevastopol , 

bu t the t own of Sevastopol which depends upon the N o r t h For t , and we fear 

the argument of our cotemporary will hardly suffice to take so strong a 

fortress. 
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I t is t rue that since the "glorious m a r c h " in quest ion nothing has been done 

by the Allies of which anybody could boast much, and, therefore , our t rans

atlantic cotemporar ies are not to blame for making the mos t of it. As for the 

siege itself so far as it has proceeded, it is one of those things of which they 

may well think that the less said the better . But as we are bound to nothing 5 

bu t impartiality in the premises , we shall not be so delicate. The t ru th is that 

the war in general being an exceedingly curious war , this siege is one of its 

most curious points . The great feature of the war appears to be a belief that 

field-works are impregnable. Firs t at Oltenitza, the old-fashioned way of 

cannonading was employed for a couple of hours and then the works were 10 

s tormed bu t wi thout success . At Kalafat the Russians did not even dare to 

make an attack. At Silistria a mere ear th-work bore the brunt of the bat t le , 

and held out , even when almost leveled, against the frantic onslaught of the 

enemy. N o w at Sevastopol a simple line of field-works is honored with more 

extensive breaching bat ter ies , and with far heavier artillery, than were ever 15 

brought to bear against the most regular fortress. This siege is a striking proof 

of the fact that in the same proport ion as the material of warfare has , by 

industrial progress , advanced during the long peace , in the same proport ion 

has the art of war degenerated. A Napoleon, on seeing the bat ter ies before 

Sevastopol , bristling with eight and ten-inch guns , would burs t out in a fit 20 

of irresistible laughter. But this is not the whole s tory by a great deal. 

Abou t the 1st of October , the Allies were in posit ion, bu t i t was not till 

t he 8th or 9th that the first ground was broken, and fire was not opened till 

the 17th. The reason of this delay was that the guns could not be brought 

up sooner. There were only four or five miles of ground to go over—all good, 25 

hard soil, wi th little undulation, and par t of it a passable road. But they had 

no draught catt le. No draught cattle in the Crimea—the richest country for 

cattle in the whole world! Why , there were more bullocks in the valley of 

Baidar, within sight from the hights of the Chernaya, than would have been 

required to drag all the united fleet across the hills. But the valley of Baidar 30 

was open to the Cossacks , and the allied cavalry, in protect ing a razzia, might 

be exposed to these formidable opponents . Besides , the Allies mus t keep on 

good t e rms with the inhabitants , and not seize their proper ty . With such 

excuses , our English cotemporaries seek to hide the t ruth that Raglan and 

Canrober t , while blockading Sevastopol on the south, are themselves block- 35 

aded by Menchikoff 's outposts on the Chernaya. And yet , tha t they are so, 

is proved by the simple fact that the allied soldiers, up to the latest report , 

were compelled to live upon salt meat , no fresh mea t being at hand. 

On the 3d of October five Russian battalions crossed the Chernaya near 

Inkerman, and were allowed to enter the fortress from the south, as " this 40 

could bu t be favorable to the All ies ." An original mode of making war ! The 
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enemy, represented as beaten, demoralized, dejected, sends 3,000 men into 

Sevastopol , under the very nose of the Allies. He mus t have had a reason 

for doing so. But if he has reasons for sending them, Raglan has his reasons 

for bowing them in. He supposes the place to be overcrowded, though upon 

5 what grounds , is not clear. At all events , bes ide the four square miles inclosed 

within the Russian lines, there is the whole of the nor th shore and all the 

country lying behind it, to which any excess of t roops may be sent in ten 

minutes . To represent a place as overcrowded, which is b lockaded on one 

side only, is certainly the hight of absurdity. 

10 When the landing was first repor ted , we said that disease would be the 

wors t enemy of the Allies if the campaign should be lengthened. Disease is 

there in its wors t forms, coupled, at least as far as the British are concerned, 

with the very wors t sort of a t tendance. Indeed, to such an extent have the 

sick been neglected from this cause , tha t Lord Raglan has been obliged to 

15 issue a very peremptory repr imand to the medical staff. But this is not all. 

The doctors are at Constant inople , the medical stores at Varna , and the sick 

at Balaklava. Is not this a splendid illustration of the new military doctrine 

lately held forth by Louis Bonapar te at Boulogne, that every army, to have 

a good position, must be placed in a triangle? The sickness increases with 

20 the roughness of the season, the regiments dwindle down—a British regiment, 

sent out 1,000 strong, now cannot count more than 600 men under arms—and 

the slowness of operat ions goes on its even course . The rout ine of the Horse 

Guards , the fruit of forty yea r s ' peaceful schooling, is not to be upse t by 

trifles of that sort. Perish the army, but let Sevastopol be taken according 

25 to Her Majesty 's regulations! 

In common sieges the besiegers usually try to place their first bat ter ies 

as near as possible to the enemy ' s works , and six or seven hundred yards 

is considered a great dis tance. But in a grand siege like this, particularly if 

against mere field-works, just the reverse should be done, according to 

30 Raglan. The enemy allows us to come within seven hundred yards , but we 

must never do what the enemy wants us to do. So says Raglan, and opens 

his bat ter ies at 2,500 and 3,000 yards distance—a fact we could not believe 

did the repor ts leave i t possible to doubt . N e x t he comes down to 1,500 and 

1,200 yards , and then states, as a reason for not opening fire, tha t breaching 

35 bat ter ies , to be effective, must be within th ree or four hundred yards from 

the works to be breached! T h e distant bat ter ies are to have Lancas te r and 

long-range ten-inch guns , since it seems the British artillerists are of opinion 

that these guns are like te lescopes , only good at a great dis tance. Indeed, this 

long-range question, which is perfectly in i ts place for naval a rmaments , has 

40 caused more confusion and humbug than real good w h e n applied to land 

artillery; we have an example of i t in these ridiculous bat ter ies . 
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The landward fortifications of Sevastopol , which have p rovoked all these 

outburs ts of genius and perspicacity, are as follows: On the wes te rn side 

(at tacked by the French) one or two faces of the Quarant ine Fo r t are ex

posed. Behind this is a loopholed wall running up toward the head of the 

Quarant ine Bay , and ending on a hill, in a round tower which forms a réduit 

for an ear th-work constructed around it. Thence a wall of three feet average 

thickness is cont inued to the upper end of the harbor , thus inclosing Sevas

topol on the south-west. This wall is said to be incapable of any defense, 

al though it might easily have been made so ; i t is, therefore , pro tec ted by small 

ear th-works lying in front of it. F rom the end of the harbor eas tward to the 

Careening Bay (the British front of attack) there are no regular defenses 

whatever , except two towers surrounded and sheltered by lunet tes , in a 

similar manner with the one described above . There are besides some ear th

works of irregular form, the whole forming an ent renched camp of no great 

pre tens ions , if we are to believe the published plans of Capt . Biddulph, 

sketched on the spot. At all events they show only one line of defenses , 

consisting of works open in the rear ; there are no closed redoub ts , of which 

as a general thing the Russians are so exceedingly fond. But we cannot 

believe that this is the case ; if this was the only line to take , the British ought 

long since to have taken i t with the bayonet . There must be a second line 

of redoubts behind it. 

The whole of the Russian works have been armed with heavy guns from 

the fleet—the bes t use the Russians could make of them. Yet their pract ice 

with them is despicable. They fire away whole days and nights at the enemy, 

and make one hit for a hundred rounds . Perhaps i t was this very bad pract ice 

which induced Lord Raglan to open his t renches at the safe dis tance of 

3,000 yards . After three days ' bombardment by the allied fleets and armies , 

i t is stated that the British, on their side, had made one breach , while the 

F rench had not yet completed theirs . As soon as this was completed, the 

assault was to take place. That i t should take 200 guns of immense caliber 

three or four days to breach such defenses would be incredible, had we not 

very good authori ty for the respectful distance at which the allied batteries 

had been constructed. So much for the results already achieved; bu t what

ever even t may crown the operat ions , i t is certain tha t the siege of Sevastopol 

will stand unparalleled in military history. 
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The Campaign in the Crimea. 

Our readers cannot but be s truck with the novel spirit breathing through the 

intelligence from the seat of war in the Crimea, received by the Baltic 

yes terday, and published in our columns this morning. Hither to an over-

5 weening and arrogant confidence has distinguished the comments of the 

British press , and the repor ts of British and F rench correspondents con

cerning the movements and prospects of the war. But now this has given way 

to a feeling of anxiety and even of alarm. It is confessed on all hands that 

there is no such superiority as has been claimed on the par t of the allied 

10 armies over their antagonists . That Sevastopol is stronger, Menchikoff an 

abler General , and his a rmy far more formidable than was supposed; and 

tha t instead of certain and decisive victory, the F rench and English now stand 

exposed to possible failure and disgrace. Such is the feeling expressed by 

our correspondent at Liverpool , himself an Engl ishman, alive to all the 

15 patriotic impulses and prejudices of his count ry ; and this feeling is equally 

manifested by the very energetic act ion of bo th the F rench and English 

Governments . Desperate efforts are making to hurry reënforcements to 

Sevastopol ; the United Kingdom is drained of its last soldier; many steam

ships are taken up as t ranspor ts ; and 50,000 F rench t roops are sent forward, 

20 all in the hope of arriving at the scene of act ion before it shall be too late 

to take par t in the final, decisive struggle. 

We published on Saturday a copious quanti ty of documents , relating 

principally to the earlier stages of the siege, and the partially effective bu t 

ye t disastrous cooperat ion of the f leets; and we now add the official repor ts 

25 concerning Liprandi ' s murderous at tack on the allies near Balaklava, with 

other accounts of the subsequent progress of operat ions , all of them, we mus t 

say, quite unfavorable to the allies. F r o m a careful examinat ion of these 

documents we conclude that though the posit ion is , as we have often stated, 

a difficult and even precarious one, it is hardly so bad as is implied by our 
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Liverpool correspondent . We do not think that they are in danger of any 

worse disaster than a compulsory retreat and embarkat ion. And, on the o ther 

hand, there is still the possibility of their carrying the t own by a despera te 

and sanguinary assault. But however this may be , i t must , we think, be 

decided long before the reënforcements leaving F rance and England can 5 

reach the Crimea. The campaign is evidently near its turning point; the 

movement s , the errors and the omissions which have shaped its character 

and generated its resul ts , are made ; we are in possess ion of authent ic and 

indisputable information as to the principal facts ; and we accordingly pro

pose succinctly and briefly to review the course of the contest . 10 

It is now established that when the allies landed at Old For t , Menchikoff 

had under his command in the field only forty-two battal ions and two regi

ments of cavalry, besides some Cossacks , while Sevastopol was garrisoned 

by the marines and sailors of the fleet. These forty-two battal ions were of 

the 12th, 16th and 17th divisions of infantry; and supposing each battal ion 15 

to have had its full complement of 700 men, there were in all 29,400 men of 

infantry; wi th 2,000 Hussa r s , the Cossacks , artillery, sappers and miners ; in 

all some 32,000 men in the field. With these he could not oppose the landing 

of the allies, as by so doing he would have exposed his t roops , wi thout a 

sufficient reserve , to the fire of the allied fleets. A powerful army, which 20 

could afford to have sacrificed a part of its strength, might have detached 

a force to open a pet ty war of surprises and night-attacks against the invaders 

while landing; the Russians , in this instance, required every m a n for the great 

battle to c o m e ; besides , the Russian foot soldier is the clumsiest fellow alive 

for pet ty war opera t ions ; his forte is the action in co lumn by close order . 25 

As to the Cossacks , on the other hand, their mode of warfare is too pet ty , 

and is effective in proport ion only as the chance of plunder increases . 

Besides , the campaign of the Crimea seems to prove that the regularization 

of the Cossacks , which has been gradually carried out for the last thirty years , 

has b roken their individual spirit of enterprise, and reduced them to a sub- 30 

dued condition, in which they are spoiled for irregular and not ye t fit for 

regular service. They seem incapable now either of outpost and detached 

duty, or of charging an enemy in line. The Russ ians , then, were quite right 

in reserving every sabre and bayonet for the batt le of the Alma. 

On the banks of this r iver, the 32,000 Russians were a t tacked by 35 

55,000 allies. The proport ion was almost one to two . W h e n about 30,000 allies 

had been engaged, Menchikoff ordered the retreat . Of the Russ ians , up to 

then, not more than 20,000 were engaged; a further a t tempt to hold the 

posit ion, would have converted the Russian retreat into a complete rout , for 

it would have required the engaging of the whole Russian reserve in the 40 

batt le . The success of the allies, with their t remendous numerical superiority, 
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being established beyond doubt , Menchikoff b roke off the batt le, covered 

his re t reat by his reserves , and after overcoming the first disorder created 

on his left by Bosquet ' s flank movement retired unpursued and unmolested, 

" in proud o rder , " from the field. The allies say they had no cavalry for the 

5 pursuit ; bu t since we know that the Russians had bu t two regiments of 

Hussars—less, if anything, than the allies—this excuse falls to the ground. As 

at Zorndorf, at Eylau, at Borodino, the Russian infantry, though beaten , 

behaved up to the character given them by General Cathcar t , w h o com

manded a division against them, and who p ronounced them "incapable of 

10 pan ic !" 

But if the Russian infantry remained cool and unterrified, Menchikoff 

himself was panic-struck. The great numerical force of the allies, coupled 

wi th their unexpected decision and impetuosi ty in the at tack, deranged, for 

a moment , his plans. He abandoned the idea of retreating into the interior 

15 of the Crimea, and marched to the south of Sevastopol , in order to hold the 

line of the Chernaya. This was a great and unpardonable mistake. Over

looking, from the hights of the Alma, the whole allied posit ion, he mus t have 

been able to make out the strength of his opponents within 5,000 men. He 

mus t have known that , whatever was their relat ive superiority over his own 

20 forces , they were not strong enough to leave an army to observe Sevastopol 

while following him into the interior. He mus t have known that if the allies 

were two to one against him on the sea-shore, he could bring two against 

their one at Simferopol. And yet he marched, as he himself confesses , to 

the south side of Sevastopol . But , after this re t reat had been effected, without 

25 any molestat ion from the allies, and his t roops had res ted a day or two on 

the hills behind the Chernaya, then Menchikoff resolved to redress his 

mistake. He did this by a perilous flank movemen t from the Chernaya to 

Bakshi-Serai . It was contrary to one of the first rules of strategy; ye t i t 

promised great resul ts . W h e n a blunder is once commit ted in strategy, you 

30 can seldom get over its consequences . The quest ion then merely is , whether 

it is less disadvantageous to abide by them or to get over them by a second, 

but intentional, e r roneous movement . In this case we think Menchikoff was 

perfectìy right in risking a f lank-march within reach of the enemy, in order 

to get out of his absurdly "concen t r a t ed" posi t ion around Sevastopol. 

35 But in this contes t be tween strategical mediocrit ies and routine generals , 

the movements of hostile armies assumed forms hi therto unknown in war

fare. The fancy for f lank-marches, like the cholera, was epidemic in bo th 

camps . At the same t ime that Menchikoff resolved on a f lank-march from 

Sevastopol to Bakshi-Serai , Saint Arnaud and Raglan took i t into their heads 

40 to move from the Ka tcha to Balaklava. The rear of the Russians and the van 

of the British met at Mackenzie ' s farm, (so called from a Scotchman, later 
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an admiral in the Russian service,) and, as a matter of course , the van bea t 

the rear . The general strategical character of the f lank-march of the allies 

having already been criticised in The Tribune, we need no t now revert 

to it. 

On the 2d or 3d of October Sevastopol was invested, and the allies took 5 

up that very posit ion from which Menchikoff had jus t extr icated himself. 

F rom that moment the memorable siege of Sevastopol began, and at the same 

t ime a new era in the campaign. Hitherto the allies, by their uncontes ted 

superiority, had it all their own way. Their fleets, commanding the sea, 

insured their landing. Once landed, their superior numbers , and certainly also 10 

their superior storming qualities, insured the victory at the Alma. Bu t now 

the equilibrium of forces , which sooner or later is sure of be brought about 

in operat ions distant from their base and in an enemy ' s count ry , began to 

develop itself. Menchikoff 's army, it is t rue , did not show itself ye t ; but it 

made necessary the placing of a reserve on the Chernaya , fronting to the east . 15 
Thus the actual besieging army was seriosly weakened , and reduced to 

numbers no t m u c h superior to those of the garrison. 

Wan t of energy, wan t of system, especially in the cooperat ion of the 

different depar tments of the British land and sea forces , difficulties of 

ground, and, above all, an invincible spirit of rout ine , inherent , it appears , 20 

in the British administrative and scientific depar tments , delayed the com

mencement of actual siege operat ions to the 9th of October . At last the 

t renches were opened on that day, at the enormous dis tance of from 1,500 

to 2,500 yards from the Russian works . Such a thing was never seen nor heard 

of in any previous siege. It proves that the Russians were still able to dispute 25 

the ground around the for tress , to the dis tance of at least a mile; and they 

actually held it up to the 17th. On the morning of that day the siege-works 

were far enough advanced to allow the allies to open their fire. Probably this 

would have been delayed a few days longer, as the allies were by no means 

in a fit posi t ion to do so with success on that day, had it no t been for the 30 

arrival of the glorious news that all England and F rance were rejoicing at 

the capture of Sevastopol on the 25th of October . This news , of course , 

exaspera ted the armies, and, in order to tranquilize them, the fire had to be 

opened. But it turns out that the allies brought 126 guns against 200 or 250. 

Now, the great axiom of Vauban , which has been again and again used by 35 

the Anglo-French to keep public opinion quiet, viz.: " tha t a siege is an 

operat ion of mathematical certainty and success , a mere matter of t ime, 

unless interrupted from wi thout ." This great axiom is based upon that other 

axiom of the same engineer that " in a siege the fire of the a t tack can be made 

superior to that of the defense . " Now, here at Sevastopol , we have exact ly 40 

the reverse ; the fire of the attack, when opened, was decidedly inferior to 
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that of the defense. The consequences were very soon made apparent . In 

a couple of hours the Russians silenced the fire of the French bat ter ies and 

kept up an almost equal contest , throughout the day, with the English. To 

create a diversion, a naval a t tack was made. But it was neither bet ter con-

5 ducted nor more successful. The F rench ships, at tacking the Quarant ine Fo r t 

and For t Alexander , supported the land a t tack upon these for ts ; and had i t 

not been for their aid, there is no doubt the F rench would have been far more 

roughly handled. The English ships a t tacked the nor th side of the harbor , 

including For t Constant ine and the Telegraph bat tery , as well as a temporary 

10 bat tery const ructed to the north-east of Constant ine. Tha t caut ious man, 

Admiral Dundas , had ordered his ships to anchor at 1,200 yards from the 

forts—he is evidently a friend of the long-range system. N o w it is an old 

established fact, that in a combat be tween ships and bat ter ies on shore , the 

ships are bea t unless they can close up within 200 yards or less to the bat

ís ter ies , so that their shot is certain to tell, and with the greater effect. Con

sequently, Dundas got his ships knocked about in a terrible manner and 

would have suffered a glorious defeat, had it not been for Sir Edmund L y o n s , 

who', it appears , almost in defiance of orders , got three ships-of-the-line as 

close as he could to Fo r t Constant ine and did i t some damage in exchange 

20 for what he received. As, however , the British and F rench Admirals ' repor ts 

have not yet said a single word about the actual damage done to the forts , 

we must conclude that here , as well as [at] Bomarsund , Montalembert 

Coast—forts and casemated batteries—proved a ma tch for twice their number 

of guns on board ship. This is the more remarkable , as i t is now pret ty certain 

25 tha t the exposed masonry of these for ts , as was already partially proved at 

Bomarsund, cannot withstand the breaching fire of heavy ship guns, es tab

lished on shore , for more than twenty-four hours . 

The French were almost silent for a couple of days afterward. The English, 

having established their bat ter ies at a greater dis tance from the Russian lines, 

30 and mounting heavier calibers than their allies, were enabled to maintain their 

fire and to silence the upper tier of guns in a masonry redoubt . The naval 

a t tack was not renewed—the bes t proof of the respec t inspired by the 

casemated forts . The Russians made a defense which very much undeceived 

the conquerors of the Alma. For every dismounted gun a fresh one was 

35 brought up. Every embrasure des t royed during the day by the enemy ' s fire 

was res tored during the night. Ear thworks against ea r thworks , the contes t 

was very nearly equal , until measures were t aken to give the allies the 

superiority. Lord Raglan 's ridiculous order " to spare the t o w n " was revoked, 

and a bombardment opened which, by its concentr ic effect 'upon crowded 

40 masses of t roops , and by its harassing na ture , mus t have done the garrison 

great harm. Skirmishers were , besides , sent out in advance of the batteries, 
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to pick off, from any covered position they could find, the Russ ian gunners . 

As at Bomarsund, the Minié rifle did its work well. In a few days , what with 

the heavy guns and the Minié rifles, the Russian art i l lerymen were most ly 

put hors de combat. So were the sailors from the fleet, t he por t ion of the 

garrison bes t instructed in the use of heavy guns. The usual resource of 5 

besieged garrisons had then to be resor ted to : the infantry were commanded 

to serve the guns, under the superintendence of the remaining arti l lerymen. 

But their fire, as may be imagined, was almost without effect, and thus the 

besiegers were enabled to push their t renches nearer and nearer the place. 

They have opened, it is stated, their third parallel at 300 yards from the 10 

ou tworks . We do not know yet wha t batteries they have erected in this third 

parallel ; we can only say tha t a third parallel, in regular sieges, is a lways made 

at the foot of the glacis of the works at tacked, that is, about 50 or 60 yards 

from the ditch. If this distance has been exceeded before Sevastopol , we can 

bu t see in this fact a confirmation of a repor t contained in several British 15 

papers , tha t the irregularity of the lines of defense, ins tead of giving the 

British engineers fresh scope for their inventive capacit ies , has bu t discon

certed these gent lemen who can demolish, upon the most approved principle, 

a regularbas t ioned front, but who seem to be badly off as soon as the enemy 

deviates from the rule prescribed by the bes t authorit ies on the subject. 20 

The southern at tack once decided upon, the parallel and its bat ter ies should 

have been directed against one , or at most two well-defined fronts of the 

defenses . Two of the outer forts next to each other—or, at the very outs ide, 

three—should have been at tacked with concentra ted fo rces ; and, once de

molished, then all the other outworks would have been useless . In this way , 25 

the allies, by bringing all their artillery to bear u p o n one point, could have 

easily established at once a great superiority of fire, and shortened the siege 

considerably. As far as can be judged from plans and maps , the front, f rom 

the Quarant ine For t to the upper end of the inner harbor , or the front against 

which the F rench now direct their efforts, would have been the bes t to at tack, 30 

as its demolit ion would lay the town itself completely open . The one hundred 

and thirty guns of the allies would have at once insured them a superiority 

of fire on this limited front. Instead of this, the desire to let each a rmy act 

independent ly of the other, produced this unprecedented mode of siege, in 

which the whole of the rampar ts , extending over a length of three miles, is 35 

simultaneously cannonaded on its whole extent . Such a thing has never been 

seen before . W h o ever heard of an at tack which allowed the defense to bring 

into play at once, from plain bast ioned works and lunet tes the enormous mass 

of two hundred and fifty guns? A single bast ioned front can hardly moun t 

twenty guns ; and in an ordinary siege no more than three or four fronts can 40 

contr ibute to the defense. Unless the allied engineers can show, hereafter, 
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very substantial reasons for their curious proceedings , we must conclude that 

they were unable to find out the weakes t points of the defenses , and, there

fore, in order not to miss them, fired upon every port ion of the line. 

In the mean t ime, reënforcements arrive to bo th par t ies . Liprandi 's harass-

5 ing and partially successful at tacks on the allied out-posts have shown the 

presence of a stronger Russian force than Menchikoff had led to Bakshi 

Serai . As yet, he does not, however , appear strong enough for a relieving 

bat t le . Considering the progress made by the besiegers , considering that the 

damage done to the defense increases in a geometrical ratio as the besiegers 

10 approach the rampar t s , considering that the out-works still hold out, but that 

the inner wall appears to be weak, we may expect that something decisive 

will have occurred from the 9th to the 15th of N ov emb er ; tha t either the south 

side of the tower has fallen, or that the allies have suffered a decisive defeat 

and been obliged to raise the siege. But i t mus t be recollected that all such 

15 predict ions depend upon c i rcumstances which cannot be fully known be

forehand at such a dis tance from the spot. 
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The War in the East 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4249, 30. November 1854 

The War in the East. 

The arrival of the Africa has put us in possess ion of three days later dates 

from Europe , but nothing of additional interest from the seat of war beyond 

an infernal episode describing the roasting alive of a vas t number of sick and 

wounded in hospital , and accounts of sufferings tha t render language a 5 

pauper in at tempting to por t ray them. Of the bloody and undecisive bat t le 

of the 5th November , brief intelligence of which was brought by the Baltic, 

we have now Lord Raglan 's curt dispatch, but not yet the cus tomary volumi

nous and exciting details by correspondents , whether actors or lookers-on. 

Much anxiety—much more than appears on the surface of things—exists in 10 

England as well as in France in regard to the increased and increasing dif

ficulties of the war ; and the stubborn refusal of Sevastopol to fall before the 

allies, those rivals in courage and sacrifices, is most ominously viewed. The 

extracts in another column of this journal, from The London Times, exhibit 

an altered temper , and a spirit of doubt which may be mis taken by some for 15 

approaching despair . In the absence of details respect ing the batt le of the 

5th sufficiently coherent to base remarks upon, we shall now offer some on 

the operat ions of the siege just previous to that t ime. 

The 25th of October was the day on which the slow monotony of the siege 

of Sevastopol was first interrupted by a dramatic incident. The^Russians, on 20 

that day, a t tacked the allied position covering the siege, and the advantages 

being more equally distributed, this t ime, to either side, the result was very 

different from that of the battle of the Alma. This action, in fact, was the 

very counterpar t of that of the Alma: it was a cavalry fight almost ex

clusively, while at the Alma no cavalry was engaged; and instead of occupy- 25 

ing a defensive position, the Russians were the assailants, while the ad

vantages of strong posit ions were with the allies. It w a s , indeed, a d rawn 

bat t le as nearly as that of the Alma, but this t ime the advantages remained 

to the Russ ians . 

The Heracleat ic Chersonese , the peninsula south of the Bay of Sevastopol , 30 
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borders toward the main land of the Crimea by a range of hights running from 

the mouth of the Chernaya, or the head of the Bay of Sevastopol , to the 

south-west. This range slopes down gradually on its north-west side toward 

Sevastopol , while it is generally steep and bold toward the south-east , facing 

5 Balaklava. The allies occupying the Heracleat ic Chersonese , this range was 

their natural defensive posit ion against any Russ ian army trying to raise the 

siege. But unfortunately, Balaklava was the " b a s e of opera t ions" of the 

British, the chief harbor for their fleet, the grand dépôt for their s tores ; and 

Balaklava lay about three miles to the south-east of this range of hills. It was , 

10 therefore, necessary to include Balaklava in the system of defense. The 

country about Balaklava is formed by a group of very irregular hights, 

running from the southern extremity of the aforesaid range, nearly due eas t 

and wes t along the coast , and like all hills in the Crimea, sloping gently toward 

the north-west , but steep and craggy toward the south-east . Thus an angle 

15 formed be tween these two groups of hights, is filled up by an undulating 

plain, rising gradually toward the east , until it ends in a steep descent toward 

the valley of the Chernaya. 

The mos t remarkable feature of this plain is a range of hillocks and of 

slightly elevated ground running north-west and south-east , uniting what we 

20 call the Heracleat ic range with the mountains on the south coast . I t was on 

this elevation, about three miles east and north-east of Balaklava, that the 

allies had thrown up their first line of defenses , consisting of four redoubts , 

defending the roads from Bakshiserai and from the Upper Chernaya. These 

redoubts were garrisoned by Turks . A second line of field-works was erected 

25 immediately in front of Balaklava, and cont inued up to the apex of the angle 

formed by the coas t hights and the Heracleat ic range which latter were 

fortified by the French division of General Bosquet , stationed there . Thus , 

while the second line, defended by English soldiers, marines and sailors, was 

continued and flanked by the French line of redoubts , the first or Turkish 

30 line, nearly two miles in advance , not only was completely unsuppor ted , but 

strange to say, instead of forming a line perpendicular to the road on which 

the enemy could come, i t was constructed almost in the prolongation of that 

line, so that the Russians might first t ake one , then the second, then the third 

and finally the fourth redoubt , gaining ground each t ime, and wi thout the 

35 possibility of one redoubt much supporting the other. 

The allied position was occupied: toward Balaklava, by the Turks in the 

redoubts , or first l ine; by British marines, on the hights, in the immediate 

vicinity of Balaklava; by the 93d Highlanders , and some convalescents in 

the valley north of Balaklava. Fur ther nor th was the camp of the British 

40 cavalry ; and on the Heracleat ic hights, that of the advance guard of Bosquet ' s 

division. 
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At 6'clock on the morning of the 25th, Gen. Liprandi led the Russians to 

the a t tack of this position. He had under him a combined division consisting 

of six regiments of infantry, (Dnieper, Azoff, Ukra ine , Odessa , Vladimir, 

Suzdal , t he 6th battalion Rifles, and one battalion Tchornomorsk i Cossacks , 

or 25 battal ions in all ;) three regiments of cavalry, (the 11th and 12th Hussa rs , 5 

and a combined regiment of Lancers , or 24 to 26 squadrons,) about two 

regiments of Cossacks , and 70 guns, of which 30 were 12-pounders. 

He sent Gen. Gribbe by a defile on his left to occupy, wi th three battalions 

Dnieper Infantry, the village of Kamara , in front of which the first and 

strongest redoubt is situated. Gen. Gribbe occupied the village, and his three 10 

battal ions appear to have spent the day there very quietly, as they have never 

been named during the fight which followed. 

The main column, following first the course of the Chernaya , and then a 

by-road, gained the high-road from Bakshiserai to Balaklava. Here they met 

the redoubts , manned by Turks . The first redoubt being pret ty strong, Lip- 15 

randi had a fire of artillery opened upon it, and then sent the storming part ies 

forward. A line of skirmishers hid the first, second and third battal ion. Azoff 

advancing in columns of companies , which were again supported behind 

either wing, by the fourth battalion Azoff and one battalion Dnieper , in close 

at tacking columns. The redoubt , after a lively res is tance, was taken; the 20 

170 dead and wounded the Turks left in it, show that , in spite of the invidious 

assert ions of the British press , this redoubt was valiantly defended. The 

second, third, and fourth redoubts , however , being hastily const ructed , were 

taken by the Russians almost without resis tance, and by seven o 'clock in the 

morning, the first line of defense of the allies was completely in their hands . 25 

The abandonment of these redoubts by the Turks may have the good effect 

of dispelling the mons t rous superstitions regarding Turkish bravery which 

have been commonly adopted since Oltenitza and Silistria, yet the British 

Generals and press play a very shabby part in turning, all at once , upon the 

Turks on this occasion. I t is not so much the Turks w h o should be blamed, 30 

bu t the engineers who contrived to shape their line of defense in such a faulty 

manner , and who neglected to finish i t in t ime, as well as the commanders , 

who exposed the first line to an overwhelming shock of the enemy without 

any supports being at hand. 

The 93d Highlanders , s teady and slow, as it behoves Scotchmen, got in 35 

line by-and-by, and then advanced up the hights toward the redoubts , but 

not before they were taken. The fugitive Turks , decimated by Russian 

cavalry, at last formed again on the flanks of the Highlanders . These , in order 

to shelter themselves from the Russian fire, laid down behind the crest of 

an undulat ion of ground, in advance of all the posit ions still held by the allies, 40 

and supported by the cavalry division only to their left. In the meant ime the 
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Russians had formed their line of batt le on the hights where the redoubts 

were situated—on their left flank Azoff, next to the right the Ukra ine , nex t 

the Odessa infantry. These three regiments filled up the space be tween the 

redoubts , and occupied wha t had been the first line of the allies. Fur ther on , 

5 to the right of the Odessa regiment, the undulat ing plain formed a favorable 

theater for cavalry movements . Thither the two Hussar regiments were sent, 

and they found themselves directly opposed to the British cavalry, which 

was drawn up about two miles distant. The regiments of Suzdal and Vladimir, 

part of the artillery and the Lance r s , which were just coming up , remained 

10 in reserve . 

W h e n the 93d Highlanders , reënforced by the convalescent battalion and 

the Turks , made a stand against the Russians, t he Hussars were launched 

against them. But before they could come up , the British heavy brigade of 

cavalry charged them. The seven or eight hundred British heavy dragoons 

15 dashed at the Russians and dispersed them in one of the mos t brilliant and 

successful charges on record, considering their far inferior numbers . The 

Russian Hussa r s , twice as numerous , were scat tered in a moment . The few 

Russian squadrons which had charged the 93d Highlanders , were received 

with a quiet Scotch volley at fifteen yards from the infantry, and reeled back 

20 as well as they could. 

If the Turks had run away, the English, up to this t ime, had earned nothing 

but glory. The daring of the Highlanders who received cavalry in line, without 

deigning to form squares , the dashing at tack of the heavy cavalry, were 

certainly things to boas t of, especially as they were performed before any 

25 reënforcements came up . But now the Firs t (Duke of Cambridge 's) and 

Four th (Cathcart 's) Divisions, as well as Bosque t ' s F rench Division and the 

brigade of Chasseurs d'Afrique (cavalry) came up . The line of batt le was 

formed, and only now could i t be said that there were two armies in presence . 

The French of Bosquet forming upon the Heracleat ic hights, Liprandi sent 

30 t h e regiments [of] Vladimir and Suzdal to form the ext reme right wing on 

the hights beyond the position of the cavalry. 

Then, the fire having almost ceased, because the armies were out of range 

of each other, a misunderstanding which is not cleared up , caused a charge 

of the British light cavalry—a charge which had no object and ended in defeat. 

35 An order arrived to advance , and, in a few moments , the Ear l of Cardigan 

led his light brigade up a valley opposi te his position—a valley flanked by 

covering hights, c rowned by bat ter ies , concentrat ing their fire on the lower 

ground below. The whole brigade amounted but to 700 sabres ; w h e n within 

range of grape, they were received by the fire of the artillery and of the rifles 

40 stationed on the slopes; they charged the ba t tery at the upper end of the 

valley, received fire at twenty yards , rode down the gunners , dispersed the 
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Russian Hussa r s , who made a second but wavering charge, and were on the 

point of turning back when the Russian Lancers took them in flank. They 

had just come up , and fell at once upon the panting horses of the British. 

This t ime, in spite of partial successes , the British had to t u r n b a c k , and were 

fairly defeated by the Russ ians , but , i t mus t be said, by far superior numbers , 5 

and by the aid of a mistake, which sent them, without an object , right against 

the cross-fire of a numerous artillery. Of the 700 men that advanced, not 200 

came back in a fighting condition. The light cavalry brigade may be con

sidered des t royed, until re-formed by fresh arrivals. 

This disaster to the British would have been far greater , and hardly a m a n 10 

would have come back, had i t not been for two movements made on either 

f lank of the charging light horse . On their right, Lord L u c a n ordered the 

heavy brigade to demonst ra te against the Russian bat ter ies in front of them. 

They maneuvered forward during a few minutes , lost about ten men by the 

Russian fire and galloped back. On the left, however , the French Chasseurs 15 

d 'Afrique, two of the finest cavalry regiments in the world , on seeing their 

allies broken, rushed forward to disengage them. They charged the bat tery 

which took the British light horse in flank, and which was placed higher up 

the hill, in front of the infantry regiments of Vladimir, were within the line 

of guns in a moment , sabred the gunners , and then re t rea ted, having ac- 20 

complished their object—which, too , they would have done , even without the 

advance the Vladimir infantry instantly made on them. 

Here was another instance of the British system of warfare as manifested 

in this campaign, such as , more than once, we have had occasion to point 

out . They first made a blunder, and then recoiled from the untactical move- 25 

ment which could have alone averted its consequences . But the F rench 

Chasseurs instantly felt wha t was to be done . On their side of the cavalry 

act ion no flank at tack of Russian horse took place, because their dash pre

vented it: while the caut ious "heav ie s" of Brigadier Scarlet t merely demon

strated, and that , of course , was not enough to prevent the Russ ian Lancers 30 

from falling on the flank of the Hussars . H a d they charged, like the French , 

the Russian Lancers would have turned tail very soon. But while their fellow-

brigade was ordered to be over-daring, they were ordered to be over

caut ious , and the result was the ruin of the light brigade. 

After this the action ceased. The Russians demolished the two redoubts 35 

neares t the allies, and kept the two others strongly occupied. They main

tained the conquered ground, and Lord Raglan, not ventur ing to at tack them, 

ordered the second line of redoubts to be strengthened, and confined himself 

to its defense. The first line was given up . 

In this act ion the behavior of the 93d Highlanders is beyond all praise . To 40 

receive cavalry in line in the way they did, merely wheeling backward one 
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company on their right flank en potence, to hold back their fire to the decisive 

moment , and then deliver it wi th such deadly s teadiness, is a feat which ve ry 

few t roops can perform, and which shows in them the highest qualities 

required in the infantry soldier. The Austr ians and the British may be con-

5 sidered the only t roops with whom such an exper iment can be pret ty safely 

tr ied; perhaps , also, with some Russian t roops , for their length of service 

qualifies them for such a task, although we do no t recollect them having ever 

been put to the tes t and stood it. 

The superiority of the British and F rench cavalry over the Russian is 

10 incontestably proved by this action. The three brigades of the allies were 

about the same strength as the three regiments of the Russ ians ; and had they 

been sent to the charge simultaneously ins tead of one after the other, and 

supported by artillery driving up , and the whole line of infantry moving 

onward, Liprandi and his t roops were in great danger of being th rown down 

15 the steep descent toward the Chernaya, and meet ing with the fate Blücher 

prepared for the French at the Katzbach . 

The strength of the two armies may be thus computed : The Russians had 

25 bat tal ions, which mostly had been engaged at the Alma, cannot have 

counted more than 14,000 men at the very outside. Cavalry, 24 squadrons , 

20 having mostly marched all t he way from Moscow and Kaluga, certainly not 

above 2,400 men ; besides about 1,000 Cossacks . Artillery, 70 guns. 

The allies had of infantry the greater par t of the first and fourth British 

divisions, and of Bosquet ' s F rench division; besides t hem an uncer ta in 

number of Turks , which we can only come at by computing the number of 

25 Turkish battal ions landed. There were t en Turkish battal ions with the ex

pedit ion from the first, and according to Lord Raglan 's dispatch of 18th Octo

ber , six more battal ions were landed at Balaklava. As they were not employed 

on the siege, nor moved far from Balaklava, all these Turks mus t have been 

present the re ; although, after their re t reat from the redoubts , they were no 

30 longer mentioned in the dispatches and not considered wor th mentioning. 

Thus we shall be pret ty near the fact, if we take the British at about 6,500, 

the French at about 3,500, and the Turks at 6,000 at least . Besides , there were 

about 1,000 British marines and sailors in the redoubts around Balaklava. 

Total infantry, 17,000; or , if the Turks count for nothing, 11,000. Of cavalry, 

35 the two British brigades amounted to about 1,400, (in the British reports rank 

and file only are counted;) the Chasseurs d 'Afrique at least 800; total , 2,200. 

Artillery, unknown, but inferior to the Russ ians in number , though far supe

rior in quality. 

Take it all in all, we consider that on this occasion the allies were at least 

40 as strong as the Russians , had the advantage of strong positions to fall back 

upon, and might have , by a bold at tack, cavalry and infantry combined, 
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gained a decisive victory—not like the one of the Alma, which had no results , 

bu t a victory which would have saved them the t rouble of fighting that 

murderous battle on the 5th of November . As i t was , they did not even 

retrieve the disadvantages which they had suffered, and by that curious 

mixture of over-daring and over-caution, of misplaced dash and misplaced 5 

timidity, of military fury not heeding the rules of the art, and of scientific 

disquisitions, letting slip the moment for action—by that singular way of doing 

always the wrong thing at the wrong moment , which has signalized all the 

doings of the allies, the batt le of Balaklava was fairly lost to them. 

F rom the batt le of the 5th November , we can up to the present only draw 10 
the conclusion that it was the beginning of that crisis which we thought would 

occur from the 5th to the 10th. As we said long since, as The London Times 

now says too—it is merely a question of supplies and reënforcements . 

550 



Friedrich Engels 

The Battle of Inkerman 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4261, 14. Dezember 1854 

The Battle of Inkerman. 

This sanguinary batt le took place on the 5th of November , and ye t i t was 

not till the 23d that the repor ts of the allied commanders and of the cor

respondents of the leading journals reached London . Very brief accounts 

5 of the affair were brought to this country by the two recent s teamers , bu t 

nothing in sufficient detail to enable us to form any satisfactory judgment 

on the features of the struggle. To-day, however , the mails of the Pacific 

enable us to furnish the most complete accounts of the whole , including the 

dispatches of Raglan, Canrober t and Menchikoff, with the very excellent and 

10 spirited letters of the special correspondents of The London Times and The 

Morning Herald, bo th of which journals are served on the spot by writers 

of distinguished ability. With all these , and other documents at hand, we 

proceed to analyze the story of the batt le , with a view to enable our readers 

to arrive at an impartial and intelligent opinion concerning it. 

15 Like the Prussians at Jena, the British forces facing toward Inkerman were 

stationed on a range of hights accessible in front by a few defiles only. Like 

the Pruss ians , the British had altogether neglected to occupy an elevation 

on their ex t reme left, on which, like Napoleon at Jena , Menchikoff threw 

a port ion of his army—there establishing himself upon the flank of the enemy 

20 before daybreak. The intention of the Russians was evidently to profit by 

this c i rcumstance in order to bring the mass of their t roops to bear upon the 

f lank of the British, to deploy upon the hights thus secured, and crush the 

British divisions as they came up singly during the fatal but inevitable 

maneuver of changing their front, or to "roll t hem u p , " as i t is technically 

25 called. To this maneuver Napoleon owed his brilliant success over an army 

which, though clumsy, slow, and badly commanded , was yet a t that t ime the 

bes t of the old continental armies. The rapidity of his movements , executed 

with t roops versed in the new mode of warfare in t roduced by the American 

war of independence, by the F rench revolut ionary wars , and by Napo leon 

30 himself, favored this bold stroke. He re , at Inkerman, it was with slow and 
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clumsy t roops that Menchikoff a t tempted this same surprise upon the active 

and quick-moving t roops of the British and French ; and the result was 

accordingly the opposi te of tha t at Jena. 

The negligence shown by the British in the manner of occupying their 

posit ions is utterly disgraceful to their commander . The re is no excuse , either 5 

for the non-occupat ion of the knoll on the south side of [the] Chernaya , or 

for the absence of field-works in this important posit ion, for the a t tack of 

which, as he well knew, many thousand Russians were concentrat ing. The 

Russ ians , as we have said, profited by this neglect at once , by occupying the 

knoll on the nor th end of the range, forcing the British posi t ion wi th heavy 10 

field artillery. The British papers say the Russians had 24 and 32-pounders 

in the field, but this only shows their utter ignorance of artillery mat te rs . The 

t ranspor t of their o w n artillery from Balaklava to the t renches should have 

shown them that 24 and 32-pounders cannot be taken into the field, much 

less into a night surprise. The fact is, what they call 24 and 32-pounders were 15 

howitzers , having a caliber similar to that of the 24 and 32-pound gun, but 

in fact light field guns , not heavier than the British field-howitzers. The 

howitzer , throwing a hollow projectile with a small charge, and obtaining 

range by elevation chiefly, can be made of a larger bore than the cannon for 

solid shot. The 24-pound howitzer corresponds in weight and effect wi th the 20 

6-pound gun, and the so-called 32-pound (about 6-inch) howitzers to 

12-pounders; these howitzers are at tached in the Russian service to the 

bat ter ies of these calibers. This shows how ignorance and national vanity 

unite in manufactur ing heroes and enhancing the glory of a nat ion 's a rms. 

So far, everything went in favor of the Russians . Their generalship had 25 

proved far superior to that of Lord Raglan. Their plan was excellent, and 

in a fair way of execution. A pivot had been secured, and the enemy ' s flank 

was turned. Immense superiority of numbers , ready to a t tack the long and 

weak line of the British at its weakes t point, appeared to be a guarantee of 

final success . But the Russians did not yet fully know the soldiers they had 30 

to deal with. The British, surprised as they were , coolly changed their front 

from eas t to north , and met the assailing columns wi th a deadly fire. And 

now a fight began such as has not occurred in Eu rope since the day of 

Albuera, as at Albuera the s tubborn bravery of the British t roops had to 

regain, with the blood of three-fourths of their number , a bat t le already lost 35 

by the p resumptuous stupidity of their commander . It is a fact, that at Inker-

man there was more actual bayonet-fighting than in the whole Peninsular 

war , where the two braves t armies of their t ime combated each other for six 

years . F r o m half-past six to half-past nine about 8,000 British s tood the shock 

of a Russian army, which, according to the Russ ians ' own s ta tement , had 40 

at least 30,000 men engaged. The firmness with which they again and again 
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repulsed the Russian a t tacks , made often with fresh t roops , is above all 

praise, and i t is doubtful whether any other t roops in Europe , except the bes t 

battal ions of Radetzki ' s a rmy, could have done the same. This bravery , i t 

must be said, was aided by the na ture of the position. The front, toward the 

5 east , was established on hights so abrupt tha t they could not be forced. The 

knoll to the north , occupied by the Russians , was also separated from these 

hights by a couple of ravines , forming so many defiles leading to the English 

position. Eve ry advancing column of the Russ ians was , therefore, exposed 

to the full plowing fire of the British artillery, and had to advance in close 

10 order up to the top of the hights before it could deploy. Weakened by the 

fire of the artillery, and, w h e n nearer , of the musket ry , the Russian columns 

arrived on the crest , and, before they could deploy into line, a discharge and 

a rush with the bayonet threw them down again. I t was found, in this fight, 

that , a t close dis tances, the Minié bullet has an immense superiority over the 

15 common muske t bullet, whose force of penetra t ion is barely sufficient to kill 

one man, while a Minié bullet often killed four or five, and had a telling effect 

upon the deep Russian columns. 

As the British divisions came up , the fight became general , and extended 

upon a longer front. The Russ ians , unable to make much headway, a t tacked 

20 the original front of the British posit ion with their left, while their right tried 

to penet ra te toward Sevastopol . They succeeded, part ly, in establishing 

themselves on the British hights, without , however , being able to form a 

regular line of batt le. They tried to surround, and cut up , one by one , the 

separate small bodies of the British t roops . Though the struggle was hard, 

25 and the British fought wonderfully, yet they would have been c rushed in this 

unequal contest , had no t the F rench division of Bosque t come up . The 

Zouaves and the Foreign Legion charged the Russian left flank, and com

pletely rolled i t up , while the Chasseurs d 'Afrique found an occasion to 

charge, and the Russian infantry had to ret ire. Thus , fourteen thousand allies, 

30 wi th a loss of one-third of their number , defeated thirty thousand Russ ians , 

and yet i t is acknowledged that the Russians , individually, fought very well, 

while we have seen that their generalship, as far as the plan of a t tack was 

concerned, was far superior to that of the Allies. 

H o w , then, were they bea ten? I t mus t be said that most of the t roops 

35 engaged were the b roken and dispirited remnants of the besiegers of Silistria, 

and i t is certain that Dannenberg ' s corps , next to Osten-Sacken ' s late corps , 

is a t present the wors t in the Russ ian army. But this was not the decisive 

c i rcumstance. The batt le was lost, next to the b ravery of the English, through 

the essentially Russian way in which i t was conducted . I t is Russian warfare 

40 which has succumbed to European warfare . And this is the characteris t ic 

feature of the bat t le . 
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The Russian commander begins by drawing up a very good plan of at tack, 

bor rowed from one of Napoleon ' s most celebrated bat t les , (for no Russian 

General ever had an original thought, not even Suvaroff, whose only origi

nality was that of direct advance) . He follows this up by setting about its 

execut ion in the very bes t manner possible. He establishes himself on the 5 

enemy ' s flank. The strategical movement is completed; the tactical per

formance begins. And here , all at once , the scientific and learned mode of 

warfare , the work of western civilization, is th rown away, and the pure 

barbarism breaks forth. This splendid army, with its old t roops , many of 

w h o m had been twenty-five years under arms, this model of parade-drill , is 10 

so c lumsy, so incapable of skirmishing and fighting in small bodies , tha t its 

officers can do nothing with i t bu t th row its heavy bulk in a single mass upon 

the enemy. All idea of tactical maneuvering is abandoned; advance , advance , 

advance , is the only thing that can be done. This dense mass of living flesh 

was , of course , by its very compactness , the best mark an art i l leryman could 15 

wish for; and while the thin British lines, lying down behind the cres t of the 

hill, were protected from fire, they plowed up the deep columns wi th round 

shot, killing them by thirties and forties at a discharge, and rained a s torm 

of Minié bullets upon them hardly one of which could miss a target of such 

extent . The mere bru te pressure , the weight of this mass was to break, the 20 

allied lines. But here they found an opponent accus tomed to that style of 

warfare. The British, in their Indian wars , have learned to withstand the 

shock of dense masses , even if of superior numbers . And , if the Russians 

are far above the Sikhs or Beloodshis, yet the t roops which were accus tomed 

to bea t six or eight t imes their number of Sikhs or Beloodshis , might well 25 

stand the at tack of three t imes their number of Russ ians , as soon as the 

Russians adopted the tact ics of the Sikhs. The Russian column, w h e n they 

arrived on the top of the hill, we re already broken and disordered by the fire, 

and another volley at fifty yards and a charge with the bayone t was sufficient 

to b reak them. Afterward, as the Russians came up more numerously , the 30 
British, like Napoleon ' s squares among the Mamelukes , a t the Pyramids , 

stood among the flood of Russians surrounding them. The steadiness of 

forces having that full confidence in themselves which only the m e n of a 

highly civilized nation can possess , and the superiority of the a rmament and 

fire of the British, did the rest . The Russians are the wors t shots of all known 35 

t roops , and they showed i t here , else they must have laid low every English

man present . 

This was the character , and this is the significance of the batt le of Inker-

man. I t shows that the glories of the Russian infantry are passing away. I t 

shows that whatever progress Russia may make , the Wes t advances at twice 40 

her ra te , and that she can have no chance with wes tern t roops in an even 
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fight, nor even with such odds as she had at Inkerman. But for the disastrous 

loss of the allied t ranspor ts in the Black Sea we should say that this batt le 

would be sufficient, wi thout very gross blunders on the par t of the English 

and F rench Generals , to render their final success in the Cr imea beyond a 

5 doubt . Of that heavy calamity we have as ye t no details beyond those of a 

telegraphic dispatch, from London , received by our agent a t Liverpool jus t 

before the Pacific sailed; we do not know whether the last vessels carried 

t roops or only victuals and munit ions, and from the silence of the telegraph 

we infer that they did not carry t roops ; bu t , if the large bodies of t roops 

10 dest ined for the Crimea were lost in this s torm, then , indeed, the Allies have 

suffered a harder blow from the elements than from the enemy, and then-

forces before Sevastopol may be dest royed, by disease and harassing at

tacks , before i t can be possible to send them new reënforcements . Another 

and a no less serious danger menaces t hem in the very att i tude of the German 

15 powers . Austr ia now for the first t ime seems really inclined to b reak with 

the wes tern powers and join the Czar , and all Germany will go with her. At 

any ra te , i t cannot be doubted that the momen t for the war to swell into more 

gigantic and terrible proport ions , and to wrap all Europe in its f lames, is now 

close at hand. 
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The Crimean Campaign 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr. 4272, 27. Dezember 1854 

The Crimean Campaign. 

Since the despera te and sanguinary day of Inkerman, the campaign in the 

Cr imea has been marked by no military event of any impor tance ; but , the 

advent of winter without the capture of Sevastopol having given a new 

charac ter to the enterprise, i t becomes proper to review the course of events 5 

since the landing of the Expedit ion, in order to determine w h a t are the 

c i rcumstances and chances amid which i t enters upon the new developments 

that now await it. First , however , we mus t add a few words to our former 

observat ions upon the last memorable batt le . With regard to this event , 

extraordinary confusion and wan t of perspicacity character izes the official 10 
repor t s , all of which we have published. Lord Raglan 's dispatch was evi

dently wri t ten in a great hurry . Confounding that front of his a rmy toward 

the Chernaya with tha t toward Sevastopol, he calls the same flank of his 

position sometimes the right, sometimes the left, in the same dispatch, so 

tha t it is impossible to get a clear idea of the events from this source. Canrob- 15 

er t ' s dispatch is as diffuse and indefinite as it is short , and therefore quite 

use less ; and whoever compares the so-called Menchikoff dispatch of the 

Russian Invalid with the former repor ts of Prince Menchikoff, mus t see at 

a glance that this was not penned by the same man. Nicholas , evidently, has 

found tha t he has allowed quite enough of the liberty of the p ress , and since 20 

telling the t ruth like a gent leman does not prevent his t roops from getting 

bea ten , he considers i t quite as well to re turn to the old system of lying. By 

his Imperial will, t he ordinary course of events is al tered after the fact, and 

a defeated at tack from his relieving army against the besiegers is changed 

to a victorious sally from within the town. The reason is evident : T h e sallying 25 

force necessari ly ret ires into its fortifications so soon as the object of the 

sally is obtained; the re t reat thus is explained and made a mat ter of course ; 

while, if the facts were stated as they actually occurred , the disgrace of the 

defeat could not be hidden. 
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And well might Nicholas do his bes t to hide the c i rcumstances of this battle 

from his people . Never since the batt le of Narva has such disgrace been 

heaped upon the Russian a rms . And, considering the t remendous difference 

be tween the Russians of N a r v a and the Russians of Inkerman, the undrilled 

5 hordes of 1700, and the well-drilled army of 1854, the day of N a r v a must , 

in comparison, be considered a bright one in Russian military history. N a r v a 

was the first grand disaster of a rising nat ion, whose determined spirit learnt 

h o w to conquer by defeat itself. Inkerman almost appears a certain indication 

of the decay of that hot-house development which Russia has exper ienced 

10 since Peter the Great . The artificial growth and the mere effort to keep up , 

with a barbar ian material , a splendid show of civilization, appears already 

to have exhausted the nation, and inflicted a sort of pulmonary consumpt ion 

upon it. In all the batt les of the present century , from Austerli tz and Eylau 

down to Silistria, the Russians had shown themselves excellent soldiers. 

15 Their defeats , wherever they occurred, could be explained ; they left no stain 

upon the honor of the army, if they did upon the reputat ion of its generals. 

But now the mat ter is completely changed. If Balaklava showed the superi

ority of the allied cavalry, if the whole of the siege of Sevastopol shows the 

enormous superiority of the allied artillery over the Russian, still the Russian 

20 infantry remained in possession of its high reputat ion. Inkerman has settled 

this point too. Strange to say, the Russian infantry has forfeited its r enown 

in a batt le , in which, perhaps , the individual Russ ian foot-soldier fought more 

bravely than ever . The sovereign mediocri ty which has been the chief charac

teristic of all military operat ions in this war , bo th on the Russian and the allied 

25 side, has never been made more apparent . E v e r y movement , and every step 

taken, has produced a result exactly the opposi te of wha t was intended. A 

coup de main is under taken , and it turns ou t to involve a campaign—a winter 

campaign even. A battle is fought, but its gain is only momentary , vanishing 

in less than a week from the hands of the victors . An open town is assailed 

30 with heavy siege artillery; but , before the siege t rain is brought up , the open 

town is changed into af ortif ied camp of the first order . A siege is under taken ; 

and, when at the point of being successful, i t has to be given up , because 

a relieving army comes up , and is—not victorious, but defeated. A strong 

position taken up against the relieving army becomes , by the very shortness 

35 of its front, the means in the hands of the relieving army to turn the besiegers 

into the besieged! Thus ten weeks are occupied with a series of efforts, 

combats , t rench-works , plans and counter-plans; winter sets in, and finds 

bo th armies—but especially the allies—quite unprepared for the season: and 

all this with no result bu t a t remendous loss on both sides, leaving a decision 

40 of the campaign as remote and unlikely as ever. 

The forces which the allies brought into the Crimea, from the first invasion 
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to the 5th of November , did not exceed 25,000 British, 35,000 French , and 

10,000 to 15,000 Turks , or from 70,000 to 75,000 altogether. W h e n the ex

pedit ion was under taken, no more reënforcements from England or F rance 

were expec ted ; a few battalions and squadrons were on the road, bu t they 

are comprised in the above estimate. All the additional forces they might have 5 

been able to bring up , at a short notice, must have been T u r k s ; and, in spite 

of Tshe ta te and Silistria, neither the allied commanders nor the allied t roops 

have ever shown any confidence in them. The 60,000 F rench and English 

were , then, the actually reliable port ion of the expedit ion, and they alone can 

be counted as really effective. N o w , this a rmy was too small for a campaign, 10 

and too large for a coup de main. It could not be embarked with rapidity; 

the months employed in preparat ion were sufficient to put the Russians on 

their guard; and, if the presence of the Austrians guaranteed the Principalities 

and Bulgaria from Russian at tacks, i t also guaranteed Bessarabia and Odessa 

from any serious danger ; for, the position of the Austr ians being on the flank 15 

and rear of either line of operat ions, neither a rmy could have marched 

forward without being at their mercy. Thus , the Russians must have been 

certain that all these preparat ions were directed against Sevas topol ; beside 

which, the por ts of Cherson and Nicolaieff, the dock-yards of the Russian 

fleet, were the only points in any way seriously menaced . Russian prepara- 20 

tion in the Crimea was , therefore, sure to follow, step by s tep, the prepara

tions of the allies. And so they did, until, at last, the contemplated coup de 

main was conver ted into a regular campaign, conducted , however—as was 

clear from the way i t was commenced—in the mos t irregular manner . 

When , at the Alma, the allies had to allow the Russ ians to wi thdraw in 25 

perfect order from the field of batt le, al though a t tacked by far superior 

numbers , the first glimpse of the t ruth burs t upon them ; the original plan was 

upset , the coup had failed, a new set of eventualit ies had to be provided for. 

Vacillation followed; days were lost; the march to Balaklava was at last 

resolved upon, and the advantages of a strong defensive posi t ion overruled 30 

the chance of soon obtaining possession of the nor th side of Sevastopol 

which commanded the town, and was , therefore, the decisive point. At the 

same t ime Menchikoff made similar mistakes by his hasty march to Sevas

topol , and his equally hasty counter-march to Bakshiserai . Then followed 

the siege. Nine teen days elapsed before the batteries of the first parallel could 35 

open their fire, and then the advantages remained pret ty equally divided. T h e 

siege wen t on with enormous slowness, but not very surely for all that . H a r d 

work in the t renches , arduous out-post duty acting u p o n men weakened by 

a climate to which they were not bred, and by a fearful epidemic, thinned 

the ranks of the allies wonderfully. Their commanders had scarcely reckoned 40 

upon the common wear and tear of a campaign—they were taken quite 
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unawares by such extraordinary losses. And the medical and commissariat 

depar tments , especially with the British, were totally out of order . Within 

sight lay the rich valley of Baidar, full of all the supplies most wanted ; ye t 

they could not venture into it! They had no hopes of early reënforcements ; 

5 yet the Russians were coming up from all sides. Then came the affair of the 

25th Oct. T h e Russians gained the advantage, and one third of the allied 

cavalry was annihilated. Next followed the batt le of the 5th Nov. , where the 

Russians suffered a repulse , but at a loss to the allies which they could no t 

for a second t ime afford. Since then, bo th the Russian relieving army and 

10 the allied besiegers have been quiet. The siege of Sevastopol , if carried on 

at all, is carried on pro forma. Nobody will pre tend that the lazy, desultory 

fire which the allies have kept up since the 5th of N o v . can do any harm to 

the defenses of the place, or even prevent the Russ ians from repairing the 

damage done up to that t ime. There is no doubt that the siege, if taken up 

15 again, will have to be done over afresh, with the only difference that , perhaps , 

the at tacking bat ter ies are brought some hundred yards nearer the place than 

they were at the first beginning, unless the fire from the town, supported by 

cont inuous at tacks from Inkerman, should prove superior to tha t of the allies, 

and dest roy the more advanced bat ter ies . 

20 Here , then, are the allies, in the beginning of December , in a country with 

cold winters , badly provided with clothing and other materials to enable them 

to get through the bad season in a passable manner ; weak in spite of all 

reënforcements , arrived or on the way ; having lost a vas t number of men ; 

entangled in the pursui t of objects and in modes of action which they never 

25 intended nor prepared for, and having gained nothing, absolutely nothing, 

bu t a consciousness of their individual and tactical superiority over their 

opponents . Twenty thousand men, chiefly French , must by this t ime have 

reënforced them, and more are expected; but if we recollect the difficulties 

and delays which accompanied the first allied expedit ion to Turkey—if we 

30 recollect, moreover , tha t almost all the t ransports used for carrying the first 

a rmy have been kept back, and that new ships must be found for the divisions 

now under orders for the Eas t , we mus t conclude that the army of the Crimea 

will remain without material increase of strength, for some time after the 

arrival of the 20,000 m e n above alluded to. Thus their strength may now be 

35 something like 55,000 to 60,000 men, one-third of w h o m come fresh from 

comfortable garrison life, and will have to suffer heavily before being inured 

to the hardships of a winter b ivouac under a Cr imean sky. In t ruth, these 

very reënforcements may prove an incumbrance , instead of an increase of 

strength, after the disasters encountered by the F rench and English t rans-

40 por ts , in the furious tempes t of N o v . 13. These disas ters , however , cannot 

be said to belong to that order of fatal and overwhelming accidents , which 
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the bes t contr ived plans are unable to foresee or prevent . The storm of 

Nov . 13th was a seasonable storm, and seasonable were the disasters that 

befell the allied fleets. The very date on which the Cr imean expedit ion 

started, after three months of tedious and inexplicable delays, foreboded 

s torms and wrecks , with losses of ships, c rews , m e n and supplies. The 5 

framers of this extraordinary campaign were , moreover , again and again 

forewarned as to the incidents inseparable from Black Sea navigation at so 

advanced a period of the year. They, then, are responsible , even for the 

misfortunes of November 13, which threaten the allied forces with the fate 

of Napoleon ' s army during the Muscovite campaign. The London Times 10 

est imates the total loss of men, incurred on the 13th, at the various stations 

of the Crimea, at a thousand, "besides those that have fallen into the hands 

of the Cossacks . " The same journal also tells us that " t h e Pr ince , a magnifi

cent new screw steamer, of 2,700 tuns , carried out, the o ther day, to Balak

lava, the 46th Regiment ; all the winter clothing for the t roops engaged in the 15 

siege, including 40,000 great-coats , flannel suits, under-clothing, socks and 

gloves, beef, pork and other provisions; hospital stores for Scutari , and a 

vas t quanti ty of shot and shell to carry on the siege. These are wholly lost. 

The Resolute , with 900 tuns of gunpowder , also wen t to the bo t tom. Thus , 

it seems all the materials for carrying on the siege and providing against the 20 

severity of the winter , have been carried off at one fell swoop ; and, even 

if we th ink to content ourselves with merely maintaining our posit ion on the 

hights before Sevastopol , i t is evident that we are not in condit ion to stand 

our wors t foe—the coming winter ." 

Though the Cr imea is an almost insulated port ion of the Russian Empire , 25 

and though the t roops brought up against the allies have not been able to 

dislodge them w h e n only 35,000 strong, yet nobody will ven ture to say that 

these 60,000 allies are strong enough to resist all the t roops Russ ia may bring 

up . The Russians have six divisions of infantry and one reserved division 

in the Crimea, or about 100 battalions, (besides marines and seamen, whom 30 

we have not counted on either side.) These 100 bat tal ions, one-half of which 

have made a murderous campaign of eighteen months on the Danube , cannot 

muster more than 50,000 to 60,000 men; including cavalry, field artillery and 

Cossacks , the whole Russian force in the field will exceed tha t of the allies 

by barely 10,000to 15,000 men . But if i t is true that Lüder s ' s corps , or another 35 

49 battal ions of about 20,000 to 25,000 men, (for they, too , have left one-third 

of their number on the Danube,) is on the march to Pe rekop , if some more 

reserves of the new formations are concentrat ing in the same direction, the 

opportuni ty may very soon present itself to the Russians to strike a grand 

b low; and as superiority, moral , physical, and tactical , only goes a certain 40 

way when opposed to superior numbers and about equal generalship, the 
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result may well be considered doubtful. At the same t ime, if an ex

traordinarily severe winter should interrupt all opera t ions , the allied armies 

are avowedly not in a condition to stand it. 

This view of the state of things in the Cr imea only justifies the doubt and 

5 hesitation with which we have received the announcement that Austria has 

joined the wes te rn powers . Certainly, the c i rcumstances we have detailed 

are not such as would be likely to seduce the Cabinet of Vienna out of its 

wonted indecision, while the precarious position of the British Ministry, and 

the urgent necessity of covering this immense failure in the Eas t by the show 

10 of something considerable gained elsewhere, affords an ample reason for 

exaggerating a small t reaty into a grand offensive and defensive alliance. We 

may be quite wrong in this; but our readers know the reasons for our opinion, 

and time will show whether this vaunted accession of Austr ia to the allies 

is a reality, or a trick specially designed for use at the meeting of Parlia-

15 ment. 
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Progress of the War 

December 14/15, 1854 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4276, I.Januar 1855 

Progress of the War. 

The sun of Austerl i tz has melted in water . A great bat t le , as was con

fidentially announced and believed in Paris , was to be fought before Sevas

topol in celebration of the Second of December ; but from a dispatch of 

Gen. Canrober t , of the 3d of December , it appears that " ra in was falling in 5 

tor rents , the roads were cut up , the t renches filled with water , and the siege 

operations—as well as all the works—put in a state of suspense . " 

The Russians hitherto had the offensive, the Allies the defensive, superi

ority on the Chernaya ; at the walls of Sevastopol i t was the reverse . In other 

words , the Russians were strong enough on the Chernaya to hold the field, 10 

but the Allies were not, though able to keep their posit ion; while at Sevas

topol the Allies, strong enough to carry on the siege, we re so nearly equally 

matched by the garrison, that the operat ions, though not s topped from 

without , yet proceeded with hardly any visible effect. The proport ions of 

force seem about to change, and the Allies appear on the point of becoming 15 

strong enough to repulse the Russians from the Chernaya . In that case the 

Russ ians can act in two ways , after having lost their posi t ion above Inker-

man . Ei ther they can go round and take up the intrenched camp about the 

Nor th For t , or they can with their main body retreat into the interior, where 

the Allies cannot follow them far. The Allies can hardly be strong enough 20 

before February either to invest the nor thern camp or follow a retreating 

a rmy m u c h further than Bakchisarai . They could scarcely fight a second 

bat t le against an army int renched somewhere about Simferopol. In either 

case , they would have to fall back on the Chernaya, and thus this game of 

al ternate advance and retreat is likely to be played all t he winter over , unless , 25 

indeed, Sevastopol , on the south side, succumbs to an assault . But as the 

news , which we receive by the Atlantic, respecting the siege is very meager , 

we cannot say more on this point than that i t is not at all likely. We are , indeed, 

aware that , according to a dispatch of December 7th, published in the Paris 

562 



w 

Progress of the War. December 14/15, 1854 

Moniteur, and reprinted in the L o n d o n papers , the allied armies had all of 

a sudden got the upper hand, and only two days after the deluge, "a lmost 

completed the investment of the town . " This spurious dispatch was evidently 

concocted with a view to make amends for the baffled 2d of December 

5 prophecy . 

A short t ime ago we gave a s ta tement of the sum total of the Russian army, 

together with its disposal. We then showed tha t of these nearly three-quarters 

of a million soldiers, up to the present t ime, hardly one-third had been 

engaged in active operat ions, and that the far greater port ion of the remaining 

10 two-thirds were employed to menace Austria. In spite of the reënforcements 

sent to the Crimea, mat ters have not been m u c h altered since then; for 

Dannenberg ' s corps , the 4th, which marched to the relief of Sevastopol , was 

wi thdrawn from the army of the Danube , where i t had been previously 

reënforced. The only essential change in the posi t ion of the great Wes te rn 

15 Army of Russia, as we may call the corps of some 300,000 men concent ra ted 

on the Austr ian frontier, is a slight extension of its left wing towards Bessara

bia, and the Middle Dniester , in which posit ion it is enabled, in case of need, 

to receive the remnants of the army of the Danube in case of their re t reat 

from Bessarabia. The great Wes te rn Army may, besides , have de tached a 

20 couple of divisions to the Crimea, and a few reënforcements to the Danube , 

but in the whole its strength is unimpaired, and the march of the 3d division 

of the Guards from Revel , and of some more reserves , will have made up 

for these de tachments . 

The Danubian army, however , may be considered as entirely b roken up , 

25 and reduced to a mere corps of demonstrat ion, placed in Bessarabia to keep 

up the appearance of a Russ ian occupat ion as long as possible. By Liprandi ' s 

and afterwards Dannenberg ' s depar ture , tha t a rmy was deprived of the whole 

of the 4th corps , (10th, 11th and 12th Divisions,) deducting from the remain

ing five divisions, the 7th, 8th, 9th, 14th and 15th, the t roops necessary for 

30 the occupat ion of the coast , and the garrisons of the fortresses from Bender 

and Ismail, to Cherson and Nicolaieff, and, considering the enormous losses 

of the two Danubian campaigns, these five divisions could not muster for 

field operat ions more than 15,000 men. They are placed near the coast , and 

wherever there is coast , the Russian defensive, so efficient in the hear t of 

35 the continent , is lame in the ext reme. It has to guard numerous fortresses 

and dépôts against the at tacks of the hostile fleet, and thus it is explained, 

that of the 30,000 or 35,000 men composing these five divisions, not one-half 

is disposable for the field. 

The dissolution of the army of the Danube , like mos t of the great strategical 

40 measures taken by Russia, (for the blunders generally commence with the 

execution of them,) is a very well-chosen s tep. Since the Anglo-French have 
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engaged themselves over head and ears in the Crimea, no enemy opposes 

the Russians on the Danube . Omer Pasha 's army, hardly amounting to some 

40,000 men after the wear and tear of two campaigns, never made up for, 

has , by the aid of wes tern diplomacy, been so broken up , as to leave i t 

scarcely sufficient to invest Ismail, much less to de tach a corps to cover the 5 

siege, or to repel the Russians in the field. Besides, an a t tack upon Bessara

bia, which would have afforded a powerful diversion some months ago, 

would now lack a definite military object, and, consequent ly , Omer Pasha ' s 

a rmy is now sent to the Crimea. The only force, then , purport ing to menace 

the Russians on the south-west , is now the Austrian army, which, in a force 10 

of some 270,000, occupies Galicia, Transylvania and Moldavia. This force 

must , above all things, be held in check. For , should it declare itself hostile 

to Russia, Bessarabia, and even the country up to the Bug would have to 

be abandoned, and operat ions have to be conducted either from the offensive 

basis of the Polish fortresses, or from the defensive basis of Kiew and the 15 

Dnieper . In bo th cases a Danubian army would be cut off, and have to find 

a base of its own somewhere in the steppes of the South, which is no easy 

mat ter , in a country which feeds many horses and sheep, but very few men. 

On the other hand, should Austria declare for Russia, or turn the points of 

her neutral bayonets towards the Alps and the Rhine, then the Polish army 20 

might either march into Germany as a reserve to the Austr ians , after sending 

a strong corps toward the Danube,—or the Austr ians pour in a mass upon 

the Danube and risk a march to Constantinople. In either case , a separate 

army on the Danube , stronger than a demonstra t ion corps , was super

fluous. 25 

As to the cooperat ion of Austr ia in this war, we can, of course , only speak 

in an altogether hypothetical way. The noisily t rumpeted Trea ty of Alliance 

said to have been concluded by her with France and England on the 2d of 

December , turns out to be but a snare laid for Parl iament, as we warned our 

readers immediately on the announcement of the Treaty . 30 

In the Queen ' s speech the Treaty is alluded to in these words : " I t is with 

satisfaction I inform you that , together with the Emperor of the French , I 

have concluded a treaty with the Emperor of Austr ia, from which I anticipate 

important advantages to the common cause ; " but , being hard pressed by 

Lord Derby , Aberdeen wen t the length of declaring: " W e propose only that 35 

the House should learn with satisfaction that Her Majesty has made a t reaty 

from which she (viz., old Aberdeen) , anticipates important advantages . " 

This is all the satisfaction he gave. Lord John Russell , in the Lower House , 

was forced by Mr. Disraeli to advance a step further, and plainly to confess 

that the boasted t reaty of alliance means neither a t reaty nor an alliance. He 40 

avows that it binds Austria to nothing at all, while it forces the Weste rn 
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Powers into an alliance offensive and defensive with Austria, if she should 

choose to declare war on Russia, and obliges them besides to propose to 

Russia, before the end of the year, condit ions of peace on the basis of the 

famous four points . After all, Austr ia might then, "wi thout a breach of fai th ," 

5 release herself from the alliance by saying, " a t the last moment , " she did 

not concur in the interpretat ion put on the four points by the Weste rn Powers . 

The result of Lord John Russell 's explanat ion of the glorious t reaty of 

December 2, was an immediate fall of the funds, bo th at L o n d o n and at 

Paris . 

10 A year ago, the coalition pre tended to have allowed the massacre of Sinope 

to take place in order to obtain the alliance of the German powers . Now, a 

sham treaty with one of these powers is held out as the equivalent for the 

loss not of a Turkish fleet, bu t of a British army. We are even assured by 

the latest German papers , tha t the opening of the British Parl iament has given 

15 the signal for the reappearance of the specter of the Vienna Conference, 

which was about once more to set its cumbrous machinery at work . 

However , as Austr ia, according to Lord John Russell , declares i t possible 

that she may be driven to war with Russia, and as the position taken by the 

Russian army on the Austr ian frontier indicates the same thing, we may 

20 suppose, for a moment , that Austr ia and the rest of Germany, even including 

Prussia, are to join the Western Powers . H o w far would Russia be prepared 

to meet such an eventuali ty? 

If in 1812 the Continental force launched against Russia , was far weaker 

than that which she may perhaps see on her frontiers in April or May; if then 

25 England was her ally instead of her foe, Russia may console herself with the 

reflection that the more numerous the armies are which penetra te into her 

interior, the more chance is there of their speedy destruct ion, and that, on 

the other hand, she has now three t imes the t roops under arms which she 

had then. 

30 N o t that we think "Ho ly Russ ia" unassailable. On the contrary , Austr ia 

alone we consider fully her equal as to military resources , while Austr ia and 

Prussia united, are quite able, if merely military chances are taken into 

account , to force her to an ignominious peace . Any forty millions of men, 

concentra ted upon a country of the size of Germany proper , will be able to 

35 cope successfully with the scat tered sixty millions of Russian subjects. The 

strategy of an at tack upon Russia from the wes t has been clearly enough 

defined by Napoleon, and had he not been forced by circumstances of a 

non-strategic nature to deviate from his plan, Russia ' s supremacy and in

tegrity were seriously menaced in 1812. Tha t plan was to advance to the 

40 Dwina and the Dnieper , to organize a defensive position, bo th as to forti

fications, dépôts and communicat ions , to take her fortresses on the Dwina, 
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and to delay the march to Moscow, until the spring of 1813. He was induced 

to abandon this plan, late in the season, from political reasons , from the 

outcry of his officers against winter quarters in Li thuania, and from a blind 

faith in his invincibility. He marched to Moscow, and the result is known. 

The disaster was immensely aggravated by the mal-administration of the 5 

French Commissariat , and by the want of warm clothing for the soldiers. H a d 

these things been bet ter a t tended to , Napoleon, on his retreat , might have 

found himself at Wilna at the head of an army twice in numbers that which 

Russ ia could oppose to him. His errors are before u s ; they are none of them 

of a na ture irremediable: the fact of his penetrating to Moscow, the march 10 

of Charles XII to Pul towa, prove that the country is accessible, though 

difficult of access ; and as to maintaining a victorious army in its hear t , tha t 

all depends upon the length of the line of operat ions , on the dis tance and 

the security of the bases . Napoleon 's line of operat ions from the Rhine to 

Eylau and Friedland, if we consider long lines of operat ions in their capacity 15 

of d rawbacks upon the active force of an army, will be about equal to a line 

of operat ions from Bres t Li tovski (supposing the Polish for tresses to be 

t aken in the first year) to Moscow. And in this supposit ion no account is t aken 

of the c i rcumstance that the immediate base of operat ions would have been 

advanced to Vitebsk, Mohilev and Smolensk, wi thout which prepara tory act 20 
a march on Moscow would certainly be hazardous . 

Russia is certainly thinly populated ; but we must not forget that the central 

provinces—the very hear t of Russian nationality and strength—have a popula

tion equal to that of central Europe . In Poland—that is, the five governments 

consti tuting the Russian kingdom of Poland—the average is about the same. 25 

The mos t populous districts of Russia—Moscow, Tula , Riasan, Nijni-

Novgorod, Kaluga, Yaroslaf, Smolensk, etc.—are the very hear t of Great 

Russia , and form a compact body ; they are continued, on the south, by the 

equally populous Little Russian Provinces of Kiew, Pul towa, Tchernigof, 

Woronesh , e tc . There are , in all, 29 Provinces or Governments , in which the 30 

populat ion is quite half as dense as that of Germany. It is only the eas tern 

and nor thern Provinces , and the steppes of the south, where populat ion is 

very thin; partly also the formerly Polish Provinces of the west—Minsk, 

Mohilev and Grodno—on account of extensive swamps be tween the (Polish) 

Bug and Dniester. But an advancing army, having in i ts rear the corn-produc- 35 

ing plains of Poland, Volhynia and Podolia, and in front, and for its theater 

of operat ions , those of Central Russia, need not be afraid of its subsis tence, 

if it manages the matter anything like well, and if it learns from the Russians 

themselves how to employ the means of t ranspor t of the country . As for a 

devasta t ion of all resources by the retreating a rmy, as in 1812, such a thing 40 

is only possible on one line of operat ions, and in its immediate vicinity; and 
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if Napoleon had not , by his hurried advance from Smolensk, tied himself 

down to a very short t ime in which to complete his campaign, he would have 

found plenty of resources around him. But being in a hurry , he could not 

forage out the country at a short distance from his line of march, and his 

5 foraging part ies , at that t ime, appear actually to have been afraid of penetrat 

ing far into the immense pine forests which separate village from village. An 

a r m y which can detach strong cavalry part ies to hunt up provisions, and the 

numerous car ts and wagons of the country , can easily provide itself with 

everything necessary in the shape of food; and it is not likely that Moscow 

10 will burn down a second t ime. But even in that case , a re t reat to Smolensk 

cannot be prevented, and there the army would find its well-prepared base 

of operat ion provided with every necessary. 

But not only military questions are to be decided. Such a war must be 

brought to a close by political action too . It is possible that the declaration 

15 of Germany against Russia would be the signal for the restorat ion of Poland 

by Russia herself. Nicholas would certainly not par t with the Lithuanian and 

other West-Russian provinces ; bu t the kingdom of Poland, Galicia, Posen, 

and perhaps West and Eas t Prussia, would form a pret ty good-sized kingdom. 

Whether such a revival of Poland would be durable , w h o can tell? One thing 

20 is certain: it would put an end to what is hollow in the enthusiasm for Poland, 

which, for the last forty years , has been affected by everybody and anybody 

calling himself liberal or progressive. A Russian appeal to Hungary would 

be sure to follow; and, if the Magyars should demur , we must not forget that 

two-thirds of the population of Hungary consis ts of Slaves, who consider 

25 the Magyars as a ruling and intruding aris tocracy. On the other hand, Austr ia 

would, in such a case , not hesi tate to res tore the ancient Hungar ian Con

stitution, thus aiming to blot Hungary out of the map of revolut ionary 

Europe . 

This suffices to show wha t a wide perspect ive of military and political 

30 interest would be opened by the accession of Austr ia to the western alliance, 

and a chance of a war of all Europe against Russia . On the contrary supposi

tion, the spring is likely to see a million and a half of soldiers ar rayed against 

the Western Powers , and an Austro-Prussian a rmy marching on the French 

frontiers. And then the management of the war is sure to be taken out of 

35 the hands of its present leaders . 
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The Military Power of Austria. 

It is a curious fact , that the English press , which, for the last six months , 

has busied itself with nothing but the position of Austr ia, should never have 

given us any posit ive information about the real military force which Austr ia 

can throw into the scale the moment she may choose to follow a definite line 5 

of policy. The London daily journals have been divided upon the quest ion 

whether the Austr ian alliance or an open rupture with Austr ia was the prefer

able thing. But these journals , which represent the public opinion of a nat ion 

priding itself upon being the most businesslike in the world, have never 

condescended to enter into those details and statistics which, not only in 10 

t rade and political economy, but also in national policy, form the ground

work of every measure intelligently adopted. In t ruth, the British press would 

seem to be conducted by gentlemen who are as ignorant in their line of 

business as those British officers who think they are doing all their duty when 

they buy a commission. One paper says the Austr ian alliance must be culti- 15 

vated at all hazards and under all c i rcumstances , because Austr ia is an 

immense military power. Another says the Austrian alliance is worse than 

useless , because all her energies are required to keep in check Hungary , 

Poland and Italy. What the real military forces of Austr ia are, neither the 

one nor the other ever trouble themselves to know. 20 

The Austr ian army, though managed up to 1849 according to a cumbrous 

and old-fashioned system, was entirely remodeled in that year. The defeats 

in Hungary had as great a par t in it as the victories in Italy. The Ad

ministration was freed from old traditional hinderances. The army, employed 

in a country where revolut ion in the capital and civil war in the provinces 25 

had only jus t been subdued, was organized on a regular war footing. The 

distribution of the army into permanent brigades, divisions, and corps , as 

i t existed under Napoleon, and as i t exists now in the Russ ian active army, 

was introduced with success . The 77 regiments of infantry, beside riflemen, 

568 



The Military Power of Austria 

and 40 regiments of cavalry, which had been split up during both the Italian 

and Hungar ian campaigns, not only battal ions of the same regiment, but even 

companies of the same battalions being employed partly in Hungary and 

pa rdy in Italy at the same t i m e - w e r e now reunited and brigaded in such a 

5 manner as to prevent any similar disorder and to insure the regular course 

of regimental administration. According to this new plan, the Austr ian force 

is divided into four armies, composed of twelve corps d 'armée and two corps 

of cavalry. Eve ry army is not only complete in the three a rms , but provided 

with a perfectly independent administrative staff, and the material to insure 

10 its immediate readiness for action. The first army—1st, 2d, and 9th army-

corps—generally occupies the German provinces of the Empire ; the second 

army—5th, 6th, 7th and 8th army-corps , and 2d cavalry-corps, and the third 

army—10th, 11th and 12th army-corps , and 1st cavalry-corps—generally 

occupy the Hungar ian and Slavonic provinces ; while the fourth army, con-

15 sisting only of the 4th army-corps , occupies Italy. 

Every army-corps consists of from two to three divisions of infantry, one 

or two brigades of cavalry, four bat ter ies of reserve-arti l lery, and the neces

sary de tachments of pontonniers , train-commissariat , and medical officers. 

A cavalry-corps consists of two divisions, equal to four brigades, or eight 

20 regiments of cavalry, wi th a corresponding number of light bat ter ies . An 

infantry-division consists of two brigades of five battal ions, with one foot 

bat tery each, and from two to four squadrons of cavalry. 

The whole force thus distributed consists , as we have stated above , of 

seventy-seven regiments of infantry, bes ide riflemen, forty regiments of 

25 cavalry, and fourteen regiments of field-artillery, beside garrison-artillery, 

engineers, sappers , etc . The infantry is composed of sixty-two regiments of 

the line, fourteen regiments of frontier-infantry, and one regiment and 

twenty-five battalions of riflemen. A regiment of the line consists of five 

active and one dépôt-battal ions, or of twenty-eight active and four dépôt-

30 companies . The active company numbers two hundred and twenty men, the 

dépôt-company one hundred and thirty. A regiment of the line, consequent ly , 

is expected to number , in its five active battal ions, 5,964 men, or, for 

62 regiments , inclusive of dépôts , 369,800 men . The frontier-infantry, count

ing fourteen regiments , has two active and one reserve battalions to each 

35 regiment, equal to twelve active and four reserve companies . The active 

company has the strength of 242 men, inclusive of 22 riflemen. A frontier-

regiment, therefore, numbers 3,850 men , and the whole of the four teen 

regiments numbers 55,200. The rifle-force, or Jägers , consists of one regi

men t of seven battalions—32 companies , inclusive of dépôt ; and 25 battal-

40 ions—125 companies , inclusive of dépôts ; every company numbering 

202 men, making the entire rifle-force 32,500. The total is thus 470,000 men. 
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The Austr ian cavalry consists of 16 heavy regiments , (8 cuirassiers and 

8 dragoons,) and 24 light regiments, (12 hussars and 12 lancers.) In the arm 

of cavalry, the different nationalities composing the Austr ian Empi re have 

each been used, very properly, according to their distinctive capabilit ies. The 

cuirassiers and dragoons are almost exclusively Germans and Bohemians ; 5 

the hussars are all Hungar ians , and the lancers are all Poles. In the infantry 

a similar distinction could hardly be kept up with any profit. As a general 

rule, the Germans and Hungarians form the élite bat tal ions of grenadiers , 

while the Tyrolese (German and Italian) and the Styrians generally furnish 

the rif lemen; and the great majority of the frontier infantry is composed of 10 

Croats and Servians, who are equally well adapted to the duties of light 

infantry. 

The heavy cavalry counts six active squadrons and one dépôt-squadron 

to each regiment—the squadron numbering 194 men. The light cavalry counts 

eight active and one dépôt-squadron to each regiment, wi th 227 men to each 15 

squadron. The entire active cavalry force is 62,500, without dépôts , and 

67,000 men , including dépôts . 

The artillery consists of twelve field regiments , one coas t regiment, and 

one rocket regiment. The Austr ians have no horse-artil lery. In what they call 

cavalry-artillery, the men serving the guns are t ranspor ted on the carriages. 20 

E v e r y field regiment has four cavalry-batteries, (six-pounders,) and seven 

foot-batteries, (four six-pounders and three twelve-pounders ,) beside re

serve companies . Eve ry ba t tery has eight guns. The coas t regiment has no 

permanent bat ter ies , but is only divided into battalions and companies , and 

employed for garrisoning the coast defenses. The rocket-regiment has 25 

18 bat ter ies , of eight tubes each. The total of Austr ian artillery is thus seen 

to be 1,056 guns and 114 rocket- tubes. The artillery has , bes ides , eight 

bat tal ions of garrison artillery, of about 10,400 men, with technical de

tachments consisting of 4,500 men. The engineering t roops number about 

16,700 men . 30 

Besides these active, reserve and garrison t roops , Austr ia possesses sepa

rate corps organized for special service, who , although not available as active 

combatan ts , prevent a reduct ion of the active force by those drafts of men 

which very often reduce battalions to companies , and regiments of cavalry 

to squadrons . There are three sanitary battal ions, t ra in- t roops, and with 35 

every army corps a de tachment of cavalry to do duty as orderlies. T h e latter 

institution has just been introduced into the English army, by the formation 

of the Mounted Staff Corps. The whole Austr ian army counts altogether 

something like 476,000 men , and 1,140 guns of active t roops ; including 

dépôts , technical t roops , staff, garrison and police t roops , (gens d 'armes,) 40 

they count about 620,000. 
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The Austr ian soldier serves eight years , remaining for two years more in 

the reserve . By this arrangement a reserve is kept available, which, in the 

case of war , can be called out to the strength of about 120,000 men . In the 

military frontier every Grenzer has to serve from his twent ie th to his fiftieth 

5 year . Thus the active force of 55,000 frontier infantry can be increased up 

to 150,000 or 200,000 men. During the year of 1849 there were at least 150,000 

of them under a rms. But at that t ime the military frontier was so deser ted 

tha t the w o m e n had to do all the work of husbandry . 

The sum total of these details, for the correc tness of which we can vouch, 

10 shows that the military organization of Austr ia allows her to take the field, 

at once , with a force of 600,000 men, of whom 300,000, at the utmost , may 

be made available on any given point; and, at the same t ime, a reserve of 

about 200,000 veteran soldiers may be called out , wi thout the necessi ty of 

any ext ra recruiting, or ext ra strain upon the product ive forces of the 

15 country . 

The Russian army is organized upon a footing which allows of far greater 

numbers being admit ted into its frame-work. The populat ion of Russia is 

60,000,000 to Austr ia 's 40,000,000; yet, we have seen that Austr ia, by merely 

calling in the reserves , can increase her a rmy beyond 800,000; while Russia, 

20 in order to attain the same number , has been obliged not only to call in the 

reserves , bu t also to recruit fresh t roops , at a ratio equal to four years ' regular 

conscription. 
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New York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4059, 21. April 1854 

The War. 

The most interesting feature of the news brought by the Asia yesterday is the 
announcement made in the City article of The London Times of April 8, that the 
Turkish loan had failed after all, and that Namik Pasha had gone home without 

5 any money. This is stated by the City writer of The Times with positiveness 
and circumstantiality, but we cannot give it perfect credence. In the first place 
our own correspondent at London, who is almost certain to be exactly informed 
on whatever related to the transactions of Turkey, there and at Paris, states 
the contrary with equal minuteness. In the second place, Namik Pasha had 

10 brought his negotiations to a conclusion, whatever it was, and started for home 
on Monday, and it is not till Friday, after he had been gone four days, that the 
writer in The Times learns that he has failed, and that the loan is withdrawn 
from the market. Certainly, if he had gone home in disappointment, this fact 
would hardly have remained unknown, and the loan would hardly have been 

15 kept for sale four days longer. Such are the circumstances which militate against 
this important statement; still there is an evident possibility of its truth, as well as of 
the inference of The Times, that the French Government has not advanced to 
Turkey the sum of $2,000,000 as stated in the journals of Paris. Should all this 
prove true, and should what is suggested by. the same writer also prove true, 

20 namely, that the allies will not come forward to guarantee the proposed loan, it 
would go far to confirm the suspicion that they do not mean honestly by the 
Sultan. The only alternative to this inference is to be found in the fact that 
the Ottoman Government have taken possession of the mosques of the Empire 
and of their funds, which are believed to be considerable, undertaking on the 

25 other hand hereafter to support the priesthood and the other expenses of worship 
from the imperial treasury, just as is done in France and other countries of 
Western Europe. This measure, whose execution, as we learn from Constan
tinople, is being energetically pushed forward, may possibly put the Porte at 
ease, financially, for the time being; otherwise it has no resource but in a loan, 

30 and if defeated in obtaining it, must be terribly embarrassed in prosecuting the 
war, at the same time that it is exposed to the danger of serious outbreaks on 
the part of the most zealous and trustworthy portion of its Mussulman sub
jects. 
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Our correspondent at Vienna announces the conclusion of an alliance between 
the German powers, by which the entire Confederation, including Austria and 
Prussia of course, undertakes to maintain neutrality through the war. Whether 
they can succeed in keeping out of the quarrel for so long a time is a question 
on which a positive opinion cannot be formed at present. The new complications 5 
which may arise, and the new interests which may be developed in the course 
of the struggle, may very easily render nugatory the most exact calculations that 
can how be made. Certain it is that but for dread of revolution, against which 
Russia is supposed to offer a protection, the German powers, and especially 
the German people, must all desire the humiliation of the Czar, whose pre- 10 
pondérant influence they hate, and whose aggrandizement they spontaneously 
incline to resist. But on the other side, such is their pecuniary weakness, and 
so entire is their doubt of the loyalty of their subjects, that they must regard 
the risk of permanent Russian supremacy as far less formidable than that of 
engaging in a universal war with the revolution lying in ambush behind the 15 
eventualities of the contest. So they will remain neutral as long as they can, 
and will hold themselves ready, when they finally decide to go into the fight, 
to embrace whichever side offers them the greater advantages. We do not 
believe they will be led either way by any other motives than regard for their 
own interest. All the gratitude Austria owes Russia will indeed only prove a 20 
reason for her to attack the Czar should other causes seem to render it the 
more profitable course, and the same is true of all Germany as well. 

From the seat of War on the Danube there is no intelligence of great impor
tance, we must, however, soon hear of fighting in that quarter. The allied 
fleets are in the Black Sea, and Sir Charles Napier is advancing in the Baltic. 25 
The Russians are said to have abandoned the Island of Aland, and he can occupy 
it without difficulty. We shall not have to wait long for him to begin; his 
fashion is to strike rapidly and powerfully, and he will not now change. 
The steamers now about to arrive can scarcely fail to bring bloody intelli
gence. 30 

In England the opinion is being adopted that the war must be a long and hard 
one. They are looking carefully into their state of preparation to carry it on. 
In the House of Lords on the 7th inst. Earl Grey made a speech showing that the 
administration of the British army is now and long has been in the highest degree 
faulty, extravagant, and opposed to efficiency, rapidity and unity in the service. 35 
The care and provision of the troops he proved to be of so very defective 
a description as to leave room to expect injurious consequences in the army 
now sent to Turkey; and he held up a radical reform in the administration of 
the whole military establishment as absolutely essential to success in the present 
war. His speech justly made a deep impression on the House, and we doubt not 40 
will carry with it the opinion of the public. The London Times gives it a power
ful indorsement. 
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The English Middle Class. 

With the rising power of the middle class element in England, it is natural to suppose 
that its old position toward the aristocracy should gradually become modified to suit 
the altered circumstances, and that the established relations between the two classes 

5 should begin to be practically inconvenient. Within the last five years some note
worthy occurrences have taken place in harmony with this supposition. About five 
years ago Jones Lloyd, the wealthy Banker, was made a Peer with the title of Lord 
Overstone; he had invested some of his enormous wealth in purchasing an estate in 
the County of Northampton, and the aristocracy, true to their old policy, determined 

10 to allow him within their ranks, not because he was a millionaire, but because he was 
a "lord of acres broad." Now, what was the condition they demanded of Jones Lloyd? 
That he should quit all connection with banking and commerce. And Jones Lloyd 
submitted to the condition. Therefore it is evident the aristocracy have relaxed 
nothing of their traditional ideas concerning what is a meet qualification for a peerage. 

15 But will everybody of the haute bourgeoisie be as pliant as Jones Lloyd? Probably 
not. Nay more, we have an instance on record of the highest authority where a peerage 
was rejected during life and forbidden to the sons after death. We allude to the 
memorable case of the late Sir Robert Peel. He, the son and grandson of a Lancashire 
mill-owner and manufacturer, aspired in the latter years of his life to lead the great 

20 middle class, and though the peerage was for years within his grasp, he preferred to 
remain the first Commoner of England, and shrank from shelving himself from the 
sphere of public action in the House of Lords. We have the emphatic testimony of 
his life to the fact that somewhere within the middle class rests the attractive center 
of political power; and that clause in his will whereby he forbade his children ever 

25 to accept a peerage for any public services of his, when read by the light of the events 
of 1848, still fresh in the public mind—what a revolutionary example and precedent 
it was! Dying, he thus revenged himself terribly upon the aristocracy of mere birth 
for the many stings his sensitive soul had been made to suffer on account of his 
plebeian origin, since as a boy he first went to Harrow. Lord John Russell has so far 

30 followed the precedent of Sir Robert Peel ; the peerage has long been within his reach, 
but though a son and brother of a Duke of Bedford, he also refuses to shelve himself. 
Quite lately this determination of his must have been put to a strong test. The office 
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of President of the Council is almost always held by a Peer, and when in the recent 
Ministerial changes he accepted that office it was generally believed that he would 
be raised to the peerage. But No! he preferred to remain a Commoner, to vacate his 
seat, address the Electors of the City of London, and be returned by acclamation. 
Sir William Molesworth likewise regards the rumor that he was about to be elevated 5 
to the House of Lords as an aspersion on his political character, and takes care to 
publish a positive denial that he was likely to accept a peerage. 

So much for the peerage; but it would seem that the Knighthood as it carries with 
it no political power, has been flung away to satisfy the parvenue bourgeoisie. On 
this ground we can explain the elevation to that rank of Sir Joseph Paxton, the Duke 10 
of Devonshire's head gardener, and Sir John Fox, a contractor. But will this satisfy 
the middle class sense of self-importance in all cases? Apparently not; for Stephen
son, the engineer, contemptuously declined the trumpery dignity, and still more 
recently Dargan, the railway contractor, has followed his example, thinking, no doubt, 
that to accept it would be putting himself in a false position. In vain Royalty woos 15 
him, visits him in his handsome mansion, an honor previously vouchsafed only to 
the highest aristocracy; the coy burgher shrinks from the extended hand of majesty, 
while Queen Victoria, grasping the arm of the reluctant citizen, affords an expression 
of the need that feudalism has of being propped up in these days by the industrial 
leaders of the epoch. 20 

But while the middle class are thus slowly winning power from the aristocracy, 
it is natural to ask, how are the middle classes likely to use their newly acquired 
influence? This matter must be looked at from no class point of view, but from broad 
humanitarian grounds; and the question that overleaps all others is this one—how is 
the fate and social condition of England's toiling millions likely to be affected by the 25 
change? 

Some politicians of the so-called liberal school have talked largely of the "union 
of the middle and working classes," but the idea is absurdly chimerical. Broad is the 
gulf that separates the employer from the employed—the master from the servant. 
As regards domestic service, let the last judicial words of Talfourd speak: "How 30 
painful," said he, "is the thought that there are men and women growing up around 
us ministering to our comforts and necessities, continually inmates of our dwellings, 
with whose affections and nature we are as much unacquainted as if they were 
inhabitants of some other sphere." And in order that there may be no confusion as 
to the respective inhabitants of the "two spheres," the middle class ladies, oblivious 35 
of their own comparatively recent emancipation from serfdom, compel their female 
servants to wear "caps" as badges of the lower sphere, and seldom allow their maids 
to apparel themselves sprucely for fear of an obliteration, not of land, but of money 
marks. 

And as regards the journeyman of all descriptions, in what relation does he stand 40 
to his employer? All know with what opposition the employers met the "Ten Hours" 
bill. The Tories, out of spite for the recent loss of the Corn Laws, helped the working 
class to get it; but when passed, the reports of the district supervisors show with what 
shameless cunning and petty underhand treacheries it was evaded. Every subsequent 
attempt in Parliament to subject Labor to more humane conditions has been met by 45 
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the middle class representatives with the catch-cry of Communism ! Mr. Cobden has 
acted thus a score of times. Within the workshops for years the aim of the employers 
has been to prolong the hours of labor beyond human endurance, and by an un
principled use of the contract system, by pitting one man against another, to cut down 

5 the earning of the skilled to that of the unskilled laborer. It was this system that at 
last drove the Amalgamated Engineers to revolt, and the brutality of the expressions 
that passed current among the masters at that time showed how little of refined or 
humane feeling was to be looked for from them. Their boorish ignorance was further 
displayed in the employment by the Masters' Association of a certain third-rate 

10 littérateur, Sidney Smith, to undertake their defense in the public press and to carry 
on the war of words with their revolted hands. The style of their hired writer well 
fitted the task he had to perform, and when the battle was over, the Masters, having 
no more need of literature or the press, gave their hireling his congé. Although the 
middle class do not aim at the learning, of the old school, they do not for that cultivate 

15 either modern science or literature. The ledger, the desk, business, that is education 
sufficient. Their daughters, when expensively educated, are superficially endowed 
with a few "accomplishments;" but the real education of the mind and the storing 
it with knowledge is not even dreamed of. 

The present splendid brotherhood of fiction-writers in England, whose graphic and 
20 eloquent pages have issued to the world more political and social truths than have 

been uttered by all the professional politicians, publicists and moralists put together, 
have described every section of the middle class from the "highly genteel" annuitant 
and Fundholder who looks upon all sorts of business as vulgar, to the little shop
keeper and lawyer's clerk. And how have Dickens and Thackeray, Miss Brontë and 

25 Mrs. Gaskell painted them? As full of presumption, affectation, petty tyranny and 
ignorance; and the civilized world have confirmed their verdict with the damning 
epigram that it has fixed to this class "that they are servile to those above, and 
tyrannical to those beneath them." 

The cramped and narrow sphere in which they move is to a certain degree due to 
30 the social system of which they form a part. As the Russian nobility live uneasily 

betwixt the oppression of the Czar above them and the dread of the enslaved masses 
below them, so the English middle class are hemmed in by the aristocracy on the one 
hand and the working classes on the other. Since the peace of 1815, whenever the 
middle class have wished to take action against the aristocracy, they have told the 

35 working classes that their grievances were attributable to some aristocratic privilege 
and monopoly. By this means the middle class roused the working classes to help 
them in 1832 when they wanted the Reform bill, and having got a Reform bill for 
themselves, have ever since refused one to the working classes—nay, in 1848, actually 
stood arrayed against them armed with special-constable staves. Next, it was the 

40 repeal of the Corn Laws that would be the panacea for the working classes. Well, 
this was won from the aristocracy, but the "good time" was not yet come, and last 
year, as if to take away the last possibility of a similar policy for the future, the 
aristocracy were compelled to accede to a tax on the succession to real estate—a tax 
which the same aristocracy had selfishly exempted themselves from in 1793, while 

45 they imposed it on the succession to personal estate. With this rag of a grievance 
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vanished the last chance of gulling the working classes into the belief that their hard 
lot was due solely to aristocratic legislation. The eyes of the working classes are now 
fully opened: they begin to cry: "Our St. Petersburg is at Preston!" Indeed, the last 
eight months have seen a strange spectacle in that town—a standing army of 
14,000 men and women subsidized by the trades unions and workshops of all parts 5 
of the United Kingdom, to fight out a grand social battle for mastery with the capital
ists, and the capitalists of Preston, on their side, held up by the capitalists of Lanca
shire. 

Whatever other shapes this social struggle may hereafter assume, we have seen 
only the beginning of it. It seems destined to nationalize itself and present phases 10 
never before seen in history, for it must be borne in mind that though temporary 
defeat may await the working classes, great social and economical laws are in opera
tion which must eventually insure their triumph. The same industrial wave which has 
borne the middle class up against the aristocracy, is now, assisted as it is and will 
be by emigration, bearing the working classes up against the middle classes. Just as 15 
the middle class inflict blows upon the aristocracy, so will they receive them from 
the working classes. It is the instinctive perception of this fact that already fetters 
the action of that class against the aristocracy. The recent political agitations of the 
working classes have taught the middle class to hate and fear overt political move
ments. In their cant, "respectable men don't join them, Sir." The higher middle classes 20 
ape the aristocracy in their modes of life, and endeavor to connect themselves with 
it. The consequence is that the feudalism of England will not perish beneath the 
scarcely perceptible dissolving processes of the middle class; the honor of such a 
victory is reserved for the working classes. When time shall be ripe for their recog
nised entry upon the stage of political action, there will be within the lists three 25 
powerful classes confronting each other—the first representing the land; the second, 
money; the third, labor. And as the second is triumphing over the first, so, in its turn, 
it must yield before its successor in the field of political and social conflict. 

582 



The English Middle Class 

(Second Article) 

New-York Daily Tribune. 
Nr.4196, 29. September 1854 

The English Middle-Class. 

The whole system of Class Government in Britain hinges upon the political sub
serviency of the middle-class to the aristocracy. The middle-class have the power, 
and lack only the will, to take a political position befitting their influence in the State ; 

5 but to do so would involve the overthrow of Class Government, and necessarily bring 
about considerable changes in the time-honored British Constitution. Any symptoms, 
therefore, that the middle-class are beginning to entertain a sense of independence 
and self-respect in the presence of the aristocracy are worth observing, not so much 
for themselves as for the consequences that are certain to result from the state of 

10 public sentiment which they attest. The refusal of the empty dignity of knighthood 
by Stephenson and Dargan is one such symptom, but manifestations of middle-class 
independence have been very frequent of late in the framing and working of Liberal 
Ministries into which a pure middle-class element is now sure to enter. 

Eight years ago, in the flush of his free trade triumph, middle-class Cobden was 
15 offered by the Whig aristocracy the place of Under Secretary to the Board of Trade, 

without a seat in the Cabinet. He refused it because it was beneath his dignity; and 
middle-class public opinion applauded him for that act. Middle-class Milner Gibson, 
the Radical Member for Manchester, accepted the place, but soon resigned it as 
incompatible with his political independence; and he rose in consequence in middle-

20 class estimation. In the present Ministry the antagonism of the two elements—aristo
cratic and middle-class—has been far more conspicuous than ever before, and has 
reached a pitch that has made it a serious impediment to the harmonious working 
of the Cabinet. His aristocratic Lordship, Palmerston, undertook to alter in a material 
particular a bill relating to the Poor Laws, which had been drawn up and brought in 

25 by his middle-class colleague, Mr. Baines, without deeming it worth his while to 
consult a subordinate like Baines on the matter; and Mr. Baines, feeling himself 
snubbed, resigned. Public opinion said he was right and Palmerston wrong. Lord 
Palmerston apologizes, and Mr. Baines resumes his office, having taught aristocracy 
a lesson. Lord Palmerston says, jauntily from his seat in Parliament, that his middle-

30 class colleague, Mr. Wilson, had talked "sheer nonsense," while the Radical member 
of the ministry, Molesworth, in answering Lord Palmerston on the ballot question, 
declares that he (Palmerston) had only "gone over arguments which he had heard 
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urged in Parliament usque ad nauseam." In the first instance, public opinion says Lord 
Palmerston was impertinent, and in the second that Molesworth held the right tone. 
Molesworth was becoming unpopular and suspected at the time, but this hit set him 
straight again. While in the House Lord John Russell makes one of his solemnest 
constitutional appeals on behalf of Church-rates: in the lobby he discovers that the 
Attorney-General and the middle-class element of his Ministry have contumaciously 
divided against him to a man; and Lord John Russell finds himself considerably 
damaged by his position on this question. The climax was reached when wealthy but 
parvenu Mr. Strutt was unceremoniously begged to resign the Chancellorship of the 
Duchy of Lancaster to make way for Lord Granville, he, himself, not having been 
consulted till all had been agreed upon. When Strutt made his simple and gentlemanly 
explanation to the House, an explanation in which his wounded feelings struggled 
with that higher pride which forbade him to give expression to it, the cheers of the 
House and the sympathy of the journals let him know that his case had touched a 
responsive chord in the public breast, and that the middle-class resented his insult 
as their own. Not again will the Whig Aristocracy venture to outrage middle-class 
sentiment by such cavalier treatment of their representative. When the middle-class 
of England are prepared to throw off the yoke of Feudalism, they will have the 
example of their ancestors of the 17th century to embolden them. Let them take heart 
and imitate the men of the Long Parliament and the Commonwealth. 
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The Coburgs. 

Public opinion in England is excessively exasperated against Prince Albert, charging 
him with extending his influence from the royal drawing room and chamber to the 
Cabinet Councils, and even with divulging to his German kindred and friends the 

5 secrets of the Government concerning the momentous Eastern question. He is ac
cused of being devoted to Russian interests, opposed to war, and very cold with regard 
to the French alliance. It is even said that this undue and unconstitutional interference 
will be brought before the next meeting of Parliament, and that the well-known 
Mr. Roebuck is to be the accuser on this occasion. Prince Albert is charged with doing 

10 all this, if not for the further aggrandizement of his family, at least for the con
solidation of the Coburgs in the various positions occupied by them throughout 
Europe. 

These Coburgs are petty princes belonging to the innumerable sprouts of German 
ruling families who trace back their common origin to Wittikind the Saxon, for long 

15 years an undaunted antagonist of Charlemagne. Their principal branch is now fixed 
among the green hills extending on both sides of the Thuringian forest, in the Duke
dom of Coburg and Gotha, over which rules the elder brother of the accused Prince 
Consort. This monarchy is composed of about 185 square miles of land, with some 
150,000 inhabitants. The yearly revenues of the State amount to $160,000, with a 

20 promising yearly deficit, and an old debt of $1,700,000. The military force consists 
of from fifteen hundred to two thousand men. The country is generally fertile, well 
watered and cultivated. The Coburgs were once a rather warlike race, and one of them 
was a distinguished commander in the German armies during the wars in the last 
century between the Emperors and the Turks. During the recent convulsions in 

25 Germany, the present reigning Duke showed some martial impulses in the war be
tween Holstein and Denmark, in which he took part. As a volunteer he commanded 
a part of the army and contributed to the capture of the Danish frigate Gefion, which 
now forms the principal strength of the Prussian navy. This campaign had, however, 
an ulterior purpose. The German Imperial Crown had been proclaimed vacant, and 

30 the Diet of Frankfort was looking around for some one to offer it to. Coburg was 
simply trying to win the purple with the sword in this popular war of Holstein. 

But the prominent qualifications of this race seem to consist mainly in furnishing 
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fathers for the breed of royal lineages in Europe. The Coburgs are generally hand
some, vigorous and well proportioned fellows. The first to start in this new career 
was the present Leopold of Belgium, who is now called the Ulysses of European 
kings. He is an uncle of Prince Albert, and, as it is said, his political adviser. Leopold 
is now 63 years old. In his youth he married the Princess Charlotte Augusta, daughter 5 
of George the IVth, King of England, and eventual heiress to the Crown. She died, 
however, in the year 1817. The second wife of Leopold was a daughter of Louis 
Philippe, who died nearly two years ago. His son and heir has lately married an 
Austrian arch-duchess. Prince Albert followed luckily in the footsteps of his uncle. 
Born in 1819, after having finished his studies at the University of Bonn, he went 10 
in search of fortune, and landed in the royal apartments of Windsor Castle. One of 
his uncles married in 1816 a Princess Cohary, a rich Hungarian heiress, and from this 
marriage issued, first, Ferdinand, the husband of the deceased Maria de Gloria of 
Portugal, now King Regent there; second, Auguste, married to Princess Clementine, 
daughter of Louis Philippe ; and third, the Princess Victoria, now the wife of the Duke 15 
of Nemours. An aunt of Prince Albert was in 1796 married to the Grand Duke 
Constantine, elder brother of the Emperor Nicholas, and was divorced in 1820. For 
nearly forty years she has lived in Switzerland, with the advantages of a considerable 
income paid from Russia. She is 72 years old. Another aunt of Albert was the wife 
of the Duke of Kent; she is the mother of Queen Victoria, and this royal match was 20 
made between two cousins. 

All these intermarriages easily point out what are the Coburgs' interests, and in 
what direction they use their influence. It cannot suit them to strengthen Napoleon 
and thus endanger the independence of Belgium. They must propitiate the good will 
of Nicholas, and at any rate avert ageneral war whose results must be deeply injurious 25 
to their tribe. 

588 



Ernest Jones 

Different Features of Popular Feeling 
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The East and West of Europe alike present new features of peculiar interest. In 
Turkey and in Spain, new, but vastly different features of popular feeling are rising 
to the surface. A feeling of doubt, mistrust, and hostility against their western allies 
is gaining possession of the Turkish mind. They begin to look on France and England 

5 as more dangerous enemies than the Czar himself, and the general cry is—"they are 
going to dethrone the Sultan, and divide the land"—"they are going to make us slaves 
to the Christian population." It must be said that there appears some ground for the 
accusation. Landing south of Constantinople instead of north of Varna they are 
fortifying Galipoli as though against the Turks themselves. The tract of land on which 

10 that village is situated is a long peninsula joined by a narrow isthmus to the continent, 
and admirably adapted for a stronghold for invaders. It was there the Genoese of 
old defied the Greek Emperors of Constantinople. The appointment of the new Sheik 
ul Islam is filling the true Moslemim with indignation, since he is little better than 
a tool of the Greek priesthood, and a strong feeling is pervading the Turks of sooner 

15 yielding to the one demand of Nicholas than being made the playthings of a knot of 
greedy powers. On this subject they have made a fable. "Menchikoff," say they, 
"came to Constantinople and asked for the Koran. He looked at the book, marked 
several passages, and said, 'Erase these.' The English and French then came and 
asked also for the Koran. After reading, they said, 'Throw this book into the Bospho-

20 rus . ' " 
Austria is pouncing upon Servia. Greece is intent on Thessaly and Epirus. France 

on Egypt—England on Canada and the islands. To obtain these, Russia would receive 
more than the Principalities in compromise. "What," say the Turks, "What further 
could we lose to the Czar? Nay, he would not take from us half as much, if, by yielding 

25 to him, we get rid of our hateful and treacherous allies." 
Meanwhile, the district north of the Balkan is utterly exhausted of provisions; and 

those supplies that might be sent from the south are now actually stopped to maintain 
the French and English soldiers. So unprovided have the allies come, that, few as 
have yet arrived, they are obliged to borrow Turkish tents. It must take at least three 

30 months before they will be able to get as far north as Varna, which they might have 
reached in a few days by sea; a clear proof that they do not intend to fight the 
Russians, but to gag the Turks. The French and English officers are out of spirits, 
and the only feat they have as yet achieved is to turn some poor Dervishes out of 
their convent at Galipoli, and instai themselves instead. 
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The Turks, on the other hand, are expelling the Greek population, subjects of King 
Otho. About fifty thousand will be driven from Constantinople and its neighbour
hood; an ill-judged measure, since they only go to greaten the insurrectionary force 
of Greece. Immense bodies of Russians are on the right bank of the Danube, and the 
Pasha of Varna has only 3,000 men in his fortress, to defend which 12,000 are re- 5 
quired. 

Terrible excesses are being perpetrated by the irregular Turkish troops, on their 
retreat, who burnt the city of Kostendje in retiring. The Russians, however, appear 
resolved, after they shall have extended their operations to an impregnable line of 
defence, to act on the defensive, and throw the difficult task of aggression upon their 10 
enemies, leaving the latter as best they may to grapple with famine and disease, 
sowing dissension between the allies, and creating distrust towards them in the 
Turkish mind. 

Fokshani, in Wallachia, has been destroyed by fire, with all the Russian stores, 
hospital, and ammunition. 15 

In this terrible emergency, the Duke of Cambridge has been feasting at Paris, and 
now, instead of going by sea, must needs travel by land through Vienna, where he 
will delay among fresh festivals and balls. The Austrian Emperor's marriage is about 
to take place in a few days, and his ambassador in Paris has deserted his post to dance 
attendance at the wedding. 20 

The Turkish army in Asia is being slowly re-organised, but the terrible snow keeps 
the forces of Prince Woronzoff inactive. The Russian fleet maintains undisputed 
possession of the Black Sea, and has just performed one of the most brilliant achieve
ments, by taking off all its garrisons from the Circassian forts in the actual presence 
of two British frigates. 25 

In the Baltic, the Russian fleet is scattered in different ports. The Czar is seeking 
to re-unite his ships beneath the guns of Cronstadt. Nine Russian ships of the line 
are preparing to leave Sweaborg. We shall see whether Admiral Napier thinks proper 
to intercept them. A few Russian merchantmen have been taken as prizes by Admiral 
Plumridge. 30 

In the West of Europe matters look most promising. Discontent spreads in France, 
unfortunately at the cost of suffering. Trade is excessively dull, and scarcity keeps 
threatening. It is an ominous fact, which the French government has tried to suppress, 
that the African troops, on landing at Malta, replied to the "God Save the Queen" 
of the British regimental bands, by the "Marseillaise," the proscribed and penal air 35 
of the revolution! 

But it is in Spain where the most important movement of the week has taken place. 
We last week recorded the turn-out of 40,000 operatives in Barcelona, and the sup
pression of the unarmed movement by the military force. Since then, churches and. 
factories have burst out in conflagration, and the leaders of the turn-out have issued 40 
an address to the people, in which they state that they had advised them to resume 
work in expectation that their grievances would have been redressed. Deceived in 
that expectation, they now call on them to turn-out again, and trust in their cause, 
and their own arms. Five thousand muskets have been landed at Arenys del Mar. 
The terrified authorities released all the prisoners they had made, excepting twelve, 45 
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but the people insisted upon the liberation of these as well. At Saragossa a terrific 
ferment reigns. In reply to it the government has amnestied the military prisoners. 
But the best feat was that performed by the Queen and King, who washed the feet 
of twelve old women and twelve old men, and then waited on them at dinner. The 

5 Queen, however, was so frightened at the Duke of Parma's assassination, that she 
abandoned her intention of visiting the churches on foot. 

The financial crisis in Spain is unparalleled. There has been a terrible run upon the 
Bank of San Fernando, and the Government have sought to meet their difficulties 
by asking the people to pay a quarter's taxes in advance. 

10 America seems determined to take advantage of the difficulties of Spain by picking 
a quarrel about Cuba. The Spaniards have replied by ordering every slave to be 
registered, as a check upon the slave trade, and allowing free labour of all description, 
to be imported. They even hint that they would sooner liberate the slave population, 
and make it another San Domingo, than allow it to pass into the hands of the 

15 Americans. 
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Discoveries Made Too Late 

The People's Paper. 
Nr. 130, 28. Oktober 1854 

Discoveries Made Too Late. 

How often, when the stern observer of events sees through the abominable treachery 
of those in power, the people laugh at him who exposes it! How reluctant the masses 
are to believe that their enemies are their enemies, and that their friends can be their 
friends. How easily a few soft words, or an artful stroke of policy on the part of 5 
government, disarms the resentment, or blinds the judgment of the governed! If 
cabinets are forced into a war against their own will, they get credit for energy. If, 
after infamous treacheries, they are compelled to let their armies fight a battle, and 
the courage of their soldiers conquer,—who gets the laurel and the praise? Not the 
people who drove them, but the ministry that had to be driven. Not the soldier who 10 
fought, but the vile official clique that caused him to fight at an inconceivable dis
advantage, and suffer a loss that earlier action might have avoided altogether. And 
such is the gullibility of the people, that they can't believe that "great men" can be 
great scoundrels. "Why should lords, and peers, and princes betray us?" they cry. 
Why? To save their infamous rule from extermination at the hands of mankind. To 15 
prevent the people rising anywhere—lest they should rise everywhere. Why? Because 
existing government is the art of murdering soul and body, destroying the morals, 
perverting the intellect, and abasing the manhood of the many for the advantage of 
the few. Because existing governments are the triumph of organised rebellion against 
God and man. Because existing governments are the science of making miserable 20 
the greatest possible number for the benefit of the smaZ/esrpossible number. Because, 
in the words of democratic Luther, "What are 'great men'?—great knaves, who fatten 
on the credulity and misery of the people. Princes and thieves, you know, are syn
onymous terms." Because, if one of them is exposed and falls—if the tree of freedom 
is planted in the heart of one dead tyrant,—every nation will rush to pluck the fruit. 25 
Do you believe that those who oppress at home, can ever fight heartily against an 
oppressor abroad? Yes—they may in those ages, and in those countries, in which 
democracy does not exist—in which the people are ignorant and blind. Russia may 
risk a war with hearty strokes, having nothing to fear in its interior. Austria, England, 
Prussia, France, Denmark, Sweden, and the lesser German powers dare not. Their 30 
wars are tricks and shams, and their every step a base delusion for the people. 

When Palmerston and Aberdeen, Russell and his colleagues, were exposed in these 
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columns, how many were disinclined to believe in the treachery we denounced! And 
now that active operations have been forced on our rulers by the threatened mutiny 
of the French army, (an army on whose allegiance Napoleon's throne depends), how 
many more are ready to become the dupes of the vile Whig-Liberal cabal! 

5 Let a terrible warning of the past show you what British governments are, were, 
and will be, so long as they are the nominees of mere class legislation:— 

England took part in the seven years' war, as an ally of Frederick the "Great," of 
Prussia. France was the opponent against whom England and Prussia fought. At this 
time there was a stronger democratic action in this country than there has, perhaps, 

10 ever been since Junius wrote his famous letters, and Wilkes made aristocracy and 
the House of Guelph, tremble for their position. Lord Bute was "our" minister, the 
Duke of Choiseulwas the minister of Louis XV., and Marshal Belleisle commanded 
the armies of France. The French had been beaten out of Wilhelmsthal, and had 
retired across the Fulda. Triumph was waiting for the arms of the allies. What hap-

15 pened then? Revolutions are strange things, and the last French change has shaken 
the following facts out of the Archives of France, and they have been printed by the 
French people. The British government desired peace; the Guelphs trembled for 
Hanover, and, above all, the aristocracy trembled before the democratic action that 
was beginning to pervade the masses in England, and the stir preparatory to the great 

20 Irish insurrection. The English minister, Lord Bute, therefore, wrote to the French 
minister, the Duke de Choiseul, chiding him for letting the French be so easily dis
couraged, and retreating across the Fulda; telling him, "unless you beat us, we dare 
not conclude a peace. Why do you let yourselves be so beaten?" and urging the Duke 
to let Marshal Belleisle with the French army advance once more, and that the English 

25 forces should be played into his hands and destroyed! So complete was the under
standing, that the French generals—the generals who were fighting against us—re
ceived their orders from the English ministry, direct from London! 

The correspondence has now been extracted from the Archives des Affaires 
Étrangères de France. 

30 These discoveries are made too late. Had they been made at the time (1762), had 
Wilkes and his friends been able then to prove these facts, there would have been 
a revolution, and the House of Guelph been sent back like scared rats to their petty 
German sinks of f lunkeyism and oppression. But, on the contrary, when victory was 
gained against the ministry's will, the ministers were praised for vigour; when peace 

35 was concluded after reverse and defeat, caused by such infamous treason, the 
ministers were praised for their prudence and moderation! So goes the world. 

But, to prove that nothing good can come (not out of Nazareth, but out of Whig-
Liberalism and aristocratic democracy), we will give an instance of treachery from 
the other side—the drunken sham-radical Fox. This man sent a private ambassador 

40 to Catherine of Russia, in 1792, exhorting her to take and partition Poland, and telling 
her that if Pitt tried to prevent it, he would be turned out of office on the instant! 
This exposure has been recently made in Lord Malmesbury's Diary. 

What say you now to "our" Governments? Sending our armies to the field, and 
instructing the generals opposed to them how to destroy them! Going to war, because 

45 the people force them ; and then having a private understanding with the enemy that 

593 



Ernest Jones 

he shall not be injured, but that their own army shall be wasted away. Positively, it 
is just as though the present government were to have said to Turkey, "Don't resist 
Russia;" and to Russia, "Go on! Cross the Pruth, and take them unprepared." As 
though they had said to Turkey, when Turkey was resolved to fight, "We'll send 
succour; don't do anything till we come;" and to Russia, "We'll keep them waiting 5 
so long, that you will be able to bring up an overwhelming force." As though they 
had said to Omar Pasha, "Let Silistria fall;" and to Russia, "Go on with the siege—the 
place shall not be relieved." As though they had sent a fleet to the Baltic, under a 
secret understanding with the Czar that-it should do nothing. As though, when the 
people clamoured, they had said to the Czar, "We must do something, where can we 10 
strike to hurt you least?" and the Czar had answered, "Bomarsund!" As though, when 
the French army compelled an attack on Sebastopol, it had been prearranged with 
Nicholas that the Russians should take a strong position, which they could defend 
with little loss, and which could be taken only with great slaughter. As though they 
intentionally had no cavalry, (which could have been embarked as well as infantry, 15 
and in the room of some of the latter that was useless), in order that the Russians 
might retreatwith little injury, and so as to lose only three of their 100 guns ! ! As though 
it had been then arranged that the allies should make a promenade around Sebastopol, 
and 15,000 Russians come on the English, the English come on 25,000 Russians, "quite 
unawares," while each was trying to get out of the way of the other. As though by 20 
mutual consent, the allies were to leave the northern forts of Sebastopol (the most 
important) in the hands of the Russians,—those forts being next to Russia, open to 
the Russian reinforcements, and commanding the town, harbour, and southern forts 
of Sebastopol, which thus become untenable to the allies; whereas, if the allies had 
taken the northern forts of the harbour, they would have interposed between Sebas- 25 
topol and Russia, and cut it off from all reinforcements. As though, having given the 
Czar time to fortify Sebastopol, which was almost totally unfortified on the land side 
during the summer, and postponed the attack to the unhealthy season, they had 
ensured the crippling of our army by ball, bayonet, and disease, and pre-concerted 
with the enemy that, after perhaps storming a few bastions and entrenchments on 30 
the south, they should re-embark, while the Russians fired the last shots after their 
retiring fleet, and at once re-occupied and restored the fortifications that had been 
destroyed. As though—as though—what? Simply, as though the present government 
of aristocratic-royalist-liberals acted in the same way in which all aristocratic-royal
ist-liberals and tories have always acted before them—that is all. 35 

I accuse no one. No doubt Lord Aberdeen shudders at the horrors of war; and that 
is the reason why our gallant soldiers are without surgeons, medicines, and lint. No 
doubt Lord Palmerston intends to destroy despotism; and that is why he sacrificed 
Poland, Cracow, Hungary, Portugal, Lombardy, Naples, Sicily, Rome, Venice, and 
the people of Austria, Prussia, Baden, Bavaria, Saxony, and Holstein, to despots— 40 
though he is the "friend of Kossuth's bosom." No doubt Sir James Graham loves 
the patriots of Italy; though by felony on their letters, the act of a common thief and 
the most depraved spy, he basely betrayed their noblest to the hangman's hands. No 
doubt Russell has a vigorous policy; though he appeals to the restoration of the status 
quo; then repudiates it; then talks of taking Sebastopol; then denies his words; then 45 
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beholds the British forced by French mutiny to sail, and march, and fight; and when 
asked what we're fighting for, and what he means, says we've no fixed object, but 
that must depend on the position of the armies and the events of the campaign! 
Unparalleled confession of imbecility and disgraceful incompetence. No doubt they 
"all are honourable men;" but the sooner we get rid of them the better, and see, to 
the great glory of our commonwealth, a Blake lead our fleets, a Cromwell our armies, 
and a Hampden presiding in our Senate Halls. 

Ernest Jones. 
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Programme of the Labour Parliament 

The People's Paper. 
Nr. 100, I.April 1854 

Programme of the Labour Parliament. 

1, The organisation of a system for the collection of a national revenue for labour. 
2, A plan for the security of the funds thus raised. 
3, The application of the same, and the securing of the rights of the working 

5 classes. 
4, The constitution of the Mass Movement. 

1.—The Raising of a National Labour Revenue. 
a. A weekly levy on wages, graduated according to the price of labour, as follows :— 

Children working half time V4d. 
Up to 4s. per week V2d. 
„ „ 8s. " >, 3 / 4 d. 
„ » 12s. » „ Id. 
„ „ 15s. „ „ lV2d. 
„ » 20s. .. „ 2d. 
„ „ 30s. „ ,, 3d. 
„ „ 40s. » » 4d. 

b. The officers of the several bodies of working men who act in conjunction with 
the Mass Movement forward the monies thus raised to its directing head. 

II.—Security of the Funds 
20 a. The local officers forward weekly all monies they receive on behalf of the Mass 

Movement to the directing head of the same, as shall be further specified below. The 
duly appointed officers for the reception of the same return receipts immediately for 
the monies thus received. 

b. The directing heads shall invest all monies they receive on behalf of the Mass 
25 Movement (having power to retain in hand a sum not exceeding £50) in a Bank, in 

their collective names; no such sum or sums, nor any part of the same, to be drawn 
out of the Bank, except on presentation of the minute books of the said Executive, 
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containing an order for the same to be drawn, signed by four-fifths of the members 
of that body. 

c. The money thus drawn shall be paper money (unless under £50); the numbers 
of such notes shall be entered in a book, open to inspection, and published in the 
papers; the notes thus received shall be cut into parts, and each part entrusted to a 5 
separate member of the directing body, and, where large sums are drawn, be held 
in equal proportions by each member. 

d. Each member thus entrusted with a portion of the said money shall give a 
promissory note amounting to his proportionate share of the money drawn supposing 
the same divided into equal parts, according to the numbers of the directing body; 10 
and, should he refuse to apply for the purposes for which the money was drawn such 
part of note held by him, the document thus held against him shall at once be put 
in force, but be cancelled on his paying over said part of note. The promissory notes 
thus given shall be deposited in a chest or safe, which shall be placed in the custody 
of an independent and responsible person, not a member of the Executive, who shall 15 
not allow any document to be taken therefrom, except in presence of four-fifths of 
that body; the said notes shall be made payable to a duly-appointed party, who shall 
give a written undertaking that, in case of default, they may be acted on. 

e. The money thus drawn for any payment or purchase shall be paid by the Execu
tive only in the mutual presence of each member of the body, if the sum exceeds 20 
£50. 

III.—Application of the Funds. 
a. To support all towns or places now or hereafter on strike or locked-out, that 

recognise the Mass Movement, or may hereafter do so. Equal support shall be 
afforded to all towns in proportion to the numbers on strike or locked-out. On the 25 
same principle on which, when provisions run short on board of ship all receive 
alike, the same relief shall be given without distinction of high or low paid trades, 
with the exceptions hereafter mentioned in the Constitution of the Mass Movement. 

In order to provide a separate fund for liquidating the debts incurred by strikes and 
lock-outs during the last twelve months, and a fund for the future defence of those 30 
who may be victimised by employers, every person on becoming a member of the 
Mass Movement shall pay one penny, and one penny quarterly, so long as he or 
she shall continue a member of the same. 

b. A department shall be opened for regulating the price of labour. For this purpose 
a monthly statement shall be issued of the price of the raw material employed in all 35 
the trades in connexion with the Mass Movement; the price of labour in the same, 
the selling price of the articles produced, and the other working charges. On the 
evidence thus furnished, the directing body shall issue a statement of the profits of 
the employers; being open to receive from the latter a statement of any peculiar and 
additional charges which they (the employers) may have to meet. On the basis thus 40 
laid, the price of labour shall be regulated, and a tariff of wages be fixed in accordance 
with the same. A similar plan shall be applied to the agricultural interests of the 
country. 

c. While the working-man has an undoubted right to participate in the profits of 
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the employer, he has a right higher still,—that of employing himself; and for the 
purpose of self-employment, as also for the purpose of more effectually regulating 
wages by removing the power of surplus labour from the employers' hands, the funds 
of the Mass Movement shall be further applied in the purchase of land. The estates 

5 shall be purchased in the names of individuals not being members of the directing 
body. The estates shall be divided into farms, varying in size according to the nature 
of the soil, and the purposes to which they are to be applied, viz., whether as individual 
tenancies or large co-operative undertakings. The said lands shall be retained by, and 
never alienated from the Mass Movement. That the land be let to tenants on short 

10 leases, and at a fair and moderate rental. A clause be inserted in the lease whereby 
any tenant making default in payment of rent shall immediately lose his right of 
tenancy. That a fourth clause be inserted whereby the tenant binds himself to pay 
the rental to the parties appointed by the deed of assignment hereafter named. The 
parties in whose names the estates are bought execute a deed of assignment, whereby 

15 the tenant shall pay the rent, not to them, but to the individuals then being directors 
of the Mass Movement. The directors of the Mass Movement for the time being shall 
execute a deed binding themselves in a penalty of £5,000 each to two individuals not 
being purchasers of any of the estates, such penalty to be enforced should they, on 
leaving office, not execute a deed of assignment of the said rental to their successors 

20 in office; to be forfeited should they, at a given time, to be identical with that of the 
expiration of office, not execute a deed of assignment of the same rental to certain 
individuals being their successors in office, the details hereof to be specified in the 
constitution of the Mass Movement. 

The title deeds of the property bought shall be deposited with the bankers of the 
25 Mass Movement—not to be given up except to persons appointed for that purpose 

at a meeting of the Labour Parliament of the said Movement, consisting of representa
tives from not less than thirty organised and previously recognised branches of the 
same. Each estate shall be bought in the names of the two individuals, not being 
members of the executive; the said individuals not to purchase a second estate until 

30 they have deposited the deeds of the first with the bankers of the Mass Movement. 
d. That independent self-employment and relief of the labour market from its 

surplus be still more secure, the available fund shall be applied for the establishment 
of co-operative factories, workshops, and stores, such to be the property of the Mass 
Movement. 

35 Those employed therein shall receive, as far as practicable, that amount of wages 
regulated by the tariff for the price of labour, previously named, and one-third of 
the net profits realised on the articles produced and sold, the other third of the profits 
to go to the revenue of the Mass Movement. 

The chief manager of each co-operative undertaking be elected by the operatives 
40 engaged therein, subject to the approbation of the directing body. 

The said manager of each respective undertaking shall regulate the purchases and 
sales connected therewith, and return weekly to the directing body a statement of 
the purchases, sales, payments, and loss or profit connected with the same. 

In case grounds of complaint or differences arise between the operatives and 
45 manager, the operatives shall have the power of dismissing the manager and electing 
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another by a majority of not less than three-fourths of their number. Two-thirds of 
the net profits of each co-operative undertaking shall be sent monthly by each re
spective manager to the directing body. The property for co-operative purposes 
purchased by the Mass Movement be placed under a system of security similar to 
that applied to the landed estates. 5 

IV.—Labour Legislation. 
The power of this Movement shall be further exerted to secure a due restriction of 
the hours of labour; a limitation of female labour in manufacture, as also an entire 
abolition of the labour of young children in mines and factories; a cessation of the 
tyrannical system of discharge notes, of fines, abatements, and other unjust modes 10 
of reducing wages; of the truck system, of the silent system in factories, of the custom 
of locking operatives up in the same, and of all the inhuman machinery of oppression 
now in excercise against the employed in all branches of industry. 

V—Constitution of the Mass Movement. 
a. Membership: The payments as already specified; each individual becoming a 15 

member is entitled to vote for the election of delegates to the Labour Parliaments, 
for the election of the officers of the general Movement, and those of his own branch, 
as soon as he commences paying, but loses his membership if one month in arrear 
with payment, except in proved cases of non-employment and sickness. 

b. The Executive shall issue the following form for the collection of money.— 20 
Mass Movement of the Working Classes. 

Weekly Collecting Sheet for Branch. 
(All monies received by the Collectors are to be forwarded weekly to the Executive 

of the Mass Movement, who, in a printed form, will return a receipt for the same 
on each ensuing Monday, to be shown by the Collectors to the Members. The 25 
Executive will publish weekly a list of all monies received, in a public paper, with 
the name of the branch and the officers who forward them.) 

[Hier folgt das Formular S. 605 oben.] 

Form of Receipt. 30 
Mass Movement of the Working Classes. 

We, the undersigned, being the Executive Committee of the Mass Movement, have 
on the day of 18 received the sum of from 
the Branch, per Messrs. Treasurer and Secretary of the said Branch. 

, 1 Executive 35 
Signed. ? „ 

J Committee. 

c. The Executive Committee: The direction of the Movement is divided into the 
following departments, each managed by a special secretary:— 

1. A Board of Agriculture. 40 
2. A Board of Manufacture. 
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3. A Board of Distribution. 
4. A Board for the Regulation of the Price of Labour. 
5. A Board of Assistance in Strikes, Lock-outs, and Labour Legislation. 

The above form the Executive and Finance Committee, their deliberations being 
5 decided by the vote of the majority, but, in the execution of the measures adopted, 

each being alone answerable for, and independent in, his own department, with those 
financial exceptions already specified. 

d. The Secretary of Agriculture is to superintend the purchase and management 
of landed estates, and all connected with the same. The Secretary of Manufacture 

10 is to exercise like functions, in reference to all the factories, workshops, etc., estab
lished by the Movement. The Secretary of Distribution shall regulate the exchange 
and conveyance of goods to the co-operative stores and markets, with all the duties 
in connexion with the same. The Secretary for Regulation of the Price of Labour is 
to collect, arrange, and publish all the details for the price of wages already specified. 

15 The Secretary of the Board of Assistance shall manage the entire department con
nected with strikes, lock-outs, and disputes between employed and employer, and 
all questions of labour legislation between the same. The Executive are to be elected 
by the members for one year, their period of office dating from the 18th of March 
in each year. The nominations to be given from the 10th of February to the 1st of 

20 March—the votes to be all returned by the 10th of March. If any of these days fall 
on a Sunday the following day to be counted instead. The first Executive will be 
appointed by the Labour Parliament. The Executive are eligible for re-election. In 
case of dissatisfaction with all, or any of the members of the Executive, it shall be 
in the power of a Labour Parliament, consisting of the duly elected representatives 

25 of not less than thirty branches, to dismiss them, or any one of them complained 
against, from office. The offices of the Executive shall be in London. 

e. The supreme authority is invested in a Labour Parliament, to meet not less 
frequently than once in each year, in such town as may be decided on, at the 
adjourning of the previous Parliament, or in extraordinary meetings of the Labour 

30 Parliament, when convoked by the Executive, the latter to decide on its place of 
meeting; when convoked by the desire of the members, these to fix the place of 
meeting. The Parliament shall assemble on the first Monday in March, the Execu
tive being bound to take the necessary steps for the same, but they may likewise 
summon it for a special meeting, should they find it necessary; and on the demand 

35 of a majority of the members of the Mass Movement they shall be compelled to 
summon it whenever required. 

f. The Labour Parliament shall be elected by the members of the Mass Movement, 
at Public Meetings, of which four days' notice shall be given. 

g. The Constitution of Local Branches. The members of each branch shall have 
40 the power of electing their own officers, those to consist of a Secretary, Treasurer, 

and Collectors, and these to form the Council of the Branch. 
h. Each branch, where required by its size, shall be divided into localities, and a 

Collector be appointed to each. 
i. Each existing Trades' Union in connexion with the Movement shall be considered 

45 as a branch, to act in accordance with its own regulation. 
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j. Payment of Officers: Each member of the Executive shall receive 17.16s. weekly 
in payment of his services, independent of travelling expenses. 

k. Each collector in payment of his services shall receive five per cent, on the 
monies he may collect until the salary thus obtained shall reach 11. 16s. weekly. 

1. The Branch Secretary shall report weekly to the Executive the price of labour 5 
in the various trades in his branch of the Mass Movement; the price of the raw 
material, of goods sold, etc., according to the annexed form:— 

[Hier folgt das Formular S. 605 unten.] 
m. The Secretary shall be paid by his branch, who shall determine the amount of 

his wages. 10 
n. The duties of the Executive: To afford assistance to all strikes and lock-outs 

on the following conditions:— 
1st. Existing Strikes and Lock-outs: To afford assistance to those existing strikes 

and lock-outs that have sent delegates to the Labour Parliament. 
2nd. Future Strikes and Lock-outs: 15 
a. No strikes and lock-outs to be supported in the future, the participators in which 

shall not, before such strike or lock-out take place, have joined the Mass Move
ment. 

b. No strike shall be supported unless previously sanctioned by the Executive, who 
are hereby instructed so to regulate strikes, should any become unavoidable, that they 20 
may not interfere with each other, and thus defeat the general object. 

3rd. Relief during Strikes—The amount of support afforded during strikes or 
lock-outs shall be determined by the Executive according to circumstances; boys and 
girls under twelve years shall receive one-third, and above twelve and under sixteen, 
one half the amount paid to adults. 25 

VI.—The Regulation of Labour. 
a. The share of remuneration for his labour to which the working man is entitled so 

long as he works for the present class of capitalist employers shall be one-half of 
the net profits realised by the joint action of labour and capital. This to be attained 
by such a gradual rise of wages or partnership in profits as the Executive may find 30 
prudent to attempt and practicable to accomplish. 

b. The Executive shall prefer the co-operative system on the land to the individual 
system. In the former case, the lands shall be farmed by the Executive through their 
own officers and labourers; the latter to receive one-third of the net profits as in the 
department of manufacture. 35 

c. Those employed by the Mass Movement in any branch of industry to be, as,a 
general rule, persons accustomed to the same avocations before, but those members 
of trades and other operatives suitable for agricultural purposes may be employed 
for the same. 

d. All persons desirous of individual tenancies upon the land may be located on 40 
farms not exceeding 5 acres each in extent, if they pay, in addition to their weekly 
levy as members of the Mass Movement, the sum of per acre, subject to the fol
lowing conditions:— 
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Names General Fund Debt and Defence 
Fund 

Total Total Total Total 

Signed, Collector. 

Mass Movement of the Working Classes. 
Returns for Regulating the Price of Labour. 

Branch. 

Name of Trade. Weekly 

Wages. 

Cost of 

Material. 

Working 

Charges. 

Extras. Selling 

Price. 

day of 18 

Signed, Secretary. 
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The payment of a moderate rent, in accordance with the average of the district, to 
the Mass Movement: location by ballot. 

e. The land bought for individual tenancies shall be bought out of this fund alone. 
f. Cottages shall be erected on the farms for the tenants, for which they shall pay 

a moderate rent, either out of the special fund, in which case the rent shall accrue 5 
to the same, or out of the general funds of the Mass Movement, in which case the 
rent for the same shall be credited to that fund. 

g. The allottee shall have his farm stocked, and an advance, when necessary, made 
to enable him to provide for the first contingency he may have to encounter; but in 
no case shall he be allowed to sublet his farm. 10 

h. The advance shall be repaid by easy instalments, regulated according to the size 
of the farm, and the amount advanced. Such advance never to exceed per acre. 

i. The land thus bought shall be mortgaged to the Mass Movement. The Executive 
having the power on behalf of the Mass Movement, to become mortgagees of the 
same. With the monies thus advanced, other estates shall be purchased; thus enabling 15 
every contributor to be located by ballot. The Executive shall fill up the blanks 
according to the circumstances of the case. 

j. The securities, with reference to the mortgage deed, etc., shall be precisely 
analogous to those adopted in case of purchasing the estates. 

VII . 20 
Out of every payment for individual tenancies a certain percentage, viz. : per cent. 
shall be set apart for the purpose of establishing a Life Assurance Department, to 
the benefits of which the contributors shall become entitled, if they continue to 
contribute weekly according to the graduated tables, which shall be properly drawn 
up and certified with a view to the security of the rates of payments. The Executive 25 
are to prepare proper and authenticated tables for this department. 

This department of Life Assurance shall be open to the general public, both to 
members and non-members of the Mass Movement. 

The funds thus raised shall, as far as prudent, be invested in land, but not in 
manufacture. The land purchased from the Assurance Fund shall be applied for 30 
co-operative farms, and not for individual tenancies, in order not only to further the 
principles of co-operation, but to give a more perfect security to the funds invested. 

VIII . 
It shall be at the discretion of the Executive, where they may find it suitable, to 
establish house property for the Mass Movement, so that the operatives in the 35 
co-operative mills, etc., and the agriculturists, may reside in the dwellings of the Mass 
Movement, independent of the capitalist landlord. It shall be at the discretion of the 
Executive to erect either cottage dwellings or model lodging houses. 
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IX. 
The stewards and managers of co-operative undertakings in land, manufacture, etc., 
shall be paid according to the judgment and decision of the working man and Execu
tive. 

5 X. 
The first Executive shall be appointed provisionally, to hold office until the next 
meeting of the Labour Parliament. 

XI . 
The following five persons are hereby duly appointed:— 

10 James Finlen, London. 
Abraham Robinson, Wilsden and Thornton. 
James Williams, Stockport. 
Joseph Hogg, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
George Harrison, Nottingham. 

15 Honorary Member, (with power of moving resolutions and amendments), but not 
of voting, Mr. Ernest Jones. 

XII . 
The present Parliament recommends for consideration at its next meeting the propri
ety of the Mass Movement becoming its own banker. 

20 XIII . 
The following individuals are appointed missionaries, with the annexed route, and 
the duty of starting upon their missions with all possible speed:— 

James Finlen, Western Counties. 
A. Robinson, Northern ditto. 

25 James Williams, Midland ditto. 

XIV. 
The duties of the Board of Assurance are provisionally annexed to those of the Board 
of Distribution. 

XV. 
30 The Labour Parliament adjourns until the first Monday in August, then to meet in 

the town of Nottingham. 

35 

Ernest Jones, 
James Bligh, 
Henry Jeffries, 
James Finlen, 

London. 
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Manchester. 

Birmingham. 

Preston. 

10 

E. C. Cropper, 

John Teer, 

John Petzler, 

John Oxford, 

William Jackson, 

John Westray, 

John M'Lean, 

Prince Humphries, 

Mortimer Grimshaw, 

Wallace Bee ver, 

John Matthew, 

George Cowell, 

John Robinson, Coxhoe, Potteries. 

William Emmett, Bingley and Keighley. 

James Williams, Stockport. 15 

Abraham Robinson, Wilsden and Thornton, Yorkshire. 

John Hemming, Bedford. 

James Candelet, 1 VT , _ ,. _ , 
„ ., f North Lancashire, Cordwainers. 

James Smith, j 
George Candelet, Hyde. 20 

George Brewer, Torquay. 

E. Tidswell, Haworth, Yorkshire. 

H. Hudson, Leek. 

Isaac Fogg, Leek. 

Joseph Hogg J Newcastle. 25 

George Stobart, ι 

James Brierley, Cotton Skin Dyers, Manchester. 

Benjamin Armfield, Doncaster. 

William Wilson, Crook. 

William Hill, Stalybridge. 30 

M. M'Quire, 

George Young, 

John Smith, 

George Harrison, Nottingham. 

Edwin Goldering, Barnsley. 35 

William Poole, Exeter. 

Joseph Radford, Radcliffe and Pilkington. 

Matthew Shaw, Bury. 

Surgeon M'Elheran. 

Nadaud. 40 

Dr. Marx. 

Louis Blanc. 

Frank Dobson. 

Card Room Hands of Lancashire, 

Cheshire, etc. 
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